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DRAM STUDIOS

Videography & Photography

HD-DVD-DVCAM

Providing your wedding films and photos
Providing Morethan 300 Photos and 10DV Ds per wedding
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Music Video rﬁ-c:kingj

In partnership with Anagraphic Productions.

riD & Sdrnire) efUcllity  Tel 07547011513

for music video samples visi 07972007979
www.Mazyarfilms.com
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Had an accident? NOT YOUR FAULT?
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JU ST]C E
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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Exhibition and Film: Transit Te-
hran - Young Iran and its Inspi-
rations

When: Sept 28 to Nov 6, 2009
Where: London School of Economics
and Political Science

Atrium Gallery, Houghton Street, Lon-
don, WC2A 2AE,

Iran Unbowed: An exhibition of
work by leading contemporary
Iranian artists

When: Oct 10 to Nov 8, 2009

Where: The Churchill, Hyatt Regency
London

30 Portman Square London W1H 7BH

Indian & Islamic Works of Art
Where: Simon Ray Indian & Islamic
Works of Art

21 King Street, St. James'’s,
London,

German-Persian Music: Cymi-
nology

When: Monday, Nov 16, 2009
Where: Jazz Club Soho

London, United Kingdom

Public Lecture: The Islamic Archi-
tecture of Iran

Tuesday, Nov 17, 2009 7:00 PM

Royal Geographical Society + IBG
Kensington Gore SW7 2, United King-
dom

Inscriptions on North Indian
coins

Wednesday, Nov 18, 2009

British Museum Room 68, Great Rus-
sell St

Camden Town, WC1B 3,

Launch Party Of Friday Nights
at AMIKA

Type: Party - Club Party

Start Time: Friday, 06 November 2009
at 22:00

End Time: Saturday, 07 November
2009 at 03:00

Location: 63 - 65 Kensington High
Street W8 5SE

Call: 07949771882

Persian Weekly is not responsi-
ble for any changes made in the
above information.
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Logan Hall. Bedford Way London
WC1H OAL

S P (SO g 3o 339 93 LS

Sunday, Nov 8, 2009 - 7:00 PM
Logan Hallg 20 Bedford Way London,
WC1H 0,
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Address: Kensington Central Library,
London W8 7RX

Nearest Tube: High Street Kensington.
Entry fee: £2
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Richmond Royal Hospital (Richmond Health
Care)

Kew Foot Road, Richmond, surrey TW9 2TE
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Omid Djalili to be the Next Star
‘Fagin’!

When: July 20 to Dec 12, 2009
Where: Theatre Royal Drury Lane
Catherine Street, Holborn, WC2B 5,
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Sport

Iran to play Uruguay in FIFA
U-17 World Cup

Iran will play Uruguay in the second round of the FIFA
U-17 World Cup in Nigeria on Thursday.

Iran finished top of Group C after beating Gambia and
the Netherlands and a draw against Colombia. The
team will play Uruguay which has finished third in
Group F.

“We have a difficult job in the knockout stage against
Uruguay. They play like Colombia, but we are going to
beat them to advance to the quarterfinals,” Iran U-17
coach Ali Dustimehr said.

The 13th edition of the FIFA U-17 World Cup kicked off
on October 24 and will be finished on November 15.
Matches will be played in nine cities across Nigeria

Esteghlal moves up to second

Esteghlal football team beat Shahin of Bushehr and moved
up to the second place in the Iran Professional League (IPL)
on Monday.

In the match played at the Azadi Stadium in front of 20,000
people, Esteghlal defeated Shahin of Bushehr 2-1 after four
games without a win.

Reza Enayati gave Esteghlal a lead three minutes into the
second half. Shahin keeper Hassan Roshangar failed to save
Arash Borhani’s shot and Enayati scored in front of the goal.

Arash Borhani doubled Esteghlal on the scoreboard in the
57th minute thanks to a perfect through-ball from captain
Farhad Majidi.

Mohammad Ahmad-Pouri reduced Shahin’s deficit in the 65th
minute, taking advantage of Esteghlal defenders’ negligence
inside the area and opened the goal.

"I congratulated Shahin for their good performance against
Esteghlal. We did not play good in the first half but did well
in the second half and took advantage of our chances,” Es-
teghlal coach Samad Marfavi said.

Esteghlal moved up to second place with 27 points behind
Sepahan with 28 points

Iranian athletes win gold in
Asian Indoor Games

Iranian athletes claimed three gold medals in the 2009
Asian Indoor Games in Vietham on Monday.

Sajjad Moradi won gold in the 800 meter event, clock-
ing 1:47.48 minutes. Mostafa Dalirian also bagged a gold
medal in Kurash.

Ebrahim Nikfar claimed a gold medal in the shot put with
a 19.66 meter throw.

Leila Rajabi, the Iranian woman athlete, had previously
won the gold in the shot put.

Iran has participated in the event with 131 athletes in
16 events. A total of 4,500 athletes from more than 40
countries have taken part in the event which started on
October 30 and continues to November 8

Iran make history in Group C

The Iranians pulled off a bit of history by finish-
ing top of Group C, the first time a young Team
Melli reached past the first round of a FIFA U-17
finals. Colombia finished second with their daz-
zling array of midfield talent and South American
style, while the Netherlands came up short and
went out alongside bottom side Gambia.

The final standings 1. Iran (7 points) 2. Colombia
(5) 3. Netherlands (3) 4. Gambia (1)

Upcoming matches Argentina-Colombia, Ijebu-
Ode, Wednesday 4 November, 16:00 (local time)
Iran- Uruguay, Calabar, Thursday 5 November,
19:00 (local time)

The tale of the teams Iran had heavy expectation
on their shoulders coming into the group, having
been crowned champions of Asia a year earlier.
They came out flying in their opener, beating
the nine men of Gambia by a simple-enough 2-0
scoreline. Their second match - which required
a stoppage of some 60-plus minutes due to rain
- was a more complicated matter and they were
lucky to escape with a 0-0 draw against the tal-
ented Colombians. They hit their stride in their
third match, travelling to Enugu and beating the
Dutch to finish the section with seven points and
no goals conceded.

Colombia - who looked the most technically
gifted side of the Calabar-based group - started
like a house on fire, disposing of the Netherlands
2-1. After their goalless draw with the section-

winning Iranians, they went off the boil a bit and
were in real danger of losing to Gambia after
going down 2-0 in their last match. In the end
a 2-2 draw was enough to see them through.
The Dutch, for their part, failed to produce any
real quality and went out after picking up only
three points from a win over last-place Gambia,
who needed to change the vast majority of their
squad on the eve of the finals because of con-
cerns over the MRI age tests.

Iran open with a howler Iran were having trou-
ble scoring in their first game against ten-man
Gambia as half-time approached. However, a
moment of horror for Nol Ousman Darboe, who
fluffed a basic free-kick out from the back, saw
the ball fall right to the foot of the deadly Payam
Sadeghian. The captain made no mistake, curl-
ing the ball around and into the top corner of
an open goal to send Iran off on their winning
ways.

The stat 0 - The number of goals that Iran con-
ceded in their three Group C games, two in
Calabar and one in Enugu. This is the first time
an Asian side has ever pulled off such a feat of
stinginess at a FIFA U-17 World Cup.

The words ™It is an honour for us to win this
group because the Netherlands are at the top
of world football. It is an honour for me and my
players to have won out and it is my best expe-
rience as a coach so far.”” Ali Doustimehr, Iran
coach said.

(Source: FIFA.com)

Iran to participate
in Asian Fencing
Championships

Iran’s boys and girls fencing teams

will participate in the Asian Fencing
Championships in Qatar.

The tournament will be held at the

ASPIRE Academy for Sports Ex-
cellence in Qatar from Novem-
ber 10 to 18. Iranian teams will
take part in three weapons,
Foil, Epee and Saber in boys’
section, and Epee in girls’ sec-
tion. The best fencers from
Asia and Oceania are expected
to vie for the medals in the
fencing events
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Culture

Iranian films win awards
at Hindi festival

The Iranian short film “The First Film”
received the top prize in its category at

the 11th Osian’s Cinefan Film Festival
in New Delhi on Friday, as Alireza Aqa-
khani and Negar Javaherian won the
best actor and best actress awards for
their roles in the Iranian film “Before
the Burial”.

Directed by Panah Panahi, son of the
world-renowned Iranian filmmaker Ja-
far Panhi, “The First Film” is about the
elimination of satellite receiver sets in
Iran.

“Before the Burial” directed by
Behnam Behzadi tells the story of a
medical student, Siamak, who is ex-
pelled from the university and sent to
prison for his political activities. After
his release, he deeply regrets what
has happened to him and decides to
undertake some unfinished business
before taking leave of this world on
his fortieth birthday.

“Mrs. Javaherian helped me in per-
forming my role in the film,” Agakhani
told the Persian service of the Mehr
News Agency on Saturday.

He made his acting debut in the role
of Siamak in “Before the Burial”.

“Both of us played in many scenes and
impressed audiences, but this (award)

is for the great performance by Mrs.
Javaherian,” he added.

“The tremendous efforts of the cast
will be clear if the film is given the
opportunity to premiere in Iran,” film
director Behzadi told MNA.

“Before the Burial” has not been
screened in Iranian movie theaters in
the two years since the completion of
its production.

The Syrian film “The Long Night”,
about jailed political dissidents, was
judged the best film at the festival of
Asian and Arab cinema, Reuters re-
ported on Saturday.

“Khargosh”, a Hindi film about a boy
used as a go-between by two lovers,
was voted the best in an audience
poll and got a special mention from
the jury. About 100 feature-length
and short films were screened at the
week-long festival, drawing thousands
of people into the theaters in a country
where world cinema is rarely shown.

Photo: Alireza Agakhani (L) and Negar
Javaherian act in a scene of “Before
the Burial”, for which they won the
best actor and best actress awards at
the 11th Osian’s Cinefan Film Festival
in New Delhi on October 30, 2009

Swiss conference to
find “"Parasite”

The animation of “Parasite” will pre-
miere during a conference in Lucerne,

central Switzerland, in December.
Ajoint production of Iran’s Art Bureau
and the Lucerne International Anima-
tion Academy (LIAA), the animation
was directed by Omid Khoshnazar.

The animation depicts a juvenile war
game that a bored soldier engages
in while passing his time on guard
duty in a guard tower near a distant
border.

Suddenly, he is startled by a sound
coming from the radio inside the

guard tower. Coincidentally, a few
ants and other insects encircle him,
which with the help of the crackle
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from the radio, create the illusion of
an imaginary enemy in his mind.
The five-day conference, which is
scheduled to open on December 8,
will be sponsored by the LIAA.
Iranian director Khoshnazar is slated
to deliver a lecture on “Acting in Ani-
mation” during the meeting.

His animations “Zero Degree” and
“Labyrinth” have been shown in vari-
ous festivals around the world.

Spain Will
Lorca’s Body

Lorca was killed by Fascist soldiers loy-
al to General Franco during the early
weeks of the Spanish civil war.A team of
forensic experts has begun to excavate
a mass grave in southern Spain thought
to contain the remains of poet and
dramatist Federico Garcia Lorca. Lorca
was killed by Fascist soldiers loyal to
General Franco during the early weeks
of the Spanish civil war. His literary work
and his left-wing views made Lorca a
target of Franco’s regime. His remains
have rested in an unmarked grave in the
area since August 1936, Presstv re

Exhume

ported. Historians think he was buried
with at least three other men. A victim’s
family has asked for exhumation and
identification of the remains. Relatives
of the poet oppose the exhumation as
a disrespectful action to other families
who have relatives buried in the area.
Some of his other relatives, however,
have expressed willingness to donate
DNA samples to aid the identification
process.

The project will be held camera free
to prevent any publication of unau-
thorized photographs to protect the
families’ privacy.

IraniandirectorJafar
Panahi misses Mum-
bai filmfest jury

The travel restrictions imposed
by Iranian authorities upon some
cineastes hindered celebrated Ira-
nian filmmaker Jafar Panahi to join
the jury of the 11th Mumbai Film
Festival (MFF), which opened last
week.

Panahi’s passport was previously
confiscated at Tehran’s Imam Kho-
meini Airport on October 15 when
he was departing for France.

However, the chairman of the
Mumbai Academy of Moving Image
(MAMI), the organizer of the MFF,
hopes that Panahi would be able to
attend the festival, which runs until
November 5.

“We urge Iranian authorities to al-
low Mr. Panahi to travel to India. He
is welcome anytime to participate
in the festival,” Shyam Benegal said
during the opening ceremony of
the MFF on October 29.

Benegal previously asked Iran to
lift the ban on Panahi’s departure
from Iran in a letter he sent to the

Iranian embassy in India on Octo-
ber 16.

Several Iranian cineastes have been
prevented from traveling abroad
by restrictions on travel imposed
following the June 12 presidential
election. Panahi and members of
his family had previously been ar-
rested during an opposition protest
that was held at a Tehran cemetery
on July 30 in memory of the dem-
onstrators who were killed in the
streets as a result of the unrest af-
ter the presidential election.

Moreover, he was seen at the 33rd
Montreal World Film Festival wear-
ing a green scarf, a color that sym-
bolizes Iranians protesting against
the outcome of the election in
which Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was
declared as winner.

In addition, actress Fatemeh Mo-
tamed-Arya and documentarian
Mojtaba Mirtahmasb, as members
of an Iranian cinematic delegation,
were prevented from leaving Iran
on October 8 to attend a program
that had been organized by the
UCLA Film & Television Archive and
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences.
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Culture

Boston show to blend
together Iranian

music and calligraphy

Iranian tar and setar virtuoso and cal-
ligrapher Bahman Panahi will be holding
workshops and performances in Boston
on November 8 and 9. He will perform
at the Iranian Association of Boston
(IAB) on November 8 and will be ac-
companied by the IAB Choral Group
during his concert. He also plans to
hold a workshop on Persian Calligraphy
at Boston University on November 9.
The event is organized by the Institute
for Muslim Societies and Civilizations of
the university. Panahi studied the setar
and tar with great masters of Persian
classical music including Houshang
Zarif, Mohamadreza Lotfi, and as a cal-
ligrapher he obtained his Masters title
from the Institute of Calligraphy in Iran
under the direction of the great master
Gholamhosein Amirkhani. Since 1990,
Panahi has presented concerts, work-
shops, conferences, courses and exhi-
bitions worldwide. He resides in Paris
and is working on his doctoral disserta-
tion at the Sorbonne University under
the title of “The Musicality of Lines and
Points”. Photo: “Oh! Love" calligraphed
by Bahman Panahi, who plays tar in an
undated photo

Iranian captain
turned singer
ready to "Bloom”

An album featuring English songs by an Iranian
sea captain was released on Wednesday in Te-
hran.

The album entitled “Bloom” has been produced
by Barbad Music, an Iranian recording company,
said singer Mehdi Karimi in a press conference on
the same day.

Karimi composed the songs during the voyages
he has made since the 1980s, when he began his
studies as a student of shipping.

Social, love, peace, and friendship themes have
been carefully blended together in the album fea-
turing rock and pop-rock genre.

"My voyages provided me with opportunities to
become familiar with the world’s music... and the
idea for producing the album came to my mind
four years ago,” Karimi said.

"I wanted to include some of what I had been
taught concerning my Eastern identity in the
songs. For a person from the East composing
Western music is not a simple matter, but after
spending a long time producing the work, I am
pleased with its outcome,” he explained.

The recording of “Bloom” began in January 2007
and then was handed over to the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance for permission to re-
lease it in May of 2008.

"My profession (as a captain) made me familiar
with various cultures and that profoundly influ-
enced me. So, I decided to create an album in
English, because I think that English is perhaps
the most widespread language in the world,” Ka-
rimi stated.

German Orchestra to
Perform Pieces on Rumi

Germany'’s Dusseldorf Symphony Orchestra will be performing an
Iranian suite on Rumi composed by Houshang Kamkar on Nov. 8.
Iranian singer Alireza Qorbani along with a 60-member choir will

accompany the orchestra under the direction of conductor Ernst
von Marschall at the Tonhalle hall, Kamkar said, Mehr News Agen-
cy reported.

They will also perform a Kurdish poetic symphony by Saba Kam-
kar, he remarked, adding that both pieces were released in an
album by the Iranian Kurdish ensemble Kamkars last year.

The performance of the Iranian suite would be in the second part
of the program, while the first part is dedicated to western music,
Kamkar added.

He went on to say that conductor Marschall had heard the music
earlier this year and had liked the pieces.

“He then found me through a friend and told me about his interest
in performing the suite. I then submitted a copy of the partita and
the notes to him and rehearsals began soon afterwards.”

“Saba also left for Germany a few weeks ago to practice with the
choir,” he stated.

According to organizers, all 1,500 tickets have already been sold
out, which gives German promoters a favorable indication for
marketing future performances by Iranian musicians, Kamkar con-
cluded.

Wales Recreates
Largest Mona Lisa

Welsh art-enthusiasts have created the
largest reproduction of Leonardo da
Vinci's Mona Lisa at Wrexham’s Eagles
Meadow shopping center. Hundreds of
people participated in the event, rec-
reating the masterpiece covering 240
square meters, which is the size of 24
double-decker buses. The giant piece,
made of 82 different vinyl squares, was
displayed only for one day on Oct. 28,
Artdaily reported. “Our Mona Lisa has
a lot of advantages over the original,”
said Eagles Meadow Manager Kevin
Critchley. “It's a lot bigger so she is
much easier to see, admirers will not
have to queue to make her acquaint-
ance, there isn't any entry charge to
Eagles Meadow, and unlike the ver-
sion in Paris you will be able to touch
her” Also known as La Giaconda, the
16th-century portrait of Mona Lisa de-
picts Lisa Gherardini, wife of Florence
cloth and silk merchant Francesco del
Giaconda.

Iran to hold Ashiqlar

music festival

duce

traditional pieces and to boost the art of Ashiglar and also
to prevent the disappearance of this national art, he men-
tioned.

An Ashiq, also spelled Ashik and Ashug, is a mystic trou-
badour or traveling bard, who blends together instrumen-
tal and vocal music, dance, poetry, and storytelling in his
performances.

Ashiglar originates from the Azerbaijan region’s folk cul-
ture and is the favorite of many people who reside in this
part of country, he said.

Iran is gathering records on its unique, traditional per-
forming art of Ashiglar to register it on UNESCO's List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The decision to register the artform on the list is independ-
ent of the registration by Azerbaijan Republic of their

Ashiglar, which was added to the list recently.
The art of Ashiglar or Ashigs, mostly performed by men,
is more common in Iran’s northwestern provinces of East

The music festival entitled “"A Glow of Ashiglar” will be held
in West Azerbaijan province beginning November 19.
Artists from the Azeri-resident provinces of West Azerbai-
jan, Zanjan, East Azerbaijan and Aredbil will be attend-
ing the two-day festival, an official of West Azerbaijan’s
Ministry of Culture and Islamic guidance Department Ma-
nuchehr Zadali mentioned in a press release.

The event aims to motivate regional musicians to pro-

Azerbaijan, West Azerbaijan, and Ardebil. Ashigs can also
be found in Iran’s Central Provinces and Qom Province.

The art is also common in the republic of Azerbaijan and
Armenia, which were separated from Iran after a new bor-
der was established by the treaties of Golestan (1813) and
Turkmenchay (1828) following a series of wars between
Iran and the Russian Empire.
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IOM International Organization for Migration

London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Arlillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Street, Glasgow G1 3DX Tel. 0141 548 81186
Wales & South-West: 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 SHX Tel. 0117 907 4777
North-West: Regus Reception, 5th Floor, Horton House, Exchange Flags, Liverpool L2 3PF, Tel 0151 244 5641
Piccadilly House, 49 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2AP Tel. 0161 212 1463
North-East: Citibase, Aspect Court, 47 Park Square East, Leeds LS1 2ML Tel. 0113 346 6010
Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Norfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham BS 4LJ Tel. 0121 633 5074

www.iomuk.org

IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
We will help you to return home only it you wish to do so.
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Kish Potential

Underlined

Kish Island is the best option for being transformed into a
venue for hosting international seminars and exhibitions.

According to the Public Relations Department of the Cent-
er for Free and Special Economic Zones, the head of Iran’s
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization,
Hamid Baqaei, made the above remark in a meeting with
the managing director and members of the Board of Di-
rectors of Kish Free Zone Organization, IRNA reported.

Most Popular Destination

Bagaei stressed that to attain this, electronic services and
other facilities should be provided at the highest level.
Establishing higher education units is essential in Kish and
Kish Free Zone Organization can attract students from
leading Iranian and foreign universities.

A resort island in the Persian Gulf, Kish is part of Hormuz-
gan province. Due to its free trade zone status, it is touted
as a consumers paradise. It has numerous malls, shop-
ping centers, tourist attractions and resort hotels. About
one million people currently visit the island annually.

Kish Island is purported to be the third most visited vaca-
tion destination in the Middle East, after Sharm El-Sheikh
in Egypt and Dubai in UAE.

Like other Persian Gulf islands, especially islands in the
Strait of Hormuz, Kish is located on a narrow strip of
tropical vegetation in the northern hemisphere, with the
Persian plateau to the north and the Arabian Peninsula to

the south.
UNESCO Cooperation

Hamid Bagaei also met with UNESCO’s former Director
General Koichiro Matsuura last week.

In the meeting, Matsuura said cultural heritage is an im-
portant issue for United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and Iran’s assistance
in this concern is very important.

He appreciated Iran’s initiative in establishing an intellec-
tual heritage center in western and central Asia.

Bagaei expressed hope that the meeting would trigger
more joint cooperation between Iran and the UNESCO.
“Iran is one of the great civilizations of the world,” he
said, expressing appreciation for UNESCO’s cooperation
in establishing the intellectual heritage center and invited
Matsuura to pay a visit to Iran.

Accepting the invitation, Matsuura said Iran’s National
Commission of UNESCO has reopened educational and
cultural credits, and other problems are being eliminated.
The Iranian official underlined the necessity of making the
world community sensitive about the smuggling and sale
of cultural heritage works.

In a meeting with new Director General of UNESCO Irina
Bokova, Bagaei called her for taking major steps in the
campaign against trafficking of cultural heritage.
Criticizing the weak cooperation of museums of some
countries with museums in Iran, Baqaei said political
considerations should not overshadow clear regulations
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization.

The new UNESCO chief hoped that the two sides’ coop-
eration would increase during her tenure.

New UNESCO Chief Confirmed

UNESCO’s General Assembly, which has 193 members,
confirmed the election of Irina Bokova as the new direc-
tor general.

Bokova, former Bulgarian foreign minister, who has been
elected by the Executive Council, is the first lady in the
history of the UNESCO to take the post.

In a secret vote, all member-states, except 12 which
could not attend the ballot because of their debts to the
body, voted for Bokova.

Bokova had been elected by the 58-member council, on
September 22 in the fifth round of voting.

The new director general will succeed Koichiro Matsuura
from Japan who held the post for the last ten years.

Envoy to UNESCO
Blamed For Blunder

Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organiza-
tion (ICHHTO), in a letter to UNESCO, pointed out the or-
ganization’s mistake in attributing a wrong picture to one of
Iran’s most important historical sites on its website.

According to a fax received by Iran Daily from the ICHHTO's
Public Relations Office, the organization said Iran’s repre-
sentative to UNESCO is responsible for the blunder.

ICHHTO noted that the mistake was made by Iran’s repre-
sentative who is supervised by the Ministry of Science.
“ICHHTO pointed out the mistake to UNESCO and called for
a correction,” the report said.

A report was released by the Iranian news agency CHN a

week ago criticizing ICHHTO for sending the wrong picture
of Soltanieh Dome to UNESCO.

Earlier, UNESCO’s website described the grandeur of Soltan-
nieh Dome, but the photo used for illustrating it featured the
small tomb of the famous eulogist of Safavid era, Molla Has-
san Kashani, which is located near Soltanieh Dome.

Soltanieh Dome, which houses the mausoleum of Oljaitu,
was registered on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 2005.

It is an Islamic monument constructed during 1302-12 in the
city of Soltanieh, the capital of Ilkhanids, a Mongol dynasty
that ruled in Iran from 1256 to 1353.

Situated in Zanjan province, Soltanieh is one of the outstand-
ing examples of Persian architecture and a key monument in
the development of Islamic architecture.

The octagonal building is crowned with a dome 50 meters in
height covered in turquoise blue faience and surrounded by
eight slender minarets. The mausoleum has the tallest dome
in the Islamic world.

Officials mum
to destruction
of Susa cultural
heritage

Iranian cultural officials are silent
on the threat posed by the Amir
Zargar hotel project to Susa as the
project owner is still continuing to
build the hotel at the perimeter of
the ancient city.

In early September 2008, an of-
ficial of the Shush Cultural Herit-
age Center (SCHC) said that the
project had been banned follow-
ing a series of investigations by
experts.

“Despite all objections (from cul-
tural heritage enthusiasts), the
owner of the hotel has fenced off
the area and plans to finish the
project before any new demarca-
tion is determined for the site,”
Khuzestan Cultural Heritage Lov-
ers Society (Taryana) spokesman
Mojtaba Gahestuni told the Per-
sian service of CHN on Tuesday.
Gahestuni has even accused the
Khuzestan Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism and Handicrafts Department
(KCHTHD) and the SCHC of sup-
porting the project.

According to a reliable source who
preferred to remain anonymous,
the owner has no economic justi-
fication for building the hotel, so
he plans to convert it into a trade
center after it is completed.
Gahestuni said that SCHC officials
who have previously visited the
area upon which the hotel is being
built, insist that there are no sig-
nificant ancient strata at the site.
Meanwhile, another hotel con-
struction project named Laleh is
also in dispute at the site. The
project began with an excavation
of 100x100 meters in area and 6
meters in depth.

Construction of the hotels began in
2007 but both were halted shortly
thereafter as a result of objections
raised by media and cultural herit-
age enthusiasts.

The hotel construction projects
provoked a debate over the pre-
cise location of the perimeter of
Susa.

Consequently, a team led by ar-
chaeologist Mohammad-Taqi Ataii
made 61 excavations at Susa and
determined a 1200-hectare perim-
eter for the city, as 32 of the digs
resulted in the discovery of ancient
strata.

The previous demarcation, which
had been carried out decades be-
fore, determined a 400-hectare
perimeter for Susa.
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Iran police clash with
protesters

Thousands were present at the anti-American rally, about 1.5km (1
mile) from where opposition supporters gathered in Haft-e Tir square.
Other groups turned out in other parts of the capital to voice their op-
position to the regime.

‘Attacked’

Many of the opposition demonstrators wore green scarves or bands,
which have been used in repeated protests since Iran’s disputed presi-
dential elections in June.

Opposition supporters say the elections were rigged to ensure the re-
election of President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

Riot police and pro-government militiamen had packed the streets in
the centre of the capital on Wednesday, after reformist leaders had
urged their supporters to attend peaceful rallies at the former US em-
bassy. In November 1979, 52 US diplomats were taken hostage at the
embassy and held for 444 days by Islamist students in support of the
Iranian revolution.

A well-known activist who was among the opposition supporters, Ha-
bibullah Payman, told the BBC’s Persian service that he and others had
been attacked. “[The Green movement] came in peace and with the
usual slogan of supporting peace and asking for freedom,” he said.

“I saw no sign of violence or agitation in the crowd... Yet, they were
attacked violently.” Opposition supporters chanted “death to dictators”,
as small fires burned in the street. Security forces made a number of
arrests, reports said.

Obama statement

Iran’s Irna news agency said protesters had attacked a bus, and that
two policemen had been injured.

It also reported that security forces had used tear gas in some parts of
the city to disperse protesters.

Authorities have placed severe restrictions on foreign news organisa-
tions, making it difficult to verify reports.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards had warned opposition groups not to
stage demonstrations on the anniversary.

Opposition leader and former presidential candidate Mehdi Karroubi
briefly joined the protesters in Haft-e Tir square, according to a re-
formist website, Mowjcamp.

Unconfirmed reports were circulating that police had surrounded the
house of another reformist leader, Mir-Hossein Mousavi, to prevent
him from joining any demonstration. Some arrests were made on Fir-
dowsi Square, Mowjcamp reported. At least 30 protesters have been
killed in clashes and thousands arrested since June’s election. Some
200 opposition activists remain behind bars. Three have been sen-
tenced to death. On Wednesday’s anniversary of the seizure of the US
embassy, US President Barack Obama released a statement in which
he urged Iran to move beyond the “suspicion, mistrust and confronta-
tion” that had prevailed between Iran and the US since then. “Iran
must choose,” the statement said. “We have heard for 30 years
what the Iranian government is against; the question now is what
kind of future it is for.”

Source: BBC

Second Iranian
bank in Belarus

The spokesman of the Ministry of Com-
merce stated that the second Iranian bank
named “Eftekhar” (honor) will be inaugu-
rated in Belarus in November.

IRNA quoted Alireza Shojaei saying that
this new bank will be opened with the aim
of expanding the bilateral commercial ties
between Tehran and Minsk by offering
banking and financial services.

He added that Iranian managers will make
up the main executive board of the Eftekhar
bank.

Shojaei said that the bank has been funded
jointly by Refah Kargaran, Saderat and Ex-
port Development Bank of Iran.

“The establishment of this bank will cer-
tainly have a great impact on creating a
suitable environment for expanding busi-
ness relations and developing cooperation
and offering trade facilities to exporters,”
he added.

He said, “The trade volume between the
two countries has doubled from 2006 to
2008.”

Belarus and Iran have been pursuing closer
economic ties in recent years. According to
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, “the two
countries enjoy close cooperation in various
areas of transportation, energy, industry,
economy and trade.””

In May 2007, the two agreed to work to-
wards deeper bilateral trade and Bela-
russian President Alexander Lukashenko
referred to his country’s relationship with
the Islamic Republic as a “strategic part-
nership.”

In May 2009, Belarussian Deputy PM
Vladimir Semashko met with Vice Governor
of the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Reza Raei, to enhance an oil pro-
duction project in the Jofeir field, located
in Southwestern Iran near the border with
Iraq.

Subsequently, the Central Bank of Iran
agreed to lend $212m to Belarussian state-
run oil company Belarusneft for the devel-
opment of Jofeir oil field
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Istanbul.....mn. £135 Lagos....cwE460 ’
Casablanca..........E208 Kuwalt. ..E335 z
‘@' IKB Travel & Tuurs. 230 Edgware F'Inal:l Lundun WE 1 DW E-mall Trauellnfu@lKBtr‘avel co.uk
IATA All Prices are from & subject to availability and change. >
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011 3324 4205
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