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new country of residence through culture, art, en-
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the purpose of our weekly newspaper is to promote |fi

the fascination of Iranian culture by exposing the

audience to rich traditions in Persian celebrations, = 2
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One of the most noble forms of lit-
erature is poetry. Over the centuries
Perisan and non-Persian poets have
written their poems in the Persian
language, Farsi, and it's variations.
Even though the Farsi language has
changed over time the ancient poems
are still readable.

Moulana (Rumi) was born in Balkh
(Afghanistan) and was raised in Kona
(Turkey). Nezami Ganjavi was from
Ganja Azerbaijan. We do not attempt
to provide the entire history of each
Persian and non-Persian poet, you
can search google.com or yahoo.com
for more information on each poet.

Iranians highly value their poets who
kept their culture and language alive
even during numerous invasions. Per-
sian poetry is as ancient as Avesta
(the holy book of Zoroastrians) where
first form of poetry is documented.

Persian and non-Persian poets ex-
press their creativity in different forms
and styles. The earliest poetry was of
two types. One was the ballad and the
other was the epic. The ballad later
developed into different forms such
as lyric, hymn, satire and panegyric.

The epic poem is an enlarged ballad.
Therefore, the origin of all poetry is in
the ballad although no records have
remained from these primitive ballads.

Persian songs goes back to 3000 BC
to the time of king Jamshid. Xenophon
wrote about songs that were sung
when Cyrus the Great was still a boy.
The halls of the Achaemenian palace
at Persepolis echoed with the poetic
singing of the tale of the romantic love
of Zariadres and Odatis. (Persian his-

tory)

The history of poetry and song during
the time of Parthian rule is unrecorded.
However, Sassanian culture cherished
poetic art.

The Arab conquest influenced the
Persian vocabulary causing an even
smoother poetic verse. Poetry, nursed
for 200 years by the care of three dy-
nasties (Tahirid, Saffarid, Samanid).
Therefore, it was during ninth century
when the new form of Persian poetry
began which is found today.

Persian language stands apart among
all Eastern languages in poetry. Per-
sian language is soft and expressive.
There are many options for Persian
poets in use of words because there
are many meanings to one word and
many ways to express one’s thought.
That is why Persian poetry and lan-
guage are rich in expression.

One of the early forms of poetry was
gasida in royal courts. Qasida are po-
ems of more than 100 couplets that do
not rhyme. Anvari was one of the po-
ets who used qasida.

Ghazal from about 12th century is
another form of lyric. Ghazal poems
were a much shorter form, 10 couplets
that do not rhyme and mainly used to
express love, both human or mystic.
Hafez and Saadi mastered this form

of poetry.

Rubai and dobaty are both four lines
poems which are distinguished from
each other by their rhythm. They may
express mystical, romantic or philo-
sophical themes. Omar Khayam is
one of the pioneers in writing Rubai
and his books are translated into many
languages.

Masnavi with its unique rhyming cou-
plets was utilized for epic poems.
Avesta included epic poetry. Ferdosi
wrote the Shahnameh or ‘Book Of
Kings,’ which is a finished form of epic
poetry with 50,000 couplets. The nar-
rative form of masnavi was used by
Nizami. Masnavi was also used by the
mystic poets Farid od Din Attar who
wrote The Conference of The Birds
and Jalaluddin Rumi who wrote the

Hundred

The Hundred Columns Palace drives its name from its vast number of columns. The Hall of One Hundred Col-
umns measures 70 by 70 meters, and lies northeast of Xrexes Central Palace. When it was excavated in 1878,
this hall was buried under 3 meters of soil and cedar ash. The entire place, which was built on 4,700 square
meters of land originally contained hundred 14-meter long columns, constructed in ten rows, A narrow pas-
sageway encompassed the One Hundred Columns Palace and accessed it by means of two stones portals. The
Portico, which was located on the northern flank, initially had sixteen columns, Only one remains standing. If we
add these sixteen pillars to those within the palace , the structure once contained a staggering total of 116 the

Columns

northern entrance was decorated with figures inspired.

The northeastern gateway consists of a pair, each contains eight piece of stones, the one on top carved with
identical pictures of special cow protecting the Emblem “Far-e-Vahar” in two rows. The second stone from top
shows the sitting king and the master of ceremonies stands before him. Behind the king, stands an attendant
with a fan in one hand which he holds above the kings head and a towel in his other hand. Next to him is the

kings keeper of arms.

Five other stones below have half facade of Persian and Median soldiers equipped with bows, arrows and
shields, the other half of the soldiers are on the other side of the gateway, showing the left half of the individuals.
It means if both sides of the gateway put back to back full body of a soldier/individual is shown, this means the
visitor walking between line of soldiers while going through the gateway!. Each stone has ten soldiers, therefore
total of soldiers combined is hundred. 100 Soldiers for Hundred Columns or each colomn represent one soldier.
This can interpreted to the formation of Achamenid Army patoon ten by ten soldiers. The bottom stone has no

curving on.
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