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Had an accident? NOT YOUR FAULT?
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab m Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car 2 JUSTICE
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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jravandi@btconnect.com

Dubai:
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London WIN 1AA
Telephone: +44 20 8202 1836
Mobile: +44 790 333 T498
Email: shahin nejadi@ hotmail.com
Appointments only.
(Evening & weekends available)
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REPs (registered exercise professionals)
The Quaker Meeting House

78 Eden Street
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24/7 Mini Cab Service &
Airport Transport

PARK ROYAL CARS
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( PCO registerd driver required )

020 8998 1818 -

www.parkroyalcars.co.uk

Ealing to Heathrow £18
Kensington to Heathrow £22

020 8998 9898 Central London to Heathrow £28
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Esteghlal out of ACL

MANAF

P

Iran’s Esteghlal football team failed to advance to the Asian Champions League (ACL) next round after a home tie against
Al-Ittihad at the Azadi Stadium.

Esteghlal held to a 1-1 draw against the two-time Asian champions Al-Ittihad in Group C of ACL.

Hicham Aboucherouane gave the visitors a lead in the 80th minute with a long-range shot which was deflected by Es-
teghlal defender Hadi Shakouri.

Ali Alizadeh’s header equalized the match but it was not enough for Esteghlal and the team was eliminated from ACL. The
Iranian representative needed a victory to boost its chance to book a berth in the next stage but failed to beat the power-
house team in front of approximately 20,000 spectators.

Esteghlal lies fourth in the group behind Al-Ittihad which will likely qualify for the next round as the first team. Umm Salal
of Qatar and the UAE’s Al-Jazira are the second and third teams in the group respectively

v \ _ !

Qotbi Can Lead Iran to S. Africa

The former technical director of the German Football Association (DFB) Erich Rutemoeller believes that Afshin Qotbi
can steer Iran to South Africa 2010 World Cup.

“I didn’t know Qotbi very well until recently when we had
few meetings. I have found him competent and profession-
al. I believe his great ambition can boost Iran’s chances for
qualification’, Rutemoeller told IRNA.

“Iran’s football level is very high. We shouldn’t count Iran
out of the race yet. Team Melli can still qualify with three
wins in the remaining matches®, he added.

“I love Iranian football and I hope that Iran will qualify
for the World Cup.“Rutemoeller who has also been linked
with Iran’s U-23 team, continued, “I am going to negoti-
ate with Iranian Football Federation (IFF) regarding my
new role after the end of the coaching instruction lectures.
Nothing has been decided yet."Asked about the reasons of
Ali Daei’s lack of success, he explained, “Daei’s record at
national team was not bad at all. He was sacked by IFF of-
ficials only after a single defeat.“The former FC Cologne

and Hansa Rostock coach, who is currently conducting a
professional license coaching course for Iranian trainers,
became assistant coach to Daei earlier this year. After Daei’s dismissal, Erich Rutemoeller temporarily took over Iran’s
national team leading Iran to a 1-1 draw against Senegal at Tehran’s Azadi stadium.

Elsewhere, head of the IFF Ali Kaffashain said reaching the 2010 World Cup is the main priority for the federation.

Mahram heading for
FIBA Asian Championship

Iran’s Mahram basketball team will travel to Indonesia
on Wednesday noon to take part in the 20th FIBA Asia
Champions Cup. Mahram will make their maiden appear-
ance in this prestigious annual tournament held in Jakarta,
Indonesia, from May 12 to 20, replacing Saba Battery (now
Saba Mehr) as the representative of Iran. Mahram earned
the right to play in Jakarta after winning the West Asian
Basketball Association (WABA) qualifiers in Amman in
March.

Mahram has been drawn in Group A along with fellow
WABA rivals and Lebanese giants Al Riyadi Beirut.
Groupings: Group A: Mahram (IRI), Al Riyadi Beirut
(LBN), Sangmoo (KOR), Smart Gilas (PHI), Al Qadsia
(KUW). Group B: Al Arabi (QAT), Al Wasl (UAE), Zain
(JOR), Young Cagers (IND), Satria Muda (INA).

Iran’s Saba Mehr won the two previous editions of the
championship

Handball Team Rivals in
World Event

Iran handball team has been drawn with France in the
2009 Men’s Junior World Championship.

The event will take place in Egypt from 6 to 19 August
2009. Iran is in Group B along with France, Spain, Tunisia,
Brazil and Norway, Mehr News Agency wrote.

Other groups are as follows:

Group A: Egypt, Germany, Kuwait, Argentina, Qatar, Ice-
land

Group C: Sweden, Estonia, Slovenia, the Netherlands,
Libya, Greenland

Group D: Denmark, Portugal, Czech Republic, Algeria,
Belarus, Morocco

Tehran Hosting Asian
Sports Ministers

The 2nd Asian Sports Ministers Meeting opened in Tehran
on May S.According to Fars News Agency, 28 countries
have voiced their willingness to participate in the meeting,
which is being held at Esteglal International Hotel.
Representatives from Japan, Syria, China, Bangladesh,
UAE, Kuwait, Cambodia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Saudi Ara-
bia, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Qatar, South Korea, Taiwan,
India, Brunei, Lebanon, Tajikistan, Philippines, Singapore,
Nepal, Jordan, Oman, Cyprus, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka are participating in the three-day event.

The first edition of the meeting was held in Japan in 2007.

Iran’s freestyle wrestling team lifts

Asian Championship trophy

PATTAYA, Thailand - Iran claimed the title of the 2009
Asian Senior Freestyle Wrestling Championship on
Wednesday. The heavyweight team bagged five gold med-
als and two bronze in the event which was held from May
2 to 7 in Pattaya, Thailand. Iran was crowned as the Asian
champion for the 19th times. Mehdi Taghavi in 66kg class,
Sadegh Gudarzi in 74kg, Ehsan Lashgari in 84kg, Saeid
Ebrahimi in 96kg and Fardin Masumi in 120kg claimed
gold, while Hossein Rahimi and Masoud Esmaeilpour in
55kg and 60 kg seized the bronze. Iran claimed the title of
the 2009 Asian Greco-Roman Championship prior to this
on Sunday. Iran won four gold medals and one bronze in
that event




EQ oy ) Aol asan

WAY olo woinggs 3l YA dzen

T8 o lous — £9 Jw

Swine Flu and Iranian Boars

By Sadeq Dehqan

After the swine flu spread across the world, the poor pig has hogged the
international media limelight.

Global warnings about this disease have not created anxiety among Irani-
ans, as they have banished it from their cuisine for religious reasons and its
wild kith is scattered in the country.

Mazandaran province has the highest population of wild boars in the coun-
try. However, environmental authorities have not presented any official
guidelines for warning rural residents about the spread of swine flu. This is
while wild boars roam the rural areas around forests in the province.
Global warnings about this disease have not created anxiety among Irani-
ans, as they have banished it from their cuisine for religious reasons.
Pandemic Threat

Recently, World Health Organization (WHO) raised the official global alert
level to Phase five, the second highest alert of a flu pandemic. Phase five,
one step short of a full pandemic, is defined by WHO as a strong signal
that a pandemic is imminent and that the time to finalize planned mitiga-
tion measures is short. Phase six declares a global pandemic or sustained
community-level illness on more than one continent.

WHO also announced that efforts for producing a vaccine should not stop.
The epidemic first started in Mexico and the latest facts and figures suggest
that so far 22 people who contracted the flu in the country have died.
Official statistics compiled by WHO reveal 898 people in 20 countries have
contracted the HIN1 virus. Laboratory studies on swine flu show that since
the epidemic pertains to the transfer of virus from animal to man, it is very
dangerous. The symptoms of the swine flu are fever, reduction of appetite,
coughs, sneezing, clogged nasal passages and inflammation of the throat.
The human body has no immune system against the flu.

Habitat

Deputy head of Amol’s Department of Environment (DoE), Yadollah Ran-
jbar, told Iran Daily, “The habitat of boars is defined by the availability of
water. A boar is largely compatible with its surroundings and only water
shortage can create problems for it.*

A boar is an omnivorous mammal. It is viewed as a valuable species and
ecologists even call it the gardener of nature, as its teeth are effective in cul-
tivating lands and planting seeds.Since boars inflict damage on farmlands
near forests, they are considered harmful and villagers constantly complain
about this.Ranjbar noted that in the laws for hunting, wolf and boars are
viewed as harmful species. “Special people authorized by the Department of
Environment once in a while hunt them in the wake of complaints by rural
residents. In most cases, these people manage to make wolves and boars es-
cape from the territory where they have inflicted losses,” he said.On separat-
ing the habitat of boars from rural areas, he pointed out that farmers set up
barriers for preventing them from entering farmlands. “The DoE is opposed
to fencing the habitats of boars, as it believes they should be able to meet
their needs from the habitat. Of course, since boars are timid and basically
wander at nights, they keep away from human beings,” he said.

On the illegal hunting of wild boars in forests, he said, “Hunting boars and
using its meat is forbidden according to Islamic tenets and the laws of DoE.*
Ranjbar said the DoE permits religious minorities such as Jews and Arme-
nians to hunt boars in a limited manner, but their hunt is not examined in
terms of health considerations.

No Guidelines

“We have no specific guidelines for preventing the spread of swine flu. Of
course, we had guidelines about confronting bird flu when it spread in the
country. Before the threat of bird flu came to the fore, the issue of selling live
birds in Amol was not taken seriously. But then, chicken farms were moni-
tored and the sale of live birds became illegal, he said.

An environmental official of Mazandaran, Kouros Rabiei said that since the
meat of boars is considered unlawful for consumption, they are not hunted
frequently and their population also do not decline.

He said statistics related to the population of boars in Mazandaran are not
precise.

“But, it is estimated that boar population in regions like Miyankaleh is
2,000, he said.

Officials should monitor the boar population for removing any concerns
about swine flu in the country.

@nadisty

Sharjah facing two—year ban

The UAE Football Association have urged Sharjah to reconsider their decision to withdraw from the Asian
Champions League as it would damage the reputation of UAE football on the continental stage.
Sharjah were scheduled to host Iranian side Persepolis on Wednesday night, but after failing to win a single

point from their four Group B games, they declared they had decided to opt out and focus instead on the

Pro League, where they are battling to avoid relegation.
The decision has not gone down well with the UAE FA, who have been working hard to raise the image of
UAE football in Asia, and general secretary Yousuf Abdullah is hoping the club will have a rethink.
“We are really disappointed with this decision,” said Abdullah. “We have written to Sharjah and we are
trying to convince them to reconsider their decision. We understand their position. They have lost all their
games in the Champions League and are facing a tough time on the home front.
“But their decision could really tarnish the image of UAE football. So we hope we can find a solution to
this problem, though at this moment there doesn’t seem to be a way out.
“We were really proud to have four teams taking part in the AFC Champions League, but now we are feel-
ing a bit let down.
If Sharjah refuse to budge, they could face a two-year suspension from Asian football and incur financial
penalties, which include returning “all AFC financial stipends and compensating any damages or losses
suffered by the opposing club, the AFC and its commercial and television partners”
The club will, however, escape any sanctions from the UAE FA as there are no regulations for such of-
fences. “We have reminded Sharjah about their commitment to the AFC and the penalties they face if
they back out,” added Abdullah.
“But we don’t have any clauses in the UAE FA regulations for such situations, so we can’t take any action
against them. Still, I hope they will understand and play for the sake of UAE football.”
Sharjah qualified for the Champions League with a 3-0 win over Indian champions Dempo, but have lost
all their four group games. After the Persepolis match at home, they were due to travel to Qatar for their
final game against Al Gharafa on May 20. In the Pro League, they have three games remaining and the
prospects of playing five games inside 21 days “forced” them to pull out from the Champions League.
The decision was made after several meetings of their board, headed by chairman Sheikh Ahmed Al Thani
and a statement released on the club website said: “Given our current situation, we have decided to pull
out of the AFC Champions League and give our players and staff an opportunity to focus on the Pro
League. “We are now threatened by relegation to the second division and continuing in the Champions
League would have added to the players’ fatigue and suffering.
“So we have been forced to take this difficult decision, conscious of the need to lift the burden on the play-
ers, which would have resulted from the stress and pressure of these games.
“We hope that the Asian Football Confederation will understand our situation especially as we do not
have any hope left to advance from our group”
Sharjah have just one win in their last nine Pro League games and are third from the bottom with 18
points, three more than Al Shaab and four ahead of Al Khaleej. In their remaining three games, they will
be hosting Khaleej and then travelling to Shaab and Dhafra.
Abdul Wahab Abdul Qader, who took over as coach following the sacking of Toni Oliveira last week, has
backed the decision of the club to opt out of the Champions League.
“Opting out is better than losing two more games,” said the Iraqi. “It would have further demoralized the
players at this difficult stage, when we are struggling to survive in the top flight.
“Now we have plenty of time to prepare for the three remaining games and try to correct the mistakes and
eliminate the negatives.”

(Source: National)
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HISTORY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF

BROADCASTING IN IRAN

(Part 21)

Written by: Dr. Bijan Kimiachi
bijankimiachi@hotmail.com

THE ADVENT AND
DEVELOPMENT OF RADIO IN IRAN

As mentioned, there are several short-wave and medi-
um-wave transmitters in various parts of country which
broadcast for foreign residents. Some external broad-
casts are transmitted by way of provincial transmitters.
For example, the Urdu programs are received in Paki-
stan, Afghanistan an India from a 100-kilowatt transmit-
ter at Zahedan, a southwestern city in Iran. The Urdu
program has a large audience and over 10,000 letters are
received monthly. Most of the programs broadcast to
foreign countries are devoted to answering letters’ ques-
tions and providing entertainment.

The Arabic language programs are intended for the
countries south of Persian Gulf. A thirty-minute pro-
gram is broadcast from Tehran on short-wave. In addi-
tion, there are a four-and- half hours program from the
Ahvaz transmitter, and one hour from Kermanshah.

Azary and Turkish programs are broadcast from the
Tabriz and Rezayeh transmitters which are located in
northwest Iran.

Similarly, the programs in Kurdish are broadcast from
Kermanshah, Sanandaj, Rezaiyeh and Mahabad trans-
mitters. The programs in Kurdish consist of three
separate dialects: Surani, Urami and Northern Kurdish.
Surani and Northern Kurdish are literary languages,
while Urami is a vernacular. Radio Kermanshah broad-
casts in Surani two hours daily. Radio Rezaiyeh broad-
casts in Northern Kurdish one and half hours daily. The
programs consist of news. Musig, literary features, mail-
bags, youth features and special programs in Northern
Kurdish called “Thought and Knowledge” which dis-

cusses agricultural and religion.

There are also programs in Assyrian which are broad-
cast from Tehran for half hour daily and programs in
Turcoman which are broadcast from Radio Gorgan.
By broadcasting in Farsi as well as the region’s special
dialects the regional dialects are preserved and the Farsi
language is promoted as well

To be countinued

Sistan’s Achaemenid City

Dahane Gholaman in the desert of Sistan is the only city belonging to the Achaemenid era, but it has not received the atten-
tion of officials despite its significant status in Iranian
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history.

Sistan-Baluchestan province is of paramount impor-
tance to archeologists. Tens of important historical sites
such as Burnt City, Khajeh Mount and Dahane Ghola-
man, which is the only ancient city in the region, indi-
cate the civilizational roots of the region, Mehr News
Agency reported.

Dahane Gholaman is situated two kilometers from
Qaleh Nou Village and extends for about four to five
kilometers long.

Research

An Italian archeological group for the first time con-
ducted research in this area in 1966. After unearthing
remnants of the city, the group reached the conclusion
that it belongs to the Achaemenid period.

The city has various sections, including industrial, resi-
dential, public and religious as well as a special section
for the ruler’s residence.

Archeologists have so far carried out seven phases of
excavations in the city and identified various buildings,
the architectural style and precincts of the city.

Experts maintain that Dahane Gholaman is the only
ancient city whose buildings were built on the basis of
drawings and the entire city was designed in a compre-
hensive project with special targets. One can dare say
this city is the only urban area of the Achaemenid era
where people’s houses are adjacent to government and
religious buildings. The city is symbolic of the era’s ar-
chitectural style and the impact of climatic conditions
in urban structure.
The city had a lifetime of 150 to 200 years in the sixth
and fifth centuries BC. The main name of the city has
notyetbeen clarified, but research conducted by experts
show Dahane Gholaman was for a short period the po-
litical, administrative and social hub of the region.

Findings

Since no significant objects have been discovered in ar-
cheological diggings in the area, it can be deduced that
people evacuated the city in a disciplined manner and
no external parameter was involved.

The largest wall painting of Achaemenid era, which is a
unique masterpiece, was discovered on one of the walls

remaining in this ancient city. The painting depicts a
horse rider hunting a boar.

A local tourism official, Reza Ganjali, said that in the last two phases of excavations, archeologists discovered three more
buildings.

“Domestic and foreign tourists believe Sistan is a treasure-house for archeologists and many historical sites have been un-
earthed in the important region,” he said.

Stone Age Graves Discovered

Iranian archeologists have discovered caves, shelters, stone tools and three graves belonging to the Stone Age in eastern
Iran.

The archeologists discovered the 8,000-year-old site and tools across Samireh Dam in Iran’s eastern provinces of Lorestan
and Ilam, Presstv reported.

The graves revealed that the dead were placed in a fetal position.

“Archeological studies at Samireh Dam help determine the process of Neolithic and human transition from cave dwelling to
village dwelling,” said Hojjat Darabi, head of the archeological team.

Decorative objects and gemstones are among the relics discovered in the area. Despite their proximity to other Neolithic
sites, no clay or earthenware has been found in the region.

“Archeological strata were studied to establish a platform for archeologists to carry out comprehensive studies,” he said.
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Japan to Honor
Iranian Researcher

Rajabzadeh will be presented an order of merit by the Japanese government

next week.

Rajabzadeh, currently teaching at Rikkyo University in Japan, will receive the
honor in recognition of his efforts to introduce Persian culture and civiliza-
tion to Japan’s society.

He has been teaching Iranology and Persian literature at several Japanese uni-
versities during the past 27 years, ISNA reported.

"The Order of the Sacred Treasure; Gold Rays with Rosette” was established
on January 4, 1888 by Emperor Meiji of Japan. It is generally awarded for long
and meritorious service. The awarding ceremony will be on May 13.
Rajabzadeh, 68, holds a PhD in political sciences from Tehran University. He
has so far published over 50 books and 240 articles mostly about Japanese
culture and history as well as commonalities between Persian and Japanese
culture.

The professor’s recent publications, including "Bayan Al-Haq’ and ’Soltanieh
Discussions’ are centered on Iranian scholar Khajeh Rashideddin Fazlollah
Hamedani, a minister during the Ilkhanid rule serving in the courts of Gha-
zan (ruled 1295-1304 AD), Uljaitu (1304-16) and Abu Saeed Bahador Khan
(1316-35).

Over 700 years ago, Fazlollah Hamedani established a big academic center
named 'Rab-e Rashidi’ in Tabriz. He also wrote ‘Complete History of Rashi-
di, the most credible history book of the Mongol rule in simple Persian.

The book has been registered by UNESCO, and published by the universities
of New York, Paris, London and Columbia.

2 Iranians Join US
Academy of Sciences

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) announced the election of 72 new members, including 2 Ira-

nians and 18 foreign associates, during its 146th annual meeting in Washington, D.C.

The new members bring the total number of active US members in NAS to 2,150 and its foreign mem-

bership to 404, ISNA reported.

The newly-elected Iranian members are Keyvan Shokat, a researcher at Howard Hughes Medical Insti-

tute and professor at the Department of Cellular and Molecular Pharmacology, University of California,

San Francisco, and Kamran Vafa, a professor at the Department of Physics, Center for Fundamental Laws

of Nature, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Keyvan Shokat The National Academy of Sciences is a private organization of scientists and engineers

dedicated to the furtherance of science and promotion of public welfare.

Established in 1863 by a congressional act of incorporation signed by Abraham Lincoln, the academy acts

as an official adviser to the federal government, upon request, in any matter of science or technology.

Read us, Recycle u$
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www.persianweekly.co.uk

Persian Gulf Studies on
Agenda

Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism
Organization (ICHHTO) has placed underwater
studies in the Persian Gulf on its agenda, as an im-
portant part of the waterway is submerged.Address-
ing the Fifth National Conference on Persian Gulf,
ICHHTO Chief Esfandiyar Rahim Mashaei said,
“Persian Gulf is like a vein through which Iranian
blood flows E It is the third largest waterway in the
world and dates back to 30 million years.He em-
phasized that the Persian Gulf is among the most
important national and international regions and
hosts many historical and cultural works, CHTN
reported.“The name Persian Gulf exists in almost all
global geographic materials. Its Iranian identity is
so clear that there is no need to conduct research to
prove this. Historians in the past recognized Persian
Gulf and mentioned it in their works,” he said.The of-
ficial noted that Persian Gulf has been registered as
a national heritage with all its components. “But, this
does not mean that no move had been taken in this
respect before. In fact, experts have taken many mea-
sures regarding environmental considerations in the
Persian Gulf," he said.Mashaei concluded by saying
that his organization will take more measures for a
better identification of the valuable aspects of Persian

Gulf.

Iranian artworks
to go under
hammer at

London auction

Artwork created by 30 celebrated Iranian art-
ists will go on sale at the Bonhams auction
house.

Entitled “Modern and Contemporary Middle
Eastern and South Asian Art,” the auction,
which offers works by painters, sculptors
and photographers from Middle East and
South Asian countries, will be held on June 3
in London. A total of 32 creations by several
renowned Iranian artists, including Sohrab
Sepehri, Manuchehr Yektaii, Farah Osuli,
Parviz Tanavoli, Hossein Khosro Farideh
Lashaii, Abbas Kiarostami, Kurosh Shishe-
hgaran, and Shirin Neshat, will go on sale at
the event. Bonhams conducts over 700 sales
a year, more than any of its rivals worldwide.
The company’s international fine arts sale-
room islocated on London’s New Bond Street,
while its other flagship London saleroom is in
Knightsbridge, where sales are aimed primar-
ily at the collectors’ market.
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IOM International Organization for Migration

London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Sireet, Glasgow G1 30X Tel. 0141 548 8116
Wales & South-West: 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 5HX Tel. 0117 907 4777
North-West: The Com Exchange, 5th Floor, DBH Reception, Fenwick Street, Liverpool L2 7QL Tel. 0151 225 0142
Piccadilly House, 49 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2AP Tel. 0161 212 1463
MNorth-East: Citibase, Aspect Court, 47 Park Square East, Leeds LS1 2ML Tel. 0113 346 6010
Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Norfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham B5 4LJ Tel. 0121 633 5074

www.iomuk.org

Actions co-financed IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
by Community Funds We will help you to return home only if you wish to do so.
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Iranian musician
promoting homeland’s
melodies in Austria

Iranian-based Austrian musician Vaseqi believes that using Iranian musical instruments in
foreign bands is an effective way to introduce Iran’s music to the rest of the world.

“As you know, concerts by foreign music groups are mainly attended by non-Iranian audi-
ences while Iranians mostly go to concerts performed by Iranian music ensembles,” Es-
maeil Vaseqi told MNA.

Vaseqai, who plays santur in the Austrian ensemble Klemenchich said that he has tried to
introduce the Iranian instrument santur as well as Persian culture to the world through-
out his career. He went on to say that he did this by accompanying the band at hundreds
of concerts in several cities around the world.

“The band is composed of individuals from different countries and its repertoire consists
of traditional music, belonging to past ages. We have done research as well as holding
concerts and I have accompanied the band for more than 30 years by playing the santur,”
he mentioned.

He also gave details on the band’s recent album “Carmina Burana,” recently released in
Europe. He said that he used the santur on the album and pointed out that it resembled
an early instrument played in former times in Europe.

Vaseqi resided in Vienna for more than 30 years. He studied music at the University of
Tehran in 1974 and he continued his studies at the Vienna Conservatory in the area of
composition. He came back Iran in 1978 and taught music at the University of Tehran for
one year and then returned to Vienna.

His album “The Alley” was released in Iran. He is going to release another album in which
he will be accompanied by vocalist Bijan Bijani, which will contain poems by Hafez and
Sadi.

French children to enjoy Iranian
story books

A French publisher will translate
and release two of the first Irani-
an children’s story books in near
future.

Grandir Publications will re-
lease “Uncle Noruz” and “King
Jamshid,” which were published
by Irans Institute for Intellec-
tual Development of Children
and Young Adults (IIDCYA) in
1967.

IIDCYA granted the books copy-
right to Grandir in return for the
copyright permission of two
books released by the French
publisher.

Written by Farideh Jaam and
Mahmud  Moshref  Tehrani
(M.Azad), “Uncle Noruz” con-
cerns the legendry Iranian figure

Uncle Noruz who is similar to

Kiarostami cancels London
trip over visa row

Iranian director Abbas Kiarostami has cancelled his London trip due to an “unduly and complicated”
visa application process that included fingerprinting.

Supported by the English National Opera (ENO) Trust, The internationally-acclaimed filmmaker was
to stage Mozart's Cosi Fan Tutte at London's Coliseum Theater.

The Daily Telegraph quoted unnamed sources as saying that Kiarostami was not treated respectfully by
the British Embassy in Tehran
and although the ambassador
tried to intervene by that time
Kiarostami had decided to no
longer pursue the matter.

This is while the award-win-
ning filmmaker has worked
freely in Italy and France and
has never had an issue with
a visa application, the report
added.

In a statement, Kiarostami
thanked the ENO for their
support and understanding

concerning the “very compli-

cated but delicate situation.”

“I'would like to thank ... ENO for the understanding and support they have shown in this. They respect-
ed my position and my principles in spite of the obvious fact that it was putting them in a very precarious
and disagreeable position,” it said.

ENO artistic director John Berry said the company was hugely disappointed by what had happened. "It
is very sad that such a widely admired artist as Abbas will not be coming to London."

This is while the UK Border Agency rejected the disrespectful treatment of Kiarostami, saying the
checking was not something they would apologize for.

"Fingerprint visas mean we can check everyone who wants to come to the UK against immigration and
crime databases. These checks are a crucial part of securing the border and they are not something we
will apologize for - they have already detected at least 5,000 false identities,” a spokesman said.
Kiarostami's assistant Elaine Tyler-Hall is now slated to direct the opera, which will be staged from May
29 to July S, 2009.

Filmmaker, painter, designer and photographer, Kiarostami has received many prestigious international
awards, including the 1997 Cannes Golden Palm award and the 2008 Glory to the Filmmaker award of
the Venice Film Festival.

He has also held a photo exhibition at Beijing's Imperial City Art Museum.

He debuted his Cosi Fan Tutte comic opera buffa at the 2008 Festival of Lyric Art in Aix-en-provence,

France.
TE/HGH

Santa Claus and brings new life
and warmth to every household
each Noruz, the Iranian New Year which begins on March 21 and coincides with spring.
“King Jamshid” by Mehrdad Bahar concerns the great mythological figure of Iranian cul-
ture and tradition, Jamshid. In tradition and folklore, Jamshid is described as having been
the fourth and greatest king of the epigraphically unattested Pishdadian dynasty (before
the Kayanian dynasty).

Grandir Publications previously released the French version of Samad Behrangi’s “The
Little Black Fish” by René Turc in 2008, which was published by IIDCYA.

Toos Foundation in Celebration of the ‘Immortal Flowers’ of
Persian Song and Music

Shayda, Aref Qazvini, Bijan Taraqqi, Rahi Moayyeri, Kiamarz Vusuqi, Mo‘ini Kermanshahi,
Monir Taha, Turaj Nigahban, and Simin Bihbihani, not to mention famous composers such
as Mortaza Mahjubi, Homayun Khorram, Abu’l-Hasan Saba, ‘Ali Tajvidi, Ruhu’'llah Khaligi,
Habibu’llah Bada’i, Faramarz Payevar, Javad Ma'rufi, Mehdi Khalidi, Hosayn and Parviz Ya-
haqgj, soloist virtuosos Jalil Shahnaz, Farhang Sharif, Hasan Kasa’l, Ahmad Ibadi, Hosayn
Tehrani, Asghar Bahari, Reza Varzandeh, Nasir Iftetah and Mohamad Ismaili.

Although largely dedicated to recapturing the musical ambience and reviewing the histori-
cal achievements of the Golha programmes, the Toos Foundation programme also featured
some live singing. There was brief cameo appearance by Akbar Golpayigani, who sang sev-
eral couplets to rapturous applause, and a wonderful ten-minute performance of the female
vocalist Sirush Izadi (who successfully sang some lyrics in the style made famous by Qamar
almost a century ago) and a mezmerising performance by Nahid Da’i-Javad. There was also
much live declamation of Persian poetry by Azar-i Pazhohish, Firuzha Amir-Mu'‘izz, and
Fakhri Nikzad as the programme drew to a close.

Finally, around 10:30 pm, the audience spontaneously rose to their feet as the Toos Founda-
tion’s tireless director, the lovely Jamil Kharrazi in a short strapless black dress emblazoned
with a scarlet sash, appeared on stage to invite all of the great singers, musicians, radio pre-
senters, and other contributors to the original Golha programmes to receive the Toos Foun-
dation’s accolades and awards, as well as adulation accompanied by several standing ovations
and encores from the audience.

Congratulations are due to the presenters not only for succeeding perfectly in realizing their
grand ambition to preserve the endangered legacy of these great performing artists of classi-
cal Persian music but in offering Iranians today a much needed history lesson: that the Per-
sian people still must labour not only not to forget but to equal the glorious achievements of
their still-living forbears in the world of music.
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Toos Foundation in
Celebration of the
‘Immortal Flowers’ of
Persian Song and Music

The music and literary repertoire of the programmes known gen-
erally as Golha, ‘Flowers [of Persian Poetry and Song]) a series of
weekly radio programmes produced by Davoud Pirnia and aired on
Iranian National Radio between 1956 and 1979, was the subject of
a special bi-lingual (Persian/English) symposium held at the Insti-

Jamila Kharrazi

tute of Education’s Logan Hall in central London on April 26,2009.
Convened and conceived by Jamila Kharrazi, the dynamic Director
of the charitable Toos Foundation, this free symposium (no admis-
sion fee was charged) was devoted to introducing one of the most
glorious episodes in modern Persian music history to the modern
British public.

Logan Hall was packed and attended by over 1300 people, the Toos
Foundation’s four-hour long symposium having been fully booked
weeks in advance. Devoted to reviving the memory and legacy of
these programmes, the large audience was offered a spiritual feast
which featured a comprehensive overview to the five different
types of Golha programmes: (1) Barg-i Sabz; (2) Golha-yi Javidan;
(3) Golha-yi Rangarang; (4) Golha-yi Sahra’i; (S) Yik Shakh-i Gul,
Golha-yi Tazeh (A Green Leaf, Inmortal Flowers, Multi-coloured
Flowers, Desert Flowers, A Single Flower, Fresh Flowers).

The approximately 1500 different Golha programmes presented the
best and most poetically diverse—recorded collection of the clas-
sical corpus of Persian music and poetry made in the 20th century.
They covered the entire history of classical as well as contemporary
Persian poetry, giving marvellous expression to the whole gamut of
traditional Persian music and poetry. With the support of the En-
dangered Archives Programme of the British Library, a researcher
at the Music Department of SOAS, University of London, Jane
Lewisohn, recently succeeding in compiling and digitalizing the
complete archive of the Golha radio programmes. All the different
Golha programmes are now safely archived in the British Library in
an even more complete and comprehensive form than can be found
in the Iranian National Radio (whose archive is incomplete due to
both pilfering and destruction by zealous ideologues at the begin-
ning of the 1979 revolution).

Last week’s Logan Hall symposium, which was largely modelled on
Jane Lewisohn’s archival work and recent research, was accompa-
nied by an immaculate exhibition of rare photographs of many of
the famous Persian musicians featured in the Golha programmes
presented by the contemporary ethnomusicologist and journalist
Forugh Bahmanpour (who had brought her photos over from Iran
especially for this occasion), each of which was meticulously an-
notated with captions identifying their year, place and the various
persons portrayed in each picture.

As the audience settled into their seats, listeners were drawn back
into the intensely romantic ambience of the music of the Golha
and reintroduced into the literary, social and political history un-
derlying the programmes. Making use of recorded quotations from

many of the still surviving poets, song-writers, musicians and vo-
calists who performed on the programmes, original clips of song
recordings, along with written texts projected onto a screen in both
Persian and English, the audience was soon mesmerized into an at-
tentive silence.

The event opened with a brief historical account of the genesis of
the Golha programmes presented (in Persian with English subti-
tles) by Jane Lewisohn. This was followed by a detailed, decade by
decade overview of the life and work of Davud Pirnia, the founder
and original producer of the Golha programmes, illustrated by pho-
tographs, live voice recordings, and the hostess of ceremonies: the
actress Elizabeth Mansfield’s running commentary. Attending the
symposium were three of the four of Davoud Pirnia’s living sons:
Daryush, Shahrukh and Faroukh Pirnia. The eldest son, Daryush
Pirnia (a renowned scholar and Pahlavi-period diplomat) appeared
on stage to explain in his own words the mystical Sufi background
of the inspiration underlying the programmes:

“The Immortal Flowers’ programmes,” Daryush Pirnia comment-
ed, “represent an innovation in regard to presentational approach,
involving poetry, music and spoken narrative, which were created
to further the understanding and development of the gnosis and
spiritual teachings of Persia. ... The blend of prose, poetry and mu-
sic in these programmes, where the biography and works of a single
mystic was featured and presented to the public over a period of 23
years, were intended to provide a vignette into the spiritual banquet
of the Sufis which has roots in millennia of history.”

Sociologically speaking, the most fascinating aspect of the sympo-
sium was the attention drawn to the grand achievement of the great
Persian female vocalists of the 1960s and 1970s such as Marzieh,
Khatera Parvaneh, Sima Bina, Homayra, Mahasti, Elaheh, Pooran,
Hayedeh, Ahdi’eh, Parvin and Nahid, clips from whose songs were
played, preceded by snippets from their biographies. Perhaps the
rowdy, vociferous cheers with which these clips were greeted by the
audience reflected the fact that for the past three decades in Iran
the government of the “Islamic” Republic has acted as if no great
Persian female vocalists ever flourished at all during the 20th cen-
tury. In Iran today—not incidentally—all female singers’ voices are
currently banned from the radio airwaves, and the sale of CDs by
solo female artists is also forbidden throughout the land. London,
not Tehran, was thus the natural venue for the Toos Foundation
to choose to host this symposium in which the forbidden wine of
Persian music could be imbibed in public without fear.

One of the most innovative and thrilling aspects of the entire event

was the presence of some of the most famous living Persian perform-
ers who had participated in the Golha programmes. These included
the virtuoso tar player Hushang-i Zarif, the famous singer Akbar
Golpayigani, the classical Persian female vocalist Nahid Da’i-Javad,
three famous Iranian Radio presenters: Azar-i Pazhohish, Firuzha
Amir-Mu'izz, and Fakhri Nikzad (specializing in the declamation of
poetry, these ladies together represent the most celebrated female
presenters in modern Iranian radio history). At various intervals
during the event, these celebrities (several of whom the Toos Foun-
dation had brought from Iran especially for the occasion) appeared
on stage singing or speaking in turn, charming the audience with
their artistry and welcomed by rapturous applause.
Considerable time was also devoted to the famous male singers
such as Banan, Adib Khwansari, Hosayn Qavami (Fakhta'i) Naser
Mas‘udi, Kurush Sarhangzadeh, Mahmudi Khwansari, Zabihi,
Golchin, ‘Abdu’l-Vahab Shahidi, to song-writers and poets such
—_—
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Damascus -.E280 Khartoum
| 5] o PR AT £270 Nairobi......c....
AMIMEN...me £340 Darussalam.........
Muscat... £255 Addis Ababa............
Istanbul..... £135 Lagos..
Gasahlsn{:& .............. £20B Kuwait......o.n

‘@'

TATA

Qatar Airways
To Mashad

£340

Including Tax and Ehar_‘ges

Turkish Airlines
To Tehran &
abriz

Including Tax and Charges

-

) S yaa)

bmi
To Tehran

£407

Including Tax and Charges

Iran Air
To Tehran

£383

Including Tax and Charges

Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am till 6.00pm

Urgently seeking staff member to join our team.
Must be GDS trained Please contact
Abir on 0207 725 2277 or Abir@ikbplc.com

STAFF REQUIRED

IKB Travel & Tours, 230 Edgware Road, Lundun WE 1DW E-mail: Travelinfo@IKBtravel.co.uk
All Prices are from & subject to availability and change.
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Travel &Tours LTD

From Manchester
Turl-ush Alrllnes =

ran

Including éax and Charges

Business Class
To Tehran

fr£989

Including Tax and Charges

We Want You
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845*-3
l.hqhgﬁgﬂhd

-uﬂe




