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Had an accident? NOT YOUR FAULT?
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We can provide:

A replacement car/minicab Ministry of
Repair or total loss value of your car JUST]CE
Personal injury compensation

Loss of earning

Protection of no claim bonus
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HOMAY & MASTAN
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B CA 55 EEM

CA 55 EEM ( Casseem) £6000

BO 55 OK (Boss Ok) £5000 O&.

BO 55 ASK ( Boss Ask) £4000 O Q,'
BD 55 MEE ( Boss Mee) £4000
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Tel: 078 5973 6500
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Mr Sandwich!

Do you have previous experience
in the catering trade?
Mr Sandwich is now being
offered as a franchise business
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24/7 Mini Cab Service &
Airport Transport

PARK ROYAL CARS

9 N (Il g g
aslu Y alag ¥ Sl
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\\\\‘\_J-.

b AT
VIR AT T vom—
—

( PCO registerd driver required )

Ealing to Heathrow £18
Kensington to Heathrow £22

-' ‘ 020 8998 1818 - 020 8998 9898 Central London to Heathrow £28

www.parkroyalcars.co.uk
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Bageri Will Miss Qualifiers

Compiled by : Alireza Ghadrdoust Nakhchi

Iran will play without the legendary captain Karim Bagqeri for three crucial World Cup qualifiers in June.

The Persepolis midfielder was left out of the squad by Afshin Qotbi on Saturday after a meeting with player held in the
national team training camp, Persian Football wrote.

The Former Charlton Athletic player who is currently sidelined with injury has missed Iran’s first two block of prepara-
tion in Tehran and will remain unavailable
for the rest of the qualifiers. The return of
Bageri to the Team Melli will however be
reconsidered after the end of the qualifica-
tion campaign.

The 35-year-old, who was called up to the
national team in 2008 after his early retire-
ment in 2001, has 85 caps and scored 51
goals for Team Melli.

Qotbi’s Press Conference

Meanwhile, Afshin Qotbi in a press confer-
ence held at National Olympic Academy in
Tehran on Sunday said that he has plans for
each second of training sessions.

The second block of trainings started on
Saturday. The 4S-year old Iranian-Ameri-
can said, “We have 24 players in the train-

ings but only 18 players will accompany us in the game against Indonesia on Tuesday."

Following the cancellation of the Intercontinental Cup in Malaysia, the Indonesian Football Association (PSSI) has ar-
ranged for the team which is being led by Uruguayan Cesar Payovich to play two matches in Tehran.

He hopes that the 100,000-seat Tehran’s gigantic Azadi Stadium will be full in the match against Indonesia.

According to ISNA, Qotbi also thanked for Iran’s Football federation (IFF) support and said, “Almost every part of the
football has supported me and the national squad.”

Referring to the three key qualifiers, Team Melli’s head coach said, “Iran’s football is in a vey crucial time.*

Iran faces an uphill struggle to secure a place at the 2010 World Cup, with two away matches in South and North Korea,
and a home match against the United Arab Emirates to come. It is currently in fourth place in Asian qualifying group two.
Qotbi is counting on his knowledge of Korean football to give his new charges an advantage when they take on the North
in their next game.

South Korea tops the group with 11 points from five games, followed by their northern neighbor on 10 points from six
games, with Saudi Arabia in third, also on 10 points from six games.

Iran has six points from five games, having recorded only one win and three draws.

Asia has four automatic qualifying berths, with the third-placed teams in the two final qualifying groups playing against
each other for the right to take on Oceania zone victor New Zealand for a place in the finals.

Iran has appeared in the 1978, 1998 and 2006 world cups. Their best result in the competition was in France 98, when
they beat the United States by two goals to one in a group match.

The Iranian-American guided Persepolis to the Iranian Premier League (IPL) championship last year, turning him into
an instant celebrity in football-mad Iran.

Iran soccer squad to use presidential plane

“We have to return to Tehran immediately after our match against North Korea because we will meet the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) four days later. That's why we asked the president to let U.S. use the presidential plane,” Ali Kafashian, the
Iranian Football Federation (IFF) chairman said in an interview with Etemad Meli newspaper on Monday.

Iran’s next World Cup qualifier will be an away game against North Korea which is scheduled to be held on June 6. Iran
managed to defeat the Korean outfit 2-1 in their previous match in the group, held in Tehran.

According to the newly appointed Iranian coach Afshin Qotbi, Iranian players need a boost in spirit rather than a change
in technique and tactic in the short time remaining before Iran's June 6 match against North Korea.

“What we need right now is to transfer positive energy to both players and fans. It is more a matter of heart and willing-
ness, and the next matches must therefore be won first outside and then inside the field,” Qotbi said on April 30.

The Iranian squad faces an uphill struggle to secure a place at the World Cup, with two away matches in South and North
Korea and a home match with the UAE to come.

Asia has four automatic qualifying berths, with the third-placed teams in the two final qualifying groups playing off against
each other for the right to take on Oceania zone victors New Zealand for a place in the finals.

Powerhouse Iran is in Group B of the 2010 World Cup qualifiers, along with Saudi Arabia, South Korea, the UAE and
North Korea.

South Korea leads the group on 11 points, one point ahead of North Korea and Saudi Arabia. Iran is placed fourth with
six points, while the UAE is at the bottom of the group with just one point.

Five—star Iran
crushes Indonesia

Iran football team claimed a convincing victory over In-
donesia in a friendly game held in Karaj at the Enghelab
Stadium. Afshin Ghotbi, whose team is getting prepared to
play a must-win game against North Korea in Pyongyang
on June 6, beat Indonesian team S-0.

Indonesia’s defender scores an own goal in the 20th
minute. Ferydoon Zandi scored a brace in the 54th and
89th minutes. Arash Borhani (67) and Mohammad-Reza
Khalatbari (72) scored other goals to seal a convincing
victory in the warm-up match.

Iran is fourth in the 2010 World Cup qualifiers in Group
Two with six points. South Korea tops the pool with 11
points from five games, followed by its northern neighbor
with 10 points from six games, with Saudi Arabia in third,
also with 10 points from six games

Iran reaches World
Cup Volleyball
qualifying final round

Iran eased past Pakistan in the second round of the 2010
FIVB World Men’s Volleyball Championship Qualifiers
Group D on Tuesday. Iran thrashed Pakistan, under the

73
L, j

leadership of the Iranian coach Ali-Reza Moameri, 3-0
(25-20, 25-22, 25-18) at the Azadi Volleyball Hall. Iran
had defeated Oman in its opening, while Pakistan had lost
to India 3-2. On the third day of the competition (Wednes-
day), Iran takes on India, and Pakistan faces Oman.

The top two teams from this group will qualify for the
third and final round. Oman is the fourth team competing
in the event

Iran weightlifters win Youth
Championships

The Iranian national weightlifting squad has won the title
at the first Youth World Championships held in Chiang
Mai, Thailand. Iran came first on Sunday after earning
three golds, seven silvers and four bronze medals and gain-
ing 543 points. “The Iranian youth have proved themselves
to the world,” said Hossein Rezazadeh, the manager of the
Iranian weightlifting teams. Russia stood in the second
place of the event with 534 points while China came third
with 504. The breakthrough helped Iran win two berths at
the First Youth Olympic Games to be held in Singapore in
August 2010. Some 1,000 athletes and staff from 49 coun-
tries took part in the first Youth World Championships
May 19-24.
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Teymourian in
Blackburn Talks

Fulham’s Andranik Teymourian has claimed that several Eng-
lish Premier League clubs including Blackburn Rovers are
interested in signing
him.

The  26-year-old,
who has recently
returned to Fulham
following his three-
month loan spell
at Barnsley where
he had 11 appear-
ances, revealed that
he could be on the
move again this year.
“I have offers from
several English and
German teams, but
I would like to join a
team where I will be
included in the main
squad, The Ira-
nian told Fars News

Agency.

“The most serious offer is coming from Blackburn. Their
manager [Sam Allardyce] believes in my game and I might
join them if my manager reaches an agreement with the club
he added.

“At the moment I am focused on the upcoming three World
Cup qualifiers. After this, I can make a decision with regards
to my club.”

Soccer Friendly
With US

Iran Football Federation (IFF) has received a request from
the United States Football Federation to hold a friendly be-
tween the two national teams in Tehran.

The US Football Federation sent the invitation for October
or November at Tehran’s Azadi Stadium. Iran has taken the
offer into considerations, however, has not responded yet,
Presstv wrote.

“Since Iran is in a battle for World Cup, the offer needs more
studies,” head of Iran’s Football Federation Ali Kafashian told
Fars News Agency.

“This issue is being studied at the moment and the federa-
tion will respond after examining all the details,” Kaffashian
added.

The US and Iran played as a part of the World Cup in 1998 in
France. Iran defeated the United States 2-1 in a thrilling en-
counter.

Iran, who is in danger of failing to qualify for the FIFA World
Cup 2010, is looking for friendly games to prepare for the fi-
nal three qualification matches.

Persepolis On Top

Mohsen Khalili’s solo goal was enough for Persepolis to stand on top of the Group B of Asian Champions League.

In the Match Day 6 of 2009 Asian Football Confederation Champions League (ACL), Persepolis defeated Al-
Shabab 1-0 at Tehran’s Azadi Stadium on Wednesday.

According to Fars News Agency, Persepolis which had already booked its place to the knock out stage of the tour-
nament showed a good performance.In the 46th minute of the game Tehran-based club striker netted the only
goal of the game.Persepolis collected 7 points to qualify to the elimination round as the first team.

Fair Result

Al-Jazira Coach Abel Braga and Esteqlal coach Amir Qal’enoei felt the 2-2 draw on Tuesday was a fair result with
the two sides already unable to progress to the second round of the 2008 Asian Football Confederation Champi-
ons League. The Iranian champion came back from two goals down to return with a point and deny Al-Jazira a first
win in the tournament in the last Group C match that did not have any bearing on the result after Saudi champion
Al-Ittihad and Umm Salal of Qatar had already progressed into the last 16, Afc.com said.

“We tried out our reserve players and they did a good job for us,” said Braga.

“The experience will do alot of good to those who got an opportunity to play in their first international match and
these are some of the positive points we can take forward.

“Ithink the 2-2 draw was a fair result. Esteqlal has taller players and they used long balls proficiently. We did well to
score two goals with a line up that was playing for the first time as a team. So I can’t be disappointed.”

“We tried to be offensive for a home game and we succeeded with two goals. We created a few chances in the first
half but Esteqlal didn’t give up. They are a very strong and experienced team. So it was a good result for my young
team.” Ali Ahmed opened the scoring in the 49th minute of the match and the substitute Mohsin Al-Meharram
doubled the lead in the 70th.

Esteglal reduced the deficit when Frahad Majidi’s rocket from 30 yards deflected off Ali Alizadeh 11 minutes from
time and Hadi Shakouri struck the equalizer six minutes later to level the scores.

“My players didn’t give up until the end and they were rewarded for that,” said Qal’enoei.

“We were a bit unlucky in the entire tournament. We had three or four scoring opportunities before Al-Jazira’s
goal.” “The humid weather was against us. It was very hard for my players after a hard season to play well. They
didn’t have much motivation, yet they played to restore Esteqlal’s pride as the Iranian league champion.

First Victory Under Qotbi

Iran won its first match under new national team coach Afshin Qotbi, defeating Iran’s Olympic team side in a test
match on Friday, which was held behind closed doors.

According to Persian Football, the match, consisting of three periods of 30 minutes length, ended with a 3-0 vic-
tory for Team Melli, which is still missing several players, including all legionnaires but Andranik Teymourian, due
to club duties and injuries.Mohsen Khalili brought the national team in front in the first period and after a goalless
second interval, Ali Karimi and Mohmmad-Reza Khalatbari increased the lead in the final period.

Meanwhile Sattar Zare’ was allowed to leave the national team’s training camp and fly home due to personal rea-
sons. Goalkeeper Mohammad Mohammadi had been earlier released on mutual agreement, for the same reasons.
It is unclear yet if both will rejoin the squad at a later stage.Iran’s national team is preparing for three crucial World
Cup qualifiers between June 6th and June 17th.
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HISTORY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF

BROADCASTING IN IRAN

(Part 25)

Written by: Dr. Bijan Kimiachi
bijankimiachi@hotmail.com

THE ADVENT AND
DEVELOPMENT OF RADIO IN IRAN

Radio Esfehan was established in 1949. Although in the
beginning the station did not have adequate facilities,
but currently this station is among the best equipped
radio stations in the country. Its 10-kilowatt transmit-
ter is favorably located to provide coverage not only for
the city of Esfehan but for some neighboring cities as
well. In addition to its regular twenty four hours of AM
broadcasting, Radio Esfehan also broadcast on the FM
band eleven hours gaily.

Among NIRT’s plans for expansion is the installation of
two 100-kilowatt transmitters for Radio Esfehan.

Radio Mashhad was established and began its operation
in 1949 with a 10-kilowatt transmitter. Currently, Ra-
dio Mashhad with its fully equipped studios and techni-
cal facilities is broadcasting about nine hours daily.
Since Mashhad is a religious city the programs of this
station are carefully produced. Also, the programs that
are received from Tehran are carefully selected for the
local listeners.

NIRT has installed two 100-kilowatt transmitters to
boost the power of the operation.

Radio Sanandaj began broadcasting in 1952. This sta-
tion has alO-kilowatt transmitter. Radio Sanandaj re-
ceives its programs from Tehran and rebroadcasts them
in addition to five and half hours of locally produced
programs.

The local productions are in Farsi and Kurdish. There is
also a 1-kilowatt transmitter in reserve.
Radio Ahvaz was established in 1952. It began its regu-
lar broadcasting from a moderately small building. Cur-
rently, Radio Ahvaz has a 100-kilowatt transmitter for
Program I which is received from Tehran. In addition,
Radio Ahvaz has at its disposal a powerful 800-kilowatt
transmitter for foreign broadcasting.
The programs of Radio Ahvaz are in Farsi and Arabic
and are received in Ahvaz and neighboring countries.
Due to its important location Radio Ahvaz has a 10-kil-
owatt transmitter in reserve.

To be countinued

Khatamkaris Artistic Heritage

Khatamkari is one of the Persian arts of marquetry wherein the surface of wooden or metallic articles is decorated with pieces
of wood, bone and metal cut in a variety of shapes and
designs.

Materials used in this craft can be gold, silver, brass, alu-
minum and twisted wire. Various types of inlaid articles
and their quality are known by the size and geometrical
designs. Smaller pieces result in a higher value of the art-
work.

This craft consists in the production of incrustation pat-
terns (generally star-shaped), with thin sticks of wood
(ebony, teak, ziziphus, orange, rose), brass (for golden
parts), camel bones (white parts). Ivory, gold or silver
can also be used for collection objects. These sticks are
assembled in triangular beams, assembled and glued in
a strict order to create a geometrical motif such as a six-
branch star included in a hexagon.

At times, cylinders are cut into shorter cylinders and
then compressed and dried between two wooden plates,

before being sliced for the last time, in 1 mm wide
tranches. These sections are ready to be plated and glued
on the object to be decorated, before lacquer finishing.
The tranche can also be softened through heating in order to wrap around objects. Many objects can be decorated in this
fashion, including jewelry boxes, chessboards, pipes, desks, frames or musical instruments.

Design and Usage
Marquetry designing is highly elaborate. In each cubic centimeter of space, up to approximately 250 pieces of metal, bone,
ivory and wood are laid side by side. This art, to some extent, has existed in Iran from long ago.

Inlaid articles in the Safavid era took on a special significance, as artists used this art on doors, windows, mirror frames, Qur’an
boxes, pen and penholders, lanterns and tombs.

The ornamentation of the doors of holy places pre-
dominantly consists of inlaid motifs. These specimens
can be observed in the cities of Mahshad, Qom, Shiraz
and Rey. In the Safavid era, the art of marquetry flour-
ished in the southern cities of Iran, especially in Isfahan,
Shiraz and Kerman.

An inlaid desk, which is one of the definitive mas-
terpieces of this art, was awarded the first prize and a
gold medal in an art exposition in Brussels recently.
This desk is now preserved in the National Museum of
Washington. Also, in some royal buildings, doors and
various items have been inlaid. The inlaid-ornamented
rooms in Sadabad and Marble Palace in Tehran are
among masterpieces of this art.

In Safavid era, khatamkari was so popular in the court
that princes learned this technique alongside the art

of music or painting. In the 18th and 19th centuries,

khatamkari declined, before being stimulated under the

reign of Reza Shah, with the creation of art schools in Tehran, Isfahan and Shiraz.

Incorporating techniques from China and improving it with Persian know-how;, this craft existed for more than 700 years and
is still practiced in Shiraz and Isfahan.

Current Status

Currently, this art is being practiced in Isfahan, Shiraz and Tehran. Inlay masters, preserving the nobility of their art, have
brought forth great innovations in this fine art.

Woodcarving is one of the outstanding Iranian arts, which require dexterity and artistic skills. It provides wood, ivory or bone
in simple or complex shapes for use in khatamkari.

Excellent specimens can be found in historical mosques, palaces and buildings. Some of the Iranian inlaid works are pre-
served in museums at home or abroad.

Images of leaves, flowers, birds and animals predominate.

Latticed woodwork, which developed later into an exquisite art, is also manually made by craftsmen. Old latticed doors and
windows of Iran are famous.

Among other artworks, sudorific inlaid work can be mentioned. In this kind of inlaid work, the artist strictly avoids protru-
sions on the wood surface. The images carved on natural wood of various colors are finely inlaid. After the application of a
fine finish, an even surface is produced. The art of inlaid and sudorific woodwork is supported by Iran’s Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization. These arts are also practiced in private workshops.

Khatamkari is part of Iran’s artistic heritage. Official support can help preserve this heritage for future generations.
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Chaumont awards
Iranian graphic designers

Two Iranian artists have been awarded at the 20th edition of the Chaumont
International Poster & Graphic Design Festival in France.

Golnaz Esmaili topped the event's "Workshops' section in a competition
against 550 participants from around the world.

Brazil's Kenzo Mayama came second, while Germany's Marcus Mrugalla and
France's Olivier Dassance won third prize.

Iran's Samira Adilipour received the third prize of the event's 'Student Com-
petition' section along with Portugal's Ania Goncalves and France's Clarisse
Boursain.

Some 11 Iranian artists participated in the 16th 'Students, All to Chaumont'
competition-exhibition, presenting posters on the theme of 'being 20'.

The works will be displayed during the festival after being selected by a pre-
selection Jury made up of French and international graphic designers.

An increasing number of students, professionals and the public visit the
Chaumont festival every year to discover the best in contemporary French
and international graphic design.

The 2009 International Poster & Graphic Design Festival of Chaumont which
kicked off on May 16 will run until June 14.

Italy certifies Kiarostami’s Copy

The Tuscany Film Commission in Cannes is sponsoring Iranian filmmaker
Abbas Kiarostami's latest production Cer-
tified Copy.

Starring the Academy Award winning
French actress Juliette Binoche and co-
produced by MK2 and Italy's Angelo
Barbagallo, the film will receive a USD
600,000 financial support.

Certified Copy is Kiarostami's first film to
be shot outside Iran and recounts a love
story set in the Chianti countryside.

The film will start shooting on June 8§,
2009 and it will be in French with parts of it in English.

The Tuscany Film Commission unveiled its new film funding program that
will provide USD 12 million over the next two years for feature-length films,
TV movies and documentaries shot in the region.

It offers up to USD 600,000 to directors that shoot at least 50% of their works
in Tuscany. First-time directors receive a maximum of USD 270,000 and
smaller amounts are available for documentary screenplay development.
Chris Weitz's New Moon, Giorgio Serafini's Il Falco e la Colomba and An-
tonello Grimaldi's Il Mostro are also among the films committed to shooting
in Tuscany this year.

Iran observes
Omar Khayyam day

Iran marks the 961st birthday anniversary and national day of an eminent Persian poet, astronomer and
mathematician, Khayyam of Neyshabur.

Iranian cultural officials are holding ceremonies today in Khayyam’s hometown Neyshabour, located in
the northeastern province of Khorasan Razavi that honor the Persian poet.

The traditional music of Khorasan and recital of several of Khayyam’s masterpieces are among the events
planned.

Born in Iran’s northeastern city of Neyshabur, May 18, 1048, Khayyam is recognized worldwide as one
of the most wildly acclaimed Persian poets and astronomers.

He is best known for his poetry and his quatrains, known as The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, which
was popularized among other nations by Edward Marlborough Fitzgerald’s liberal translation in 1859.
A copy of this work is said to have gone down in the tragedy of the Titanic on its way to New York pub-
lication.

Khayyam’s fame as a poet has caused some to ignore his scientific achievements, which are significant.
His contributions to mathematical include his Treatise on Demonstration of Problems of Algebra,
which gives a geometric method for solving cubic equations by allowing a hyperbola to intersect a circle.
Khayyam also was the chief contributor to the Jalali calendar, an ancestor of the current Iranian calendar.
It is believed to have been introduced on 15 March, 1079 by Seljuk Sultan Jalal al-Din Malik Shah I,
based on Khayyam’s recommendations.

Being a solar calendar, the Jalali calendar calculates the year to be 365.242198 days, while scientists
today calculate a year to be 365.242190 days. To this day, Khayyam’s calendar remains to be one of the
world’s most accurate calendars.

The Jalali calendric measurement has only a one-hour error every 5,500 years, whereas the Gregorian
calendar adopted in Europe in the 16th century has a 1-day error every 3,330 years, but is easier to cal-
culate.

A quatrain by Khayyam, as rendered into English by Edward Fitzgerald, reads as follows:

When once you hear the roses are in bloom,

Then is the time, my love, to pour the wine,

Houris and palaces and Heaven and Hell,

These are but fairy-tales, forget them all

Drink wine, for long you'll sleep beneath the soil,

Without companion, lover, friend or mate,

But keep this sorry secret to yourself:

The withered tulip never blooms again..

A special ceremony entitled From Tous to Neyshabour is also scheduled to be held today to commemo-
rate the magnificence of both Ferdowsi and Khayyam, who were born in the same province.
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Old Iranian Melodies Festival
may boost cultural tourism

The managing director of Iran’s Music House said that the Old Iranian Melodies Festival
could boost cultural tourism in the country.

“Having a variety of different cultures is one of attractions of the East, particularly Iran,”
said Mohammad Sarir on Sunday in press release published by the Public Relations Office
of the festival.

“The variety is very important for tourists and can be used as a factor to develop cultural
tourism in the country,” he added.

The first edition of the Old Iranian Melodies Festival, sponsored by the Ganjnameh Tour-
ism-Cultural Complex, is scheduled to be held from June 30 to July 3 at the Ganjnameh
ancient site in Hamedan.

“Folk music of every society is a part of its national identity and due to this fact, the Gan-
jnameh Tourism-Cultural Complex has invested in this field,” Sarir said.

A wide repertoire of songs will be performed during the event by six bands from the re-
gions of Lorestan, Bushehr, Kermanshah, Fars, and Azarbaijan.

“Fortunately, the entries have brilliant backgrounds and can impress the audiences with
their performances, which will inspire a certain amount of nostalgia,” Sarir stated.
Located five kilometers southwest of Hamedan, the Ganjnameh site is home to an ancient
inscription, which has been carved in two sections on a granite rock of the Alvand Moun-
tain. The inscription on the left of the rock was created during the reign of Darius I (521-
485 BC) and the one on the right was ordered by Xerxes I (486-465 BC).

Both sections, which have been written in cuneiform in the three ancient languages of Old
Persian, Neo-Babylonian and Neo-Elamite, start with praise of Ahura Mazda and describe
the lineage and deeds of the Achaemenid kings

“Whisper” portrays
director’s spirit

The award winning director of “Whisper with the Wind”, Shahram Alidi

told Mehr News agency that despite its theme this movie portrays his soft and tender spir-
it. “Whisper with the Wind” was produced by an Iranian crew in the Kurdistan region of
Iraq. The movie was an entry in the In-
ternational Critics’ Week section of the
62nd Cannes Film Festival and scooped
three awards.

“I made this movie as an Iranian film-
maker and the Kurdistan Ministry
of Culture agreed to underwrite the
project, but the film bears Iranian poeti-
cal views,” Alidi told MNA.

The central theme of the story dates
back to the time of Saddam Hussein’s
regime and the film had to be shot in the
Kurdistan region. Alidi said that several
reviews were written on the movie re-
garding it a film which depicts a beauti-
ful oriental image of death.

The awards handed to the film contained
the US$10,600 cash prize sponsored
by the Main Fund of Social Activities
(CCAS), awarded by the Association of Independent Cinema for Distribution (ACID).
Other awards included the Ofaj/TVS Monde prize, (VERY) Young Critic Award by a
jury of 32 French and German high school students and the Regarde Jeunes prize by a
jury of seven young film buffs. Alidi’s debut film is about a postman who has traveled
throughout the mountainous villages of the Iraqi Kurdistan region, delivering messages

for many years. One day, a partisan commander asks him to make a recording of his new-
born baby’s first cry. The postman sets off to find the army commander in the village but
learns that all the children in the area, as well as the commander’s pregnant wife, have been
evacuated to a far off valley. He sets off to find them. “Whisper with the Wind” has been
picked up for international sales by UMedia. Turaj Aslani is the film’s cinematographer.
Sound recording is by Asgahr Abgun and the soundtrack composed by Reza Delpak

Shajarian withdraws from
Bam Art Garden project

Mohammadreza Shajarian withdrew from the construction process of the Bam Art Garden
due to the problems created by the provincial officials.

In the letter submitted to the Persian service of ISNA, Shajarian explained his reasons stating

that he can not tolerate all the obstacles and the incorrect decisions of the officials, “It seems
that Bam provincial officials are unwilling to see me and my colleagues there.”

Shajarian initiated the project in the city after the devastating quake of December 2003. The
three-story complex will have a library, an amphitheater, a small garden, and several other
sections and will cover an area of 7000 square meters.

A part of the letter reads, “After the destructive quake, I personally felt the necessity to help
the devastated residents of Bam. Several of my friends and I initiated the idea with the people
of Bam. We believed that raising the spirit of people is of the first priority and also that art can
bring life back to them.

“We consulted others and decided to construct an art garden where artistic activities, re-
search, and education can take place. We were well aware that such a big project would re-
quire a group endeavor and therefore we consulted the artistic and cultural community for
discussion of the issue at the Iranian Artists Forum.

“The idea was also brought before the public and we asked for those who could help with the
ambitious project. I still remember how our citizens from across the country tried to help and
I still feel delight over this recollection.

“Our policy was to advance the project with people’s help and many including cinematic and
literary figures announced their readiness.

“We were thinking of accomplishing many social and cultural activities and construction of
the buildings was only the beginning. We did not intend to simply build a structure. My col-
leagues and I were planning to take the art and cultural potential of our society to the city of
Bam.

“After the primary stages, a reliable contractor was brought in, someone who has been work-
ing with us for years on various construction projects we carried out for helping people.
However, we were notified that provincial officials had replaced our contractor with another.
The new contractor then proceeded with several unrelated construction works without our
agreement.

“The case was followed closely here in Tehran and we discussed the issue with several offi-
cials. We reminded them several times that we are not construction in the construction busi-
ness and that they should remember that our project aims to carry out cultural and artistic
activities.

“Unfortunately, for reasons that we still don’t understand, our words went unheeded, and I
will never understand this much insistence on the use of a contractor whom we did not know.
“For months all our energy has been spent on the problems and obstacles rather than on
furthering the project, and now that provincial officials are no longer willing to see us about
the project, we feel it best to withdraw.

“What led us down this path was the love we felt toward people of Bam. I still remember their
pain and suffering, and I continue to remember at every time and opportunity. I told them I
still stand by my words and will take action again any time it would be required.”

Photo: Iranian traditional music vocalist Mohammadreza Shajarian takes shots of the dam-
age caused by the devastating quake of December 2003 during his visit to the Bam Citadel
in July 2005.
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We are a group of interested

individuals who would like to educate the
Iranian community about life in

the UK in order to help them integrate into
their new country of residence through
culture, art, entertainment,

articles and personal stories and also the
purpose of our weekly newspaper is to
promote the fascination of Iranian culture
by exposing the audience to rich

traditions in Persian celebrations, literature,
cinema, art, poetry, music, and etc.

In addition, we provide a common website
for more than 3 million Iranian profession-
als outside Iran. Persian weekly is a non-
political, non-religious newspaper that
encourages anyone who is interested in Per-
sian culture to contribute with the Persian
Weekly Newspaper. You can also contribute
through your article, opinion, photographs
and any other ideas you might have.
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Designers: Alireza Ryahi, A.Zarafshan

Writers: Dr Kimiachi, Dr Ara, Dr Nourozi

Website: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Email: info@persianweekly.co.uk
Address: Lord Business Centre

2 Floor Unit 20

665 North Circular Road

London NW2 7AX

Tel: 020 84537350

Fax: 020 8453 7351
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Avesta Iranian School

Print:
‘Web Print UK Ltd.

DON’T FORGET

Help to keep public area clean and tidy for everyone by
taking your copy of Persian Weekly Newspaper with you,
when you leave
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Qobadi Wins Cannes Special Prize

Iranian renowned director Bahman Qobadi has won the Cannes’ Un Certain Regard Special Jury Prize ’Ex-aequo.
According to ISNA, Qobadi received the prize for Nobody Knows about the Persian Cats’ that opened the Un Certain Regard section

on May 14.

The film is a story about Iran’s underground music and two young
Iranians who want to make a music band.

Un Certain Regard 2009 featured 20 films from 24 directors hailing
from 20 different countries.

Iranian director Shahram Alidi’s Kurdish drama "Whisper With the
Wind’ also won three awards at the 48th Critics’ Week at Cannes
this week.

The film scooped the $10,600 cash prize sponsored by the Main
Fund of Social Activities and awarded by the Association of Inde-
pendent Cinema for Distribution.

It also won the Ofaj/TVS Monde prize, awarded by a jury of 32
French and German high school students, and the Regarde Jeunes
prize, given by seven young film buffs.

Meanwhile, the Time magazine has announced the renowned Ira-
nian director Abbas Kiarostami’s "Taste of Cherry’ as one of the 10
top films in the International Cannes Film Festival history.

"Taste of Cherry” and the Japanese Shohei Imamura’s "The Eel’
shared the 1997 Cannes Golden Palm.

Michael Moore wants to
screen “About Elly” at
Traverse City Film Festival

Michael Moore wants to screen Iran's “About Elly” at the fim festival in his home
town in the U.S. state of Michigan.

Moore, who is the founder of the Traverse City Film Festival, has asked director
Asgahr Farhadi for permission to screen his movie “About Elly” at the 5th edition
of the event, which will run from July 28 to August 2.

“About Elly” recently won the top prize at the Tribeca Film Festival which was held
in April in Manhattan. It also captured a Silver Bear for director Farhadi at the 59th
Berlin film festival in February.

The award-winning movie will be heading to several other festivals including the
Seattle Film Festival, opening May 23, and Romania’s Transylvania International
Film Festival, opening in late May. It will also go on screen at the Sydney Film Fes-
tival in June.

“About Elly” tells the story of middle class Iranians whose trip to the Caspian Sea
turns into a tragedy as they try to uphold their social customs.

Shahab Hosseini, Golshifteh Farahani, Taraneh Alidusti, Merila Zarei, and Mani
Hagigi are the stars of the cast

Stolen copy of
Avicenna’s “Canon of
Medicine” recovered

A team of experts from the Hamedan Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Depart-

ment has verified the authenticity of the book,
Hamedan Cultural Heritage Guards com-
mander General Abbas Nazari told the Persian
service of CHN.

No further details have been released by the
Hamedan police, he said.

Hamedan Governor Ali-Akbar Famil-Karimi
also confirmed the report during a short inter-
view with the MNA and said that more details
will soon be announced in a press conference.
A rare copy of the book “The Canon of Medi-
cine” written by Avicenna, the Iranian physi-
cian and the most famous and influential of
the philosopher-scientists of Islam, was stolen
from a museum adjacent to his mausoleum in
Hamedan.

The report was announced last week by a jour-
nalist during a press conference attended by
the Hamedan Cultural, Tourism and Handi-
crafts Department Director Asadollah Bayat.
Bayat unavoidably confirmed the story after he
was asked about the accuracy of the report.
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 Qatar Airways
To Tehran

£300
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Emirates
To Tehran

£350

2 Including Tex and Charges

Qatar Airways
To Mashad

£340

Including Tax and Charges

Turkish Airlines
To Tehran &
abriz

39

| Including Tax and Charges |

bmi
To Tehran

£407

Including Tax and Charges

Iran Air
To Tehran

£383

Including Tax and Charges

From Manchester
Turllush Airllnres

ran
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Business Class
To Tehran

fr£989

Including Tax and Charges
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www.YouShouldTravel.com

Tel: 0207 724 8435

Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am till 6.00pm

(1T T £240  Erbilscrcceniee. E7BS
Bairut..... ... £325 BanaB....... £385 WE Wa nt YDU
g::::“"'ﬁ““"““"“"g:gg ::Tr:::‘m """""""" Egg e Urgently seeking staff member to join our team.
AMMIBN.. e £340 Darussalam........ E4B5 Must be GDS trained Please contact
Muscat.............£255 Addis Ababa......... £495 Abir on 0207 725 2277 or Abir@ikbplc.com
Istanbul.....ciinn E£135 LBgos....esins £460
Casablanca.......... EPO0B  Kuwaib......coiei .E£385 - STQFF REQU I H E D

‘;ﬁ, IKB Travel & Tours, 230 Edgware Fluad Lundﬂn Wea 10W E-mail: Travelinfo@|KBtravel.co.uk

IATA All Prices are from & subject to availability and change. e

6357955




