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Persia, the 1000 Year-Old Name of Iran

By: Pejman Akbarzadeh, 2003

n addition to the political issues of the period and
the impulse of approaching Germany and Hitler,
which was the main reason for such a change
of name at the order of Reza Shah, some peo-
ple believed that the name of Persia just refers
to part of the country from the Iranian point of
view; while the name has been associated with
our homeland for the foreigners in the past 2600
years. Thus the name of Persia should rather
be used in dialogues conducted in European
languages and not in discussions with Iranians.
That’s why the impression created by the name
on the foreigners’ minds is of significance, in-
stead of its effect on our own minds.

There should be no prejudice about using the
name of “Iran” by foreigners on the grounds that
we ourselves call our homeland by such a name.
In fact, several countries around the world are
being called by their indigenous names.

“Iran” is an honorable name to Iranian and Per-
sian-speakers, while in the world culture “Per-
sia” represents the ancient culture of the land to
non-lranians. The change of our country’s name
from Persia to Iran has separated it from its his-
torical and cultural background in the minds of
the world people. The number of individuals in
the West to whom “Iran” and “Persia” have the
same meaning is limited. Unlike the belief of
Iranian statesmen in the 30s, today not the con-
nection between “Iran” and the “Aryan Race” is
unknown to anyone, but due to the great similar-
ity in the name and European pronunciation of
the names of “Iran” and “Iraq”, a great number
of Westerners, specially the young generation
mix up Iran with the newly-founded land of Iraq
located to the west of Iran.

The close analogy of the two names in the West
has obviously been associated with the percep-
tion of their having similar identities. Even those
differentiating Iran from Iraq, consider Iran as a
land bordering the Persian Gulf with oil reserves
and an identity almost similar to Arabs having
no clear link to the ancient “Persia”.

Agreat part of the world countries annual budget
is allocated to promotion of their feature on the
international scene. The postal stamps recently
distributed by the Swiss government across
the world might be the best example. Though
the country is officially called Switzerland, the
stamps bear the name of “Helvetia” as a matter
of pride. The country known today as Switzer-
land was called by the Latin name of Helvetia
several centuries ago, which is not used any-
more.

About 70 years have passed since the name of
our homeland changed to Iran in the interna-
tional arena. Nonetheless, in many occasions,
specially on matters related to Iran’s history,
culture and art, both Iranian and non-Iranian
researchers use the name of “Persia” and the
adjective of “Persian” instead of “Iran” and “Ira-
nian” respectively, given that the latter words
are not associated with any particular concept
from historical and cultural points of view.

The name of “Persia” for “Iran” and such com-
binations as “Persian Carpet’, “Persian Gulf”,
“Persian Miniature”, “Persian Garden”, “Persian
Cat”, etc. have been recorded in the world major
encyclopedias.

In 1935, the Iranian government called on oth-
er countries to use Iran and Iranian instead of
Persia and Persian respectively in their official
correspondence. The two words reflecting the
country’s entire historical and cultural back-
ground overseas gradually disappeared from
the Western languages collection of commonly
used words, while the adjective of “Persian” is
still used to refer to the language spoken in the
country.

However, following migration of millions of Irani-
ans to Europe, Australia and America in recent
years and given the carelessness and ignorance
of some Iranian expatriates to the issue as well

as the lack of attention by some of the national
institutions in charge, specially Iran’s Academy
of Culture, unfortunately, the word “Persian”
commonly used in the European languages,
including English, is now replaced by “Farsi’, a
new name in the literature of West totally fail-
ing to describe the historical background of the
country and introduce the written works of the
Persian men of literature.

Some English periodicals and TV channels both
domestically and overseas, a great number of
Iranians having websites on the internet, vari-
ous news agencies, computer companies (spe-
cially those producing Persian software), many
universities of so-called high reputation and
language training centers, are responsible for
development of this cultural dilemma which has
a growing trend. They are actually manipulated
by Iran’s enemies.

Nonetheless, apparently, no one else is mainly
responsible for burying the cultural background
of our homeland than us. A few years ago, we
started using “Farsi” instead of “Persian”. The
Tehran-based English-language dailies, TV pro-
grams broadcast in English and a program on
the International Sahar Network dubbed “Let’s
Learn Farsi” are examples of using the word.

The growing application of “Farsi” instead of
“Persian” paved the way for its entry to the world
encyclopedias. For instance, Oxford has been
adding the following explanation for “Persian”
for the past few years: “Now usually called Ira-
nian or Farsi...”

It should be noticed that “Farsi” is the indigenous
name of the language, while “Persian” is its in-
ternational equivalent. Likewise, the indigenous
names of German and Greek languages are
“Deutsch” and “Ellenika” respectively, while in
English they never replace German and Greek.

Unfortunately, today Iranian youth are in general

unfamiliar with such words as “Persia”, “Persian”
and even “Persian Gulf’. The word “Persia” usu-
ally reminds them of Peugeot Persia (!) and
Persepolis (Takht-e Jamshid or Parseh), the
most renowned historical monument worldwide
is associated in their minds with a soccer team!

The application of “Persia” and “Iran” in Europe-

sion among Iranians, specially the expatriates
for quite a while.

As usual, it is approved by one group and re-
jected by another. The wrong impression that
“Persia” is the obsolete historical name of Fars
province introducing Zoroastrian culture seems
to prevail some of our compatriots.

Nonetheless, without being influenced by any
improper prejudice and given the existing reli-
able historical and political documents, it is eas-
ily proved that “Persia” is simply the English
equivalent of “Iran”.

According to the available undeniable docu-
ments, the word was officially used to refer to
Iran between 600 BC up to 1935, while in some
cases it has also been used unofficially in Euro-
pean languages and it is not at all exclusive to
the Achamenid and Sassanid eras.

The present “Iran” is same as “Persia”. The
revolutions taking place in the history of most
nations do not justify changing their historical
names. Similarly, the contemporary Egypt is not
comparable to the land existing 7,000 years.
Likewise, the area and political stance of the
present Greece is quite different as compared
to 3,000 years ago.

Apparently, since mid-80s a few Iranian intellec-
tuals took on to bring to light the issue by publish-
ing some articles in the Iranian periodicals both
domestically and overseas. Their objective was

mainly to call the attention of the public opinion
and the institutions in charge to the issue and
provide them with the correct knowledge, which
eventually didn’t produce any tangible result. A
Professor of Colombia University in New York
and Coordinator of Iranica Encyclopedia Ehsan
Yarshater, a Professor from South Australian
University in Adelaide Kazem Abhari, a Profes-
sor from Dublin University Hormoz Farhat and
Amir-Rostam Beigi a resident of Huston in the
US state of Texas are among the individuals ac-
tively involved in the field and the current article
is partially based on heir written works.

In 1992, a few Iranian expatiates residing Aus-
tralia, who were involved in cultural affairs, es-
pecially Professor Abhari, urged the Academy
of Persian Language and Literature in Tehran
to issue a statement in defiance of the use of
“Farsi” instead of “Persian” in the Foreign Minis-
try correspondence conducted in European lan-
guages. Meanwhile, the authorities of the acad-
emy themselves believed that such a change
will cause misunderstanding among westerners
and make them presume that a new language
different from what they were earlier aware of
is meant by the word (Farsi). Also turning to the
malice displayed by certain circles, the authori-
ties of the academy said they expect the gov-
ernment to watch such malignant measures to
counteract the intrigue.

Nonetheless, the statement was not welcome
and was soon forgotten. It was only published
in the academy’s quarterly and a copy of it was
sent to some Australian institutes. The officials
in charge of the academy didn’t pay any atten-
tion to what they themselves had declared. Thus
the attempts of independent Iranian individuals
to the effect were underestimated.

In March 1998, Professor Hormoz Farhat drew
up a letter on how to take more serious steps
in this respect and establish the Persia Soci-
ety. Once more, the undertaking was delayed
because the individuals involved in the project
were geographically too far apart from one
another. They mainly focused on encourage-
ment of writers, researchers, artists, journalists,
editors and publishers to use the word “Persia”
when writing about Iran in Western languages.
Moreover, they suggested replacing “Farsi” with
“Persian” when they refer to the language and
using the Gulf instead of the Persian Gulf.

Founding “The Persian Gulf Task Force” in 1999
by a group of Iranian expatriate scholars living
in Europe and the United States was the latest
step taken to the effect, which was relatively
successful. They launched widespread pro-
motion through their website on the internet at
the following address and managed to attract
hundreds of members from across the world.
They managed to take positive steps towards
prompting the international media, museums,
geographical foundations as well as the his-
torical, cultural and higher education centers to
replace “The Gulf’ and “Arabian Gulf” with “Per-
sian Gulf’ and “Farsi Language” with “Persian
Language”.

The main achievement so far is that despite the
effective consequences of the taken measures,
no favorable result can be expected without the
full support of Iran’s government.

To protect our national interests as well as the
historical and cultural links of our homeland in
the international arena, we recommend the use
of “Persia” and “Persian” in the European lan-
guages. This is just for the sake of our history,
civilization, culture, art, language and people.

*** Note: PERSIA is the historical name of Iran
in the English, Italian and Spanish languages,
while LA PERSE is its French equivalent and its
German term is DAS PERSIEN.
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Cyrus Charter of Human Rights
Cylinder First Charter of Human Rights

First Charter
of

Human
Rights

ENGLISH

| am Kourosh (Cyrus), King of the world, great king, mighty king,
king of Babylon, king of the land of Sumer and Akkad, king of
the four quarters, son of Camboujiyah (Cambyases), great king,
king of Anshéan, grandson of Kourosh (Cyrus), great king, king of
Anshan, descendant of Chaish-Pesh (Teispes), great king, king
of Anshan, progeny of an unending royal line, whose rule Bel
and Nabu cherish, whose kingship they desire for their hearts,
pleasure. When | well -disposed, entered Babylon, | set up a seat
of domination in the royal palace amidst jubilation and rejoic-
ing. Marduk the great god, caused the big-hearted inhabitations
of Babylon to.................. me, | sought daily to worship him. At
my deeds Marduk, the great lord, rejoiced and to me, Kourosh
(Cyrus), the king who worshipped him, and to Kaboujiyah (Camb-
yases), my son, the offspring of (my) loins, and to all my troops he
graciously gave his blessing, and in good sprit before him we glo-
rified exceedingly his high divinity. All the kings who sat in throne
rooms, throughout the four quarters, from the Upper to the Lower
Sea, those who dwelt in................... , all the kings of the West
Country, who dwelt in tents, brought me their heavy tribute and
kissed my feet in Babylon. From... to the cities of Ashur, Susa,
Agade and Eshnuna, the cities of Zamban, Meurnu, Der as far as
the region of the land of Gutium, the holy cities beyond the Tigris
whose sanctuaries had been in ruins over a long period, the gods
whose abode is in the midst of them, | returned to their places and
housed them in lasting abodes.

| gathered together all their inhabitations and restored (to them)
their dwellings. The gods of Sumer and Akkad whom Nabounids
had, to the anger of the lord of the gods, brought into Babylon. |,
at the bidding of Marduk, the great lord, made to dwell in peace in
their habitations, delightful abodes.

May all the gods whom | have placed within their sanctuaries ad-
dress a daily prayer in my favour before Bel and Nabu, that my
days may be long, and may they say to Marduk my lord, “May
Kourosh (Cyrus) the King, who reveres thee, and Kaboujiyah
(Cambyases) his son...” Now that | put the crown of kingdom of
Iran, Babylon, and the nations of the four directions on the head
with the help of (Ahura) Mazda, | announce that | will respect the
traditions, customs and religions of the nations of my empire and
never let any of my governors and subordinates look down on
or insult them until | am alive. From now on, till (Ahura) Mazda
grants me the kingdom favor, | will impose my monarchy on no
nation. Each is free to accept it , and if any one of them rejects
it , | never resolve on war to reign. Until | am the king of Iran,

Babylon, and the nations of the four directions, | never let anyone
oppress any others, and if it occurs , | will take his or her right
back and penalize the oppressor.

And until I am the monarch, | will never let anyone take posses-
sion of movable and landed properties of the others by force or
without compensation. Until | am alive, | prevent unpaid, forced
labor. To day, | announce that everyone is free to choose a re-
ligion. People are free to live in all regions and take up a job
provided that they never violate other’s rights.

No one could be penalized for his or her relatives’ faults. | prevent
slavery and my governors and subordinates are obliged to pro-
hibit exchanging men and women as slaves within their own rul-
ing domains. Such a traditions should be exterminated the world
over.

| implore to (Ahura) Mazda to make me succeed in fulfilling my
obligations to the nations of Iran (Persia), Babylon, and the ones
of the four directions.

FRENCH

Je suis Kourosh (Cyrus), roi du monde, le grand roi, le roi puis-
sant, le roi de Babylon, le roi de la terre de Sumer et d’Akkad, le
roi des quatre quarts, fils de Camboujiyah (Cambyases), le grand
roi, le roi d’Anshan, petit-fils de Kourosh (Cyrus), le grand roi,
le roi d’Anshan, descendant de Chaish-Pesh (Teispes), le grand
roi, le roi d’Anshén, progéniture d’une ligne royale éternelle, dont
bel de régle et le Nabu aiment, dont le kingship ils désirent pour
leurs coeurs, plaisir. Quand puits de | - disposé, Babylon entré, |
installez un siége de la domination dans le palais royal parmi le
jubilation et rejoicing. Marduk le grand dieu, causé les grands-
hearted inhabitations de Babylon.................. me, j'ai cherché le
journal pour I'adorer. A mes contrats Marduk, le grand seigneur,
rejoiced et a moi, Kourosh (Cyrus), roi qui I'a adoré, et a Kabouiji-
yah (Cambyases), a mon fils, la progéniture (de ma) échine, et a

|| toutes mes troupes il a graciously donné sa bénédiction, et dans

le bon sprit avant lui nous avons amélioré excessivement son
haut divinity. Tous les rois qui se sont assiss dans des chambres
de tréne, dans tous les quatre quarts, du haut a la mer inférieure,
ceux qui ont demeurée dans................... , tous les rois du pays
occidental, qui a demeuré dans des tentes, m’ont apporté leur
hommage lourd et ont embrassé mes pieds dans Babylon. De...
aux villes d’Ashur, de Susa, d’Agade et d’Eshnuna, les villes de
Zamban, Meurnu, Der jusque la région de la terre de Gutium,
les villes saintes au dela du Tigris dont les sanctuaires avaient
été dans les ruines sur une longue période, les dieux dont la de-
meure est au milieu d’elles, je suis revenu a leurs endroits et logé
leur dans les demeures durables.

J’ ai recueilli ensemble tous leurs inhabitations et ai reconstitué (a
eux) leurs logements. Les dieux de Sumer et d’Akkad que Nabou-
nids a eus, a la colére du seigneur des dieux, introduit dans Ba-
bylon. I, a offrir de Marduk, grand seigneur, incité pour demeurer
dans la paix dans leurs habitations, demeures délicieuses.

Mai tous les dieux que jai placé dans leurs sanctuaires pour
adresser une priere quotidienne en ma faveur avant bel et Nabu,
ces mes jours peuvent étre longs, et peuvent ils disent & Marduk
mon seigneur, “mai Kourosh (Cyrus) le roi, qui thee de reveres,
et Kaboujiyah (Cambyases) son fils...” Maintenant que j'ai mis
la couronne du royaume de I'lran, du Babylon, et des nations
des quatre directions sur la téte avec l'aide (Ahura) de Mazda,
jannonce que je respecterai les traditions, des coutumes et des
religions des nations de mon empire et ne laisse jamais n'importe
lequel de mes gouverneurs et subalternes regarder vers le bas
dessus ou les insulter jusqu’a ce que je sois vivant. Doréna-
vant, jusqu’(Ahura) a Mazda m’accorde la faveur de royaume,
jimposera ma monarchie a aucune nation. Chacun est libre pour
I'accepter, et si n'importe quel un d’eux des rejets il, je ne résol-
vent jamais sur la guerre pour régner. Jusqu’a ce que je sois le
roi de I'lran, du Babylon, et des nations des quatre directions, je
ne laisse jamais n’importe qui ne opprime aucun autre, et s’il se
produit, je prendrai son dos de droite et pénaliserai I'oppresseur.

Et jusqu'a moi suis le monarque, je ne laisse jamais n'importe
qui prendre la possession des propriétés mobiles et débarquées
des autres par la force ou sans compensation. Jusqu’'a ce que
je soais vivant, empéche le travail impayé et obligatoire. Au jour,
j/annonce que chacun est libre pour choisir une religion. Peuplez
sont libres pour vivre dans toutes les régions et pour prendre un
travail a condition que ils ne violent jamais autres droites.

Personne n’ont pu étre pénalisés pour les défauts de ses par-
ents. J'empéche I'esclavage et mes gouverneurs et subalternes
sont obligés d'interdire échanger des hommes et des femmes
comme esclaves dans leurs propres domaines de régner. Un tel
des traditions devrait étre exterminé le monde plus de.

J'implore (Ahura) a Mazda de m’inciter a réussir a s’acquitter de
mes obligations aux nations de I'lran (Perse), du Babylon, et de
celui des quatre directions.

GERMAN

Ich bin Kourosh (Cyrus), Koénig der Welt, grofRer Kénig, machtiger
Konig, Konig von Babylon, Kénig des Landes von Sumer und
von Akkad, Kénig der vier Viertel, Sohn von Camboujiyah (Cam-
byases), groRer Konig, Kénig von Anshan, Enkel von Kourosh
(Cyrus), grofler Konig, Konig von Anshan, Nachkomme von
Chaish-Pesh (Teispes), groBer Konig, Kénig von Anshan, Nach-
kommen einer unending kdniglichen Linie, deren Richtlinienbel
und Nabu schatzen, dessen kingship sie fiir ihre Herzen wiin-
schen, Vergniigen. Wenn abgeschaffener i-Brunnen -, betretenes
Babylon, stellte ich einen Sitz von Herrschaft im koniglichen Pal-
ast unter jubilation und dem Rejoicing auf. Marduk der grof3e
Gott, den grossen-hearted inhabitations von Babylon..................
mich verursacht, suchte ich Tageszeitung, um ihn anzubeten.

An meinen Briefen Marduk, rejoiced der grof3e Lord, und zu mir,
Kourosh (Cyrus), der Kénig, der ihn anbetete, und zu Kaboujiyah
(Cambyases), zu meinem Sohn, das Sekundarteilchen (meiner)
Lende, und gab er allen meinen Truppen graciously seinen Bless-
ing, und im guten sprit vor ihm glorifizierten wir auRerordentlich
sein hohes divinity. Alle Koénige, die in den Thronerdumen,
wahrend der vier Viertel, vom Upper zum untereren Meer sas-
sen, die, die in..........c.ce..... , allen Kénigen des Westlandes blie-
ben, das in den Zelten blieb, holten mir ihren schweren Tribut und
kiiRten meine Fife in Babylon. Von... zu den Stadte von Ashur,
von Susa, von Agade und von Eshnuna, die Stadte von Zamban,
Meurnu, Der bis zu der Region des Landes von Gutium, die heili-
gen Stadte Uber dem Tigris hinaus dessen Schongebiete in den
Ruinen Uber einen langen Zeitraum gewesen waren, die Goétter
deren Aufenthaltsort in der Mitte von ihnen ist, kam ich zu ihren
Platzen und ihnen in dauerhaften Aufenthaltsorten untergebracht
zurtick.

Ich erfallte alle ihre zusammen inhabitations und stellte (zu ih-
nen) ihre Wohnungen wieder her. Die Gotter von Sumer und von
Akkad, die Nabounids hatte, zum Zorn des Lords der Goétter, ge-
holt in Babylon. |, am Bieten von Marduk, der grof3e Lord, gebil-
det, um im Frieden in ihren habitations, herrliche Aufenthaltsorte
zu bleiben.

Mai kénnen alle Gétter, denen ich innerhalb ihrer Schongebiete
gelegt, habe ein tagliches Gebet zu meinen Gunsten vor Bel und
Nabu zu adressieren, diese meine Tage lang sein und kénnen sie
sagen zu Marduk meinen Lord, “Mai Kourosh (Cyrus) der Kénig,
die reveresthee und Kaboujiyah (Cambyases) sein Sohn...”

und: Nun da ich die Krone des Kdnigreiches vom Iran, von Ba-
bylon und von Nationen der vier Richtungen auf den Kopf mit
Hilfe (Ahura) Mazda setzte, ich verkiinde, daf} ich die Traditionen,
Gewohnheiten und Religionen der Nationen meines Reiches und
lasse nie irgendwelche meiner Gouverneure und Untergebenen
unten an schauen oder sie beleidigen respektiere, bis ich leb-
endig bin. Ab sofort bis (Ahura) Mazda bewilligt mir die Konigre-
ichbevorzugung, ich auferlegt meinen Monarchy keiner Nation.
Jedes ist frei, sie anzunehmen und wenn irgendein von ihnen
Ausschiif3e es, ich nie auf Krieg beheben zu regieren. Bis ich der
Kénig vom Iran, von Babylon und von Nationen der vier Richtun-
gen bin, lasse ich nie jedermann unterdriicke alle mégliche an-
dere, und wenn es auftritt, nehme ich seine oder Rechtriickseite
und bestrafe den Unterdriicker.

Und bis bin mich der Monarch, werde ich lasse nie jedermann Be-
sitz der beweglichen und gelandeten Eigenschaften von den an-
deren durch Kraft oder ohne Ausgleich nehmen. Bis ich lebendig
bin, verhindere ich unbezahlte, Zwangsarbeit. Zum Tag verkiinde
ich, daR jeder frei ist, eine Religion zu wahlen. Bevolkeren Sie
sind frei, in allen Regionen zu leben und einen Job aufzunehmen,
vorausgesetzt dal sie nie andere Rechte verletzen.

Niemand konnten fiir Stérungen seiner oder Verwandter be-
straft werden. Ich verhindere Sklaverei und meine Gouverneure
und Untergebenen werden verbunden Manner, und Frauen als
Sklaven innerhalb ihrer eigenen Anordnengebiete auszutauschen
zu verbieten. Solches Traditionen sollte riilber geabschaffen wer-
den der Welt.

Ich implore zu (Ahura) Mazda, um mich folgen zu lassen, mit,
meine Verpflichtungen zu erfilllen zu den Nationen vom Iran
(Persien), von Babylon und von den der vier Richtungen.
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