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Afamous verse by Sa,di adorns the entrance to the Hall of
Nations on the UN building in New York:

Of one Essence is the human race,

Thus has Creation put the base,

One Limb impacted is sufficient,

For all others to feel the Mace.
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Registration Number for Sale

B CA 55 EEM

CA 55 EEM ( Casseem) £6000
BO 55 OK (Boss Ok) £5000

BO 55 ASK ( Boss Ask) £4000
BD 55 MEE ( Boss Mee) £4000
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Telephone: +44 20 8202 1836
Mobile: +44 790 333 T498
Email: shahin nejadi@ hotmail.com
Appointments only.
(Evening & weekends available)
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Iran Will Defeat China

Iran has many capable players who are able to beat China in the FIBA Asia Championship, President of Iran
Basketball Federation Mahmoud Mashhoun said on Monday.
The 2009 FIBA Asia Championship will be held from August 6 to 16 in Tianjin, China. Meanwhile Yao Ming, the
three-time tournament’s MVDP, is in doubt for the event due to injury, Mehr News Agency wrote.

“If the Chinese are proud of Yao Ming, we are proud of all our team players. Iranian players are full of enthusiasm,
and we are optimistic about getting good results in the tournament,” Mashhoun said.

Tehran’s Entry Into VA

A large gathering of officials and guests attended the opening ceremony of Vision Iran Project Tehran.

Among the attendees was the deputy president of Iran Physical Education Organization (IPEO), as well as rep-
resentatives from Iran Football Federation (IFF).

According to Afc.com, Ali Kaffashian, President of the IFF, said, “Tehran is a special province in terms of the level
of football activity and the enthusiasm of the people for football.

“We hope that the Asian Football Confederation Vision Asia program will help us achieve new heights.”
Football development in Tehran will pose new challenges for the AFC Vision Asia team. With a population of 15
million and 31 districts, it is the largest project in Vision Asia.

Brendan Menton, AFC’s Vision Asia Director, made a presentation on football development under the Vision
Asia model, explaining the key principles and the importance of a sustained and integrated strategy for football
development.

“We have already heard about the passion and enthusiasm for football in Tehran. We want to utilize this enthusi-
asm to achieve rapid progress for football in the province under the Vision Iran Project,” said Menton.

He also welcomed the commitment of key stakeholders such as the Physical Education Organization and the
Ministry of Education to football development.

Persepolis Sets ACL Attendance Record

Persepolis’ Round of 16 clash with Bunyodkor smashed the Asian Champions League attendance record with
over 95,000 spectators going through Tehran’s Azadi Stadium turnstiles to watch the Iranian giant’s shocking 1-0
loss to the Uzbeks.

According to Afc.com, the total number of fans who
witnessed Persepolis’ elimination courtesy of a con-
tentious penalty from former World Player of the
Year Rivaldo was registered at 95,225, eclipsing the
previous record of 59,034 set in the second leg of
the 2007 AFC Champions League final when Urawa
Reds downed Iranian outfit Sepahan 2-0 at the Saita-
ma Stadium to seal a 3-1 aggregate triumph.
“Persepolis since its establishment in 1963 has been
driven by fans,” explains AFC’s Farsi Editor Shahin
Rahmani.

“A very large percentage of Iranian football fans iden-
tify themselves with either Persepolis or Esteqlal.”
“Unofficial estimates put Persepolis’s fan base at
around 25 million but it may be more.”

“It is not surprising that during these matches houses were packed. In fact, fans start queuing up to enter the
stadium hours before some key matches, or sleep around the stadium a night before as they did for the Persepolis-
Bunyodkar match,” said Rahmani.

Around 55,000 fans attended its 2009 ACL Group B meeting with Sharjah--which was ultimately cancelled fol-
lowing the withdrawal of the United Arab Emirates club--and 53,204 showed up to cheer the nine-time Iranian
champion to a 3-1 victory over Qatar’s Al-Gharafa.

Another match reeling in over 55,000 fans was between Pakhtakor and Persepolis at the Pakhtakor Stadium in
Tashkent in 2003.

The 2007 quarterfinal second leg between Saudi Arabia’s Al-Hilal and UAE side Al-Wahda was watched by over

53,000 fans.

Ashoubi Joins Persepolis

Kerman’s Mes midfielder Farzad Ashoubi rejoined Persepolis football team on Monday.

Ashoubi, who is accompanying Iran’s national team in China at the moment, agreed to join Persepolis with a two-
year contract, Mehr News Agency said.

Ashoubi was a Persepolis member during 2006/08 and inspired the team to win Iran’s Premier League champi-
onship after a five-year trophy drought.

Sepahan’s Jalal Akbari has also penned a contract with the Tehran-based team.

PERSIAN SPORT

Qotbi Calls for
Better Refereeing

Iran coach Afshin Qotbi has called on Chinese officials to be
impartial in their next 2010 World Cup qualifier, saying poor
officiating led to a 1-0 upset loss to hosts China on Monday.
Iran, warming up for this Saturday’s vital qualifier against
North Korea with a full-strength squad, was upset by Gao
Lin’s 47-minute goal at the Qinhuangdao Olympic Stadium,
the first loss to China in 15 years.

“The 1-0 result was unfair for us,” Qotbi told Reuters. “I hope
the referees from China will treat us better in our next match
in North Korea, not like today.”

Chinese officials are scheduled to oversee the North Korea-
Iran match in Pyongyang, which the visitor has to win to pre-
vent elimination.

Iran faces an uphill struggle to secure a place at the 2010 World
Cup, with two away matches in South and North Korea, and a
home match with the United Arab Emirates to come. It is cur-
rently in fourth place in Asian qualifying group two.

Qotbi is counting on his knowledge of Korean football to give
his new charges an advantage when they take on North Korea
in their next game.

South Korea tops the group with 11 points from five games,
followed by their northern neighbor on 10 points from six
games, with Saudi Arabia in third, also on 10 points from six
games.

Iran has six points from five games, having recorded only one
win and three draws.

Asia has four automatic qualifying berths, with the third-
placed teams in the two final qualifying groups playing against
each other for the right to take on Oceania zone victor New
Zealand for a place in the finals.

Iran has appeared in the 1978, 1998 and 2006 world cups.
Their best result in the competition was in France 98, when
they beat the United States by two goals to one in a group
match.

The Iranian-American guided Persepolis to the Iranian Pre-
mier League championship last year, turning him into an in-
stant celebrity in football-mad Iran.
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Italy’s IsIAO seeking new methods
for restoration of Persepolis

The Italian Institute for Africa and Orient (IsIAO) is currently
carrying out a series of comprehensive studies to find new meth-
ods for restoration projects at Iran’s most important, ancient site,
Persepolis.

The research project is based on a contract signed between IsSIAO
and Iran’s Parsa and Pasargadae Foundation, Persepolis Execu-
tive Manager Maziar Kazemi told the Persian service of CHN on
Monday.

“Over the past eight years, the restoration projects, except in some
cases of emergency, have been halted on the Persepolis stone
monuments due to the outdated methods used for these pur-
poses,” he said. “Thus, an IsSIAO team has been assigned to find
new methods for restoration of the Persepolis stone monuments,”
he added. The team has scrutinized previous restorations on the
Gates of All Nations during their latest visit to Persepolis.

“At the present, Persepolis is not in a critical condition requiring

immediate action, so we can wait for the team to complete its studies,” Kazemi noted. ISIAO was established in 1995 as the result of the
merging of Istituto Italiano per il Medio ed Estremo Oriente -- IsSMEO (Italian Institute for Middle and Far East) with the Italo-African
Institute -- ITA. The institute is active in the field of cultural promotion aimed at fostering fruitful relations between Italy and the countries
of Africa and Asia. ISMEO had conducted many restoration and excavation projects at Pasargadae and Persepolis before the victory of the
Islamic Revolution. Photo: The Gate of All Nations at Persepolis has been restored several times over the past few decades.

Zarrinkub’s book on Rumi
to be published in U.S.

The English version of Abdolhossein Zarrinkub’s “Step by Step to a Meeting with
God” will be released in the United States in the near future.

Translated by Majdeddin Keyvani in simple language, the book is about the life and
ideas of Rumi.

“I am sure that Zarrinkub’s
books will be warmly wel-
comed by readers in other las =85 13 als als
countries around the world,” e
Iranian scholar and widow
of Zarrinkub, Qamar Aryan
told the Persian Service of
Fars News Agency.

“The book is being pub-
lished as a result of the in-
terest aroused in Western
countries toward Rumi in re-
cent years. I believe that the
translations of Rumi’s book
should be published to pro-
vide some social and cultural
background in other socie-
ties”, she added.
Abdolhossein Zarrinkub
(1923-1999) was a promi-
nent scholar of Iranian lit-
erature, history of literature,
Persian culture and history.
He was born on March 19,
1923 in Borujerd, Iran and received his PhD from the University of Tehran in 1955
under the supervision of Badiozzaman Forouzanfar. He held faculty positions at
prestigious universities such as Oxford University, Sorbonne, and Princeton Uni-
versity, among many others.

Due to his pioneering work on Iranian literature, literary criticism and comparative
literature, he is considered as the father of modern Persian literature.

National libraries
of Iran and France
sign MOU

Iran National Library and Archive (INLA) and the
National Library of France signed a Memorandum
of Understanding for further cooperation here on
Sunday.

The president of the National Library of France
Bruno Racine and INLA director Ali-Akbar Ash’ari
signed an agreement to boost their academic ties
during a ceremony.

At the ceremony, Ash’ari said that the two libraries
have much cultural potential which can be devel-
oped by means of their relationships. The specifics
of cooperation between two libraries will be dis-
cussed in his future journey to Paris.

The two libraries can hold meetings, allowing ex-
perts and professionals to exchange experiences,
and also hold book fairs or collaborate on joint
projects, Racine mentioned.

“We have a program at our library each month dur-
ing which we introduce one manuscript to visitors.
As Iran is a rich source for historical manuscripts,
we stand ready to hold programs to introduce Per-
sian manuscripts as well,” he mentioned.

He also explained about the Accessible Registries
of Rights information and Orphan Works (AR-
ROW) which began in March 2008 in European
countries to digitalize all resources in their librar-
ies.

Ahmadinejad
attacks
Hashemi,
Khatami

Incumbent Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad has focused his attacks on
former presidents Mohammad Khatami

and Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani.

During a televised debate with his rival
Mir Hossein Mousavi, President Ah-
madinejad accused the two Iranian fig-
ures of masterminding a plot to push him
out of power.

He underlined what he believed were
examples of mismanagement and corrup-
tion during the two president's adminis-
trations.

Mousavi in response attacked Ahmadine-
jad for accusing the people who did not
have a representative in the debate, saying
the tactic was adopted by the incumbent
President because Ahmadinejad had not
found anything against him.

Mousavi also slammed Ahmadinejad for
ignoring the legal principle of the pre-
sumption of innocence through accusing
those who were not convicted in a court.
Elsewhere, he touched on the issue of Ali
Kordan, the former interior minister who
was impeached by the Parliament (Ma-
jlis) over his fake academic degree and
said Ahmadinejad still supported him.

Ahmadinejad said many officials under
Rafsanjani and Khatami acquired fake
academic degrees and his support had
nothing to do with Kordan's degree.

He also accused Zahra Rahnavard,
Mousavi's wife of studying in universities
while she was a government employee to
receive two masters degrees and obtain-
ing her doctorate without an entrance
exam.

Mousavi, however, said Rahnavard had
studied for ten years to receive a doctorate
and hit back at Ahmadinejad for adopting
"an immoral strategy" by his move.

Iran's presidential election will be held
on June 12. President Ahmadinejad,
Mousavi, former parliament speaker
Mahdi Karoudi and Secretary of Iran's
Expediency Council Mohsen Rezaei are
the candidates.
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IRANICA

HISTORY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF

BROADCASTING IN IRAN

(Part 26)

Written by: Dr. Bijan Kimiachi
bijankimiachi@hotmail.com

THE ADVENT AND
DEVELOPMENT OF RADIO IN IRAN

Radio Rasht was established in 1957. With its 100-kil-
owatt transmitter Radio Rasht currently is among the
best equipped radio stations in the country. Radio
Rasht is able to produce eighteen different programs
and broadcast nineteen hours daily. Radio Rasht has a
large number of listeners and covers a vast area in the
north of the country.

For over eleven years Radio Rezayeh re-transmitted the
programs that were received from Tehran by installing
loudspeakers in different locations of the city in public
places. In 1959 Radio Rezayeh began its own program-
ming with a 500-kilowatt transmitter. Today Radio Re-
zayeh broadcasts nineteen hours of programming daily.
Seven hours of program are produced locally in Farsi as
well as Azary, Kurdish, Northern Kurdish and the As-
syrian dialects.

Radio Shiraz was established in 1959 wit a 10-kilowatt
transmitter. This station is among the most active sta-
tions in the country. Radio Shiraz broadcasts twenty
four hours a day, thirteen hours of which are produced
locally. Among the locally produced programs are the
popular programs; “Gozargah-e-Aftab” (The Passage-
way of the Sun), “Shahr-e-Shab” (The City of Night)
and “Shab Zendeh Daran” (The Night Vigilantes). The
locally produce programs have drawn a large number of
listeners.

Every Friday a special program called “Shahr-e-Shab-e-
Adineh” (The City of the Nigh of Friday) which is most
popular among the listeners is broadcast. This program
is produced with the assistance of number of university
professors, writers and elites as well as poets and mu-
sicians. The topics concern national and international
cultural events.

NIRT has also installed two additional 400-kilowatt
transmitters in the Shiraz Broadcasting Center.

Radio Kermanshah began its broadcasting in 1959 with
a 400-kilowatt transmitter. In the beginning the station
only broadcasted three hours a week. Currently, Radio
Kermanshah with its 100-kilowatt transmitter is able to
broadcast over eight hours of programming every day.
Among its popular programs is “We and the Listeners”.
This program consists of a mixture of music, news and
talk on a variety of topics. The program is four hours
long and is aired live.  To be countinued

Rosewater Festival in Kashan

Every year, the city of Kashan and its neighborhood districts such as Qamsar, Niyasar and Barzook host hundreds of thou-

sands of tourists during the Rose and Rosewater Festival.

In this festival, which runs from May 17 to June 21, rosewater is extracted from the sweet-scented Mohammadi Rose, which
is indigenous to Iran.

Rosewater is the hydrosol portion of the distillate of rose petals. Rosewater, itself a byproduct of the production of rose oil
for use in perfume, is used to flavor food, as a compo-
nent in some cosmetic and medical preparations, and
for religious purposes throughout Europe and Asia,
IRIB wrote.

Kashan abounds with Mohammadi Rose, from which
high quality rosewater is extracted.

Every year, Kashan sends large amount of this rose-
water to the holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia as a
gift to wash the Kaba with it.

The light pink color Mohmmadi Rose used for this
purpose is named after Islam’s last messenger, Proph-
et Muhammad (PBUH), for its delightful fragrance.
When the flower picking season starts, every member
of the family pitches in by going to the garden every-

day. People come from far away to help these families.
Every pair of hand is needed desperately, as this job is
arace against time.

Flower picking starts at dawn everyday, when the dews are still on the roses, and continues till late morning. Early morning
flowers give the best quality rosewater.

When the time is running out toward the end of the season, flower picking is carried out in the evening as well, but the aroma
of the flowers picked at these hours is not ideal.

Distillation Process

Distillation of rosewater is carried out immediately after picking and is performed both traditionally and industrially, even
though the techniques are the same.

In homes, the owner uses between 2 to 10 pots for distillation, but in a factory the number of pots is much higher.

To distill rosewater, copper pots are used, each with a capacity of 120-150 liters, which are closed tightly with special lids in
the same way as a pressure cooker. The copper pots are placed on brick or clay stoves.

A maximum of 20 kilograms of rose petals is put into every pot that holds 80 liters of water, and the pots are made airtight.
Each pot is connected with an aluminum tube to a pitcher. These pitchers are placed in a pool of running cold water and are
weighed down with cast iron to keep them below the water, in a way that the rim of each pitcher is about 20 centimeters above
the water-level. Each pitcher can hold 30-40 liters of liquid.

When water boils in the pot, vapors gradually pass through the tubes into the pitchers and converts into rosewater upon
condensation.

This process takes between 4 and 18 hours and produces about 35 liters of rosewater. The slower the process of extraction,
the better the quality of rosewater. Fine rosewater is very fragrant and tastes a little bitter.
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Chaumont awards
Iranian graphic designers

Two Iranian artists have been awarded at the 20th edition of the Chaumont
International Poster & Graphic Design Festival in France.

Golnaz Esmaili topped the event's "Workshops' section in a competition
against 550 participants from around the world.

Brazil's Kenzo Mayama came second, while Germany's Marcus Mrugalla and
France's Olivier Dassance won third prize. Iran's Samira Adilipour received
the third prize of the event's 'Student Competition' section along with Portu-
gal's Ania Goncalves and France's Clarisse Boursain. Some 11 Iranian artists
participated in the 16th 'Students, All to Chaumont' competition-exhibition,
presenting posters on the theme of 'being 20".

The works will be displayed during the festival after being selected by a pre-
selection Jury made up of French and international graphic designers.

An increasing number of students, professionals and the public visit the
Chaumont festival every year to discover the best in contemporary French
and international graphic design.

The 2009 International Poster & Graphic Design Festival of Chaumont which
kicked off on May 16 will run until June 14.

Paris Exhibits Iranian Paintings

A painting exhibit by contemporary Iranian artists is underway in France as
part of the Iranian Spring 2009 Festival (Printemps Iranien 2009) in Paris.
Iraj Eskandari, Mohammad Ebrahim Ja'fari, Ahmad Vakili, Firouzeh Saberi,
Hassan Yaaghouti and Mahmoud Zanganeh are among the 27 painters pre-
senting their works at the event.Iran’s Cultural Office in Paris is holding the
Iranian Spring 2009 Festival from March 20 to June 20, ISNA reported.

The festival contains several sections such as cinema, music, photography,
painting, miniature and calligraphy.Majid Majidi’s "The Color of Paradise
Hassan Fat’hi’s "Marriage Iranian Style, and Shahriar Bahrani’s *Saint Mary’
are among the films to be shown at the festival.

Silk Road Institute Planned

Iran and Tajikistan have agreed to launch an institute named “Silk Road“ with
Afghanistan.
Deputy head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organiza-
tion, Hamid Baqaei, told CHTN that the decision was taken following nego-
tiations with Tajik officials.
“Preliminary steps have been taken in this regard,” he said.
The aim of launching the institute is to study and restore routes along the Silk
Road and introduce their potentials.

“There are unique historical and cultural cities along the Silk Road, which
must be introduced to people all over the world,” he said.

The Silk Road is an extensive, interconnected network of trade routes across
the Asian continent connecting East, South and West Asia to North Africa
and Europe.

The road was not only a conduit for trading in silk, but also many other prod-
ucts. They were important paths for the transfer of culture and know-how,
and linked merchants, pilgrims, missionaries, soldiers, nomads and urban
dwellers travelling through China, India, Persia and Mediterranean countries
for almost 3,000 years.

Persepolis Stair Smashed
During Restoration

A stair of the northern stairway of the Council Hall of Persepolis was smashed to pieces during a restora-

tion project last week.

The stair slipped from the mechanical crane and smashed into pieces, a source told Mehr News Agency
on condition of anonymity on Sunday.

“The stair cracked through its center and some fragments have broken into over 10 pieces,” the source
said, blaming the accident on the dearth of equipment and experts.

Many restoration experts believe that it is unprofessional to use a mechanical crane in the restoration of
ancient sites.

No official version of the incident has surfaced so far. If confirmed, the incident is tragic and those re-
sponsible should be held accountable.

In November 2008, an anonymous source accused the Parsa and Pasargadae Research Foundation of
damaging the authenticity of the Cyrus Tomb through an inept restoration project undertaken by the
foundation’s so-called experts in December.

New Methods

The Italian Institute for Africa and Orient (IsSIAO) is currently carrying out a series of comprehensive
studies to find new methods for restoration projects at Iran’s most important and ancient site, Persepolis.
“The research project is based on a contract signed between IsSIAO and Iran’s Parsa and Pasargadae
Foundation,” Persepolis Executive Manager Maziar Kazemi told the Persian service of CHN on Monday.
“Over the past eight years, the restoration projects, except in some cases of emergency, have been halted
on the Persepolis stone monuments due to the outdated methods used for these purposes. Thus, an
ISIAO team has been assigned to find new methods for restoration of the Persepolis stone monuments.”
The team has scrutinized previous restorations on the Gates of All Nations during their latest visit to
Persepolis.

“At present, Persepolis is not in a critical condition to require immediate action, so we can wait for the
team to complete its studies,” Kazemi noted.

IsIAO was established in 1995 following the merger of Istituto Italiano per il Medio ed Estremo Oriente
(IsMEO aka Italian Institute for Middle and Far East)--with the Italo-African Institute (IIA).

The institute is active in the field of cultural promotion and aims to foster fruitful relations between Italy
and African and Asian countries.

IsMEO had conducted restoration and excavation projects at Pasargad and Persepolis before the victory
of the Islamic Revolution in 1979.

To reach your Persian audience
talk to "Persian Weekly" first.
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IOM International Organization for Migration

London & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
Scotland: Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Streel, Glasgow G1 30X Tel. 0141 548 8116
Wales & South-West: 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 5HX Tel. 0117 907 4777
North-West: Regus Reception, 5th Floor, Horton House, Exchange Flags. Liverpool L2 3PF, Tel 0151 244 5641
Piccadilly House, 49 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2AP Tel. 0161 212 1463
MNorth-East: Citibase, Aspect Courl, 47 Park Squara East, Leeds LS1 2NL Tel. 0113 346 6010
Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Norfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham B5 4LJ Tel. 0121 633 5074

www.iomuk.org

“Achions coTinanced IOM is an , international organization. It is not part of the UK Government.
by Community Funds We will help you to return home only it you wish to do so.
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High seas search for Air
France jet continues

RIO DE JANEIRO (Reuters) -- Search planes scoured the dark waters of the Atlantic Ocean
early on Tuesday, looking for the remains of an Air France jetliner that disappeared in a severe
storm with 228 people on board.

The Airbus A330 went missing on a flight from Rio de Janeiro to Paris and French President
Nicolas Sarkozy said there was little chance of finding any survivors.

France and Brazil sent military aircraft and ships to try to find wreckage on high seas between
Brazil and West Africa.

Brazilian carrier TAM said the crew of one of its planes saw “bright spots” on the surface of the
ocean, but Brazil’s air force said a merchant ship in the area found no signs of burning debris
from the Air France jet.

“We will search all night long and keep going through dawn,” said Colonel Jorge Amaral of the
Brazilian air force. “We have to work as if it were possible to find survivors.”

If none are found, it would be the worst disaster in Air France’s 75-year history and the deadliest
since one of the company’s supersonic Concorde planes crashed in 2000.

Air France flight 447 left Brazil on Sunday night and lost contact with air traffic controllers in
the early hours of Monday morning.

It was carrying 216 passengers of 32 nationalities, including seven children and one baby, Air
France said. Sixty-one were French citizens, 58 Brazilian and 26 German. Twelve crew members
were also on board.

Tearful relatives in Paris and Rio were attended to by teams of psychologists.

One of the Brazilians on board was Pedro Luis de Orleans e Braganca, a direct descendant of
Dom Pedro II, the last emperor of Brazil, a spokesman for the royal family told Reuters.
Executives from French tire company Michelin, the Brazilian unit of German steelmaker Thys-
senKrupp, and Brazilian mining giant Vale were also among the passengers, said company of-
ficials and family members.

The Air France plane flew into turbulent storms four hours after taking off from Rio and 15
minutes later sent an automatic message reporting electrical faults, the airline said.

The company said a lightning strike could be to blame and that several of the mechanisms on
the Airbus 330-200, which has a good safety record, had malfunctioned.

But aviation experts said lightning strikes on planes were common and could not alone explain
a disaster. Sources with access to flight data sent to the World Meteorological Organization said
two Lufthansa jets passed through the same area of turbulence on Monday without incident.
Experts also said the plane could have suffered an electrical failure, effectively leaving the pilots
“blind” and making the plane more vulnerable in an area notorious for harsh weather.

Brazil’s air force, which last had contact with the plane at 1:33 GMT on Monday (9:33 p.m.
EDT on Sunday) when it was 565 km (350 miles) from Brazil’s coast, sent six jets to look for it
and the navy dispatched three ships to help. Aviation specialists said it could take a long time to
locate the black box.

France sent one of its air force planes from West Africa and several ships. It also asked the United
States to assist in locating the crash site using satellite data.

Air France said the plane, which was powered with General Electric engines, went into service
in April 200S. It last underwent maintenance in a hangar in April this year.

A Victory in Pakistan

In symbolic and strategic terms, the fall of Mingora on Saturday marks a potential
turning point for Pakistan, and perhaps for the fight against al Qaeda. Three weeks
after launching its counteroffensive against the Taliban, Pakistan's military took back
the largest city in the Swat Valley and is now
pushing further against insurgents in the unru-
ly tribal regions of that nuclear-armed country.

Army fights

Only weeks ago, the urgent question was

whether Pakistan's government and military i?;l:'l%l;nls sg:;:;ﬁgg
had the will to resist Taliban advances. Earlier Kashmir
this year, the army had ceded the scenicnorth- A FGH. Swat

west region in an ill-thought “peace accord” Dir NW Frontier
But the Taliban got greedy, soon expanding Ming.ura Province
from Swat into the neighboring Buner dis- Bunar

trict 60 miles from the capital Islamabad, and Peshawar

imposing its brutal form of Shariah law. The . i
global alarm bells that followed, particularly

in Washington, embarrassed the military and i PAKISTAN
government. : .1 £ ke
Pakistan's media and public are disenchanted & : S
with their leaders and have been prone to sym- " ! f ﬂl;;;.; MET
pathize with the bearded anti-American fight- - w%—i";ﬁ::jﬁ#ﬁh‘.fm

ers in the hills. But stories of Taliban behead-

ings and cellphone images of a public flogging

of a teenage girl in Swat brought the insurgency distressingly close to home. So did a
spate of suicide bombings in Islamabad and the cultural center of Lahore by followers
of Taliban leader Baitullah Mehsud. Pakistan authorities found themselves called to
act by their own people -- and pressed usefully by the Obama Administration.

The success in clearing Buner and Swat, all of which should be in government control
in days, shows the military can sustain this sort of campaign. Too often in the past,
Pakistan attacks on the Taliban were brief and half-hearted, and the military soon re-
turned its focus to the eastern border with India. This time the military didn't rely on
aerial bombing and instead put commandos on the ground. Though impossible to
verify, Pakistan claims more than 1,000 militants and 81 of its own soldiers have been
killed since the fighting began in early May.

The cost has been high, with an estimated three million refugees having fled the fron-
tier regions. The army also hasn't captured the senior Taliban leaders in Swat, and
many of those refugees won't return until the government assures them that they can
be protected. But the country seems to back the offensive. “The military feels it's in a
much better position to finish the job because it has public support,” General Athar
Abbas, a military spokesman, said.

The even better news is that Pakistanis say the army won't stop at Swat. Next should
come a push into lawless Waziristan and the other tribal regions that have become
terrorist sanctuaries for al Qaeda and other groups. This will be harder than Swat, be-
cause Pakistan's government has never been able to establish its writ over those north-
western frontier regions. But now, with the Taliban retreating, is the time to press the
advantage.

Blamed for the 2007 assassination of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and other
terrorist attacks, Mehsud and other Pakistani Taliban are enemies of the democratic
government. Washington will also want Pakistan to root out the Afghan Talibs who
launch attacks against Afghanistan from camps in Waziristan and around the south-
western city of Quetta. That means turning against Pakistan's erstwhile allies such as
Jalaluddin Haqqani, a prominent commander in the Afghan insurgency, and former
Taliban leader Mullah Omar. As long as they have sanctuary in Pakistan, Afghanistan
will never be peaceful.

This offensive may have spillover benefits for the U.S. campaign against al Qaeda.
The Taliban's advance has created an informal buffer around al Qaeda's sanctuaries
in the area, and its retreat could force some foreign jihadists to leave their safe havens.
Uprooted and on the move, they are more vulnerable to intelligence intercepts and
Predator strikes. The Obama Administration seems to have resisted panicky calls on
Capitol Hill to stop the Predator strikes lest they inflame public opinion in Pakistan.
Care about civilian casualties is important, but the Predators are the best weapon we
have in the mountainous border regions.

The fight ahead is filled with potential detours in Pakistan, which has a weak civilian
government, a fractious political class, and a military that worries more about India
than its own insurgency. But the news of the last few weeks is that Pakistan's establish-
ment and public have shown they are willing to fight back against radical Islamists who
have targeted Pakistan as much as they have America. Now is the time for Congress to
show its support by passing Mr. Obama’s request for military and economic aid for our
allies in Islamabad. (Source: The Wall Street Journal)
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Undecided voters are the wild card

TEHRAN — The campaign slogans of every candidate running in
the June 12 presidential election

are echoing across the land.

“A progressive Iran with law, justice, and freedom’;Just for Iran,
all together for change”, “Economic revolution, cultural revolu-
tion, and political reforms”, and “We can” are the main campaign

slogans.

Just nine days until the election, the campaign trail is on fire, and
only time will tell who will win the election and which slogan will
be used as the road map for running the country for the next four
years.

The presidential campaign officially began on May 22. Incumbent
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,the sixth president of the Is-
lamic Republic, is seeking reelection using the campaign slogan
“We Can”.

On June 24, 2005, Ahmadinejad was elected president of Iran in
a runoff election. The selfdeclared independent was the mayor of
Tehran before becoming president.

Presidential candidate Mir-Hossein Mousavi is an Iranian politi-
cian, painter, and architect who served as the fifth and last prime
minister of Iran from 1981 to 1989. Afterwards Mousavi became
the president of the Iranian Academy of Arts.

He was the last prime minister in Iran before the constitutional
changes which eliminated the post of prime minister. Before that,
he served as foreign minister. He is also a member of the Expedi-
ency Council and the High Council of the Cultural Revolution.
After 20 years of political silence, Mousavi decided to run in the
2009 presidential election with the slogan “A progressive Iran with
law, justice, and freedom”.

Former Majlis speaker Mahdi Karroubi, who is the leader of the
National Confidence Party, is running for president again this year.
In the 2005 presidential election, he finished third, right behind
Expediency Council Chairman Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Karroubi’s campaign

slogan is “Just for Iran, all together for change”.

Mohsen Rezaii, who was a candidate in the 2005 presidential elec-
tion but withdrew two days before the election, is also running
again this year.

Mohsen Rezaii, who is currently the secretary of the Expediency
Council and formerly served as the commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps, is using the campaign slogan “Econom-
ic revolution, cultural revolution, and political reforms”.

And now the candidates’ political platforms have become the hot
topics of debate in Iran.

But it seems that undecided voters are the wild card in this year’s

election. According to the official figures for the 2005 presidential
election, there were about 18 million undecided

voters that year. If 10 million of them participate in the 2009 elec-
tion, the candidate who wins their votes will surely win the elec-
tion, and thus every campaign team is fiercely competing to woo
the undecided voters.

r- .,

Two weeks into the presidential election campaign, each candi-
date is focusing on getting his message out on national television.
And each candidate is aware that any serious misstep on TV would
probably kill his chance for victory.

Mahdi Karroubi highlighted the importance of TV when he wrote
a letter to Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) Director
Ezatollah Zarqami urging him to make sure IRIB broadcasts are
fair. Also, in an open letter to the Majlis speaker and the Judiciary
chief, Mir-Hossein Mousavi criticized IRIB and asked national tel-
evision broadcasters to be impartial.

The campaign clips of the candidates’ speeches and election
platforms that are being shown on TV indicate that they are mak-
ing maximum use of the media.

The clips are also being sent to people as sms text messages,

and appear to be affecting public opinion.

Posters and banners have become less useful and the internet

is now playing a major role in the campaigns, just as it did

in Barack Obama’s election campaign.

All this shows that this year’s presidential election will be different
than the previous ones since modern technology is playing a great-
er role. The internet has entered the scene, facebook is being uti-
lized for making connections between many groups, and web sites
are being established.

Another innovation in the campaigns has been the use of colors.
It seems that the color war is a new strategy. Each candidate has
chosen a color as his symbol and their supporters use these colors
to identify themselves.

Ahmadinejad’s campaign director has announced that their color
is the color of justice and purity.

“All these (themes) are implicit in the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
flag, which is the symbol of monotheism, independence, and...
the Islamic Republic of Iran.” Mousavi has chosen the color

green to represent his campaign. Karroubi has chosen white as his
color. His young supporters often wear white wristbands.

However, we will have to wait until the election is over to see which
candidate ran the most successful campaign.
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