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Videography & Photography

HD-DVD-DVCAM

Providing your wedding films and photos
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Music Video making
In partnership with Anaaraphic Productions.
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JU ST]C E
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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Haddadi
in NBA

Memphis Grizzlies coach
Lionel Hollins  said
Hamed Haddadi, the
first Iranian player in the
National Basketball As-
sociation, has improved
a lot and has a good fu-
ture in the league. Hol-
lins believes Iranian fans
have to be patient.

The Memphis Grizzlies’ Coach Hollins interview with Mehr
News Agency is as follows:

Hamed Haddadi has limited minutes in this season. What
can you say to Iranian fans who look forward to seeing him
play?

Hamed’s fans will have to be patient. We have a lot of talent
at center with guys like Marc Gasol, Hasheem Thabeet and
Hamed. His time will come eventually.

How would you assess Hamed since entering the league?
Can he remain hopeful about his future in Memphis?

He has improved a lot. Since last year he's been amazing in
his level of improvement. Where he has come from to where
he is now has been a huge jump. He obviously has a long
way to go. The thing that he has to work on now is his ef-
fort, energy and passion for the game. I think he has a good
future in Memphis if he works on those things.

Improved

Will you likely assign Hamed to the D-League?
No. There is not a chance at this time of him being sent to
the NBA D-League.

Khan Targets American
Debut Success

Britain's WBA world light-welterweight champion Amir Khan
said he intends to fight in the United States for the first time
in 2010. Khan defended his title with a stunning 76-second
defeat over Ukrainian Dmitriy Salita in Newcastle on Satur-
day. “After the reception I got in Newcastle it will be hard to
leave England but next year will be a good time to fight in the
States,” Khan told BBC Sport.

“Hopefully we can go and shock the world when we go to
America.” The 22-year-old is currently based in Los Angeles
since teaming up with trainer Freddie Roach last year.

And the Bolton fighter says the time has now come to fulfill a
life-long dream and box in the United States.

“Everyone at the gym in LA are always asking me when I'm
going to fight in the US and I keep on saying, “soon”,” ad-
mitted Khan. “I've been saying it for so long that they've
stopped asking me, but it's always been my dream to fight in
Las Vegas.” But while Khan is certain that he wants to fight in
the States, he is not so sure of who he will fight next. Khan,
who now has 22 victories from 23 fights, says he intends to
sit down after Christmas with promoter Frank Warren and
trainer Freddie Roach to discuss his options. “I'm sure I've
sent a message out,” said Khan.

“You want to fight the best and we’'ll sit down and see what
fights are out there for me.” Roach was more forthcoming,
revealing Mexican Juan Manuel Marquez and American duo
Luis Castillo and Zab Judah as possible options, with Britain’s
Ricky Hatton also a potential opponent. However, speaking
on BBC, Warren dismissed Hatton as a potential opponent
for Khan. "I don't feel Ricky Hatton should fight any more,”
said Warren. “It's crazy, you've only got to look at the size of
him. Maybe he could get himself down to the weight, but one
thing’s for sure, his reflexes and his legs are gone. “He's not
the same fighter he was. He won't be able to get out of
the way and I don't think it'll be the next fight anyway.”

Shojaei Scores In
Osasuna’s Draw

Iranian midfielder Massoud Shojaei scored from
six yards after 47 minutes as Osasuna took the
lead despite being second best in the first half.

Relegation-threatened Malaga claimed a valuable
1-1 draw in the Primera Division clash with Os-
asuna but will be disappointed not to have earned
all three points.

Massoud Shojaei scored from six yards after 47
minutes as Osasuna took the lead despite being
second best in the first half.

According to PA, Sergio Duda struck the wood-
work as Malaga sought a reply, which came when
Antonio Apono fired in from a set-piece after 82
minutes. Osasuna have now collected a highly
creditable 16 points this season and remain eight
points above Malaga.

After only avoiding the drop by the skin of their
teeth last season, Osasuna will be delighted by
the way they have started this term, but the visi-
tors were not at their best against Malaga.

Duda’s foul on Josetxo, which earned a yellow
card after three minutes, set the tone for a poor,
stop-start contest punctuated by the referee’s
whistle. The opening chance was fashioned by
Osasuna after 21 minutes when Juanfran’s cross
found Shojaei, who headed straight at Malaga
goalkeeper Gustavo Munua from 12 yards.

Munua was called into action once again after
Juanito had fouled Osasuna’s Carlos Aranda.

The Malaga goalkeeper, however, held Javier Ca-
munas’ free kick from the left channel.

Lopez Ricardo was called into action after 25 min-
utes, parrying clear a right-footed shot by Fern-
andez Fernando from the right side of the area.
An acrobatic effort from Nabil Baha followed, but
his overhead kick 20 yards out went wide of the
Osasuna goal.

Victor Obinna fired over from the edge of the area
and Fernando drilled wide soon after as the hosts
enjoyed a strong spell.

Duda then hit the wall with a 25-yard free-kick as
the first-half petered out.

The second period burst into life with a goal for
Osasuna two minutes after the restart.

Despite being second best in the first period, the
visitors went ahead when Aranda headed the ball
across the penalty area for Shojaei to power a
shot into the top corner from close range.

Malaga went close to an equalizer after 64 min-
utes when Duda’s cross was met by Obinna,
whose header from 12 yards drifted off target.
The hosts threatened again after 67 minutes after
Fernando Forestieri was fouled by Josetxo.

Duda struck the resulting 25-yard free-kick against
the post with a curling left-footed effort.

Obinna shot wide after 81 minutes as Malaga
sought a leveler and they were rewarded for their
persistence one minute later.

Cesar Azpilicueta brought down Obinna and from
the resulting free kick Apono drilled the ball into
the bottom corner from 20 yards.

After Shojaei had hobbled off to be replaced by
Francisco Punal, Obinna shot off target in the last
action of the contest.
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Qobadi’s “Persian Cats”
awarded at Tokyo Filmex

Iranian film “No One Knows about
Persian Cats” won three awards at the
13th Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival,
which was held in Estonia from No-
vember 27 to December 6.

The film received the jury prize for
cinematographically capturing under-

ground contemporary life in Iran.

Directed by Bahman Qobadi, “Persian
Cats” is about the underground music
groups in Tehran and the situation of
young musicians in Iran.

The organizers also gave the film the
FICC (International Federation of Film
Societies) Jury Award and the NET-
PAC (Network for the Promotion of
Asian Cinema) Jury Award.

The closing ceremony of the Tallinn
Black Nights Film Festival was held on
December 4.

“Persian Cats” has received sev-
eral other accolades at international
events.

The film shared Cannes’ special prize
in the Un Certain Regard category with
“Father of My Children” from France in
May 2009.

It has also won the special jury prize
at the 10th Tokyo Filmex in late No-
vember.

Doc explores mystery
of “"Great Omar”
Rubaiyat that went
down with the Titanic

Iranian filmmaker Mohammad-Ali Farsi

The film also studies the efforts Edward
FitzGerald made in translation of the
masterpiece of the Persian literature in
1859.

Shepherds, Sangorski & Sutcliffe and
Zaehnsdorf published the book “Lost on

THE GREAT OMAR

has recently completed production of
a documentary, which scrutinizes the
disappearance of “The Great Omar”, a
jeweled binding of the Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam.

The magnificent version of the Rubaiyat
that was bound by Sangorski and Sut-
cliffe in England in 1911 was lost in the
Titanic disaster.

Recording the sound effects and the
narrations for the documentary entitled
“Lost Truth” will be completed in few
upcoming days, Mehdi Tabatabaiinejad
said in a press release on Tuesday.

The film crew traveled to England,
Shiraz, Isfahan, Neyshabur, and several
other places to shoot the film, which
has been sponsored by the Sima Film
Productions, an affiliate of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB).

the Titanic -- The Story of ‘The Great
Omar’ in 2001, to describe the history
of the book.

About “The Great Omar”, Sangorski &
Sutcliffe state on their website, “The
book was undoubtedly the most ambi-
tious bookbinding project ever under-
taken by any bookbinder at any period
in history.”

“It boasted over a thousand precious
and semi-precious jewels, thousands
of separate leather onlays and it took
the firm two years of continuous work
to finish.” oyage to America when it was
tragically lost in the Titanic disaster.”

Photo: A poster of “The Great Omar”
created by computer from fragments of
the binding and printed in England by
Ventura Litho

Persian books to try their luck
at Leipzig Book Fair

Ten Iranian publishers submitted 29 titles to participate in Leipzig Book Fair
2010, competing for “The Most Beautiful Book in the World” award.

As the representative of the German Book Art Foundation in Iran, Shabaviz
Publications chose the Iranian books for the competition, the managing director
of the publication Farideh Khalatbari mentioned.

Publishers, including Negar, Fekr-e Ruz, Peydayesh, Shabaviz, Mosalas and
Yasavoli, will participate at the event, she said.

Three jury members, including a graphic artist, a sketcher and a painter, se-
lected the works submitted by 38 publishers out of which ten publishers were
selected, she mentioned.

Khalatbari stressed that a well-designed arrangement and form of a book are
the most important factors in this competition, saying that graphic, illustration,
paper type and print quality should create a visual beauty for the work chosen
to be submitted as an entry.

As world publishers that participate in the event publish in different languages,
the content of the book is not considered during the competition, she men-
tioned.

The books will also be submitted to the Frankfurt Book Fair after the winners
are announced by Leipzig fair, she added.

Iran has no representative at the Bolonga Children’s Book Fair due its concur-
rency with the Leipzig fair, she said.

The Leipzig Book Fair is a traditional springtime event with a strong appeal to
the general public. It offers its visitors a special kind of book experience.

The fair brings together exhibitors in various categories including academic, au-
dio books, art books, calendars, children’s books, comic books, cartoons, fiction
and non-fiction, and school textbooks.

The Leipzig Book Fair will be held from March 18 to 21 and later in the year from
October 6 to 10 Germany will host the Frankfurt Book Fair.

Iranian painter’'s works on display at
“Child Models” exhibit in Paris

Works of Iranian painter Davud Emdadian have been put on display in a Paris-
ian exhibit, which has also showcased works by some of the world’s greatest
artists. Sons, daughters and family members of the artists have been depicted
in artworks on display at the Orangerie Museum in an exhibition entitled “Child
Models -- from Claude Renoir to Pierre Arditi”.

Emdadian was mostly famous for his works portraying scenes from nature but
he also painted portraits of his children Yashar, Azar, and Negar, which have
been showcased in the exhibition.

Born in Tabriz in 1944, Emdadian left Iran for France in 1975 and lived in Paris
until his death in 2005.

The exhibition opened on November 24 and will run until March 8, 2010.

Works by Maurice Denis, Pablo Picasso, Lucien Jonas, Yves Brayer, and Pierre-
Auguste Renoir are also being exhibited at the show.

Iran’s "Whisper” awarded at
Slovakian filmfest

Shahram Alidi's Kurdish drama “Whisper with the Wind” won another interna-
tional award at the International Film Festival of Bratislava, which was held from
November 27 to December 4 in Slovakia.

The film won the festival’s Student Jury Award for “an extraordinary original
portrayal, for belief in freedom, love and peace against a backdrop of cruel
events in Iraq”, as mentioned in the festival’s website.

The film recently won several awards including three at the 62nd Cannes Film
Festival and the 11th Mumbai Film Festival.

Alidi's debut film is about a postman who for many years has traveled through-
out the mountainous villages of the Iragi Kurdistan region delivering messages.
One day, a partisan commander asks him to make a recording of his newborn
baby’s first cry.

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Renowned santur virtuoso
Faramarz Payvar dies at 77

Renowned Iranian musician and santur virtuoso Master Faramarz Payvar died on Wednes-
day. He was 77. Payvar had a stroke eleven years ago and was not able to continue his
career afterwards.

Faramarz Payvar was born in 1932 in Tehran into an aristocratic family of artists. His
father, Ali Payvar, was both a painter and professor of French at the University of Tehran.
Payvar’s mother was also interested in the arts in general and music in particular. She
was aware of her son’s talent and encouraged him to play the instrument.

At the age of 17, Payvar began his musical career by studying with renowned Iranian
musician Abolhassan Saba (1902-1957). He studied the Radif repertory and played the
santur with Saba for eight years before he graduated from his mastership class.

Payvar was highly skilled on the santur and soon became very famous. After Saba’s death
he began to study with four other masters: Nur-Ali Borumand, Rokneddin Mokhtari, Ab-
dollah Davami, and Haji AGA Mohammad Irani.

In 1958, Payvar began teaching the santur at the National Music Conservatory, which
was established by the veteran musician Ali-Naqi Vaziri. Four years later in 1962, Payvar
received a scholarship and went to England to study English.

He graduated from Cambridge University in 1965 with an advanced degree in English.
At the same time he studied Western music at the Royal Academy of Music in London,
where he lectured on Iranian music and also made some recordings.

Iranian land artists perform largest sand print
on Hormoz Island

Over one hundred Iranian land artists gathered
Sunday on Hormoz Island near Bandar Abbas to
complete the largest sand print.

Hormoz is one of the major islands in the Persian
Gulf in southern Iran and is famous for its colorful
sands especially its red sand named “gelak”. Cover-
ing an area of 1800m, the project took five days to
complete. The artists were divided into 36 groups
and performed their land art making use of the
island’s colorful sand and other natural materials.
“This is the largest independent sand print ever
displayed on the island and was created without
any help or support from the private or public sectors,” executive manager of the project
Ahmad Kargaran told the Persian service of IRNA. The sand print project took five days to
complete and the artists were selected from all across the country, he said, adding, "The
reason Hormoz was chosen for the project is that the island is home to over 70 natural
types of colors, and is called a heaven for geologists as well as being a unique place for
land artists. Locals and residents of neighboring cities flocked to the region by boat or by
sea bus on Sunday, the final day of the project, to watch artists finish the sand print, he
mentioned. “Other reasons to choose this place are its beautiful scenery and warm weather
during this season of the year,” he concluded. Photo: People visit a huge land art work cre-
ated by over 100 Iranian artists on Hormoz Island in the Persian Gulf on December 6, 2009.
(Mehr/Abolhassan Rezvani)

Nazeri discusses his
U.S. concerts based on

Shahnameh

Iranian vocalist Shahram Nazeri talked about his recent concerts in U.S.
cities featuring music based on the Shahnameh and billed as the Iranian
Sound of Peace.

The main elements in this series of concerts were based on Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh, which has received little attention over the past century,
Shahram Nazeri told the Persian service of ISNA while he was visiting the
Music Museum of Iran on Sunday.

Accompanied by the Rum Symphony, Nazeri gave performances at the
Pantages Theater in Los Angeles on October 3 and at the New York's
Carnegie Hall on November 14.

"Out of the remaining musical pieces from the past century, no composi-
tion based on the Shahnameh was found, so working on the Shahnameh
required much effort and special techniques which are difficult for a tra-
ditional singer,” he said.

He then referred to the lyrics by Sadi and said that Sadi’s poetry has long
been used in Iranian music, “this helps a signer perform the songs more
easily with less tension, but Ferdowsi’s epic poetry is quite different and
there are no previous performances to help a singer.”

Nazeri stressed that working on the Shahnameh requires more knowl-
edge. "Don't think that it is a simple matter of singing poetry, or that
any singer with good voice and experience can do it well. Performing
the Shahnameh requires in-depth knowledge of the history of ancient
Iran and its myths, and then, the performer has to be well aware of the
numerous upheavals Iran has been through historically. Even with all this
background information, no live music for the Shahnameh exists to serve
as a reference source to help.”

He added that it was two years ago when they took the first steps by
holding a concert in Paris, and their second performance was at Carnegie
Hall.

Nazeri next visited different sections of the museum that was recently
reopened. He expressed hope that the museum will open ways to pro-
mote culture, music and civilization of the country.

Photo: Vocalist Shahran Nazeri signs memorabilia for the Music Museum
of Iran after paying a visit to the institution in Tehran on December 6,
2009. (Mehr/Azin Hagiqi)

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queean Street, Glasgow G1 3DX Tel. 0141 548 8116
Wales & South-West: 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 5HX Tel. 0117 907 4777
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www.iomuk.org

IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
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Burnt City
Excavation
Underway

The first phase of excavations near Burnt City
is underway, Sistan-Baluchestan province.
Announcing this, an official working on the
project, Ruhollah Shirazi, told CHTN that one
of the historical areas located near Burnt City
is Sadeq Hill that belongs to 3000 BC.

“Archeologists are demarcating the historical
site in this season of excavation,” he added.
Sadeq Hill was discovered during archeologi-
cal excavations carried out in 2007-8.
“Archeologists are studying a pottery kiln be-
longing to Gunmetal era and collecting plant
and animal remnants in the region,” Shirazi
said.

The 10-day project will continue till Dec. 16.

Origins

Burnt City, a Bronze Age archeological treas-
ure trove, was once one of the world’s larg-
est communities at the dawn of urban set-
tlement.

The city, called Shahr-e-Sookhteh in Persian,
sits on the banks of Helmand River along the
Zahedan-Zabol Road in the southeast prov-
ince of Sistan-Baluchestan.

Covering an area of 151 hectares, the city
was built around 3200 BC and abandoned
over a millennium later in 2100 BC. The city
experienced four stages of civilization and
was burnt down three times. It took its even-
tual name because it was never rebuilt after
the last fire.

The oldest known backgammon, dice and nu-
merous metallurgical finds such as pieces of
slag and crucible are among the city’s exca-
vated artifacts. The unearthed game of back-
gammon is made of 60 turquoise and agate
pieces and has a rectangular ebony board.

A human skull bearing signs of surgery was
also discovered there.
Another significant object found at the pre-

historic site include an artificial eyeball.

In December 2006, archeologists discovered
the world’s earliest artificial eyeball in the
city’s necropolis, thought to have been worn
by a female resident of Burnt City. The arti-
ficial eye is spherical with a diameter of just
over 2.5 cm (1 inch).

Social Revelations

Some paleoanthropologists believe mothers in
Burnt City enjoyed social and financial promi-
nence. Insignias, 5,000 years old, made of

il

=

pebbles and belonging only to distinguished
inhabitants, were found in the graves of some
women.

Some believe the owners of these insignias
used them to seal valuable documents. Oth-
ers believe the seals indicate the owners' lofty
status in society.

Paleopathological studies on 40 teeth un-
earthed in the Burnt City’s cemetery show
that the inhabitants used their teeth as a
tool for making baskets and other handmade
products.

The use of teeth as a tool in Burnt City is seen
in both males and females of different ages.
Evidence shows that weaving was more than
a hobby in the prehistoric city. It was one of
the most common professions that required
a special skill.

Residents made a variety of products such as
carpets, baskets and other household items.

The reasons for the unexpected rise and fall
of Burnt City are still wrapped in mystery.
What is strange about the city is its incongru-
ity with other civilizations of the time. It is as
if the city just appeared out of nowhere. It
could lend weight to the argument that an
ancient civilization to the east of prehistoric
Persia was independent of the civilization of
ancient Mesopotamia.

Excavations in Burnt City also suggest that
its inhabitants were a race of civilized peo-
ple who were both farmers and craftsmen.
No weapon has ever been discovered at the
site, suggesting the peaceful nature of its
residents and the tranquil conditions of their
society.

Burnt City has been continually excavated
since the 1970s by Iranian and Italian ar-
cheological teams and new discoveries have
been periodically reported.

Shushtar Waterfall
Illumination on Agenda

Shushtar Cultural Heritage Department plans to illuminate
Shushtar Waterfall.

Announcing this, the director of the ancient site, Moham-
mad Hossein Arastouzadeh, told CHTN that the move aims
to attract more tourists to this UNESCO registered site.
Shushtar’s ancient water system of canals, tunnels and wa-
terfalls in Shushtar was registered on the UNESCO World

Heritage List, the UNESCO website reported in June.

The manmade Shushtar waterfalls are located near the Ela-
mite capital of Susa in Khuzestan province. Construction
of the structures began during the Achaemenid era (about
550-331 BC) on one of the Gargar River’s tributaries and
then the system was improved by the Sassanid dynasty
(224-651 CE).

This is Iran’s tenth structure registered on UNESCO World
Heritage List.

The waterworks are comprised of bridges, dams, mills, ag-
uifers, reservoirs, tunnels, and canals, most of which were
constructed in the Sassanid period especially during the
reign of Shapur I (241-272 CE).

The structures were used as an irrigation system and en-
couraged cultural interactions in the region.

Shushtar waterfalls are among the few ancient water sys-
tems in Iran used for irrigating the Shushtar plain.
Shushtar, Historical Hydraulic System, is an island city from
the Sassanid era with a complex irrigation system.

The river was channeled to form a moat around the city,
while bridges and main gates into Shushtar were built to the
east, west, and south. Several rivers nearby are conducive
to the extension of agriculture; the cultivation of sugar cane,
the main crop, dates back to 226 CE.

A system of subterranean channels called Ghanats, which
connected the river to the private reservoirs of houses and
buildings, supplied water for domestic use and irrigation, as
well as to store and supply water during times of war when
the main gates were closed.

Traces of these Ghanats can still be found in the crypts of
some houses. This complex system of irrigation degener-
ated during the 19th century.

The other Iranian monuments and sites that have been reg-
istered on the World Heritage List over the years include
Chogha Zanbil (Khuzestan province, 1979), Persepolis (Fars
province, 1979), Nagsh-e Jahan Square (Isfahan province,
1979), Takht-e Soleiman (West Azarbaijan province, 2003),
Pasargadae (Fars province, 2004), and the city of Bam and
its Cultural Landscape (Kerman province, 2004).
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Iran student
protests continue

IRAN'’S Prosecutor-General has ordered the release of 86
people arrested for participating in protests in Tehran this
week.Those freed had Yexpressed remorse for their partici-
pation in the gatherings”, said a statement from the office
of Gholam-Hossein Mohseni-Ejei cited by state- run PressTV
on wednsday On Tuesday Mr Mohseni-Ejei had warned of
harsh consequences for demonstrators.The head of Tehran
police, Brigadier-General Azizullah Rajabzadeh, said 204
people had been detained during a second day of anti-Gov-
ernment rallies on Tuesday, PressTV reported.The Iranian
Government has moved to crush opposition rallies since the
re-election as president on June 12 of Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad, which triggered street demonstrations after opposition
leaders said voting had been rigged. Hundreds of former of-
ficials, journalists, political analysts and activists have been
arrested and tried.The latest protests began on Student Day
on Monday, marking the 1953 Kkillings of three university
students by the government of the then Shah.Protests con-
tinued at Tehran University and Shahid Beheshti University
on Tuesday. At Tehran University, protesters were met with

pepper spray and tear gas.At least 169 men and 39 wo-men
were arrested in Monday’s mass protests.

On Tuesday, plainclothes security personnel surrounded the
office of the opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi, who
dared them to act.You are officers,” his website, Kalameh-

news.com, said he told them. If your mission is to kill, beat
or threaten me, go ahead.”

The militiamen eventually dispersed.

Mr Mousavi, who lost to Mr Ahmadinejad in the disputed
presidential election, had encouraged students to take part
in the Student Day rallies on Monday.

force by militiamen armed with steel clubs, electric batons,

Bloomberg, Los Angeles Times

Human rights violations
in Iran worst for 20 years:
Amnesty

LONDON (Reuters) - Human rights violations in Iran are as poor
as at any time in the past 20 years, the human rights group Am-
nesty International said on Thursday.

Its report, which followed June’s disputed presidential election, in-
cluded allegations of torture, rape and unlawful killings.

Amnesty called on Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
to allow United Nations human rights experts to visit the country
to help carry out an investigation.

Official inquiries to date “seemed to have been more concerned
with covering up abuses than getting at the truth,” it added.

Iran has dismissed previous criticism of its human rights record.
“Members of militias and officials who have committed violations
must also be promptly held to account and on no account should
anyone be executed,” Deputy Director of Amnesty International’s
Middle East and North Africa Programme Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui
said in a statement.

The report claimed patterns of abuse before, during and, particu-
larly, after the election, when authorities deployed the Basij militia
and Revolutionary Guards to suppress mass protests against its
disputed outcome.

Mass demonstrations against the re-election of hardline President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad plunged the Islamic Republic into crisis,
but opposition rallies no longer muster the huge crowds that flood-
ed the streets immediately after the June 12 ballot.

Defeated candidate Mirhossein Mousavi has alleged the vote was
rigged.Some of those detained during the protests have since been
forced to flee the country, the report said.

One former detainee says he was held at the Kahrizak detention
center for about 58 days, kept in a shipping container throughout
and only allowed to contact his family after 43 days, the report
added.

“Anyone who is arrested or detained must be protected from tor-
ture or other ill-treatment, prisoners of conscience must be re-
leased and those convicted after unfair trials -- including the ‘show
trials” which made a mockery of justice -- must have their cases
reviewed, or be released,” Sahraoui said.

“All death sentences should be commuted, and others not yet tried
must receive fair trials.” Source : Reuters

Malaysia toinvest $20b in
Iran’s oil and gas fields

Malaysia’s SKS Ventures has made a proposal
to invest $20 billion in two Iranian gas and
oil fields in the Persian Gulf, an Iranian oil
official says.

“Iran is discussing with Malaysia’s SKS con-
cerning its presence and investment in Iran’s
Golshan and Ferdowsi fields,” the head of
Pars Special Economic Energy Zone Moham-
mad Souri told SHANA News Agency on Tues-
day.

He added that countries such as Malaysia
and China are interested to invest in Iranian
oil and gas fields in the Persian Gulf region
as a lucrative investment with long term po-
tential.

The National Iranian Oil Company signed in
2007 a $20bn memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) based on the buyback plan with
Malaysia’s SKS Ventures on the development
of the two offshore gas and oil fields.

Iran’s former deputy minister for internation-
al affairs Hossein Nogrekar-Shirazi revealed
earlier in August that the collaboration be-
tween Iran and Malaysia would include the
construction of refineries in Malaysia and
other Asian countries.

Iran and Malaysia also have plans to set up a
300,000 bpd refinery in Indonesia and build
further refineries in Vietnam and Syria.

The Golshan gas field, 65 kilometers from the
Iranian coast with an estimated in-place re-
serve of 50 trillion cubic feet, will have a daily
production of 70 million cubic meters when
in commission.

The Ferdowsi gas field stands 85 km from the
shore with an estimated 10 trillion cubic feet
of in-place reserve, will have a daily produc-
tion of 25 million cubic meters when in com-
mission. According to the MoU signed be-
tween the two sides, the Malaysian company
will develop the gas fields in four phases with
an annual Liquefied Natural Gas production
of 20 million metric tons.

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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