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Iranian Association is seeking to employ a worker for a new project:
Older People Healthy Lifestyles Project

Annual Salary: £6,500 (including London weighting)
Part-Time

The project worker will be responsible for organising workshops, develop outreach service and
make home visits. The post holder will communicate and liaise with other agencies, organisations
and groups that could be of assistance to the older people.

The project worker will have good knowledge of older people health issued, posses a relevant quali-
fication, experience of running workshops, providing advice and outreach, excellent communica-
tion skills and the ability to relate to people at all levels. S/he should be a good listener and possess
problem solving skills and experience of advice work. Basic word processing and administration
skills are required. The Project worker will report to Iranian Association’s coordinator.

To apply for the job please send your CV with a covering letter to the following address:
Older People Healthy Lifestyle Project
IRANIAN ASSOCIATION, Palingswick House, 241 King Street, London W6 9LP

Closing date for the receipt of CVs: 5.00pm On Friday 8 January 2010

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JU ST]C E
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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Teymourian set to
leave Fulham

Fulham’s Iranian midfielder Andranik Teymourian will likely
leave the Premiere League team in the winter window.

A team from La Liga, which has yet to be announced, is going to
sign him up, according to his agent.

“Fulham is not going to sell “Ando” in the January transfer win-
dows but we will keep our transfer options open during the win-
dows,” Mahmoud Reza Fazeli added.

Former Bolton midfielder has been out of the starting lineup in
the current season

IrNavidkia bids farewell
to Iran football

Moharram Navidkia retired from Iran national football team on
Wednesday despite being invited for the Qatar Football Tourna-
ment.

Sepahan of Isfahan midfielder has decided to quit playing in the
national team due to his concentration on his club.

The 27-year-old has made 25 caps for Iran football team scoring
one goal.

Navidkia is to meet Iran coach Afshin Ghotbi and inform him
of his decision
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Tehran’s popular club Persepolis appointed Ali Daei
as head coach. The club fired Croat Zlatko Kranc-
jar.

Persepolis currently stands in the third spot of the
Iranian Premier League (IPL), already ten points
behind league leader Sepahan of Isfahan.

Acting director of the club, Habib Kashani, said,
“We are satisfied with Krancjar’s results but the
club believes the team needs a new motivation.”
The 52-year-old began his coaching career in
Croatian club HNK Segesta and joined Croatia Za-
greb in 1994, when he won the Croatian champion-
ship and cup in the first season.

Leaving the club in 1996, Kranjcar worked in sev-
eral Austrian and Croatian clubs before rejoining
Croatia Zagreb in 1998 and leading the club to an-
other win in both the Croatian championship and
cup as well as to an appearance in the UEFA Cham-
pions League.

Kranjcar became Croatian national team’s new
coach after the end of Euro 2004. His contract was
not renewed following Croatia’s poor appearance in
the 2006 World Cup.

His clubs after the World Cup include Croatia Ses-
vete, the UAE’s Al-Shaab and DAC 1904 Dunajska
Streda.

The dismissal of the Croat after the 1-1 draw against
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Saba Battery on Wednesday didn’t come as a big
surprise, as Persepolis’ chairman Kashani recently
blasted Kranjcar in public repeatedly.

Ali Daei had led Saipa FC to a surprising IPL title
and to the knockout stage of the Asian Football
Confederation Champions League in his first coach-
ing assignment, before taking over Iran’s national
team in early 2008, which he led into the final
phase of World Cup qualification, but was fired af-
ter practically losing all chances of qualification in
March 2009.

Daei also said, “I don’t think clinching champi-
onship of IPL is out of reach. I will do my best to
reaching this goal.”

Abu Moslem’s New Coach

Parviz Mazloumi was appointed as Abu Moslem of
Mashhad football coach on Sunday.

Mazloumi guided Mes of Kerman to the first ever
Asian Champion League last season, but he could
not continue his success in the current season, Mehr
News Agency said.

“I have reached an overall agreement with Abu
Moslem, but have yet to sign a contract,” Mazloumi
said.

The 57-year old was coach of Abu Moslem from
2007 to 2008.

8-Year-Old Chess Master

The World Chess Federation (FIDE) gave the title of chess master
to an 8-year-old Iranian chess player, Seyyed Mohammad Amin
Tabatabaei.

According to the IRIB, Tabatabaei was awarded the title on Sat-
urday.

The Iranian player won the 2009 World School Championship in
Thessaloniki, Greece, held April 26-May 4.

Tabatabaei earned the bronze medal after he placed third in the
2009 World Youth Chess Championship held in Kemer-Antalya,
Turkey, Nov. 11-23.

Headquartered in Athens, Greece, the World Chess Federation is
known by the acronym of its French title, Federation Internationale
des Echecs

Persepolis held
by Saba in Qom

Persepolis football team could not lessen the gap with

its rivals at the top of the Iran Professional League
(IPL) when the Tehran based team tied against Saba
Battery on Wednesday.

In the match played at the Yadegar-e-Emam Sta-
dium, Persepolis was held to a 1-1 draw against its
opponent.

Abbas Mohammad-Rezaei put the hosts in the lead
in the 32nd minute. He scored from outside the box
with a powerful shot. Shpejtim Arifi equalized the
match with one minute remaining before halftime.
Persepolis moved up to third place with 33 points on
goal difference. Sepahan sits first with 43 points and
one game in hand, and the other Isfahani team Zob
Ahan is second with 40 points. Saba Battery is 10th
with 27 points.

“Both teams are satisfied with the result (draw).
Persepolis could have scored more goals but our strik-
ers did not take advantage of their chances. We will
work on our weak points during the break,” Zlatko
Kranjcar said in a post match news conference
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Silk Road Documentation Underway

ran is currently documenting informa-
I tion related to the Silk Road for reg-
istering the ancient trade route pass-
ing through the country on UNESCO’s
World Heritage List.
The Research Center of Iran’s Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Or-
ganization launched a plan in 2008 to
identify ancient sites located along the
Silk Road for registration on the list, an
expert of the center, Razieh Ta’assob, told
the Persian service of IRNA.
“Iran has urged Iraq, Afghanistan, Paki-
stan, India and Turkey, which are also
located on the route, to collaborate in the
registration process, but it has not yet re-
ceived a response,” she said.
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyr-

gyzstan and Turkmenistan have teamed
up on a plan spearheaded by China to
register their portion of the Silk Road on
the list.

Ta’assob said China plans to register
the road on the list without regarding
other countries located on the route,
but UNESCO’s World Heritage Center
rejected the country’s application, be-
cause a large part of the Silk Road passes
through Iran.

“Italy is also one of the countries linked
with the Silk Road. However, no repre-
sentative from the country has partici-
pated in the international sessions held to
discuss its registration,” she said.
According the Encarta, the Silk Road was
the most important trade route linking

China, Central Asia, Persia, West Asia
and Europe.

A 19th-century German scholar named
the network of trails the Silk Road for the
precious Chinese cloth that was original-
ly the most valuable and abundant com-
modity transported on it.

Although historians traditionally date the
origin of the Silk Road to 2nd century BC,
a trickle of goods--mainly jades, bronzes
and silks--were conveyed across it as ear-
ly as 1000 BC.

Commerce persisted on the Silk Road
until ocean-borne trade surpassed and
superseded trade on the land route in the
late 15th and early 16th centuries AD.

Experts
Examine
Mannai
Bricks

Glazed bricks unearthed from the
ancient mound of Qalaichi in north-

western Iran were studied on Dec. 22
during the monthly meeting of the
National Museum of Iran in Tehran.

Hekmatollah Molla-Salehi, Moham-
mad Lamei, Mahnaz Abdollahkhan,
Faranak Bahrololoumi and Kamyar

Abdi were among experts that deliv-
ered lectures during the meeting.
Located 12 kilometers northeast of
the city of Bukan in West Azarbai-
jan province, the site was excavated
for the first time in 1982, Mehr News
Agency reported.

Excavations carried out at Qalaichi
led to the discovery of bricks in 2006.
Archeologists believe the platforms
unearthed during the excavations
were used as altars for sacrifices and
religious rites during the Mannai era
(early 1st millennium BC).

Bones of sheep and goats as well as
small canals have been found near the
platforms built of bricks that used az-
ure, white and yellow glazes.

A number of bricks confiscated from
smugglers and those discovered by
archeologists were displayed in an ex-
hibition on the sidelines of the meet-
ing.

Mannai was an ancient country in
northwestern Iran, south of Lake
Orumieh. It was surrounded by three
major powers, namely Assyria, Urartu
and Media.

With the intrusion of the Scythi-
ans and the rise of the Medes in 7th
century BC, the Manneans lost their
identity and were subsumed under
the term Medes. Place names and per-
sonal names in Mannai are thought to
be in a dialect related to the Hurrian
language of the Hittite empire.

The Manneans worshiped Haldi, the
god of the ancient kingdom of Urar-
tu.

Daqyanous a Vital
Seljuk City

Recent excavations at the historical site of
Dagyanous (Decius) near Jiroft in Kerman
province show it was a heavily populated
and important city.

Hamideh Choubak, the head of the excava-
tion team, presented a report about the re-
sult. “Archeological excavation reveals that
the city was a large population center with
more than a hundred passages and squares,”
she said. Decius dates back to the Seljuk dy-
nasty and is one of Iran’s largest cities dur-
ing the Islamic era, CHTN reported.
According to Choubak, main routes of the
city paved with flagstones and flanked by
public buildings have been discovered.

The excavations reveal the city had more
than 100 quarters and 100 squares, which
show how vast and economically, politi-
cally, socially and culturally important it
was during the Seljuk era.

Choubak noted that there is no scientific
basis for naming the site Daqyanous, as peo-
ple used the name because of its unknown
historicity. About 400 square meters of an
area that appear to be that of a mosque have
been unearthed during previous phases of
excavation. The city covers 12 square kil-
ometers, 2,000 square meters of which have
been studied previously by archeologists.
Experts believe 100 years will be required
to completely excavate the site.

Daqyanous was one of Iran’s trading and
economic poles, having connections with
eastern countries.

Marco Polo, the world famous Venetian
traveler, also refers to Decius in his trav-
elogue as a large and glorious city.

Cyrus Cylinder
Message Registered

The message of Cyrus Cylinder will be
registered as spiritual heritage on the
National Heritage List, concurrent with
the second presidential tour to Fars
province on Tuesday.

An official with Iran’s Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization,
Massoud Alavian-Sadr, described the
relic as a source of honor and pride for
Iranians.

“Cyrus Cylinder has been called the
world’s first declaration of human
rights,” he said.

Alavian-Sadr compared the content of
Cyrus Cylinder with other tablets writ-
ten at that time, CHTN reported.
“Other tablets covered negative and in-
human concepts such as wars, looting
and murder, while Cyrus Cylinder in-
vites all nations to respect human rights
and struggle for fairness and equality,”
he said. The clay Cyrus Cylinder is in-
scribed in Babylonian cuneiform with
an account by Cyrus II, king of Persia
(559-530 BC). It was created after the
Persian conquest of Babylon in 539 BC,
when Cyrus overthrew the Babylonian
king Nabonidus and replaced him as rul-
er, ending the neo-Babylonian Empire.
The text of the cylinder denounces
Nabonidus as impious and portrays the
victorious Cyrus as pleasing to the chief
Babylonian god Marduk. It goes on to
describe how Cyrus improved the lives
of the citizens of Babylonia, repatriated
displaced peoples and restored temples
and sanctuaries. Cyrus Cylinder will be
displayed in Iran’s National Museum for
four months from January 16, 2010.

Experts Examine
Burnt City Eyeball

An official said special measures will be
taken to preserve the Burnt City artificial
eyeball.

Director of archeological research center
in Burnt City, Mansour Sajjadi, added that
this artificial eyeball is made of natural tar
mixed with animal fat.

The eyeball found in grave number 6705 of
Burnt City’s cemetery is a spherical object
placed inside the left eye socket of a 28-32-
year-old woman, CHTN reported.

“Initial anthropological studies on the skull
revealed an abscess under the eyebrow and
inside the left eye socket of this woman,”
he said. Even the most delicate eye capillar-
ies were drawn on this eyeball using golden
wires with a thickness of less than half a
millimeter. The pupil of the eye is placed
at the center of the eyeball and there are
parallel lines around the pupil shaped like
a diamond. Sajjadi stressed that the archeo-
logical research center has decided to pre-
serve it. Very small spots of white color can
be seen on the eye. It is a high possibility
that the whole sclera was covered by this
white color that faded gradually.

“Two holes were also created on the sides
of this eyeball to hold it in the eye and it
seem that the leather bag found inside a
straw basket in the grave must have been a
kind of eye glass holder which was used for
holding the artificial eyeball, for example,
while sleeping,” he said.
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Tehran Vocal Music to compete in
China’s World Choir Games

The Tehran Vocal Ensemble will be competing at
the 6th World Choir Games 2010 in China by per-
forming a selection of Iranian folk pieces.

“We are rehearsing folk music from Gilan, Ko-
rdestan and Fars provinces as well as the some
chamber choir pieces for competing at the event,”
the ensemble’s conductor Milad Omranlu told the
Mehr News Agency.

He went on to say that the ensemble faces some
financial shortfalls for their sojourn in China, but
Iran’s Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance
has promised support that is yet to be negotiated.

The ensemble won a Golden Diploma in Italy’s
8th International Choir Competition and Festival

of Jazz, Gospel, Pop, Secular and Sacred Music.

It also won a golden medal in the Mixed Choir
Category of the 11th International Folksong Choir
Festival and two medals at the 2nd Asian Choir
Games that took place in South Korea earlier this
year.

Billed as the world’s biggest choir competition, the
World Choir Games will be held from July 15 to
26 in Shanghai, China.

Photo: The Tehran Vocal Ensemble performs dur-
ing a rehearsal conducted by Milad Omranlu at
Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on June 30, 2009. (Mehr/
Ra’uf Mohseni)

Dastan to perform in
Europe during Noruz

The Dastan ensemble by vocalist
Salar Aqili will be giving perform-
ances during Noruz in Austria and
Germany.

The band is scheduled to play their
latest pieces, a selection from their
album “In the Name of Rose”, musi-
cian member Saeid Farajpuri said.
The performances will take place
on March 27 and 28 in Austria and
Germany, after which the band will
perform in Sweden, the Netherlands
and Belgium.

“Dance of Fire”, “The Morning” and
“Melody of Prologue” are among the
pieces to be performed, he added.
Pejman Haddadi, Behnam Samani,
Hossein Behruznia, and Hamid
Motabassem are the other members
of the ensemble.

Iran plans to
publish books
by writers
from ECO
countries
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Iran plans to publish the best
selected books by writers
from ECO member countries,
announced ECO Cultural In-
stitute (ECI) director Hojjatol-
lah Ayyubi.

We intend to publish top
books by authors from the re-
gion around Iran, said Ayyubi
adding that the institute has
also come to an agreement
with Tehran’s Amir-Kabir
Publications.

ECI has established two book-
shops in the cities of Khujand
and Kulob in Tajikistan, he
noted.

“We are also planning to send
books to the Persian-speaking
countries of Tajikistan and
Afghanistan,” he remarked.

“Iran’s SAMT Publications has
released a series of books to
these countries over the past
few years. There were also ses-
sions with the Majlis Library
director and we have reached
agreements to release other
books to these countries.

“Persian-speaking countries
are not highly developed in
the area of publishing books
and are very interested in
gaining access to the large
number of books published in
Iran,” he stated.

This is a great opportunity and
we believe releasing books is
a significant cultural activity
that returns a national benefit,
he said.

Mir-Hossein Mousavi
dismissed from

Iranian Academy of Arts

Painter and architect Mir-Hossein Mousavi was fired as director from
the Iranian Academy of Arts (IAA) and poet Ali Mo’allem Damghani
was selected for the position on Tuesday night.

Mo’allem Damghani, 58, is famous for his poems composed on the Is-
lamic Revolution and 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, known as the Sacred
Defense in Iran.

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, after traveling to Fars Province on
Tuesday morning, came back that evening to head the meeting of the
Supreme Cultural Revolution Council that made the decision. Howev-
er, he returned to resume his visit to the province, the Persian service of
IRNA reported on Tuesday.

Actor Jahangir Almasi, Ahmadinejad’s advisor on veterans affairs and
Sacred Defense author Mojtaba Rahmandust, and Ahmadinejad’s media
advisor Mehdi Kalhor were selected as new members of the IAA.

Ahmadinejad’s major rival in the 12 June presidential election, Mousavi
had helmed the IAA from 1998 when the academy was established by
the Supreme Cultural Revolution Council headed by former president
Seyyed Mohammad Khatami.

In early November, the Iranian government modified the article 8 of
the IAA charter to empower the president to personally appoint the
IAA director.

According to the former article, the director was selected by the TAA
General Assembly from among three nominees.

A number of TAA members raised strong objections to the government’s
decision, threatening to resign if a director is imposed upon the acad-
emy.

Similar modifications have been made in the charters of the Iranian
Academy of Sciences, the Iranian Academy of Medical Sciences and the
Iranian Academy of Persian Language and Literature.

Book on S. Korean cinema’s new
wave ready for publication

Iranian film critic and playwright Chista Yasrebi has penned a research
treatise on South Korean cinema’s new wave.

Entitled “The Little Boy in Search of Yellow Color”, the book contains
three years of research by Yasrebi on Korean cinema that looks at the
career path of the South Korean actor Joo Jin Mo.

The book reviews the Korean films’ box office success within the coun-
try as well as worldwide and the films’ structure and theme.

She watched 70 films from Korean New Wave cinema, which included
examining their aesthetic elements, Yasrebi told the Persian service of
ISNA. “My motivation was finding the reason why good Iranian film
scripts are not successful box office draws,” she told the Persian Service
of ISNA.

The 480-page illustrated book will be released by Namira Publications
and will be available in Iranian bookstores in the near future.
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Samadi to Shoot
‘Desire to Fly’' in US

Iranian filmmaker Yadollah Samadi, direc-
tor of ‘Desire to Fly’ TV series, plans to shoot
part of the series in the United States.

‘Desire to Fly’ tells the life story of pilot
Babaei, who was martyred at the age of 37
in an operation in the Iran-Iraq war, Mehr
News Agency wrote.

“Babaei was completing his course in the
United States where he was living with a
roommate for several months. His final li-
cense was not approved by his senior since
his roommate had reported Babaei was

having mental problem. According to his
roommate, Babaei talked loudly to himself
or used to do some unusual actions of get-
ting up and standing in specific times of the
day. (He was actually praying).

“Once his senior noticed Babaei was pray-
ing and asked him about that and he replied
this is a kind of worshiping like what you
do at church. This was interesting for his
senior and then approved his license,” Sa-
madi told Mehr News Agency.

“We are planning to shoot theses scenes in
the Untied States. Of course we are facing
shortage of budget. The budget allocated by
the Martyrs Foundation was spent on the
decoration of the stage in Iran and we are
intending to attract more financial supports
to continue the project.

“We also negotiated with a foreign Com-
pany in the United States but did not come
to an agreement because of high amount
of money it required. We are forced to
shoot parts of these senesce in Spain, but
that would not be exactly what we have in
mind.”

Abbas Babaei was born in 1950 in Qaz-
vin. He finished his studies in Qazvin and
graduated from Iran’s Pilot Training Col-
lege. He was then transferred to the United
States to accomplish further studies. He was
an active participant in the war and was
martyred on August 6, 1987.

Iran’s best actor in previous edition of Fajr
Film Festival Shahab Hosseini is playing the
role of Babaei. Elham Hamidi, Setareh Es-
kandari, Afsaneh Baygan, Mina Ja'farzadeh,
Mehran Rajabi, Kourosh Tahami, and the
three children of the martyr, Salma, Hos-
sein, and Mohammad, are among the cast
members.

Kiarostami’s Film Among
Best Movies of Decade

Fin de siécle movie ‘The Wind Will Carry Us’ by Iranian film-maker Abbas Kiaros-
tami is voted one of the decade’s best movies by the Miami Film Critics’ Circle.
Kiarostami’s socially critical film is the story of an engineer, Behzad, who travels
to a remote Kurdish village with the intent of photographing the last days and
funeral rites of a dying 100-year-old woman. The witty, haunting, poetic film is
about Behzad’s struggle to complete that mission, to capture something of real life
on film without violating its essence.

‘Dogville’ (Lars von Trier, 2004)--a work of sustained cinematic chutzpah and
a testament to the power of the imagination--was ranked the first movie of the
1999--2009 decade by the Miami association. The comic, yet surreal thriller ‘Mul-
holland Dr.” (David Lynch, 2001) stood second and ‘A History of Violence’ (David
Cronenberg, 2005) landed third place.

The title of the 1999 Iranian movie is a reference to a poem of the same name
‘The Wind Will Carry Us’ by famous modern Iranian poetess Forough Farrokhzad
(1936-67).

Iran lifts travel
restrictions on
actress

Motamed-Arya

Iran has removed travel restric-
tions on actress Fatemeh Mo-
tamed-Arya, Tehran Prosecutor
General Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi
said on Tuesday.

However, restrictions still remain
in place on filmmakers Jafar Pan-
ahi and Mojtaba Mirtahmasb, he
added.

“Reports we received about these
persons convinced us to forbid
them to travel abroad,” he stated.

He declined to consider any po-
litical reason to impose the restric-
tions on the cineastes, but he said
the reports were so cogent that
they had to be taken into consid-
eration by his office.

A Tehran court will decide to con-
tinue or remove the restrictions
on Panahi and Mirtahmasb, Jafari
Dowlatabadi he said.
Motamed-Arya, Mirtahmasb and
director Jafar Panahi have been
prevented from traveling abroad
by restrictions on travel imposed
following the unrest that occurred
after the June 12 presidential elec-
tion.

S. Korea’s CJ Picture Book
Festival honors Iranian
illustrator

Iranian illustrator Narges Mohammadi has won one
of the five prizes at the 2nd CJ Picture Book Festival
in South Korea.

Mohammadi received the prize for her works pub-
lished in the children’s book “Deer Hunter”.
Sung-Hee Kim and Won-Hee Jo from South Korea,
Matze Doebele from Germany, and Mayumi Otero
from France were other winners.

Iranian illustrators Rashin Kheirieh, Parisa Mahmudi,
Alireza Golduzian, Hassan Ammekan and Morteza
Zahedi were among the 50 finalists whose works will
be published in the festival’s catalogue.

The CJ Picture Book Festival is held in the New Pub-
lication Category and the Illustration Category.
Winners’ works have been put on show in an exhibi-
tion, which runs until December 24. The showcase
opened November 23.

The festival is held annually by South Korea’s CJ Cul-
ture Foundation.

Photo: An illustration of Narges Mohammadi’s “Deer
Hunter”, which won a prize at the 2nd CJ Picture
Book Festival in South Korea

The film received the award for Best Foreign Language Film in 2001 from the Chi-
cago Film Critics Association. “The Wind Will Carry Us’ won the Cinemavenire
Award in the Venice International Film Festival, Italy, in 1999. The movie also
captured the FIPRESCI Prize as well as Special Jury Award in the cultural event.

Danish actress
arranging pre-
miere of Iran’s
“Fox Hunting”
in Europe

The Danish-Iranian actress of “Fox
Hunting” Melissa Mehraban is making
preparations for the film’s premiere in
Denmark, Norway and Sweden.

“I think this is a great opportunity for
countries to be introduced to each
other’s art and culture as well as for
the Danish to be introduced to Iranian
filmmakers,” she told the film co-pro-
ducer Sahar, an international Iranian
TV channel available on satellite.

She went on to explain that her mo-
tivation for acting in the film was be-

cause she was very interested in acting
in an Iranian film in Persian and was
also attracted by the challenging role
presented by the character Veronica.

“I did my best to play the part of Ve-
ronica which was a well-rounded
character involving important issues.
I do hope audiences enjoy my acting,”
she added.

The film narrates the adventures of
two scholarly brothers Ali and Sohrab
who travel to Yerevan to take part in
an academic conference during which
Sohrab gets acquainted with Veronica
and this event affects their family life.
The film is co-production of Sahar TV
and Mohsen Jahed which is shot in Te-
hran, Armenia and Isfahan.

Danial Hakimi, Dada Petrosian, Farhad
Qaemian, Sam Derakhshani, Simon
Baghdasarian and Arman Petrosian
are among the cast of the film.

Don’t Miss us at

www.persianweekly.co.uk
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IOM International Organization for Migration

London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Arlillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Street, Glasgow G1 3DX Tel. 0141 548 81186
Wales & South-West: 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 SHX Tel. 0117 907 4777
North-West: Regus Reception, 5th Floor, Horton House, Exchange Flags, Liverpool L2 3PF, Tel 0151 244 5641
Piccadilly House, 49 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2AP Tel. 0161 212 1463
North-East: Citibase, Aspect Court, 47 Park Square East, Leeds LS1 2ML Tel. 0113 346 6010
Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Norfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham BS 4LJ Tel. 0121 633 5074

www.iomuk.org

IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
We will help you to return home only it you wish to do so.
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Tehran, Hanoi to
boost trade ties

The Trade Promotion Organization of Iran director stated
that 7 MOUs and accords were signed between Iran and
Vietnam during the Iranian commerce minister’s visit to
that country.

Babak Afgahi told Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting
that during the two-day visit the development of economic
and trade relations, fishery cooperation, private sector co-
operation and investments, omission of double taxation,
customs cooperation and an agreement between the two
countries oil companies were agreed upon.

Afqahi said the two sides also agreed to increase their trade
next year to $300 million.

Last year’s trade was $130 million.

The Iranian commerce minister accompanied by a trade
delegation visited Vietnam last week to take part in the
sixth joint economic and trade committee meeting be-
tween the two countries.

Meanwhile, in a meeting between the Vietnamese Minister
of Agriculture and Rural Development Cao Duc Phat and
the former Iranian Minister of Commerce Masoud Mirka-
zemi held in Tehran in December 2007, the two ministers
agreed to expand their countries’ cooperation in trade, in-
vestment, culture, sports and tourism.

Bilateral trade between Iran and Vietnam reached $100
million in 2005 and $77 million in 2006, declining due to a
reduction of rice exports from Vietnam.

Vietnamese oil company Petrovietnam won a contract to
explore oil in the Danan block in western Iran, committing
to at least $115 million in investment in a contract with the
National Iranian Oil Company in March 2008.

According to the website of Vietnam’s Embassy in Tehran,
Iran suggested in February 2008 that the two countries
should enhance cooperation in agriculture and fishing in-
dustries.

During an April 2009 meeting with Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Manouchehr Mottaki, Deputy Foreign Minister Doan
Xuan Hung called for the expansion of economic coopera-
tion between Hanoi and Tehran, especially in the field of
gas and oil.

In May 2009, the Iranian Export Development Bank and
Vietnamese Vietin Bank signed a letter of understanding,
promoting commercial ties between Vietnam and Iran.
In June 2009, the Iranian Wagon Pars Company agreed
to produce 200 passenger railway cars for the Vietnamese
Railroad Company.

In September 2009, Tehran and Hanoi established the
Iran-Vietnam Friendship Association to enhance bilateral
ties between the two countries.

The Vietnamese Deputy Chairman of the association said
that “cooperation between the two countries in different
fields, including agriculture, oil and gas, has been bol-
stered.

In the same month, an Iranian delegation traveled to Vi-
etnam where the Iran Central Cooperative Chamber and
the Vietnam Cooperatives Union signed a memorandum of
understanding on boosting cooperative ties.

During a November 2009 visit to Hanoi by an Iranian del-
egation, Iran and Vietnam agreed to set up trade council
offices in both capital cities to boost economic cooperation

Iranian protests spark

fresh clash

es in Tehran

Further clashes have taken place in the
Iranian capital Tehran, following anti-
government protests in which at least

four people died.

According to BBC news, Reports say police fired tear
gas to disperse crowds of demonstrators in various parts
of the city overnight.

evision and radio.

They said police were firing tear gas in an attempt to
disperse them.

Moderate cleric Mehdi Karoubi, who came fourth in
last June's election, criticised Iran's rulers for Sunday's
violence, an opposition website reported.

"What has happened to this religious system that it or-
ders the killing of innocent people during the holy day

Sunday’s clashes, the worst violence since last June’s
contested presidential elections, have been condemned
by the US and France.

Among those killed was the nephew of opposition lead-
er Mir Hossein Mousavi.
AccordingtoMrMousavi’swebsite,Seyed AliMousaviwas
shotin the back assecurity forces fired on demonstrators.

But police strongly denied being responsible for any of
the deaths.

They said one person had fallen from a bridge, two had
been killed in road accidents and that one person had
been shot, but not by police.

Officials said the shooting was under investigation.

Media ban

About 300 people were arrested after Sunday’s protests,
police said.

Those detained include members of the banned opposi-
tion group Mujahideen Khalq Organisation (MKO) - or
the People’s Mujahideen - Iranian state-owned channel
Press TV reported.

The report quoted a source within the Iranian intel-
ligence ministry.

Tehran’s police chief, Azizollah Rajabzadeh, was among
dozens of security force members injured in Sunday’s
clashes, officials said.

Opposition supporters took to the streets on Sunday as
the Shia Muslim festival of Ashura reached its climax.
Foreign media is barred from Iran and reports cannot
be verified, however witnesses said that some protest-
ers attacked police.

Police responded by firing directly into the crowds, op-
position sources say, although this is denied by Iranian
authorities.

Clashes continued throughout the day. In the early
hours of Monday, opposition sources said a large crowd
had also gathered near the offices of the state-run tel-

of Ashura?" the Jaras website reported him as saying.

"Why is such a holy day not respected by the rulers?"
Foreign concern

The White House condemned the "unjust suppression”
of protests.

"Hope and history are on the side of those who peace-
fully seek their universal rights, and so is the United
States," White House National Security Council spokes-
man Mike Hammer said.

A spokesman for the French foreign ministry, Bernard
Bolero, also condemned the violence.

"These people in the streets are just claiming more free-
dom, more democracy," he told the BBC. "The repres-
sion of the police forces is not acceptable."

Iranian security forces have been on alert since influen-
tial dissident cleric Grand Ayatollah Hoseyn Ali Mon-
tazeri died a week ago aged 87.
His funeral attracted tens of thousands of pro-reform
supporters, many of whom shouted anti-government
slogans.
BBC Tehran correspondent Jon Leyne says the oppo-
sition - denied the right to protest - chose the highly
significant festival of Ashura when millions of Iranians
traditionally take to the streets for ceremonies and pa-
rades.
Anger at last June's elections, won by incumbent Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad - sparked mass protests in
Tehran and other cities that led to thousands of arrests
and some deaths.
Mr Mousavi and other opposition leaders have said the
poll was rigged.

Source: BBC
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Sister of Nobel laureate
‘arrested in Iran’

Ms Ebadi said her sister Nooshin, a
medical professor, was arrested at
home on Monday evening, and taken
to prison.

She said her sister was only detained to
prevent her own human rights work.
Several journalists are also being held,
according to opposition sources.
Earlier, Tehran rejected international
calls for it to halt the crackdown.

On Monday, UK Foreign Secretary
David Miliband hailed the “great cour-
age” of the protesters and said it had
been “particularly disturbing to hear
accounts of the lack of restraint by the
security forces” on Ashura, one of the
holiest days in the Shia calendar.

‘Punch on the mouth’

In response, Iranian Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki said: “Britain
will receive a punch on the mouth if it
does not stop the nonsense.”

The British ambassador has been sum-
moned by officials to explain his coun-
try’s “meddling” remarks, state media
have reported.

The Revolutionary Guards, a power-
ful force tasked with defending the
country’s Islamic system, meanwhile
accused foreign media of joining hands
with the opposition and staging a “psy-
chological war”.

“Trying to overthrow the system will

reach nowhere,” the Isna news agency
reported the Guards as saying. “De-
signers of the unrest will soon pay the
cost of their insolence.”

Iran’s government says the violent op-
position protests across the country on
Sunday, in which at least eight people
were killed, were inspired and aided
by the West.

MPs have demanded “maximum pun-
ishment” for those involved.

‘Blank warrant’

In a statement posted on the opposi-
tion website, Rahesabz, Ms Ebadi said
her sister had been arrested at 2100
(1630 GMT) on Monday at her home
in Tehran by four intelligence agents
and sent to prison.

"I am not aware of the place of her de-
tention or the reason for her arrest,"

Ms Ebadi said.

"Over the last two months my sister
has been summoned by the ministry
of intelligence several times and asked
to convince me to give up my human
rights activities. She was also told to
move from her house, which is near
my flat and they threatened to arrest
her."

"My sister has not been involved in
any social, human rights and political
activities," she added.

Three journalists and a women's rights
campaigner have also been detained,
along with several senior opposition
figures, according to opposition sourc-
es.

The prominent journalist, Mashallah
Shamsolvaezin, was arrested at his
home on Tuesday morning, according
to the Rahesabz website.

"Six young men in plainclothes entered
his house with a blank warrant, he re-
sisted and asked for one with a name,"
it reported.

"But an hour later, four older men
showed up and threatened to take him
forcibly if he did not go with them

Source: BBC

Dubai TV Reporter Missing

A Syrian reporter working for Dubai TV in Iran has reportedly gone missing dur-
ing anti-government protests in Tehran, a colleague said.

Reza Al-Basha, 27, last contacted his family around 11 a.m. local time (0730 GMT)
on Sunday, saying that he was stuck downtown, AFP quoted a colleague, who
spoke on condition of anonymity, as saying.

“His two mobile lines have been off since then. We contacted the Foreign Press
Bureau. The last thing they told us is that he is not among the dead and injured so
he has most likely been arrested,” the colleague added.

Basha is a resident journalist in Iran and has been working for Dubai TV for a

year.

Anti-government protesters clashed with police forces on Sunday, as they took
advantage of the Shiite holy day of Ashura, which is the martyrdom anniversary
of the grandson of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Imam Hussein (AS), to mount
fresh protests. At least five people died and over 300 were arrested, the police an-

nounced.

Barack Obama also
urged thegovernment
to release detained
opposition figures.

Continued from Page 1

Those detained on Monday include senior
aides to Mr Mousavi, and a former foreign
minister.

State media said forensic tests were being
carried out on the body of Mr Mousavi’s
nephew and others killed on Sunday, pre-
venting the rapid burials that are usual un-
der Islamic tradition.

The bodies had been “retained in order to
complete forensic and police examinations
and find more leads on this suspicious inci-
dent”, the Irna news agency reported.

Members of the Mousavi family earlier said
Seyed Ali’s body had been taken without
their permission from the hospital where it
was being held.

Opposition sources said the body had been
taken by government agents in order to pre-
vent his funeral becoming a rallying point
for more protests.

According to Mr Mousavi’s website, Seyed
Ali Mousavi was shot in the back on Sunday
as security forces fired on demonstrators in
Tehran.

Intermittent protests in Iran following Pres-
ident Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s controver-
sial re-election in June have represented the
biggest challenge to the government since
the 1979 Islamic revolution.
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Obama condemns Iran’s
‘unjust suppression’

US President Barack Obama
has condemned the Irani-
an government's attempts
to quell recent protests, in

which eight people have
been killed.

He said the "iron fist of brutality" had been
used to silence protesters, calling the actions
of officials an "unjust suppression".

Barack Obama also urged the government to
release detained opposition figures.

Sunday's protests were the most violent for
months. The opposition leader Mir Hossein
Mousavi's nephew was killed.

Officials deny opposition claims that police
shot Seyed Ali Mousavi or were responsible
for the deaths of other protesters killed on
Sunday.

'Unjustly detained'

Speaking from Hawaii, Mr Obama said: "The
United States joins with the international
community in strongly condemning the vio-
lent and unjust suppression of innocent Ira-
nian citizens.

"The United States stands with those who
seek their universal rights," he said, adding
that his government wanted to see all those
"unjustly detained" freed immediately.

Continued on Page 3

Tehran Vocal Music
to compete in China’s
World Choir Games

The Tehran Vocal Ensemble will be
competing at the 6th World Choir
Games 2010 in China by performing
a selection of Iranian folk pieces.
“We are rehearsing folk music from
Gilan, Kordestan and Fars provinces
as well ... > Page 6

Silk Road Documenta-
tion Underway

ran is currently documenting infor-
mation related to the Silk Road for
registering the ancient trade route
passing through the country on
UNESCO’s > Page 7

Daei Takes Persepolis
Helm

Tehran’s popular club Persepolis ap-
pointed Ali Daei as head coach. The
club fired Croat Zlatko Krancjar.
Persepolis currently stands in the
third spot of the Iranian Premier
League (IPL), already ten points be-
hind league leader Sepahan of Isfa-
han. > Page 8

Dastan to perform in
Europe during Noruz

The Dastan ensemble by vocalist
Salar Aqili will be giving perform-
ances during Noruz in Austria and
Germany.

The band is scheduled to play their
latest pieces, a selection from their
album “In the Name of Rose”,
> Page 6
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