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CALL US 07949 54 64 34

Call us today - You deserve a happier life!
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Claim Management led.
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Protection of no claim bonus
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M ACCOUNTING
CHARTERED ACTOUNTANT

Business Health Check
Book Keeping

Annual Accounts
i VAT
Payroll & PAYE

Business Plans

Is your business struggling with VAT or
PAYE paymenta?

Do you need a fresh set of eyss on your
businesa oparatciona’™

Ara you starting up you own business?

Wea speclallsa In small and ownar managed
businessas. With over 20 years expariance
in the commercial secton we can help.

Lec ASA Accounting Services take the strain away.
For a FAEE no obligation consultation, call us now
on: 01737 B33 242
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First Iranian woman in
2010 Winter Olympics

Marjan Kalhor will be the first ever Iranian woman athlete
who is to take part in the Winter Olympics.

Iran will participate in the prestigious 21st Winter Olympics
with three men and one woman athlete.

The event will be held from February 12 to 28 in Vancouver,
Canada.

Kalhor has qualified for the Winter Olympics in the slalom
and giant slalom competitions.

She will take part in the games while observing the Islamic
dress code.

Puriya and Hossein Saveh-Shemshaki will represent Iran in
the Alpine event and Seyyed Jafar Seyd will participate in the
cross-country.

“Iran’s skiing has progressed in recent years. We have hosted
over 40 international tournaments in the past five years,”
president of Iran Ski Federation said.

“It is for the first time that four Iranian athletes will partici-
pate in the Winter Olympics. Marjan Kalhor qualified for the
event in the international tournament we hosted for wom-
en,” Isa Saveh-Shemshaki added

Tell us what
you think

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Contact: 02084554203

Teymourian set to

leave Fulham

Andranik Teymourian is set to
leave Fulham due to his lack
of first team opportunities at
Craven Cottage.

Fulham coach Roy Hodgson is
not interested in having Ira-
nian midfielder Teymourian
in his team.

“I want to leave Fulham since
I am not satisfied with my
situation here. I asked my
agent to change my team. I
am frustrated for not playing,
Teymourian said.

“I can join another team in the winter transfer window by the
end of next week. Some English and European teams are inter-
ested in signing me up but I cannot mention their names at the

moment,” he added.

“Hodgson doesn’t trust me. He doesn’t play me, although I am
well-prepared. I talked to him to give me a chance but it didn’t

work,” the 26-year old said

Grizz coach doesn’t play
me, Haddadi says

Iranian center Hamed Hadaddi says he is ready to play
for Memphis Grizzlies but the officials haven’t given
him a chance.

Hamed was the Most Valuable Player of last year’s
FIBA Asia Championship in China after leading the
Iranians to a second straight title.

Hamed will also compete for Iran at the 2010 FIBA
‘World Championship in Istanbul.

For now, the 24-year-old is patiently waiting for his
chance with the Grizzlies after appearing in just 12
games and playing a total of 48 minutes.

In an interview published on NBA.com, Hamed was
asked about his lack of game time.

“It happens to me all the time, they don’t play me, but
I'm ready to play,” the 7ft 2in center said. “It’s hard
because you don’t know if you’ll play for 10 games in a
row. (Then) They put you in the game and your condi-
tioning is not good, and you can’t play. But sometimes
that happens.”

Hamed’s mindset is to be ready when Memphis coach
Lionel Hollins does call his name.

“If they should give me a chance, very good,” he said. “I
try my best. I try my best to help the team in practice
or in games. I try.”

Memphis are one of the surprise teams in the NBA
with 22 wins and 19 defeats.

They are in a pack of teams chasing Oklahoma City and
Utah (both 24-18) for the last two Western Conference
play-off spots.

Hamed isn’t playing, but his team is winning and that,
he wants his fans to know, is the most important thing
right now.

“I'm very happy we win,” Hamed said. “My teammates
play awesome. Awesome. I'm very happy with it. 'm
not worried that I don’t play. I want to play. But now
we win, we win these games. It’s normal I don’t play.”

Just how long he stays happy remains to be seen.
‘When asked about his plans after his contract expires
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next year he said, “If my contract is finished and I find a
contract, I stay. It’'s my dream, in the NBA. If not, I go.
My agent, he talks to all teams. I don’t know.

“I have one more year on the contract. That’s a long
time. The NBA is a long season. We have 40 games left,
maybe we will go to the play-offs. I hope, I wish for the
play-offs. And we have one more year. I have a chance
to play maybe next season.”

One reason why he hasn’t played much has been down
to the rapid development of starter Marc Gasol, who
like Hamed is in his second season in the NBA and with
Grizz.

The two actually practice against each other and
Hamed has been impressed by the Spain international
who will also be at the FIBA World Championship.

“Before the game, in the warm-up, we play one-on-
one with Marc,” Hamed said. “He is smart. He’s really,
really smart. He can shoot, his hook shot is very good,
his discipline is very good. His foot (speed), the leg is so
fast. It’s hard to stop him. He’s played better than last
year, I think.

“We shot together, and last year it was not good enough.
His play is up now this season. Last year, he couldn’t
block shots. This season, he blocks two or three a game.
One night he has six blocked shots. Awesome.”

At last month’s draw for the FIBA World Champi-
onship in Turkey, Iran discovered they would play
against the United States, Slovenia, Brazil, Croatia and
Tunisia in Group B.

Hamed said it was important to play against the best
teams in the world and is looking forward to the game
against the Americans.

“We want to play well at the World Championship,”
Hamed said. “We don’t (think we’ll) win. We'll try to
win. I think we’ll have a couple of wins, one or two. I
promise that ...”

Because he comes from Asia and is a tall center, some
believe Hamed can raise the profile of basketball in
Iran just as 7ft 6in Yao Ming has done in China.

“Maybe in a couple, three years, I'll be the same as
Yao,” Hamed said, “if I play in the NBA. If I don’t play,
nobody sees.
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Nagqgqali, a performance accompanied by Iranian music, is
a pivotal element in Iran’s traditional forms of dramatic
narration.

Selected epics by Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and Nizami
Ganjavi are the primary sources of narration in Naqqali
and some believe the art form is an ancestor of Iran’s dra-
matic arts.

Nagqqali was deeply rooted in Iranian culture, with men
reciting stories from Shahnameh in the alleys and tea-
houses, Mehr News Agency reported.

In olden times, men were the narrators of these epics, but
gradually over the years and particularly over the last 30,
women also showed interest in naqqali.

Iranian Female Narrators

The honor of being the first Iranian female narrator goes
to Farahnaz Karimkhani, who took to the art three dec-
ades ago as a 15-year-old student of Mastureh Ardalan
School in Sanandaj, Kurdestan province

“When I was studying in my first year of high school, I
entered a naqqali competition and won first place. I then
went to Ramsar and entered a national naqqali contest
and again came in first,” she told the Persian service of
CHN.

On how she began to like naqqali, she said, “Once, I heard
a narration of story from Shahnameh and really liked it,
so I began to read more and more of Shahnameh.

“I first saw naqqali on TV before the (Islamic) revolution
in which a morshed (mentor) and a little child playing the
role of little morshed used to perform. I enjoyed their way
of performing and thought to myself that I had to imitate
men when performing naqqali. So I began to memorize
Shahnameh and perform like a man for my parents.”
Karimkhani mainly performed in school and was hon-
ored.

“But after the revolution, I put naqqali aside and never
practiced it. But after all these years, I realized that it was
still on my mind. I even thought of methods in which
naqqali could be told in a female form of narration. I be-
lieve women have smoother and softer feelings, and can

Naqqali

Narratlon of Eplcs
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give new forms of expression to naqqali. Since women
can narrate ordinary tales with great depth of feeling and
emotions, they surely can do an excellent job of narrating
our epic stories,” she said.

Another distinguished performer of dramatic narration is
Fatemeh Habibizad. Also known as Gordafarid, she is a
graduate of the Cultural Heritage University and current-
ly teaches the art at the University of Fine Arts in Tehran.
She began her research activities in 2000 and is known

as the contemporary female narrator of Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh.

Shahnameh

Shahnameh is an enormous poetic opus written around
1000 AD by the Persian poet Ferdowsi. It is the national
epic of the Persian-speaking world and tells the mythical
and historical past of (Greater) Iran from the creation of
the world up until the Islamic conquest of Persia in the
7th century.

Aside from its literary importance, Shahnameh, written
in almost pure Persian unmixed with adoptions from Ara-
bic, has been crucial to reviving the Persian language after
the massive influence of Arabic. This voluminous work,
regarded by Persian speakers as a literary masterpiece,
also reflects Persia’s history, cultural values, ancient reli-
gion (Zoroastrianism) and profound sense of nationhood.
Ferdowsi completed Shahnameh when Persia’s independ-
ence had been compromised. While there are memorable
heroes and heroines of the classical type in this work, the
real, ongoing hero is Persia itself.

The book is important to Zoroastrians, because it traces
the history of Zoroastrian religion from its beginnings up
to the defeat of the last Zoroastrian king by Arab con-
querors.

Mlustrated copies of the work are among the most sumptu-
ous examples of Persian miniature painting. Several cop-
ies remain intact, although two of the most famous, the
Houghton Shahnameh and the Great Mongol Shahnameh,
were broken up for sheets to be sold separately in the
20th century. A single sheet from the former (now in Aga

Khan Museum) was sold for £904,000 in 2006.

The Bayasanghori Shahnameh, an illuminated manu-
script copy of the work (on display at Tehran’s Golestan
Palace, Iran), is included in UNESCO’s World Register of
Cultural Heritage.

There is an ongoing controversy among scholars about
the sources of Shahnameh. Ferdowsi’s epic was probably
a compilation of old Persian stories and historical facts
and fables.

However, there is without any doubt also a strong in-
fluence of oral literature, since the style of Shahnameh
shows the characteristics of both written and oral litera-
ture.

Some of the characters of the epic are of Indo-Iranian
heritage and mentioned in sources as old as the ancient
Avesta and even the Rigveda.

Shahnameh was written in Pahlavi Persian, which at the
time was heading to a bleak end.

An epic poem of over 50,000 couplets, Shahnameh is
based mainly on a prose work of the same name compiled
in the poet’s earlier life in his native Tous. This prose
Shahnameh was, for the most part, the translation of a
Pahlavi work, a compilation of the history of the kings
and heroes of Persia from mythical times down to the
reign of Khosrow II (590-628), but it also contains addi-
tional material that continued the story to the overthrow
of the Sassanids by the Arabs in the middle of the 7th
century.

The first to undertake the versification of this chronicle
of pre-Islamic and legendary Persia was Daqiqi-e Balkhi,
a poet in the court of the Samanids who came to a violent
end after completing only 1,000 verses.

These verses, which deal with the rise of Prophet Zoro-
aster (PBUH), were afterward incorporated by Ferdowsi,
with due acknowledgments, in his own poem.

Impact on Modern Persian

After Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, a number of other works
similar in nature surfaced over the centuries within the
cultural sphere of the Persian language. Without excep-
tion, all such works were based in style and method on
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, but none of them could achieve

the same degree of fame and popularity.

Some experts believe the main reason the modern Persian
language today is more or less the same language as that
of Ferdowsi’s time over 1,000 years ago is due to the ex-
istence of works like Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, which have
had lasting and profound cultural and linguistic influence.
In other words, Shahnameh itself has become one of the
main pillars of the modern Persian language.

Studying Ferdowsi’s masterpiece also became a require-
ment for achieving mastery of the Persian language by
subsequent Persian poets, as evidenced by numerous ref-
erences to Shahnameh in their works.

Shahnameh has 62 stories, 990 chapters and some 60,000
rhyming couplets, making it more than seven times the
length of Homer’s Iliad, and more than twelve times the
length of the German Nibelungenlied.
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Iran, Etc. art project underway

in Istanbul

Iranian artist Amir-Ali Qasemi is running his art
project Iran, Etc. with the collaboration of Turkish
PiST in Istanbul these days.

“Last week, the Iran, Etc. project began with my
speech on Iran’s contemporary art. The project
will continue for three weeks in which over 30
slideshows, installation works, animations and
a collection of Iranian artworks will be put on
show,” he told the Persian service of ISNA.

“I made my best efforts to select different crea-
tive works done by Iranian artists for the show in
Istanbul. I even chose those artists who have had
less opportunity to be introduced within the coun-
try,” he remarked.

Qasemi, founder of parkingallery website, has
been collaborating for years with Didem Ozbek

and Osman Bozkurt, the Turkish founders of the
non-profit artists’ initiative PiST.

Iran, Etc. is part of a project launched by PiST en-
titled “Artist Information” which enables artists
to get in touch with their counterparts in other
countries. “Artist Information” collects informa-
tion about Turkish artists, their activities, as well
as information about artists from other countries.

“Iran was selected as the first country to exchange
artwork and information for many reasons such
as being a neighbor, and its cultural and historical
commonalities with Turkey,” he remarked.

Qasemi expressed hope he would bring the project
in the country in May with Turkish artists display-
ing their artworks in Iran.

Secretary of Iranian academies
Masud Kanzi resigns

Secretary of Iranian academies Masud Kanzi has
resigned after many years of service.

Following recent changes in the method of ap-
pointment of new directors of specific academies,
Kanzi delivered his letter of resignation which was
quickly accepted by the directors of the four acad-
emies for which he was secretary.

Iranian Academy of Persian Language and Litera-
ture is headed by Gholam-Ali Haddad-Adel and
Iran’s Academy of Science is directed by Reza Da-
vari Ardakani.

The Iranian Academy of Arts (IAA) has a new di-

rector, Ali Mo’allem Damghani, and Alireza Ma-
randi was recently appointed to the Academy of
Medical Sciences.

The four directors have come to an agreement on
appointing Mohammadreza Shams Ardakani as
the new interim secretary.

The Iranian president is empowered to personally
appoint the IAA director, based on a modification
in article 8 of the IAA charter. Similar modifi-
cations have been made in the charters of other
academies.

Anthology of Persian poetry
published in Japanese

A collection of Persian poetry entitled “Contempo-
rary Iranian Poetry” has been published in Japanese.
It is the first volume of “Contemporary World Po-
etry”, a large collection which has been released by
the Japanese publisher Doyobijutsu.
“Contemporary Iranian Poetry” contains 50 selec-
tions from the contemporary Iranian poets Nima
Yushij, Ahmad Shamlu, Mehdi Akhavan Salis, So-
hrab Sepehri, Forugh Farrokhzad, Simin Behbahani,
Hushang Ebtehaj and several other literati.

The collection has been translated from the original
Persian sources, Iranian Japanese language expert
Qodratollah Zakeri told the Persian service of the
ISNA on Wednesday.

Shuri Suzuki, Kimie Maeda, Nahu Nakamura from
Japan and Iranian scholar Farzin Fard are the trans-
lators of the collection.

“The translators have said that their efforts are
aimed at providing an opportunity for the Japanese
to be familiar with the Iranian spirit by presenting a
true image of Iran,” Zakeri said.

He also said that most Japanese translations from
Iran have focused on classical Persian lit

erature.

“For example, there are about 20 Japanese transla-
tions of the Rubaiyat of Khayyam and the version
translated by Ogawa Ryosaku has been republished
64 times,” he added.

Iranian cinematic news
agency launched

The Iranian cinematic news agency was inau-
gurated on Thursday during a ceremony at the
Film Museum of Iran in Tehran.

At the ceremony, Iranian Deputy Culture Min-
ister for Cinematic Affairs Javad Shamaqdari
called Iranian cinema afflicted and in need of
help rather than criticism.

“In recent months some of the media have in-
accurately portrayed Iran’s cinema with their

headlines and news, for example attributing a
film made by a crew to a single person,” he la-
mented.

He suggested that the media should not clamor
to dig up dirt for there will be good news ahead.

“However we will not give up and will continue
our activities. The comments of film critics and
filmmakers will be influenced by our decisions,”
he said.

The news agency will cover breaking news on
films and cineastes as well as film reviews.

Iranian photographer
shares memories of trip
to Poland

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
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Iranian photographer Ahmad Motalaei has brought his memoirs of
Poland here to Tehran with a collection of photos.

Entitled “Mountains Tunes, Scent of Orange Blossoms: This Is Po-
land”, the exhibit will open at the Iranian Artist Forum on Saturday
January 30 in the presence of the Ambassador of Poland and several
other foreign dignitaries.

“I have the pleasure of introducing you to a photo exhibition about
my country, Poland, which was prepared by Mr. Ahmad Motalaei,
a very talented Iranian photographer,” reads part of the introduc-
tion written by Radoslaw Pytlak, the Cultural and Press Attaché of
Embassy of Poland.

It continues, “The aim of this project is to present Poland as seen by
the Iranian eye, making it is very interesting for both sides. To do
so, Mr. Motalaei traveled to Poland, visited some of its highlights,
took numerous photos and also most importantly, made great efforts
to get to know the Polish people, and acquaint himself with their
history and culture.”

And in the prologue lies what Motalaei has experienced, “Rich with
unique images, Poland is a country one can easily fall in love with
and miss its people and its beauty dearly upon returning home.”
Motalaei, a graduate of graphic design, has focused on both graphic
art and photography. So far, he has participated in group exhibitions
and festivals in Japan, Russia, and Austria.

His slideshow entitled “Iran, Land of Wonders” was held at the
Anadolu University of Turkey in Eskisehir early January.

Photos in color and black and white are offered for sale. Part of
the proceeds will be dedicated to children suffering from cancer at
Tehran’s Mahak Charity Society.

The exhibit will run through February 4 at the Mirmiran Gallery of
the forum located on Musavi St., and Taleqani Ave.
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www.persianweekly.co.uk
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Artist doubts authenticity of
paintings attributed to

Sohrab Sepehri

Prominent artist Kurosh Shishegaran
is convinced that some of the paintings
attributed to Sohrab Sepehri are prob-
ably fakes and that his signature has been
forged.

“We are unaware of how many other
paintings Sohrab may have done,” he said.

Sepehri (mostly known by his first name
Sohrab) was born in Kashan, Isfahan
Province on October 7, 1928 and died on
April 21, 1980.

He was a notable modern Iranian painter
and poet who wrote in blank verse style.
He is regarded as one of the most famous
modern Iranian poets.

Shishegaran, who is quite familiar with
the type of works done by Sohrab, went on
to say, “I believe Sohrab’s sister, Parvaneh
is right in claiming that her brother’s
signature has been forged. I noticed So-
hrab’s artwork and his signature on them
at auctions in other countries where I
was taking part with my own works. The
artworks seemed strange to me and were

different from Sohrab’s paintings and his
usual style. I discussed the issue with sev-
eral other artists and they had the same
feelings.”

Parvaneh Sepehri, Sohrab’s sister recently
claimed that some of his brother’s draw-
ings were sold and published under a false
signature.

“I thought perhaps his family members
had some of his works copied. I am fa-
miliar with Sohrab’s works and am like a
goldsmith who can easily distinguish real
gold from fool’s gold,” he remarked.

Shishegaran explained that some of the
signatures were copied inexpertly, “So-
hrab’s signatures were firm and elegant.”
He further added that duplicating artwork
and signatures not only occurs with So-
hrab and his works, but also with other
artists as well. “Sometimes, gallery owners
call me and ask if I had a certain painting
with such and such description brought to
the gallery for sale. I am always surprised
when I hear this and say no.”

“Whisper” wins Don Quixote Award
at Norwegian festival

The Iranian film “Whisper with the Wind” has been honored with a Don Quixote
Award by the International Federation of Film Societies (FICC) at the Tromso
International Film Festival (TIFF) in Norway.

The award was presented by a FICC jury during the closing ceremony of the event
on January 24.

Directed by Kurdish Iranian director Shahram Alidi, “Whisper with the Wind” is
about an old man who travels between the mountainous villages in Kurdish Iraq
to deliver messages from families separated by war in the region.

The film has received several accolades in international events including the
Cannes and Mumbai film festivals.

The Aurora Prize, the TIFF’s main award, went to “The Door” by the German
director Anno Saul.

The Tromso Palm remained at home as it was presented to the best short film
“Breathing Music” by Trond Eliassen.

The festival gave the Silver Audience Award to Arash T. Riahi’s “For a Moment,
Freedom”, a joint production of Austria, France and Turkey.

In addition, “10 to 11” by Turkish filmmaker Pelin Esmer received the FIPRESCI
Award, an international film critics’ prize.
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“"Good Stories”

in order to bring it closer to the lan-

being revised

for Iranian children
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Author Mohammad Mirkiani is revis-
ing the series of books “Good Stories
for Good Children”, by the renowned
Iranian children’s writer Mehdi Azar
Yazdi.

The eight-volume collection is being
revised due to the oral testament of
Azar Yazdi to children author Mostafa
Rahmandust, Mirkiani told the Per-
sian service of MNA.

Azar Yazdi passed away on July 9,
2009. He is best known for the book
series “Good Stories for Good Chil-
dren” that won a UNESCO prize in
1966 and was selected as Iran’s best
book of the year in 1967.

This is the first time that a book, which
is itself a revision, is revised once again

guage of today’s children and young
adults, he added.

The series, which was first published
before the Islamic Revolution of 1979,
contains a collection of written tales
based on the classics of Persian litera-
ture, such as the Gulistan (The Rose
Garden), the Masnavi-ye Manavi,
the Marzban-Nameh and the Sinbad-
nameh.

“Difficult terms will be clarified in
footnotes and explanations in the
fields of anthropology and linguistics
also will be added to the book,” he
mentioned.

The revised collection will be pub-
lished under the same title and will
have an introduction by Rahmandust
in which he explains the reasons for
the revisions, he said.

Born in 1921, Azar Yazdi began writ-
ing for children in 1956. He wrote
seven books, each of which is adapted
from a classic of Persian literature and
rewritten for children in an easy-to-
understand style.

He was also the author of “The Naugh-
ty Cat”, “The Playful Cat”, “Simple
Stories”, “Poetry of Sugar and Honey”
and “Masnavi of Good Children.”
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IOM International Organization for Migration

Londen & South-East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, Londen SW1P 1RR Tel. 020 7233 0001
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Germany Denies Report that
Iran has Detained Diplomats

Conflicting reports say two
German diplomats have been
detained in Tehran

Iran’s opposition figures continue to
question the legitimacy of last year’s
presidential election, as the nation pre-
pares for the 31st anniversary of the Is-
lamic Revolution next month. There are
also reports that two German diplomats
have been detained in Tehran.

Iran’s state media says two German dip-
lomats were detained by Iranian authori-
ties after being accused of playing a role
in organizing anti-government protests
last month.

Germany’s Foreign Ministry says it has
no knowledge of its diplomats being de-
tained, and dismisses accusations that
German officials had a hand in the dem-
onstrations and ensuing violence that left
eight people dead.

A German Foreign Ministry spokesman
also says previous reports that two Ger-
man diplomats were arrested on Decem-
ber 27 are untrue.

Meanwhile, Iranian state television is
beginning celebrations to mark the 31st
anniversary of the country’s 1979 Islamic
Revolution by using frequent flashbacks
to events of the time and speeches by the
revolution’s top figures.

The lead-up to the official celebration,
which spans the first 11 days of February,
comes as Iran’s opposition movement
renews criticism of the government and
continues to question the legitimacy of
President Mahmoud Ahmedinejad’s re-
election last June.

Opposition Web sites report that the
wife of opposition leader Mir Hossein
Mousavi, Zahra Rahnavard, has declared
that the opposition still does not recog-
nize the legitimacy of President Ahmed-
inejad’s government.

Iran’s official Fars News Agency reported
this week that opposition leader Mehdi
Karroubi had finally accepted the legiti-
macy of President Ahmedinejad. But
Karroubi, in a statement on the opposi-
tion “Saham News” Web site, says Mr.
Ahmedinejad was fraudulently re-elect-
ed.

But analyst Gary Sick at New York’s Co-
lumbia University says Iran’s top govern-
ment and opposition leaders appear to be
trying to find some common ground.

“[Former President Hashemi] Rafsand-
jani made a speech some time ago, talk-
ing about a unity plan, which did not at-
tract a lot of attention,” Sick said. “And
then you look at his later statement, say-
ing that the problem can only be solved
with the assistance of the supreme leader
[Ayatollah Ali Khamenei]. And then you
see Khamenei’s speech, which seemed to
indicate that he was rebuking the ex-
tremists, perhaps on all sides. And then
shortly after that, you have got Karroubi
making a statement that implies that,
‘This is not the government we want.
We do not think it got there honestly,
but the Supreme Leader has recognized
it, so we have to deal with it.”

Sick concludes that while recent state-
ments by all of Iran’s top political figures
indicate that they appear to be engaged
in creative thinking to find some sort of
accommodation, it is not clear whether
that will be possible.

(Source VOA)
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Attack on Iranian pilgrims
in Iraq, two injured

In a terrorist assault on a bus carrying Ira-
nian pilgrims on the road to Kazemein, out-
side Baghdad, two Iranians were injured,
an official from the Hajj and Pilgrimage

Pl e i
LR T —

Organization (HPO) said on Wednesday.

The Iraqi driver of the bus was killed in the
shooting incident, Abdollah Nasiri told the
Mehr News Agency.

The Iranian ambassador to Iraq, Hassan
Kazemi Qomi, said that that the two pil-
grims were a woman and a man who were
injured in the leg and the back respective-

ly.

Both were hospitalized immediately, Ka-
zemi Qomi told the ISNA news agency.

He also said that no Iranian was killed.

The pilgrims were from the northeastern
city of Torbat Jam, Khorassan Razavi prov-
ince, Nasiri said.

Every day hundreds of Iranians visit the
holy shrines in Iraq under the supervision
of the HPO
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German industrial giant Siemens said
Wednesday it would stop signing new
business deals in Iran from mid-2010 as
tensions grew between Berlin and Tehran,
which said it had arrested two German dip-
lomats.

“The board has decided not to conclude
new contracts with commercial partners
in Iran,” company spokesman Alexander
Becker told AFP, adding that a decision
had already been taken to this effect within
the company last October.

“There are clients that have offers on the
table that expire by mid-2010 at the latest
... from this date onwards, there will be no
new business,” added the spokesman.

The comments came as Tehran said it had
seized two German diplomats for allegedly
having a hand in anti-government protests
last month.

“Two German diplomats using fictitious
names of Yogi and Ingo were arrested” dur-
ing the Shiite commemoration of Ashura,
the website of state television quoted an
unnamed deputy intelligence minister as
saying.

Andreas Peschke, a foreign ministry
spokesman in Berlin, dismissed the reports,
saying the ministry had no information on
arrests that day.

Germany is one of the world’s leading ex-
porters to Iran, although pressure to roll
back dealings with the regime in Tehran
has grown as the international community
mulls sanctions over its disputed nuclear
programme.

Chancellor Angela Merkel said Tuesday
that German-Iranian trade had “declined
considerably” while acknowledging that
the two countries had a “long tradition of
economic cooperation.”

A spokesman from the national statistics
office told AFP on Wednesday that exports
to Iran had dropped by eight percent be-
tween January and November 2009, ac-
cording to the most recent data.

However, total German exports plunged
by 19 percent over this period, as the econ-
omy, Europe’s largest, was battered by a
global slump in demand for goods made in
Germany during the world financial crisis.

In 2008, German exports to Iran, mainly
machine tools and industrial equipment,
rose by nearly nine percent despite inter-
national condemnation of the regime in
Tehran.

For her part, Merkel warned on Tuesday
that time was running out before the inter-
national community considers sanctions,
adding that February would be the “crucial
month” in the UN Security Council.

Sanctions on Iran would only work if ap-
plied “over the broadest possible basis,”
Merkel added, following talks with Israel’s
President Shimon Peres.

Berlin has already reduced to a trickle the
special export guarantees crucial to compa-
nies trading with Iran.

In addition, according to press reports, the
government is applying pressure on cham-
bers of commerce not to organise seminars
on Iran or business trips to the country.
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Iran executes two
post-electlon ‘rioters”

According to AFP Iran on Thursday
hanged two men convicted of being Mo-
hareb (enemies of God), in the first exe-
cutions of dissidents since protests erupt-
ed over the disputed presidential election
in June, news reports said.

Mohammad Reza Ali and Arash Rahma-
nipour were convicted of trying to topple
“the Islamic establishment” and being in
armed groups. Hundreds have been de-
tained since Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s
election win sparked huge protests alleg-
ing fraud.

Also According to official reports, five
activists have been sentenced to death
and more then 80 to prison terms ranging
from six months to 15 years. Reports to-
day said nine more have been sentenced
to death, some over violence on 27 De-
cember in which eight people died, and

that an appeal court was reviewing their
cases.

Zamani and Rahmanipour are believed
to be among the five sentenced to death
in October. They were hanged at dawn
after an appeal court upheld their death
sentemnces.

The opposition says President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad won the June presidential
poll election through fraud. Hundreds of
thousands have poured into the streets in
Iran since then on various occasions to
support Ahmadinejad’s main challenger,
opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi.
Dozens of protesters were killed in the
unrest and hundreds detained since June.

Baqger Moin, an Iranian author and jour-
nalist, said the execution was a “political
decision”, likely intended to “set an ex-
ample and to frighten some of the people
who may shout a slogans that are not of
the liking of the authorities”.

“We don't really know which group they
belong to, one of them is a monarchist
and the other one is the Mujahideen
group, obviously the Mujahideen group
is not very popular but little is known
about the monarchist group,” he told Al
Jazeera.

Iranian unemployment rate
not reduced to target

Iran’s labor and social affairs minister
says the country has failed to decrease
the jobless rate to below 7 percent due
the crises and global sanctions.”

On Monday, Abdolreza Sheikholeslami
told the Fars news agency that the un-
employment rate is about 11 percent.

«»

The Fourth Five-Year Development
Plan (2005-2010) had obliged the gov-
ernment to bring the jobless rate to un-
der 7 percent by the end of the plan.

“’A seven percent unemployment rate
had not been achieved, as a goal, in the
Fourth Five-Year Development Plan,
due to the crises and global sanctions,”
Sheikholeslami said, without elaborat-
ing.

The Statistics Center of Iran announced
that the national unemployment rate
rose to 11.3 percent in the third quarter

of the calendar year (ended December
21, 2009), up 1.8 percent compared to
the previous year.

Up to 750,000 people enter the labor
market each year in Iran, where more
than two-thirds of a population of 70
million is under 30.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad has promised that the implementa-
tion of the “’targeted subsidy system
will eradicate unemployment and pov-
erty within three years.

“’Iran is a rich country, and if justice is
established, not even a single person will
be unemployed or poor,”” Ahmadinejad
said on January 13 in an address to a
gathering in the southwestern province
of Khuzestan.

Iran’s Guardian Council has approved
the subsidy reform legislation, which
calls for gradually cutting the govern-
ment’s subsidies on energy and food
items.

»

Bank Melli Iran
rejects rumors
on bankruptcy

The financial manager of Bank Melli Iran
(BMI) has refuted the rumors on declaring
bankruptcy by the bank, saying BMI is the
largest bank in Iran and across the Islamic
world, considering its total assets of around
$54 billion.

After a recent decision by Finance and Eco-
nomic Affairs Ministry to ban the withdraw-
al of more than 150 million rials (roughly
$15,000) per day, a rumor spread that two
major Iranian banks (Melli and Mellat) were
on the verge of declaring bankruptcy.

“The total assets of BMI by September 2009
have increased to $59 billion,” Qasemi add-
ed, the ISNA news agency reported.

He noted that BMI has no debt to the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran, adding that the bank has
no delay in fulfilling its obligations at inter-
national level.

A report released in September, 2009 by
Asian Banker showed that the world’s top
100 Islamic banks increased their assets by
66% last year to more than $580 billion,
compared to $350 billion in 2007, while ri-
vals were trying to deal with the global fi-
nancial downturn.

According to the survey, BMI was stand-
ing at the top of the world’s top 100 Islamic
banks list in terms of assets, while Saudi
Arabia’s Al Rajhi Bank came in second,
Press TV reported.

“Iranian banks are still the predominant
Islamic banking players, holding seven out
of the top 10 ranks and 12 of the 100,” the
Asian Banker said in reporting its research.
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New IRNA chief
introduced

The new chief of the Islamic Republic News
Agency was officially introduced on Tues-
day.

Ali Akbar Javanfekr who has a long record
of working with IRNA as a staff member
in different capacities for over two decades
was appointed to replace Mohammad Ja'far
Behdad.

During a special ceremony attended by Pres-
ident Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on Tuesday,
Javanfekr outlined his strategies and policies
to further develop IRNA and enhance its po-
sition and performance, stressing that IRNA
as the country’s official news agency will
serve as no exclusive place for any political
parties to voice their views.

He said he will strive to embark on the task
of news dissemination in a transparent, pre-
cise, authentic, speedy and impartial attitude
and mobilize efforts to enhance the quantity
and quality of producing news items.

The new IRNA chief also stressed that he
will work to open up a new era in the work
of the news agency whereby it could act as
the number one news agency both in region
and by the international standards.
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Siemens send
a message on
Iran sanctions

German industrial giant
Siemens said Wednesday
it would stop signing new
business deals in Iran from
mid-2010 as tensions grew
between Berlin and Tehran,
which said it had arrested
two German diplomats.

“The board has decided not
to conclude new contracts

in Iran,” company spokes-
man Alexander Becker told
AFP, adding that a decision
had already been taken to
this effect within the com-
pany last October.

“There are clients that
have offers on the table
that expire by mid-2010 at
the latest ... from this date

new business,” added the
spokesman.

The comments came as Te-
hran said it had seized two
German diplomats for alleg-
edly having a hand in anti-
government protests last
month...
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with commercial partners  onwards, there will be no

Bank Melli Iran rejects
rumors on bankruptcy

The financial manager of Bank Melli Iran
(BMI) has refuted the rumors on declar-
ing bankruptcy by the bank, saying BMI
is the largest ... Page 3

Teymourian set
to leave Fulham

Germany Denies Report
that Iran has Detained

Diplomats ;
Iran’s opposition figures continue to ques-
tion the legitimacy of last year’s presiden-
tial election, as the nation prepares for the
31st anniversary ... Page 7
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Andranik Teymourian is set to leave
Fulham due to his lack of first team
opportunities at Craven Cottage.
Fulham coach Roy Hodgson is not

interested in having Iranian mid-
fielder Teymourian in his team.

Iranian photographer
shares memories of trip

to Poland

Iranian photographer Ahmad Motalaei
has brought his memoirs of Poland here
to Tehran with a collection of photos.
Entitled “Mountains Tune... Page 9

First Iranian woman in
2010 Winter Olympics

I want to leave Fulham since I am
not satisfied with my situation here.
I asked my agent to change ... Page 9
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