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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab . m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JUST|C E

Personal injury compensation
Loss of earning
Protection of no claim bonus

079 0801 0600 - 020 83468 657

Fax: 02083468658 - 235 Regents Park Road Finchley N3 3LF
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Matthew Jordan

BlackBerry Bold 9000  Samsung | 900 16GB Nokia N96 16GB Nokia 6300 Nokia N95

F“é:jj;"ﬁf 128 Viglen House Business Centre
e - -

Free UoicePMail Alperton Lane, Lpndon, HAOQ 1HD
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Selected Price Plan
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Auctions Held Every Tuseday starting at 12 Noon

Viewing Auctions
Sunday 12pm-6pm Monday 10am-6pm
Tuseday 10am until sale starts at Noon

Bringing items in for sale or valuation
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10pm- 6pm

1 Colville Road, London. W3 8BL tel: 020 8992 4442
Nearest Tube Station: Chiswick Park and Acton Town Under Ground Station
info@chiswickauctions.co.uk www.chiswickauctions.co.uk
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PAYE & VAT; Personal, Partnership and Company’s

Complete Tax Planning, PAYE & VAT Auditing and Accounting
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Hafez divination,

Iranian’s intangible heritage

Divination with the odes of Hafez has long been practiced among different Iranian peoples
over the centuries, and this ancient tradition needs to be registered as part of Iran’s intangible
heritage. Divination is the practice of attempting to foretell future events or discover hidden
knowledge by occult or super-
natural means, and this arises
from the folkloric culture of
people. The act of divination
is deeply rooted in our cul-
ture. Actually divination and
consulting with the venerated
books such as religious books
and divans of famous Iranian
poets is rooted in our tradi-
tional beliefs. For example, in
some historical books, one can
read how a commander of an
army at war changes his mind
and withdraws or conversely,
becomes more determined
to continue the battle as a re-
sult of divination. There are
different methods of divina-
tion practiced among people
such as divination with a cup
of coffee, combs, chickpeas,
or cards. And this great atten-

tion by people to divination

has produced a career of fortu-

netelling and soothsaying for

many. The Iranian people pay particular attention to Hafez and his poetry, and the act of
divination using the odes of Hafez has its own special place among Iranians. There are many
historical documents that speak of kings who consulted the divan of Hafez during their rule.
Hafez was nicknamed by the titles “Lisan-ul-Gheib” (one who knows about the future) or
“Tarjoman-ul-Asrar” (one who can interpret the mysteries). The Divan of Hafez is found in
the home of every Iranian family. It is usually put beside the Holy Quran and even some put
it on “The spread of the Haft Seen” (seven items beginning with Persian letter ‘seen’) put on
a tablecloth at the beginning of Noruz.

However, the act of divination has its own regulations about how, when and who should
carry out the process. The act of divination usually takes place on a special occasion such
as at Noruz time, the eve of Charshanbeh Suri (last Wednesday of the year celebrated by
jumping over a fire), the day of Sizdah Bedar (going to parks or out of town to spend the
first 13th day of the year), or Yalda Night (the last night of the fall season).

The one who is selected to practice divination using the odes of Hafez must have a pleasant
voice and be able to recite poetry well. He or she is usually the host of the house in which
relatives have gathered to spend time on the special occasion.

The one who does the act usually performs ablution and then holds the divan in his hand
like a sacred book and murmurs the name of God. Then he waits for the requester to specify
his/her intention in his/her heart; and then usually closes his eyes and finally opens the
book. The first ghazal (ode) that begins on the right page (based on Persian books, the op-
posite of English texts) is the divination, or, if the beginning of the ghazal is on the previous
page, he should turn back to the previous page and recite it from the beginning.

The requester listens carefully and usually gets the main message of the ghazal with the
response to his/her request in the first or second verse. But also during the recitation the
ghazal, everyone listens carefully and tries to guess the intent of requester of the divination,
and even discuss their own opinions as well.

It is the belief of people to petition Hafez during the time of divination, and they usually do
it by calling the name of Hafez’s beloved Shakhenabat, or to pure water and seven bottles of
rosewater, or even to the Prophet Muhammad (S) and the Imams.

Courtesy: The Persian service of CHN based on the book “Popular Beliefs about Divina-
tion of Hafez” written by Mahmud Ruh-ol-Amini

Iran seeking more docs for
case of Achaemenid tablets

Cultural
ism and Handicrafts Organization
(CHTHO) is searching for more
documents to enable the country to

Iran’s Heritage, Tour-

win the court case against the Uni-
versity of Chicago on the matter of
the Achaemenid tablets.
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CHTHO’s Judicial Office has set
up a team of experts to look for the
documents at the archives of Iran’s

Customs Office, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, and former prime ministerial

office -- present Presidential Office, the office director Omid Ghanami told CHN on Mon-
day. The project aims to provide Iran with more documents to prove its ownership of the
tablets kept at the University of Chicago’s Oriental Institute.

“So far, the documents found during the search show that the tablets have beenloaned to the
University of Chicago and the artifacts have not been given as compensation in exchange for
services performed,” Ghanami noted. However, he said that the documents refer to implica-
tions of the subject and the team should search for more reliable documents. According to
Ghanami, it’s not certain when the court session would be held. In spring 2006, U.S. District
Court Judge Blanche Manning ruled that a group of people injured by a 1997 bombing in
Israel could seize the 300 clay tablets loaned to the University of Chicago’s Oriental Institute
and the university cannot protect Iran’s ownership rights to the artifacts. Following Iranian
officials’ protests against the ruling, the court was slated to reexamine the case on December
21,2006, but the court session was postponed to January 19, 2007, allegedly due to the fact
that Iran had not provided all the documents necessary to the court.

The court session was held on the above-mentioned date, but no verdict was issued.

The Oriental Institute holds 8000 to 10,000 intact and about 11,000 fragmented tablets, as
estimated by Gil Stein, the director of the university’s Oriental Institute.

The tablets were discovered by the University of Chicago archaeologists in 1933 while they
were excavating in Persepolis, the site of a major Oriental Institute excavation.

The artifacts bear cuneiform script explaining administrative details of the Achaemenid
Empire from about 500 BC. They are among a group of tens of thousands of tablets and
tablet fragments that were loaned to the university’s Oriental Institute in 1937 for study.
A group of 179 complete tablets was returned in 1948, and another group of more than
37,000 tablet fragments was returned in 1951. Based on a bill approved by the Iranian Majlis
in 1930, foreign research institutes were allowed to conduct excavations at Iranian ancient
sites exclusively or during joint projects with the Iranian government. Foreigners were also
given permission to share the artifacts discovered during the excavation projects with Ira-
nian team members and to transfer their share to their country.

By the act, many Iranian artifacts were looted by foreign institutes working on Iranian an-
cient sites until the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979.

CNN: Gabbeh Among Best Asian Films

CNN has included 'Gabbeh’ directed by Iranian filmmaker Mohsen Makhmalbaf on its re-
cently released list of the Best Asian Films of all Times.

"Gabbely’ beautifully documents the lives of an almost extinct tribe of nomads, living in the
remote steppes of southeastern Iran, Presstv said.

For these wandering families Gabbeh serves as both an artistic expression and an autobio-
graphical record of their lives.

Makhmalbaf’s film tells a fictional love story, using an elderly couple’s ‘Gabbeh’ as a magic
story-telling device to weave the past and the present.

"Gabbeh’ has participated in over 50 international events and has received numerous awards,
including the Tokyo Festival’s Best Artistic Film, and the Sitguess Festival’s Best Director
and Special Critics Awards.
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London Barakat Gallery may win Jiroft
artifact case: official

The Judicial Office director of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts Organization (CHTHO) said that the London Barakat Gallery may
win the city’s appeal court against Iran in the case of the Jiroft artifacts.

“Iran’s team of lawyers is the same team that once convinced the London
appeals court to rule in favor of Iran,” Omid Ghanami told the Persian ser-
vice of CHN on Wednesday. He said that he has not been informed when

the court session would be held.

No more details were given in the report. The Barakat Gallery has appealed
against a London appeals court decision, by whose ruling in December

2007, the gallery must return 18 artifacts smuggled from the ancient site

of Jiroft in southern Iran. In March 2007, London’s High Court had rejected Iran’s ownership of the 5,000-year-old artifacts that had been

put up for auction at the Barakat Gallery, which has offices in Mayfair, central London and Beverly Hills.

The CHTHO appealed the court decision in May 2007. The collection of historic items consists of two jars, five cups, six vases, a bowl, a
vessel and three weights. In March 2008, Britain returned 118 ancient artifacts that had been looted from Jiroft. The items had been con-
fiscated by customs officials at London’s Heathrow Airport in the summer of 2004. Jiroft came into the spotlight in 2002, when reports
surfaced that local people had begun extensive illegal excavations and were plundering priceless relics. Five excavation seasons have been
carried out at the Jiroft site, under the supervision of Professor Yusef Majidzadeh, leading to the discovery of a ziggurat made of more than
four million mud bricks dating back to circa 2200 BC. After numerous rare discoveries in the region, Majidzadeh declared Jiroft to be a
cradle of art, and gave it the title of “the archaeologists’ lost paradise”.

American Psychologist
Translates Rumi Quatrains

An American psychoogist has translated all the quatrains of the
renowned Persian poet Rumi into English.
Ibrahim Gamard along with Professor Rawan Farhadi, the for-
mer representative of Afghanistan to the UN, completed the task
within 22 years, the Turkish daily "Today’s Zaman’ reported.The
book contains the English translations of all of Rumi’s quatrains
as well as their original Persian versions along with a commen-
tary on them, ISNA reported.Gamard in his recent visit to Konya
said that he brought the Quatrains of Rumi to Konya to show his
loyalty to the poet.The California-based Gamard said he was first
introduced to Rumi’s philosophy through a group of Muslims
who visited California in 1978. “I converted into Islam in 1984
and did the Hajj pilgrimage in 1999. I have been learning Persian
since 1981 to become more familiar with Rumi thoughts,” he
said.Gamard said he translated about 2,000 known quatrains by
Rumi. “Eventually, we felt the need to compile them in the form
of abook," he said. “We believe that after this book is published,
Rumi will be better understood, particularly in the US,” Gamard
concluded.

Iceland to screen Iran-
sponsored ‘Snow’

The Iran-sponsored Snow, directed by Bosnia’s Aida Begic is
slated to be screened at Iceland’s Reykjavik International Film
Festival. The post-war Bosnian drama will participate in the
event’s New Visions section, competing for the festival's Golden
Puffin award. Co-produced by Iran, Bosnia Herzegovina, Ger-
many and France, the film relates the story of widowed women
living in post-war Bosnia in 1997, who fight for their freedom
and survival. Snow has participated in numerous international
festivals and has received the 2008 Cannes Critics’ Week Grand
Prize in France. The fifth edition of the Reykjavik International
Film Festival (RIFF) will be held from Sep. 25 to Oct. S, 2008 in
the Icelandic capital.

Kalhor to Perform
Honor of Molana

Acclaimed Iranian musician and instrumentalist, Keyhan Kalhor, will

perform a concert on Septem-
ber 27 at Hollywood Bowl,
USA to commemorate Iranian
mystic poet Molana Jalaleddin
Rumi.

Kalhor, who plays the Ka-
mancheh, a traditional Iranian
string musical instrument, will
be accompanied by Iranian
vocalist Hamid Reza Nour-
bakhsh, whirling dervishes of
Syria and the US Silk Road
ensemble.

Kalhor told Mehr News Agen-
cy that prominent Iranian cal-
ligrapher Yadollah Kaboli will
transcribe Rumi poems in cal-
ligraphy live at the event.

Commenting on the reasons for holding the concert, he said, “I in-

tended to produce a performance which befits Rumi’s dignity.*

The musician regretted that so far many countries have held programs
to honor Rumi. However, they had evil intentions to distort the na-

tionality of the great Iranian poet.

Kalhor also said that he plans to perform a concert in Boston on Oc-

tober 4. An Iranian band will accompany the artist.

They include Nourbakhsh, Siamak Jahangiri on the reed, Behnam Ja-
mali on the tonbak (Persian goblet drum) and Siamak Aqaei on the
santour (dulcimer).Kalkor further said that he will perform his lat-
est album ’Silent City’ in US in Octoeber 2009.Kalhor has composed
many works for famous Iranian vocalists such as Mohammad Reza
Shajarian and Shahram Nazeri.Night, Silence, Desert’, In the Mirror

of the Sky’ and "The Wind’ are among his albums.
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Gulf Air
To Shiraz

£488 -

Including Tex and Charges

bmi
To Tehran

£410

Including Tax and Charges:

Qatar Airways
To Tehran

£370

Including Tex and Charges

Qatar Airways

To Mashad

£415

Including Tax and Charges

Emirat _ Turkish Airlines Iran Air Gulif Air
Including Tax and Charges . "‘-cﬁg ngrg% = Including Tax and Charges Including Tax and Charges
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Tel: 0207 724 8495
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= IKB Travel & Tours, 230 Edgwar& Finacl London, WE 1DW E-mail: Travelinfo@IKBtravel.co.uk
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