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Donate to UNICEF's Haiti Earthquake Children's Appeal
http://www.unicef.org.uk

British Red Cross
http://www.redcross.org.uk

Haiti Earthquake Appeal
http://www.oxfam.org.uk
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Advertising and Sponsorship Opportunities

Tangerine Ent Ltd offers, you the advertisers and sponsors a broad range of ways to
promote you, your products and services to Iranian Community throughout UK.

Our advertising and sponsorship opportunities are broad enough to include online
media and print publications, all of which provide an unparalleled opportunity for
your company to showcase your products and services.

You can access full details of all advertising and sponsorship opportunities by
visiting www.ahang.co.uk or contact Tangerine on 0845 0543660 or +44 (0) 75 300
22 33 2 via Email: marketing@tangerineconcerts.com

Publications

Tangerine Ent produces wide range of flyers,Posters with each one focusing and
targeting iranian community in UK. These publications are circulated among those
attending the Concert,in different Persian Shops around UK

Online advertising

Tangerine Ent website plus www.ahang.co.uk are the chief point of reference for our
fans through UK and abroad, providing an extensive range of content to the
Entertainment profession. Placing an advert on Tangerine Ent website will provide
your company with exposure to a truly global audience focussing on iranian
Community in UK

info@tangerineconcerts.com
0845 054 3660
0753002233 2

Tangerine . concerts
www.tangerineconcerts.com
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LONDON CONCERT
SUNDAY. 14th March

indigo, at The 02

Peninsula Square

S,
Show Starts 8:00 PM SE10 0BB

® TICKETS e TICKET CENTRES
STANDING :£39 MASOUD (Hammersmith Rd)
VIP:£59 & UP SAHAND ( Finchley Central)
075 300 22 33 2 TEHRAN ( Finchley Rd)

MAZANDARAN (Ealing)
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M ACCOUNTING

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Business Health Check
Book Keeping
Annual Accounts
VAT
\ Payroll & PAYE

Business Plans

Is your business struggling with VAT or
PAYE payments?

Do you need a fresh set of esyss on your
businesa operations?

Are you starting up you own business?
Wea speclallsa In small and ewnar managad

businesaes. With over 20 years experience
in the commercial secton we can help.

Let A&A Accounting Services take the strain avway.
For a FREE no obligation consultation, call us now
on: 01737 B33 2492

-

+ Driver/Chef Screen = W Nﬁ /\\
» Caller ID and Customer Profile
System

_»Maps and directions \\\

e Online and offline administration
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Finchley House
707 High Road Finchley, London N12 0BT

Tel: 0208 446 4884

Fax: 020 8492 3922- vovie: 0777 20 22222
gandi.uk@gmail.com
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Mahdavikia vexed
by not playing

Eintracht Frankfurt winger Mehdi Mahdavikia is dissatisfied
with his condition in the German club.

The Iranian player has been out of action in Eintracht from
the beginning of the current season.

“It’s a difficult situation for me and I feel so disappointed. I
never imagined it would be like this in Eintracht. I do not
know what to do,” Fr-Online quoted Mahdavikia as saying.
The 32-year player joined Eintracht from Hamburg in 2007 as
a replacement for Albert Streit; however, the Iranian has yet
to find a way to be chosen in the starting list.

Meanwhile, Iranian media reported that Mahdavikia is set to
return to his homeland, but he ruled this out. He said,” These
are just speculations in the newspapers. I will not come back
now because Iran Professional league matches are due to end
soon,”

Mahdavikia’s contract expires at the end of the season and
Eintracht has not decided whether to extend his contract or
not.

Mahdavikia resigned from the national team in June. The
former Iran captain said, “’It was a great honor for me to play
13 years for the national team. It was an outstanding period.
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PersepolisnamedasIran’s
most popular team

Persepolis football team has been chosen as Iran’smost ~ Sepahan of Isfahan, Shahin of Bushehr and “other
popular team, according to polls taken by a widely  teams” gained three, one and one percent respectively.
viewed Iranian television program, Navad (Ninety),on =~ More than 2,500,000 viewers took part in the poll.

Monday night. Persepolis is fifth in the Iran Professional League (IPL)
Persepolis won 51 percent of the votes in the six-candi- standings table with 34 points. Esteghlal is fourth on
date race. Esteghlal finished in the second place scoring  goal difference. Traktor Sazi sits sixth with 33 points in
33 percent. Traktor Sazi of Tabriz came third with 11 the IPL table. Sepahan, Iran’s fourth popular team, is
percent in the opinion poll. first in the domestic league with 45 points, and Shahin

is 13th with 26 points

Iran to participate in
2010 Sitting World
Championships in U.S.

Iran will take part in the 2010 Sitting Volleyball World Cham-
pionships which will be held in the UCO Hamilton Field House
in Edmond, Oklahoma from July 11 to 18.

The competition is expected to bring together about 640 athletes
and coaches from 40 men’s and women’s national teams around
the world.

The competition will serve as a qualifier for the 2012 Paralympic
Games in London.

Iran will participate in the event as the gold medalist of the 2008
Beijing Paralympic Games

Nekounam denies Mahram beat UAE in Dubai
= - basketball tourney

sending amiable

mail to Iran coach

Iran midfielder Javad Nekounam denied sarcastic me-
dia fabrication about sending love emails to the national
coach Afshin Ghotbi.

“We don’t have these things in Iranian football. No player
has ever sent a love note to a coach. I am too embarrassed
to even utter these words,” the Osasuna midfielder added.

“Some people want to hurt Iran’s football. They mean to Iran’s Mahram defeated the UAE national
disrespect the team; however, they won’t succeed,” Javad team in the Dubai International Basketball
Nekounam said. Championship 2010 on Monday. Iran beat

the host 110-72 in Group A. Mahram had
“I will take up the matter in an Iranian court. I won'’t let already defeated Egyptian El-Gezira and
them publish fake interviews attributed to me,” Iran cap- Al-Wahda from Syria in the tournament.
tain stated. Mahram is scheduled to play Lebanese Al-
Meanwhile, Nekounam praised Iran’s performance against Riyadi on Tuesday. 10 of the best regional
Singapore in the Asian Cup 2011 qualifier. teams have participated in the Dubai Inter-

national Basketball Championship in two
“Iran beat Singapore 3-1, but we could have scored two groups. The top four teams from each group
more goals. Some players made mistakes and we conceded will advance to the quarterfinal stage. The
a goal in the match,” Nekounam said event runs to January 23
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UNESCO Awards Proposed

Iran’s National Commission for
UNESCO proposes founding two
awards named after the eminent
Iranians, namely Ferdowsi and
Sheikh Bahaei, to the internation-
al organization.

Mohammad Reza Saeidabadi,
secretary-general of Iran’s Na-
tional Commission for UNESCO,
told ISNA that Iran aims to
found awards in the areas of cul-
tural heritage and job creativity
to promote the country’s role in
UNESCO programs.

“The Ferdowsi award, which is
under the review process, is to be
dedicated to the cultural heritage
field. The award may be finalized
within a few months,” he said.
Ferdowsi is renowned for his
magnum opus, Shahnameh or
the Book of Kings. He devoted 35
years of his life to the creation of
this treasure, which has a unique
position in Persian literature.

The Iranian poet is honored for
his efforts to regenerate Iran’s

cultural traditions after the Arab
conquest in the 7th century.

“The Sheikh Bahaei award rec-
ognizes activists who have made
important contributions to job
creativity and who have been a
source of support, motivation and
inspiration for people around the
world,” he said.

If approved, the awards would be
held every two years.

Saeidabadi also regarded as inef-
fective the efforts by some west-
ern countries to hinder the proc-
ess of Iranian cultural heritage
registration.

“Iran has a rich cultural herit-
age and we hope to register it on
UNESCO’s list,” he said.

Sheikh Bahaei, who lived almost
400 years ago, was a philosopher,
mathematician and astronomer.
He has a legacy of 88 articles, let-
ters and books along with poetry
in Persian and Arabic.

As an architect, Sheikh Bahaei
demonstrated his mastery of ar-

chitecture in designing Isfahan’s
Imam Mosque.

Ferdowsi (935-1020) was a highly
revered Persian poet and one of
the undisputed giants of Persian
literature.

After Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, a
number of other literary works
similar in nature have surfaced
over the centuries. Without ex-
ception, all such works were
based in style and method on
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, but none
of them could achieve the same
degree of popularity as Ferdowsi’s
masterpiece.

Because of the strides he made in
regenerating the Persian language
and cultural traditions, Ferdowsi
has a unique place in Persian his-
tory. His works are cited as a cru-
cial component in the durability
of the Persian language.

The Shahnameh Millennium has
been registered on UNESCO’s cal-
endar of events for 2010.

Sherlock Holmes
Britain’s Attraction

Sherlock Holmes the movie has already
made more than $300 million at the box
office worldwide and British tourism offi-
cials are hoping it means money for them

too.

Britain’s tourism board has been promot-
ing films for the past 15 years, so they
know just how lucrative a movie like
“Sherlock Homes” can be, CNN reported.
“To give you an example of a typical blockbuster
film, it is normally seen by about 120 million people
in the first three weeks of opening,” British tourism
official, Laurence Bash, told CNN.

“Even if a small percentage of those come to visit
Britain as a result of this particular film, that’s going
to have a huge boost in some of those tourism attrac-

tions featured in our promotion.”
As much of “Sherlock Holmes” is set in London, this

means big business for museum officials and gift shop

operators.

The Sherlock Holmes Museum at 221b Baker Street

equipment.

is the address where the fictional detec-
tive lived, according to the stories by Co-
nan Doyle.

B Nearby, a nine-foot statue of Holmes
| greets visitors at the Baker Street Under-
ground station.

Inside the museum, visitors can check
out Holmes’ study, sit in his armchair by the fireside,
examine his calabash pipe and observe his chemistry

About 70,000 visitors a year stop by the Victorian
lodging house, though officials are expecting a spike
of interest fueled by the new movie.

While thousands of tourists flock to visit the muse-
um, many of its visitors are unaware that Sherlock
Holmes was not a real person.

Iran threatens to cut
cultural ties with Britain
over Cyrus Cylinder loan

Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Organi-
zation (CHTHO) director, who is also a vice president, said
on Thursday that Iran would cut cultural ties with Britain if
they cannot come to an agreement with the British Museum
concerning the Cyrus Cylinder loan.

“We are currently talking to them about the issue and if the
discussions produce the outcome that Britain doesn’t want
to fulfill the previous agreement, undoubtedly, we will cut
cultural ties with Britain due to our previous ultimatum,”
Hamid Bagqaii told the Persian service of IRNA.

Iran has been waiting to receive the Cyrus Cylinder on loan
from the British Museum since 2005 after the National Mu-
seum of Iran loaned the British Museum a number of arti-
facts for the “Forgotten Empire: The World of Ancient Per-
sia” show in London.

The cylinder was to put on display in an exhibition at the
National Museum of Iran on January 16, but officials at the
British Museum said last week that would be a delay in send-
ing the artifact.

They said that the decision to postpone sending the artifact
to Iran was made due to a recent discovery of two cuneiform
tablets in BM’s collection of Babylonian art, which contain
passages with remarkable similarities to those found on the
cylinder.

But Iranian government sees political reasons for the delay
as it occurs in the wake of turmoil following Iran’s disputed
presidential election.

“If we catch the Britain killing time in sending the Cyrus
Cylinder, we will inform the world that Britain is forcing
cultural issues into the political arena,” Baqaii noted.

“At present, the cultural and academic centers of Britain and
CHTHO are collaborating, but on this matter, they need to
cooperate with us,” he said.

Considered the world’s first declaration of human rights, the
Cyrus Cylinder is a document issued by the Persian emperor
Cyrus the Great in the form of a clay cylinder inscribed in
Akkadian cuneiform script.

The cylinder was created following the Persian conquest of
Babylon in 539 BC, when Cyrus overthrew the Babylonian
king Nabonidus and replaced him as ruler, ending the Neo-
Babylonian Empire.

The text of the cylinder denounces Nabonidus as impious
and portrays the victorious Cyrus as pleasing to the chief Ba-
bylonian god Marduk.

It goes on to describe how Cyrus had improved the lives of
the citizens of Babylonia, repatriated displaced peoples and
restored temples and cult sanctuaries.

The cylinder was discovered in 1879 by the Assyro-British
archaeologist Hormuz Rassam in the foundations of the Es-
agila, the main temple of Babylon. Today, it is kept in the
British Museum in London.
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Spain to Honor Majidi

Oscar-nominated Iranian filmmaker Majid
Majidi will be honored with the Ibn Arabi
Award during a ceremony in Murcia, south-
eastern Spain.

The mayor of Murcia is scheduled to present
the award on February 14, the Persian service
of the Fars News Agency reported on Saturday.
Majidi’s ‘Children of Heaven’ was nominated
in the category of Best Foreign Language Film
at the Academy Awards in 1998.

A number of Majidi’s films are slated to be
screened in Murcia, which is the hometown
of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, a Muslim Andalusian
Arab Sufi mystic and philosopher who lived
1165-1240.

Some 800 works are attributed to Ibn Arabi,
although only some have been authenticated.
Recent research suggests that over 100 of his
works have survived in manuscript form, al-
though most printed versions have not yet
been critically edited and include many errors.
The Ibn Arabi Award is given annually to the
artists promoting spiritual values and good
morals.

Murcia first established its claim to Ibn Arabi
as one of its citizens in 1990 when city offi-
cials commemorated the 750th anniversary of
the death of the mystic during a conference at-
tended by many of the world’s prominent scholars.

Tehran conference to review
“Cultural Iran and Globalization”

Tehran’s Tarbiat-Moddares University will be
hosting the conference “Cultural Iran and Globali-
zation, Panorama to Future” on January 20.
Cosponsored by Tarbiat-Moddares University and
the Research Institute of National Studies, several
scholars are scheduled to speak at the conference
opening at 9 in the morning and closing 5pm.
Secretary of the conference Ali-Ashraf Nazari and
scholar Gholmahossein Ebrahimi-Dinani will be
giving the opening addresses.

Ali Morshedizad, Ebrahim Khodayar, Negar Dav-
ari Ardakani, Ali Karimi, Davud Mirmohammadi
and Bahram Amir-Ahmadian will be delivering
speeches in the morning.

Other scholars including Mohammad
Mansurnejad, Bahram Navazani and Ali Karimi
will discuss several issues such as the role of Per-
sian in the formation of the Urdu language and
literature, religious movements and globalization,
and the tools to develop cultural Iran.

The challenges of globalization, and the world of
Islam, as well as the identity of the Islamic Revolu-
tion in other countries will also be reviewed at the
conference.

Author and researcher Mir Jalaleddin Kazzazi will
be making the closing speech

Iran to take controver-
sial symphony to Europe

despite objections

The Tehran Sym-
phony Orchestra
(TSO) will per-
form the Peace
and  Friendship
Symphony in
five European
countries despite
objections by a f§
number of promi-
nent Iranian mu- §
sicians.

Italy, France, and
Germany will be three of the five countries to host the TSO from
January 22 to February 4, the Persian service of the Fars News
Agency reported on Monday.

The two other countries will be announced in the near future, the
agency added with no reference to the source of the report.

No precise venue was mentioned for the TSO’s concerts in the three
countries.

A number of Iranian musicians including Melal Orchestra conduc-
tor Peyman Soltani and TSO Council member Mostafa-Kamal Pur-
torab are opposed to the composition selected for the concerts.
They have said that the Peace and Friendship Symphony lacks the
standards of a symphony to be performed in Europe, which is home
of the world’s most prominent composers and prestigious sympho-
ny orchestras.

They believe that Iranian classical music will be dishonored by per-
forming the symphony.

Composed by Majid Entezami in last year, the symphony was origi-
nally entitled the Islamic Revolution Symphony, but it has recently
been renamed for the European concerts.

It was first performed at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall for five nights dur-
ing Iran’s Fajr celebrations for the 30th anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution in February 2009. A number of high-ranking Iranian
officials, including President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, attended one
of the concerts.

Iran cancels performances
of British troupe

Iran has cancelled the performances of a Brit-
ish play on Friday.

“Grand Inquisitor” was to be staged by veteran
British stage director Peter Brook at the 28th
Fajr International Theater Festival, which will
take place in Tehran from January 22 to 31.
“Inviting Peter Brook to stage ‘Grand Inquisi-
tor’ produced extremely divergent reactions.
Some have declared they won’t tolerate per-
formances of his troupe in Iran,” the Public
Relations of the festival announced in a press
release.

Last week, the Iranian Majlis asked its National
Security and Foreign Policy Committee to con-
sider a proposal to reduce the level of relations
with Britain.

The Iranian government has accused Britain of
involvement in Iran’s post-election unrest.

In addition, Vice President Hamdi Baqaii, who
is also the director of Iran’s Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts Organization, threat-
ened to cut cultural ties with Britain if the
British Museum does not fulfill its obligation to
loan the Cyrus Cylinder to Iran for an exhibit.

Don’t Miss us at

www.persianweekly.co.uk

UNESCO studying Iran’s
proposals to establish

two intl. awards

The Iranian National Commission for UNESCO has proposed two
international awards to UNESCO for further study.

Secretary General of the Iranian commission Mohammadreza Saei-
dabadi said here on Monday that the commission has proposed two
international awards, one for Ferdowsi and the other for Sheikh
Bahai, and that UNESCO is currently studying the two cases.

“The Ferdowsi international award would cover the scope of cul-
tural heritage while the Sheikh Bahai award would focus on entre-
preneurship,” he remarked.

If approved, the awards would be held every two years, he added.
He also regarded as ineffective the efforts by some Western coun-
tries in hindering the process of Iranian cultural heritage registra-
tion.

“Iran enjoys a rich culture and we hope to register more of it on
UNESCO’s list every year,” he mentioned.

Ferdowsi (935-1020) is author of the Shahnameh (“Book of Kings”),
the Persian national epic, to which he gave its final and enduring
form, although he based his poem mainly on an earlier prose ver-
sion.

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh millennium was registered on UNESCO’s
calendar of events for 2010.

Sheikh Bahai (1546-1622) was an Iranian theologian, mathemati-
cian, jurist, and astronomer who was a major figure in the cultural
revival of Safavid Iran.
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IPC ready

to preserve
Jalali’s Qajar
collection

The Iranian Photographers Center (IPC) is
ready to preserve the late Bahman Jalali’s
photo collection he reproduced on the Qajar
era.

Jalali was mostly famous for the photomon-
tages of Qajar era negatives. A number of his
works in this genre were published in his
book “The Revealed Treasure”.

Veteran Iranian photographer Bahman Jalali
died at 65 in Tehran on Friday evening. Jalali
was informed of his illness, pancreatic can-

cer, early last month. He left to Germany for
treatment and returned home Thursday and
the next day Friday, Jalali died in his home.
IPC director Rasul Oliyazadeh is convinced
that Jalali played a major role in introducing
Iranian photography to the world and that
he was active in holding photo exhibits in
Iran and other countries.

“The center will do its best to preserve the
Qajar photo archive for the next generation,”
Oliyazadeh stated.

Jalali was the one who narrated the first days
of the Islamic Revolution in 1979 with his
camera and later registered the events of the
Iran-Iraq war and the occupation of Khor-
ramshahr.

His collection of Bushehr in southern Iran,
the deserts in central Iran and his photo-
montages of Qajar era negatives are other
photo narratives by the artist.

Austrian Kunsthaus Graz or Graz Art Mu-
seum held a retrospective of Jalali last year
in which over one hundred photos, spanning
30 years of Jalali’s work, including photos
depicting the Iran-Iraq war, architectural

styles in Iran’s deserts, various Iranian ethnic
groups, and a collection of his red, brown,
black and white images went on display at
the museum.

“My maximum pleasure in life comes from
the time others spend with me as we enjoy
looking at photos I have taken,” he had once
declared.

“I can not take photos easily these day. Per-
haps when we were younger and were be-
ginners, we took photos more easily. Unfor-
tunately we became accustomed to technical
jargon and this ruined the honesty between
us and our cameras,” he had mentioned.
Photos of peace, war, revolution, and even
those who posed for the photos like the fish-
ermen are the shadows Jalali made from the
truth, and his camera was always kind to
them.

Jalali was born in 1944 in Tehran and was

a graduate with a degree in economics and
political science. He collaborated with the
French photo press agency SIPA after the
Iran-Iraq war, but soon left to pursue his
own interests in documentary photography.

In 1977, he began with a photo collection
of Iran’s mud houses in the deserts. He in-
troduced this collection at the University of
Hamburg 10 years ago and later in Barcelona
and Austria.

Afterwards, his collection went on display at
Tehran’s Rah-e Abrisham Gallery (Silk Road
Gallery).

It was last year when Jalali and the Silk Road
Gallery founder arranged an exhibit entitled
“165 years of Iranian photography” at the
Musée du Quai Branly in Paris.

Jalali will always be remembered in our
hearts and minds. His funeral procession
will begin Sunday morning in front of the
Iranian Artists Forum located on Musavi
St., Taleqani Ave. He will be buried in the
Artists Section of Tehran’s Behesht-e Zahra
Cemetery.

Photo: A Qajar photomontage by Bahman
Jalali

“About Elly” continues roll at Iranian
critics, screenwriters festival

The Society for Cinema Critics and Screenwriters of Iran selected “About Elly” as
best film during its annual celebration here on Monday at the Arasbaran Cultural
Center.

Directed by Asghar Farhadi, “About Elly” has won several awards at other film
festivals and will be representing Iranian cinema in the Best Foreign Language
Film category at the 82nd Annual Academy Awards in 2010.

Leila Hatami won the Best Actress Award for her role in Hamid Nematollah’s
“Penniless”, a drama about a couple facing destitution. Hatami had also won the
Best Actress Crystal Simorgh for her role in “Penniless” at the Fajr International
Film Festival in February in 2009.

The Best Actor Award went to Mohammadreza Forutan for his role in Parviz
Shahbazi’s “Karat 14”.

Hassan Fat’hi won the Best Director Award for his movie “The Postman Doesn’t
Knock Three Times”.

Hamid Nematollah and Hadi Mogaddam-Dust shared the Best Screenplay Award
for “Penniless”.

The celebration continued with the handing of awards to several winners se-
lected by the Tehran Film Club. The awards were presented to Roya Nonahali
“The Voices”, Shahab Hosseini “About Elly”, and Hamid Nematollah and Hadi
Mogaddam-Dust “Penniless”.

Photo: Leila Hatami gives a short speech after she received the Best Actress Award
from comedian Alireza Khamseh (R) for her role in “Penniless” during the an-
nual celebration of the Society for Cinema Critics and Screenwriters. (Mehr/Majid
Asgaripur)

University of Tehran restoring
Ferdowsi statue

After about 70 years, the metal statue
of Ferdowsi is undergoing restoration
at the University of Tehran.

A gift from the Parsee and Zoroastrian
communities of India, the statue was
erected at Ferdowsi Square on October
1, 1945.

In 1959, the statue was replaced with
a marble 3m high statue of Ferdowsi
which was made by veteran artist
Abolhassan Seddiqi.

The metal statue was relocated to the
campus of the Faculty of Literature and
Humanities of the University of Te-
hran.

The University of Tehran began the
project to refurbish the statue last
Wednesday.

In the first stage of the process lasting one week, the crust on the sculpture that has
formed over the years will be removed, University of Tehran official Reza Qasemi
told MNA.
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Iransaysits "nuclearrights”
must be recognized

Major powers will only achieve
results in their meetings on
Iran if they adopt a “realis-
tic approach” and recognize
its nuclear rights, the Islamic
Republic’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman said on Sunday.

Ramin Mehmanparast made the com-
ment a day after the six powers met to
discuss prospects of further sanctions
against Iran over its nuclear program,
with participants saying China made
clear it opposed more punitive action at
the moment.

Iran’s official IRNA news agency said
Mehmanparast described the powers’
failure to reach an agreement on Iran’s
nuclear issue as natural.

Diplomats from the United States, Brit-
ain, France, Germany, Russia and China
held a three-hour meeting in New York
on Saturday.

It came after Iran ignored U.S. President
Barack Obama’s Dec 31, 2009, deadline
to respond to an offer from the six pow-
ers of economic and political incentives
in exchange for halting its nuclear en-
richment activities.

“The solution lies in the recognition of
Iran’s nuclear rights by the group,” Me-
hmanparast said. “The planned meetings
of the (six powers) would not have clear
results as long as they lack a realistic ap-
proach.”

Washington and its Western allies ac-

cuse Iran of trying to develop nuclear
weapons under the cover of its civilian
atomic program. Iran, the world’s fifth-
largest crude exporter, says its program is
designed to generate electricity.

The European Union, which hosted the
meeting at its New York office, said that
despite the lack of a concrete outcome,
further sanctions were now on the big-
power agenda and the six would be in
contact again soon to continue the dis-
cussions.
All the powers except China sent top lev-
el Foreign Ministry officials to Saturday’s
meeting. But Beijing, which said earlier
this month that it was not the right time
for new sanctions, sent only a mid-rank-
ing diplomat from its U.N. mission.
China’s virtual snub of the meeting
dismayed the four Western powers in
the group. They had hoped to reach an
agreement on whether to begin drafting
a new U.N. Security Council resolution
on a fourth round of sanctions against
Iran.
Three previous rounds of U.N. sanctions
have targeted Iran’s nuclear and missile
industries, but Iran has shrugged them
off and said it plans to pursue its right to
enrich uranium, which can have both ci-
vilian and military uses.
The Western powers had originally
hoped to sanction Iran’s energy sector
but dropped the idea months ago when
it became clear Russia and China would
never accept it.

( Source Reuters)

Iran ‘formally rejects

nuclear fuel deal’

Iran has told the International Atomic
Energy Agency
it does not ac-
cept the terms
of a deal to ease

concerns about
its nuclear pro-
gramme, diplo-
mats say.

For months, the
Iranian govern-
ment has criti-
cised the offer to ship low-enriched ura-
nium abroad in return for fuel, but never
responded formally.

But diplomats say Tehran is now suggest-
ing an alternative involving a simultaneous
exchange on its territory.

Correspondents say the proposal is very
unlikely to be acceptable to the West.

The US and its allies fear Iran is attempting
to develop nuclear weapons. Iran insists its
nuclear programme is entirely peaceful.

The BBC’s Bethany Bell in Vienna says it
is not clear whether Iranian officials have
responded in writing or only verbally to
the IAEA about the deal that envisages Iran
sending about 70% of its low-enriched ura-
nium to Russia and France, where it would
be processed into fuel.

But diplomats say they appear to have re-
jected one of the main conditions - that all
the uranium leaves Iran well before any
fuel is dispatched.

When asked about the reports on Tues-
day, a US state department spokesman said
Iran’s proposal was inadequate.

“I am not sure that they have delivered a
formal response, but it is clearly an inad-
equate response,” P ] Crowley said.

NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE

Mined uranium ore is purified and recon-
stituted into solid form known as yellow-
cake

Yellowcake is chemically processed and
converted into Uranium Hexafluoride gas
Gas is fed through centrifuges, where its
isotopes separate and process is repeated
until uranium is enriched

Low-level enriched uranium is used for
nuclear fuel

Highly enriched uranium can be used in
nuclear weapons

In depth: Nuclear fuel cycle

“I am not sure that whatever they have
done, perhaps today, is any different than
what they have done previously.”

Neither officials at the IAEA nor Iran’s rep-
resentative to the organisation, Ali Asghar
Soltanieh, have so far commented.

The US and its allies on the UN Security
Council have been pushing for a fourth

round of sanctions if Iran’s rejects the deal.

But Russia and China are said to be scepti-
cal of any new penalties

( Source BBC NEWS)

Tehran, Baku to finalize
gas deal in three months

Iran is in talks with Azerbaijan to final-
ize the long-term Azeri gas importation
deal within the next three months, the
managing director of National Iranian
Gas Export Company (NIGEC) said on
Wednesday.

Seyed Reza Kasaeizadeh added that the
deal will allow supplying about 5 million
cubic meters of the Azerbaijani gas per
day (about 1.8 billion cubic meters per
year) to Iran.

The existing infrastructure allows deliv-
ering about 500 million cubic meters of
gas per year, he noted. State Oil Com-

pany of Azerbaijan (SOCAR) and NIGEC
signed a short-term contract in mid-Jan-
uary for Azerbaijani gas supplies to Iran.

The contract envisages Azerbaijani gas
supplies to Iran to the total amount of
100 million cubic meters (1.2 million
cubic meters of gas per day) through
March-April.

Iran’s north regions distant from major
gas fields will be supplied with Azerbai-
jani gas.

Azerbaijan and Iran are connected with
the Kazi-Magomed-Astara gas pipeline
which is 1474.5 kilometers long.

Its capacity is 10 billion cubic meters per
year. This route is a branch of the pipe-
line Gazakh-Astara-Iran, put into opera-
tion in 1971

Foreign investment in Iran drops

Foreign investments in Iran tumbled 96 percent in the Iranian calendar year 1387
(March 2008-March 2009) in comparison to the previous year, said the chairman of the
Commerce Commission of the Tehran Commerce Chamber.

At the joint meeting of the commissions of the Export and Trade Bureaus of Iran Cham-
ber and the Trade Bureau of Tehran Chamber Mohsen Bahrami-Arz-Aqdas said that
the Majlis (parliament) should postpone to next year the approval of Fifth Development

Plan, ILNA news agency quoted.

Bahrami stated that the plan has not included quantity goals, and the titles of the chap-

ters have been changed.

He said that the 10 percent growth cited in the plan requires investments which have

declined last year and this trend continues.

In regard to privatization goals he said that out of 357 companies legible for it only 28
companies have been transferred and in the fifth plan there is no clear procedure to

correct this

Iran, Iraq border
sheriffs meet

- Iranian and Iraqi border sheriffs held a

meeting on Monday in the border town of

Qasr-e-Shirin, western Iran.

Border guards from 11 border districts at-
tended the meeting.

The commander of Iran’s border sheriffs,
brigadier Hossein Zolfaghari, stated that

the meeting falls within the previous bor-
der agreement signed between the two
neighbors.

The head of the Iranian team expressed
Tehran’s readiness to take necessary ac-
tions to fulfill the previous border agree-
ments signed between the two countries.

The brigadier hoped the mutual misun-
derstandings over border demarcation to
be cleared up based on the 1975 Algiers
agreement.
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Britain calls for new Iran

sanctions
™5

British Foreign Secretary David Miliband
has called for new Iran sanctions to “ex-
ert pressure” on Tehran over its nuclear
program.

Miliband made the remarks on Tuesday,
three days after Britain and five other
major powers discussed Iran’s nuclear
program in New York.

The British foreign secretary said that it
would be wrong to give a running com-
mentary on what sanctions could be im-
posed if the members of the P5+1 group
(China, Russia, France, Britain, the Unit-

"‘ L]

ed States, and Germany) reach an agree-
ment.

But he told British lawmakers: “We be-
lieve that financial sanctions... have an
important role to play in exerting pres-
sure at the appropriate points in the (Ira-
nian) regime and not affecting the Ira-
nian people.”

Tehran has repeatedly declared that it
will never relinquish the Iranian nation’s
legitimate nuclear rights under Western
pressure.

Four arrested after Iran
prosecutor assassinated

Four people have been arrested after
an Iranian state prosecutor was shot
dead outside his home in northern
Iran.

Vali Hajgholizadeh, who officials say
had a reputation for fighting corrup-
tion, was killed in the town of Khoy
near the Turkish border.

Local officials said a Kurdish separatist
group had claimed responsibility for
the killing.

The region has been the scene of fre-
quent clashes with Kurdish groups
who want to establish their own state.
Two gunmen opened fire on Mr
Hajgholizadeh outside his house late
on Monday, and he died of his wounds
in hospital.

The Free Life Party of Kurdistan
(PJAK), a Kurdish militant group
based in Iraqi Kurdistan claimed it
carried out the attack, local govern-
ment official Fakhrali Nikbakht told
the Mehr News agency.

Four men were arrested on Tuesday,
but no details have been given about
their identities.

The Iranian state Press TV station re-
ported Mr Hajgholizadeh had received
death threats in the last few days.

A spokesman for the regional gover-
nor paid tribute to Mr Hajgholizadeh,
saying he “had a brilliant record in
battling land grabbing, moral corrup-
tion, and counter-revolutionaries”.
PJAK was formed in 2004 and is affili-
ated to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK).

3 zeros to be
dropped from
Iran’s currency

“We want to overhaul the currency and
delete the zeros and bring the rial to its
true value since the rial does not have val-
ue now,” Ahmadinejad told reporters on
Wednesday.

The Iranian currency has lost its value in
comparison to foreign currencies because
Iran has been experiencing double-digit
inflation over the past 20 years, partly due
to expansionary monetary policies and the
efforts to establish a market price economy.

Inflation is expected to rise as Iran plans to
free up energy prices in stages starting in the
next Iranian calendar year, which begins on
March 21.

The Iranian rial, equivalent to 100 dinars,
is the official currency of Iran. The dinar
has not been used for many years due to its
small value.

The current exchange rate is 10,005 rials to
one U.S. dollar.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Ahmadinejad as-
serted that the implementation of the subsi-
dy reform plan will not cause any concerns
for the people.

People will receive subsidies in two stages,
he said, adding that 70 percent of the people
will receive them in the first stage and 30
percent in the next stage.

“We are trying to cover all people, of course.
Maybe we cannot do it in one stage, and we
may have to do it step by step,” he stated.

The goal of the subsidy reform plan is to
bring prices to their true market level with-
in a five-year period. The plan mainly tar-
gets energy prices
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‘Russian fighter jet
allowed to fly over Iran’

Iran has agreed to allow a Russian fighter jet
to use its airspace to get to an international
air show in Bahrain, a Russian website re-
ported.

On Tuesday, RIA Novosti quoted an official
of the Iranian Embassy in Moscow as say-
ing that the Su-27 Flanker fighter had been
cleared to fly to Bahrain via Iran's airspace.

The Russian Foreign Ministry had com-
plained earlier in the day that Iran had re-
fused to let the plane use its airspace to take
part in the Bahrain International Airshow
(BIAS) 2010.

It said permission had initially been grant-
ed, but when the plane approached Iran's
airspace, the Islamic Republic's authorities
banned it from entering “for unknown rea-
sons.

However, according to some other media
reports, the Su-27 was supposed to be trans-

ported to Bahrain by a cargo plane.

BIAS 2010 will run from January 21 to 23.
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Britain calls for new
Iran sanctions

British Foreign Secretary David Miliband has
called for new Iran sanctions to “exert pres-
sure” on Tehran over its nuclear program.

Miliband made the remarks on Tuesday, three
days after Britain and five other major pow-
ers discussed Iran’s nuclear program in New
York.

The British foreign secretary said that it would
be wrong to give a running commentary on
what sanctions could be ...

Continued Page 3

“About Elly” continues
roll at Iranian critics,
screenwriters festival

The Society for Cinema Critics and
Screenwriters of Iran selected “About
Elly” as best film during its annual cel-
ebration here on Monday at the Aras-
baran Cultural Center... Page 6

Spain to Honor Majidi
Oscar-nominated Iranian filmmaker Ma-
jid Majidi will be honored with the Ibn
Arabi Award during a ceremony in Mur-
cia, southeastern Spain. ... Page 7

Persepolis named as
Iran’s most popular team

Persepolis football team has been chosen
as Iran’s most popular team, according to
polls taken by a widely viewed Iranian
television program, Navad (Ninety), on
Monday night. ... Page 9

Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization (CHTHO) di-
rector, who is also a vice president, said
on Thursday that Iran would cut cultural
ties with Britain if they cannot come to
an agreement with the British Museum
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Iran threatens to cut cultural ties with
Britain over Cyrus Cylinder loan *»8

concerning the Cyrus Cylinder loan.

“We are currently talking to them about
the issue and if the discussions produce
the outcome that Britain doesn’t want
to fulfill the previous agreement, un-
doubtedly, we will cut cultural ties with

e e g,

Britain due to our previous ultimatum,”
Hamid Bagaii told the Persian service of
IRNA.

Iran has been waiting to receive the
Cyrus Cylinder on loan from the British
Museum since .... Page 8
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