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We offer home visits and rehabilitation.

We are registered with all relevant health councils and associations, as
well as bing chartered and state-registered. We are also recognised by all
major health insurance companies.
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Woodside Park Physiotherapy Clinic
78 Southover, London N12 7HB

Tel: 020 8446 8558

www.woodsidephysio.co.uk
Email: info@woodsidephysio.co.uk
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ZigZag Promotions
and London Gherties
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Performing DJ's: HipHop & Funky House

ees B O DJ Shahram DJ Amin ODJ Adel all night to your satisfaction
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EU Accident Management

License No. : CRM3039

Replacement Vehicle, Repair, Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation
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Car Hire

P.C.O REGISTERED
MINI CAB DRIVERS

3 Months Free Service
4 Free TYRES for Cab Drivers

020 8201 8681 0 R
078 9153 0392 SUIT K, TUDOR HOUSE, LANVANOR RD, NW2 2AR

Fax: 084 5430 0346 084 5430 0347
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We cater for every occasion, from the simplest to the most
elaborate, birthday, anniversary, christening, communion,
engagement and wedding cakes.

Sandwich platters available.

Eggless Cake and Kosher Cake Available

Tel: 020 8248 3111

9am- 7pm

www.cakecreate.co.uk - cakes@cakecreate.co.uk
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Molana Medal for
Nazeri )

Noted Iranian vocalist Shahram

’10+4° Shines in India

Latest film by Mania Akbari won the awards for the best film
and best directing at the 12th Kerala International Film Festival
in India.

According to MNA, the prize for the best work as well as the
best director award worth 200,000 rupees were presented to

Nazeri was awarded Molana Medal
on the sidelines of his recent con-
cert in honor of the great Iranian
poet Molana Jalaleddin Rumi at
the Soltan Valad Hall in Konya,
Turkey, the site of the poet’s mau-
soleum.

"10+4’ at the closing ceremony of the event which was held on
December 14.

The film also shared the top award of the event, worth of one
million rupees, with the Argentine film "XXY” directed by Lu-
cia Puenzo.

Several Iranian and Turkish cultur-
al officials, including the managing
director of Iran’s Music House, Hamidreza Nourbakhsh, attended
the event.

According to MNA, Esin Celebi, vice president of the International
Molana Foundation and a descendant of the great poet, presented
the honor to Nazeri and also appointed him as the honorary head of
the foundation.

Expressing her satisfaction with the ceremony, she said, “We have
gathered here to mark the eighth birth centenary of Molana, whose
thoughts center on unity and avoidance of discord.”

She added that the International Molana Foundation in Konya seeks
to promote the thoughts of the great poet in the world and Nazeri
deserves to be its head.

Meanwhile, Nourbakhsh said that the concert was held as part of

"10+4’ is the second feature film after 20 Fingers’, which uses
documentary-drama format to portray the director’s struggle
with cancer.

Akbari earlier won the award for the best film from the perspec-

tive of young jury for her film "10+4’ at Nantes Three-Conti-
nent International Film Festival in France in November.

The award for the best film worth of 300,000 rupees also went
to Puenzo, an Argentine novelist and script writer.

"XXY’ is the dramatic story of a 15-year-old hermaphrodite. She lives with her parents, who have to cope with the challenges of her
medical conditions.

The panel of jury presided by Jafar Panahi, a noted Iranian filmmaker, granted its award to "Happiness’ directed by Abdullah Ouz from
Turkey. The film *Sleepwalking Land’ directed by Terra Sonambula bagged the Federation of International Film Critics’ (FIPRESCI)
prize. The NETPAC award for the best Asian film was given to ‘Getting Home’ directed by Lou Ye Gui Gen and 'Ore Kadal’ (The Sea
Within) by Shyamaprasad bagged the FIPRESCI prize in the Malayalam section.

Ore Kadal also bagged the prize for best Malayalam film. The competition section had more than 150 entries, of which 14 were short-

programs of Iran’s Music House to commemorate Molana.

He added that the entity also honored two leading artists Nazeri and
Keikhosrow Pournazeri for their contribution to Iranian Sufi Music.
Nazeri, accompanied by his group "Molavi, performed a number of
pieces from Molana’s Masnavi in the Dastgah style (Iranian music
system) of Nava.

Molavi ensemble includes Sina Jahanabadi on 'Kamancheh) a tra-
ditional Iranian string musical instrument, Soheil Aminzadeh on
Barbat (lute), Hossein Rezaeinia on 'Daf’ (a tambourine-like instru-
ment) and Mohsen Nafar as the group’s conductor.

Group Plans
Concert With
Chris de Burgh

Iranian authorities have ap-
proved concerts by an Ira-
nian pop group with singer
Chris de Burgh in Tehran,
the group’s manager said on
Saturday.

The concerts, set for the middle of next year, would be the first time
since the 1979 revolution that an Iranian pop band had played along-
side a Western singer inside the Islamic Republic, Arian’s manager
Mohsen Rajabpour said.

Rajabpour, director of Taraneh Sharghi music company, said Arian
and de Burgh had recorded a song called “A Melody for Peace” which
he said was intended “to reflect the peace-seeking spirit of the Ira-
nian people to the world* reported Reuters.

“We are trying to organize the concerts, scheduled for June and
July, he told Reuters, confirming a report carried by Iran’s Fars New
Agency.

The plan is to hold the concert at a 12,000-seat stadium complex in
Tehran. De Burgh is expected to visit Iran early next year as a tourist
for discussions on the project.

De Burgh, born of British parents and brought up in Ireland, is popu-
lar in Iran and his Web site message board (www.cdeb.com) has sev-
eral entries from Iranian fans.

“Iran is definitely one of those countries I would love to visit. Not
only for historical reasons but also for the fact that I believe that mu-
sic is an international language and deserves to be heard all over the
world,” de Burgh replied to one Iranian in a message posted in 2002.
“The head of the music centre of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance has officially announced that there is no problem with
holding a joint performance,” Rajabpour said when asked whether
his plan had been approved.

listed for screening at the festival.

Czech Award for IIDCYA

Members

Three Iranian children won the Rose Plaque of the 35th International Children Fine

Art Exhibition in Lidice, the Czech Republic.

Mobina Nabavi, Ali Qorbani and Taraneh Rasapour, members of the Institute for
Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults (IIDCYA), received the fes-
tivals’ Rose Plaque as well as honorary diplomas, IIDCYA’s Public Relation’s Office

said in a news release faxed to Iran Daily.

About 50 countries participated in the 35th round of the festival which focused on

the theme of Sport’

Twelve other Iranian children were also awarded the festival’s diploma of honor.

Top Books Named

Winners of the eighth edition of the 2006 Year Book Award were an-
nounced by press critics in a ceremony on Thursday.

According to MNA, several cultural and press personalities, including
Mahmoud Dolatabadi, Bahman Sholevar, Farzaneh Taheri and Moham-
mad Hassan Shahsavari attended the event.

The panel of jury of the award comprising of Younes Tarakemeh, Ahmad
Gholami, Mehdi Yazdani-Khorram, named the winners in two sections
namely: the best novel and the best collection of stories.

The novel ‘Angels Smell of Orange’ written by Hassan Bani-Ameri was
selected as the top work, while "Wednesday Nights’ written by Azardokht
Bahrami was awarded for the best collection of stories.

Speaking at the ceremony, Shahsavari said, “There has been a sharp decline
in the publication of literary works in recent years.”

He added that out of 500 fictions published in 2003, some 300 were
reviewed by the Book Award jury. However, less than 50 works were
reviewed in this year’s event.

Tarakemeh also criticized the decline in the publication of novels and
short stories in 2006 describing 2006 as ’a bad year for Iranian literature’
Meanwhile, prominent novelist Ali Ashraf Darvishian as well as writer and
translator Bahman Sholevar were honored on the sidelines of the event.
The event was held in cooperation with Cheshmeh and Qoqnous publish-
ing houses as well as Shahrvand Magazine and Cinema and Literature

Quarterly.
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Jaleh Esfahani

Iranian poet and activistwhose rich and prolific
output across sixty years of exile told of veils,
walls and the unheard voices of women

Jaleh Esfahani spent most of her life in exile from her native Iran, but she became one of the most
prolific and active voices in Iranian literature. For six decades, first in the Soviet Union and most
recently in Britain, she won respect for her heartfelt but controlled verses on exile, happiness and
hope.

Jaleh Esfahani was born in Esfahan, Iran, in 1921. From early childhood, she had a natural talent for

poetry. She published her first book of poetry at 23. In 1946, when the first congress of Iranian poets - --"'g—"" .
and writers was convened in Tehran, Esfahani was the only woman, and she recited a piece in front - " b |
of an audience of 2,000. ¥ t

Her literary activities in Iran were cut short after she married a young army officer, Shams-al-din

Badie, who was an opponent of the Pahlavi regime and suffered persecution for his political views. |
The couple fled to the Soviet Union in 1947. Initially they settled in Baku, where Esfahani learnt ¥
Azeri and graduated from Azerbaijan State University with a BA. Later, in Moscow, she learnt Rus-
sian and got her PhD in Persian literature from Lamanosov University. For many years she worked at
the Maxim Gorky International Academy of Literature. In 1981, amid the turmoil of revolution, she [f
returned to Iran, but two years later she came to London, where she remained until her death.

During her stay in Russia, Esfahani was known as the sole female face of Persian literature. She often

travelled to Tajikistan and Afghanistan and other Middle Asian countries to attend congresses and conferences and presented numerous talks and papers
to promote, encourage and highlight the importance of literary co-operation among the Farsi-speaking peoples.

Poetry was Esfahani’s first love. She published more than 20 volumes of poetry, most of which had been translated into Russian and various European
and other Asian languages. She also translated the works of many Azari poets of the early 20th century into Farsi. Her autobiography The Shadow of
Years was published in 2000.

In 2006 the first English translation of a selection of Esfahani’s poetry was carried out by her friend, Rouhi Sahfii, and published by Shiraz Press under
the title Migrating Birds.

Esfahani was an artist unconstrained by boundaries or country, whose worked painted the rich variety oflife. “I am/ Therefore, I think./ My thoughts are
sometimes simple,/ sometimes deep./ I am the commander of / my own will./ I strive, I write and read/ the inscriptions of/ empowerment/ letter by

i

letter, line by line”

Esfahani spoke out against the tyrants and oppressors who have ruled her country for so long, but for her, humanism was not confined to a particular
country. She dedicated a substantial part of her work to liberty and free thinking.

Veils, walls and the unheard voices of confined women all have a strong presence in her work, which speaks also of movement, turmoil and the cor-
responding drive to sail away from it. Esfahani was often called the poet of hope, and that emotion is in abundance in her work. Her verses are suffused
by love and the joy of life is the centre stage.

“To be joyous is an art,/ should other hearts beat with the/ drum of happiness/ inspired by us/ life would be a unique scene of art.”

Jaleh Esfahani is survived by her two sons.

Jaleh Esfahani, Iranian poet, was born in 1921. She died on November 29, 2007, aged 86

Best Satire Books Awarded

Award ceremony of the first Satire Book of Year was held in Artistic Bureau on Sunday.
According to ISNA, in the prose section, Straight From the Shoulder’ by Kiumars Saberi-
Foumani, T Will Tune My Heart With Yours’ by Parviz Shapour and 'Diplomatic Letter’ by
Yousefali Mir Shakkak were selected as the best.

"Honey Bees Have Diabetes’ by Akbar Eksir, 'Omelet With a Handle’ by Naser Feiz were
chosen as the best in the poetry section while "Taxi Writings” by Naser Ghiasi, ’Guy Like
This’ by Mohammad Rafi’ Ziaei and "King of Kings in Pleasant Alley’ by Mohammad Ali
Oulomi were selected the top works in the story section.

The panel of jury for the Satire Book of the Year Award included Manouchehr Ehterami,
Masoud Kimiagar, Mohammad Reza Torki, Asadollah Amraei and Houshang Moradi-
Kermani.

Special prize of the first Satire Book of Year went to the late Omran Salahi in view of his extensive activities in the field.
Awards included plaques of honor as well as 10 gold coins while the special prize was a plaque of honor and 15 gold coins.

. the birth of sun but fails, as a result of which nights subsequently be-
Yalda, Longest Night Of the Year

many centuries Iranians stay awake on Yalda night, the year’s longest

come shorter and days prolong.

Yalda night is the beginning of the first 45 days of winter starting on
night, to mark the victory of light over darkness. January 11 and ending on February 26. These 45 days are the coldest
This particular night, which coincides with the Dec. 21 night, is a pre- days of the year.
text for all family members to get together with their grandparents and Celebrating Yalda night is one of the oldest traditions of Iran. Nuts and
cherish the ambience of togetherness. fruits, both fresh and dried, are served on Yalda night. Fruit is the sign of
Yalda is an Assyrian term that means "birth’ and refers to the birth of
sun. Romans called it Natalis Anviktos, the birth of unbeatable.

It is interesting to know that the word noel’ also originates from the

divine blessing.

The Iranian Yalda is celebrated in diverse ways across the country, but
grandparents relate stories and recite the verses of Molana Jalaleddin’s
same word. Europe’s Papa Noel, who visits people on December 25, Hafez. Yalda night is a good pretext for strengthening family ties.
concurs with the Iranian Yalda. The 6,000-year tradition revives the spirit of affection, kindness and

In ancient beliefs, on Yalda night, the devil launches an attack to prevent togetherness in families.
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