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Had an accident? NOT YOUR FAULT?
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JUST]CE
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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Ealing to Heathrow £18
Kensington to Heathrow £22

" ‘ 020 8998 1818 - 020 8998 9898 Central London to Heathrow £28

www.parkroyalcars.co.uk
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Positive Ambiance In
Qotbi’s Squad

Newly appointed Iran manager Afshin Qotbi took charge of his first Team Melli training session on Saturday.
Twenty six players participated in training
including Fulham’s Andranik Teymourian
being the only European-based player pres-
ent in the national team Camp.

At the end of the training, Qotbi informed
reporters of his short-term plans for the na-
tional team as well as the schedule for the
friendly matches ahead of the clash with
North Korea, Persian Football wrote.
“There’s a positive ambiance in the team
and I am fully satisfied with players’ disci-
pline in the camp. We've tried to create an
environment where our players can prepare
themselves for the upcoming three matches
in peaceful conditions®, Qotbi told the re-
porters.

“We have tried to invite the best and most

experienced players giving special attention to defensive and offensive lines where we had problems.”

“The invited players have shown to be above my expectations. Undoubtedly they will improve day by day and will hope-
fully obtain the qualification with the support of our 70 million passionate fans®, the 45-year-old added.

“I have also tried to select the best technical and medical staff who could help to rebuild the team. My assistant Buter has
41 years of coaching experience in Dutch clubs and youth level. I have faith in all colleagues and closely supervise all their
works.*

“I have noticed a great atmosphere in Iran over the last couple of weeks. There’s now a positive view about national team
amongst the fans.”

Qotbi who had earlier announced four preparatory matches, explained, “On Friday, we will have a warm-up match against
Iran’s U-23 team followed by a friendly with either Iraq or Syria. We will then face China and a first division Chinese club.”
Asked about Ali Karimi’s recent injury, he said, “I become sad anytime a player gets injured. Both National team and
Persepolis’ medical staff have to cooperate in order to speed up the recovery of this great player.

The former Guss Hiddink analyst also praised Ali Daei’s efforts for the national team and ruled out any radical changes.
“Ali Daei is a legend of the Iranian football and has brought glory for Iran as a player. As a coach, he introduced many play-
ers to the national team. We shouldn’t destroy the structure and framework established by Daei, but we have to correct
them.”

Qotbi who has recently traveled to Europe and Persian Gulf states to observe Iranians playing abroad, expressed his satis-
faction with current state of the legionnaires.

“I observed Mahdavikia’s performance. He is one the best Frankfurt players despite not having played for three months.
He is very ambitious and I found him to be in great shape. I believe that he can help the national team as a key player.”

“I had a meeting with Javad Nekounam and Masoud Shojaei in Pamplona, Spain. They are two of Osasuna’s best players.
Both have great character.”

“I also contacted Ferydoun Zandi and Andranik Teymourian. Both are in good conditions. I believe that the legionnaires
are a national wealth. I have invited all of them and will benefit from their services in the remaining matches if they’ll be
fit*

Qotbi concluded by stating that the national team doors will remain open to all Iranians around the World.

“There are a lot of talented Iranian players abroad. We will have the opportunity to identify and invite them after these
three matches.

Iran’s next world cup qualifier will be an away game against North Korea on June 6. Their previous match in the group,
held in Tehran, ended in Team Melli winning 2-1.

Iran faces an uphill struggle to secure a place at the 2010 World Cup, with two away matches in South and North Korea
and a home match with the United Arab Emirates to come. It is currently in fourth place in Asian qualifying group two.
Qotbi is banking on his knowledge of Korean football to give his new charges an advantage when they take on the North
in their next game.

South Korea tops the group with 11 points from five games, followed by their northern neighbor on 10 points from six
games, with Saudi Arabia in third, also on 10 points from six games.

Iran has six points from five games, having recorded only one win and three draws.

Asia has four automatic qualifying berths, with the third-placed teams in the two final qualifying groups playing off against
each other for the right to take on Oceania zone victor New Zealand for a place in the finals.

Iran has appeared in the 1978, 1998 and 2006 World Cups. Their best result in the competition was in France 98, when
they beat the United States by two goals to one in a group match.

The Iranian-American guided Persepolis to the Iranian Premier League championship last year, turning him into an in-
stant celebrity in football-mad Iran.

Despite spending most of his life in the United States, Qotbi has insisted that he is first and foremost an Iranian.

Kazemi parts company
with Sepahan

Sepahan football team coach Farhad Kazemi paid the price
for his teams poor results in the Asian Champions League
(ACL) when he parted company with the team on Satur-
day.

Sepahan lost to Al-Shabab of the United Arab Emirates on
Wednesday in Group D of the ACL and failed to qualify
for the next stage.

It is said that former Esteghlal coach Amir Ghalenoei and
former Rah Ahan trainer Mahmoud Yavari are Sepahan’s
candidates to take over the job.

Kazemi replaced interim coach Hossein Charkhabi in De-
cember 2008. The Isfahani team wished him all the best in
the statement published on their website.

Iran’s beach soccer team
invited to Hungary

Iranian beach soccer outfit has been invited to Hungary
to take part in a
friendly tourna-
ment.

Iran, which is
gearing up for
the 2009 FIFA
Beach Soc-
cer World Cup
qualifiers, will
take part in the
tournament; however, the time and participants have yet
to be confirmed. It seems that the event will be slated for
mid-summer with the participation of the world’s best
teams.

At the moment, Iran’s beach soccer team is lead by Behzad
Dadashzadeh, but it is said that Brazilian Marco Octavio
will be named as the team’s coach soon.

Asia’s top two teams will qualify for the 2009 FIFA Beach
Soccer World Cup.

Altogether 16 teams will take part in the event from No-
vember 16 to 22, 2009, in Dubai
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Bust of Ferdowsi
Now graces
University of Oxford

The bust of Ferdowsi was unveiled at the University of Oxford Fri-
day on the occasion of the Shahnameh millennjum.

Iran’s ambassador to London, Rasul Movahedian, cultural attaché
Ali-Mohammad Helmi, the Warden of Wadham College, Sir Neil
Chalmers, University Lecturer in Persian Literature Firuza Abdul-
laeva, Professor of Persian Studies and Fellow of Wadham College
Edmund Herzig, and several other scholars attended the unveiling

ceremony.

Ambassador Movahhedian made the opening speech and expressed
hope that Ferdowsi’s ideals would act as a bridge on the way to in-
creasing understanding among nations.

“Paying tribute to a master of Persian poetry is actually honoring
the eternal figures which belong to all generations,” he remarked.
He regarded establishing the bust by the University of Oxford a
great act in preserving the spiritual achievements of mankind and
said that Shahnameh, as part of Persian literature, has played a great
role in enriching world literature.

Cultural attaché Helmi was next who regarded the bust of Ferdowsi
as a gift from the Iranian nation to Oxford University and said that
no doubt, Ferdowsi was one of the most influential literary figures
of Iran.

“The Iranian nation knows Ferdowsi as their great epic poet and
now after 1000 years, they still recite his poetry,” he remarked. (By
2009, a millennium has past since the composing of Ferdowsi’s
magnum opus Shahnameh.)

Sir Neil Chalmers was next to talk and said that Ferdowsi is a great
poet known to all the world and his Shahnameh enjoys many differ-
ent social, political, and cultural aspects and has played major role in
the life of the Iranian people.

Scholars Firuza Abdullaeva and Edmund Herzig also praised Per-
sian culture and literature, and expressed hopes that establishing the
bust of Ferdowsi will boost academic and cultural relationships.

Set up at the Ferdowsi (Firdousi) Library of Wadham College, the
statue was created by British-based Iranian sculptor Mehran Gha-
hari under the supervision of Wadham College officials and Iran’s
cultural office in London.

Iranians celebrate May 15 as the national day of Ferdowsi (circa
935-1020), the Persian poet and author of the Shahnameh (The
Epic of Kings).

Photo: Warden of Wadham College Sir Neil Chalmers (2nd from
right) delivers a speech after unveiling a bust of Ferdowsi (C) at the
University of Oxford on May 8, 2009. Iranian cultural attaché Ali-
Mohammad Helmi (1st from left), Iranian Ambassador Rasul Mo-
vahhedian (2nd from left), and Persian literature professor Firuza
Abdullaeva (1st from right) are also seen in the photo.

What’s in a cough? 20,000 viruses

The next time you cough or sneeze, there is good reason to cover your mouth.

As many as 20,000 viruses are expelled in an average cough, which may be sufficient to infect many people -- par-
ticularly those who are not vaccinated.

Julian Tang, a consultant at Singapore’s National University Hospital’s Division of Microbiology, said as many as
3,000 tiny droplets are produced in a standard cough.

Using previous research on influenza viral loads in nasal secretions, and assuming that each coughed airborne
droplet measures between 1 to S micrometers in diameter, that adds up to many, many viruses in a single cough.
A micrometer, or micron, is one millionth of a meter, or one thousandth of a millimeter.

“Based on this research and assuming about 3,000 droplets are produced per cough, this range of influenza viruses
produced per cough is about 195 to 19,500,” Tang told Reuters.

He added that this figure of 3,000 droplets refers to those that remain suspended in the air for considerable periods
-- long enough to infect people.

“This (3,000) is also the number of droplets estimated to remain suspended in air for long periods -- so-called
droplet nuclei. Larger droplets carrying influenza viruses may also be produced during a cough, but these will fall
to the ground relatively quickly and will no longer be considered to be significant in the airborne transmission of
influenza,” he said. With a new HIN1 influenza virus spreading around the world, governments in many countries
have revived advertisements entreating people to observe personal hygiene.

However, experts are uncertain as to what constitutes an infective dose when it comes to influenza viruses.

But as a guide, previous research has found that it takes just one to 10 organisms to cause viral hemorrhagic fevers,
and 10 to 100 organisms to cause viral encephalitis.

Tang said an infective dose of flu virus would depend on a variety of factors, such as the constitution of people
breathing in these droplets and whether they had been vaccinated.

“It is difficult to give an exact number for the infectious dose -- and this may even differ for the same individual
throughout the year. But probably for immune people, the infectious dose will be higher than for non-immune
people -- hence, the benefits of vaccination,” Tang said.

“Those previously vaccinated or naturally infected to the same or similar virus can develop a rapid antibody re-
sponse and clear the virus in the respiratory tract before the virus can take hold and cause disease.”

“(But) even immune hosts may develop symptoms if the viral load exposure is sufficiently high,” he added.
Doctors say most airborne flu transmissions occur within a one meter range, although it can also be transmitted by
direct contact with contaminated objects, like toys.

“Wearing masks may well help to reduce the transmission of these infections, as well as covering the mouth with
your hand or a tissue when coughing or sneezing -- simply by using a barrier to prevent dissemination of the virus,”
Tang said.

Iran saffron exports up 81% year on year

Iran exported nearly $92 million worth of saffron in the last calendar year (ended March 20), showing an 81 per-
cent growth compared with the preceding year.

Spain was the major export market of Iranian saffron, followed by the United Arab Emirates, Italy, Saudi Arabia,
Sweden, France, India, and Japan, reported IRINN.

Saffron exports amounted to some $3.2 million in the first month of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-April 20), up 4S5 percent compared to the figure for the same period in 2008.

The United Arab Emirates ranked first in importing Iranian saffron in the mentioned period, followed by Spain,
India, and Saudi Arabia
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HISTORY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF

BROADCASTING IN IRAN

(Part 22)

Written by: Dr. Bijan Kimiachi
bijankimiachi@hotmail.com

THE ADVENT AND
DEVELOPMENT OF RADIO IN IRAN

Since the beginning radio has been the most powerful
and effective means of mass communication in Iran.
For many years Iran’s writers, philosophers, intellectuals
and artists have considered radio an important instru-
ment to preserve and develop Iran’s rich culture. In fact,
many musicians and poets became popular after per-
formances on Radio Iran, which has always provided a
sanctuary where artists were protected and supported.
Radio Iran has also played an important role in inter-
national politics and safeguarding national interests by
answering the propaganda broadcasts of enemies.

Promoting there welfare of all groups of Iranian people,
families, children, youth, workers, agriculturalists, farm-
ers and peasants has been another concern of Radio
Iran. It has also stimulated writers to publish a number
of books, magazines and papers, covering a wide range
of subject matter to increase the average Iranian’s aware-
ness.

It is obvious, then, that Radio Iran is more than a source
of entertainment. It has played a significant role in re-
porting important world events. For example, through
the efforts of NIRT, the 1974 Seventh Asian Games -
the most important events ever held in Iran - could
be broadcast to the United States and Europe. Foreign
radio and television reporters were thus able to trans-
mit chosen events of the games to their countries or to
record them on audio tape. The 2,500th Anniversary
of Iran’s Kingdom and the Coronation of Mohammad
Reza Shah were also broadcast to the rest of the world.

In countries such as Iran, which are on the verge of social
economic and technological change, an active exchange
of views among citizens of the country plays a vital and
an important role: “In Iran, radio is considered one of
the most effective means of communication for this
purpose, capable of influencing its listeners and stimu-
lating cooperation, confidence and a sense of purpose”.
Hence, Radio Iran has an important responsibility to
educate its listeners by preserving national traditions
while propagating language and modern cultural values.
To be countinued

Uraman Takht Village

Safeguarding Historical Texture

The increasing use of non-indigenous construction material is seriously threatening the historical texture of Uraman Takht
Village in Kurdestan province.
Uraman Takht Village, which is one of

the prettiest tourism sites in western
Iran, owes its fame to its special archi-
tectural style and artistic use of indig-
enous construction material.

After passing high mountains and
winding roads and moving along Sir-
van River, you reach the village, which
is situated in the middle of the Zagros
mountain range.

In addition to domestic visitors, tour-
ists from other countries also tour this
unique rural area, Mehr News Agency
reported.

Uraman Takht Landscape

Houses in this village are built in a way
that the roof of each house is a court-
yard of the house located above.

In the past, residents were forced to use stones in building their houses due to the lack of mud. This tradition is still in effect.
However, the passage of time and absence of sufficient supervision have made the use of construction materials such as bricks
and concrete blocks commonplace.

While various measures have been taken for safeguarding the historical texture of the village, it seems that state organizations
are at the forefront of destroying this unique rural area.

Education and health ministries are among institutions that used industrial construction materials for building schools and
clinics in the village, thus affecting the village’s landscape. In some parts of the village, buildings have been erected by using
iron beams and bricks.

Various steps have been taken to register the village as a region with a special texture and its residents are no longer permitted
to use modern construction materials in buildings. However, a serious effort to stop the new trend requires the interaction of
governmental institutions.

Cooperation of All

Director general of Kurdestan Islamic Revolution’s Housing Foundation, Reza Reza-Farrah, said one executive organization
alone cannot maintain the unique texture of the village.

“All provincial state organizations should work together to prepare the ground for enhancing public participation in this
important task,” he said.The official noted that a number of executive organizations at the beginning used industrial construc-
tion materials for building their offices in the village, but this has been currently stopped.

Reza-Farrah stressed that in order to safeguard the texture of the village, buildings constructed with industrial construction
materials should be demolished.

“In fact, the foundation has paid compensation and destroyed such buildings, and encouraged the people to rebuild by using
indigenous construction materials,” he said.

He emphasized that all new construction and renovation activities should be verified by the foundation.

Recently, a beautiful mosque was built in the village by using indigenous construction materials, which attracts the attention
of every visitor.

During the Ten-Day Dawn ceremonies (marking the arrival of Imam Khomeini from exile in 1979 till the victory of the Is-
lamic Revolution) of last year, a hotel made of stone became operational in the village.

In the past five years, residents of the village have cooperated with the foundation and other related organizations, but more
efforts are needed.

Sorbonne to Co—Host Persian Gulf Confab

Iran’s Tehran University and French Sorbonne University are to co-host an international conference on Persian Gulf, an
expert at the French university said on Saturday. Director of the Humanities and Social Sciences Department at Sorbonne
Marie Francoise Courel told IRNA that the applied research center for Iranian culture at Tehran University and Sorbonne’s
Humanities and Social Sciences Department were doing preparatory works since a few years ago to hold the International
Conference on Persian Gulf. She added that a historical atlas of the Persian Gulf was published in 2005 by the two research
centers. Courel added that Sorbonne and Tehran universities have decided to continue their cooperation in future by hold-
ing an international conference on Persian Gulf. She did not mention the date or venue of the event but said a large group of
international experts, researchers, scientists and politicians would be invited to the conference. Courel is in Iran for a confer-
ence on water and the environment, which ended on May 8.
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Khaleqi—Motlaq working
on new version of
Shahnameh for public

Distinguished Shahnameh researcher Jalal Khaleqi-Motlaq is busy working

on a new version of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh for the reading public.

In a session held on Monday by Bokhara Monthly Magazine, Khaleqi-Motlaq
talked about his new project he started last year.

“I have been working on the process of correcting Shahnameh without using
any other copies for the past year and I will be adding my personal notes on
it. I believe the present version of Shahnameh is complied mainly for experts,
and not for lay readers,” he said.

A copy of his eight-volume corrected version of Shahnameh was unveiled dur-
ing a ceremony last year at Tehran’s Great Islamic Encyclopedia Center. Many
of the world’s prominent researchers believe Khalegi-Motlaq’s corrected ver-
sion, the result of forty years of his research, is the best available.

On his spending 40 years on the corrected version, he said that teamwork ac-
tivities have many positive points like finishing the job sooner, but a negative
point is that different views are infused into the project.

“I chose 50 copies belonging to the 12th, 13th and early 14th centuries and
selected 16 copies that formed the basis upon which I developed the correc-
tion process,” he remarked.

He later talked about the Shahnameh of Baysunqur, which was registered on
UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register list two years ago, and stated that
the book is primarily famous for its uniquely beautiful miniature paintings,
but that its text contains numerous errors.

The Shahnameh of Baysunqur is one of three ancient copies of Ferdowsi’s
epic masterpiece and is of great value worldwide. The copy was made in 1430
for Prince Baysunqur (1399-1433) who was the grandson of Timur (1336-
1405), the Turkic ruler of Central Asia. The Shahnameh of Baysunqur is pre-
served in the library of Golestan Palace in Tehran.

He added the edition of the Shahnameh commissioned by the Safavid king
Shah Tahmasb in the early 17th century is believed to be the best-adorned
version of this epic work.

He later described Shahnameh as the masterpiece, which is incomparable to
other world epics, adding, “I see no other masterpiece being easily compared
to Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, because we are not confronting a poet in this work
but a hakim (wise man).

Khaleqi-Motlaq once said, “The Shahnamebh is full of creativity, which has in-
fluenced our great masters, and that is why Ferdowsi is called a hakim (wise
man). The Shahnameh is a spiritual epic and the message of all the stories is
morality. So enthusiasts of morality tales will not regret reading it. Everybody
knows that the Shahnameh is full of Iran’s songs of love, and if one day a book
is written about our national history, it must begin with the Shahnameh.”

Culture Ministrygivesgreen
light to Mehrjuii’s new film

Dariush Mehrjuii’s “Mir-e Noruzi”, a children-themed story, was granted a production license by the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance on
Tuesday.

The film’s screenplay was written by Sonbol Ra-
himi, producer Framarz Farazmand told the Per-
sian service of Fars News Agency.

“In my opinion, it is very nice and Dariush Meh-
rjuii has approved it,” he added.

The preproduction process will begin in late
June, he said.

A huge controversy arose over Mehrjuii’s latest
film “The Santur Player,” about a drug addict san-
tur virtuoso and singer, after it was pirated.

The Culture Ministry had already delayed the
premiere of the film several times.

“The Santur Player” producer Farazmand ac-
cused the Culture Ministry of the act of piracy.
The screening of the film had also been post-
poned several times during the 2007 Fajr Film
Festival. However, it was finally showcased with
its soundtrack censored, allegedly to show re-
spect for the mourning season of Muharram.
Afterwards, the Culture Ministry refused to give the film a screening license because Mohsen Chavoshi
sang on the soundtrack.

The ministry said that the songs had not been approved by its relevant departments for musical affairs.

Thus, the film’s composer, Ardavan Kamkar, had to record the songs using the voice of Bahram Radan,
the leading actor in the film.

Producers and filmmakers have to apply for a production license for their screenplays from the Culture
Ministry in Iran. No production in the entertainment industry is allowed to be screened or published
without the ministry’s permit.

Cuban Prize
for Iranian
Caricaturist

Iranian cartoonist Shahrokh Heidari has won
the top prize at the 16th International Graphic
Humor Biennial in Cuba.

He won the first prize in the caricature section
of the biennial for depicting the American ac-
tor Humphrey Bogart’s caricature, Mehr News
Agency reported.

Cosponsored by the Havana Provincial Cul-
ture Division and the Latin American Federa-
tion of Journalists, the contest was held in the
different sections of general humor, political
satire, cartoons, caricature and humorous pho-

tography.
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IOM International Organization for Migration

' London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Streel, Glasgow G1 3DX Tel. 0141 548 81186
Wales & South-West: 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 5HX Tel. 0117 907 4777
North-West: The Com Exchange, 5th Floor, DBH Reception, Fenwick Street, Liverpool L2 7QL Tel. 0151 225 0142
Piccadilly House, 49 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2AP Tel. 0161 212 1463
North-East: Citibase, Aspect Court, 47 Park Square East, Leeds LS1 2ML Tel. 0113 346 6010
Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Norfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham BS 4LJ Tel. 0121 633 5074

www.iomuk.org

Actions co-tinanced IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
by Community Funds We will help you to return home only it you wish to do so.
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Turkish scholar
translating Shahnameh

Turkish scholar Nimet Yildirim is translating Ferdowsi’s magnum opus Shahnameh into
the Turkish language in its entirety for the first time.

“Turkish academic Necati Lugal previously has translated 20,000 couplets into Turkish
and I decided to translate the remainder and publish them with Lugal’s translation,” Yildi-
rim told MNA on Saturday.

He has translated 50,000 couplets which were published along with Lugal’s translation
and he is now translating 30,000 remained couplets.

“The first volume of the translation, published by Kabalci Publications, contains mostly
the couplets translated by Lugal and the next volume will be published in near future,” he
added.

He has penned “Dictionary of Persian Myths” which was published by Kabalci Publica-
tions. “I have worked on Persian myths for more than five years and one of my main sourc-
es was Mohammadjafar Yahaqqi’s ‘Dictionary of Persian Myths}” he mentioned.

Ancient Persian religions, Zoroastrian myths, myth and creation, the role of myths and
other notions including death, heaven and hell are discussed in his book.

The book is arranged in alphabetical order and each entry concludes with related poems
by Iranian poets, he said.
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Angels Die in the Soil’ Awarded in US*

Iranian filmmaker Babak Amini has been acclaimed as director of the best Short Narrative
at the 52nd San Francisco International Film Festival.

Amini’s Angels Die in the Soil’ has been awarded at the festival’s best short narrative,
Presstv said.

The legacy of Iraq’s chemical warfare is revealed in this 30-minute story of a young girl
who earns a living for herself and her sick father by selling the bones of Iranian soldiers
martyred during the 1980-88 Irag-Iran war.

One day, she sees an attack on an American on her way home and attempts to save him.
Her innocent struggles to survive and help a total stranger captivated the jury. The 2008
production received a $5,000 cash prize and 1,000 feet of Kodak film stock.

Amini spent six months in Paris attending the Cinefondation Cinema Workshop, which
is sponsored by the Cannes Film Festival. He is scheduled to produce his first full-length
feature film in Italy.

Meanwhile, Aida Begic’s ‘Snow’, a joint production of Iran, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ger-
many and France, won the festival’s new directors award. The 52nd San Francisco Film
Festival was held from April 23 to May 7.

ok kK k

“Snow” wins award at San
Francisco filmfest

“Snow” by Bosnian Aida Begic won the new directors award at the 52nd San Francisco
International Film Festival, which was held from April 23 to May 7.

“Snow” is a joint production of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Germany, France, and Iran, and
has already won the Cannes Critics’ Week Grand Prix, the International Critics’ Week of
the film festival in 2008.

The story is set in the small isolated village of Slavno four years after the war in Bosnia. A
government delegation comes to Slavno, offering the villagers money to leave the village.
But the villagers, mostly women, find it hard to abandon their homes and decide to fight
for their freedom and the survival of Slavno.

In addition, Babak Amini’s “Angels Die in the Soil” received the award at the Short Nar-
rative section of the festival. Amini had already worked as assistant director for Bahman
Qobadi in his productions “A Time for Drunken Horses” and “Turtles Can Fly.

The Founder’s Directing Award of this year was presented to Francis Ford Coppola. Rob-
ert Redford was also this year’s recipient of the Peter J. Owens (1936-91) award, which
honors an actor whose work exemplifies brilliance, independence and integrity.

Another Afghan tragedy
going on silver screen

Films on Afghan issues are often associated with the Makhmalbaf family in Iran.

But don’t make a mistake! This time, the Makhmalbaf family isn’t involved.
After a four-year hiatus, “The Last Queen of the Earth’, the debut film of Iranian director Mo-
hammdreza Arab, has finally premiered in Tehran’s movie theaters.

Arab believes that his film differs from other flicks previously produced on Afghan issues.
“The Last Queen of the Earth’ is not similar to any previous Iranian film or even to foreign
films such as “The Kite Runner’ and ‘Earth and Ashes’” he told MNA in his interview last
week.

“Due to its low budget, the film stands a bit taller than both of those films,” he added.

“In my opinion, the novel of “The Kite Runner’ has been spoiled in the film, because the direc-
tor was not well-informed about the Middle East and Afghanistan,” he explained.

“About ‘Earth and Ashes, which is also based on Atiq Rahimi’s story of same name, is not
comparable to my film in practice and screenplay,” he noted.

“The Last Queen of the Earth” tells the story of an Afghan refugee named Alibakhsh who
is working in Iran. He has no way to find out about the situation of his wife and family back
home. The U.S. threats to attack Afghanistan after 9/11 only serve to increase his distress and
finally he decides to repatriate.

“Since the film centers on immigration and occupation, two global issues, it can be considered
as a world premiere,” Arab said.

The film takes place in the Iranian cities of Yzad, Mashhad, Neyshabur, and Afghanistan’s holy
city of Mazar-i-Sharif.

Afghan immigrants who have seen the film believe that no prior film has featured Afghanistan
as accurately as “The Last Queen”, Arab said.

The film has previously been screened at many international events including Brooklyn, Mon-
treal, Ashland, Boston, Cairo and Singapore.

Hossein Taheri, Ghorban Najafi, Asghar Hemmat, Ali Azadnia, Ali Mohseni, Ali-Akbar
Peyghambari and Goli Akbari star in the film.

Arab has previously spent his career in making documentaries “Like a Mountain,” “Standing
in the Wind,” “Kandovan, the Land of the Sun,” “Burnt Land,” “Along the Sava” and several
other short films.

Afghan issues were brought into the cinema spotlight mostly through films made by the fam-
ily of Iranian director Mohsen Makhmalbaf.

“The Cyclist” (1989) was his first Afghan-themed film, which was then followed by “Kanda-
har”.

Afterwards, his wife Marziyeh Meskini, daughters Samira and Hana, and son Meysam fol-
lowed his lead.

Many of the over ten films made by the family on Afghanistan have been screened and won
prizes in numerous international festivals.

Photo: Mohammadreza Arab (1st from left) and members of his film crew take a break be-
tween shoots of “The Last Queen of the Earth”
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We are a group of interested

individuals who would like to educate the
Iranian community about life in

the UK in order to help them integrate into
their new country of residence through
culture, art, entertainment,

articles and personal stories and also the
purpose of our weekly newspaper is to
promote the fascination of Iranian culture
by exposing the audience to rich

traditions in Persian celebrations, literature,
cinema, art, poetry, music, and etc.

In addition, we provide a common website
for more than 3 million Iranian profession-
als outside Iran. Persian weekly is a non-
political, non-religious newspaper that
encourages anyone who is interested in Per-
sian culture to contribute with the Persian
Weekly Newspaper. You can also contribute
through your article, opinion, photographs
and any other ideas you might have.
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Happy Ferdowsi Day

May 15 is annually celebrated by Iranians as Fedowsi Day. Many art and cultural festivals are held across the country to commemorate the
great Iranian epic poet.

Following is an article on Ferdowsi’s masterpiece the Shahnameh, which was written by Charles Melville, a lecturer of the University of
Cambridge, in 2007.

The Shahnameh

The Shahnameh or “Book of Kings” is the longest poem ever written by a single author: Abu’l-Qasem Ferdowsi, from Tus in northeastern
Iran.

His epic work narrates the history of Iran (Persia) since the first king, Gayomart, who established his rule at the dawn of time, down to the
conquest of Persia by the Muslim Arab invasions of the early 7th century CE.

The Shahnameh contains approximately 50,000 verses (bayts, each consisting of two hemistiches, misra‘), and is generally divided into
mythical, legendary and historical sections.

The first includes the formation of human society, the domestication of animals, the struggle with the forces of evil and the definition of
Iranian territory vis-a-vis her neighbors.

The long central section incorporates the ‘Sistan cycle’ of legends about the hero Rustam and his family, and the endless cycles of wars
with the lands of Turan (approximately Turkestan or modern Central Asia), Iran’s traditional foe. These ‘legendary’ sections in fact contain
many mythical features and more or less form a continuum with the first.

The historical section, that is, in which some reference to known historical events can be identified, starts only with the appearance of Alex-
ander the Great, also treated as legend. It is remarkable, for example, that there appears to be no reference to the reigns of Cyrus the Great,
Darius, or the Achaemenid dynasty that preceded the arrival of Philip of Macedon and Alexander on the scene.

Alexander (Iskandar) is followed by a very brief treatment of the Parthians, and then the Sassanid dynasty (226-651 CE).

The last episode is the murder of the Sassanid ruler Yazdegerd ITI (632-51), and the punishment of his killer, Mahuy Suri. Its last pages echo
with the gloomy predictions of the Persian general Rustam, killed at the battle of Qadisiyah by the Arab commander Sa'd bin Abi Waqgas.
Ferdowsi was born circa 935 CE and died in around 1020. He was thus writing his life’s work approximately four centuries after the fall of
the ancient Persian Empire and the coming of Islam.

The first draft was completed in 999 and the final version in 1010, dedicated to the most powerful ruler of the time, Sultan Mahmud of
Ghazna (modern Afghanistan, ruled 999-1020).

His work was conceived as a memorial to Iran’s glorious past at a time when its memory was in danger of disappearing for good under the
twin assaults of Arabic and Islamic culture and the political dominion of the Turks.

It has since been used by many subsequent regimes, both imperial and provincial, to assert their proper place in the political traditions of
the country, and for dynastic legitimization.

One of the chief ways in which the text could be appropriated, along with the ethical messages it conveys, especially concerning just king-
ship and the ordering of society, was by commissioning illustrated manuscript copies of the poem. This started at least in the middle of the
Mongol period, with the earliest known illustrated texts dating from circa 1300.

The production of illustrated copies continued into the late 19th century, when lithographic printing slowly replaced the creation of manu-
scripts. The Shahnameh encapsulates and expresses, as no other work of Persian literature is able to, the Iranians’ view of themselves and
their traditional cultural and political values.
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