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Had an accident? NOT YOUR FAULT?
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab ég;gg Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JU ST]C E

Personal injury compensation
Loss of earning
Protection of no claim bonus

079 0801 0600 - 020 83468 657

Fax: 02083468658 - 235 Regents Park Road Finchley N3 3LF
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Viewing Auctions
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Tuseday 10am until sale starts at Noon

Bringing items in for sale or valuation
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10pm- 6pm

1 Colville Road, London. W3 8BL tel: 020 8992 4442
Nearest Tube Station: Chiswick Park and Acton Town Under Ground Station
info@chiswickauctions.co.uk www.chiswickauctions.co.uk
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HISTORY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF

BROADCASTING IN IRAN

(Part 4)

Written by: Dr. Bijan Kimiachi
bijankimiachi@hotmail.com

When the extension of the lines were completed, a Brit-
ish representative and twenty eight of his compatriots
remained in Iran to work for five month under contract
with the Iranian government to supervise operation of
the lines and instruct Iranians in operating the equip-
ment. The Tehran-Khaneghin line was under British
control for five month, which was later extended.

In accordance with the 1862 treaty, signed by Iran and
England, England’s telegraph system was linked to Bagh-
dad through the Mediterranean and from Baghdad was
extended to Kermanshah, Hamedan, Shiraz, Bnushire
and finally reached Kerachi by sea cable. In this way, two
telegraph lines were in British hands so that if one line
was impaired, the other could be used in its place.

The rapid development of the telegraph during this pe-
riod had linked the cities of the northwest, the south and
the southwest to Tehran and significant advance was
brought about chiefly because of the initiative of Naser
ed-Din Shah. It was really his interest that prompted the
advent of the electric telegraph in Iran in the nineteenth
century.

The telegraph installation was in a very good condi-
tion from 1866 to 1874; the northern lines remained in
operation and southern lines were extended. Not only
were there ample lines to carry messages, but the system
was also a very efficient one. Iranian articles published
during this period attest to the accuracy of telegraph
transmission and the special attention paid by Atezad-
u-Saltaneh to the training of student in Morse Code.

By 1867, Iran had become the link to Europe for mes-
sages dispatched from both Russia and India.

In 1875, Naser ed-Din Shah issued an order to extend
telegraph line over the entire country. Work progressed
rapidly despite the fact that additional equipment had
to be imported from England.

The first telegraph treaty between Iran and England was
prepared in Tehran on December 17, 1862. It was then
sent to England for royal assent, which was received
on February 6, 1863. The treaty contained articles
concerning extensions of telegraph lines, purchases of
equipment and apparatus by Iran, which was to be paid
for over a five-year period. The telegraph system was to
be administrated by British representatives.

To be countinued

Iran’s Karimi to judge
Indian filmfest

E

[

Iranian actress and filmmaker Niki Karimi is set to serve on
the jury of the 39th edition of the International film Festival
of India.

Karimi will be joined by the artistic director of Venice Film
Festival Marco Mueller, Philippino director and actor, Lav
Diaz, Indian actress, Tabu and Chinese filmmaker, Pater
Chan to judge films from Asia, Asia Pacific, Latin America
and Africa.

Karimi, who has performed in over 25 films and scooped
numerous domestic and international awards, has judged at
many international events including the Cannes, Locarno,
Damascus, Rennes, Delhi Osian, Reykjavik, Vesoul and Ber-
lin film festivals.

She began her career with veteran Iranian filmmaker Dariush
Mehrjuii’s Sara for which she received the Best Actress Award
of San Sebastian and Nantes film festivals in 1992.

She made her first directorial debut One night in 2004 and
her second film A few days later (2006) premiered at Rome
film festival.

The 2008 International film Festival of India will also screen
seven feature-length films by renowned Iranian filmmakers.
Saman Moqaddam’s Café Setareh, Dariush Mehrjui’s Cow,
Maziar Miri’s Gradually, Manijeh Hekmat’s Three Women,
Niki Karimi’s Few days later Rakhshan Bani-Etemad’s Main-
line, Ali Rafiei’s Fish Fall in Love and Alireza Raisian’s Havana
File will be screened at the event, which will be held from
Novw. 22 to Dec. 2, 2008.

Iranian sculptor
recreates

Gilgamesh epic
for Turkish park

Ceramic replicas of the Akkadian-language tablets telling
the Gilgamesh epic have been recreated by Turkey-based
Iranian sculptor Babak Sobhi.

The artwork has been installed at Sumer Park in Diyarba-
kir, southeastern Turkey.

Sobhi has lived in Turkey since 1990 and has created many
sculptures that have been installed in Turkish urban sites.
“The artwork has been executed in a ring-like form and all
12 tablets from the Gilgamesh epic have been reproduced
on 2500 individual pieces, each measuring 40x40 centime-
ters, which are viewed from the interior of the ring,” Sobhi
told MNA on Monday.

“Visitors can observe every part of the epic on every single
piece of the artifact,” he added.

Sobhi said that the Sumerian names of the sun and pigeon
have been inscribed in cuneiform on the exterior part the
ring. The 30-ton artwork has been installed on 30 columns
each 2 meters in height. It took Sobhi and his 10 assistants
27 months to make and match the pieces.

Sobhi, 47, described the magnitude of the artwork as
unique in the Middle East and added, “The Gilgamesh epic
isimportant in its use of the word of ‘amargi’ meaning free-
dom. Additionally, it refers to the concept of social justice
in specific parts”

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, the fullest ex-
tant text of the Gilgamesh epic is on 12 incomplete Akka-
dian-language tablets found at Nineveh in the library of the
Assyrian king Ashurbanipal, who reigned from 668-627
BC. Gilgamesh is the best known of all ancient Mesopo-
tamian heroes. Numerous tales in the Akkadian language
have been told about Gilgamesh, and the whole collection
has been described as an odyssey—the odyssey of a king
who did not want to die.

Iran wins Asia Pacific Screen Awards

Iranian actor Reza Naji received the award for Best Performance by an Actor for his brilliant performance in Majid Majidi's
Song of Sparrows. The UNESCO Award for outstanding contribution to the promotion and preservation of cultural diver-

sity through film was presented to Tinar, a documentary produced
and directed by Mehdi Moniri.

The Jury awarded the film for its rich evocation of rural life in the
mountainous regions of Iran. Iranian cinematographers were also
awarded at the 2007 Asia Pacific Screen Awards (APSAs). Rakh-
shan Bani-Etemad and Mohsen Abdolvahab received the Achieve-
ment in Directing award for Mainline.

Kiomars Pourahmad's Night Bus won the Jury Grand Prize and
Hooman Behmanesh received the Achievement in Cinematogra-
phy award for Those Three. The 2008 awards were determined by
an International Jury headed by the Academy Award nominated
Australian director, Bruce Beresford. The Asia Pacific Screen
Awards is a collaboration involving CNN International, UNES-

CO and the FIAPF - International Federation of Film Producers Associations.
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find
new Persepolis relics

Archeologists

r ™

Geomagnetic surveys suggest that the wall dates back to the
Achaemenid Dynasty.

According to Callieri, the discovered kiln was used in the mak-
ing of pottery crafts and enjoys a height of 4 meters. He believes,
however, that the size of the kiln indicates that it was not used
for industrial purposes.

The joint team also plans to conduct geophysical studies as part
of a S-year project that began in October 2008.

Callieri had earlier studied Pasargadae’s Tall-e Takht and an
Achaemenid rural settlement in the nearby Bolaghi Valley in the
province.

The Achaemenid site of Persepolis was registered on the UNES-
CO World Heritage List in 1979.

Geomagnetic surveys suggest that the wall dates back to the
Achaemenid Dynasty.

According to Callieri, the discovered kiln was used in the mak-
ing of pottery crafts and enjoys a height of 4 meters. He believes,
however, that the size of the kiln indicates that it was not used
for industrial purposes.

The joint team also plans to conduct geophysical studies as part
of a S-year project that began in October 2008.

Callieri had earlier studied Pasargadae’s Tall-e Takht and an
Achaemenid rural settlement in the nearby Bolaghi Valley in the
province.

The Achaemenid site of Persepolis was registered on the UNES-
CO World Heritage List in 1979.

UAE filmfest to
screen Iranian film

Young Iranian filmmaker Ramtin Lavvafipour’s Calm Down and
Count to Seven is slated to compete at the Sth Dubai Interna-
tional Film Festival.

Lavvafipour’s film will compete with films from 111 countries
for the festival's Muhr Awards.

The Muhr Awards sees wide participation from Arab countries,
as well as Africa and Asia. Entries from 35 countries partake in
the Arab Cinema competition. The Asia-Africa competition
received entries from 33 countries with entries mainly coming
from Iran, Turkey, India, China and Thailand.

Calm Down and Count to Seven is the story of four people,
whose paths unexpectedly cross one another.

Ramtin Lavvafipour’s Behind that Snowy Hill has received nu-
merous international awards in Spain, Sweden, Australia and
Italy.

The Sth Dubai International Film Festival is scheduled to run
from December 11 to 18 in the United Arab Emirates.

Iran to release computer
game “The Age of Heroes”

based on Shahnameh

Iran will soon release the computer game “The Age of Heroes” with
the central theme of stories from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.

The Ferdowsi Foundation proposed the initial concept and Iran’s

Modern Industry Center produced the game.

The game has been produced in the action genre by Iranian experts,
and revives the Iranian culture and traditions of championship with
the help of good deeds and decency.

The locations and the environment of the game are based on Iran’s
culture, geography and climate, featuring its epic music and Persian
characters in traditional costumes situated in Persian historical mon-
uments.

Over ninety legendary figures based on Shahnameh’s stories are
designed into this game. The main story happens in nine legendary
lands including Sistan, Sarsabz, Kuhestan, and Atashfeshani.

The user must make use of various kinds of weaponry to fight against
the evil characters of the story in order to learn the secret of invulner-
ability. Dialogues play major roles in the game and the user must talk
with the characters inside the story to find the right path.

The major character is named Atar who is the son of Pishdad, the
Sistan’s wise and honorable commander. Zabol, the capital of Sistan,
is the cradle of Persian art and literature and is the initial location
where the game begins. The land has been captured by the demons
and Atar is invited by other Iranian heroes and the men of letters to
fight against the demons. The other tales and characters in this game
are derived from Shahnameh’s characters such as Arash, Siavash, Fer-
eidun, Kaveh, Esfandiar, Rustam, and Zal. The Ferdowsi Foundation
is planning to introduce the game “The Age of Heroes” as an Iranian
cultural production among the Persian speaking nations in Iran and
the world.

Greek festival to screen Iranian films

Two feature-length Iranian films are set to be screened at the 49th edi-
tion of the International Thessaloniki Film Festival in Greece.

Reza Mirkarimi's So Simple will participate in the event's ID-08 sec-
tion and Abdolreza Kahani's Over There will be screened at the In-
ternational Competition section. Kahani's 70-minute production
recounts the story of a young man who has to return to the US but
cannot leave the country due to marital problems. A scene from Reza
Mirkarimi’s ‘So Simple’ So Simple, the story of the daily challenges
set before a middle class Iranian woman, has received numerous in-
ternational awards including the Golden George Award of the 30th
Moscow International Film Festival.
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Gulf Air
To Tehran

£335

Incheding Tax and Charges
Business Class
To Tehran

+£989

Including Tex and Charges

bmi
To Tehran

£430

Including Tax and Changes

Qatar Airways
To Tehran

£345

Including Tax and Charges

Qatar Airways
To Mashad

£345

Including Tax and Charges

Iran Air
To Tehran

£417

Including Tax and Charges

. Turkish Airlines
Emirates To Tehran &
To Tehran

£470 - £390

Including Tax and Cherges Including Tax and Charges
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'I:asahlan::a -.E208 Kuwnll: ...................... £300
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Professional Accident management services

LORD BUSINESS CENTER, 02 0 8453 7292

665 NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD, LONDON, NW2 TAX




