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PART OF LONDON'S BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Organised by:

NUJ

NATIONAL UNION
JOURNALISTS
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Memorial Lecture 2009

"Who's terrorising who?
The media and the war on terror "

& lecture by Liz Fekete

Executive Director of the Institute of Race Relations
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JU ST]C E
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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Sport

Iran finishes 2nd in Asia
Kata Championship

Iran finished second in the men’s kata event of the 9th
AKF Senior Karate Championship 2009 in Foshan, China.
Iran defeated Hong Kong and Malaysia to qualify for the
final game. The team was beaten by powerhouse Japan
5-0 and became runner-up.

A total of 12 teams participated in the kata event.

Iran has taken part in two events of the tourney, namely
kata (performance) and kumite (combat).

The 9th AKF Senior Karate Championship 2009 is under-
way in Nanhai, Foshan city of Guangdong Province from
September 25 to 27

Iran might be dark
horse of Asian Volley-
ball Championship

Iran may play the role of a “dark horse” in the 15th edition
of the Asian Men'’s Volleyball Championships in Manila, the

Philippines. A total of 18 teams will compete for their place
on the podium. The 15th episode is expected to be the
toughest one in the history of the Asian Men’s Champion-
ship. China, Australia, South Korea, Japan and Iran have
an equal chance to climb up to the summit, according
to asianvolleyball.org. Pool A: Philippines, Chinese Taipei,
Kazakhstan, Myanmar Pool B: Japan, India, Indonesia,
Thailand Pool C: China, Iran, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Hong
Kong Pool D: Australia, Korea, Lebanon, Qatar, Maldives

The 2009 Asian Men’s Volleyball Championship will be
held from September 26 to October 5, 2009 in Manila,
Philippines

Esteghlal, Persepolis set
for battle in derby

-—

Iran’s most Important football match will be held at the Azadi Stadium between Esteghlal and
Persepolis on Friday.

Esteghlal as the second team in the Iran Professional League standings’ table is well-organized to
play eighth-ranked Persepolis in the 9th week of the IPL.

Persepolis, who suffers from managerial problems these days, will cautiously face its arch-rival in
this match. The Reds were beaten by pacesetter Paykan 2-1 last week.

Meanwhile, a notable 5-0 victory over Abu Moslem has boosted Esteghlal’s confidence in Tehran
derby.

Of course, Arash Borhani, Esteghlal’s best scorer, will miss the match due to suspension.

Tehran derby is a local football match that takes place twice a year between the two most popular
clubs in Iran: Esteghlal and Persepolis.

This match was declared as the most important derby in Asia and the 22nd most important match
in the world in June 2008 by World Soccer magazine.

Esteghlal and Persepolis have played together 66 times in which Esteghlal has won 20 times, lost
16 times and 30 matches ended in a draw

Iran finishes second in Greco-Ro-
man world championship

Iran’s Greco-Roman team finished in second place in the 2009
FILA World Championships in Herning, Denmark.

Iran bagged one gold in 55 kg category by Hamid Sourian and
three bronzes by Farshad Alizadeh in 74 kg, Habibollah Akhlagi
in 84 kg and Amir Ali Akbari in 96 kg in the tournament held at
the at the Messecenter Herning exhibition center. Turkey claimed
the title with two gold medals and one bronze, and Azerbai-
jan finished in third place with one gold and two bronzes. Final
Greco-Roman Team Standings 1 Turkey, 44 2 Iran, 39 3 Azerbai-
jan, 38 4 Russia, 31 5 Cuba, 26 6 Hungary, 19 6 Georgia, 19 8
Denmark, 17 8 Sweden, 17 8 Uzbekistan, 17 11 Armenia, 15 12
Belarus, 14 13 Germany, 13 14 France, 12 15 United States, 11
16 Kazakhstan, 9 17 Romania, 8 17 Korea, 8 19 Ukraine, 7 19
Finland, 7 21 Serbia, 6 21 Japan, 6 23 Dominican Rep., 4 24 Po-
land, 3 25 Bulgaria, 2 25 Croatia, 2 25 Norway, 2 25 Venezuela,
2 29 Czech Rep.,

Ghotbi:Iran’s football
family is not close-knit

Iran’s football coach Afshin Ghotbi said on Mon-
day that Iran’s football members are not united
together.

Speaking at Iran’s national team football camp,
Ghotbi said, “In my opinion, Iran’s football fam-
ily is not close together. I think there is a wall
between the Iranian football members keeping
them far apart.”

Ghotbi expressed his satisfaction with being
a trainer in Iran, adding, “Thanks God I am a
football coach. In Iran you cannot find a job
as effective as a football coach. You don't have
enough money and facilities here but you feel
love among people.”

Criticizing some Iranian players, Ghotbi stated,
“Without discipline you cannot be a success.
Some Iranian players are not focused, for ex-
ample, they come to training with three cell
phones.”
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Nagsh-eJahan
facing another
catastrophe
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structure into a museum.

“The new restorations are gradually re-
sulting in a historic destruction,” member
of the Isfahan Cultural Heritage Enthusi-
asts Society Davud Paknejad said.

“The mortar used in the restoration has
overloaded the structure and now cracks
can be seen in the ceiling,” he added.

As the threat to the Nagsh-e Jahan Square
from the Jahan-Nama Tower still remains,
another catastrophe is threatening the
square, which is an Isfahan historical site
registered on UNESCO's World Heritage
List.

A restoration project now underway as
part of the square’s second floor known as
Hojreh has turned into a destructive fac-
tor for the site, the Persian service of CHN
reported on Monday.

The use of heavy mortar in restoring the
site has caused wide cracks in the ceiling
and experts believe that catastrophic irre-
versible damage can be expected.

A restoration project conducted by the
late Dr. Bager Ayatollahzadeh began on
the second floor about ten years ago, but
shortly afterwards it was stopped and no
specific reason was given for the halt.

A new restoration project has started in
that part over the past year to convert the

Some time ago, the Isfahan Cultural Herit-
age, Tourism and Handicrafts Department
replaced the broken bricks in the ceiling
in order to repair the cracks, but more
have emerged in other parts, Paknejad
explained.

Experts have warned that if the overbur-
den is not removed from the ceiling, the
structure will collapse in the near future,
he noted.

Comprising the Imam Mosque, the Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque, the Aali-Qapu Palace
and the Qeisarieh Bazaar, the 17th-cen-
tury Nagsh-e Jahan Square was added to
UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1979.

In 2006, UNESCO asked CHTHO to modify
the Jahan-Nama Tower, a trade center
built near the square about eight years
ago.

UNESCO had claimed that the tower
spoiled the horizontal view of the Safavid
complex.

Photo: Aali Qapu Palace (R) and the Imam
Mosque on Nagsh-e Jahan Square

Iran’s Tafreshi shares
Lennart Nilsson Award
with NASA scientist

Iranian photographer and science journalist Babak Amini Tafreshi is shar-
ing the 2009 Lennart Nilsson Award with NASA's Cassini Imaging Director
Carolyn Porco.

The award, which is the world’s most prestigious distinction in scientific and
medical photography, will be presented in recognition of their photographic
work that recalls mankind’s place in the universe.

The event’s panel citation reads as follows:
“Babak A. Tafreshi’s photographs reclaim a night sky that most modern
people have lost. He takes us to remote places where the stars still look
like they did at the dawn of mankind. His work calls to mind the beauty of
the universe and human life on our planet.”

Babak A. Tafreshi, photographer, science journalist and amateur astrono-
mer, was born in Tehran in 1978. His photographs from his expeditions
around the world have been published in foreign journals, on TV and on
the NASA website, and have been featured in @ number of international
exhibitions. From 1997 to 2007 he was editor, and later editor-in-chief of
the Iranian astronomy magazine Nojum.

The annual Lennart Nilsson Award is presented in honor of the legendary
Swedish photographer, who has been working with imagery at Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm for decades.

Photo: The rotation of the earth is showed in a photo by Babak Amini Ta-
freshi at Iran’s ancient site of Nagsh-e Rustam, which is home to the tombs
of the Achaemenid kings Darius I, Xerxes I, Artaxerxes I, and Darius II, and
several other sites dating back to the Elamite and Sassanid eras.

Spanish festival honors Tehran Vocal Ensemble

The Tehran Vocal Ensemble won the golden medal in the Mixed Choir Category of the 11th

International Folksong Choir Festival.

The ensembile is the only non-European participant in the event that was held from September

23 to 26 in Barcelona, Spain.

The ensemble had three performances: one in
the competition section, one open-air concert and
another at Barcelona’s Church of St. Maria del Pi -

Barrio Gotico.

They performed several Azeri and Armenian
pieces as well as some European folk music dur-

ing the festival.

Tehran Vocal Ensemble was awarded two medals
at the 2nd Asian Choir Games, which took place in

South Korea this year.

TG veoTs LLA DEESAINE

The competing groups were judged by a group of

four musicians and choir directors, and included Germany’s Michael Rinscheid, Estonia’s Kai

Toe Ellermaa, Italy’s Felix Resch and Czech Republic’s Miroslav Kosler.

“Whistling under Water”

wins diploma at St. Petersburg student filmfest

The Iranian short film “Whistling under Water” by director
Hushmand Varaei received a diploma at the St. Petersburg Stu-
dent Film Festival running from September 18 to 23.

The experimental film received a diploma in memory of Sergey
Dobrotvorsky for the fruitful search of sources of the impos-
sible.

In the synopsis it reads, “There are always some who are hap-
less since they must be so, and some are fortunate because
they must be fortunate.”

The 15-minute movie is cosponsored by Kermanshah Art Bu-
reau and Iran Film School. Pejman Masudi, Hoda Varaei, Nesa
Rezayan, and Kaveh Dudi are among the cast members.
Produced by Hushang Varaei and Latifeh Ein-Jafari, cinematog-
rapher Mohammad Mojallal and sound-recorder Javid Khoshdel
cooperated in this project.
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Iran’s Parastuii wins .
Best Actor Award at Noruz and Iranian

Georgian festival radifs registered on
UNESCO list

Noruz and the titles and items of the radifs in Iranian

Iran’s Parviz Parastuii won the Best Actor
Award at the Batumi International Art-
House Film Festival in Georgia.

Parastuii was presented with the award music have been registered on UNESCO's List of the In-
for his role in Abdolreza Kahani's ac-

tangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The decision to add Noruz and the radifs to the list was
made on Wednesday during a meeting of UNESCO's
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding
of the Intangible Heritage, which is underway in Abu
Dhabi, Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization announced in a press release.

Noruz, the ancient celebration of the Iranian New Year,
beginning on the first day of spring, had been proposed
for registration by Iran, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Paki-
stan, Tajikistan, Turkey, and Kyrgyzstan.

The radifs are the total collection of more than 200 gush-
ehs -- traditional melodic entities -- in all 12 dastgahs.
The meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Heritage began on
September 28 and runs until October 2.

Photo: A Noruz “Haft Seen” spread, which includes
seven items that begin with the Persian letter “seen”,
which is pronounced in the same way as “s” in English.
This “Haft Seen” spread features sib (apple), samanu (a
sweet pudding made from wheat seedlings), seer (gar-
lic), sekkeh (coins), sumac (a spice), serkeh (vinegar),
and sabzeh (green sprouted seeds).

claimed film “Twenty” during a ceremony
on Monday.

| N | |
Present at the ceremony were the film’s I a I kl Sta n
editor and wife of Kahani, Shima Monfar-
ad, who went on stage to receive Paras-

tuii's award and read his acceptance note to Celebrate Rumi Day

to the audience.

Monfared called Parastuii one of the most = Fgge 1
favorite and prestigious actors of Iran’s - "
cinema who has won awards in national i
events several times but this is the first |
time he has received an international
award.

“The film’s cast and crew did their utmost
during the film’s production and I was
happy for each time ‘Twenty’ achieved na-
tional and international success,” Parastuii
told MNA.

“I congratulate the crew particularly Ka-
hani for this award because he encour-
aged the crew to do their best. I believe
that this award belongs to the Iranian na-
tion,” he said.

He went on to say that although he did
not know Kahani before this production,
he was attracted by the film script, which
focuses on social problems and explores
them tastefully.

Mahtab Karamati and Alireza Khamseh
are main members of the cast in “Twen-
ty”, which is about a once-popular recep-
tion hall that now reduced to catering to
the funeral business, whose workers are
struggling to preserve it.

Tajikistan is preparing to celebrate Rumi National Day
on September 30 with variety of conferences, theater
performances and several other cultural programs.
All theaters in Dushanbe will be offering performances
based on Molana Rumi’s works, especially on Masnavi,
the spokesman for Tajikistan Ministry of Culture Anvar
Yusupov informed the Persian service of Fars News
Agency.

In addition, the best singers in the country will be
singing Rumi’s poetry, he said, adding, “The Russian
residents of the country are also interested in Rumi
and several programs have been prepared in Russian
for them at the Mayakovsky Theater in the capital.”

Experts on Rumi, researchers and scholars are also
invited to attend a conference on Rumi’s Masnavi and
its historical identity in Khatlon Province.

Tajikistan marked Rumi’s 800th birth anniversary in
2007 with an extensive celebration.

Iran is also commemorating Rumi National Day with a
ceremony at the Shams Tomb in Khoy. The ceremony
is being held from September 29 to 31 and will be at-
tended by scholars of Rumi.

A group of poets from West Azerbaijan Province will
also gather to hold a ceremony during which they will
recite poems they have composed on Rumi. The pro-
gram will be accompanied by live music.

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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IOM International Organization for Migration

London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Arlillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Street, Glasgow G1 3DX Tel. 0141 548 81186
Wales & South-West: 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 SHX Tel. 0117 907 4777
North-West: Regus Reception, 5th Floor, Horton House, Exchange Flags, Liverpool L2 3PF, Tel 0151 244 5641
Piccadilly House, 49 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2AP Tel. 0161 212 1463
North-East: Citibase, Aspect Court, 47 Park Square East, Leeds LS1 2ML Tel. 0113 346 6010
Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Norfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham BS 4LJ Tel. 0121 633 5074

www.iomuk.org

IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
We will help you to return home only it you wish to do so.
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Historicity of
Persian Gulf

The Persian Gulf is a geographical name rooted in an-
cient history, a leading archeologist said.

The statement was made at a recent two-day interna-
tional workshop on ‘The Persian Gulf in Prehistory and
History’ held at Durham University in northern Eng-
land

Legitimate Name

“From my perspective, the geographical term for that
body of water is the Persian Gulf," Professor Robin
Cunningham, head of the Department of Archeology at
Durham University , added.

“Unfortunately, politicians do not pay much attention
to details as they should and make clumsy mistakes,"
Cunningham said in reference to recent attempts to

misrepresent the waterway.

Even British Prime Minister Gordon Brown recently re-
ferred to it as “the Gulf of Arabia * in a speech at the
UK Low-Carbon Economy Summit held in London be-
fore the Durham conference.

Asked by IRNA, Professor Maurizio Tosi of Italy , who
has more than 40 years of experience in the study of
archeology in the Persian Gulf , also had no doubts
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about the legitimate name.

“There is no question about the name; it is Khalij-e
Fars ( Persian Gulf ). It was translated by Romans from
the Latin word “Sinus Persicus™ which means the Per-
sian Gulf ," he said.

“Nobody disputes that it's Khalij-e Fars and the name
belongs to Fars and hence to Iran ."

Tosi also suggested that Iran should open a court case
at the international court and take legal action against
those fabricating the name of the Persian Gulf .

The international workshop, organized in collaboration
with Iran ‘s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism
Organization and the British Institute of Persian Stud-
ies, was one of the first of its kind to involve archeolo-
gists and academics from all over the world.

Science Not Politics

Barbara Cerasetti from the Italian Bologna University
distanced herself from attempts to alter the name,
saying that the study of archeology is a “science, not
politics™.

“"Once a geographical name such as Persian Gulf is
firmly rooted in culture and history, this should not
be changed artificially," said one of her university col-
leagues, Pierfrancesco Callieri.

“Archeologists as men of humanities must fight against
war," Callieri, who is an expert of Iranian archeology,
said.

“Cultural links are the best weapon against conflicts,"
he added in reference to military incursions in the re-
gion, namely Iraq and Afghanistan .

Professor Holly Pittman from University of Pennsylva-
nia underlined the importance of not changing histori-
cal names or geographical terms.

“The name Persian Gulf is historical and internationally
accepted such as the United Nations, New York Times,
etc., and should be used in all references to this impor-
tant body of water," Pittman said.

Asked what response should be given in one sentence
to those trying to change the historical name of Per-
sian Gulf, renowned American archeologist, Professor
Carl Lamberg-Karlovsky of Harvard University , replied:
“"Don't do it; it is the Persian Gulf ."

Archaeologists to search for
Arghun Shah’s grave near
Soltanieh Dome

A team of Iranian archaeologists plans to conduct
a season of excavation near the Soltanieh Dome
in Zanjan to search for the grave of the Ilkhanid
ruler Arghun Shah. “*We plan to carry out the ex-
cavations on the Nur tepe wherein Arghun Shah
is believed to be buried,” team director Abdorre-
za Mohajerinejad told the Persian service of CHN
on Thursday. The mound was first excavated by
the Iranian archaeologist Saeid Ganjavi about 40
years ago, he said. He added that at the time,
Ganjavi found a storied structure in which he sur-
mised the grave of Arghun, Mohajerinejad would
be found. Due to the special architecture of the
structure, the archaeologists say that it is likely
the grave of an important person, he stated.

More studies need to be carried out to prove that
the grave indeed belongs to Arghun, he noted.

The Fourth Mongol Ilkhan Arghun ruled in Iran
from 1284 to 1291. He was the father of Mahmud
Ghazan. Soltanieh, the mausoleum of Oljaitu,
was constructed from 1302 to 1312 in the city
of Soltanieh, the capital of the Ilkhanid dynasty,
which was founded by the Mongols. The Solt-
anieh Dome is one of many Iranian monuments
registered on UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

Hamedan, Gateway
to Persian Treasure

Hamedan is believed to be among the oldest cities
not only in Iran but also in the world.

According to CHTN, the city is located in the mid-
west of Iran, about 400 kilometers southwest of Te-
hran. It is surrounded by green mountainous area
in the foothills of the 3,574-meter Alvand Mountain
at an altitude of 1,850 meters above the sea level,
reported iscanews.irThe special nature of this old
city and its historic sites attract tourists during the
summer.Hamedan was built at about 1100 BC, but
some historians believe that it dates back to 3000
BC.Hamedan was established by the Medes and was
the capital of the Median Empire. It then became
one of several capital cities of the Achaemenid Dy-
nasty.Hamedan is mentioned in the biblical book of
Ezra as the place where a scroll was found giving
the Jews permission from King Darius to rebuild the
temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 6:2). Its ancient name
of Ecbatana is used in the Ezra text. Because it
was a mile above sea level, it was a good place for
preserving leather documents.During the Parthian
era, Ctesiphon was the capital of the country, and
Hamedan was the summer capital and residence of
the Parthian rulers. After the Parthians, the Sassa-
nids constructed their summer palaces in Hamedan.
In the year 633, the battle of Nahavand took place
and Hamedan fell to Muslim Arabs.During the Bu-
wayhids , the city suffered much damage. In the
11th century, the Seljuks shifted their capital from
Baghdad to Hamedan. The city of Hamedan, its for-
tunes following the rise and fall of regional pow-
ers, was completely destroyed during the Timurid
invasion. During the Safavid era, the city thrived.
Thereafter, in the 18th century, Hamedan was sur-
rendered to the Ottomans, but due to the courage
and chivalry of Nader Shah Afshar, the founder
of Afshar dynasty who ruled from 1736-1747 AD,
Hamedan was cleared of invaders and, as a result
of a peace treaty between Iran and the Ottomans,
it returned to Iranian sovereignty.Hamedan lies on
the Silk Road, and even in recent centuries the city
enjoyed strong commerce and trade as a result of
its location on the main road network in the western
region of Persia and Iran.
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Politics
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World powers turn
up heat on Iran

World powers have increased pressure on Iran, urging the country
to reveal the nature of its nuclear programme during six-party talks
in Geneva on Thursday.
A spokesman for the Ger-
man chancellor said Iran
was  “comprehensively
failing to co-operate”.
The International Atomic
Energy Agency said Iran
was the wrong side of
the law in hiding a sec-
ond uranium plant.

Tehran revealed the ex-
istence of the previously
secret site, partially built into @ mountain, last week.

“Iran was supposed to inform us on the day it was decided to con-
struct the facility. They have not done that,” Mohamed El Baradei,
the head of the IAEA, told CNN-IBN Television.

Negotiations

Iran has said that it will allow IAEA inspectors in to view the site,
thought to be near Qom, but has not said when the inspections
can take place.

Iranian representatives will meet on Thursday for talks with the five
permanent Security Council seat holders - the UK, China, France,
Russia and the US - plus Germany - the so-called P+1.

The US and its allies are contemplating tightening sanctions against
the country. The UN Security Council has so far imposed three sets
of sanctions against Iran over its refusal to freeze its nuclear pro-
gramme.

Washington has signalled that it is willing to hold rare face-to-face
talks with Iran.

A senior US official said that America was focused on engagement
not sanctions.

But, says the BBC's Jonathan Beale, at the same time US diplomats
are making clear that these talks cannot be open-ended.

The threat of sanctions has not gone away - and US diplomats are
actively considering what further pressure might be applied.

But President Obama has long advocated talking to Tehran and
first wants to see whether diplomacy can work.

Pressure

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, in comments quoted by
the Irna news agency, said he saw the discussions as both an op-
portunity and a test.

He said the meeting represented an “exceptional opportunity for
[Western countries] to change their situation in the world and cor-
rect their way of dealing with nations”.

In an apparent reference to US President Barack Obama, he added:
“These talks could be a test to verify whether some governments
are determined to follow up the slogan of change”.

In Washington, a US state department spokesman said he hoped
the session would pave the way for further discussions with Iran.
“We're not going to make a snap judgement on Thursday. We're
going to see how that meeting goes, evaluate the willingness of
Iran to engage on these issues,” PJ Crowley said.

Iran insists that all its nuclear facilities are for peaceful energy
purposes and rejects accusations from the US and others that it is
seeking a nuclear weapon.

Russia recently signalled it might be prepared to soften its opposi-
tion to further sanctions.

China, which is also a permanent Security Council member, has
said such pressure would not be effective.

(Source: BBC NEWS)

10 officers arrested
in connection with
Kahrizak case

National Police Chief Esmaeil Ahmedi-Mogadd-
am stated here on Wednesday that 10 police
officers have been arrested in connection with
prisoner abuse at Kahrizak detention center.

Armed Forces Judicial Organization ordered ar-
rest of the police officers and it is now inves-
tigating their cases, Ahmedi-Mogaddam told
reporters in Tehran.

However, he said, political issues should not af-
fect the legal proceedings.

Justice Minister Morteza Bakhtiari announced
that the officers will be tried openly.

Bakhtiari also said the committee set up by
Judiciary Chief Ayatollah Sadeq Larijani is seri-
ously look into complaints filed by a number
of people who had been detained in the post-
election unrest.

Ahmedi-Mogaddam said police do not intervene
with rallies inside universities.

“Police forces do not get involved in any form
in issues inside universities” and in the past few
days certain people expressed their protests in
rallies at certain universities, the police chief
noted.

Asked about the Tehran University dormitory
incident, Ahmedi-Mogaddam said a lack of co-
ordination between relevant officials at differ-
ent levels caused the incident.

If university officials had had the necessary co-
ordination certain people who were not follow-
ing official orders would not have interfered in
this issue, he pointed out

CNPCI inks deal
for 70% stake
in S. Azadegan

China National Petroleum Corporation Inter-
national (CNPCI) and the Swiss-based Naf-
tiran Intertrade Company (NICO) inked a deal
in Lausanne on Sunday to transfer 70 percent
stake in Iran's South Azadegan oilfield develop-
ment project to the Chinese firm.

NICO and Japan's Inpex are holding 20 percent
and 10 percent of the shares in the project re-
spectively, SHANA news agency reported on
Monday.

CNPCI is a subsidiary of China National Petro-
leum Corporation (CNPC).

Initially, NICO had 90 percent share for the de-
velopment and 10 percent of the project went to
Inpex. However, NICO was unable to finance the
project and handed CNPCI 70 per share of the
development in an MOU signed this spring.

Based on the contract finalized Sunday, the Chi-
nese company will secure 90 percent of the re-
quired financing for the project.

The project reportedly needs an investment of
$2.5 billion. The field will eventually produce
260,000 barrels of oil a day (150,000 barrels in
first phase and 110,000 barrels will be added to
production in the second phase), according to
China Daily.
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