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Call us today - You deserve a happier life!
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DRAM STUDIOS

Videography & Photography

HD-DVD-DVCAM

Providing your wedding films and photos
Providing Morethan 300 Photos and 10DVDs per wedding
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Music Video making (e
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Personal injury compensation
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Catherine Street, Holborn, WC2B 5,

Exhibition and Film: Transit Te-
hran - Young Iran and its Inspi-
rations

When: Sept 28 to Nov 6, 2009
Where: London School of Economics
and Political Science

Atrium Gallery, Houghton Street, Lon-
don, WC2A 2AE,

Iran Unbowed: An exhibition of
work by leading contemporary
Iranian artists

When: Oct 10 to Nov 8, 2009

Where: The Churchill, Hyatt Regency
London

30 Portman Square London W1H 7BH

Indian & Islamic Works of Art
Where: Simon Ray Indian & Islamic
Works of Art

21 King Street, St. James'’s,
London,

German-Persian Music: Cymi-
nology

When: Monday, Nov 16, 2009
Where: Jazz Club Soho

London, United Kingdom

Public Lecture: The Islamic Archi-
tecture of Iran

Tuesday, Nov 17, 2009 7:00 PM

Royal Geographical Society + IBG
Kensington Gore SW7 2, United King-
dom

Inscriptions on North Indian
coins

Wednesday, Nov 18, 2009

British Museum Room 68, Great Rus-
sell St

Camden Town, WC1B 3,

Launch Party Of Friday Nights
at AMIKA

Type: Party - Club Party

Start Time: Friday, 06 November 2009
at 22:00

End Time: Saturday, 07 November
2009 at 03:00

Location: 63 - 65 Kensington High
Street W8 5SE

Call: 07949771882

Persian Weekly is not responsi-
ble for any changes made in the
above information.
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Logan Hall. Bedford Way London
WC1H OAL

Sleao! A5 citasy 3
Poetry, music and dance
Saturday 28th November 09, 6:30pm
Brunei Gallery, SOAS, Thornhaugh

St., Russell Square, London
WC1H 0XG, Tube: Russell Square
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Address: Kensington Central Library,
London W8 7RX

Nearest Tube: High Street Kensington.
Entry fee: £2
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Richmond Royal Hospital (Richmond Health
Care)

Kew Foot Road, Richmond, surrey TW9 2TE
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Omid Djalili to be the Next Star
‘Fagin’!
When: July 20 to Dec 12, 2009
Where: Theatre Royal Drury Lane
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9th Anniversary of
Persian Centre Dinner Party

The Persian Care Centre invites you to join them on

Sunday 13th December 2009
from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m at the Pepper Pot Club
1 Thorpe Close London WIOQ 5XL
Live Music, Dancing and Dinner. Entry by Ticket Only

Tel: 0207-460-1662 Tel: 07900-001-610
Address: 1 Thorpe Close Ladbroke Grove W10-5XL

The Persian Care Centre invites you to join them on Sunday 15th March
2009 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m at the Pepper Pot Club

1 Thorpe Close London WI0O 5XL Live Music, Dancing and Dinner

Entry by Ticket Only
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Hampstead Building Engineers
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The Quaker Meeting House
78 Eden Street
Kingston Town Centre (Next to Primark)
avesta_farsi@hotmail.co.uk

:ilod glgiali

020 8241 3833
079 3088 6194
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Tose Limited.

2nd Floor, 90 Fonthill Road ¢ London N4 3HT
Tel: +44 (0) 207 2638256
Fax: +44(0) 207 6573088

Mobile: +44 (0) 7505494669

www.tosae.com, info@tosae.com
toselimited@googlemail.com

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Sohrabi keeps
vellow jersey

JAKARTA - Mehdi Sohrabi of the Iranian Tabriz Petrochem-
ical team came second in the third stage of the Speedy
Tour d'Indonesia on Tuesday but kept the yellow jersey.
Russian Sergey Kudentsov of the Polygon Sweet Nice
Surabaya club won the third stage while Indonesian cy-
clist Fatahillah Abdullah of the Araya team came third.
Kudentsov completed the 149.3-km race from Tasikma-
laya in West Java to Purwokerto in Central Java in three
hours 21 minutes and 24 seconds.

Overall leader Mehdi Sohrabi kept the yellow jersey with a
total time of 6:03:03.

The fourth stage will be the longest race with the route
spanning 213.8-kilometers from Purwokerto to Sema-
rang.

The tournament will be a warm up event ahead of the
Southeast Asian Games, beginning December 9.

The tour which kicked off on Sunday will cover a distance
of 1,513 km from Jakarta to Denpasar in Bali. The 13-day
event is divided into 13 stages with 19 local and foreign
teams taking part

Zob Ahan comes 3rd
in Asian Handball Club
League Championship

T Y

AMMAN- Zob Ahan of Isfahan took the bronze
medal of the 12th Asian Handball Club League
Championship on Monday.

The Iranian representative defeated Qatar’s Al-
Saad 22-20 and finished in third place.
Al-Salibikhaet of Kuwait beat Lebanese Al-Sadd
31-29 and claimed the title.

Seventeen Asian teams participated in the tour-
nament which was held in Amman, the capital
of Jordan, from November 7 to 23.

The Asian Handball Club League Champion-
ship is the official competition for men’s hand-
ball clubs of Asia and takes place every year. In
addition to crowning the Asian champions, the
tournament also serves as a qualifying tourna-
ment for the Super Globe

Jordan Victory Linked to Fans

Iran football coach Afshin Ghotbi said Jordanian fans were an
important factor in the Iranian team’s defeat in Amman.

Iran lost to Jordan 1-0 on Sunday in the 2011 Asian Cup
qualifiers in Amman.

Jordanian player Amer Deeb scored the only goal of the
match at the King Abdullah International Stadium to give
Iran a first loss in the campaign.

Group E is now wide open. Iran stays on top of the table with
seven points from four games, Singapore has a point less
and Thailand is third with five while Jordan is on four points
and back in contention.

In the game which was not on FIFA Day, Iran was without
Spanish-based stars Javad Nekounam and Masoud Shojaei,
who play for Osasuna, and their absence was noted.

"I congratulate Jordan for this win, but we definitely missed
Shojaei and Nekounam,” said Ghotbi according to the-afc.
com. “We want to finish as the top team of the group and we
must learn a lot from this away defeat. I think Jordan won
because they had nothing to lose and they put in a lot of ef-
fort. “The Jordanian players produced a great performance
and if they continue this way in the upcoming games they
will definitely strengthen their chances of qualifying.” “The
Jordanian fans supported their team nonstop. They fueled
their players with positive energy,” Mehr News Agency quoted
Ghotbi as saying. “We were the better team of the field in the
second half of the match compared to the first half but failed
to control the game. Our players did not play as I expected,”
he added. “We have to wait to have a better team in the fu-
ture. These defeats can help us gain more experience,” Iran’s
top manager stated. “We didn't have Spanish-based Masoud
Shojaei and Javad Nekounam against Jordan. In the game
we suffered from lack of experience,” Ghotbi concluded.

Ghotbi is not going to
be fired , IFF says

TEHRAN - Afshin Ghotbi is not in danger of
losing his job despite poor results of Iran
football team, said an Iran Football Federa-
tion (IFF) official. Iran’s coach Ghotbi has
been criticized for losing against Jordan on
Sunday in the 2011 Asian Cup qualifiers in
Amman. “Ghotbi will continue his work. Of
course he has to explain to IFF about Iran’s
performance against Jordan,” Mehdi Taj
IFF Vice-President said. We will review the
matches against Iceland and Macedonia.

Basketball Team
to Meet S. Korea
in Semis

Iran’s basketball team remained unbeaten in the
FIBA Asia U-16 Championship extending its win-
ning spree to six games in a row on Tuesday.

Iran beat Syria 69-58 and booked a berth in the
semifinal.

According to Mehr News Agency, the West Asian
champion is scheduled to play South Korea on
Thursday. China and the Philippines will face each
other in the other semifinal. The final game is
slated for Friday. The top two teams of the tour-
nament will qualify for the inaugural 2010 FIBA
U-17 World Championship to be played in Ham-
burg, Germany from July 2 to 11.

FIBA Asia is a zone within the International Bas-
ketball Federation (FIBA) which contains all 44
Asian FIBA federations.

The International Basketball Federation, more
commonly known by the French acronym FIBA,
is an association of national organizations which
governs international competition in basketball.
Originally known as the Fédération Internation-
ale de Basketball Amateur (hence FIBA), in 1989
it dropped the ‘Amateur’ from its official name.
The FIBA World Championship is a world basket-
ball tournament for men’s national teams hosted
quadrennially by the International Basketball
Federation (FIBA). A parallel event for women'’s
teams, the FIBA World Championship for Women,
is also held quadrennially, in the same year as the
men’s event but in a different country. The tour-
nament structure is similar but not identical to
that of the FIFA World Cup; each of these tourna-
ments has occurred in the same year since 1970.

Panathinaikos ready
to play Esteghlal

Greek league Panathinaikos football team
announced its readiness to play a friendly
against Esteghlal in Tehran.

Panathinaikos has sent an email requesting
a friendly against Esteghlal at the Azadi Sta-
dium on December 28.

Esteghlal was originally scheduled to play Al-
Wasl on December 27 and now the Iranian
team has to decide which team to play.
Panathinaikos leads Greek football with 29
points while Esteghlal sits third in Iran Profes-
sional League with 27 points.

Karimi not going
to Persepolis, Steel
Azin claims

Steel Azin football club announced Ali Karimi will
stay in the team and will not join Persepolis for
the second half of the season.

Karimi was believed to move back to his former
club, but Steel Azin dismissed the reports claiming
the “wizard of Tehran” will not return to Persepo-
lis. “Steel Azin will keep all its players up to the
end of the season in order to win first place of
the Iran Professional league. We respect Persepo-
lis but cannot hand over our essential players to
that team,” Steel Azin reported on their website
on Sunday. Steel Azin is fourth in the Iran Pro-
fessional League standings with 27 points behind
Sepahan, Zob Ahan and Esteghlal

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Parisians taking a glance at Turkish university honors Iranian
Iran’s “Voice ofVision"awards author Moradi Kermani

Turkey’s Mimar Sinan University of

Iran’s photo exhibit "“Voice of Vision”
opened at the French Galerie Séos in
Paris last week.

Iran’s Mehrva Gallery in collaboration
with the French Galerie Séos opened
the exhibit on November 17.

The month-long exhibit is display-
ing photos by Iranian photographers
Kurosh Adim, Mehrva Arvin, Nilufar
Banisadr, Naghmeh Qasemlu, Majid

“Voice of Vision” features the wor-
ries and concerns of contemporary
man. Several meetings with the par-
ticipation of photographers are also
arranged during the exhibit. Paris
is hosting a number of exhibits and
meetings on photography during the
month of November.

Photo: A photo by Mehdi Vosugnia
is one of the works on display in the

Fine Arts honored Iranian teen’s au-
thor Hushang Moradi Kermani.

Kermani, whose translated books
have been enthusiastically received
by Turkish readers, traveled to Tur-
key following an invitation from the
director of Kelime Publications, Asya
Caglar. His visit lasted from Novem-
ber 1to 9.

The university planted five trees at

“Voice of Vision” exhibit at the Galerie
Séos in Paris.

Beheshti, Taha Moghani, Javid Ram-
ezani, Babak Kazemi, Turaj Khamen-
ezadeh, and Mehdi Vosugnia.

Iranian short film receives diploma
at Polish Grand Off
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the Hatira Ormani, a forestation
project, in commemoration of Ker-
mani as a symbol of the green, pros-
perous world he presents to Turkish
children through his books.

He also visited several educational
and research centers during his so-
journ and was accompanied by the
Turkish translator of Moradi Kerma-
ni‘s latest book, Visel Basci.

Kermani’s previous books “The Sto-
ries of Majid,” “Sweet Jam,” “Like
the Full Moon,” “The Tandoor” “The
Cruse” were translated into Turkish
by Nezahat Basci.

Prior to his trip, Ayse Basci had
praised the Turkish version of his sto-
ries in an article in the Turkish daily
Radikal under the title of “The Neigh-
bor also benefited from us”.

The article highlights commonalities
in the world of children and how it
appears in Hushang Moradi Kerma-
ni's stories.

Moradi Kermani (born September 7,
1944) is an eminent writer of books
primarily for children and teenagers.
However, his works also appeal to
adults.

A number of his books have been
translated into English, German,
French, Spanish, Dutch, Arabic, and
Armenian.

OFF FILM ‘ YL L,

The Iranian short film “One Day Full of Pain” received a diploma at the Polish

Grand Off Film Festival 2009.

Nominated in the documentary section of the event, the film by Sattar Cha-

mani Gol received an honorary diploma.

The film was competing with four other nominees from Russia, Poland, Brazil

and Ukraine.

“One Day Full of Pain” features an old man in a Kurdish village in Iran, who
sets broken bones with very simple tools.

Iranian filmmaker Marjan Riahi served as the jury of Grand Off.
Riahi was accompanied by directors and artists from Poland, Sweden, the
Netherlands, Portugal, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Hungary and several

more.

Saket to Perform In America

Internationally celebrated ‘Tar’ player Keyvan Saket is planning to hold a tradi-
tional Persian music concert in two US cities.

The concert set for Dec. 3 and 13, will present solo Setar pieces and improvised
performances on Tar, Mehr News Agency reported.

Saket will perform in Washington and Virginia, followed by workshops on Per-
sian music and modern Tar and Setar playing techniques.

Composer, researcher and Tar and Setar maestro, Keyvan Saket has worked
with famous figures in the Iranian music industry including Hamid Motebassem
and the late Parviz Meshkatian.

He has also held several national and international concerts.

Two Languages can be
better than one!

To reach your persian audience,
talk to “Persian Weekly” first!

www persianweekly.co.uk

Belgrade Biennial Awards

Iranian Artist

Iranian artist Ghazaleh Bigdelou received the first prize of the 45th edition of
the Belgrade International Illustration Biennial.

Bigdelou received the Golden Pen Award for illustrating the book ‘Repartee’
written by Marjan Keshavarzi-Azad.

According to Presstv, works by 28 Iranian book illustrators were also included in
the biennial’s catalogue and Kambiz Kakavand received an honorary diploma.
Farshid Shafiei, Alireza Goldouzian, Anahita Teymourian, Fereshteh Najafi, Afra
Nobahar, Atieh Bozorg-Sohrabi, Ali Bouzari, Banafsheh Erfanian, Ali Mafakheri
and Azadeh Madani are among the Iranian artists whose works were published
in the catalogue.

The 2007 winner of the Belgrade biennial’s Golden Pen Award Hoda Haddadi
was a member of the 2009 jury. Her works were also displayed on the sidelines
of this year’s biennial.

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Culture

Kiarostami to judge UN video
festival on migration

Acclaimed Iranian filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami and program director of the New York

Film Festival Richard Pefia are among the jury members of PLURAL + A Youth-Produced
Video Festival on migration and diversity.

The international jury composed of filmmakers, youthful representatives and film critics
will announce the winners in New York on December 18, coinciding with International
Migrants Day.

The festival is a joint initiative of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) and
the International Organization for Migration (IOM).

Over 150 short videos from 36 countries have been submitted to the festival by young
people (ages 9 to 25) featuring their thoughts, experiences, opinions, and questions on
migration-related themes and on the challenges of ensuring respect and understanding
among various communities.

PLURAL + aims to empower young people to speak about what they think of migration
and diversity. Their productions center on the themes of migration, diversity, and iden-
tity.

The winning video-makers will be awarded with a range of exciting prizes and receive
professional opportunities in addition to international exposure through film festivals,
conferences, broadcasts, satellite, and internet.

Kiarostami will head the jury of the 9th Marrakech International Film Festival to be held
from December 4 to 12.

Kiarostami won the Palme d'Or at the 1997 Cannes Film Festival for “Taste of Cherry”.

1000-year-old structure iden-
tified in northeastern Iran

A dilapidated structure, surmised to have been built somewhere between 1000 to 1078
CE, has recently been identified in Khorasan Razavi Province in northeastern Iran.

A stone tablet bearing a Kufic inscription has been installed inside of the 3x6-meter
structure located in a village at a distance of 60 kilometers northeast of the historical city
of Tus, the Persian service of CHN reported on Sunday.

“The inscription will be read by experts as soon as possible,” Tus Cultural Heritage Center
(TCHC) Director Siavash Saberi said,

“Studies on the inscription will shed light on when the structure was built,” he added.
Local people believe that the monument had belonged to Abu Mansur Mohammad ibn
Abd ur-Razaq Tusi, one the rulers of Tus, who was keenly interested in the history of
Iranian kings. Because of this, he had encouraged Ferdowsi to compose his masterpiece
Shahnameh. Difficult access to the village had prevented a TCHC expert to identify the
structure previously, Saberi said.

Studies to identify the monument were carried out following a request made by the local
residents, he stated.

Initial studies to preserve the building have begun. The ceiling of the building has col-
lapsed and wide cracks can be seen in the walls. In addition, its interior architectural
decorations have been damaged.

As local villagers are sincerely interested in the building, they have actively participated
in safeguarding the monument

Parvin Etesami Intl. Film
Festival kicks off at IAF

The Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) hosted the opening ceremony of the
Parvin Etesami International Film Festival on Saturday.

The festival, named in memory of the Iranian poetess Parvin Etesami, has
been elevated to an international event this edition.

Speaking at the ceremony, the festival's secretary Mazyar Rezakhani
stressed the importance of introducing such festivals to world, saying
that foreign cineastes are interested in films made by Iranian female di-
rectors.

He also praised the presence of cineastes Tahmineh Milani, Marzieh Bo-
rumand, Kamal Tabrizi, Mohammadreza Zarrindast and Mohammadreza
Asalni at the ceremony, referring to them as celebrated artists who vali-
date the festival.

At the ceremony, the United Nations Development Program’s Resident
Representative at interim in Iran Elzira Sagynbaeva went on stage.

She congratulated the festival’s officials for holding the event, pointing
out that over 800 films were submitted to the secretariat, which mani-
fested the importance of the event.

This is the reason for the sponsorship by the UNDP of the festival, she
said.

Member of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Gelareh Mos-
tashari also spoke at the ceremony.

Humans always try to express their problems and wishes in the form of
artwork, and cinema is one of the best ways for these expressions, she
mentioned.

She went on to say that she wants to attract the attention of the audi-
ence to gain its support for helping battered women and taking care of
their needs.

At the end of the ceremony Iranian veteran actress and dubber Jaleh Olov
recited poems composed by Etesami and was accompanied by setar.
The festival is being held at the Mellat Cinematic Complex and Iranian
Artists Forum from November 22 to 27.

A total of 41 foreign films from 20 countries have been slated to compete
in the International Section of the event.

The national section jury members Shadmehr Rastin, Mohammadreza
Aslani and Parivash Nazarieh chose 103 films from the 400 submitted to
the gala’s secretariat.

The jury members Nasser Bakideh, Kurosh Jahed and Hadi Manbti se-
lected 41 films out of 135 movies submitted at the international section.
Parvin Etesami (1907-1940) was born in Tabriz and composed her first
poem in the classical style when she was only eight years old. She re-
ceived her high school diploma from the American Girls’ School of Tehran
and also taught at the school for two years.

Her poems focus on themes of social awareness and the human aspect
of life with simple yet insightful allegorical elements. There are no signs
of romanticism or feminism in her works, although she lived in the period
when Iran was beginning to modernize.

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queean Street, Glasgow G1 3DX Tel. 0141 548 8116
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North-East: Citibase, Aspect Court, 47 Park Square East, Leeds LS1 2NL Tel. 0113 346 6010
Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Morfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham B5 4LJ Tel. 0121 633 5074

www.iomuk.org

IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
We will help you to return home only if you wish to do so.
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Sahoolan

2nd Largest
Water Cave

Sahoolan water cave, situated 43 kilometers to
the southeast of Mahabad near the village of Is-
sakand en route to the city of Boukan in East
Azarbaijan province, is the country’s second larg-
est water cave.

The name of the cave is taken from the village
in which it is located, but it is also called by local
people ‘dove nest’.

Surrounding high mountains with their high-
flown peaks and fully virgin deep valleys add to
the beauty and majesty of this amazing natural
attraction, IRNA reported.

Upon arrival at the village parking lot, which is
located 100 meters from Sahoolan cave, visitors
have to take a walk to reach it.

Being situated at a height of 2,000 meters from
the sea level, this tourist spot is cool in summer
and freezing in winter. Sahoolan is a Kurdish
word meaning freezing and has been chosen to
describe the climatic condition of the area.

A 7,000-rial ticket entitles the visitors to take a
tour of the cave to explore the beauties of this
charming natural phenomenon including the wa-
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terway and dry part of the cave by boat and on
foot respectively.

Inside the cave is quite humid and dark, but hun-
dreds of flashlights installed in it provide enough
light to enable visitors to look at the interior of
this rare tourist attraction.

At the beginning of the tour visitors will find the
first lake measuring 200 square meters, whose
water is limpid.

As the boat proceeds further into the cave, the
boatman introduces the wall paintings of dol-
phins, eels, etc.

Doves are seen all around the cave, given that
they are the major residents of Sahoolan. They
lay their eggs even at spots where the visitors
can touch them.

The few bats living in the cave moved to darker
areas after the lights were installed to keep away
from the visitors’ vision.

The fourth lake in the cave measuring 500 square
meters is the last point of the tour.

The boat stops at a peninsula situated to the
west of this lake, where visitors take a seat on
the chairs provided for them, relax and take a
look at the beauties of the cave.

According to Mahabad mayor, Sahoolan water
cave is annually visited by 20,000 Iranian and
foreign tourists.

Sahoolan is only second to Ali-Sadr water cave
in Hamedan.

Italians to Research
Khuzestan Sites

According to an agreement signed between Re-
search Center of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handi-
crafts and Tourism Organization and the Italian
University of Torino, Italian archeologists will visit
Partian sites in Iran.

Dr. Mesina from Torino University and Jafar Mehr-
kian, an Iranian expert, will lead the archeological
team in the 5-year research project.

The researchers will work on the historical sites of
Izeh in Khuseztan province dating back to 1,000
years.

Italian researchers have worked in Iraq, Syria and
Turkmenistan before.

Izeh, formerly known as Izaj and Malemir, is a city
in the Khuzestan province in southwestern Iran.
Izeh has temperate weather in spring and sum-
mer, although in winter it is usually the coldest city
in the Khuzestan province. Izeh is populated by
Bakhtiaris, a tribe living in the northern part of the
Khuzestan area.

It is an agricultural rather than an industrial city.
The foremost product is rice that mostly comes
from Susan, Sheyvand, Meydavoud and Chitanbe.
Izeh also has mines of rocks and minerals. It is fa-
mous for its dam and ancient monuments that are
located in Kolfarah, Eshkaft Salman, and Khon-
gazhdar.

4 countries seek reg-
istration of Noruz as
international day

Four countries have prepared a draft resolution to register
Norouz as an international day at the United Nations.

Representative of Iran, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan and
Tajikistan to the UN signed the draft on Nov. 23.

The four countries are lobbying other countries to sup-
port the resolution, which will soon be handed over to the
General Assembly, CHTN reported.

The resolution comprises 17 preliminary clauses and six
administrative clauses. It notes that Norouz is celebrated
in a vast geographical area, including the Middle East,
Central Asia, Caucasus, Balkan and other regions.

Norouz plays an important role in boosting people’s ties
based on mutual respect, peace and good neighborliness.
The administrative clauses of the resolution include desig-
nation of the first day of spring as the international day of
Norouz and call for UN assistance to promote this ancient
event. The resolution invites all UN members to help raise
public awareness about Norouz among people in other
countries. Norouz was registered on UNESCO’s List of In-
tangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity on behalf of Iran,
Azerbaijan, India, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan and
Turkey during a meeting held in Abu Dhabi, UAE, during
September 28-October 2.

Significance

Norouz marks the first day of spring and the beginning
of the solar Iranian year. It is celebrated on the day of
the astronomical vernal equinox, which usually occurs on
March 21 or the previous day depending on where it is
observed. The word ‘Norouz’ is a compound of two Per-
sian words, namely ‘No” meaning new and the word ‘Rouz’
meaning both ‘day’ and ‘time’.

Literally meaning ‘new day’, Norouz is usually translated
as the day marking the onset of the Iranian New Year.

The 21st of March, therefore, coincides with the 1st day of
Farvardin, the first month of the solar calendar.

In the mind of Iranians, Norouz invokes colorful images
that are delightfully simple, refreshing and cordial.

Iranians of all race and religion, be they Muslim, Jewish,
Zoroastrian and Christian, celebrate Norouz with the same
enthusiasm and sense of belonging.

Norouz is part of the cultural tradition of Persians (Irani-
ans and Tajiks) as well as other groups (Kurds, Armeni-
ans, Azarbaijanis, Balochs and various Turkic nations).

Celebration

Norouz is the most important holiday in Iran. Preparations
for Norouz begin in Esfand, the last month of winter in the
Iranian calendar. Iranians start preparing for Norouz with
a major spring-cleaning of their houses and the purchase
of fruit, nuts, pastries, flowers (particularly hyacinth) and
new clothes to wear at the start of New Year. Typically, on
the first day of the New Year, families dress in new clothes
and start the 13-day celebrations by gathering around the
table with the Haft Seen or seven items beginning with
the Persian letter ‘Seen’, and await the exact moment of
the arrival of spring. At that time, the most elderly person
of the family prays for the wellbeing and prosperity of all.
Gifts are exchanged. Later in the day, the first house are
paid to the most senior family members. Typically, the
youth will visit the elders first, then the rest of their family
and finally their friends. If in the previous year, a fam-
ily member has passed away, the tradition is to visit that
family first. Guests are served with the tea or sherbet, fol-
lowed by fruit, pastries and nuts. Some Norouz celebrants
believe that whatever a person does on Norouz will affect
the rest of the year. So, if a person is warm and kind to
their relatives, friends and neighbors on Norouz, then the
New Year will be a good one. On the other hand, if there
are fights and disagreements, the year will be a bad one.
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We are a group of interested individual

Iranian who would like to inform and educate
the Iranian community about life and living
in the United Kingdom in order to help inte-
gration into their new country of residence
through culture, art, entertainment, articles
and personal stories.

The purpose of our weekly publication is to
promote the Iranian culture by exposing the
readers to rich traditions in Persian celebration,
literature, cinemas, art, poetry, music, etc.

In addition, we provide a common website for
over 3 million Iranian professionals and read-
ers outside of Iran and to enable them and
other nationalities throughout the world to
view this publication.

Persian Weekly is a non-political, non-religious
publication that encourages everyone who is
interested in Persian culture to contribute to
this paper. We welcome any articles, opinion,

photographs and ideas you might have.
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Brazilian president
urges Iranian nuclear
solution

Brazil has reaffirmed its support for Iran’s right to a civilian nuclear
programme, but called for a “just and balanced” solution with the
West.

During a visit to Brazil by the Iranian president, President Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva criticised attempts to isolate Iran over its nuclear
ambitions.

But he also urged
Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad to engage with
the West.

Western powers fear
Iran is developing
nuclear weapons
technology, rather
than civilian uses as
it claims.

It is the first visit
by an Iranian presi-
dent to Brazil, which
maintains close ties
to the US, Israel and
other countries try-
ing to block Iran’s
nuclear ambitions.

But Brazilian Presi-
dent Lula said he op-
poses further sanc-
tions on Iran, and called for diplomacy instead.

“We recognise Iran’s right to develop a peaceful nuclear pro-
gramme in compliance with international accords.

"I encourage you to continue engaging interested countries to
seek a just and balanced solution on the Iranian nuclear issue,” he
said to Mr Ahmadinejad at a press conference.

Iran reticence

Iran has yet to respond to a plan brokered by the International
Atomic Energy Agency, and agreed by Russia, the US and France
last month.

Under the plan most of Iran’s enriched uranium would be sent
abroad to be turned into fuel rods for research use.

This is seen as a way for Iran to get the fuel it needs, while giving
guarantees to the West that it will not be used for nuclear weap-
ons.

Mr Ahmadinejad’s visit to Brazil has already drawn criticism from
Israel and members of the US Congress.

US State Department spokesman Robert Wood declined to com-
ment on the meeting, but before the event, he said he hoped Brazil
would raise some of the US concerns with the Iranian leader.

New York congressman Eliot Engel said President Lula was making
“a serious error” by “lending legitimacy” to Mr Ahmadinejad.
Israel too called it a “mistake” for Brazil to host him, AFP reports.

Since coming to power in 2005, Mr Ahmadinejad has sought to
build ties with leftist south American leaders.
His five-nation tour also takes him to Venezuela and Bolivia, with
stops in the West African countries of Senegal and Gambia on the
way home.

Source : BBC

Iran-Iraq annual
trade seen at $4.2b

The value of trade between Iran and Iraq

is foreseen to reach $4.2 billion by March
2010, the secretary general of Iran-Iraq Joint
Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Mines
said here on Wednesday.

The Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting
quoted Jahanbakhsh Sanjabi-Shirazi as say-
ing that the trade between the two neighbor-
ing countries stood at $2.5 billion in the past
six months.

“Some 1.7 billion worth of goods were also
transited via Iran to Iraq in the mentioned
period,” he added.

Iran and Iraq signed $200 million worth of
contracts during the Iraqi delegation’s visit to
Tehran in October.

Iraq is one of the main markets for Iranian
goods. Iran exported $2.26 billion worth of
goods to Iraq during the previous Iranian cal-
endar year (ended March 20, 2009). The two-
way trade stood at $4 billion last year

Iran, China agree on
$6.5b refinery project

The Chinese refiner Sinopec has signed a mem-
orandum of understanding with the National
Iranian Qil Refining and Distribution Company
to invest $6.5 billion for building oil refineries
in Iran.

It is predicted that the two sides will close the
deal in the next two months, the Mehr news
agency reported on Wednesday without stating
further details on where and when the agree-
ment was signed.

The report noted that technical experts from the
two companies were studying the MOU and fig-
uring out ways to implement it.

Feasibility, profitability and land acquisition
studies regarding the construction of the new
refineries have been conducted and tenders will
be held on EPC (engineering, procurement, con-
struction) basis in the near future, the report
said.

Seven crude oil refineries with a total capacity
of 1.56 million barrels per day at an estimated
cost of $23 billion are planned to be built in Iran
to boost the domestic refining capacity to 3.2
million bpd.

Sinopec had earlier agreed to import 150,000-
160,000 bpd of Iranian crude this year, un-
changed from 2008.

China, which is among six world powers seek-
ing to resolve Iran’s long-running nuclear row
diplomatically, is the second-largest buyer of
Iranian oil
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Turkish Airlines

Gulf Air
To Mashad

£382

Inciuding Tax and Charges

Emirates
To Tehran

£346

Including Tax and Charges

To Tehran

£350

Including Tax and Charges

From Manchester
bmi

To Tehran

To Tehran &
Tabriz

Including Tax and Charges

Iran Air
To Tehran

£308

Including Tax and Charges

To Shiraz

£309

Including Tax and Charges

Business Class
To Tehran

~E£1210

Including Tax and Charges

Including Tax and Charges
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Istanbul... SRS - - |-
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‘ﬁ' IKB Travel & Tuurs. 230 Edgware Road, London, WE 1 DW E- mall Trauelmfu@ll(ﬂtr‘auel co.uk
IATA All Prices are from & subject to availability and change. >
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