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Irouble with your relationship?

Divorce Is not always easy fo consider

CALL US 07949 54 64 34
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Call us today - You deserve a happier life!
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M ACCOUNTING
CHARTERED ACTOILNTANT

Business Health Check
Book Keeping

Annual Accounts
VAT
Payroll & PAYE

Business Plans

Is your business struggling with VAT or
PAYE paymenta?™

Do you need a fresh set of eyss on your
businesa oparaciona’™

Ara you starting up you own business?
Wea speclallsae In small and owner managed

businessas. With over 20 years expariance
in the commercial secton we can help.

Letc ASA Accounting Services take che strain away.
For a FREE no obligation consulbation, call us now
on: 01737 B33 242
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Claim Management led.

Skl o WS (50 559 9 Wil 03, Solai LT
Had an accident? NOT YOUR FAULT?

We can provide: | wessdmatadiia

A replacement car/minicab | Pl gl b 3> G si) O 905

Repair or total loss value of your car CAlLial 3 oo g Eaaa A, guads ) by 8
Personal injury compensation Aay (8 65 YL ) 098 Culaa

Loss of earning GubA b S Jaa o ddola 408 2 S 3 Sjlad Bl 0
Protection of no claim bonus

020 8346 8657-078 3870 6050

235 Regents Park Road Finchley N3 3LF
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Marfavi walks out as
Esteghlal football coach

Samad Marfavi stepped down as Esteghlal’s coach after the fans
chanted slogans against the team’s general manager.

Esteghlal scored a late equalizer against Saipa in the Iran Pro-
fessional League (IPL) at the Azadi Stadium on Sunday. During
the match some Esteghlal fans demanded in their slogans that
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad replace Amir-Reza
Vaezi-Ashtiani because of the team’s poor results.

Esteghlal officials have yet to accept Marfavi’s resignation. They
are expected to announce their decision on the matter by Tues-
day night.

According to one of the club’s board members, Marfavi submit-
ted his resignation to Esteghlal managerial board Monday morn-
ing; however, around noon Marfavi denied doing such and said
he was not going to leave the club.

Esteghlal is fourth in the IPL standings with
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Iran commemorates
wrestling legend Takhti

Iran’s sports society com-
memorated the 42nd an-
niversary of the death o
legendary free-style wres-
tler Gholam-Reza Takhti
on Thursday.

Takhti was born in Te-
hran on August
1930 and was found
dead in a hotel room on
January 7, 1968. He was|
laid to rest at Ibn-e Ba-
bouyeh cemetery in south-
ern Tehran where he is commemorated every year by Iranians.

He is the most famous wrestler in Iranian history. The legend was
known for his chivalry and sportsmanship which continues to
symbolize the essence of sports for the Iranian people.

In 1961, a terrible earthquake shook Boein Zahra in western Iran
killing 45,000. Takhti was deeply touched by the incident. He,
who was then already one of Iran’s biggest stars, began prancing
down one of the main avenues of Tehran asking for aid for the
victims. This inspired other champions to follow in his footsteps,
and as a result thousands of people gave donations to alleviate the
suffering of the quake-stricken people.

Another example of his character comes from a match in Mos-
cow. After defeating the then-world champion Anatoli Albul,
Takhti saw the sorrow in the face of Albul’s mother. Takhti went
to her and said, “I'm sorry about the result. Your son is a great
wrestler.” She smiled and kissed him

Iran named 2009 world

Following good results in last year’s futsal tourna-
ments, Iran’s futsal team has been chosen by Futsal-
planet and other sites as the best national team of the
world in 2009.

The “Persian Kings” demonstrated a good performance
last year and tied 2-2 with the world powerhouse Bra-
zil.

“We’re saying nothing new if we mention the Irani-
ans dominance in the Asian continent; the Persian
Kings keep on denying victory to Japan, Thailand, Uz-
bekistan and all the other opponents with ambitious

intentions. Iran gained a new role in worldwide futsal,
starting with the World Cup 2008 and going on with
brilliant results last year. Iran wants more. New names
of young and talented players keep popping out on the
international stage. Great expectations.” Futsalplanet
wrote in a statement.

Best national team of the world winners 2009: Iran
2008: Brazil 2007: Brazil 2006: not celebrated 2005: not
celebrated 2004: Spain 2003: Italy

“This honor belongs to all Iranians and I congratulate
them. Iran is going to shine in the 2010 World Cup,”
Iran’s Futsal Committee president Abbas Torabian said

Poker pro dies in Las
Vegas

Colourful American poker professional Amir Va-
hedi has died in Las Vegas, reportedly due to com-
plications from diabetes. He was 57.

In 2001 Vahedi was named Texas Hold’em Player of
the Year, and followed that up two years later with
a 6th placing in the World Series of Poker Main
Event.

The Iranian-born player, who emigrated to the US,
was known for being the man who showed actor
Ben Affleck how to play poker.

His own style of play at the table was to be fearless-
ly aggressive. He reportedly earned US$2.5 million
during his poker career.

Vahedi was in the Iranian army in his younger days
and served during the Iran-Iraq conflict.

Poker personality Daniel Negreanu, in a blog on his
own website, described the cigar-smoking Vahedi
as a dedicated family man who worked tirelessly to
improve poker players’ conditions.

And also a dangerous opponent to have at the table.

“He wasn’t afraid to play a big pot, and he certainly
wasn’t afraid to run a big bluff”, recalled Negreanu.

No disaccord among na-
tional team players, Ghotbi
sa

Iran football coach Afshin Ghotbi denied there being
any disputes among the players of the national team.

“I don’t have enough time to read all the papers, but
I've heard that there was some quarreling in the na-
tional team and some players disagreed about who
should wear the captain’s armband. I don’t know
where these lies come from,” Ghotbi told the reporters
in a news-conference on Monday.

“It takes time to build a good team and I will keep on
working hard to do so. We need time,” he added
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Isfahan UNESCO’s Technopolis Center

he United Nations Educational, Sci-
T entific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) selected Isfahan as a re-
gional center for the development of
technological parks.
The city was selected for forging coop-
eration between scientific centers of ECO
member countries and holding regional
training classes, expert workshops and
seminars by attracting foreign investors,
Mehr News Agency reported.
In a ceremony held in Isfahan on Sunday,
Deputy Minister of Science, Research and
Technology Mehdinejad expressed hope
that in the fifth national development
plan, the number of companies active
in Isfahan’s scientific townships would
reach 2,000 from 193.
Mehdinejad said the creation of techno-
logical parks and scientific townships in
the country are aimed at turning science
into wealth and power.
“These parks are the best place for sup-
porting industries and solving related
problems via technology,” he said.
Nine technological units and seven com-
panies were honored at the end of the
ceremony.

Science and Technology Park

A science park or science and technology
park is an area with a collection of build-
ings dedicated to scientific research on a
business footing. There are many approx-
imate synonyms for a science park, in-
cluding research park, technology park,
technopolis and biomedical park. The ap-
propriate term typically depends on the
type of science and research in which the
park’s entities engage.

Often, science parks are associated with
or operated by institutions of higher edu-
cation (colleges and universities).

Currently, there are 15 technology parks
across the country, of which Pardis Tech-
nology Park in Tehran is of high impor-
tance.

Pardis Technology Park (PTP) is located
in Pardis, a satellite city 20 km outside
Tehran. The park is adjacent to a satel-
lite earth station of Telecommunications
Company of Iran at the foot of Mount Al-
borz. Land has been allocated here for the
establishment of business related to tech-
nology. The site enjoys a panoramic view
of the tallest mountain in Iran, Mount
Damavand. PTP was established in 2001,
upon the government’s initiative, by
Technology Cooperation Office (TCO)
affiliated to the Presidential Office. Its
mission is to create an environment for
researchers, educators and companies
with similar requirements and goals to
develop high-tech industries and increase
employment.

The park aims to create optimum condi-
tions for business partners, including do-
mestic and international investors. So far,
70 companies have signed contracts for
land at the park.

Isfahan’s History

The vast province of Isfahan is located in
the center of Iran. Although it is mostly
arid, there are several mountains and riv-
ers such as the Zayandehroud that domi-
nate its landscape.

A large population lives in the numerous
oases that mark the old caravan routes,
which linked the northwest and south-
west of Iran up to the Persian Gulf, re-
ported Art-arena.com.

On approaching the city of Isfahan
through the mountain chains that en-
close the Iranian plateau, one comes upon
a wide basin where the historical city is

situated.

The most striking thing, at first sight, is
the contrast between the endless expanse
of rock and sand behind, and the huge oa-
sis that lies ahead, with its big trees bear-
ing lush, verdant foliage.

Only the bulbous domes of the mosques
rise above the canopy of vegetation glow-
ing in the sunshine.

The main monuments of Isfahan are es-
sentially the work of one man, namely
Shah Abbas I (more commonly known
as Shah Abbas the Great), who made the
town his capital in 1598, and had it re-
built with large avenues, magnificent gar-
dens and a royal palace.

Shah Abbas made Isfahan his capital,
prompted by the fear for the safety of the
old capitals, Tabriz and Qazvin, which
were considered too close to the Otto-
man Empire.

During his reign, Isfahan was opened up
to the outside world with the presence
of a number of foreigners at the Safavid
court--English and Dutch merchants, Eu-
ropean artists and diplomats hoping to se-
cure alliances against the common Otto-
man enemy--and became one of the most
glorious cities of its time.

The famous rhyme “Isfahan Nesfeh Ja-
han” (Isfahan is half the world) was
coined in 16th century to express the
city’s grandeur. However, its period of
glory lasted for little more than 100 years.
An invasion by the Afghans in the 18th
century hastened the decline and the
capital was subsequently transferred to
Shiraz and then to Tehran.

Isfahan’s majestic buildings and bridges,
elegant gardens, attractive bazaars and
teahouses entrance the visitor into want-
ing to spend as much time as possible in
its relaxing atmosphere.

British Museum Seeks
Help On Cyrus Cylinder

The British Museum in London has in-
vited an Iranian team to jointly conduct
studies on new pieces belonging to the
Cyrus Cylinder. The Achaemenid clay
artifact, which is currently housed at the
British Museum in London, was set to
be displayed in Iran from Jan. 16, 2010,
Presstv reported.

The museum recently announced in a
letter that new broken pieces from the
cylinder have been found, which might
be a clue to other documents sent by

Cyrus the Great to other regions.

“The British Museum has invited an Ira-
nian team to collaborate on studying the
newly-found pieces,” Hamid Bagqaei, the
head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handi-
crafts and Tourism Organization (ICH-
HTO), told reporters on Saturday.

“The new finding supports the theory
that 10 cylinders were made by Cyrus
and sent to different territories,” he said.
“We might start excavations to find trac-
es of some other cylinders in Iran.”
Baqaei said that in order to make up for
the exhibition delay, ICHHTO has asked
the British Museum to send other an-
cient Persian relics for display along with

the cylinder.

The cylinder is inscribed in Babylonian
cuneiform with an account by Cyrus II,
king of Persia (559-530 BC), and is con-
sidered the world’s first charter of hu-
man rights. The ancient cylinder was
scheduled to be loaned to Iran in Sep-
tember 2009. However, the British Mu-
seum backed out of the agreement, citing
Iran’s post-election unrest. Tehran had
earlier said that it would cease coopera-
tion with the British Museum until the
cylinder is loaned to the National Mu-
seum of Iran. Iran has given assurances
to the British side about the safety of the
priceless artifact.

Earth sinks at
ancient site of
Nagsh-e Rustam

Studies by experts show that the level
of the earth has sunk five centimeters at
the foot of the ancient bas-reliefs at the

Nagsh-e Rustam site in Fars Province.
The mess is clearly visible where the
rocks bearing the bas-reliefs meet the
earth, a number of experts, who re-
quested anonymity, told the Persian
service of the Mehr News Agency.

Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization (CHTHO)
has forbidden its managers and experts
from giving interviews to the news me-
dia or disclosing any information to the
press.

The experts said that the sinkage does
not seem to be causing damage to the
site. However, they also said that this
is an abnormal occurrence for a site in
which ancient monuments are situated.

Some of the experts believe that the
newly constructed Shiraz-Isfahan rail-
way line passing at a distance of one
kilometer from Naqsh-e Rustam is the
reason behind the problem.

They said that the sinkage might have
been induced as a result of vibration
caused by passing trains.

Digging numerous wells and reduction
in the level of water tables in the region
may be other factors causing the phe-
nomenon, they added.

Nagsh-e Rustam is home to the tombs
of the Achaemenid kings Darius I,
Xerxes I, Artaxerxes I, and Darius II,
and several other sites dating back to
the Elamite and Sassanid eras.

In 2006, Iranian archaeologists and cul-
tural heritage enthusiasts raised objec-
tions to the construction of the railway
line, which was to pass at a distance of
about 350 meters from Nagsh-e Rus-
tam.

The archaeologists believe that the
constant vibration from passing trains
would eventually damage the sites.

Consequently, the railway line was re-
located at a distance of one kilometer
from Nagsh-e Rustam.

However, the threat from the railway
line still remains as evidenced by the
sinkage of the earth.
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Vocalist Nurbakhsh wishes to hold
programs where audiences are respected

Vocalist Hamidreza Nurbakhsh of the ensemble

“Masters and Next Generation” regrets the coun-
try’s halls have inadequate sound reproduction sys-
tems and wishes to hold their programs where audi-
ences are respected.

The ensemble featuring Hossein Alizadeh on tar,
Kayhan Kalhor on kamancheh, Siamak Jahangiri
on ney will be giving a concert tour in Canada and
United States opening on February 5.

Nurbakhsh gave details of their concert tour and re-
garded this opportunity as a great experience, “Part
of the poetry in the concert is taken from classic Ira-
nian poems and other parts are from modern that
includes selections in blank verse.

“The music is also a combination of both, partly
from traditional music and partly from modern
pieces which have recently been composed by Kal-
hor and Alizadeh,” he told MNA.

He also remarked that the team was previously in-
fluenced by the singing style of the master Shajar-
ian, “but the new combination is different. We are
all thinking of the beauty of our compositions and
there is no insistence on any specific form. The basis
was first established by Alizadeh and then the en-
tire program was gradually tranformed during the
rehearsals.”

Nurbakhsh also announced that the ensemble is
planning to give a series of concert in several cities
of the country this summer, of course under favora-
ble conditions.

Referring to the recent high ticket prices of the con-
certs, he concluded, “We believe ticket prices must
be reasonable for both family members and univer-
sity students. Also, we are not considering venues
with high rent like Milad Tower and Tehran’s Na-
tional Grand Hall. We are looking for places where
the audiences are respected.”

Photo: Vocalist Hamidreza Nurbakhsh (C), tar vir-
tuoso Hossein Alizadeh (R) and kamancheh virtuo-
so Keyhan Kalhor in an undated photo

Iran’s Jafar Panahi
invited to Berlinale

Berlin Film Festival director Dieter Kosslick has invited
filmmaker Jafar Panahi to take part in their Berlinale cel-

ebration this year.

Kosslick’s letter inviting Panahi to be their special guests

this year was released via Iranian media.

Iranian center publishing
oldest Persian manuscript
on herbal medicine

“Al-Abniah an Haqayiq al-Adwiah”,
which is the oldest Persian manu-
script book about the basic principles
of herbal medicine, has currently be-
ing published in Iran.

The book is being published by the
Miras Maktoob Research Center, an
Iranian institution specializing in the

Spanish flamenco rooted
in Iranian music: scholar

Iranian scholar Dariush Pirniakan is convinced that Spanish music
was influenced by Iranian music, saying that Spanish flamenco is
rooted in Iranian music.

Pirniakan made the statement at a session in which several scholars
reviewed and compared cultural and literary commonalities of Iran
and Spain on January 12 at Tehran’s Book City.

Pirniakan stated that an analysis of Iranian radifs and rhythms indi-
cates that the basis of Spanish flamenco is rooted in Iranian music.
The radifs are the total collection of more than 200 gushehs -- tradi-
tional melodic entities -- in all 12 dastgahs.

“Centuries ago, when the walls of the Kaaba were damaged and
were to be reconstructed, a group of Iranian construction workers
specially selected from Isfahan were taken to Mecca for the recon-
struction. Among the workers were those who were well versed in
music and used to play the lute in their spare time.

“The Arabs who used to pass through the region gradually became
interested in the music and the instrument and asked to learn how
to play lute,” he explained.

“Great musicians were trained in Saudi Arabia and they later took
this music to Andalusia and the Spanish became familiar with Ira-
nian music as well,” he remarked.

Pirniakan stressed that Iranian maqami music is long-established
traditional music, which some even believe is rooted in the pre-
Islamic era.

In Islamic music, a maqam is a specific musical scale combined with
characteristic melodic elements or motifs, played following tradi-
tional formats, which together forms a complete system for the me-
lodic and tonal structure of a musical performance.

He mentioned that the respect paid by Islam to music encouraged
musicians to take it into the Iranian passion play of tazieh, “Our
music was preserved this way and was taken to Andalusia and after-
wards to Europe.”

Previously, Panahi’s passport was confiscated at Tehran’s
Imam Khomeini Airport on October 15 when he was de-
parting for France. Panahi also missed joining the jury of
the 11th Mumbai Film Festival (MFF) in October 2009.

He has been prevented from traveling abroad by restric-
tions on travel imposed following the unrest that occurred
after the June 12 presidential election.

“Offside” director Panahi shared a Silver Bear award from
the 56th International Berlin Film Festival with Danish
filmmaker Pernille Fischer Christensen in 2006.

The festival plans to screen a recently discovered original
cut print of Fritz Lang’s legendary film “Metropolis” dur-
ing its opening ceremony on February 10, 2010.

correction and publication of Iranian
historical texts.

Since the original book is kept at the
Austrian National Library, Professor
Bert Fragner of the Austrian Acade-
my of Sciences is supervising the pub-
lication of the manuscript, the Miras
Maktoob reported on its website.
Iranian experts Ali-Ashraf Sadeqi and
Iraj Afshar have also written intro-
ductions to the book, which will be
released in March.

The original text was written by Abu
Mansur Ali ibn Ahmad Asadi Tusi in
1055 CE.
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Turkish  university
hosts “Iran, Land of
Wonders” slideshow

A slideshow entitled “Iran, Land of Won-
ders” was held by the Iranian photographer
Ahmad Motalaei at the Anadolu University
of Turkey in Eskisehir on Friday.

The program was arranged by Giilbin
Ozdamar, head of the university’s Depart-
ment of Communication.

The slideshow, featuring social activities of

Iranian women from different ethnic groups,
was reviewed and discussed in the presence
of Ms. Ozdamar and the students.

Ozdamar expressed hope that she can man-
age additional exhibits by the artist in a
broader context, helping to better introduce
Iran’s culture and society to the students.

Motalaei also made a short speech, saying,
“Iranian women have participated actively
in numerous societal roles. They have partic-
ipated in all sorts of political, social, cultural
and sports activities over the past 30 years.”

“Iran is home to a variety of ethnic groups,
including Azeri, Kurd, Baluch and many
more, and despite cultural and linguistic
differences, they are all Iranians,” Motalaei
remarked.

Motalaei is a graduate of graphic design and
has focused on both graphic art and photog-
raphy. So far, he has participated in group
exhibitions and festivals in Japan, Russia,
and Austria.

He is currently preparing for an exhibit in
Iran and later in several European countries,
among them Italy, France and the Nether-
lands.

Photo: Isfahani women on the Si-o-Se Pol
Bridge in a photo by Ahmad Motalaei

Tarzan actor Joe Lara
ventures into Iranian
revolution

U.S. actor Joe Lara, who is mostly known for
his role in the “Tarzan” TV series, is coming
to Iran in late February to complete his act-
ing in the Iranian film “Searching for Christ”.

“About 20 percent of the film, which is about
Christ’s family and relatives, has been taken
in the United States,” director Abbas Rafeii
told the Persian service of the Fars News
Agency on Saturday.

“Joe Lara will be coming to play in other se-
quences of the film in Iran,” he added.

Shooting will resume two weeks after his
arrival to allow some time to become accli-
mated to his Iranian environs, he explained.

Most of the film is set in Iran during the last
days of the shah’s regime in 1979.

The film is about Christ, an American cor-
respondent who is in Iran to cover the unrest
of the time.

One day, while covering a demonstration, he
falls down and is injured. He is transferred
to a hospital, but the U.S. media reports that
Christ has been killed.

Christ announces to his family and friends
that he is alive and in good health. How-
ever, the U.S. media claims that the person
making the announcements is an imposter,
insisting that the real Christ has been killed.
Photo: Actor Joe Lara arrives at the 6th An-
nual Living Legends of Aviation Awards
ceremony at the Beverly Hilton Hotel on
January 22, 2009 in Beverly Hills, California.
(Getty Images/Kevin Winter)

Writer Mohammad Ayyubi

dies at 67

The contemporary Iranian writer Mohammad Ayyu-
bi died here on Saturday morning. He was 67.

Ayyubi famous for his novels “Milky Way” and “Jour-
ney to Cancer of Mogul” was suffering from heart dis-

ease and pneumonia.

Ayyubi was born in 1942 in Ahvaz in southern Iran.
Trilogy “Long Melody of South”, “Endless Elegies”
and “Day of the Boar” are among his credits.

His “Masks of Obedience” was a nominee for the best
novel at the second edition of Jalal Al-e Ahmad Liter-

ary Awards.

Plans for Mohammad Ayyubi’s funeral and burial

have not been finalized yet.

Peter Brook to stage
“Grand Inquisitor” in IRAN

British stage director Peter Brook will be bringing his production “The Grand
Inquisitor” to the 28th Fajr International Theater Festival this year.

The adaptation from a chapter of Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s “The Brothers Karama-
zov” is a 50-minute monologue by the Grand Inquisitor speaking to Christ. Adapt-
ed by Marie-Hélene Estienne, the play stars Bruce Myers with lighting design by
Phillipe Vialatte.

The play will go on stage at Tehran’s Iranshahr Theater on January 30 exclusively
for artists and participating troupes. The festival will run from January 22 to 31 in
Tehran’s different halls.

Brook made his first trip to Iran in 1972. He staged the play “Orghast” in Shiraz
with the Iranian actors Siavash Tahmures, Parviz Purhosseini, Hushang Qavanlu
and Fahimeh Rastkar on the occasion of the Shiraz art celebration.

“The Grand Inquisitor” was also staged in October 2008 in the United States at the
Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center in Maryland.

The play has been reviewed by several critics among which are comments in the
Guardian saying, “Peter Brook coined the term Holy Theater... Brook’s produc-
tion and Bruce Myers’s performance have an austere grandeur. The Irish Times
writes, “In Peter Brook’s masterly production...Bruce Myers achieves clarity and
an urgency that make the tale seem utterly contemporary while at the same time
preserving its status as a highly wrought fable.”

Peter Brook was born in London in 1925. He directed his first play there in 1943.
He then went on to direct over 70 productions in London, Paris and New York.
His work with the Royal Shakespeare Company includes “Love’s Labor’s Lost”
(1946), “Measure for Measure” (1950), “Titus Andronicus” (1955), “King Lear”
(1962), “Marat/Sade” (1964), “US” (1966), “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” (1970)
and “Anthony and Cleopatra” (1978).

Photo: Bruce Myers (R), as the Inquisitor, with Jake M. Smith (NY Times)
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Iran scientist killing: More
questions than answers

The BBC’s Tehran correspondent, Jon
Leyne, looks at the questions raised by
the death of an Iranian physics special-
ist in a bombing on Tuesday.

According to the Iranian media, Ma-
soud Ali Mohammadi was a nuclear
scientist, assassinated by counter-rev-
olutionaries, Zionists and agents of the
“global arrogance”.

The implication is clear - his killing was
a Western plot to sabotage Iran’s nucle-
ar programme.

But from the start, there were many cu-
rious anomalies.

Iranian media were unusually quick off
the mark to report the killing, to show
television pictures, and to give the sort
of details that usually only emerge after
hours, days, or weeks in this secretive
state.

The state broadcaster described Dr Mo-
hammadi as a “committed and revolu-
tionary” professor - a strange tribute to
emerge SO SOOI

He was also described as a nuclear sci-
entist.

Official and semi-official media blamed
counter-revolutionaries, Zionists and
agents of the “global arrogance” - Iran’s
usual term for its enemies in the West.
And a reporter for a government-
owned newspaper told the BBC the sci-
entist’s death was likely to be a setback
for the Iranian nuclear programme -
another strange comment in a country
where defiance is usually the rule.

But scientists in Britain and the United
States pointed out that, from his sub-
stantial body of published research, Dr
Mohammadi was most unlikely to have
been working on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme.

His expertise, they said, was in another
field of physics altogether - quantum
mechanics.

Meanwhile, the Iranian opposition
highlighted his name on a list of 240 ac-
ademics who had pledged their support
to the leading opposition candidate,
Mir-Hossein Mousavi, in the disputed
presidential elections.

This is not the sort of action calculated
to bring such a fulsome tribute from the
government as it battles Mr Mousavi’s
supporters.

So this all leaves more questions than
answers.

Deep suspicions
One possibility is that Iran’s opponents

simply attacked the wrong target, mis-
takenly believing they could harm the

nuclear programme.

Yet it was the official media that named
him as a nuclear scientist.

The opposition will suspect it was a
government attack, designed to kill one
of their supporters and intimidate oth-

ers.

Certainly the suggestion foreign agents
penetrated into the heart of Tehran,
with the current intense security, raises
deep suspicions.

Cracking down

But why the Iranian government would
target Dr Mohammadi in particular is
another unanswered question.

If he was an opponent of the govern-
ment, he was certainly not a leading
one.

Whatever the precise circumstances of
his death, the opposition will fear this
will be another reason for cracking
down on their activities.

If that is the case, expect more arrests
and government warnings in the com-
ing days.

Nuclear controversy

And the killing will do little to help
the already faltering dialogue between
Iran and the West over the nuclear pro-
gramme.

Representatives of six major world
powers meet in New York on Saturday
to discuss the current impasse in the
nuclear talks.

The West will be pressing speedy adop-
tion of a new set of sanctions.

One thing all those round the table
should be able to agree is that Iran is
becoming an increasingly complicated
country to understand and to negotiate
with, as the domestic political situation
and the nuclear controversy become
ever more closely intertwined.

Sources: BBC news

Iran

approves bill to
cut food, fuel
subsidies

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI

Iran’s constitutional watchdog approved a
contentious law that would sharply slash
energy and food subsidies -- a move that
could provoke more unrest in a country
struggling under international sanctions,
double-digit inflation and a government
crackdown on the opposition.

The bill was formally approved by the
Guardian Council, state television Web
sites reported Wednesday, roughly a
week after Iranian lawmakers signed
off on the plan proposed by President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The Guardian
Council is a hardline body that must vet
all legislation before it becomes law.

The law would gradually cut energy sub-
sidies, bringing the heavily discounted
fuel prices more in line with internation-
al prices.

Officials say the step is needed to recoup
some of the roughly $90 billion spent
yearly on subsidies by OPEC's second
largest oil exporter. Subsidies currently
consume about 30 percent of the govern-
ment budget at a time when already high
spending and the collapse of oil prices last
year hammered Iran's economy.

The aim is to channel the funds directly
at the poorer segments of the population,
as well as funding infrastructure projects.

Ahmadinejad said on Wednesday the
law is "big step toward implementation
of justice," and added that with its imple-
mentation, there will "not be a single un-
employed and poor person within three
years."

The conservative-dominated parliament
and Ahmadinejad's hardline government
have been bickering for months over
who should control the money earned
through increasing fuel prices.

While the government wanted a total
free hand on controlling and spending
the money, lawmakers countered that it

would only result to widespread corrup-
tion and waste. In a compromise, law-
makers agreed to set up a government
organization charged with administer-
ing the program, but the parliament will
have oversight of the organization.

Iran's economic woes have been one of
Ahmadinejad's biggest challenges.

Critics argue he squandered the country's
the billions Iran earned when oil peaked
in mid-2008 at $147 per barrel on popu-
list projects that appeased his core sup-
porters, but did little to address inflation
that last year hit a high of 30 percent.

While experts say inflation remains
above 25 percent, the government con-
tends that it is around 13.2 percent.

The economy was also a major issue in

L e —
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the contested June elections in which
Ahmadinejad was declared the winner.
The disputed victory sparked months of
protests by reformists who maintain he
stole the election. The subsequent gov-
ernment crackdown has further blighted
Iran's image even as it struggles with an
international community leery of its nu-
clear program.

A push in 2007 to scrap the fuel subsidy
program resulted in widespread outrage,
with gasoline stations burned to the
ground in protests.

Iranians enjoy some of the cheapest gaso-
line prices in the world. Under the cur-
rent rations system, they pay $0.38 per
gallon ($0.10 per liter) for the first 100
liters. Any gasoline bought beyond that
limit costs $1.50 per gallon ($0.40 per
liter). The new law would gradually strip
away subsidies to bring the prices closer
in line with international market prices.

The law could also ostensibly be aimed at
helping decrease gasoline consumption in
the country.

A bill before the U.S. Senate would au-
thorize President Barack Obama to im-
pose sanctions on Iran, including limiting
its imports of gasoline. Iranian officials
have downplayed the potential conse-
quences, but the country has to import
about 40 percent of its gasoline needs be-
cause it lacks sufficient refining capacity.
Efforts to boost its oil production, which
analysts estimate at about 3.75 million
barrels per day, have also been stymied by
U.S. sanctions that seek to bar companies
from investing in Iran's oil sector. Those
sanctions have meant that relatively few
companies have been willing to commit
capital to projects.
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Three men accused of exporting
nuclear technology to Iran

Three men were accused in an alleged
conspiracy to illegally export nuclear
technology to Iran, federal prosecutors
said on Wednesday.

The three suspects, a Los Angeles resi-
dent and two Iranians, violated trade
sanctions imposed on Iran, according to
the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

The technology intended to be exported
to Iran could be used to produce nuclear
fuel, prosecutors claimed.

An indictment returned by a federal
grand jury in Los Angeles on Dec. 30
charges Jiraiir Avanessian, 56, a Los An-
geles resident, and Farhoud Masoumian,
42, of Tehran, with multiple violations
of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA) and the Ira-
nian trade embargo, including smuggling,
money laundering and other crimes.

The IEEPA prohibits U.S. citizens from
exporting such technology to Iran with-
out a license and federal authorization.
Also, it is illegal to sell the technology to
Iran from the United States.

Avanessian was arrested at his home on
Monday and a U.S. magistrate ordered
him detained pending trial. An arrest
warrant has been issued for Masoumian,
according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

A third man, Amirhossein Sairafi of
Iran, was charged on Jan. 4 in a criminal
complaint filed in U.S. District Court in
downtown Los Angeles for his alleged
role in the scheme.

He was arrested earlier this week in
Frankfurt by German law enforcement
authorities based on a provisional arrest
warrant from the United States, the U.S.

Attorney’s Office said.

The Iran-born Avanessian, owner and
operator of the XVAC firm in Los Ange-
les, is accused of conspiring with Masou-
mian and Sairafi to arrange the export of
vacuum pumps and other sensitive equip-
ment to Iran through a free trade zone in
the United Arab Emirates.

The indictment alleges that on various
occasions, Avanessian received orders for
the products sought by Masoumian on
behalf of people in Iran.

Avanessian bought the products and ar-
ranged to ship them to the UAE, making
it appear the UAE was the final destina-
tion, and Sairafi would then send the
material from there to Iran, prosecutors
allege.

The three men re-labeled the shipments
as “spare parts” to mask their true con-
tents and void interception, the U.S. gov-
ernment alleges.

If convicted on all counts, Avanessian
and Masoumian face maximum sentences
of 615 years and 525 years in federal pris-
on, respectively, prosecutors said.

Larijani calls on MPs to seriously con-
sider reducing relations with the UK

Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani has asked the
Majlis National Security and Foreign Poli-
cy Committee to seriously consider a pro-
posal to reduce relations with Britain.

The country’s important institutions
should seriously consider this issue, and
the Majlis National Security and Foreign
Policy Committee has a duty to study the
plan and make a decision about the level
of relations with Britain, Larijani told law-
makers in parliament on Wednesday.

He criticized the British government for
its involvement in actions against the
country in the past and its involvement in
the post-election unrest.

He made the remarks one day after an Ira-
nian particle physicist was assassinated in
a bomb attack in Tehran.

Iran has accused the United States and Is-
rael of being behind the attack.

However, the Iran Royal Association,
which is based in Britain, has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack that killed par-
ticle physicist Massoud Ali-Mohammadi.

Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Manouchehr Mottaki said here on
Wednesday that the Majlis National Se-
curity and Foreign Policy Committee
members and the country’s deputy foreign
ministers have discussed the proposal to
reduce relations with Britain.

If there is a final decision on the issue, it
will be implemented without any doubt,
he added.

Certain countries were involved in the
post-election incidents and led the riots,
and their actions will affect the relations
between Iran and those countries, Mot-
taki told reporters at a press conference in
Tehran.

Azerbaijan, Iran
sign gas contract

State Oil Company of Azerbaijan (SOCAR)

and National Iranian Gas Export Company
have signed a short-term contract for Az-
erbaijani gas supplies to Iran.

The contract envisages Azerbaijani gas sup-
plies to Iran to the total amount of 100 mil-
lion cubic meters (1.2 million cubic meters
of gas per day) till March-April.

Iran’s north regions distant from major gas
fields will be supplied with Azerbaijani gas.

The contract has been signed in Wednesday
by SOCAR president Rovnag Abdullayev
and NIGEC managing director Seyed Reza
Kasaeizadeh as a result of the talks held in
Baku.

Azerbaijan and Iran are connected with the
Kazi-Magomed-Astara gas pipeline which is
1474.5 kilometers long.

Its capacity is 10 billion cubic meters per
year. This route is a branch of the pipeline
Gazakh-Astara-Iran, put into operation in
1971. Three compressor stations in Kazi-
Magomed, Agdash and Gazakh have been
built. Pipe diameter is 1,200 mm.

Modernization of gas infrastructure will al-
low supplying about 5 million cubic meters
of the Azerbaijani gas per day (about 1.8 bil-
lion cubic meters per year) to Iran.

The existing infrastructure allows deliver-
ing about 500 million cubic meters of gas

per year.

(Source: en.trend.az)
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Iranian MPs demand
Iran cuts ties with Britain

Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani has asked the of relations with Britain, Larijani told law- bomb attack in Tehran. Meanwhile, Iranian Minis-

Majlis National Security and Foreign Pol-
icy Committee to seriously consider a pro-
posal to reduce relations with Britain.

The country’s important institutions
should seriously consider this issue, and
the Majlis National Security and Foreign
Policy Committee has a duty to study the
plan and make a decision about the level

Vocalist Nurbakhsh wishes
to hold programs where
audiences are respected

Vocalist Hamidreza Nurbakhsh of the en-
semble “Masters and Next Generation” re-
grets the country’s halls have inadequate
sound reproduction systems and wishes to
hold their programs where audiences are
respected. Page 7

Iran’s Jafar Panahi
invited to Berlinale

erlin Film Festival di-
rector Dieter Kosslick
has invited filmmaker =
Jafar Panahi to take |
part in their Berlinale g
celebration this year.
Kosslick’s letter inviting
Panahi to be their special guests this year
was released via Iranian media.
Previously, Panahi’s passport was confis-
cated at Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Airport
on October 15 when he was departing for
France. Panahi also missed joining the jury
of the 11th Mumbai Film Festival (MFF) in
October 2009. Page 7

makers in parliament on Wednesday.

He criticized the British government for its
involvement in actions against the country
in the past and its involvement in the post-
election unrest.

He made the remarks one day after an Ira-
nian particle physicist was assassinated in a

Iran has accused the United States and Is-
rael of being behind the attack.

However, the Iran Royal Association,
which is based in Britain, has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack that killed par-
ticle physicist Massoud Ali-Mohammadi.

-— -'.

Foreign
ter Manouchehr Mottaki said here on
Wednesday that the Majlis National Secu-
rity and Foreign Policy Committee mem-
bers and the country’s deputy foreign min-
isters have discussed the proposal to reduce
relations with Britain.

Continued on Page 3
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