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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JU ST]C E
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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Web; www.andishehschool.org.uk
Email: infe®@andishehschool.org.uk
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90 Hodford Road,
Golders Green
London NW11 8EG

S o
Andizheh School
POy BOX 63313,
Laondon NW4 9FP




Registration Number for Sale

B CA 55 EEM

CA 55 EEM ( Casseem) £6000
BO 55 OK (Boss Ok) £5000 O&.
BO 55 ASK ( Boss Ask) £4000 O @,,
BD 55 MEE ( Boss Mee) £4000
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Tel: 078 5973 6500

Email us: racefarm@hotmail.com
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10 Harley Sitreet
London WIN 1AA
Telephone: +44 20 8202 1836
Mobile: +44 790 333 T498
Email: shahin nejadi@ hotmail.com
Appointments only.
(Evening & weekends available)
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CheIIa Restaurant

www.chella-restaurant.co.uk
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SPECIALISTS IN WHOLEFOODS & PATISSERIE |
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EU Accident Management
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Replacement Vehicle, Repair, Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation

P.C.O REGISTERED MINI CAB DRIVERS
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SUIT K, TUDOR HOUSE, LANVANOR RD, NW2 2AR

084 5430 0347
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Airport Transport
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www.parkroyalcars.co.uk

( PCO registerd driver required )

Ealing to Heathrow £18
Kensington to Heathrow £22

N @ .- 020 8998 1818 - 020 8998 9898 Central London to Heathrow £28
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KarimirevivesIran’s
Cup hopes

¥ L
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A goal from Iran’s star striker Ali Karimi against the UAE on Wednesday brought the Persians back into contention
to qualify for the 2010 World Cup in South Africa.

In front of approximately 50,000 spectators at Tehran’s Azadi Stadium, Iran beat the visitors, who were obviously
demoralized for suffering six defeats in seven games, 1-0.

The Iranians played better in the first half but their strikers failed to take advantage of their chances. Bochum
striker Vahid Hashemian squandered two opportunities. First, he chested down a pass from Karimi but his shot
was saved by Majed Nasser. Shortly after, his header went wide across the goal.

Mohammad-Reza Khalatbari missed Iran’s best chance five minutes into the second half. Pejman Nuri sent a low
cross to box but Zob Ahan striker’s header went straight into Emirate keeper’s hands.

Karimi gave Iran the lead in the 53rd minutes, moving the ball into the box and kicking it into the net to wrap up
Iran’s second victory in the tournament.

The Persians had won over North Korea 2-1 in their first leg.

Iran is still fourth in the 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa qualifiers with seven points. South Korea tops the
pool with 15 points, followed by its northern neighbor with 11 points, with Saudi Arabia in third, also with 11
points. The UAE have just one point.

The third-place team in the group will go to a playoff with the third-place team in Group A for the right to play
Oceania champion New Zealand for a spot at the 2010 World Cup in South Africa.

Photo: TEHRAN: Iran’s captain Ali Karimi dribbles the ball in the match against the UAE in the 2010 World Cup
qualifier at Tehran’s Azadi Stadium.

Traktor Sazi in IPL

Traktor Sazi of Tabriz beat Aluminium Hormuzgan 2-1 and promoted to the Iran Premier
League (IPL) on Monday.

According to Mehr News Agency, Traktor Sazi has promoted to the IPL after an eight-
year absence. Steel Azin had advanced to the IPL last week. Bushehr’s Shahin and
Shahrdari Tabriz booked their places in the play-off stage.

Tabriz's Mashin Sazi, Deihim of Ahvaz, Homa of Tehran and Shahrdari Zanjan relegated
to the Iran’s Second Division.

Iran’s First Division League, known as Azadegan League, consists of two subdivisions,
each having 14 teams. The top two teams are promoted to the IPL as the thirteenth and
fourteenth are automatically relegated to the 2nd division.

PERSIAN SPORT

Iran to participate in Asian
Junior Wushu event

Iran will take part in the Sth Asian Junior Wushu Championships
which are going to be held in Macau from June 7 to 9.

Waushu competition involves Taolu (bare-handed freeform fight-
ing) and Sanshou (weapons form) and is judged by specific criteria
of points to decide a winner.

Macau hosts the biennial Wushu Championship and is expected
to attract many participants from about 20 countries and regions
around Asia.

Taolu and Sanshou derive from the arts of Changquan, Jiangshu,

and some other arts

8 Iranian students to take
part in Universiade

The eight Iranian students will participate in the 25th Summer Uni-
versiade which takes place in Belgrade, Serbia, from July 1 to 12.

“Iranian participants have a good chance to get results in the Univer-
siade. For example, Ehsan Mohajer Shojaei won Iran’s first gold in
previous edition of Universiade was held in Thailand and he is well-
prepared for taking part in the upcoming tournament,” Eidi Alijani,
vice-president of Iran’s Athletic Federation said.

A total of 51 universities, 10,000 student-athletes and 550 coaches
from 21 national championships will compete in 12 different sports
events in the event

Iran to participate in IAAF
Youth Championship

Iran will take part in the 6th IAAF World Youth Championships,
taking place in Bressanone, Italy, from July 8 to 12.

Iran will participate in the event with nine athletes, namely Behnam
Saburi and Amir Beiranvand in 800 meters, Ali Shaffaf in 400 me-
ters and 400 meters hurdles, Masoud Hashemi-Khah in 200 meters,
Hassan Taghian in 100 meters, Meysam Kiani and Mohammad Ali
Ebrahimi in shot put, Mojtaba Shaban in discus throw and Pejman
Ghalenoei in hammer throw.

173 of the IAAF’s 213 Member Federations have submitted prelimi-
nary entries to compete in this biennial World Athletics Series com-
petition, involving approximately 2000 athletes and officials

Iran, Spain Mull Over
Enhancing Sports Relations

Iran and Spain are studying ways to enhance sports cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

The issue was raised at a meeting between Iran’s Ambassador to Ma-
drid Davoud Salehi and Spain’s Sport Secretary Jaime Lissavetzky.
At the meeting, the Iranian envoy stressed that the two sides’ sta-
ble and friendly ties and exchange of sports delegation would help
boost Iran-Spain sports cooperation, Fars News Agency said.

For his part, Lissavetzky voiced satisfaction in the two countries’
sports cooperation, and expressed the hope that Tehran and Madrid
would ink an agreement on sports cooperation in the near future.




A\YAY obo 3135 YY asoa
V- o)Lo.\i': - [033 LJLw

Art & Culture ety

Kerman home to world’s only
Zoroastrian anthropology museum

The City of Kerman in central south of Iran is home to the lone anthro-

pology museum of the world’s Zoroastrians. The museum is located at
the fire temple of the city.

The idea of establishing the museum goes back to the year 1983,
when the library of the Kerman Association of Zoroastrians was es-
tablished.

Head of the association Parviz Vakhshuri and library director Mehran
Gheibi collected historical artifacts for the museum.

The museum was officially inaugurated in summer 2005 in the pres-
ence of the then head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handi-
crafts Organization (CHTHO).

Farzaneh Hormozyar Oshidari and Mahindokht Siavashian were
among the figures who donated funds to help finish construction of
the museum building in 2001.

Among the oldest items preserved at the museum are a handwritten
copy of Gathas (17 hymns believed to have been composed by Zoro-
aster himself)) estimated to be over 200 years old, and one handmade
Afringan (fire brazier) upon which the year 1207 (1828) is engraved.
Rare documents and photos of notable personalities like Keikhosro
Shahrokh, Mirza Borzu Amighi, and Keshvar Khanum are also on dis-
play at the museum.

ir

Women’s costumes including coats, dresses, pants and scarves, all em-

broidered with beautiful patterns and flowers are kept at the museum.
Also included are different kinds of candle lights, fire braziers, and tal-

i

low burners.

L5

Every year a great number of tourists visiting Kerman during the Noruz
vacation are sure to pay a visit to the fire temple and the museum and
the Zoroastrian youth give guides to the visitors.

Interested youth register in education courses at the museum through-

out the year and learn in depth about the details of fire, the fire temple,
religious beliefs and rituals of the Zoroastrians.
Photo: The entrance of the Zoroastrian Anthropology Museum in Kerman

Iran to pub-
lish Afghan
school books

Head of Iran’s printing industry
exporting union Reza Rezaii an-
nounced that Iran would be pub-
lishing textbooks for Afghanistan’s
schools. Several representatives
from the union met with an Af-
ghan publisher during a number
of visits to Afghanistan and over
70 percent of the job is complete,
Rezaii told MNA. “We hope to be-
come like India someday and print
the majority of publications used
by other countries. This is quite
possible for Iran but achievement
requires more logical program. “In
recent years, Iran has enjoyed vig-
orous development in the printing
industry and has the potential to
turn into a regional magnet for the
export of its printed products,” he
remarked. Rezaii later pointed to
the exhibit of Saudi Print 2009 in
October and said that volunteers
from Iran’s printing industry can
register for this exhibit at the venue
of the union.

The organizers of Saudi Print have
designated an area of 300 square
meters for Iranian participants

Destruction of Persepolis stone barrier denied

An official of the Parsa and Pasargadae Research Center (PPRC) denied the destruction of a stone from the staircase structure in the Coun-
cil Hall at Persepolis last week.

A block of stone from the northern stairway
structure of the Council Hall was removed in
the course of a restoration project that had been
taking place over the past few weeks, the official,
who requested anonymity, told the MNA.

The block was then reinstalled in-situ after de-
posits of sand and mud were cleaned from the
fractures and crevices, he added.

A report quoting an anonymous source an-
nounced last week that a block of stone from the
staircase of the Council Hall at Persepolis came
crashing down and shattered as it was being lifted
by a crane.

The official said that the stone block, which had
previously broken into pieces over the years, was
restored by the late Iranian expert Ali Sami before
the Islamic Revolution in 1979.

Sami filled the cracks with cement, which expanded the fissures between fragments of the block. As a result, PPRC had to remove the frag-
ments in order to clean the mortar and deposits of sand and mud from the cracks and joints.
“The stone has never been shattered. The fragments misled the unnamed source to speak in error,” the PPRC official said.

Photo: Experts work on a block of stone from the staircase of the Council Hall at Persepolis.

Soil Temptations’
Bound for India

Iran’s "Soil Temptations’ jointly directed

M. ~es,

by Houshmand Honarkar and Shahbaz
Noushir are to represent Iran at the Sec-

ond International Documentary and
Short Film Festival of Kerala.

The short film narrates the story of a men
and woman who visit the tombs of their
beloved ones.

"Soil Temptations’ has already been
screened at Greece and Cuba film festi-
vals, ISNA reported.

The Kerala festival aims to map and re-
flect the exploding nature of media in its
many facets of creativity and resistance.
It will be organized by the Kerala State
Chalachitra Academy for the Department
of Cultural Affairs.

The festival will run from June 19-25.
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HISTORY AND
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BROADCASTING IN IRAN
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Written by: Dr. Bijan Kimiachi
bijankimiachi@hotmail.com

THE ADVENT AND
DEVELOPMENT OF RADIO IN IRAN

There is also a three-hour program in Kurdish language
which is broadcast daily. Currently the Kurdish pro-
gram is broadcast by an 800-kilowatt transmitter located
in Gasr-e-Shirin.

Arabic programs of Radio Kermanshah are broadcast in
two time period — morning and evenings, six-and-half
hours a day. These programs are received in most of
Arabic countries as well.

There are two 100-kilowatt transmitters installed in the
Kermanshah Radio Center as well.

Radio Gorgan began broadcasting regularly in 1960
with only fifteen minutes a day in Turkish language.
Its coverage was limited to only fifteen kilometers.
Since the city of Gorgan is located near number of vast
plains which are the homes of many Turkman tribes, its
transmitting power was soon increased by installation
of a 10-kilowatt transmitter. Currently Radio Gorgan
broadcasts nineteen hours daily. Four hours of the sta-
tion’s nineteen hours are in Turkman language.

The Turkman language programs consist of programs
for children, young adults, farmers, workers and variety
of other interesting subjects including native music.
Radio Sari began its broadcasting in 1970 with a 1-kilo-
watt transmitter. The station was established mainly to
assist the farmers in the Mazandaran Province area and
to encourage local artists and musicians to preserve the
native arts and music.

Among Radio Sari’s most popular programs are: “Tee-
Tees of Mazandaran” (Youth of Mazandaran) and “Deh-
ghan” (Peasent). The Dehghan program is intended to
inform farmers and peasants of the latest progress and
development in farming, raising cattle and to answer
their questions.

Radio Darya broadcasts only during the summer sea-
sons from a station located in Chalus located in north-
ern Iran. The Chalus station was established in 1972
with a 29-kilowatt transmitter. Due to the traffic from
all points in Iran and from other countries to the coast of
the Caspian Sea three million people every year listen to
Radio Darya. The station is called Darya meaning Sea
because it is mainly received by people near the Caspian
Sea. To be countinued

Statues of Iranian luminaries
unveiled at UN Office in Vienna

Statues of four Iranian luminaries were unveiled during a ceremony at the United Nations Office at Vienna on Tuesday.

Iran’s ambassador to the International Atomic Energy Agency, Ali-Asghar Soltanieh, and several other Iranian and foreign dip-
lomats attended the unveiling ceremony for the statues of Avicenna, Abu Rayhan Biruni, Zakariya Razi (Rhazes), and Omar
Khayyam. “The idea was proposed by Iran’s representative at the UN Office at Vienna and was realized with the cooperation
of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Organization (CHTHO). The process of making the statues began two
years ago,” Soltanieh told the Persian service of IRNA.

“The statues were completed last week and were transferred to the open space of the UN office. The date for the unveiling was
also discussed with (members of ) several organizations, including the United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) and the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), and finally the day June 9 was selected.” The
four statues are the symbols of Iranians’ adventurous spirit over the centuries and they are gifts from the Iranian nation to the
world, Soltanieh added. Abu Ali al-Husayn ibn Sina, known as Abu Ali Sina and commonly known in English by his Latinized
name Avicenna was born c. 980 near Bukhara, in contemporary Uzbekistan, and died in 1037 in Hamedan, Iran. He was a
Persian polymath and the foremost physician and philosopher of his time. He was also an astronomer, chemist, geologist,
logician, paleontologist, mathematician, physicist, poet, psychologist, scientist, soldier, statesman, and teacher. The Muslim
physician and writer Abu Bakr Muhammed ibn Zakariya Razi (8542-925?), also known as Rhazes, whose medical writings
greatly influenced the Islamic world and Western Europe in the Middle Ages, was born and died in Rey. He wrote on almost
every aspect of medicine. Omar Khayyam (1048-1123) is chiefly known to English-speaking readers through the translation
of a collection of his quatrains in “The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam” (1859), by the English writer Edward Fitzgerald.

Abu Rayhan Biruni (973-ca. 1048) was a Muslim astronomer, mathematician, geographer, and historian.

to remove the obstacles in the way to exporting handicrafts,
and to help develop good advertisements and marketing”
He also announced that the CHTHO Handicrafts Depart-
ment is studying the packaging of 30 products, adding that
the studies will be finished in about six months.

“We are hopeful to attract many investors,” he stated.

Persian handicrafts are
improperly packaged

Cultural official Hossein Hatefi-Farmad is convinced that
Iran’s handicrafts do not enjoy good packing.

He said “Our Persian handicrafts are packed either in nylon Hatefi-Farmad also talked about the World Crafts Council

Regional Assembly meeting, which is to be held in Iran in
the first month of the autumn, and said that Iran had previ-
ously played host to two editions of the assembly meeting.
He also lamented the fact that despite the great number of
handicrafts in Iran, the only representative of Iran in the as-
sembly meeting so far is the CHTHO, and asked for more
Iranian artists and NGOs to register for the meeting.

The Handicrafts Department is making every effort to
fully support craftsmen, he said, adding that Persian carpet
exports have unfortunately declined in recent years.

or cigarette packs.”

Merchants often make use of empty boxes and old cigarette
packs to package their goods.

Hundreds of artists, scholars, and students as well as for-
eign guests attended the World Handicrafts Day ceremony
on Wednesday, where over 40 handicraft artists, craftsmen,
and exporters from different provinces were honored.

The ceremony was held at the Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting (IRIB) International Conference Hall.
Speaking at the ceremony, Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism and Handicrafts Organization (CHTHO) Deputy
Director for Handicrafts Hossein Hatefi-Farmad said that

Photo: An embossed silver vase created by Iranian artisans
improper packing is the main problem of the handicrafts Y

in Isfahan
industry, adding, “The best way to improve this situation is
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CNPC to Start
Drilling in Azadegan

China’s CNPC plans to start drilling in Iran’s huge North Azadegan oilfield
next year after a $2 billion deal, under which the top Chinese energy firm had
struck “attractive terms®, an industry source said on Tuesday.

CNPC, parent of Pet-
roChina, is waiting for
Tehran’s final green light
for a deal agreed in Janu-
ary with National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC)
to establish 75,000 bar-
rels per day of oil produc-
tion in four years to de-
velop first phase of North
Azadegan field, Reuters
reported.

State-run Chinese oil firms, including top refiner Sinopec Group and offshore
specialist CNOOC, have each clinched oil and gas deals with Tehran as the
world’s No.2 oil user now imports half its crude oil consumed.

But firms have yet to plough in big investment, as they have long complained
Iran’s buyback terms are not generous enough for oil contracts, while multi-
billion-dollar natural gas pacts are constrained by access to often US-patented
technology amid Iran’s standoff with western powers over its nuclear pro-

gram.

“It took other Chinese state oil firms eight to nine months to get the Iranian
government’s approval after signing agreement with Iranian oil firms. The of-
ficial approval for CNPC should be issued in the coming few months,” said
the source.

Keeping Mum

The Azadegan deal came just months before a $4.7 billon deal CNPC signed
last week with NIOC to develop phase 11 of South Pars gas field, as reported
by Iranian state media, though CNPC officials have kept mum on the deal.
Under the north Azadegan deal with a tenure of 12 years, CNPC is commit-
ted to use 48 months to equip the oilfield with full operating facilities with the
capacity of 75,000 bpd.

The source said CNPC will get a three-pronged package as a return for its
investment in North Azadegan: reimbursement of investment in the form of
cash or oil and gas productions, which should not exceed 40-50 percent of the
total production of the field. CNPC will also get interest compensation for
the total investment calculated at Libor benchmark rate plus a certain points,
plus a comparatively fixed investment return fees, said the source.

“These terms are very attractive,” the source said, adding that the two sides
will talk about the second phase of investment after a more precise assess-
ment when the first phase goes through for a certain period of time.

CNPC is also very interested in the South Azadegan oilfield, which the Ira-
nian government seems more inclined to develop on its own, the source said.
Several western energy firms have put projects in Iran, the world’s fourth-
largest oil producer, on hold or scrapped them due to US and UN sanctions
but Asian companies, particularly from energy-hungry China and India, have
been pursuing deals.

China is the second-largest buyer of Iran’s oil with imports near half a million
barrels in the first four months of 2009. Iran is China’s second-largest crude
supplier.

Petropars Will Develop
New Gas Fields

Iran-Alborz semi-floating platform will formally begin operations in the Caspian Sea and contracts for
the development of phases 27 and 28 of South Pars gas field will be finalized on Wednesday in the pres-
ence of Oil Minister Gholamhossein Nozari.

According to Shana.ir, during the formal inauguration of the gas injection project into the major Aghajari
oil fields on Monday, Managing Director of National Iranian Oil Company Seifollah Jashnsaz said the
semi-floating platform will come on stream on Wednesday, June 10.

“Negotiations on developing phases 27 and 28 of South Pars gas field have been finalized with Petropars
Company and the contract will be signed in the presence of the oil minister,” he said.

This is while Malaysia’s state-run Petronas has also stated that it will partner with CNPC when the Chi-
nese oil company takes over as the main foreign investor in a multi-billion dollar gas project.

Iran has said CNPC is to replace Total to develop Phase 11 of South Pars field after it inked a $4.7 billion
deal with the Chinese oil company, although the French major has said it remains as operator of Phase
11.

“I have been told by CNPC that they are taking over Totals interests in the upstream and that they will
become the operator for Phase 11, Mohammad Hassan Marican, Petronas president and chief execu-
tive, told Reuters.

Petronas is facing declining production at home, especially on the continental shelf of Malaysia, and
crude oil and condensate output will be 650,000 barrels per day (bpd) this year, less than the 700,000
bpd forecast last year, and the company is pushing overseas to try to get new reserves.

Petronas would look at new opportunities as well as its existing commitment as a 10 percent stakeholder
in South Pars Phase 11. The field is part of the world’s largest gas reservoir.

“We remain positive with Iran, yes, it is not really the regulatory environment that’s tough but it is also
the external pressures not to invest in Iran,” Hassan said. “This is an industry that is anchored on long-
term, one needs to remain true to one’s partners and not just plan to go in and out, depending on which
way the wind blows and there are not many resources,” he said.

To reach your Persian audience
talk to "Persian Weekly" first.
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UK’s Brown
survives ouster, must
win back voters

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown has survived a plot to force his ouster — but faced a
harder task Tuesday: persuading the public he can haul Britain out of recession and reform a
tainted political system.

The British leader has wooed doubters within his Labor Party ranks by admitting some of his

failings.

“I have my strengths and I have my weaknesses, I know I need to improve,” Brown told a private
meeting of Labor’s 350 lawmakers, according to an account supplied by his office.

Now Brown hopes to win over voters with plans to create jobs, improve public services and
modernize Britain’s centuries-old Parliament.

Brown’s office said policy ideas will be rolled out over the coming weeks, and that Brown would
deliver on a repeated promise to hold an inquiry into mistakes made over the 2003 U.S.-led
invasion of Iraq.

Treasury chief Alistair Darling said the government must now focus on winning public sup-
port, after Brown’s Labor was punished in European Parliament and local assembly elections
last week.

“We have to make sure that we work hard to rebuild people’s trust,” Darling told reporters at a
meeting of European finance ministers in Luxembourg. “One of the best ways of doing that is
getting on with the job.”

Brown’s Cabinet, newly reshuffled, will meet Friday to discuss a new domestic agenda. “This is
about how we move to the next stage, building on what we have already achieved and what we
have done,” Brown’s spokesman Michael Ellam said.

More than a dozen Cabinet members resigned last week — some saying Brown also should quit
following his timid response to a scandal over lawmakers’ excessive expenses claims.

Though the scandal implicated all three of the Britain’s main parties, voters last week punished
Brown’s Labor Party most severely. Labor finished third place nationally in the EU assembly
vote — and won its lowest share of the vote since 1910.

Most Labor lawmakers refused to back the party dissidents calling for Brown’s resignation, as
many apparently decided that forcing a new leadership contest could damage the party further
before general elections, expected next year.

Labor legislators said they were impressed by Brown’s candor during Monday’s party meeting.
Stephen Ladyman said that, if Brown made better attempts to explain domestic policy, he could
win the same acclaim at home that he has received from overseas for his handling of the global
economic crisis.

“Why is it that he’s recognized as a great world leader in every country except this one?” Lady-
man told the BBC. “He needs to reconnect with the public.”

Cabinet minister Tessa Jowell said Brown would call for national elections in May.

Brown'’s Labor is seen as almost certain to lose to the opposition Conservatives.

Analysts said Brown was likely hoping the economy would improve next year and help revive
his political fortunes.

“I think Brown is convinced that, by eight to nine months time, the economy might show signs
of improving and that he will be over the worst of the crisis,” said Pete Dorey, a political scientist
at the University of Cardiff. “He wants to say ‘I got Britain out of recession, now back me””

Interpol to help identify
victims of Air France crash

PARIS (Xinhua) -- The international police agency Interpol said on Tuesday that it

would help to identify victims in last week’s crash of Air France Flight 447 over the
Atlantic Ocean.

“Since the victims of this tragedy came from all parts of the globe, international col-

laboration will be essential in ensuring their accurate, dignified and speedy recovery

and identification so as to enable the families to begin the healing process,” Interpol

Secretary-general Ronald Noble said.

According to a statement from the agency, the efforts “will be based on Interpol’s in-

ternational accepted Disaster Victim Identification (DVI) protocols.” Data such as

tattoos, fingerprints, surgical implants and dental X-rays will be collected from the

recovered remains.

The plane crash on June 1 took the lives of all 228 people on board. Only 28 bodies

have been recovered by salvage crews so far. ?

UN environment
chief urges
global ban on
plastic bags

Single-use plastic bags, a staple of Ameri-
can life, have got to go, the United Na-
tions' top environmental official said.
Although recycling bags is on the rise in
the United States, an estimated 90 bil-
lion thin bags a year, most used to handle
produce and groceries, go unrecycled.
They were the second most common
form of litter after cigarette butts at the
2008 International Coastal Cleanup Day
sponsored by the Ocean Conservancy, a
marine environmental group.

“Single use plastic bags which choke ma-
rine life, should be banned or phased out
rapidly everywhere. There is simply zero
justification for manufacturing them
anymore, anywhere,” said Achim Steiner,
executive director of the UN Environ-
ment Programme. His office advises UN
member states on environmental poli-
cies.

Steiner's declaration accompanied a
UNEP report that identifies plastic as
the most pervasive form of ocean litter.
According to the report, “Plastic, the
most prevalent component of marine de-
bris, poses hazards because it persists so
long in the ocean, degrading into tinier
and tinier bits that can be consumed by
the smallest marine life at the base of the

food web.”

The ban is already being tested in China,
where retailers giving out thin bags can
be fined up to $1,464. According to one
nationwide survey, 40 billion fewer plas-
tic bags were given out in grocery stores
after the law's enactment. In addition,
Ireland managed to cut single-use plastic
bag consumption 90 percent by levying
a fee on each bag that consumers use. In
the United States, only San Francisco has
completely banned plastic bags. Los An-
geles will do so in 2010. Also, Washing-
ton, D.C.'s city council is set to vote on a
five-cent-a-bag tax later this month. On
first reading, the bill passed unanimous-
ly. Similar proposals have failed in New
York and Philadelphia. Keith Christman,
senior director for the plastics division
of the American Chemistry Council,
responded that the term “single-use” is
misleading because most people actu-
ally reuse plastic bags, “for example, to
line their trash cans.” “A ban on plastic
bags could also cause some unintended
consequences,” he said. In particular,
the increased demand for paper bags
would double greenhouse emissions
and create “a dramatic increase in waste,”
Christman said. Leading U.S. plastic bag
manufacturers aim to increase the recy-
cled content of plastic bags to 40 percent
by 2015, he added. That would reduce
plastic waste by 300 million pounds a
year. Recycling is what we see as the best
approach for the U.S.” Christman said.
“Plastic is just too valuable to waste.”

(Source: mcclatchydc.com)
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‘clean’ election, in :1

letter to Leader

In an open letter to the Supreme Leader released on Tuesday Hashmei Rafsan-
jani has reacted to allegations made against him and his family by President Ah-
madinejad.

In his debate with presidential contender Mir-Hossein Mousavi on Wednesday
night Ahmadinejad accused Rafsanjani and his family of economic corruption.
Ahmadinejad also claimed that after his victory in 2005 election, Rafsanjani had
written a letter to an Arab country in the Persian Gulf region saying that that the
Ahmadinejad government will collapse within six months.

The incumbent president also leveled charges against former Majlis speaker
Nateq-Nouri’s family.

In his letter Rafsanjani stated that Ahmadinejad’s “unfounded and irresponsible”
remarks during the debate with Mousavi were reminiscent of the bitter actions
of the anti-revolutionary groups at the beginning of the Islamic Revolution and
also charges against him in the 2005 presidential election and parliamentary
elections in 2000.

Rafsanjani dismissed as “unacceptable” the view that the accusations were “un-
planned” and made under the atmosphere in the televised debate.

The chairman of the Expediency Council said the accusations are illegal and run against Sharia (religious values) and are devoid of ethics

Omar Khayyam
Biopic Planned

Iran and Russia will produce a joint film on the great Iranian poet, astrono-
mer, and mathematician Omar Khayyam in the near future.
According to Mehr News Agency, primary negotiations were made between
Iran’s Sima Film Productions, an affiliate of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting (IRIB) and a troupe of cineastes from Russia at Sima Film office
on Monday.
The head of Sima Film, Hassan Eslami-Mehr, and Russian producer Boris
Tokarev accompanied by several Russian cineastes, including Vladimir Ani-
sko, Farasat Safiyev and Liudmila Gladunko, attended the ceremony.
They planned to review their facilities for making a film or an episodic series
on the life of Khayyam.
The film locations of the historical TV series ’"Mokhtarnameh) by Davoud
Mirbageri, in a suburb of Tehran will probably be used for Khayyam’s biopic.
Earlier, US-based Iranian director Kayvan Mashayekh had made an independ-
ently-released drama "The Keeper: The Legend of Omar Khayyam’ in 200S.
The film tells the story of a 12-year-old Iranian boy who discovers that his an-
cestor is Omar Khayyam. The story has been passed down in his family from
one generation to another, and now it is his responsibility to keep the story
alive for future generations.
Khayyam (1048-1123) is chiefly known to English-speaking readers through
the translation of a collection of his quatrains in "The Rubaiyat’ (1859), by the
English writer Edward Fitzgerald.

Academic Agreement
With Spain

A cultural agreement between the Spanish University of
Alicante and Iran’s Cultural Office in the country was signed
in Tehran on Tuesday. Based on the deal which emphasizes
holding scientific conferences, implementing research
projects, exchanging students, instructors, scientific books
and experience, cooperation between the two bodies will
develop, IRNA reported.Speaking at the signing ceremony,
chancellor of the university, Ignacio JimZnez Raneda

said that today courses in Persian language have been
institutionalized in the university.

Referring to a short-term course on Iranian studies offered
by the university last summer, he added that it proved very
positive as the students are keen on organizing a similar
course again.

Iran’s cultural attachZ, Ahmad Khezri, for his part, said
that the agreement will help develop scientific and cultural
cooperation between the university and Iran’s cultural
office.

University of Alicante is one of the leading universities in
Spain with more than 15,000 students.
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Travel &Tours LTD

Qatar Airways
To Tehran

£300

Including Tax and Charges

Emirates
To Tehran

£350

Including Tax and Charges
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Qatar Airways

To Mashad

£340

Including Tax and Charges

Turkish Airlines
To Tehran &
Tabriz

Including Tax and Charges

bmi
To Tehran

£407

Including Tax and Charges

Iran Air
To Tehran

£383

Including Tax and Charges

From Manchester
Turkish Airlines

To Tehran

Including Tax and Charges

Business Class
To Tehran

+£989

Including Tax and Charges
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www.YouShouldTravel.com

Tel: Q207 724 8455

6357955

Open Monday to Saturday 9 30am till 6.00pm

IKB Travel & Tours, 230 Edgwar'e Road, London W2 1 DW E-mail: Tr'avellnfo@IKBtr'aveI co.uk
All Prices are from & subject to availability and change.
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