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Iranian Association is seeking to employ a worker for a new project:
Older People Healthy Lifestyles Project

Annual Salary: £6,500 (including London weighting)
Part-Time

The project worker will be responsible for organising workshops, develop outreach service and make
home visits. The post holder will communicate and liaise with other agencies, organisations and
groups that could be of assistance to the older people.

The project worker will have good knowledge of older people health issued, posses a relevant quali-
fication, experience of running workshops, providing advice and outreach, excellent communication
skills and the ability to relate to people at all levels. S/he should be a good listener and possess prob-
lem solving skills and experience of advice work. Basic word processing and administration skills
are required. The Project worker will report to Iranian Association’s coordinator.

To apply for the job please send your CV with a covering letter to the following address:
Older People Healthy Lifestyle Project
IRANIAN ASSOCIATION, Palingswick House, 241 King Street, London W6 9LP

Closing date for the receipt of CVs: 5.00pm On Friday 8 January 2010
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Ma’danchi’s Goal
Downs N. Korea

hanks to an impressive individual effort by Mehrzad Ma’danchi
late in the first half, Iran downed North Korea 1-0 in the final
game of the Qatar tourney on Saturday.

After Qatar’s goalless draw against Mali, North Korea was al-
ready certain winner and Iran the certainly bottom placed team
of the friendly tournament, Persian Football wrote.

For the first time in this tournament Afshin Ghotbi used the
strongest available starting lineup, only the slightly injured Hos-
sein Ka’bi had to be replaced by Khosro Heidari.

Iran had full control over the proceedings in the first half, as
North Korea, as usual, relied on a passive and destructive game
plan, mostly defending with eleven men in their own half or
even the own defensive third.

As expected Iran had troubles to break through that defensive
line, but on the other side also the counter attacks of the North
Koreans remained harmless.

Iran could have taken the lead after 19 minutes, when Ehsan
Hajsafi almost surprised Ri with a free kick, but the goalkeeper
palmed over the bar.

Twelve minutes later Pejman Nouri should have broken the
deadlock, but was unlucky that his shot came off the wood-
work.

Korea’s first dangerous scene was a header by Hak, which nar-
rowly sailed over the crossbar.

Two minutes from halftime Iran finally got the overdue lead,
when Mehrzad Ma’danchi took on no less than five defenders,
and with a combination of skill and luck managed to hold on to
the ball and lob it over Ri to make it 1-0.

Team Melli could have been punished for sloppy defending less
than a minute later, when after a throw-in no one was near to
stop a cross from the left defensive side and Khosro Hedari lost
the duel in the air at the far post, and the ball beat Mehdi Rah-
mati, but fortunately for Iran not the bar.

Iran should have doubled their lead early in second half, when
Mohammad-Reza Kha’latbari attacked over the right wing and
found Karim Ansarifard in center, who had done well to get rid
of his marker, but the 19-year-old striker hammered the ball
wide of target.

This scene should be the only real scoring chance of a very poor
second half full of mistakes on both sides. North Korea, who fi-
nally had to open up a bit, proved their inability to make the
play and the deficits in creativity and only had shot on goal--a
free kick in injury time, which was easily saved by today’s cap-
tain Rahmati.

Iran now will travel to Singapore for an Asian Cup qualifier on
January 6.

The 2011 Asian Cup will be held in Doha, Qatar.

Iran is currently ranked 64th in the International Federation of
Association Football (FIFA) world rankings.

With two games left to play in the Asian Cup qualifiers, Singa-
pore is currently in second place in Group E with six points, one
behind leaders Iran and just ahead of Thailand (five points) and
Jordan (four).

Singapore has never qualified for the Asian Cup, and a win over
Iran would keep their hopes of reaching the finals alive.

Te" us Wh at Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk

Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Iran books berth for Asian Cup 2011

A convincing 3-1 victory over Singapore secured Iran’s
berth for the Asian Cup 2011 in Qatar.

Iran edged Singapore 3-1 at the Bishan Stadium in the
Group E Asian Cup 2011 qualifier on Wednesday.
Hadi Aghily put the Persians in lead in the 10th minute
from the penalty spot. Mehrzad Madanchi doubled the
score two minutes later. The Al-Ahli midfielder opened
Singapore’s goal from the edge of the box. Noh Alam
Shah’s header pulled a goal back in the 31st minute.
Gholamreza Rezaei skillfully chipped the ball past the

A

Singaporean keeper in the 62nd minute and made the
score 3-1 in favor of Afshin Ghotbi’s team who is under
pressure after coming fourth in the Qatar Four-aside
Football Tournament last week.

Meanwhile, in the same group Thailand was held to a
goalless draw against struggling Jordan at the Rajaman-
gala National Stadium in Bangkok.

Iran has qualified for the Asian Cup 2011 with 10 points
and is top of its group. It will play Thailand in Tehran’s
Azadi Stadium on March 3.

IPL ranks 50th among world
football leagues

The Iran Professional League (IPL) stands 50th in the world’s
national leagues released by the International Federation of
Football History & Statistics on Tuesday.

The English Premier League leads the rankings with 1187 points.
Spain’s La Liga is second scoring 1077, and Germany’s Bundes-
liga is third with 1031 points.

Also, Iran is 5th in Asia with a total of 329.5 points.

Japan (J-League) is the best Asian football league with 460
points. South Korea (K-League), Saudi Arabia and Uzbekistan
are the next Asian teams respectively in the rankings.

Nekounam and Shojaei | is political,
visit sick children

Osasuna Iranian players Javad Nekounam and Masoud Shojaei visited young an football has extremely be-
Spanish patients at the Hospital Virgen Del Camino on Wednesday. come a political battleground

Osasuna players Nekounam,
Masoud, Azpilicueta, Monreal,
Calleja, Dagger and Miguel
Flano, Osasuna vice-president
Juan Pascual and director Miguel
Archanco all visited the sick
children and gave them toys and
gifts.

The group visited the hospital to
share the joy of Christmas holi-
days with their young fans.

On arrival at the hospital the
Osasuna representatives were
received by Mary Kutz Minister
of Health of the Government of
Navarra.

Osasuna will play giant Real Ma-
drid on Sunday at the Pamplona.
Masoud Shojaei will doubtfully
be in the match due to injury but
Nekounam is expected to play.

Osasuna ranks 12th in Spanish

Primera Liga with 16 points, and Real Madrid is in second place behind Barce- charged from hospital),” the

lona with 37 points

Iran’s football

Ghotbi says

Afshin Ghotbi said that Irani-

which is too hard to work in.
Iran’s coach participated in
the Singapore vs. Iran post-
match press conference at
the Bishan Stadium. The Ira-
nians defeated their host 3-1
in Group E Asian Cup 2011
qualifier and advanced to the
final round which will be
held in Qatar.

“Today, Iran’s football has
unfortunately become a po-
litical battleground. As we all
saw the stadium’s atmosphere
was marred by skirmishes
and in my opinion it is too
hard to work in this condi-
tion,” Ghotbi said.

“We made efforts to beat
Singapore and eventually we
qualified for the Asian Cup
2011. T dedicate this victory
to all Iranians, in particular
to Nasser Hejazi (former Iran
keeper who was recently dis-

45-year-old added
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Seymareh Eyes UNESCO List

he dossier of the historical city of Sey-
mareh in Ilam province has been pre-
pared for registration on UNESCO’s
World Heritage List.
Announcing the above, the head of Tlam
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tour-
ism Department, Masoud Eskandari, told
Mehr News Agency that cultural heritage
experts are now demarcating the site.
Eskandari noted that 10 billion rials have
been allocated for the registration of the
site.
“There are some 2,000 historical sites,
including monuments, mounds and cas-
tles, in the province,” Masudi said, add-
ing that 700 historical sites and 50 natural
sites have been registered on the National
Heritage List till now.
Seymareh, located southeast of Darreh
Shahr over 120 hectares, is the largest
historical area in the province. The site
dates back to the early Islamic era.
Many historical objects were found dur-
ing the last nine phases of excavations at
the site, which show the city had been
evacuated due to a large earthquake.
Historicity
Ilam province is a rich land in western

Iran, where a civilization was established
about 5,000 years ago by residents known
as Ilamians. They named their territory
Hetamiti, meaning the land of god. In
some of the epigraphs left from the Sum-
erian rule, this territory was called Alam,
Alamo or Alamto, meaning the high lands
where the sun rises.

Ilam is rich in terms of the number of
natural and historical sites, all of which
are qualified for registration on the Na-
tional Heritage List.

Historical evidence indicates that Ilam
province was part of the ancient Elamite
Empire. With the immigration of Aryans
and establishment of Aryan kingdoms,
Ilam became a part of their territory. It
was also part of the Achaemenid Empire.
The existence of numerous historical ves-
tiges in Lorestan and Ilam provinces be-
longing to the Sassanid period indicates
the importance of the region. During that
period, Ilam province was divided into
two regions, namely Mehrjankadak in
the east and Masabazan in the west.

In the late 11th century, Kurdish tribes
governed the region till the early 13th
century.

Tar Spring/Dragon Blood

One of the most interesting things that
you could find near the city Dehloran is
a natural spring that oozed tar. Iranians
used it to make ships and roofs water-
proof since about 3,000 years ago.

This black spring is located in a natural
protected area named Abgarm. You could
find interesting things around this area
such as mineral water springs, old trees
and bat caves with rare species of bats.

If you go toward the Abgarm protected
area, a sign guides you to the spring via a
small road. The last few hundred meters
of the road is not suitable for vehicles and
needs a few minutes walk to reach the
spring. You get the strong whiff of tar as
you get closer.

The spring’s diameter is about 9 meters
and a hot liquid flows out of it with tar
particles. There is a green fence around it
to protect animals from going closer and
getting trapped in the tar.

According to a mythological story told by
the native people, this tar spring was the
blood of a dragon that was killed by the
invincible Iranian hero, Esfandiar.

Ancient child’s coffin
unearthed at Parthi-
an site in southwest-
ern Iran

assigned to demarcate the site, found the
coffin in mid December after the recent
heavy rainfall removed the earth from
the coffin, Khuzestan Cultural Heritage
Enthusiasts Society (Taryana) spokes-
man Mojtaba Gahestuni told the Persian
service of the Mehr News Agency on
Saturday.

A team of archaeologists has stumbled
upon an ancient coffin bearing a skeleton
of a child buried in a Parthian mound in
Khuzestan Province, southwestern Iran.

The team, which had previously been

An intact pottery jar and several other
artifacts were also buried along with the
child in the coffin, he added.

The report did not specify the material

used in making the coffin, however it
did clarify that the casket along with its
contents have been transferred to a gov-
ernmental organization in the province.

The archaeological team led by Mohsen
Hosseini also discovered many intact
pieces of pottery and a large number
of shards at the mound, leading them
to surmise that most likely, there was a
large pottery workshop at the site dur-
ing the Parthian era.

Illegal excavations and farming are cur-
rently threatening the ancient sites in
the region.

The team has identified traces of illegal
excavations on the mound and other an-
cient sites nearby.

In addition, agricultural activities by the
local residents have caused serious dam-
age to some of the ancient sites over the
past few decades.

Photo: A part of a skull, which is be-
lieved to belong to an ancient child, is
seen in the coffin found at a Parthian era
site in Iran’s Khuzestan Province in mid
December. (Mehr/Mojtaba Gahestuni)

Isfahan

Metro now threatening
Si-0-Se Pol Bridge

A deviation from the correct course
in digging the western end of a tun-
nel for the Isfahan Metro near the
Si-0-Se Pol Bridge is threatening the
historic Safavid monument.

The tunnel-boring machine (TBM) is re-
ported to have deviated from its proper
route and bumped into a ramp and a
lower part of the bridge.

Over the past week, many cultural her-
itage enthusiasts and experts have pro-
tested against possible negligence by the
tunnel contractor following publication
of relevant media reports about the in-
cident.

Consequently, the Alamut Company, in
charge of drilling the tunnel for the Is-
fahan Metro project, invited a number
of reporters to visit the site. However,
they were escorted to the eastern end
of the tunnel instead of the western end
where the incident is reported to have
occurred.

During the visit, project manager Babak
Rostami said the route deviation was
caused by an error in the TBM and con-
sidered the problem to be a mundane,
every day issue in tunnel-boring.

The error occurred because of differ-
ences in the density of the earth, he ex-
plained and added, “When a TBM drills
a tunnel, it may deviate if it encounters
earth with low and high density simul-
taneously.”

Si-o-se Pol, also known as the Allahver-
di Khan Bridge, is one of a small number
of Isfahan’s historical bridges spanning
the Zayanderud River.

The construction of the bridge began in
1602 by order of the Safavid king Shah
Abbas I.

The Isfahan Metro officials said that the
historical city’s metro will be opera-
tional by 2012. Other metro lines under
construction are threatening monu-
ments located on Chahar-Bagh Street
as well as in Nagsh-e Jahan Square, a
complex of Safavid-era monuments reg-
istered on the UNESCO World Cultural
Heritage List.

In 2001, UNESCO rejected the Isfahan
Municipality’s request to construct tun-
nels beneath Chahar-Bagh Street and
Nagsh-e Jahan Square.

Despite rejection by UNESCO and oppo-
sition by the Isfahan Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts Department,
the project’s tunnels were bored.
Experts believe that vibration caused
by metro trains passing underneath the
monuments will cause damage to nearby
historical sites.
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Florence café to hang drawings
by Iranian artist

Italian Café Giubbe Rosse in Florence will be play-
ing host to young Iranian Majid Abbasi’s exhibi-
tion of drawings under the title “The Tress Far
from the Sun”.

The café has a long-standing reputation as the re-
sort of literati and intellectuals. It was the place
where the Futurist movement blossomed, strug-
gled and expanded.

Arranged by café art director Riccardo Ghiribelli,
the exhibit will open on January 10, showcasing a
total of 20 pieces of artwork.

“The exhibit centers on Iranian women and their
head coverings. I took the idea from my mom who
was always wearing a scarf at home,” 30-year-old
Abbasi told the Tehran Times on Monday.

“I always liked to hold an exhibit in Italy. My first
exhibit at the Artedove studio in Florence was ar-
ranged by an Italian friend of mine about three
months ago. There, I displayed a series of my
drawings of motorbikes.

“The exhibit was warmly received and I was in-
vited for a second exhibit at Giubbe Rosse by café
art director Ghiribelli while he was visiting the
show.

“I have also been told that I am supposed to be
honored by the city’s mayor during my stay in
Florence,” he added.

“I will be staying in Florence for the duration of
the exhibit which will run until January 23. Dur-
ing my previous exhibit in Florence, I found out
that art managers and artists there welcome new
ideas from any country, and they assist by do-
ing their best to introduce and display an artist’s
handiwork,” he explained.

Abbasi further added that his next project would
be a group exhibit in Tehran’s Etemad Gallery
after he returns, aiming to display several of his
drawings on motorbikes. “I began to ride a motor-
bike when I was very young, and it has become
part of my personal interests,” he concluded.

Abbasi was born in 1979 in Tehran. He studied
computers at school but found interest in callig-
raphy when he was only 12. He continued with
painting and drawing at the age of 17 and so far
has participated in several group exhibits. He has
held two solo exhibits in Tehran and this is his
fourth one in Florence.

Qorbani to Perform in
Vancouver

Iranian vocalist Alireza Qorbani will perform in
Canada with the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra
(VSO) on January 10. “This is the first time the
VSO is slated to perform Iranian music,” Qorbani
told ISNA.

He plans to commemorate the late Iranian santur
virtuoso and musician Parviz Meshkatian by per-
forming one of his compositions at the concert.
The performance will also include a repertoire of
pieces by Iranian maestros Hossein Dehlavi, Ali
Tajvidi, Kambiz Roshanravan, Milad Omranlou
and several other musicians.

“The Vancouver Symphony Orchestra’s mission

is to enrich the quality of life in and bring pres-
tige to our city, province and country through the
presentation of quality performances of classical
and popular music, and the delivery of excellent
education and community programs,” the found-
ers say on the website of the VSO, which was es-
tablished in 1919.

Qorbani performed “Zero Degree’ concerts with
the Iranian Chamber Orchestra at Tehran’s land-
mark Milad Tower from Dec. 10-12.

He has also prepared the music for an Iranian TV
series with the same name depicting Holocaust
facts.

Qorbani has performed concerts with Iran’s Na-
tional Orchestra, when it was led by its former
conductor Farhad Fakhreddini.

Iranian cineastes take
hats off to Shajarian

st

Giant of traditional Iranian music Mohammadreza Shajarian was the
guest of honor at Iran’s House of Cinema here on Tuesday.

Invited by chairman of the Association of Iranian Actors (AIA) Da-
vud Rashidi, Shajarian appeared among the smiling actors who were
excited to attend the 16th AIA session.

Fatemeh Motamed-Arya, Mahtab Keramati, Bijan Emkanian, Reza
Attaran, Farhad Tohidi, Fariba Kosari, Shohreh Lorestani, Asghar
Bichareh and Ali Dehkordi were among the actors who took part in
the session.

Shajarian was also delighted to have been able to attend the session,
warmly received by the participants, and answered several questions
posed by the actors.

Master Shajarian opened by saying, “Today is one the best days of my
life and will remain a good day for every one of us forever. He then
responded to the first question he was asked to recall the names of his
masters from the beginning.

“I did not have just one or two masters, I had many and learned
much from each one. Among them were Ahmad Ebadi, Esmaeil Me-
hrtash, Faramarz Payvar and Jalil Shahnaz.

“My style of singing is not followed by acting. Acting is actually hid-
den in my narration and in my singing. We must sing and narrate
and in that way, we are acting on stage,” he declared.

“I also tell my students who will surely turn out to be good vocalists
in the future that you are not narrating the poetry, you are acting.
Stage actors begin their acting with narration on the stage and show
everything. It is their narration that impresses the audience. A singer
must also recite poetry as if he is acting and in that way influence
the listeners.”

He later added, “Art is for all of humanity. First of all, we must be hu-
man beings and feel compassionate and think with our conscience,
then we judge and act. We should not take our art lightly.

“Art must not be presented in places undeserving of it. We should
preserve its value and art is valuable when presented by a good artist.
His behavior is also important,” he explained.

He later remarked, “Voice and looks are the fragrance arising from
each individual based upon which we decide whether or not to trust
him. I personally pay due attention to this and try to behave in a way
others are not offended by my behavior.”

Shajarian next talked about his new musical instruments and said, “If
we have a variety of tools to work with in any field we will increase
our accomplishments. We now have about 110 to 115 instruments
in Iran and I felt we needed more besides these to add additional
grandeur to our concerts.”

Shajarian designed the instrument called a sorahi that he introduced
during one of his concerts in October of last year. Resembling a ka-
mancheh, a sorahi is a treble instrument from the family of bowed
string instruments and sounds similar to a violin. The sorahi can be
made in the alto, soprano, bass and double bass ranges. Musicians
who play kamancheh, geichak, violin and violoncello can easily play
the sorahi.

Shajarian is also working on two other instruments that he has named
the saghar and the barbad.

He later spoke of the relation between literature and vocal music,
blank verse combined with music and his collaboration with the late
filmmaker Ali Hatami.

The ceremony ended as the Managing Director of Iran’s Music House
Mohammad Sarir presented Shajarian with an honorary plaque from
the Iranian House of Cinema.
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Iranian cartoonists
win top prizes at
Indian contest

ist Valentin Georgien received the third
place award in this section.

The Indian Institute of Cartoonists (IIC) held
the competition whose only criterion for
entry was how well applicants had drawn
caricatures of Manmohan singh and Sonia

Iranian cartoonists Vahid Jafari and Salam
Mohammadi have respectively won the first
and second awards at the International Man-
mohan Singh -- Sonia Gandhi Caricature
Contest.

Jafari and Salam Mohammadi received the
accolades for their entries in the Manmohan
Singh Caricature Section and Sandeep Ad-
hwaryu from India won the third prize in
this section.

The first and second prizes of the Sonia Gan-
dhi Caricature Section remained at home
for the work submitted by B.N. Biswal and
Satish Sringeri while the Bulgarian cartoon-

Gandhi.

A total of 625 caricatures by cartoonist from
across the world were submitted to the con-
test. The winners were announced in the IIC
website late last week.

The organizers introduced Manmohan Singh
on their website as India’s 14th prime min-
ister who has the arduous task of fulfilling a
billion dreams of peace, prosperity and de-
velopment.

They also described Sonia Gandhi as a tow-
ering national leader of India, a woman of
courage and remarkable resilience, and the
architect of the UPA Government.

Documentaries stolen
from filmmaker’s house

Filmmaker Mohammad Shirvani was shocked to find his home ransacked and all
his documentaries and filming equipment worth about $15,000 missing when he
returned at midnight on Friday.

Shirvani known for his award-winning doc “President Mir Qanbar” said his house
was broken into sometime after 9p.m. after he had left.

“The thieves have taken all the audio-visual equipment, the camera, and the PC
the holds copies of all the films I have made over the past years,” he said.

“Also included are copies of unfinished docs among which are dailies of a docu-
mentary on Iran’s presidential election which was halted the day after election
day on June 12.”

“The police were informed immediately after I arrived home and noticed the bur-
glary. My house, part of which is my office, is located on the first floor, making
burglary a bit difficult,” he remarked.

Despite the break-in, the Isfahan branch of the Young Iranian Cinema Society still
intends to hold a retrospective of Shirvani this month.

“The Candidate”, “Iranian Conserve”, “President Mir Qanbar”, “444 Days”, and
“Blind Filmmaker” are among Shirvani’s productions slated to go on screen during
the month-long event. The movies will be reviewed in the presence of the director
on January 20.

Shirvani is an old hand at making politically themed films. He previously directed
“President Mir Qanbar”, a documentary on Mir Qanbar Heidari, a 75-year-old re-
tired civil servant from a remote part of Iran’s Azerbaijan region, who ran for the
presidency of the Islamic Republic.

The movie was screened at the Locarno, Rotterdam, Sheffield and other inter-
national film festivals. It received the Award of Excellence at the 17th Yamagata
International Documentary Film Festival in Japan in October 2005.

His “444 Days” is also a documentary focusing on U.S. diplomats John W. Limbert
and Lowell Bruce Laingen who were detained at the embassy, dubbed the “Den of
Spies” by Imam Khomeini.

German Prof. Christel
Hoffmann to hold
workshop on theater in

Tehran
German Professor Christel Hoffmann
will be holding her second workshop

on theater in Iran which will open on ates
Cologne will pay
tribute to the
late santur vir-
tuoso Faramarz

January 9.

Hoffman studied theatrical science
in Leipzig and has been Professor at
the Academy of Theatre Pedagogy

in Osnabriick, Germany since 2003. Payvar  during
The main focus of her teaching is the a ceremony on
methodology of theater with children January 31.
and youth, and epic theater. Payvar’s lifelong
The professor will be holding the friend Rahma-
workshop for a group of teachers tollah Bé.ldiei,
from the Institute for the Intellectual a prominent
violinist and

Development of Children and Young
Adults (IIDCYA).

Concepts, characters, language, role
of animals in plays, mimicry, as well
as the process of narrating a story or a
fiction are among the topics to be dis-
cussed during the 10-day program.
This is the professor’s second work-
shop in Iran; her previous one was
held three years ago at the IIDCYA.
“Theater Play with Children and Ad-
olescents”, “Theater of Aeschylus to
Brecht” and “Games and Play Acting”
are among Hoffman’s productions.
rred after the June 12 presidential
election.

Iranian expatri-

Iranian expatriates in
Cologne to commemorate
Faramarz Payvar

living in

kamancheh vir-

tuoso living in

Germany, is organizing the ceremony according
to tombak player Peyman Nasehpur, who is cur-
rently in Cologne for a concert and spoke to the
Persian service of Fars on Wednesday.

Badiei, poet Hushang Ebtehaj, and musicologist
Mahmud Khoshnam will be delivering speeches
during the event.

On the sideline of the ceremony, Badiei will also
conduct a concert by an ensemble, featuring vo-
calist Parisa Badiei, Azita Mostofi on santur, Far-
zin Darabifar on tar, Ahmad Anusheh on ney and
Nasehpur on tombak.

Musician and santur virtuoso Payvar died at the
age of 77 on December 9, 2009.

Iran’s Kamkars, Iraqi Kurdish
vocalist team up for new album

The Iranian Kurdish ensemble the
Kambkars is recording its latest album
accompanied by the renowned Kurd-
ish vocalist Adnan Karim.

The music included in this album is
not significantly different from Iran’s
Kurdish folk music except in rhythm
and melody,” ensemble director
Hushang Kamkar told MNA.

The pieces are inspired by Iraqi Kurd-
ish music, which has greater similarity
to Arab and Turkish music, and can be
differentiated from Iranian folk music,
he added.

Kamkars Ensemble is one of the best
musical groups in Iran that dominates
over traditional Iranian music and

Kurdish music, and also has a good “Th decided g ..
working knowledge of the commu- en, we decided to produce a joint

nalities between the two, Karim told album in Iraq’s Kurdistan. We a.u'e n
MNA. the final stages and we are planning to

record his voice at the Raha Studio,”
Hushang Kamkar mentioned.

ago and after that, we listened to some
of his other works.

“We had a joint performance entitled
‘Emshow’ and now I am really happy
to once again collaberate with Kam-
kars,” he said.

He went on to say that the music is
composed by Hushang, Ardeshir and
Ardavan Kamkar. Karim and Kamkars
plan to perform tracks from the album
in Iraq’s Kurdistan, Iran and also in
European countries.

“Kamkars is always meticulous about
selecting a vocalist. We had performed
a joint concert with Karim two years
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Rights group:

Iran jails

most journalists

Iran once again has more journalists in
jail than any other country, the press
freedom group Reporters Without Bor-
ders announced Wednesday.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has recov-
ered its status as the world’s biggest pris-
on for the media,” the Paris-based group
said, adding that two sentences handed
down in the past week brought the total
number of jailed journalists to 42.

The plight of journalists in Iran comes
against the backdrop of continuing ten-
sions between the government of Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad following
the disputed presidential elections in
June.

Hundreds of thousands of Iranians took
to the streets to demonstrate against
the official result -- the re-election of
Ahmadinejad’s hardline government
-- prompting a forceful and sometimes
deadly government crackdown.

Press freedom groups expressed con-
cern about the crackdown on the media
which marked a spike in the arrests of
journalists.

One journalist, Bahman Ahamadi
Amouee, was sentenced Monday to 34
lashes and more than seven years in jail,
the group said.

A second reporter, Ahmad Zeydabadi,
had his appeal against a six-year prison
sentence rejected, they said.

Iranian media also reported on the con-
firmation of Zeydabadi’s sentence.

The Tehran Court of Appeals upheld a
five-year sentence for illegal gathering
and conspiracy, plus one year for propa-
ganda against the Islamic government, as
well as five years internal exile and a life-
time ban on political activity, the Web
site Tabnak said, citing the semi-official
Iranian Students News Agency.

There was less information available
about Amouee.

A Web site linked with the reform
movement said in late November that
Amouee and his wife, political activist
Jila Bani Yaqoub, were arrested at their
home on Saturday, June 20, a week after
the presidential elections. Yaqoub was
released two months later but Amouee
is still in jail, according to the November
29 report on Norouz, the reformist Web
site.

“It was not clear what charges had been
brought against Amouee, a regular con-
tributor, for years, to reformist media
outlets,” the International Press Institute
said Tuesday.

“It is unacceptable that the Iranian au-
thorities are responding to criticism in
the media by arresting journalists and
handing down prison sentences,” IPI

press freedom manager Anthony Mills
said in a statement. “The crackdown on
the media must end immediately and the
journalists imprisoned simply for doing
their job must be freed.”

Iranian officials did not immediately re-
spond to CNN requests for comment on
the criticism.

There are conflicting figures about the
number of journalists behind bars in
Iran. Since anti-government demonstra-
tors took to the streets over the summer,
Iran has tightly clamped down on inter-
national news organizations’ freedom to
report from inside the country.

The Committee to Protect Journalists
said last week Iran had more than 30
journalists in jail, including at least 11 ar-
rested over the course of three days late
in December.

The CP] said it was particularly upset by
the arrest of Mashallah Shamsolvaezin,
a winner of its International Press Free-
dom Award.

“We have honored him and stood by him
as he has defended press freedom against
all odds. We are deeply concerned about
his welfare and call for his immediate re-
lease,” CPJ executive director Joel Simon
said in a statement December 29.

Also on Monday, a group of lawmakers
allied with Ahmadinejad proposed a law
classifying opponents of the government
as “enemies of God” who should be ex-
ecuted within five days of their arrest,
Reporters Without Borders said.

“We are very disturbed by the calls re-
peatedly made by the most senior of-
ficials for Iran to impose the ‘supreme
punishment’ on detainees, including
journalists,” Reporters Without Borders
said in a statement.

“The regime hardliners are capable of
having the crackdown’s witnesses ex-
ecuted. There is an urgent need for in-
ternational bodies to take action before a
tragedy takes place, before political pris-
oners begin being executed,” the group
warned.

The Philippines was the most dangerous
place in the world to be a journalist in
2009, the Committee to Protect Journal-
ists said last month in an annual report.
More than 30 journalists were killed in
single massacre there in November, “the
deadliest incident for the press in CPJ
history,” the group said December 17.

At least 68 journalists were killed around
the world in 2009, CPJ said.

Reporters Without Borders rated Erit-
rea, in the Horn of Africa, as the worst
place in the world to be a journalist in its
annual report on press freedom, in Octo-
ber. Its rating was based on a 40-question
survey distributed to journalists in 175
countries.

Iranian Prosecutor Mortazavi
Found Responsible for Torture

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- A parliamentary
probe has found a former Tehran prosecu-
tor responsible for the death by torture of
at least three anti-government protesters

detained in the turmoil following the dis-
puted June elections, a conservative Ira-
nian Web site reported Wednesday.

Saeed Mortazavi was the Tehran city pros-
ecutor who was responsible for monitoring
Kahrizak prison. After months of denials,
Iran’s judiciary acknowledged last month
that three detainees there were beaten to
death by their jailers.

The Alef Web site, which reported the
probe results, is close to conservative law-
maker Ahmad Tavakoli. It said Mortazavi
personally ordered that detained protest-
ers be taken to Kahrizak -- a facility on
Tehran’s outskirts where much of the pris-
oner abuse took place.

Iran’s judiciary has charged 12 officials at
Kahrizak -- three of them with murder --
but has not identified them.

Mortazavi is detested by reformists, who
have dubbed him the “butcher of the
press” and “torturer of Tehran” because
he was behind the closure of more than
120 newspapers and the imprisonment of
dozens of journalists and political activists
over the past decade.

Anger over the abuse claims, which
emerged in August, extended far beyond
the reformist camp, with influential con-
servative figures in the clerical hierarchy
condemning the mistreatment of detain-
ees. The outrage forced Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to order the im-
mediate closure of the Kahrizak.

After serving as Tehran prosecutor, Mor-
tazavi was promoted in August to deputy
state prosecutor. He currently heads a gov-
ernment body tasked with fighting smug-
gling of goods, making him the highest
ranking official to be implicated in the case
so far. However, reformists also accuse
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of be-
ing responsible for the abuses.

The confirmation by the hard-line judici-
ary of the prisoner deaths confirmed one
of the opposition’s most devastating claims
against authorities and the elite Revolu-
tionary Guard forces that led the crack-
down after the presidential vote.

The opposition says more than 80 protest-
ers have been killed in the postelection
crackdown, but the government puts the
number of confirmed dead at less than 40.

After reports of torture and rape emerged,
authorities vowed to punish those found
guilty to control the damage. The Alef Web
site said the probe put “the blame on Saeed
Mortazavi, the former Tehran Prosecutor
who was in charge of Kahrizak prison.”

The feared Mortazavi led interrogations of
dozens of reformists arrested and put on
trial after the June vote, according to op-
position Web sites and families of the de-
tained activists.

Iran’s state radio reported that parliament
has concluded its investigation and has
listed some culprits, but didn’t mention
Mortazavi by name.

Authorities initially tried to repel the
abuse claims by accusing the opposition
of running a campaign of lies against the
ruling system. Ahmadinejad had even ac-
cused Iran’s enemies of being involved in
the crimes, a claim the opposition rejected
as ridiculous.

The unrest broke out after pro-reform
candidate Mir Hossein Mousavi claimed
he was robbed of the presidency through
massive fraud in the vote.

Pressure around the abuse claims acceler-
ated in early August.

One of the other pro-reform candidates
defeated in the election, Mahdi Karroubi,
said then that he had received reports from
former military commanders and other
senior officials that some detainees, male
and female, were raped in custody.

One of the detainees who died in custody
was the son of Abdolhossein Rouhalamini,
a top aide to conservative presidential
candidate Mohsen Rezaei. Rouhalamini’s
death, two weeks after he was arrested,
sparked anger even among government
supporters.
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Putin says Russia
has no proof of Iran
nuclear bomb

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin

said on Thursday that Moscow had no
evidence that Iran is trying to build a
nuclear bomb.

“We have no information on Iran’s work
on nuclear weapons,” he said during an
annual televised question-and-answer
session, according to the RIA Novosti
news agency.

When asked if Russia would support in-
ternational sanctions against Iran, Putin
declined to answer, reports Reuters.
Moscow has traditionally opposed sanc-
tions against Iran.

Last week, Russia, however, joined with
Germany, Britain, China, France and the
United States, the six nations involved in
long-running nuclear negotiations with
Iran, in voting in favor of an Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency resolution
demanding a halt to Iran’s enrichment
work.

(Source: RIA Novosti news agency, Reu-
ters)

Iran-Turkmenistan
gas pipeline inaugurated

The first phase of the second pipeline
transferring Turkmenistan’s gas to Iran
came on stream officially on Wednes-
day in a ceremony attended by Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and
his Turkmen counterpart Kurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov.

The 31-kilometer link starts at the Dov-
letebad gas field in southeastern Turk-

menistan, close to the Iranian border.
It is one of the most important joint
projects carried out by the two coun-
tries.

The pipeline will increase the volume
of gas transferred from Turkmenistan to
Iran to 14 billion cubic meters annually
from the current 8bcm.

The second phase of the pipeline project
started simultaneous with the inau-
guration of the first phase to boost the
transfer capacity to 45 million cubic
meters per day, SHANA news agency
reported.

Iran sits atop the world’s second-largest
natural gas reserves after Russia, and has
long sought to promote itself as a transit
route for oil and gas from Central Asian
states.

Turkmenistan, Central Asia’s biggest
gas producer, is seen as one of the key
suppliers for the planned Nabucco pipe-
line from Turkey to Austria, designed to
ease Europe’s dependence on Russia for
gas supplies.

During his stay in Turkmenistan the
Iranian president is also scheduled to
attend the groundbreaking ceremony of
the $650 million Atrak-Gorgan railway
project which will link railroad net-
works of the two countries

Continued from Page 1

China is a veto-wielding member of the
council and tends to vote against using
tougher sanctions as long as it can engage
in dialogue, even if the round-table dis-
cussions seem to be going on endlessly.
For a long time it vetoed sanctions on its
ally North Korea, which is also building
nuclear capabilities despite international
opposition, although Beijing has taken a
tougher line on Pyongyang of late.

Beijing has not scheduled a meeting on
Iran’s nuclear ambitions during its one-
month presidency, which will delay ef-
forts to turn Iran on the nuclear issue.

Mr Obama has taken a more conciliatory

approach with Iran than his predecessor
George W Bush, promising better ties
with the US if Tehran agrees to suspend
its nuclear programme. Mr Obama had
called on Iran to respond to his offer by
the end of 2009, but Tehran ignored the
deadline.

The situation is further complicated by
the fact that Beijing has been forging
closer ties with Iran of late and it already
has plenty of lucrative links with Tehran,
as does Moscow.

The US state department’s terse response
was not without optimism. “This is not a
static situation,” said spokesman PJ Crow-
ley, adding that “views can change”.

Iranian police
seize 34 tons of
illicit drugs

A senior Iranian police commander an-
nounced on Tuesday that the country’s
police forces have seized 34 tons of differ-
ent types of Illicit drugs during the last 9
months.

“’During the nine months of this (Iranian)
year (started on March 21), 34 tons of differ-
ent types of narcotics has been discovered
and seized by border guards unit,”” Com-
mander of the Iranian Police Border Guards
Unit General Hossein Zolfaqari said.

The commander added that the volume of
police discoveries has increased by 17%
compared with the similar period last year.

He blamed poverty, unemployment, lack
of good farmlands, shortage of facilities and
under-development in border regions, east-
ern borders in particular, as the root causes
of police problems in fighting drug traffick-
ing in the country.

Zolfaqari further announced that the Irani-
an police force has intensified surveillance
over border activities and increased border
entanglements in recent years.

The crackdown has cost Iran 600 million
dollars over the past two years. Strategies
pursued by Tehran include digging canals,
building barriers and installing barbed wire
to seal the country’s borders, specially in the
East.

The United Nations credits Iran with the
seizure of 80 percent of the opium netted
around the world.

Since the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the
Iranian police have lost more than 3300
of their personnel in the country’s combat
against narcotics.

During the past Iranian year (ended on
March 20,) Iran seized more than 1,000
tons of opium smuggled from Afghanistan,
the largest producer of opium poppy in the
world.
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China again rejects UN
sanctions agamst Iran

CHINA HAS blocked western efforts to impose
a fresh round of UN sanctions on Iran over its
nuclear programme, saying diplomatic efforts
to stop Tehran building atomic weapons are
ongoing.

Envoy Zhang Yesui laid out China’s case as his
country took over the presidency of the Secu-
rity Council and called for “time and patience”
in dealings with Iran.

Tehran already has been hit with three rounds
of sanctions for refusing to comply with de-
mands that it halt sensitive nuclear activities
and US president Barack Obama and other
western powers want a fourth raft of sanctions
to raise the pressure. China and Russia are re-
sisting these efforts.

“This is not the right time or right moment for
sanctions because the diplomatic efforts are still
going on,” Mr Zhang said in New York.

Seni(.)r foreign mir.lisFry officials from China, I ra n i a n Ci ne a stes t a ke h ats Off

Russia, the US, Britain, France and Germany

would meet later this month to discuss Iran’s = -

nuclear activities, which western powers sus- to ShaJa rla n ’ 6
pect are aimed at developing nuclear weapons,
not generating electricity as Tehran insists.

e s st w o e |- [FAN EX-Prosecutor
Blamed for Prison Deaths

time and patience,” said Mr Zhang.

Sanctions so far are focused on Iran’s nuclear
and missile programmes, imposing asset freezes

and travel bans on individuals and firms linked TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- A parliamentary probe has found a former Tehran prosecu-
to them, including banks that provide financ- tor responsible for the death by torture of at least three anti-government protesters
ing. detained in the turmoil following the disputed June elections, a conservative Iranian
Web site reported Wednesday.

China is a veto-wielding member of the council Saeed Mortazavi was the Tehran city prosecutor who was responsible for monitoring
and tends to vote against using tougher Kahrizak prison. After months of denials, Iran’s judiciary acknowledged last month
.......................................................... that three detainees there were beaten to death by their jailers...
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Rights group:
Iran jails most
journalists

Iran once again has more journalists in
jail than any other country, the press
freedom group Reporters Without Bor-
ders announced Wednesday.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has re-
covered its status as the world’s biggest
prison for the media,” the Paris-based
group said, adding that two sentences
handed down in the past week brought
the total number of jailed journalists to
42.. > Page 4

Iran-Turkmenistan
gas pipeline inaugurated

The first phase of the second pipeline
transferring Turkmenistan’s gas to Iran
came on stream officially on Wednes-
day in a ceremony attended by Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and
his Turkmen counterpart Kurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov. Page 4

Florence café to
hang drawings
by Iranian artist

Italian Café Giubbe Rosse in Florence

will be playing host to young Iranian
Majid Abbasi’s exhibition of drawings
under the title “The Tress Far from the
Sun”. The café has a long-standing rep-
utation as the resort of literati and intel-
lectuals. It was the place where the Fu-
turist movement blossomed, struggled
and expanded. > Page 6
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