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Farsi Language Jobs in LONDON

For more information please con-
tact

info@persianweekly.co.uk

CALL CENTRE TEAM LEADER - Cory-
don

(Permanent Vacancy)

CROYDON - SURREY CUSTOMER
SERVICE SUPERVISOR - 22K to 28K +
Excellent benefits including Private Medi-
cal Insurance A well established company
of 20 years with twenty offices across
North America, Europe and Asia Pacific is
looking to recruit a Team Leader ...

Language: Afrikaans, Arabic, Belarusian,
Bengali, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Cantonese,
Cebuano, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch,
English, Estonian, Farsi, Finnish, Flemish,
French, Gaelic, German, Greek, Gujarati,
Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Icelandic, In-
donesian, Iranian, , Italian, Japanese, Ko-
rean, Latvian, Lithuanian, Luxembourgish,
Macedonian, Malay, Maltese, Mandarin,
Norwegian, Persian, Pilipino, Polish, Por-
tuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian,
Serbian, Sign Language, Slovak, Sloveni-
an, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Swiss Ger-
man, Tamil, Thai, Turkish, Ukrainian, Urdu,
Vietnamese, Welsh, Yoruba

Location: Surrey

Salary: £22000 - £28000 per annum + Ex-
cellent benefits

CUSTOMER SERVICES TEAM LEADER
- South London

(Permanent Vacancy)

CROYDON - SURREY CUSTOMER
SERVICE SUPERVISOR - 22K to 28K +
Excellent benefits including Private Medi-
cal Insurance A well established company
of 20 years with twenty offices across
North America, Europe and Asia Pacific is
looking to recruit a Team Leader ...

Language: Arabic, Belarusian, Bengali,
Bosnian, Bulgarian, Cantonese, Cebuano,
Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, English,
Estonian, Farsi, Finnish, Flemish, French,
Gaelic, German, Greek, Gujarati, Hebrew,
Hindi, Hungarian, Icelandic, Indonesian,
Iranian, , Italian, Japanese, Korean, Latvi-
an, Lithuanian, Luxembourgish, Macedoni-
an, Malay, Maltese, Mandarin, Norwegian,
Persian, Pilipino, Polish, Portuguese, Pun-
jabi, Romanian, Russian, Serbian, Sign
Language, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish,
Swalhili, Swedish, Swiss German, Tamil,
Thai, Turkish, Ukrainian, Urdu, Vietnam-
ese, Welsh, Yoruba

Location: Surrey

Salary: £22000 - £28000 per annum + Ex-
cellent benefits

Assistance Coordinator with English and
any second language

(Permanent Vacancy)

Currently recruiting for a fantastic Assist-
ance Co-ordinator role with English and
any other second language with a leading
multinational!! Our client, a world renown
medical assistance multinational is looking
for Assistance Co-ordinators with English
and any ...

Language: Afrikaans, Arabic, Belarusian,
Bengali, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Cantonese,
Cebuano, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch,
English, Estonian, Farsi, Finnish, Flemish,
French, Gaelic, German, Greek, Gujarati,
Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Icelandic, In-
donesian, Iranian, , Italian, Japanese, Ko-
rean, Latvian, Lithuanian, Luxembourgish,
Macedonian, Malay, Maltese, Mandarin,
Norwegian, Persian, Pilipino, Polish, Por-
tuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian,
Serbian, Sign Language, Slovak, Sloveni-
an, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Swiss Ger-
man, Tamil, Thai, Turkish, Ukrainian, Urdu,
Vietnamese, Welsh, Yoruba

Location: Surrey

Salary: £18500 per annum + EXCELLENT
BONUS AND BENEFITS

European Product Support Manager
(Permanent Vacancy)

A European Regional Production Support
Manager is required at a City-based Inter-
national IT Solutions company that thrives
on success in its market niche. This posi-
tion will have responsibilities for the man-
agement of a regional level2/level 3 pro-
duction support team ...

Language: Afrikaans, Arabic, Belarusian,
Bengali, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Cantonese,
Cebuano, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch,
English, Estonian, Farsi, Finnish, Flemish,
French, Gaelic, German, Greek, Gujarati,
Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Icelandic, In-
donesian, Iranian, , Italian, Japanese, Ko-
rean, Latvian, Lithuanian, Luxembourgish,
Macedonian, Malay, Maltese, Mandarin,
Norwegian, Persian, Pilipino, Polish, Por-
tuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian,
Serbian, Sign Language, Slovak, Sloveni-
an, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Swiss Ger-
man, Tamil, Thai, Turkish, Ukrainian, Urdu,
Vietnamese

Location: London

Salary: £70000 - £100000 per annum +
Bonus + Benefits

Senior Systems Developer

(Permanent Vacancy)

As a result of their continued growth and
success, a global investment company
providing alternative investment solutions
is currently recruiting for a senior systems
developer in their London office. This is an
exciting opportunity to work in a senior role
but as part ...

Language: Afrikaans, Arabic, Belarusian,
Bengali, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Cantonese,
Capuano, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch,
English, Estonian, Farsi, Finnish, Flemish,
French, Gaelic, German, Greek, Gujarati,
Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Icelandic, In-
donesian, Iranian, , Italian, Japanese, Ko-
rean, Latvian, Lithuanian, Luxembourg’s,
Macedonian, Malay, Maltese, Mandarin,
Norwegian, Persian, Pilipino, Polish, Por-
tuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian,
Serbian, Sign Language, Slovak, Sloveni-
an, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Swiss Ger-
man, Tamil, Thai, Turkish, Ukrainian, Urdu,
Vietnamese, Welsh, Yoruba

Location: London

Salary: £60000 - £90000 per annum + Bo-
nus + Benefits

Reporting Officer
(Permanent Vacancy)

An exciting opportunity has arisen in a UK
incorporated bank for a reporting officer.
They are seeking a professional, proactive
candidate with good technical skills to join
their team. The main responsibilities for
this role are: -Operation of internal ...

Language: Farsi
Location: London
Salary: £36000 - £37000 per annum

Temporary/contract Marketing Asset Man-
agement

(Contract)

We are currently interested in hearing from
marketing professionals with proven skills
in and knowledge of the asset manage-
ment industry. If you are interested in tak-
ing on temporary and contractual work to
gain new experience and further your ca-
reer within ...

Language: Afrikaans, Arabic, Belarusian,
Bengali, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Cantonese,
Cebuano, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch,
English, Estonian, Farsi, Finnish, Flemish,
French, Gaelic, German, Greek, Gujarati,
Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Icelandic, In-
donesian, Iranian, , Italian, Japanese, Ko-
rean, Latvian, Lithuanian, Luxembourg’s,
Macedonian, Malay, Maltese, Mandarin,
Norwegian, Persian, Pilipino, Polish, Por-
tuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian,

Serbian, Sign Language, Slovak, Sloveni-
an, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Swiss Ger-
man, Tamil, Thai, Turkish, Ukrainian, Urdu,
Viethamese, Welsh, Yoruba

Location: London
Salary: competitive

Multilingual Temporary Worker as Finan-
cial Analyst

(Contract)

An exciting opportunity for a temporary
worker to gain experience within the finan-
cial sector. We are looking for someone
who is keen to work as a financial ana-
lyst. Your role will involve data collection,
implementation and interpretation of the
information ...

Language: Afrikaans, Arabic, Belarusian,
Bengali, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Cantonese,
Cebuano, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch,
English, Estonian, Farsi, Finnish, Flemish,
French, Gaelic, German, Greek, Gujarati,
Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Icelandic, In-
donesian, Iranian, , Italian, Japanese, Ko-
rean, Latvian, Lithuanian, Luxembourg'’s,
Macedonian, Malay, Maltese, Mandarin,
Norwegian, Persian, Pilipino, Polish, Por-
tuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian,
Serbian, Sign Language, Slovak, Sloveni-
an, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Swiss Ger-
man, Tamil, Thai, Turkish, Ukrainian, Urdu,
Vietnamese, Welsh, Yoruba

Location: London

Salary: competitive
Bilingual Sales Executive
(Permanent Vacancy)

Are you a target-hitting salesperson with
ambition? A high quality professional serv-
ice provider urgently seeks a proven sales-
person to accelerate their already rapid
growth. Comfortable and experienced with
closing at all levels, you will be target and
money-driven ...

Language: Cantonese, Danish, Dutch,
English, Estonian, Farsi, Finnish, Flemish,
French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Ice-
landic, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Latvian,
Lithuanian, Luxembourgish, Mandarin,
Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Roma-
nian, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish,
Swiss German, Turkish

Location: London
Salary: £16000 per annum + OTE 30000
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Petrol, Silver, Great condition.

Full service history.

6 Months TAX, 1 year MOT

Price: £7400.00 ONO

Tel: 07980 823 895
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easy to chant, they were more popular among the people attached to the
ruling class. The Yashts have a total of about 35,800 words. They constitute
a highly interesting part of the Avesta.

4. Vendidad (Vi-Daeva Data = Law against the Daevas [evil deities])
has mostly rules and regulations governing pollution and purification in a
remote age of primitive and crude hygiene and few disinfectants. Although
of very late composition in the Avestan language, the contents show that it
might well have its roots in pre-Aryan Iran of the temple-cult of priests and
priestesses. Its laws are harsh, laborious, intricate, and time-consuming. It
does not correspond with what we know about the free and buoyant ancient
Indo-Iranians. In addition to its main subject of pollution and purification,
it has a few chapters on spells, religion, legends, history, geography, and
animals. It is an important source of ancient anthropology. It has 24 fragards
and a total of 19,000 words.

5. Herbadistan and Nirangistan, Books of Priests and Rites, guide peo-
ple in learning to become a priest or priestess and in performing and/or lead-
ing rituals. The contents show that the books were compiled at an early age
when the Staota Yesnya constituted the only “canon,” rituals were not fully
institutionalized, priesthood constituted only a part-time profession, and the
priestly class had not become powerful or hereditary. The two as twins have,
in their salvaged shape, 17 brief parts and approximately 3,000 words. They
have an elaborate Pahlavi commentary which reflects the gradual ascend-
ancy of the hereditary priestly class.

6. Miscellaneous consists of pieces and fragments of varying lengths,
some in good condition and some mutilated, that make a total of approxi-
mately 4,900 words.

Khordeh Avesta (Smaller Avesta), the popular book of daily prayers
since the printing press came into vogue, is neither an independent book,
nor a salvage of the wrecked nasks, nor a standard scripture of specific
chapters and length. Each manuscript and printed edition has its own
number of contents. It has not been mentioned in any of the Pahlavi writings
which supply us with the names and contents of the Avestan scriptures. It
is a digest of selected prayers from the nasks, mostly outside the Stoata
Yesnya—evidently meant to serve as an easy and handy supplement to the
Gathas and their associate prayers.

However, its gradual popularity, especially among the simple folks, has
made it the only prayer book so much so that many of the faithful believe
it to be the Avesta as revealed to Zarathushtra! Originally consisting of no
more than 4,000 words, it may, in its augmented editions, contain as many
as 20,000 words. But whether it has less than 4,000 or more than 20,000
words, all it has are 183 words from the Gathas of 6,000 words! It is, in-
deed, a very non-Gathic selection from the Avesta. Ashem Vohu and Yatha
Ahu are repeated so often that one loses their dynamic, thought-provoking
message. Moreover, Khordeh Avesta has many of its Avestan prayers sup-
plemented by late Middle Persian pieces. It is, therefore, a bi-lingual prayer
book and of a recent compilation.

The extant Avesta has a round total of 98,000 words. As already said, it
is estimated to be less than one third of the original collection of twenty-one
nasks of the Sassanian theocracy.

It may be pointed out that only the Staota Yesnya, the part in the Gathic
dialect, has been mentioned in the Avesta. Staota Yesnya as well as its 33
components have been revered by name. Other parts of the Avesta are
either mentioned in Pahlavi writings, or are recognized by their Pahlavi/Per-
sian titles in their respective manuscripts. That is why their names are in
the Pahlavi style. Furthermore, the Staota Yesnya proper—the Gathas and
the Haptanghaiti (Seven Chapters)—are the only prayers prescribed by the
Avesta, whether performed individually, collectively, ritually, or casually.

The Zarathushtrian Assembly holds the Gathas as the only doctrinal
documents and other parts of the Staota Yesnya as their supplements of
explanatory and devotional importance. The remaining parts of the extant
Avesta and Pahlavi writings, as already stated in Spenta 1-2 of July-Au-
gust 1991, have their ethical, historical, geographical, and anthropological
values. They are, nevertheless, of significant help in better understanding
the Staota Yesnya from philological and sometimes philosophical points of
view.

This does not mean that The Assembly advocates the often-heard
slogan of “Back to the Gathas.” The Gathas are not the past to go back to
them. They are the guide and as such, they are the present and the future.
The slogan or motto, if any, should be: “Forward with the Gathas!”

What, therefore, is needed is neither revision nor modification nor
reformation, but restoration. We must resort to the Gathas, so far uncon-
sciously kept above the reach of people, in order to restore ourselves to
the Good Conscience, the true Zarathushtrian religion. The restoration of
the pure and pristine Gathic principles in every wake of life—both mental
and physical—would automatically mean modernization, rather continuous
modernizing process. It shall keep us always abreast of time, abreast with
a foresight.

“May we learn, understand, comprehend, practice, teach, and preach”
the inspiring message of the divinely inspired Mafthran, the thought-provok-
ing Teacher Zarathushtra, because according to Yasna 55, the Gathas, Our
Guide are “the Primal Principles of Life ... [and] we wish to maintain our lives
fresh as is the will of God Wise.”

ABOUT

PERSIAN
FOOD

One basic thing that all people have in common is food.

We must eat to live but each of us has different food prefer-
ences. By knowing and understanding people’s food habits

garnished so that it pleases the eye.

Iran was first to use many common herbs such as basil,
mint, cumin, cloves, and coriander. Many different foods
originated or introduced in Iran such as oranges, pistachios,
spinach, saffron, sweet and sour sauces, kabobs, almond
pastries, etc. The domesticated goat is believed to have
originated in Persia. The goat's ability to subsist in sparse
vegetation made it ideal for domestication by nomads.
There are still many nomads herding goats and sheep in
Iran today.

An Iranian dinner event with Chicken Kabob, BBQ toma-
toes

and different Khoreshts (curry) at Marin Rug Gallery

No accurate record of classical Persian cooking is available
but we hear that vast banquets occurred at Persepolis. It
is clear that the ancient Persians cherished food. For in-

we are able to understand how people live.

Iranian have looked at food at 3 different ways for many
centuries; medicinal, philosophical and cultural.

Physicians and philosophers considered food and bever-
ages as the main factor to revive body. Consuming food
is a way of weakening or strengthening human character.
Consuming a lot of red meat and fats was thought to cre-
ate evil thoughts and make us selfish. However, consuming
a healthy diet including fruits, vegetables, fish, fowl, mixed
petals and blossoms of roses create unusual powers and
make us gentle and noble creatures.

The ancient philosophy of cold and hot food is linked to an-
cient Zoroastrian religion of the Achaemenian and Sassani-
an. This philosophy once was shared with other civilizations
including China, India, and the medieval West. From region
to region, the classifications may vary. In general, animal
fat, poultry, wheat, sugar, some fresh fruits and vegetables,
and all dried vegetables and fruits are considered as hot.
Most beef, fish, rice, dairy products, fresh vegetables and
fruits are considered as cold. Based on your nature, season
or illness, you eat cold or hot foods. Even today, the way
foods are combined and served takes this into considera-
tion. For instance, walnut, a hot food is combined in a dish
that includes pomegranate, a cold food, to make the dish
balanced and delicious.

From cultural aspect, food was considered to be an art pro-
viding enjoyment to both body and mind.

Iranians refined the taste and flavor of food and how it is
presented although it still retains roots in its ancient sourc-
es. Iranians cook based on what is in season so the food is
as fresh and as best quality as it can be. Fragrance during
cooking and at the table plays an important role, the same
as the taste. Presentation of food is a major factor. Food is

stance, Darius of Achaemenian paid special attention to ag-
riculture. Walnut, pistachio, pomegranate, cucumber, broad
bean and pea (known in China as the “Iranian bean”), basil,
coriander, and sesame were introduced by Parthian and
Sassanian traders. The techniques of cooking have been
passed down generation to generation.

Women have had a great influence in the history of cooking
in Iran. The best chiefs were women. From the palaces of
Persian kings to the average housewife, women have had
fabulous skills in the preparation of food. Therefore, home-
made food is precious and more appreciated than that of
food prepared in a restaurant.

Salad, Dolma, Chello (white rice), Zereshk polo (special
rice made with barberries),

In Iran today, most woman has the extraordinary culinary
competence with an art and dedication when preparing sim-
ple meals to using their imagination when entertaining large
groups. This characteristic does not only apply to house-
wives but also to professional women having full time jobs
preparing elaborate and elegant meals without shortcuts
with simple equipment in their kitchens. Nomadic women
can fascinate you by making everything from scratch such
as bread using little equipment.

Throughout the history, the art of Persian cooking expand-
ed to all the Middle Eastern countries such as Turkey, Iraq,
Armenia, and Syria. Today, when dishes are made, culinary
history of Persian cooking is noted.

Like other countries, special foods are prepared for differ-
ent occasions, i.e. weddings, funerals, birthdays, Persian
New Year, religious and historical feasts, formal and state
gatherings.
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AVESTA

by
Ali A. Jafarey

Indo-European Languages are the most
widely spoken family of languages in the world.
Some 1.6 billion people speak it. Alphabetically,
they contain the following subfamilies: Albanian,
Anatolian, Armenian, Baltic, Celtic, Germanic,
Greek, Indo-Iranian, lItalic, Slavic, and Tochar-
ic. They consist of hundreds of languages and
dialects. From the point of “nativeness,” they
include “Bengali” spoken in Bangla Desh in
the Bay of Bengal in south-east Asia and Ice-
landic in extreme north-west of Europe. In sim-
pler words it spans Eurasia. English, Spanish,
French and a few other languages have spread
far beyond their native borders through Euro-
pean colonization during the last four centuries.
English, Spanish, to a lesser extent, French are
the dominant languages in Americas. Once
Persian was the dominant cultural language
from Turkey on the Mediterranean Sea to the
Chinese borders in Central Asia and the Indian
Sub-continent. Political setbacks have shrunk
its borders to present Iran, Afghanistan, and
Tajikistan.

INDO-IRANIAN SUBFAMILY

The Indo-Iranian subfamily, also known by
the name “Aryan,” has two branches -- Iranian
and Indic (also known as Indo-Aryan). lts living
languages are spoken by 500 million people in
and around the Iranian Plateau and the Indian
Sub-continent.

The ancient Indo-Iranian language had twin
dialects: Avesta and Vedic. The too have the
oldest literature of the Indo-European languages
on record. In fact, the Gathas of Zarathushtra
are the most archaic form of the family. On writ-
ten record, their antiquity is superseded by the
Hittite branch of the Anatolian subfamily. Hittite
texts in cuneiform date from 3600 years ago.

The original country of the Indo-Iranian
language was somewhere east of Volga on the
steppes. Subsequent southward migrations
took the tribes to what is now known as Central
Asia. Further migrations split the family into two.
What are known as Indics began their trek down
through the present-day Afghanistan to the In-
dus Valley and into the entire sub-continent.
The lIranian remained only to spread all over
what is called the Iranian Plateau. Traditionally

the ancient migratory waves took the Indo-Ira-
nian 1500 years to settle in Central Asia. This
happened after the ice age cold spell of at least

8000 years ago. Historical and archeological
evidence also gives almost the same time for
the waves but places it about 4000 years ago.
This brings it close to Hittite period.

AVESTA

Avesta is name given to the most an-
cient language of the Iranian branch. The word
“Avesta” is written in Pahlavi as “apistak” or
“apastak”. If the assumption is correct that the
word is “avistak,” then, like the Indic “Veda,” it
could be derived from “vid” to know. That is why
some opine that it should mean “wisdom, knowl-
edge.” That makes the Pahlavi term of “avistak u
zand” mean the “Knowledge and Commentary.”

Looking to the fact that Avesta was a dead
language by the Parthian period and that it was
only explained by priests through “zand” and the
mysticism that surrounded the text and still sur-
rounds all sacred scriptures, | render the word
to be “a@” (negative prefix) + “vista” (known) =
Avista, unknown, mysterious sacred text ex-
plained only through “zand” commentary. For
similar examples one should turn to the claims
by Christian, Gnostic, Hindu, Jewish, and Mus-
lim masters who say only they and their relevant
predecessors could “unlock” and explain the
mysterious, hidden, unknown meanings of their
scriptures. | render “avistdk u zand” to mean
“The Occult and the Commentary.”

THE AVESTA LITERATURE

The general belief prevailing among com-
mon people, Zoroastrians or not, is that the Av-
esta constitutes the “Sacred Books of the Zo-
roastrians.” Looking at the sacred scriptures of
other living religions, it should be so. Baha'’ism,
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hindu-
ism, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, and Sikhism,
have their relevant sacred books. A closer look
would, however, reveal that the conscious or
unconscious founder of each religion or order
had his or her inspired or thought-out mes-
sage conveyed in person. Later the successors
added much around the nucleus of the found-
ing message and consequently produced a col-
lection of writings, some of them in a different
dialect or language. Still later, the followers of
the successors canonized the collection—duly
collated, edited, and even translated to suit the
times—to form their sacred scriptures. Some
went even further. They ascribed the entire col-
lection to a single author: the revelatory founder,
enlightened promulgator, inspiring gods, or God
of Revelation!

The same holds true about the Avesta, “the
Sacred Books of the Zoroastrians.” A linguisti-
cal and historical scrutiny of the collection, how-
ever, will reveal several layers of literature which
could not but have taken almost a thousand
years to materialize into an oral literature—oral

because, like most of the sacred books of oth-
er religions, it was precisely and meticulously
memorized and passed on by word of mouth
through generations until its final reduction in
writing. Tradition says that it was put in writing
in the very earliest times. But from what we
know of the scripts among the Iranians, it could
have been done during the Achaemenian period
(550-330 BCE) when the Iranians learned how
to read and write.

The collection suffered a disaster when Al-
exander of Macedonia invaded Iran 2317 years
ago in 321 BCE, put an end to the Achaeme-
nian empire, and devastated the royal treasur-
ies in which the Avesta was reportedly kept.
An effort was begun during the Parthian period
(250 BCE-224 CE) to collect what remained in
priestly memories and scattered records. The
arduous task was completed and the collection
was collated, screened, augmented, and canon-
ized centuries later during the reign of the Sas-
sanian King Chosroes | (Khosrow Anushiravan)
in about 560 CE.

It may be noted that during the entire
period of collecting, collating, and canonizing
of the Avesta, Jews and Christians were also
engaged in a similar move, and the present
forms and orders of all sacred scriptures are
the result of meticulous labor over centuries.
Yet critical studies of all them continue to find
new and sometimes startling points about their
original texts, volumes, languages, styles, and
the hands of those who have edited, at times
interpolated, adulterated, added, and deducted
to give the final forms to the scriptures before
their canonizations.

The Sassanian canon of the Avesta was
divided into 21 volumes, called nasks in the
Pahlavi language. The nasks were put into three
categories of seven each. The first category,
called Gathic, had the first nask named after
two Gathic terms to read Stoata Yesnya (Pahl-
avi Stot Yasn), meaning “Reverential Praises.” It
consisted of the seventeen songs of the Gathas
of Zarathushtra and certain subtle addenda of
his close companions—a total of 33 sections, all
in, more or less, the same dialect. This was con-
sidered the core, the foremost of the nasks. The
remaining six nasks of this category, in a slightly
different dialect now conventionally called the
“Younger” or “Later” Avesta, perhaps the dialect
spoken by the priests in control, were later com-
mentaries and supplementaries concerning the
first nask. This category is recognized as the
“spiritual” in Pahlavi books.

The second category is Déatik, meaning
the “legislative” part of the collection. It had rules
and regulations for socio-religious matters. It is
called “material” by the Pahlavi writings.

The third, Hadha-manthra, meaning “With
the Thought-provoking [Words]” was a mixture
of both, a kind of miscellanea. This encyclope-
dic collection covered the then known subjects,
Avestan as well as alien, on religion, mythology,
epic, history, geography, astronomy, hygiene,
healing, medicine, agriculture, judicial law, gov-
ernment, and development.

Every piece of the Avestan text had a
Pahlavi translation, commentary, and supple-
mentary following. It was the Pahlavi renderings
on which the latter priests relied to expound the
religion, because Avesta, as the name “a+vista”
reveals, had become an “unknown” and mysti-
cal divine language no more understood by the
people, including the Sassanian and post-Sas-
sanian priests.

The collapse of the theocratic Sassanian
empire in 651 CE left the Zoroastrian church
without its dominating royal support, and the
whole system, including the Avestan and Pahl-
avi scriptures, began to fall apart. Nevertheless
much of the collection survived as late as the
10th century CE, a period during which many
of the Pahlavi scriptures were written—also re-
vised to suit the times—in a rather salvage op-
eration. It is estimated that between one third to

one fourth of the entire collection has been sal-
vaged. The extant Avesta, mostly religious, has
been reshaped, somewhat casually, sometimes
after the 10th century, to make a little more than
six books. They are:

1.Yasna (literally “Reverence”): It has 72
chapters, each called a haiti, meaning “section.”
It has the Gathic Staota Yesnya intact, placed,
a little haphazardly, in the middle of the Yasna.
Every priest, literate or not, modest or great, had
it well in memory. It could not be lost! The Gath-
as have, therefore, very miraculously suffered
no loss. We have the entire divine message of
Zarathushtra—fresh and inspiring—in the very
words of the Teacher, a feature none of the an-
cient religions can boast of.

Besides the Staota Yesnya, the remain-
ing 42 haitis, most probably salvaged, from
the Hadhamanthra nasks, are, more or less,
monotonous and repetitive praises of the Crea-
tor and the created. Many of the haitis are but
different versions of a single section. Some are
mere announcements about what the priest is
doing or going to perform. They have been obvi-
ously put before and after the Staota Yesnya be-
cause the priests used them as preparatory or
complementary parts of their Gathic rituals. This
explains why the bulk of the Gathic texts are
placed in the middle of the 72-chapter Yasna.

Let it be emphasized again that the present
form and order of the Yasna of the 72 chapters
is not the Sassanian canon, and in all its prob-
abilities, is a reshaped order after most of the
nasks were lost, sometime after the 9th century
CE.

One more point. There are four haitis, 9th
to 11th, known as the Hom Yasht, dedicated to
the deity of the Haoma plant and its intoxicating
juice used by the pre-Zarathushtrian priests in
their rituals, and 57th, called Sarosh Yasht, in
honor of Seraosha, the Gathic abstract for the
“guiding divine voice” personified by the latter
priesthood. They should not have been included
in this collection because of their context and
style, and should have gone to the Yasht col-
lection, but for obvious reasons better known to
the priestly authorities, they have been included
in the Yasna collection. The Yasna has approxi-
mately 24,000 words, about 7,600 of them in the
Gathic dialect, the Staota Yesnya core.

2. Vispered ( All-Festivals) is related to
the original seasonal occasions and the in-
tercalary days at the end of the then lunisolar
year of the earliest Zarathushtrian calendar.
Called Gahanbars in Pahlavi and Persian, they
are thanksgiving ceremonies and feasts at the
close of each agricultural season corresponding
to the climate of the Iranian Plateau. Vispered
is definitely older than its corresponding Yasna
section, because the non-Gathic Yasna speaks
about a purely solar calendar. Vispered has 24
fragards, a later Pahlavi term meaning “chapter”
and approximately 4,000 words. (see Spenta
No.1-2 for Gahanbars).

3. Yashts (Revered) are either fully poetical
or prose-poetry pieces in praise of deities. They
fall into two categories: (1) The martial in honor
of pre-Zarathushtrian Aryan gods—water god-
dess Anahita, plant deity Haoma, contract god
Mithra, sun god Hvare, rain god Tishtrya, victory
god Verethraghna, wind god Vayu and a few oth-
ers who were reintroduced or deified later under
the new term of yazatas (venerable). They have
an epical air about them. They sing of the he-
roic feats of the deities who grant boons only to
their relevant sacrificing devotees. (2) The cleri-
cal ones are composed by post-Zarathushtrian
temple priests in honor of Ahura Mazda and cer-
tain Gathic concepts personified to form, along
with the reintroduced deities, a divine pantheon.
They are incantational in nature. The number of
Yashts varies from 21 to 30 according to vari-
ous reckonings. Originally more in number, they
belonged to the Datic (legislative) category be-
cause being non-Gathic, epical in nature and



& slpolywycolygyyem
ol yoi 431 995 (51 5T 9 B i il oo (1

VY] PERWE TIRUR P R 1 G >
www.persianweekly.co.uk
a )

I-..} JJL@.\“ ..:IJJ“LI.]:.IPL‘ i.-"'""J".‘E
2wl e bl i ol e

Hizad Irjury
E1900  £2:0000
{k i
£3000 - £5Z010
E -..l' J.' . i

et erininii A www.euaccident.com

Replacement Vehicle, Repair, Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensatio

BEU Accident Management Il

PC.O REGISTERED License No. : CRM3039
MINI CAB DRIVERS T S A i

Lar Hire s i olod Lo Lioucdi Jor o lilS o
o dowd &y el 4
070 5082 3805~ W Tt
LIRE ; o ) i
078 9153 0392 S, st i
Aol o ST R
Fax: 084 5430 0346 ;

\ SUIT K, TUDOR HOUSE, LANVANOR RD, NW2 2AR

.

skl b gides il (g1
020 B453 7314

o 3 Al g 3 paB ol s i g Y
LORDS BUSINESS CENTRE

NWAD ;8 i it 30 8 o 38 (85181 (o oty B3l

J

9931 9 g Sleil) 4 (SB35 (b Elgil g colw g (21 )b

020 8453 7350 - 077 3311 3137




