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Tel: 020 7499 5455
Fax: 020 7629 2974

24 North Audley Street, London W1K 6WD
(Off the Oxford St.)
Under New Licence No: 12113380

jravandi@btconnect.com

Dubai:

Tel: (9714) - 2272765
Fax: (9714) - 2277 920

ravandi:emairates.net.ae
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ChiSWiCk auctions
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Auctions Held Every Tuseday starting at 12 Noon

Viewing Auctions
Sunday 12pm-6pm Monday 10am-6pm
Tuseday 10am until sale starts at Noon

Bringing items in for sale or valuation
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10pm- 6pm

1 Colville Road, London. W3 8BL tel: 020 8992 4442
Nearest Tube Station: Chiswick Park and Acton Town Under Ground Station
info@chiswickauctions.co.uk www.chiswickauctions.co.uk
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We cater for every occasion, from the simplest to the most
elaborate, birthday, anniversary, christening, communion,

engagement and wedding cakes.
Sandwich platters available.

Tel: 020 8248 3111

9am- 7pm

www.cakecreate.co.uk - cakes@cakecreate.co.uk
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Qobadi’s Films
Screened in US

Feature and short films by award-winning
Iranian filmmaker Bahman Qobadi were
screened at annual Robert Flaherty Film
Seminar in New York. The event entitled
"The Age of Migration’ was held on the occa-
sion of the 54th annual Robert Flaherty Film
Seminar named after the American classical
documentary producer, Robert Flaherty.
"Turtles Also Fly’,’A Time for Drunken Hors-
es), "Half Moon), ” Life in Fog) and 'Daf, are
among Qobadi’s works scrrened at the event,
IRNA said. This is while the director could
not attend the seminar since he could not get
a visa.Qobadi’s "Turtles Also Fly’ has won
numerous international awards, including
the Best Film Award at the 52nd San Sebas-
tian Film Festival. The director is presently
collaborating with the renowned Mexican
scriptwriter Arriaga Guillermo on the script
for his latest film ’60 Minutes About Us..
Qobadi’s documentaries depict the beautiful landscape and dramatic lives of the Kurdish
residents of the Iran-Iraq border areas.

The seminar will run until July 7.

Kavir photos by Swedish
explorer on display in Iran

The late Swedish explorer and geogra-
pher Sven Hedin’s photos are currently
on display at the Islamic Dissemination
Organization Office in Qom.

A total of 45 of Hedin’s black and white
works have been showcased in the ex-
hibit entitled “From Damavand to Ka-
vir”.

He took the photos between 1886 to
1908 while he was traveling hundreds
of kilometers along Iran’s Kavir paths
and his sojourns in Iranian desert cit-
ies including Bastam, Semnan, Tehran,
Qom, Kerman, Bam and Yazd.

He depicted Iranian architecture,
ritual, anthropology and history in
his photos, exhibit organizer Ebrahim
Soleimani told MNA on Monday. The
exhibition has been organized in order
to introduce the youth with Persian

civilization and as well to encourage
Iranian photographer, he added. Ni-
graphic website described Hedin as
“One of the most well-known travelers of the Kavir (a salt desert in north central Iran).
Hedin knew Iran well and tried more than any of his colleagues to spread this knowledge
worldwide. “Hedin traveled on camelback day and night for weeks journeying hundreds
ofkilometers along the narrow Kavir paths in order to be able to authentically portray the
region in his work. His desire was to write a book in such a way that any reader would be
able, from within its pages, to smell the dust and salt sense the heat of the sands and see
the transparency of the skies” Photos were on display during an exhibit which was held
in November at Niavaran Cultural Center.

Backpack

Part 1

Kashan the city of

Majid Nourian

civilization
Kashan is located in the north of the Esfahan
province and is to the south of Qom. To the west
of this township is the Markazi (Central) Prov-
ince, to the east lies the township of Ardestan
and to the south it is within the limits of the
townships of Natanz and Esfahan. Kashan can
be accounted as one of the archaic cities of Iran.
Archeological discoveries in the Siyalk Hillocks
which lie 4 km west of Kashan reveal that this
region was one of the primary centers of civili-
zation in the pre-historic ages. The said hillock
flourished during the Sassanid and Safavid peri-
ods, and was the capital during the reign of Shah
Abbas Safavid II. Kashan suffered severe damage
during the Saljuqi and Mongol eras. This city and
its respective villages were ruined due to earth-

quakes in the years 1192 A.H. and 1260 A.H.
The city of Kashan has special features in regards

architecture, historical and religious sites. ‘ ' -
Fin Historical Edifice and Garden

This garden is located to the south of the city of Kashan and near the village of Fin. The same
was constructed on the former structures of the Al-e-Booyeh era. Its general layout and aqua
system has been rendered special attention. This vicinity gained fame due to the murder of
Amir Kabir, the reputed nationalist and Prime Minister (Grand Chancellor) of Nasereddin
Shah Qajar. Amir Kabir was assassinated in a small bath here in the year 1268 A.H. by the or-
der of the Shah.This garden is a relic from the Safavid period, and has remained such for centu-
ries due to the capacity of water it gains from the Soleimaniyeh spring. Today, this water flows
into the ‘Lasegah’ pool after meandering through this beautiful garden, and providing water
for the surrounding areas. The structures of this garden are the entrance and its facade, tower
and ramparts, the Safavid and Fathali Shah sections, chambers for the elite, the museum on
the western side of the premises, the large and small bath and the library in the eastern sector
of this garden.The covered construction housing the Shah Abbasi section is in two floors, this
being in the center of the garden and opposite the grand facade. The construction of the same
was completed in the year 1226 A H. Here, there are beautiful paintings and an inscription
worked with plaster in the ‘nastaliq’ script. In the vicinity of this garden, several monarchs such
as Shah Safi, Shah Soleiman, Shah Tahmasb, Shah Abbas, Karim Khan Zand and Fath Ali Shah
have all contributed in the repair or making addition to the structures on the premises. How-
ever, these structures witnessed plunder in the early period of the constitutional revolution.
Sialk Hills

Approximately 4,500 years B.C., a community with an interesting civilization was settled in
this area and their tools were of stone and bone. There is a possibility that the former residents
of this region had succumbed to their successors. Here, Elamite slabs of clay have been found,
and due to the links of this community with that of the civilization of Shoosh (Susa), about
5,500 years ago, they learned to write. Thereby, several clay slabs with the most ancient Elam-
ite script are vestiges of this area. Evidences found in the cemetery between the two hillocks
are related to the fresh immigrants to the Sialk Hill, which bears a strong resemblance to the
discoveries in the Giyan Hillock of Nahavand and Khordin of Savoj Bollag.

Mohtasham Kashany Tomb

This famous personality, a poet of the Safavid era has been laid to rest in Kashan. The small
dome of the mausoleum is decorated in tiles, and the ceiling of the mausoleum is adorned
with beautiful paintings. On the walls, verses from his poems have been inscribed in white on
a navy blue back ground, in the ‘nastaliq’ script.
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Persian Weekly Newspaper

We are a group of interested

individuals who would like to educate the
Iranian community about life in

the UK in order to help them integrate into
their new country of residence through
culture, art, entertainment,

articles and personal stories and also the
purpose of our weekly newspaper is to
promote the fascination of Iranian culture
by exposing the audience to rich

traditions in Persian celebrations, literature,
cinema, art, poetry, music, and etc.

In addition, we provide a common website
for more than 3 million Iranian profession-
als outside Iran. Persian weekly is a non-
political, non-religious newspaper that
encourages anyone who is interested in Per-
sian culture to contribute with the Persian
Weekly Newspaper. You can also contribute
through your article, opinion, photographs
and any other ideas you might have.

Editor-in-Chief: A.Najafi (07733113137)
Advertising : Behzad (078 4646 3971)
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DON’T FORGET

Help to keep public area clean and tidy for everyone by
taking your copy of Persian Weekly Newspaper with you,
when you leave

When you have finished
with this magazine please
recycle it.

Bisotun receives UNESCO
world heritage certificate

Bisotun, an ancient Iranian site bearing
bas-reliefs and inscriptions of Darius the
Great, received the world heritage cer-
tificate of UNESCO during a ceremony in
Kermashah on Tuesday.

The certificate was handed over by pro-
gram specialist Ms. Junko Taniguchi from
the UNESCO office in Tehran to the Ker-
mashah cultural heritage officials, the Per-
sian service IRNA reported.

UNESCO grants the official document
to the sites and monuments, which have
previously been registered on the World
Heritage List.

Located in western Iran some 30 ki-
lometers east of the provincial capital
Kermanshah and at the foot of the Za-
gros Mountains, Bisotun was registered
on UNESCO’s World Heritage List on
July 13, 2006 during the 30th session of
UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee,
held in Vilnius, Lithuania. Taniguchi com-
pared Bisotun with Persepolis and the
Chogha Zanbil Ziggurat, other Iranian an-
cient sites registered on UNESCO’s World Heritage List, and said that each site faces some urgent problems.

She described the lichen growing on the bas-reliefs and inscriptions, and construction of industrial projects on the perimeter of Bisotun as
significant threats posed by the forces of nature and by humans towards the site.

According to Taniguchi, UNESCO has consulted experts around the world to find a solution to the lichen problem.

In August 2006, UNESCO’s World Heritage Center sent a letter to the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Organization demand-
ing an explanation of the reason for the Kermanshah Petrochemical Company establishing the industrial town of Hersin on the perimeter
of Bisotun. Following the letter, an Iranian court ordered the company to cease all operations in the area.

Iran’s Shajarian to perform in Iraq

The celebrated Iranian vocalist Mohammad Reza Shajarian is scheduled to hold a
concert in the northern Iraqi city of Sulaimaniyah.

Shajarian will collaborate with Ava music ensemble, presenting traditional pieces
composed by the renowned Saeed Farajpouri.

Ava members include Majid Derakhshani, Saeed Farajpouri, Hossein Rezaeenia
and Hossein Behrouzi-Nia. Mohammad Reza Shajarian has held numerous in-
ternational concerts. He held a series of concerts in Canada and the US in May
2008. Shajarian has been honored by UNESCO and has received the Mozart and
Golden Picasso Medals among other awards.

Iran’s Pajhan to perform French gypsy jazz

The Iranian band Pajhan is scheduled to perform French gypsy jazz at the Niavaran Cultural Center on July 10 and 11.

The performance is new in Iran, said Conductor Keyvan Kiaras, adding that most of the pieces are French works but a few are composed
by him.

Gypsy jazz (also known as “Gypsy Swing”) is an idiom that some say guitarist Django Reinhardt originated in the 1930s and, as its origins
are primarily in France, it is often called by the French name, “Jazz manouche,” or alternatively “manouche jazz".

The band gave its first performance a week after last year’s Fajr Music Festival in January, said Kiaras adding, “This time, we are making
greater efforts to inform people about the concert by placing posters on streets and distributing brochures throughout the city.”

The band features Kiaras on guitar, Esmaeil Hassani and Mohammad Abaii on rhythm guitar, Tadeh Yusefian on counter bass, Babak Safa-
rnejad on harmonica, and Pejman Farahmand on percussion.
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