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Had an accident? NOT YOUR FAULT?
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JU ST]C E
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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Registered at: Office of Fair Trading;
Credit Consumer Licensing, ICO
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Principal Accounting
Suite/7 Time House,
56B Crewys Road,
Golders Green, NW2 2AD

Tel: 0208 209 1919

Email: ovace@principalaccounting.co.uk;,
Website: www:principalaccounting.co:uk
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HAD AN ACCIDENT

NOT YOUR FAULT?

We Claim for you anywhere in the UK:
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Please Call Rahimi
Mobile: 07985 376 056 email: lams_Itd@yahoo.co.uk

Free Phone: 0800 432 0445 Tel: 020 8457 4774
London Accident Management Uk. 164 The Broadway, West Hendon London NW9 7AA
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Coffeehouse

Award winning coffees...
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EXCELLENCE IN
FOOD & DRINK AWARDS

2005 GOLD AWARD WINNER
in Association with

Caterer 73663,
6 B 0 U P

First for
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Mehrzad Madanchi joined the UAE’s Al-Ahli on Wednesday on a one-year contract.

The 24-year old Iranian international passed his medical examination on Wednesday in the Dubai-based club.
Madanchi, who has played for the Emirati Al-Shaab and Al-Nasr clubs, has been preferred to Brazilian Cesario in
the club.

It is said that Madanchi joined Al-Ahli for 1 million euro.

Madanchi will accompany Al-Ahli in the 6th edition of the FIFA Club World Cup which will be hosted by Abu
Dhabi in December

PERSIAN SPORT

Two Iranian lifters tested
positive for banned substance

Two Iranian weightlifters have been tested positive for using banned
substance, according to the Iran National Anti-Doping Organization
(NADO) on Tuesday. Rashid Sharifi, who finished first in the Asian
Senior Weightlifting Championship in May, was tested positive for
prohibited substance. “We have requested the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) to test Sharifi’s “B” sample,” Iran NADO spokes-
man Ramin Tabatabei said. Mohsen Davoudi, another Iranian lifter
who won the gold medal in the Asian Youth Weightlifting Champi-
onships in July, has also been tested positive for banned substance

Iran went to Brazil to win gold, coach

Iran’s military volleyball team coach Farhad Nafarzadeh said that his

team went to Brazil to win the championship. Iran claimed the title

at the 30th World Military Volleyball Championship by easily beat-
ing Brazil 3-0, partials of 25-22,25-18 and 25-19.

“This team trained hard for two months. We arrived here really pre-
pared and ready to win a medal.” Nafarzadeh said.

We knew we wanted a medal, preferably the gold medal, and we
showed the world our strength. It is a very happy day for us.

IFF Awaiting Qotbi’s Response

Iran’s Football Federation (IFF) has given
Qotbi a grace period of four days that started
Monday to announce his plans to the federa-
tion for extending his contract.

IFF and Qotbi have not yet reached an agree-
ment on terms of the contract.

“Qotbi has not responded to our request to
announce his plans. It is said his agent has
criticized the fee. I will talk to him seriously
in the next few days,” IFF president Ali Kaf-
fashain said.

Qotbi has to respond to IFF by the end of
the week otherwise the federation will sign
a contract with another Iranian coach, he
added.

The 45 old-year coach, who inspired Persepo-
lis football club to win Iran’s Premier league title after six years, took charge of the country’s national team from
Mohammad Mayelikohan in April. But the Iranian-American coach failed to steer the team to the FIFA World
Cup in South Africa. Iran finished fourth in Group B of the 2010 World Cup qualifiers after South Korea, North
Korea and Saudi Arabia.

IEHA raOTOr ALTEETA DUTAKBAL

Iran drops down six
places in FIFA ranking

Iran has been dropped six places in the FIFA World Ranking re-

Iran went down to 58th with 559 points. Australia, Japan and South

Korea are the best Asian teams respectively in the ranking.

Brazil has toppled Spain in the top of the table following their Con-
federations Cup triumph in South Africa.

Iran fell in FIFA World Ranking after the team failed to advance to
the 2010 FIFA World Cup.

FIFA top ten teams: 1-Brazil, 2-Spain, 3-Holland, 4-Italy, 5-Germa-
ny, 6-Russia, 7-England, 8-Argentina, 9-France, 10-Croatia
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Art & Culture

Iranian foundation
honors Austrian
Iranologist Fragner

Austrian Iranologist Bert Fragner received Iran’s Historical Literary
Dr. Mahmud Afshar Award for his lifetime of research and activities
on Iran’s history and culture in Tehran.

The award committee of the Mahmud Afshar Foundation selected

Fragner for the award this year, the head of foundation Mohammad-
taqi Joneydi told the MNA reporter.

The award ceremony was scheduled to be held on June 20 but was
postponed due to an illness of Fragner. As the winner should be
present at the ceremony, the event will be held later in summer or in
early autumn this year, he added.

Bert Fragner is the Director of the Institute of Iranian Studies of the
Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vienna. He got his PhD in 1970
with his thesis, “Hamadan during the early Islamic period.”

Born in 1890, scholar Mahmud Afshar established a foundation in
1958 for the purpose of publishing books and theses to boost the
Persian language. After his death in 1982, he had designated some
of his properties in Tehran and Shemiran to be literary centers.
The Mahmud Afshar Foundation annually awards scholars who
have contributed valuable literary work or research.

French Orientalist and expert on Hafez, Charles-Henri de Fouche-
cour was awarded for his lifetime of research and activities on the
Persian language and literature in previous edition of the event.

Latifi Planning Film on Ronaldo

Iranian filmmaker Mohammad-Hossein Latifi has announced
plans to make a film on Brazilian soccer player sensation Ron-
aldo.

According to Fars News Agency, Latifi and producer Mansour
Sohrabpour traveled to Sao Paolo upon Ronaldo’s invitation to
negotiate the project, Presstv wrote.

The film will be made outside Iran with a non-Iranian cast and
the title agreed so far would be 'Ronaldo, Number 9’ But that is
subject of change.

The project too is still uncertain and the making the film entirely
depends on Ronaldo’s decision.

Ronaldo Luis Nazario de Lima is a professional soccer player cur-
rently playing for Campeonato Brasileiro club Corinthians.

In the past he has played for Barcelona, Internazionale, Real Ma-
drid and Milan. Appearing in 97 international games, he amassed
62 goals and is only 15 goals away from the Brazilian national
scoring record.

During the 2006 World Cup, Ronaldo became the highest scorer
in World Cup history with his fifteenth goal, surpassing Gerd
Muller’s previous record of 14.

Saddeq Hedayat

stories now available in Georgian

Six works by Sadeq Hadayat, Iran’s foremost modern writer of
prose fiction and short stories, have recently been published
in Georgian.

“The Blind Owl’, “The Stray Dog”, “Three Drops of Blood”,
“Mr. Haji”, “Buried Alive”, and “The Pear]l Cannon” have been
translated by a number of academics teaching the Persian
language at universities in the Georgian Republic, Hedayat’s
nephew Jahangir Hedayat said on Monday.

“The Blind Owl,” about a painter who sees the presence of
death in his murderous, feverish nightmares, is the most fa-
mous modern Persian novel both in Iran and Europe as well
as in America.

It is considered Hedayat’s masterpiece and was not published
in Iran until 1941.

“The Blind Owl” was written during the oppressive latter years
of Reza Shah’s rule. It was originally published in limited edi-
tion in Bombay, during Hedayat’s year-long stay there in 1937,
stamped with “Not for sale or publication in Iran.”

It first appeared in Tehran in 1941 (as a serial in the daily
“Iran”) after Reza Shah’s abdication, and had an immediate
and forceful effect.

Many of Hedayat’s short stories, which have been translated
in various languages, are regarded as among some of the best
written in twentieth century Iran.

He is considered as the founder of modernism in Persian fic-
tion.

Iranian Poet
Mohammad
Hoqougqi Dies

Renowned Iranian poet and critic
Mohammad Hogougi has died at
the age of 72 after suffering from
cardiac and renal problems for sev-
eral years, according to Press TV.
Hoqouqi passed away after his
hepatitis relapsed, resulting in liver
Cirrhosis, which led to his death in
his hometown of Isfahan on Mon-
day.

Mohammad Hoqougi worked with
many acclaimed Iranian literary
figures such as Houshang Golshiri,
Abolhassan Najafi, Mohammad
Kalbasi, Ahmad Miralayi, Mansour
Koushan and Amir-Hossein Afra-
siabi.

He published over 30 books, includ-
ing Modern Poetry, from Beginning
until Today, which was considered
the only encyclopedic source on
modern Persian poetry for nearly
thirty years.

Hoqougi is also known for his in-
troductions and critical articles on
the poems of Nima Youshij, Sohrab
Sepehri, Ahmad Shamlou, Mehdi
Akhavan-Sales and Forough
Farrokhzad.

Over 80 more
ancient, historical
sites identified in
northeastern Iran

Persian Weekly Culture Desk-
Anarchaeological team identified over 80 additional
ancient historical sites during their latest research
project in the Maneh-Samalgan region in North
Khorasan Province over the past few months.

Five state-run projects such as construction of
three dams and a railroad and building of a gas
pipeline are scheduled to be initiated in the region
in northeastern Iran.

The study was carried out in order to pinpoint
locations of ancient historical sites on local maps
to enable the projects’ owners do their job without
damaging the sites.

Sites dating back from the Neolithic era to the Qajar
period have been identified in the region, team
director Mohammad-Taqi Ataii told the Persian
service of CHN on Wednesday.

The relevant maps have been handed over to officials
of the dam projects and the National Iranian Gas
Company, he stated.

However, he added that the officials of the railroad
project have not detailed them about the railroad
route.

No start date for the projects was mentioned in the
report.
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MirmalasCave
in Disrepair

The 12,000-year-old Mirmalas Cave in Kouhdasht, Lorestan

is that they show the very first manifestations of the crave
for arts among the cavemen of Kouhdasht. They gradu-
ally perfected the art and transferred it to next generations.
In the first millennium BC, these paintings and patterns
emerged on bronze object d’arts of Lorestan,” he said.

All the paintings on Kouhadasht’s rocks are designed in a
circular row in the caves situated a few kilometers west of
the city of Kouhdasht. The size of human faces painted in
Mirmalas Caves is between 10 cm to 30 cm. The history of
painting on stones in Iran dates back to the Neolithic Pe-

province, is in disrepair.

The cave in Sarsorkhain Mountain contains color paintings
and patterns on the southern and northern walls, which de-
pict scenes of battle, hunting, human figures and animals.
There are also images of deer, cow, dog, fox and a person
hunting animals on horseback in red and black, Mehr News
Agency reported.

Mysterious Inscriptions

Near the peak of Sarsorkhain Mountain is Houmiyan
Mountain, another mount in Kouhdasht District, which
has unique stone inscriptions.

After the discovery of Mirmalas Cave and Houmiyan, Pro-
fessor Girshman examined related photos and slides, and
said the discovery of paintings in a cave in Lorestan is im-
portant.

“In all archeological studies on excavations pertaining to
caves of Iran, be it my findings in Bakhtiyari mountains or
the excavations in Bisotoun, Alborz and Khorasan moun-
tains, paintings were never found and this indicates the sig-
nificance of this discovery,” he said.

These mountains hold many secrets and mysteries, and
manifest the sadness and happiness of people who resided
there thousands of years ago. These inscriptions reveal the
artistic endeavors of those residents on stones.

A professor of Cambridge University, McBorney, said the
paintings on the walls of Mirmalas Cave, which include
people riding on horses and scenes of war and hunting ani-
mals with bow and arrow, date back to 1500-2000 BC.

“Since the art of horse riding was introduced to the region
during that period by Iranians, these paintings do not be-
long to an older period. The importance of those paintings

riod, which is about 4500 BC.
Damage

In addition to the stone paintings of Mirmalas Cave, Kouh-
dasht has older stone inscriptions in Houmiyan Mountain.

The Houmiyan mountain range extends from north to
northwest of the city of Kouhdast and is surrounded by oak
trees. Travelling through this beautiful landscape energizes
any visitor. However, what saddens every Iranian, especially

residents of Lorestan, is that coal and sharp objects have
been used to draw images on the unmatched and invalu-
able paintings. Spray paint has also been used to damage
the unique paintings such that the original patterns are no
longer visible.

Sunshine and limestone salts have also damaged a portion
of paintings that have a striking similarity to the paintings of
Lasco caves in France.

It is perhaps appropriate to review the regulations of the
United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) about stone inscriptions in order to
grasp its significance.

UNESCO stipulates that stone paintings should never be
touched or made wet, nothing should ever be added to
them, nobody should walk on them, they should remain as
they are and people should only take photos of them.

Given the dismal conditions of the ancient stone paintings
of Mirmalas Cave, one wonders why this invaluable cultural
heritage has not been protected. In comparison, the paint-
ings of Lasco caves are fenced with a glass wall to be protect-
ed against the humidity created by the breathing of visitors.
Mirmalas paintings have some of the most unique color
patterns in Iranian history and should be protected. By in-
stalling thick plastic or small screens, people’s access to Mir-
malas paintings should be avoided. This is not very costly. If
we do not do that today, then in the next few years there will
remain no trace of this matchless heritage.

These paintings represent the national identity of Iranians
and related organizations should value them more. They
are the best means of expanding tourism and ecotourism in
the region, and display the grandeur of the ancient Iranian
nation.

Red Tide
Under Control

Amid concerns that warming weather increases red tide,
researchers say the soap—like foam substance produced
by algae in the Persian Gulf is retreating.

As tourists and residents enjoy the beach, nature has
been struggling to avoid the red algal bloom and experts
are keeping a watchful eye on the situation.

The phenomenon known as “red tide“ is actually the
result of an algal bloom, wherein marine or fresh water
algae accumulate rapidly in the water, Presstv reported.
The latest ecological studies revealed the bloom of the
microorganism Cochlodinium polykrikoides is under
control.

Spring rains have played a helpful role in controlling the
dangerous phenomenon by cooling down the weather.
Before the rains, four to five million units of algae could
be found in a liter of Persian Gulf water. After the spring
rains, the number decreased to Y+,¢++ units per liter.
Scientists believe if the phenomenon is left uncontrolled,
serious effects will appear on the Persian Gulf
ecosystem.

Iranian researchers are racing to find ways to stop
the spread of the red tide before the ocean warms in
summer.

The effect of excessive algae on fish can be lethal. It
produces oxygen radicals that can damage fish gills,
possibly leading to suffocation.

Last year, the little creatures were to blame for ¥4 tons
of dead fish; the damage inflicted on the Persian Gulf is
estimated to be close to $8++ million.
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Iran Largest China
Crude Supplier

Energy Intelligence reported that Chinese crude imports rose by 5.5 percent
to 4.04 million barrels per day in May, with Iran becoming the largest supplier.
As per the report, imports from Iran almost doubled to 730,000 barrels per day
while imports from Saudi Ara-
bia reached 653,000 barrels per
day, which shows a 15.5-percent
decline, Steelguru.com wrote.
Imports from Angola dropped
35.5 percent to 483,000 bar-
rels per day, while volumes
from Oman rose 70 percent to
319,000 barrels per day and im-
ports from Kuwait almost tri-
pled to 244,000 barrels per day.
Demand from China may be up, according to the International Energy Agency,
while global demand for crude is off 2.9 percent year over year.

Although it might be popular and trendy to talk about China being the “next
big thing", the reality is that the tail cannot wag the dog no matter how much it
tries.

The United States is still the world’s largest consumer of oil by far. Unfortu-
nately for China, at least for now, the laws of nature will not be rewritten.
According to the most recent CIA Fact Book figures on Oil consumption, the
United States currently consumes nearly as much oil per year as the entire Eu-
ropean Union and China combined. As a result, based on these figures, when
demand from the US is off, the nearly S percent China’s increase does not mean
much.

When looking at the math, a 4.9-percent decrease in US consumption equates
to 1,013,320 bpd lost. When that figure is contrasted against China’s consump-
tion gain of 6 percent, an increase of 472,800 bpd, the disparity is easily recog-
nizable.

China is not ’really’ increasing consumption, and as a result will not be able to
affect oil prices indefinitely. Over the past several months (since March), China
has been attempting to hoard commodity resources through speculative buy-
ing. This heavy buying is being led by Chinese stimulus money that has been
flowing into its banking system.

Once at the banks, due to lending law differences, this stimulus money is able
to be lent out for use within the broad commodities markets. More specifically,
Chinese banks are able to book physical commodities as allowable collateral as-
sets and can lend on commodity purchases with physical delivery. This cannot
be done by many other places in the world.

Since lending on commodity investment is allowable, Chinese banks and in-
vestors have little reason to pour money into expanding export infrastructure,
which is already far too large for current global demand. As a result, the stand-
ard in Chinese lending has changed for the time being.

With nowhere else to lend, this type of commodity borrowing has become lu-
crative for struggling banks and investors alike. To put it quite simply: What
is the point in developing more export infrastructure that’s not needed? The
recession will eventually end, so rather than increase capacity, existing export-
ers are trying to deal with the prospects of future: increased input costs and/or
inflation.

Exports to Australia Double

Australia’s Commerce Ministry announced that Iran’s exports to this country reached $120
million in 2008, showing an increase of 230 percent.

Trade between Iran and Australia in 2008 reached $324 million, of which $120 million account
for Iran’s exports to Australia and $204 million for Iran’s imports from Australia, the report

- -
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added.

Based on the report, annual trade between Iran and Australia increased to 23 percent in 2008.
In 2007, trade between the two countries stood at $262 million, reported IRNA.

Coal, motor vehicles, barley and manganese ore are among the main products Iran imports
from Australia. Fruits and nuts, building ceiling covers, propane and butane are also among the
main Iranian products exported to Australia.

Iran to Overtake Qatar

Iran will overtake Qatar by inaugurating several phases in South Pars gas field in less than four
years, said Managing Director of Pars Oil and Gas Company Ali Vakili.

The South Pars gas field, jointly shared by Iran and Qatar, stands 80 km to the south of Assal-
ouyeh that lies on the coast of the Persian Gulf, some 270 km southeast of Bushehr.
“Currently, phases 15, 16, 17, 18 and 12 are under development,” he was quoted as saying by
Iribnews.ir.

He said once these
phases come on
stream, Iran will % -

overtake Qatar in ] I’_ 1 g
terms of withdraw- Bt

ing gas from the
field.

Vakili noted that at
present, the coun-
try produces gas
from 10 phases
of South Pars gas
field.

Phases 1-5 of South
Pars totally produce 125 million cubic meters of gas per day. In addition, phases 6, 7 and 8, with

a production capacity of 104 million cubic meters of gas, and phases 9 and 10, with a produc-
tion capacity of S0 million cubic meters, will work at full capacity in the coming months.

To reach your Persian audience
talk to "Persian Weekly" first.
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IOM International Organization for Migration

London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Sireet, Glasgow G1 30X Tel. 0141 548 8116
Wales & South-West: 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 5HX Tel. 0117 907 4777
North-West: Regus Reception, 5th Floor, Horton House, Exchange Flags. Liverpool L2 3PF, Tel 0151 244 5641
Piccadilly House, 49 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2AP Tel. 0161 212 1463
MNorth-East: Citibase, Aspect Court, 47 Park Square East, Leeds LS1 2ML Tel. 0113 346 6010
Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Norfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham B5 4LJ Tel. 0121 633 5074

www.iomuk.org

Actions co-financed IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
by Community Funds We will help you to return home only if you wish to do so.

&y




DY ooy dobs aian

Iran

1Y oolosh — Y\WAA obo ju3 1Y dson

Two British embassy staff in Iran freed

Britain says two more staff from its embassy in Tehran have been released - and is checking reports that a third has also been freed.

Iran’s state-run Press TV reported that just one of the nine local staff members arrested for their alleged role in post-election violence

was still in custody.A British Foreign Office spokeswoman on Wednesday said: “The latest situation is two of our staff have been

released over the last two days.“We are also seeking confirmation following Iranian reports that a further member of staff has been

released today.

“It remains our top priority to get all British embassy staff released as soon as possible. We are continuing intensive discussions with

the Iranian authorities and our international partners to resolve this issue.”

Iran accused the embassy employees of instigating riots in the unrest that erupted over the disputed re-election of President Mah-

moud Ahmadinejad.Britain has rejected the allegations as baseless.

Press TV said only one embassy worker remained in custody after three were released, without specifying when. Iranian foreign

ministry spokesman Hassan Ghashghavi said on Monday that five had been freed.

Prime Minister Gordon Brown expressed “deep disappointment” on Wednesday at Iran’s behaviour since the elections, including its

arrest of the embassy staff.“This action is unjustified and it is unacceptable and some people in Iran are trying to seek to use Britain

as an explanation for the legitimate Iranian voices calling for greater openness and democracy,” he told parliament.

European diplomatic sources said EU nations were considering a proposal from Britain to recall all their ambassadors from Iran in

protest at the detention of the British embassy employees.

Ousted Honduras
president builds
support for return

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (Los Angeles Times) -- Ousted
Honduran president Manuel Zelaya on Tuesday continued to
build support for his return home, but the country's de facto
rulers said he'd be arrested the minute he set foot on national
territory.

As Zelaya addressed a supportive
United Nations audience in New
York, Hondurans in Tegucigalpa were
demonstrating against and, in smaller
numbers, in favor of the deposed left-
ist leader. Zelaya was flown to exile in
Costa Rica early Sunday after soldiers
removed him from his home.
Honduran Atty. Gen. Luis Alberto
Rubi, who clashed frequently with
Zelaya, said Tuesday that arrest war-
rants had been issued accusing Zelaya
of 18 crimes, including treason and abuse of authority. Rubi
said Honduran authorities would ask Interpol to detain Zelaya,
who has said he plans to return to Honduras on Thursday with
a delegation of regional heads of state and other officials.

“The justice tribunals of my country have issued orders to cap-
ture Zelaya because he broke laws,” said Roberto Micheletti,
the former head of Congress whom legislators chose to replace
Zelaya. The Obama administration has joined regional leaders
in condemning the coup, and U.S. officials said Tuesday that
they had severed contacts with the Honduran military. Wash-
ington, which has maintained close ties with the military for
decades, will consider cutting off hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in aid, officials said. That would require the administration
to formally label Zelaya's ouster a military coup.

In Tegucigalpa, the Honduran capital, several thousand op-
ponents of Zelaya filled a downtown square waving blue-and-
white Honduran flags and denouncing Zelaya's ties to Latin
American leftists, including Venezuela's Hugo Chavez.
Repeatedly invoking God and fatherland, Micheletti thanked
his followers “united here to protect democracy” and pledged
to go ahead with the presidential election scheduled for the end
of November. He clasped the hand of Gen. Romeo Vasquez,
the jowly, camouflage-clad army chief whom Zelaya had tried
to fire, and raised their arms overhead in a sign of victory.
Micheletti said army officers were heroes for seizing Zelaya
from his bedroom Sunday morning and bundling him

away, still in his pajamas. “I'm surprised that Barack Obama is
not better informed,” retired Col. Natanael Guevara, 56, said,
referring to U.S. condemnation of the coup. “If Honduras falls,
Central America falls and then Mexico. I'm ready to put my
uniform back on if it means defending my country from Hugo
Chavez”

Guevara was in the crowd rallying in support of the new provi-
sional government. Wendy Marisela Rodriguez, a young moth-
er who runs a small shop, was also there.

Meanwhile, major labor unions, which support Zelaya, de-
clared open-ended strikes. Pro-Zelaya demonstrators staged
a small march, a day after groups clashed violently with army
and police forces. Zelaya had angered the army, the courts and
Congress -- including his own par-
ty -- by trying to change the con-
stitution to allow the reelection of
the president (a tactic employed
by Chavez to remain in office).
He was seven months shy of the
conclusion of his own, tumultuous
four-year term.

Critics accuse Zelaya, a 56-year-
old rancher and logging tycoon
who favors white cowboy hats, of
frequently flouting the law.
Enrique Ortez, the foreign min-
ister appointed by Micheletti, told CNN's Spanish-language
network that Zelaya had also been allowing planes from Ven-
ezuela to fly cocaine through Honduran airspace to the U.S. He
offered no proof. Honduras, like its neighbors, is an important
transshipment point for drugs headed north.

Zelaya was unpopular at home, with approval ratings recently
almost as bad as those of president George W. Bush during his
final months in office. But the coup has been condemned al-
most universally outside Honduras, including by unanimous
vote Tuesday by the UN General Assembly.

Shortly before hearing Zelaya speak, the body approved a reso-
lution calling for his reinstatement without conditions.

Other pressure on the impoverished, conservative country
included a World Bank decision to freeze lending programs.
Neighboring countries suspended trade. Zelaya told the Gen-
eral Assembly that he would abandon the referendum he had
been attempting to use to promote changes in the constitution,
and that he would return to private life at the end of his term.
Although he has said before that he has no plans to seek a way
to be reelected, making the pledge before an international au-
dience might have been a bid to reassure his foreign support-
ers and ensure his reinstatement. Zelaya said the presidents of
Argentina and Ecuador, as well as the head of the Organization
of American States, Jose Miguel Insulza, had agreed to accom-
pany him on his return Thursday.

Iran, Afghanistan
sign trade MOU

Commerce ministers of Iran and Afghanistan
here on Tuesday signed a 17-article memo-
randum of understanding to promote bilateral
trade.

IRIB reported Iranian Commerce Minister
Masoud Mirkazemi and his Afghan counter-
part Wahidullah Shahrani inked the MOU to
streamline two-way trade and expand com-
mercial ties.

Formation of joint commissions of trade and
transportation, establishing Kabul-Chabahar-
Dubai airway, issuing business cards for the
two sides’ tradesmen, establishing Afghani-
stan-Iran joint chamber of commerce in Ka-
bul, signing a preferential trade agreement, ex-
changing trade delegations, and participating
in the other side’s trade exhibitions are some
of the MOU's topics.

IRNA quoted Chairman of Afghanistan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industries Mohammad
Qorban Hagju as saying that Iran’s exports to
Afghanistan stood at $800 million in 2008.
Iran imported $4 million worth of products
like fresh and dried fruits, minerals, precious
stones, and spices from the neighboring coun-
try. He said that Iran exported oil products,
cement, construction material, carpets, home
appliances, and detergents.

G8 to talk Iran
sanctions: Berlusconi

Italian Premier Silvio Berlusconi says the
heads of the G8 states will discuss possible
sanctions against Iran in their upcoming
meeting. Berlusconi said the violence that
followed Iran's presidential election will be
at the top of the agenda during the July
8-10 summit, which will be attended by
the US President Barack Obama and other
leaders of the Group of Eight industrialized
countries.

"I believe we will go in that direction," he
said in @ Monday press conference when
asked about whether new sanctions against
Tehran would be discussed.

Although Italy is Iran's leading European
trading partner, it has ignored Tehran's
warnings against interfering in, and com-
menting on the country's recent post-elec-
tion events.

During last week's summit of G8 foreign
ministers, Rome took a strong stance
against Iran, calling for the government in
Tehran to be condemned over the post elec-
tion events - which Tehran mostly blames
on the UK and Israel.

Italy has also ordered its embassy in Te-
hran to grant visas to several rioters so that
they can escape prosecution after creating
unrest in the country.
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Green Leader will present
documents that prove electoral fraud

As the Iranian opposition continues
to express skepticism about the
election result, defeated candidate
Mir-Hossein Mousavi says he will
present documents that
electoral fraud.

Mousavi, who has rejected the result
of Iran's presidential election as
fraudulent, said on Wednesday that

prove

a number of Iranian scholars are set
to form a committee to preserve the
vote of the people.

The committee aims to "make
public documents proving fraud and
irregularitiesin the election,” Mousavi
said in his latest statement issued on
Wednesday. The opposition leader
added that the committee would
pursue its objections to the vote
result through the judiciary.

"I will join this committee as well,"
Mousavi confirmed.

The remarks came after Iran's
electoral watchdog, the Guardian
Council, confirmed the result of the
June 12 poll following a partial vote
recount and declared Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad as the country's re-
elected president.

Mousavi, President Ahmadinejad's
main rival, had earlier rejected
the offer of partial recount and
refused to appoint a representative
to the special committee. Mehdi
Karroubi, another one of President
Ahmadinejad’s rivals, also refused
to send a representative to the
commission over what he described
as the "lack of impartiality” among
the committee's members, some of

whom had publicly supported the
president.

The third candidate, Mohsen Rezaei,
did not send a representative to the
commission either.

Mousavi's move to reveal documents
proving electoral fraud comes as
Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati, secretary of
Iran's top legislative body, announced
on Monday that the recount of 10
percent of the ballot boxes had shown
no irregularities in the vote.

"The Guardian Council after
studying the issues [ pertaining to the
Iranian election] in several sessions,
dismisses all the received complaints,
and approves the accuracy of the
10th presidential election,” Jannati
said in a letter to Interior Minister
Sadeq Mahsouli.

Ahmadinejad not to participate at AU

Persian Weekly > Politics - President's occupations and his other priorities are the reason he does not attend the summit in

Libya.

TEHRAN (ISNA)-Foreign Ministry Spokesman Hassan Qashqavi said Iran's President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad will not make to
attend African Union summit out of a busy schedule.
President'’s occupations and his other priorities are the reason he does not attend the summit in Libya as it was expected, he noted.
He was expected to participate at the 13th Conference of Heads of State and Governments of the African Union (AU) in Sirte,

Libya, from July 1st to 3summit to deliver a

speech as an observer member.
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