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Irouble with your relationship?

CALL US 07949 54 64 34

Call us today - You deserve a happier life!
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JU ST]C E
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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Vegetable Oil 20L: £15 93 \Y suaa Basmati oglis Ve

Sunflower Oil 15L: £14 K92 FF A0 G ylaa ¥ 9535 (€9,
Extra Virgin Olive Oil (4x5L): £46
Indian Basmati Rice 10Kg: £13

Special discount for minimum quantity of 10 drums

We also sell drinks and collect waste Qil

' Callusion
020189551619 or 075 07515730
or email us on
sales@floraoil.co.uk

XEEE [0
1VIOddS

Coke

24 x 335ml £6.63

Diet Coke

24 x 335ml £6.87

Bottle of coke
12x1.51Itr £11.23

Pepsi
24 x 335ml £4.65

/ up

24 x 335ml £4.65

Bootle of Miranda
12 x 0.5 Itr £4.05

Bootle of Evian
12 x 0.5 Itr £6.15

Saka Water

. 12x0.5Itr £2.50

Cash on collection

Unit 5 Drudry Industrial
State, Laxcon Close

NW10 - OTG

Flora Accounting 1,909 .5 lwlue Olous

Tax, Account, VAT, CIS, PAYE Sl il slelE 4 s oS b ot

Business Plans and Loans
Limited Companies, Sole Traders, LLP

Building 3, Chiswick Park - 566 Chiswick High Road - Chiswick - London W4 5YA -United Kingdom

Tel:0208 963 0444 - rx:0208 963 0432
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Sport

Iran to participate in Taek-
wondo World Championships

Iran will travel to Copenhagen, Denmark, on Friday to
take part in the 19th WTF Taekwondo World Champion-
ships.

Iran will participate in the event with eight men and four
women.

The WTF Taekwondo World Championships is held every
other year. Last time the WC was held in Beijing in 2007.
Athletes fight in 16 weight classes - 8 for men and 8 for
women.

The event will be held at the Ballerup Super Arena, from
14 to 18 October

Hashemian Praises
Bochum’s Performance

ranian Bochum striker Vahid Hashemian praised his team’s
performance against defending champion Wolfsburg.
10-man Bochum finished in a 1-1 draw with Wolfsburg in
the 6th round of Bundesliga season on Sunday.
Hashemian gave the home side a lead eight minutes into
the second half with a header but 10 minutes later Bo-
chum’s Shinji Ono was sent off for a second bookable
offence.

“We did well against Wolfsburg. Bochum showed a
good performance in offence as well as defense,” said
Hashemian, Mehr News Agency reported.

"I received a fine cross from Christian Fuchs and opened
the goal. We were down to 10 men against a powerful
team such as Wolfsburg and it was hard to get a good
result,” he added.

Wolfsburg finally broke through with 75 minutes gone as
Edin Dzeko equalised, but Armin Veh's side could not con-
vert any of their chances to take home all three points.
The visitors appeared a bit tired after their Champions
League showdown at Manchester United and had to set-
tle for taking their season’s points tally to 13, PA report-
ed.

Bochum’s interim coach Frank Heinemann guided his
team to their second straight victory in two Bundesliga
matches.

The champions missed a chance to jump ahead in the
seventh minute but Zvjezdan Misimovic’s curling free-
kick sailed just off-target.

The visitors were determined to go into the break ahead
with a series of chances before half-time, but Marcel
Maltritz cleared Dzeko’s header off the line following a
Wolfsburg counter-attack in the 42nd minute. Grafite’s
effort was also blocked by the alert Bochum back line
three minutes later.

Bochum scored the opening goal eight minutes after the
break as Christian Fuchs struck a high cross from the left
side into the box where Iranian forward Hashemian rose
to head past Wolfsburg goalkeeper Diego Benaglio.

The hosts went a man down after 63 minutes as Ono re-
ceived his second yellow card for a challenge in midfield.
But the Bochum defense remained strong and Hashemi-
an nearly doubled the lead with a header with 17 minutes
to play.

Wolfsburg finally hit the target two minutes later as Dze-
ko headed home Karim Ziani’s cross from eight yards.
Veh's troops nearly pulled ahead with 12 minutes left but
Obafemi Martins’ attempt struck the left upright and then
the right post. The Nigerian was unlucky again two min-
utes later when his shot just wide.

Esteghlal,

Persepolis set
for battle in derby

e
A 7 .
el o

4

Persepolis caretaker Habib Kashani said that Steel Azin's lucky charm Ali Karimi might return to
the Tehran-popular team in the winter transfer window.
“Karimi telephoned and congratulated me on returning to Persepolis. He likes to come back to the
team. I hope he returns to Persepolis,” Kashani stated.
Kashani expressed his disinterest in becoming Persepolis’ general manager, and added, “I've
come to help Persepolis. First of all, I have to solve the financial problems of Persepolis’ players.
Also, we will reduce our strikers in the window to give a chance to the other players to show their

abilities,” he added

Iran volleyball
advances to FIVB
World Grand
Champions Cup

Iran will take part in the FIVB
Men’s World Grand Champions
Cup which will be held in Osaka
and Nagoya, Japan from No-
vember 18 to 23, 2009.

The competitions will be held
with the participation of four
continental champions who
have reached the highest rank-
ing at the Olympic Games pre-
ceding the matches.

Japan, the Asian volleyball
champion, is the host, and Iran
as the second-placed team will
represent Asia in the tourna-
ment.

The World Grand Champions
Cup is a men’s and women’s
volleyball competition. Estab-
lished in 1993, it is an inter-
national tournament that is
played in every year following
the Olympic Games

Iran wins silver at

Asian

volleyball

championship

NILA - Iran’s volleyball team claimed their first silver medal in
the Asian Senior Men’s Volleyball Championship.

In the final match played at
the Ninoy Aquino Stadium in
Manila on Monday, Iran was
beaten 3-1 (25-19, 18-25, 23-
25, 22-25) by six-time cham-
pion Japan and came second.

Iran had won the bronze
medal in 2003 in the competi-
tions held in China.

“There is no excuse and the
Japanese team played very
well against us. We had a
good start in the final but it
was too hard to continue. I
am so happy because of Iran’s
performance in the tourna-
ment,” Iran’s coach Hossein

Madani said in the post-match news conference.

Korea defeated China in four sets (25-23, 25-22, 22-25, 25-
22) at the Bronze medal match of the 15th Asian Senior Men’s
Volleyball Championship at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium.

The 15th Asian Senior Men’s Volleyball Championship was
held in Manila, the Philippines, with the participation of 18

teams in four pools.
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Iran documenting art of Ashiqlar

for UNESCO registration

Iran is gathering records on its unique
traditional performance art of Ashiglar
to register it on UNESCO’s List of the

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Human-
ity, an official of the Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts Organization
(CHTHO) announced on Tuesday.

The decision to register the art on the
list will be independent of the regis-
tration by Azerbaijan Republic of their
Ashiglar, Director of CHTHO’s Office
for Registration of Intangible Cultural
Heritage, Natural and Historical Sites
Hossein-Ali Vakil said.

Azerbaijan Republic’s Ashiglar was
added to the list during UNESCO’s
Intergovernmental Committee for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Herit-
age meeting, which was held in Abu
Dhabi from September 28 to October
During the meeting, Noruz, the an-
cient celebration of the Iranian New
Year, was registered on the list as
common file from Iran, Azerbaijan, In-
dia, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan,
and Turkey. In addition, the titles and
details of the radifs in Iranian music
were added to the list. “In intangible
cultural heritage, UNESCO is aware of
variations, so Iran’s art of Ashiglar has
the potential to be registered as an in-
dependent file,” Vakil said.

CHTHO's Research Center assigned to
compile the information for the Ash-

iglar file should complete its mission
in mid March 2010 and afterwards the
file, along with several other dossiers,
will be submitted to UNESCO, he ex-

plained.

Over the past few days, CHTHO has
been criticized by some Iranian schol-
ars and cultural institutes for not rais-
ing objections to Azerbaijan Republic’s
decision to introduce the art of Ash-
iglar as an exclusive Azeri art form to
UNESCO.

"Since we can submit Iran’s art of
Ashiglar to UNESCO as an independ-
ent file, we didn’t raise any objections
to Azerbaijan’s decision,” Vakil said.

An Ashiq, also spelled Ashik and Ashug,
is a mystic troubadour or traveling
bard, who blends together instrumen-
tal and vocal music, dance, poetry,
and storytelling in his performances.
The art of Ashiglar or Ashigs, mostly
performed by men, is more common
in Iran’s northwestern provinces of
East Azarbaijan, West Azarbaijan, and
Ardebil. Ashigs can also be found in
Iran’s Central Provinces and Qom
Province. The art is also common in
republics of Azerbaijan, and Armenia,
which were separated from Iran after
a new border was established by the
treaties of Golestan (1813) and Turk-
menchay (1828) following a series of
wars between Iran and the Russian
Empire.

Iran keen to hold special
ceremony for Shams-i
Tabrizi at UNESCO

The Managing Director of the Shams and Rumi Foundation Hojjatollah
Ayyubi announced that they are willing to hold a special ceremony for
Shams-i Tabrizi at UNESCO Headquarters if the necessary budget is al-
located. If financial issues are resolved and the necessary budget is pro-
vided, the foundation is ready to hold a program in honor of Shams to help
introduce him to the world, said Ayyubi.

“Previously great efforts have been made to introduce Shams and the city
of Khoy where he is buried, but more attention to this is required,” Ayyubi
added. “His tomb must be first acknowledged by the people of Khoy, and
later we need to build his mausoleum soon.

“We have been holding a Shams festival in Khoy for the past two years and
we are now planning to construct his mausoleum.

“We intend to hold an international competition to select the best design
for a Shams and Molana symbol. Architects around the world will be asked
to submit designs and the best one will be selected for the mausoleum,” he
explained. The foundation commemorated Rumi National Day on Septem-
ber 30 with a ceremony at the tomb of Shams in Khoy. The ceremony ran
from September 29 to October 1 with the participation of several scholars
of Rumi. Rumi expert Mohammad-Amin Riahi was also honored for his life-
time efforts to demonstrate that Khoy is home to the tomb of Shams. Born
in the city of Tabriz, Shams lived together with Rumi in Konya for several
years. Shams was immortalized in Rumi’s collection of poetry named the
“Divan of Shams ad-Din of Tabriz"”. Rumi’s love for him and his bereave-
ment at his death found its expression in an outpouring of music, dance,
and lyrical poetry.

Iranian film scoops up awards at Tatar festival

Union Chapel
Compton Av, London, N1 2XD
+44 20 72263750

Songs of Love from Iran

Saturday October 17, 2009
8pm (doors open at 7)
Union Chapel

Tickets £20, £50 Students: £10
online: www.SeeTickets.com
At Persian Stores: £20

or, cash-only at door on Oct 17
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Noorsaaz was a world-wide
sensation. Come hear Elan.
With her new CD, Monika Jalili
continues to bring to life the rich

The Iranian film “A Light in the Fog” by Panahbarkhoda Rezaii has won
three awards at the Golden Minbar International Muslim Film Festival.

In the feature film section, Rezaii won the Best Director Award and Ali-
Mohammad Qasemi was presented with the Best Cinematographer for the
film. The Best Actress Award of the festival went to Parivash Nazarieh for
her acting in the film. The winner of The Best Scenario in the Game Film
went to the film “Snow” which is a joint production of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Iran, Germany and France. Tahmineh Milani’s “Superstar” and Ali Vazirian’s
“A Span of the Sky"” also went on display during the festival.

The festival was held in Kazan, the capital of the Republic of Tatarstan from
September 30 to October

history of Iranian culture
through its music and poetry.
Her entrancing selection of
songs spans time and place,
traditional Persian folk
tavourites stand along side love
sangs from the 1940s to 1970s.
The songs are performed in
original languages of Persian,
Azeri, and various dialects.

02084555550
Lig 2) touls sl

Supported By
Iran Heritage Foundation
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Shiraz to Mark
Hafez National Day

A variety of programs are arranged for the
occasion of Hafez National Day on Octo-
ber 12 in Shiraz.

Inauguration of Fars department of Iran
National Library and Archives (INLA), in-
troducing a Bosnian translation of Divan of
Hafez, and holding an exhibition of manu-
scripts of Divan of Hafez are among the
programs, said director of Fars Research
Foundation, Mehr News Agency said.

Ali-Akbar Safipour, who is also the direc-
tor of the new department of INLA in
Shiraz, said there will be more programs
in this edition of the event compared to
previous years. “The ceremony will begin
with the casting of flowers on the tomb
of Hafez,” he said adding that paying trib-
ute to experts on Hafez is also among the
programs.

“Introducing the translation of the divan
into Bosnian will take place at the mau-
soleum of Hafez with Bosnian transla-
tors and Iranian scholars attending,” he
stated.

Safipour also remarked that every year,
several political figures attend the cer-
emony, and guests of this year’s program
will be announced as soon as they are
designated.

No live music concert has been scheduled
for this year's commemoration ceremony,
he concluded.

Hafez was one of the most celebrated
Persian lyric poets and is often described
as poet of the poets. His Divan is to be
found at the home of most Iranians who
recite his poems by heart and use some
of his verses as proverb and saying to this
day. His life and poems have been the
subject of much analysis, commentary,
and interpretation and had influenced the
course of post-fourteenth century Persian
lyrics more than anyone else has.The ma-
jor themes of his ghazals are love, the
celebration of wine and intoxication, and
exposing the hypocrisy of those who have
set themselves up as guardians, judges,
and examples of moral rectitude.

Don't
Miss
US at

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Monika folk Singer:

It'smydreamtobe
able to go IRAN

Interviewer : Adom Saboonchian

Monika Jalili is going to perform Iranian folk and love
songs in London on 17th October. Monika is an Ameri-
can and her association to Iranian culture is only through
her marriage into an Iranian family. This should be a
very interesting thing especially for Iranians bringing
them to her concert in Union Chapel in north London.

F T ] J'l iy

" - L

E

We interviewed her prior to the concert hoping to cover
her concert more extensively.

Q1-Who you want to attract to your concerts?

My goal is to attract a diverse audience, people of all
cultures. I've translated some of the Persian texts into
English and French as a way to make this beautiful po-
etry accessible to a wider audience.

Q2-What is your family background and who and what
motivated you to do music and more specifically Iranian
music?

My parents are both Dutch and German. I grew up in
NYC. I married into an Iranian family and now feel as
though it is a very strong part of my culture. My mother
was always very supportive of me doing music, and she
still is.

Q3-.What is the weight of Iranian side in your char-
acter? How fluent you are in Persian? Do you equally
divide your attention between Iranian and American
(German and Dutch) music?

I am really American/Dutch. With more focus on Ameri-
can, as I grew up there. Unfortunately, Dutch was not
spoken at home. There was some German, but mainly
English. I used to perform exclusively musical theatre.
But, about 6/7 years ago, I was introduced to the beau-

tiful Persian songs of the 1940s-1970s, fell in love with
them, and realized this was the path I needed to take
with music.

My Persian has been progressing steadily. I am not flu-
ent in it yet, but am working on it.

Q4-Have you been or lived in Iran? Have you had ac-
cess to the original versions of the songs you interpret
and perform inevitably with some western influences
and nuances?

How great is the presence of western interpretation in
your performances?

I have never been to Iran. It's my dream to be able to
go there one day. When learning these songs, I would
try to get hold of the most original recording I could
find. Anything in our interpretation of these songs that
appears more western than the original is coming from
my musicians and myself. The musicians are all from
different backgrounds, and they’re bringing much of
their own experiences and themselves to the music.

Q5-What are the elements and values in Iranian folk
and love songs you value and want to draw the atten-
tion of your listeners to?

It's the universality of the music and poetry that at-
tracts listeners. The music is beautiful, at times very
simple, at times more complex. And, the poetry speaks
to many, no matter what their language may be. Love
and hope are characteristics everyone can relate to.
When you listen to these songs, you can hear the influ-
ence the west was having on Iran at that time, and you
can feel the humanity of the poets.

I am most grateful to my father-in-law for introducing
me to these beautiful works. I was visiting him in Brus-
sels about 7 years ago, and he put this very old cassette
tape into the player in his car and said, "I think you're
going to like this song.” 1 fell in love with the song. It
was “Jaane Maryam” sung by Mr. Mohammad Nouri.
I had never heard such a sweet voice before, and a
song with such beauty. I returned to NY and found
an Iranian musician to work with, and began with this
very song.

Q6-Do you think Iranian music has the potential to
become internationalised. Is this what you intend? Or
what should be done to make this happen.

I think Iranian music definitely has the potential of be-
coming internationalized. My goal is for as many peo-
ple as possible, of all backgrounds, to hear this music.
I'm hoping they will fall in love with is, as I have.

Q7 -What kind of instruments you use in your perform-
ances?

The instruments joining me for this upcoming concert
are:

Violin / Oud / Guitar/ Percussion

We also have a cello, which is on my latest CD, Elan.
But, he won't be joining us for this concert

Q8-Is this your first live concert in London? Is it organ-
ised by IRAN HERITAGE or it is only supporting it.

Yes, this is my first concert in London. We're all really
excited about it! We are most grateful to the Iran Herit-
age Foundation for supporting this event.
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IOM International Organization for Migration

London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Arlillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Street, Glasgow G1 3DX Tel. 0141 548 81186
Wales & South-West: 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 SHX Tel. 0117 907 4777
North-West: Regus Reception, 5th Floor, Horton House, Exchange Flags, Liverpool L2 3PF, Tel 0151 244 5641
Piccadilly House, 49 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2AP Tel. 0161 212 1463
North-East: Citibase, Aspect Court, 47 Park Square East, Leeds LS1 2ML Tel. 0113 346 6010
Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Norfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham BS 4LJ Tel. 0121 633 5074

www.iomuk.org

IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
We will help you to return home only it you wish to do so.
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Barometer of Culture

Carpet
Weaving

Carpet weaving is one of the most distinguished manifes-
tations of Iranian culture and art, which date back to the
Bronze Age.

Since materials used in a carpet include wool and cotton,
it decays over the course of time and archeological exca-
vations have only revealed a few pieces of worn-out rugs
as evidence of carpet-weaving in the early ages. Such frag-
ments do not help recognize, for instance, the carpet-weav-
ing characteristics of pre-Seljuk period (13th and 14th centu-
ries AD). Among the oldest specimens are those discovered
in eastern Turkestan, dating back to 3rd century AD, Caroun.
com reported.

Some specimens of hand-woven art from the Seljuk era of
Asia Minor are displayed in Alaeddin Mosque in Konya and
Ashrafoghlu Mosque in Beyshehir, both in Turkey. They have
attracted the attention of researchers earlier this century
and are now kept in the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art
in Istanbul and Molana Museum in Konya.

Pazyryk

In a unique archeological excavation in 1949, the exception-
al Pazyryk carpet was discovered frozen in Pazyryk Valley in
Siberia’s Altai Mountains. It was discovered in the grave of
a Scythian prince by a group of Russian archeologists led by
Professor Rudenko.

Radiocarbon testing revealed that Pazyryk carpet was woven
in 5th century BC. This carpet is 1.83x2 meters and has 36
symmetrical knots per square cm. The advanced weaving
technique used in the Pazyryk carpet indicates a long history
of evolution in the art of carpet weaving.

Most experts believe Pazyryk carpet is the achievement of at
least 1,000 years of history. According to this theory, the art
of carpet weaving in Iran is at least 3,500 years old.

In 1978, Iran’s Carpet Museum was established with a few
Persian carpets and kilims to preserve the art of carpet
weaving in the country and help research the historical back-
ground and evolution of this art.

The Carpet Museum, with its beautiful architecture and fa-
cade resembling a carpet-weaving loom, is located in the
northwest section of Laleh Park in Tehran. It has two gal-
leries covering an area of 3,400 square meters. The ground
floor gallery is a permanent exhibition while the upper floor
gallery is used for the temporary exhibition of carpets, kilims
and carpet designs.
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Kilim
Kilim is a kind of rug without any pile or knotted fluff. It's a
coarse, thin handmade carpet.

This rug has different names in different languages. For in-
stance, in Afghanistan it is called Kilim, in Ukraine Palas, in
Caucasia Liat, in Syria and Lebanon it is called Chilim and in
Iran Gelim.

“Flat weave” is another name for kilim used in past. When
we look at Scandinavian, Polish-Romanian and Hungarian
kilims, it is difficult to believe that this traditional handicraft
was produced by the desert dwellers of Africa, Central Asia
or South and Central America.

The difficulties of seasonal migration and pastoral life in the
desert have had no effect on the process of producing these
crafts. They only impacted the motifs used by its designers.

The incomparable culture of kilim weaving answered the ba-
sic needs of farmers and migrants who sought dry material
for the floor and sides of the tent as well as warmer bed-
ding.

History of Weaving

Weaving has evolved in various regions and times. The vari-
ous kinds and quality of weaving have been documented, as
they are mentioned in many historical sources such as Iliad
of Homer and Bible. Drawings on coffins, discovered near
Nile River (Egypt), are good reasons that images of the proc-
ess of weaving are related to 1000 BC.

The breeding of sheep, goat, horse and camel guaranteed
the supply of wool and raw materials for weaving. Prepara-
tion of dyes became richer with the increasing number of
new plant and animal sources.

As wooden tools of weaving have been destroyed by time,
we cannot estimate the real age of weaving. We can only
estimate it by the stone tools that have been discovered.

Different kilims and felts belonging to the 4th and 5th cen-
turies BC are remarkable specimens of the first weaving in
the East. It could be definitively said that this region is the
first center of kilim weaving, but the same cannot be said
about the ancient techniques of kilim weaving that devel-
oped throughout the world.

Evolution

In the past, only woolen yarns were used in kilims weaving,
so it became more flexible, fine and smooth. Nowadays, pile
grades of single yarns used in kilims are usually "3 to 5” and
those woven with double skein yarns are stronger.

Considering the developed civilization of Anatolian (especial-
ly in 6th century BC), it could be safely assumed that they
are accustomed to kilim weaving and even gave rise to new
styles of weaving. This was facilitated by the exchange of
experiences regarding different methods.

One of the oldest extant carpets is the weft warping kilim
that apparently originated during the Ottoman rule. Kilim
weaving was highly developed between the 7th and 18th
centuries. Seljuk, Ottoman, Mongol, Safavid, Mamluk and
Barbarians of North Africa were supporters of this art.

In the past, kilim weaving had an important role in women'’s
life, as it formed a major part of their dowry and a source
of income. They had to learn this craft, as it was a positive
achievement and one of the routine tasks of tribal women.

Kilims have greatly changed during centuries, as marriages
among different tribes led to the merger of different styles.
By the end of 19th century, kilim weaving was damaged by
the chemical dyes imported from European countries.

The reason of kilim weaving has vastly changed in recent
years, as cultural motives and personal usage were over-
shadowed by the motivation of making profits through trad-
ing.

However, a glance at various kilims of different regions,
either old or new, shows that they have a special status
among the woven handicrafts. They remain the barometer
of a region’s tradition and culture.

Destruction
of Gondashlu

Quarry
Confirmed

A team of archeology students from
Marvdasht Azad University confirmed
the destruction of the Achaemenid
era Gondashlu stone quarry following
the recent research conducted on the
site.

The study was carried out after Fars
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Department denied a report
on the extensive devastation of the
stone quarry in early August by min-
ing operations, the Persian service of
CHN reported on Sunday.

The department also denied the quarry
had any historical importance. Never-
theless, they said they have prevented
further mining operations at the site.

The quarry is important for the stone
it provided for building Persepolis.

“If the quarry is not historically impor-
tant as the department has claimed,
then why have they prevented mining
operations at the site?” the students
asked.

New cuts on the rocks show that the
stone quarry is still being mined, the
report said.

A number of Parthian and Sassanid
tombs built nearby are also being
threatened by the mining operations,
it warned.

The students noted that they are pre-
pared to submit the documents that
document the destruction taking place
at the stone quarry.

Gondashlu stone quarry is located 60
kilometers southwest of Persepolis
near Shiraz in Fars province.

During the 1960s, US professor of Ira-
nian archeology, William M. Sumner of
the University of Pennsylvania, discov-
ered that the Achaemenids used the
quarry as a source of material for the
construction of Persepolis.

The Achaemenids used two types of
stones to build Persepolis, one was
black in color and the other grey, ar-
cheologist Mohammad Taqi Ataie pre-
viously explained.

The black stones were brought exclu-
sively from the Majdabad quarry and
the grey ones were extracted from
ten other quarries in the region, one
of which was the Gondashlu stone
quarry, he added.

Experts believe the upcoming resto-
ration work at Persepolis can only be
properly carried out by using stones
from the Gondashlu quarry, but this
opportunity will be lost if the new
mining operations are allowed to con-
tinue.
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Iran sees U.S. role
in researcher’s
disappearance

Iran accused the United States on Wednesday of involvement in the
disappearance of a technology university researcher “rumored” to be
involved in Tehran’s nuclear program, Iranian media reported.

ISNA news agency referred to “some rumors that Shahram Amiri, who
went missing during a pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia in June, was an
employee of Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization who wanted to seek
asylum abroad.

Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki did not confirm that when he
made the allegation against the United States, which suspects the
Islamic Republic is seeking to develop nuclear weapons. Iran denies
the charge.

“We have found documents that prove U.S. interference in the disap-
pearance of the Iranian pilgrim Shahram Amiri in Saudi Arabia,” he told
reporters, according to the website of state Press TV, without giving
details.

U.S. State Department spokesman Ian Kelly said, “We saw that wire
story, and we looked into it.

“We just basically don’t have any information on this individual,” Kelly
told reporters.

Press TV said Amiri was a researcher at Tehran’s Malek Ashtar Uni-
versity, but did not give details. It quoted his wife as saying he had
not contacted his family except for a few phone calls he made at the
beginning of his trip.

Malek Ashtar University is involved in the implementation of “special
national research projects” and has faculties in aerospace, electrical
engineering and other topics, according to the university’s website.

Amiri disappeared more than three months before the disclosure of a
second uranium enrichment facility that Iran has been building near
the city of Qom.

The underground plant was kept secret until Iran disclosed its exist-
ence last month. Diplomats say it did so after learning Western intel-
ligence services had discovered the site.

In 2007, Iran’s police chief suggested that an Iranian former deputy
defense minister, Ali Reza Asgari, who disappeared in Turkey that year
had been kidnapped by Western intelligence. Israel and the United
States have denied any involvement in the disappearance.

At the time, Turkish newspapers reported that Asgari had information
on Iran’s nuclear program. Turkish, Arabic and Israeli media have sug-
gested Asgari defected to the West, but his family dismissed that.
(Reporting by Parisa Hafezi and Reza Derakhshi; Additional reporting
by Arshad Mohammed in Washington; Writing by Fredrik Dahl; Editing
by David Stamp and Peter Cooney

(Source: Reuters)

Bahrain:  Iranophobia
project will not impinge
on Tehran-Manama ties

——

a D !

Iranophobia project will not affect Tehran-Man-
ama ties, Bahraini Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Salman Al Khalifa said on Wednesday.

Despite an Iranophobia policy by the West
Bahrain will continue to strengthen its amicable
ties with Tehran, the prime minister told Ira-
nian ambassador Hossein Amir Abdollahian in
Manama.

Iran-Bahrain relations are based on mutual re-
spect and promoting peace and security in the
region, he added.

He said regular meetings between the two
countries” officials would help establish trust
and allay concerns.

He also stressed the need to expand relations
between Iran and regional countries, saying it
is an inevitable reality.

The prime minister also said Iran’s security af-
fects the whole region.

The Bahraini official also thanked Tehran for
adopting appropriate policies to build confi-
dence over its nuclear issue, saying Iran has
the right to use nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes

Kiarostami Will Head

Marrakech Jury

Iranian director Abbas Kiarostami will head the jury of the 9th
Marrakech International Film Festival to be held from December
4 to 12. Kiarostami won the Palme d'Or at the 1997 Cannes Film
Festival for ‘Taste of Cherry".

According to Mehr News Agency, Kiarostami has received world-
wide acclaim for the simplicity and psychological depth of his
works. Using spectacular filmed backdrops, he creates the world
of Mozart’s popular comic opera in a beautiful period setting. Mar-
rakech’s International Film Festival takes over Place Djemaa El-
Fna. The city’s famous central square, normally home to snake
charmers, storytellers and other spectacles, is transformed into an
open-air cinema. Festival visitors in the past have included Martin
Scorsese, Francis Ford Coppola, Susan Sarandon, David Lynch and
many others.

Riyadh responsible for
fate of Iranian
disappeared in S. Arabia

The Saudi officials are responsible for determin-
ing the fate of an Iranian national, Shahram
Amiri, who disappeared in Saudi Arabia in May,
the Foreign Ministry said on Monday.

According to consulate-related conventions, Ri-
yadh must determine the fate of Amiri, Foreign
Ministry spokesman Hassan Qashqgavi said in a
statement.

Amiri has never been heard from since he disap-
peared on May 31 in Saudi Arabia.

Qashgavi added that Iran’s embassy in Riyadh,
its consulate in Jeddah, and Iranian officials in
charge of the Hajj committee have presented the
relevant evidences to Saudi police and security
officials.

And although the Saudi officials have confirmed
the receipt of the evidences as well as Amiri’s
entry to their country, they have not presented
any clear response about his whereabouts and
this delay is “dubious”, he noted.

Qashqavi expressed hope that the Saudi officials
will make any necessary efforts to decide the
fate of Amiri
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Qatar Airways
To Tehran

£281

Including Tax and Charges

Emirates
To Tehran

Qatar Airways
To Mashad

£301

Including Tax and Charges

Turkish Airlines

To Tehran &
abriz

bmi
To Tehran

£325

Ineluding Tax and Charges

Iran Air
To Tehran
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Travel &Tours LTD
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From Manchester
bmi
To Tehran

Including Tax and Charges

Business Class
To Tehran

wE£1210

Including Tax and Charges

£303

Including Tax and Charges

£346

Including Tax and Charges Including Tax and Charges
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Istanbul.....mn. £135 Lagos....cwE460 ’
Casablanca..........E208 Kuwalt. ..E335 z
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