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PA Planning Associates

Planning & getting Council Approval
For Loft, Extension & Outbuilding

07732682206
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7 - Heckscher, A, (1977) Open Space, The life of Ameri-
can cities, Harper and Row, New York

8 - Anu Korhonen, (2009), To See and to be Seen:
Beauty in the Early Modern London Street, in Cultural
History of Early Modern European Streets, The Nether-
lands.Koninklijke Brill NV incorporates the imprints Brill,
Hotei Publishing,IDC Publishers, Martinus Nijhoff Pub-
lishers and VSP.
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Videography & Photography

HD-DVD-DVCAM

Providing your wedding films and photos
Providing Morethan 300 Photos and 10DVDs per wedding
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Music Video making
In partnership with Anaaraphic Productions.
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www.Mazyarfilms.com
.

. - P




T TAVAZO |

SPECIALISTS IN WHOLEFOODS & PATISSERIE
Tel: 020 8810 1161 &Ny LSS g sOLS - pgw

———

. g iag

iy S 3 5o
&g 49 baid 03l 03988 g Gl i (i S ryr- wwl 992 90 olgi 4O I ! JLol>
()5 9 b)) ¢ (a paads 9 S8 ol Lo j Olnl )l Suid Sl Gl glgil
Sgu 50 I8 333 0 pat 9 Mgic w9 e Sk (Sl ’ Olol 9500450 92935 i 1o S pusis

) ] cobpal 3l S 43 )3 A ks ogae 9 Jua T auls
QuiS yl=xiol HLSS wsuausls TAVAZO Swilgd (o 1) 393 Chmlj)sogéoga ool
29
201 Uxbridge Road, London, W13 QAA

0208 810 1161 info@tavazo.co.uk




NS A\ ——4

tel:0208 963 0012 fax:0208 963 0090
info@mahanfoods.com www.mahanfoods.com

ol ¥ Ul g0 43 08 50 i

Gowan G i )b gl e Yl (HI3E Slgo S b
bl 50 j23e Ylibgad (o rind 33 Gl G S Hle pygmw &S )3 YIS ad jl 9 03,5 Sulgi (igs)




Ml 08 ¥ Bolai LT
T o duuS o0 59 g

Had an accident? NOT YOUR FAULT?
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JU ST]C E
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus

Design: Persian Weekly
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Iran football 6th in Asia

Iran has moved down one place in the latest world rankings
issued by FIFA. The team sits sixth among the Asian teams
in the rankings, behind Australia, Japan, South Korea, Bah-
rain and Saudi Arabia respectively.

Meanwhile, Iran has dropped to 64th in the world rankings
with 508 points.

European champion Spain finishes 2009 on top of the FIFA
world rankings with 1627 points for the second straight year.
Brazil, the Netherlands, Italy and Portugal sit in the follow-
ing places respectively

Iranian weightlifting teams
withdraw from Asian Champi-
onships

Iran has withdrawn from the Asian Youth and Junior
Weightlifting Championships in the UAE.

Iran, Sydney 2000 Olympic Games runner-up, made poor
results in the World Championship held in South Korea
last month. Moreover, some Iranian lifters were found ac-
countable for doping in previous tournaments.

In the technical committee held in Iran’s Weightlifting
Federation the officials decided to cancel participation
in the tournaments due to the existing turmoil in Iran’s
weightlifting society

Persepolis may part
company with Kranjcar

Persepolis is likely to sack Zlatko Kranjcar if
the Croat cannot get good results in the two
upcoming matches of the Tehran-based foot-
ball team.

"I am not satisfied with Persepolis’ results.
Krancjar has to change the way Persepolis
plays. We will decide about his future after the
next two matches. Steel Azin coach Hamid Es-
tili is a candidate for taking charge of Persepo-
lis,” Persepolis General Manager Habib Kashani

said in Iran’s state-run TV.

Meanwhile, in regard to Persepolis’ Iragi mid-
fielder Hawar Mulla Mohammed, Kashani add-
ed, “He didn't come back to Tehran on time
and the club is allowed to punish him. We will
complain to FIFA about Mulla Mohammed’s
conduct.”

Hawar Mulla Mohammed threatened to leave
the Tehran-based team if the reported %10
was deducted from his contract.

Two Languages can be

better than one!

To reach your persian audience,
talk to “Persian Weekly” first!

www .persianweekly.co.uk

Iran drawn with U.S.
in basketball World
Championship

Iran has been drawn in Group B of next sum-
mer’s FIBA World Championship, in a ceremony
held in Istanbul on Tuesday.

Iran is playing against the U.S., which won the
gold medal of the 2008 Olympic Games, Croatia,
Brazil, Slovenia, and Tunisia.

A total of 24 teams divided into 4 groups of 6
teams, with each team playing the other five
teams in their respective groups. Following the
group stage, the top placed four teams from each
group (16 teams) go on to the Eighth Finals, at
which point the competition continues through
to the Finals in a standard knock-out format.

The Championship will be played in Turkey, in
the cities of Ankara, Kayseri, Istanbul and Izmir
from August 28 to September 12, 2010.

2010 FIBA World Championship groups:

-Group A- Argentina (1) Serbia (5) Australia (11)
Germany (7) Angola (12) Jordan (37)

-Group B- Iran (21) USA (2) Slovenia (20) Brazil
(14) Croatia (15) Tunisia (42)

-Group C- Greece (4) Turkey (18) Puerto Rico
(10) Russia (17) China (9) Ivory Coast (40)
-Group D- Spain (2) France (15) Canada (19)
Lithuania (6) New Zealand (13) Lebanon (24

Persepolis may play
Real Madrid in UAE

Persepolis may play Real Madrid in the UAE dur-
ing the winter break if the Spanish team agrees
to hold camp in that country.

The Iranian team is going to hold a training camp
in the Persian Gulf country in late December.
Dubai football officials are trying to persuade Real
Madrid to also hold their training camp in the
emirate but an agreement has not been reached
yet. The Iranian team is hopeful that the Spanish
giant will accept its request to play a friendly.

Real Madrid sits 2nd in La Liga while Persepolis is
fifth in the Iran Professional League

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Culture

Iran’s "Hunter” to contend
for Golden Bear

be competing at the Berlin Inter-
national Film Festival, organizers
announced on Tuesday.

Directed by Rafi Pitts, the film is about
a young man who randomly kills two
police officers in an act of vengeance.
He escapes into a forest, where he is ar-
rested by two other officers.

Pitts, Mitra Hajjar, Nasser Maddahi,
and Malek-Jahan Khazaii are the main
members of the cast.

T he Iranian film “The Hunter” will

Roman Polanski’s latest movie, “The
Ghost Writer” and “On the Path” by
Bosnian-born director Jasmila Zbanic
are on the lineup for the festival, which
will take place from February 11 to 21.

>

Scorsese’s “Shutter Island” starring Le-
onardo DiCaprio, Ben Kingsley, Patri-
cia Clarkson, Jackie Earle Haley and
Michelle Williams will also be screened
in the competition section at the event.

Last year, Iran’s “About Elly” won a Sil-
ver Bear for best director at the Berli-
nale.

Photo: Rafi Pitts in a scene of the Iranian film “The Hunter”, which will be
competing at the Berlin International Film Festival in February

Qobadi heading
jury at Indian
filmfest

Iranian filmmaker Bahman Qobadi is
heading the jury at the 14th edition of
the Indian International Film Festival of
Kerala (IFFK).

Iran’s “About Elly” is an entry to the
competition section of the festival,
which began on Friday and will continue
until December 18.

Organizers will also be holding a ret-
rospective of Qobadi in which all the
feature-length movies directed by the
filmmaker will be screened.

Qobadi’s latest production “No One
Knows about Persian Cats” will soon be
screened in India.

Qobadi made his debut with the film
“A Time for Drunken Horses” in 2000,
which received the Camera’d’Or at the
Cannes Film Festival. His “Turtles Can
Fly” represented Iranian cinema in the
Best Foreign Language Film category at
the Annual Academy Awards in 2005.
This movie also won the Golden Shell
for Best Film at the San Sebastian Film
Festival in 2004.

In addition, Qobadi’s “Half Moon”, a
joint production of Iran, Irag, Austria,
and France, was selected to represent
Iraqi cinema in the Oscar race in 2007.

His “Persian Cats” shared Cannes’ spe-
cial prize in the Un Certain Regard cat-
egory with “Father of My Children” from
France in May 2009. It has also won
the special jury prize at the 10th Tokyo
Filmex in late November.

Turkey’s Rumi

foundationhon-
Shajarian

ors

Turkey’s International Mevlana Foun-
dation honored Iran’s living legend
of traditional music Mohammadreza
Shajarian during the first night of his
concerts in Konya, Turkey. The Inter-
national Mevlana Foundation hon-
ored Shajarian with a Golden pin and
Shajarian presented his handwritten
poems of Rumi as well as his cas-
settes to the foundation.

Shajarian performed concerts accom-
panied by the Shahnaz Ensemble over
four days at the Konevi Cultural Cent-
er following an invitation from the In-
ternational Mevlana Foundation. The
program is a part of the week-long
program at the 736th Commemora-
tion of Rumi which is being held from
December 7 to 17 in Konya. At the
beginning of the concert Shajarian
expressed his thanks to the founda

tion as well as Konya Municipality for
holding the program. Rumi’s 22nd
niece Esin Celebi who is also the
deputy director of the foundation said
that Shajarian has a heavenly voice
that attracts Rumi aficionados. She

went on to say that Shajarian pre-
sented the world with peace, friend-
ship and love with his songs during
his career.

At the end of the concert, Shajarian
performed his smash hit “Morgh-e
Sahar” (The Bird of Dawn) following
the audience’s clamoring to hear the
piece.

Photo: Iranian vocalist Mohamma-
dreza Shajarian (R) holds a prize he
received from the director of Turkey’s
International Mevlana Foundation,
Esin Celebi (C), after the first night
of his concerts in Konya on December
12, 2009. The host of the presenta-
tion ceremony is also seen clapping
in the photo. (Tehran Times/Ahmad
Motalaei)

Welsh festival

organizer invites
Iranian storytellers

Wales’ festival co-director David
Ambrose invited Iranian storytellers
to attend the “Beyond the Border”,
Wales’ leading International Storytell-
ing Festival in 2012.

Participating in Tehran’s 13th Inter-
national Storytelling Festival which
wrapped up Wednesday, he said that
so far no Iranian has taken part in the
Wales’ festival “but my participation
here is providing an opportunity to in-
vite Iranian storytellers to the festival
in Wales.

“In the coming edition of the festival
in (July) 2010, several storytellers
from Armenia, Georgia and Iraq are
taking part, and we intend to invite
participants from countries on the Silk
Road for the 2012 edition,” he told
the Persian service of IRNA.

He then talked about the festival in

Wales and said, “The festival is inter-
national in scope and tries to invite
the best storytellers from around the
globe. The spectacular three-day cel-
ebration of oral traditions takes place
in the splendid grounds of St. Do-
nat’s Castle on the picturesque South
Wales coast.

“In Wales, storytelling has long been
a profession and, over the past 20
years, has found its way among or-
dinary people. Of course, history
shows that in older times, storytellers
received money to tell their tales to
princes and princesses who lived in
castles, instead of sharing them with
the common people.

“Storytellers in Wales make a liv-
ing mostly by their performances at
schools or at various festivals. School
masters also warmly receive the sto-
rytellers,” he remarked.

The 13th International Storytelling
Festival opened here on Sunday at
the Institute for the Intellectual De-
velopment of Children and Young
Adults (IIDCYA).

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Culture

Event Marks Fitzgerald’s
Translation of Khayyam

Iran held a calligraphy exhibition to mark the anniversary of Edward Fitzgerald’s land-
mark translation of works by Persian poet Khayyam.

The event displays 44 exquisite calligraphy works to commemorate the 150th anni-
versary of Fitzgerald's translation of Rubaiyat, one of the greatest poetic translations
of a Persian work in the West.

The artworks present a beautiful combination of Persian and English versions of
Khayyam poems which Fitzgerald translated into rhymed quatrains.

The poems are hand-lettered in both Persian and Roman calligraphy forms and
adorned with traditional Persian illuminations.

“The idea to link such an excellent poet as Omar Khayyam to such an excellent trans-
lator as Edward Fitzgerald is very nice and it's interesting to use the art of calligraphy
especially the excellence of Persian calligraphy,” Italian Cultural attaché in Tehran
Carlo G. Cereti told Presstv.

Mojtaba Karami, Mojtaba Sabzeh and Somayyeh Shirmohammadi are the artists
whose works have been showcased during the exhibition.

They have also presented their works at ‘The Persian Sensation: The ‘Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam’ in the West at the Harry Ransom Center at the University of Texas.
First published as an anonymous pamphlet in 1859, Fitzgerald’s 101-verse semi-nar-
rative translation of Khayyam'’s Rubaiyat rapidly captured the Victorian society to the
extent that some compare its effect on Victorian England to that of Darwin’s ‘On the
Origin of Species’, published in the same year.

The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam is a collection of quatrains (four-line poems) by the
11th-century Persian poet, known primarily for his contributions to astronomy and
algebra.

Iran to host UNESCO

UNESCO launched the Memory of the
World Program to guard against collec-

workshop on memory
of the world

Iran’s National Library and Archives
(INLA) will be playing host to the first
International workshop of Memory of the
World Program opening on January 17,
2010.

Directors of the national libraries of Tur-
key and Zimbabwe accompanied by sev-
eral experts will be attending the 3-day
workshop, said manager of INLA Public
Relations Office, Hamed Yari.

Also participating in the program are sev-

eral students from Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan
Republic, Kazakhstan, and South Africa.

tive amnesia calling for the preservation
of valuable archives and library collections
all over the world to ensure their wide-
spread dissemination.

“This is the first time the workshop is
arranged as an international event. The
previous two editions were held nation-
ally,” he remarked.

“The issue is of high interest for Turkey
since they have not yet had a workshop
in the Memory of the World Program so
far,” he added.

Invited guests will also have a chance to
visit the holy city of Mashhad and Astan-e
Qods Razavi Library and Museum.

Hedyeh Tehrani:

I will never again
hold a show in Iran

Ca—

Fame has turned into a problem
for Iranian actress-turned-photog-
rapher Hedyeh Tehrani in her exhi-
bition underway at the Iranian Art-
ists Forum (IAF) in Tehran as she
says she will never again hold an
exhibition in Iran.

Tehrani’s exhibit has not been as
well received as expected due to
accusations by a number of Ira-
nian photographers that Tehrani
is exploiting her celebrity status to
promote her photography.

A group of renowned Iranian cin-
eastes and artists, including Abbas
Kiarostami, Tahmineh Milani, Mar-
zieh Borumand, Seifollah Sama-
dian, and Habib Rezaii, were seen
among the visitors after the exhibi-
tion opened on December 9.

In addition, a large number of or-
dinary people came to see Tehrani
herself rather than to visit her ex-
hibit, which focused on water and
sea.

“Regardless of my name, I am a
human being who wants to share
with others what she has observed
and explored in nature over the
past few years,” she said in press
conference on Monday.

“The exhibition earns me no profit
and I only wanted to celebrate na-
ture,” she added.

“Every one of us is infected with
the pressures of modern life,
which takes away the opportunity
to enjoy the beauties of a tree, a
panorama of the sea and all the
numerous details existing around

us,” she explained.

Tehrani was frequently bothered
by questions about the superstar’s
celebrity status during the press
conference.

"I didn't take photographs with
the idea of using my name to
market them. It exists and I don't
know what to do about it... This
large magnifying glass that makes
Hedyeh Tehrani bigger than life is
in the hands of the public, but I
ask you not to judge my photos
based on my name,” she said.

Tehrani is determined to pursue
her photography career, but has
decided not to show her work in
Iran because of the strange wel-
come she received in this exhibi-
tion.

She has received proposals asking
her to hold the exhibition in Lon-
don, New York, and several other
countries.

“In other countries, I am first seen
as an individual photographer try-
ing to depict her insights and then

as the actress Hedyeh Tehrani,
she lamented.

Tehrani took out a loan of 2.2 bil-
lion rials (over $220,000) to hold
the exhibition, but said that the
total revenue for the past week
won't cover the loan.

A photo priced at 80 million rials
(over $8,000) is the most expen-
sive work at the exhibition, which
runs until December 18.

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Abu
Reyhan
Birounl

All-Round Scientist

Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Organization (ICHHTO) has an-

Ty

i

nounced its readiness to help Afghani-
stan establish a proper tomb for the
Iranian scientist, Abu Reyhan Birouni,
buried in Ghazni.

ICHHTO Chief Hamid Baqgaie made the
above announcement on the occasion
of Birouni’s birth anniversary on Dec.
17, CHTN reported.

Birouni is one of the greatest Iranian
astronomers and philosophers of the
Muslim world.

“Abu Reyhan Birouni’s books are among
Iran’s spiritual heritage,” he said, add-
ing that Birouni is an all-time master
and it is essential to build a suitable,
worthy tomb for him.

Baqaie noted that although eminent
personalities and their works are impor-
tant for Iranians, protecting their burial
site is also of high importance and a
sign of respect for them.

“Iranians have played a vital role in
forming human civilization,” he stressed,
adding that it is ICHHTO's responsibility
to safeguard the signs of this ancient
civilization.

Baqaie said Iran considers it its duty to
rebuild the tomb of this great Iranian
personality and introduce him to the
world due to cultural commonalities
between Iran and Afghanistan and the
current economic and political situation
of Afghanistan.

History

Abu Reyhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad Bi-
rouni was a Persian scholar and poly-
math of the 11th century. He was a sci-
entist and physicist, an anthropologist,
comparative sociologist, astronomer
and chemist, a critic of alchemy and as-
trology, an encyclopedist and historian.

What's more, he was also a geographer
and traveler, a geodesist and geologist,

IRANICA

a mathematician, pharmacist and psy-
chologist, an Islamic philosopher, theo-
logian, scholar and teacher.

Birouni was also one of the earliest lead-
ing exponents of introducing the ex-
perimental method into mechanics and
mineralogy, a pioneer of comparative
sociology and experimental psychol-
ogy, and the first to conduct elaborate
experiments related to astronomical
phenomena. He was the first Muslim
scholar to study Indian traditions.

George Sarton, the father of the history
of science, described Birouni as “one
of the very greatest scientists of Islam,
and, all considered, one of the great-
est of all times”. A. I. Sabra described
Birouni as “one of the great scientific
minds in all history.”

Birouni was born in Khwarazm, then
part of the Samanid Empire. He stud-
ied mathematics and astronomy under
Abu Nasr Mansur. He was a colleague
of fellow philosopher and physician Abu
Ali Sina (Avicenna) and the historian,
philosopher and ethicist Ibn Miskawayh
in a university and science center estab-
lished by Prince Abu Al-Abbas Ma’mun
Khwarazmshah. He travelled to South
Asia or Central Asia (modern-day Af-
ghanistan) with Mahmud of Ghazni
(whose son and successor Masoud
was his major patron), and accompa-
nied him on his campaigns in India (in
1030), learning Indian languages and
studying the religion and philosophy of
its people.

There, he wrote his Tarikh Al-Hind
(Chronicles of India). Birouni wrote his
books in Arabic and Persian, and spoke
Khwarazmian as his first language,
though he knew no less than four other
languages: Greek, Sanskrit, Syriac and
Berber.

Birouni's earliest academic interests
were in the physical, natural and biolog-
ical sciences, resulting in a fascination
with Indian science. Khwariz, Birouni’s
homeland, served as a center for math-
ematical studies, which added yet an-
other interest to his repertoire. He did
a great deal of traveling, traditionally
regarded as a part of one’s education in
Islam, including western India to study
ancient sciences.

While Birouni’s analytical brain contrib-
uted to mathematics and other scienc-
es, he was also blessed with a creative
brain in which religion, culture, lan-
guage and history were to become his
next focal points.

Further study in Djurdian, located south-
east of the Caspian Sea, and Rey, near
present-day Tehran, served as Birouni’s
next semi-permanent residences around
338/998 C.E. Birouni’s initial time in Rey
was peppered with academic disputes
and criticism of his work and theories.
With time and upward social mobility,
he gained acceptance by the scholars
of Rey.

With time and effort, Birouni advanced
from a criticized theorist to a respect-
able academic.

Following an initial period of educa-

tion through travel and interaction with
various mentors, Birouni returned to his
homeland of Khwariz before 399/1008
CE. Upon his return, he was recognized
by the country’s prince, Abul-Hassan Ali
ibn Mamun and served as a political and
academic teacher to the prince’s broth-
er, Khwarizmshah Abul-Abbas Ma’'mun
ibn Ma’'mun for seven years. Birouni's
work was cut short, however, when the
royal employer, Khwarizmshah, was as-
sassinated in 407/1016 CE upon the
country’s conquest by “the powerful
Ghaznavid sultan Mahmud ibn Subuk-
takin”.

Following the conquest over his home
country, militia and academic minds
were simultaneously taken as prisoner
to Ghazni, Afghanistan. Throughout his
captivity in Ghazni, Birouni was able to
continue research and write academic
works, both independently and as an
accompaniment to fellow scholars as an
honorable prisoner.

Part of his independent work as a pris-
oner was spent traveling with the Ghaz-
ni military to Northwest India to teach
Greek sciences. These trips to India re-
sulted in his famous book, Al-Hind or
India, an unofficial ethnography.

Birouni’s works number 146. These
include 35 books on astronomy, 4 on
astrolabes, 23 on astrology, 5 on chro-
nology, 2 on time measurement, 9 on
geography, 10 on geodesy and mapping
theory, 15 on mathematics (8 on arith-
metic, 5 on geometry, 2 on trigonome-
try), 2 on mechanics, 2 on medicine and
pharmacology, 1 on meteorology, 2 on
mineralogy and gems, 4 on history, 2 on
India, 3 on religion and philosophy, 16
literary works, 2 books on magic, and
9 unclassified books. However, only 22
have survived, of which only 13 have
been published. Six of his surviving
works are on astronomy.

Instruments

Birouni invented a number of astronom-
ical instruments. He wrote the first trea-
tises on planisphere (the earliest star
chart) and the orthographical astrolabe,
as well as a treatise on the armillary
sphere. He was able to mathematically
determine the direction of the Qibla (the
direction toward the Kabah in Mecca,
which Muslims face while praying) from
any place in the world. He also wrote
the earliest treatise on the sextant.

He also invented an early hodometer
and the first mechanical lunisolar calen-
dar computer that employed a gear train
and eight gear-wheels. These were the
earliest examples of fixed-wired knowl-
edge processing machines.

Refutation of Astrology

The first semantic distinction between
astronomy and astrology was given by
Birouni in the 11th century. In a later
work, he wrote a refutation of astrol-
ogy. His reasons for refuting astrology
were both due to the methods used
by astrologers being conjectural rather
than empirical and also due to the as-
trologers’ views conflicting with those of
Islam.

Cartography

By the age of 22, Birouni had written
several short works, including a study
of map projections. His cartographic
work included a method for projecting a
hemisphere on a plane. He introduced
the use of three rectangular coordinates
to define a point in three-dimensional
space and also developed ideas that are
seen as anticipation of the polar coordi-
nate system.

Geodesy and Geography

Birouni is regarded as the father of ge-
odesy. At the age of 17, Birouni calcu-
lated the latitude of Kath, Khwarazm,
using the maximum altitude of the
Sun. He also solved a complex geo-
desic equation to accurately compute
the Earth’s circumference, which were
close to modern values of the Earth’s
circumference.

His estimate of 6,339.9 km for the Earth
radius was only 16.8 km less than the
modern value of 6,356.7 km. In con-
trast to his predecessors who measured
the Earth’s circumference by sighting
the Sun simultaneously from two differ-
ent locations, Birouni developed a new
method of using trigonometric calcu-
lations based on the angle between a
plain and mountain top, which yielded
more accurate measurements of the
Earth’s circumference and made it pos-
sible for it to be measured by a single
person from a single location.

In mathematical geography, Birouni
was the first to describe a polar equi-
azimuthal equidistant projection of the
celestial sphere around 1025. He was
also regarded as the most skilled in
mapping cities and measuring the dis-
tances between them, which he did for
many cities in the Middle East and west-
ern Indian subcontinent. He often com-
bined astronomical readings and math-
ematical equations to develop methods
of pinpointing locations by recording
degrees of latitude and longitude. He
also developed similar techniques when
it came to measuring the heights of
mountains, depths of valleys and ex-
panse of the horizon in The Chronology
of Ancient Nations.

Birouni also discussed human geogra-
phy and the planetary habitability of the
Earth. He hypothesized that roughly a
quarter of the Earth’s surface is habit-
able by humans, and also argued that
the shores of Asia and Europe were
“separated by a vast sea, too dark and
dense to navigate and too risky to try”
in reference to the Atlantic Ocean and
Pacific Ocean.

Among his writings on geology, Birouni
observed the geology of India and dis-
covered that the Indian subcontinent
was once a sea, hypothesizing that its
seabed appeared with the drifting of al-
luvium.

Birouni broke through the ranks of tradi-
tional scientist with his incisive observa-
tions and excellent deductions. He was
an all-rounded scientist par excellence.

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Gates ‘concerned’ over Iran
missile test: Pentagon

U.S. Defence Secretary Robert
Gates is “clearly concerned” over
Iran’s test of a medium-range mis-
sile, his press secretary said on
Wednesday.

“The secretary has seen the intel-
ligence on that latest launch” and
“he’s clearly concerned,” Geoff
Morrell told reporters.

“This is just the latest in a series
of provocative actions by Iran, all
seemingly oblivious to the scrutiny
of the international community or
perhaps more likely in spite of it,”
Morrell added.

“At a time when the international
community has offered Iran oppor-
tunities to begin to build trust and
confidence, Iran’s missile test only
undermines Iran’s claim to peacful
intentions,” he said.

“Such actions will increase the
seriousness and resolve of the
international community to hold

Iran accountable for its continued
defiance of its international obliga-
tions.”

Iran Wednesday test-fired what it
said was a faster version of its Sejil
medium-range missile with a range
that would allow it to reach targets
inside Israel, drawing sharp inter-
national censure.

The defiant test of the Sejil 2 mis-
sile comes as world powers mull
fresh sanctions against the Islamic
republic for its controversial nucle-
ar enrichment program.

Iranian state television said the
missile “hit the defined target,” but
gave no further details.

The two-stage Sejil, powered by
solid fuel, is capable according to
Iran of travelling 2,000 kilometers
(1,240 miles), which would put
arch-foe Israel, most Arab states
and parts of Europe, including
much of Turkey, within range.

Source: AFP

Iranian
attends Copenhagen
climate summit

delegation

Officials from Iran’s Department of
the Environment, Foreign Ministry, Qil
Ministry, and Agricultural Jihad Ministry
have attended technical sessions at the
Copenhagen climate summit.

Mohammad Javad Mohammadizadeh,
the director of the Department of the
Environment and the head of the Ira-
nian delegation, joined the Iranian of-
ficials on December 14.

The United Nations Climate Change
Conference opened on December 7 and
and will continue till December 18.
Delegates from 192 countries have
gathered in the Danish capital for the
long-awaited UN summit.
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U.S. court sentences
abducted Iranian to prison

A U.S. court has sentenced an Iranian national to five years in prison for
seeking to transfer sensitive U.S. military technology to Iran.

According to a U.S. Federal prosecutor a District Court in Wilmington hand-
ed out the sentence to Amir-Hossein Ardebili on Monday after he had “se-
cretly pleaded guilty” to arms smuggling and weapons export charges.
Assistant U.S. Attorney David L. Hall confirmed reports that Ardebili was
abducted in the Republic of Georgia in October 2007 and handed over to

the U.S. government in January 2008.

The Isalmic Republic took a swipe at Georgia over the issue, saying offi-
cials in Thilisi had ignored calls by the Tehran government that the Iranian
national must be returned to his country.

According to Hall, Ardebili had acquired thousands of components for Iran,
including military aircraft parts and night vision devices.

This is while the purchase of parts for F-4 fighter planes through a media-

tor is not an international criminal act.

Additionally, international regulations to do not allow the U.S. government
to abduct Iranian nationals from other countries based on these charges.

Credit Suisse to pay
$536m fine over Iran

sanctions

Swiss banking group Credit Suisse
has agreed to pay a $536m (£329m)
fine for violating US sanctions against
Iran.

Settlement papers say Credit Suisse
systematically hid the identity of its
Iranian clients when moving millions of
dollars on their behalf.

The bank is also accused of helping
Libya, Sudan and Burma evade sanc-
tions.

The bank said it took the matter seri-
ously and was committed to the high-
est standards of integrity and regula-
tory compliance.

Credit Suisse is the second bank to pay
hundreds of millions of dollars for help-
ing its clients bypass US laws.

Transactions quadrupled

In January, British bank Lloyds-TSB
paid a fine of $350m to US authorities
after prosecutors accused it of faking
records so clients in Iran, Libya and
Sudan could do business with US in-
stitutions.

The US government has the power to
take proceedings against foreign fi-
nancial institutions - even for actions
involving other countries - if they do
some of their business in America.

US government papers filed in the lat-
est case said: “Credit Suisse’s internal
communications showed a continuous
dialogue about evading US sanctions
spanning approximately a decade.”

The court papers said that when Lloyds
ceased its involvement in 2003, the
Iranian banks moved their business to
Credit Suisse.

That led to the Swiss bank quadru-
pling its Iranian transactions in US
dollars. Between 2002 and 2005, they
increased from about 50,000 to some
200,000.

Source: BBC

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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