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Four Iranian skiers
participating in 2010
Winter Olympic

Iran’s ski team consisting of three men and
one woman will take part in the 2010 Win-
ter Olympics.

The 21st Winter Olympics will be held
from February 12 to 28 in Vancouver, Can-
ada.

Marjan Kalhor, who will participate in the
slalom and giant slalom, is the first ever
Iranian woman athlete to take part in the
Winter Olympics.

Puriya Saveh-Shemshaki and Hossein Sa-
veh-Shemshaki are to represent Iran in the
Alpine event, and Seyyed Jafar Seyd will
participate in the cross-country competi-
tion.

The four-member team will travel to Cana-
da on Tuesday morning

Hashemian concerned about

future of Iranfootball

Bochum Iranian striker Va-
hid Hashemian is worried
about the future of Iran’s
football.

Hashemian, who quit playing
for the national team after
Iran failed to qualify for the
2010 World Cup, believes
that Iran’s football does not
have a bright future.

“Iran’s football suffers from
mismanagement. At the
same time, most Iranian
players are engaged in pe-
ripheral issues, not football.
I believe such problems will
hurt the country’s football,”
Hashemian said.

Meanwhile, he stated, “My

tion for six weeks. I was also
absent one week for back in-
jury. In my opinion, scoring
two goals and providing two
assistants is a good perform-
ance in the current season.”

The 32-year-old player has
been mostly out of action in
the current season.

“I think Bochum will finish
12th to 15th in Bundesliga.
Bayer Leverkusen will most
likely win the title. However,
Bayern Munich is an unpre-
dictable team and they also
have the ability to claim the
championship,” the former
Bayern Munich player added

Esteghlal crushes
Zorratkaran at Azadi

Esteghlal of Tehran heavily defeated Zor-
ratkaran of Pars-Abad 13-0 in the Iran Elim-
ination Cup (IEC) sixteenth-final round. In
the match held at the Azadi Stadium, the
blue team overpowered the minnows and
advanced to the next stage. Meanwhile, Es-
teghlal was beaten by Persepolis 2-1 in the
Tehran derby last week in the Iran Profes-
sional League. Elsewhere in another IEC
match, Steel Azin defeated Sepahan Novin
of Isfahan and also qualified for the next
stage. Esteghlal will play against Steel Azin
in the eighth-round of the IEC.

foot injury kept me out of ac-

Sepahan beats
Moghavemat advancing
nine points clear in IPL

Sepahan of Isfahan heavily defeated Moghave-
mat of Shiraz 5-1 in the Iran Professional
League (IPL) on Tuesday.

Thus, the IPL pacesetter Sepahan advanced
nine points clear of second-place Zob Ahan
and 12 points ahead of third-place Persepolis.

Ibrahima Touré completed his hat trick against
Moghavemat by scoring in the 43rd, 45th and
78th minutes. Ahmad Alenemeh and Emad
Reza scored in the 75th and 87th minutes. Mo-
hammad Sadegh Karami scored Moghavemat’s
sole goal in the 51st minute.

Moghavemat defender Mohsen Neysani was
sent off in the 38th minute for a foul on a
Sepahan player in the penalty area. Hadi Aghi-
li failed to convert the penalty kick into a goal.
The match was scheduled for two months ago
at the Fooladshahr Stadium but was postponed
due to snowfall.

Sepahan was exalted by this victory prior to
Isfahan’s derby against Zob Ahan next week

90 percent of Iranian footballers dream
of playing for Persepolis, Daei says

Persepolis coach Ali Daei says that 90 percent of the Ira-
nian players dream of playing for his football team.

“To play for Persepolis is a dream for 90 percent of the
Iranian players. This means we are a big club and we
have to meet expectations,” Daei said on Sunday.

FIBA World Championship is a good
opportunity for Iran, Matic says

Iran basketball coach Veselin Matic considers the group Iran
has been drawn in as a good opportunity to demonstrate the
team’s credentials in the 2010 FIBA World Championship.

The twice champion of Asia has been drawn in Group B with
the U.S., Brazil, Slovenia, Croatia and Tunisia.

“We are a good team,” Matic said to FIBA.com.

“We will compete with everyone, just like we have in the past,”
he stated.

“Most important,” Matic says, “is that Iran continues to play in
the big tournaments.”

""We’re very happy to be in the FIBA World Championship,
that we're in this family that is at the top of the world,” Matic
said.

“For us, every player is important. I don’t like to split up players
as ‘more important’ or ‘less important’,” Matic said.

“We have one good team with good experience, an experience
that for a long, long time has been in the direction of Serbian
basketball. I'm the fifth Serbian coach of the Iranian team. This
is the direction we are continuing in,” he added.

“When we're all together, this is good. When there is a split
among the players that is not a good.” Matic concluded

“Persepolis is playing better than it did in the past two
years. Discipline is the most important factor in my
team, and undisciplined players face suspension from
playing,” he added.

“We have put aside our victory over our rival in Tehran’s
derby Esteghlal. Now Persepolis is concentrating on the
next matches,” Daei pointed out.

Persepolis will meet Iran-Javan of Bushehr in Iran’s
elimination cup on Tuesday. The Tehran-based team
was heavily beaten by Shahin of Bushehr 4-1 last month.

When asked whether the return to the southern city
would remind him of the heavy loss, Daei said, “That
match is over and no team will be able to beat Persepolis
such as they did in the next 1000 years,” Daei concluded
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Persian Coins

Through Centuries

Persia has a checkered history but has maintained
much of its own character, and this is clearly evident
in the wide variety of coins it produced throughout
the centuries.

In Persian history, monarchs and rulers minted
coins whether in gold or silver to represent their
authority over their own people and their neighbor-
ing states. At certain periods, the coins can rightly
be considered as miniature works of art, reported
Art-arena.com.

Persia (Fars or Pars) rose to importance as the home-
land of the ‘Persians’ who settled there under Elam
in 8th century BC, and later founded the Achaeme-
nian Empire.

Achaemenian Coins

The institution of the first distinctively Persian
coinage is credited to Darius I (522-486 BC). He is-
sued gold coins, which became famous as “darics”.
Their design depicted the king in a running position
holding a spear or bow.

The Achaemenian kings retained this basic design
for both the gold daric (named after Darius himself)
and the silver siglos for nearly two centuries. His
successors varied this design only by substituting
their own image and weapons of choice.

Parthian Coins

In 330 BC, Darius III was captured by Alexander the
Great, and the great days of the Persian Empire end-
ed. Alexander’s campaigns drew Persia into the Hel-
lenistic world of silver-based coinage and a system
was founded on the silver drachm and tetradrachm.
His tiara is ornamented with a horn at the side, and
models of seated stags over the crest. The reverse in-
scription reads ‘Of Arsaces, the Great King, divinely
descended, victorious’.

The vast majority of Parthian drachms were struck
on oval flans with the portrait perpendicular to the
long axis. When the Parthian kings began to strike
coins towards the end of the 3rd century BC they
followed the Attic weight standard of about 4.25 g.
for their silver drachms.

All Parthian tetradchms were produced at the Se-
leucia mint. In place of the archer used on the re-
verse of the silver drachms, these larger coins usu-
ally showed other scenes such as the goddess Tyche
giving a diadem to the king.

Sassanian Coins

The Kings of Persia struck local coinage from the
period of Seleucid decline (circa 180 BC), and
through most of the Parthian period until one of
their number, Ardeshir I, defeated the Parthian
king Artabanos V. Two years later he was crowned
as the first Sassanian king in 226 AD.

During the Sassanian period, the thick silver flan of
the classical world is replaced for the first time in
history of coinage by a thin, spread flan that was
later to be used universally throughout the Arab
world, in the Byzantine Empire and in medieval
Europe.

The dominating feature of these coins is the royal
portrait bust in profile. At their finest, as on the
coins of Shapur I, the portraits are superb, with life
like characterization in the features.

Another innovative feature is the prominent posi-
tion of the Kings name; and Pahlavi is the language
of this inscription.

Islamic Coins
The earliest Arab coins imitated those of the Per-
sians (the Sassanians) and the Byzantines. The char-

acteristic feature of Islamic coins is the inscription
of ‘Bismillah’ (‘in the name of Allah’) or Lillah Al-
Hamd (‘to Allah be the praise’) in the margin. The
royal name is replaced by that of an Arab governor
and each coin is precisely dated.

The Arab-Sassanian silver drachm was minted at
Bishapur.

The reform of the coinage c. 696-98 AD introduced
by Caliph Abd Al-Malik, shows Islam at its most

iconoclastic and austere. Its copper denomination,
the fals, exhibited a wide variety of types, but the
silver coin, the dirham, used a single calligraphic
type at all of the mints of the Caliphate. This coin,
with its religious inscriptions and its consistent use
of a date and a mint name, set a pattern that was
followed for the next few centuries throughout the
Islamic world.

Under the Ilkhans the main inscriptions surrounded
by marginal inscriptions are transformed by a wide
variety of decorative patterns. Square kufic and
naskh script is used, as well as plain kufic. The Mon-
gol language and script are introduced, sometimes
alongside Arabic.

Safavid and Qajar Coins

The establishment of the Safavid dynasty sees a re-
vival of many of the best features of earlier coin-
age, such as a concern for the maintenance of a high
and reliable quality of metal; inscriptions that were

easily legible and aesthetically pleasing, and within
established limits the maximum variety of design.
However, throughout the Safavid dynasty and suc-
ceeding periods there was a steady tendency for the
weight and quality of the coinage to decline, in spite
of periodic attempts to halt the process.

During the reign of Qajar Fath Ali Shah (1797-1834)

pictorial designs started to reappear on the gold and
silver coins. We see the mounted shah with lance

and saber at full gallop, from the Zanjan mint.

Ankara museum
mounts exhibit of
Iranian paintings

e

Paintings by a group of Iranian artists have been put on
display in a weeklong exhibition at the Ankara State Mu-
seum of Painting and Sculpture.

Iranian painters Mehdi Salehi, Yavar Jamshidzadeh,
Shahrokh Ekhtiari, and Reza Samadi along with a number
of the museum’s officials attended the opening ceremo-
ny on Monday, the Persian service of IRNA reported on
Tuesday.

“The artworks on display at the exhibition are unique
and amazing,” museum librarian Omer Osman Gundogdu
said.

“The showcase will surely be warmly received by Turkish
art enthusiasts,” he added.

He said that the museum is ready to host exhibitions of
other Iranian artists and also to use their skills in restora-
tion of Turkish historical paintings and sculptures.

The exhibition first had been held in Van, eastern Tur-
key months ago, said Turkish art show organizer Adnan
Yildirim.

“Over the past seven years, Turkish cities of Istanbul, Van
and Bursa have hung works by Iranian artists in 11 exhib-
its,” he stated.

He said that an exhibition of paintings by a number of
Turkish painters is scheduled to be held in two months
in Iran. However, no additional details were given about
the show.

Photo: People visit the exhibition of paintings by Iranian
artists at the Ankara State Museum of Painting and Sculp-
ture on February 8, 2010. (IRNA)
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Iranian Director Making Documentary on Cuba

An Iranian director is making a documentary on
Cuba about the past 51 years.

The idea for making the documentary, entitled
‘Fifty-One Years of Independence’, came ten years
ago when director Shahrokh Bahrololoumi as as-
sistant director accompanied filmmaker Masoud
Kimiaei on a trip to Cuba, where they planned
to begin shooting ‘The Plague’, Bahrololumi told
ISNA.

“The film was not shot there and as a result the
crew returned home after a 40-day sojourn in

Cuba,” he said.

“As we were returning home, Kimiaei wished that
we had at least made a documentary on Cuba dur-
ing that time,” he added.

Filming ‘Fifty-One Years of Independence’ has
been underway since a month ago.

The 90-minute documentary will focus on the
country’s music, the Cubans’ interest in Iranian
music and traditional ceremonies such as Iranian
New Year’s celebration (Norouz), and many other
issues.

According Bahrololoumi, they got access to a per-
fect archive of films in the country, which many
Cubans have never seen so far. Some of these films
are being used in his documentary.

“Cuba achieved independence 51 years ago, after
which the United States has imposed sanctions
against the country ever since,” he said.

“The sanctions have had a negative impact on
culture and daily life in the country, but what en-
courages the people to continue with life is their
own special spirit of struggle.”

Shooting will last until the Iranian New Year on
March 21 and Bahrololoumi plans to dedicate it to
Kimiaei.

Gharibpur dedicates
performance to Shajarian

Mohammadreza Shajarian accompanied by his
son Homayun who is among the opera’s vocalists
attended a performance of the puppet opera on
February 3. The show is currently underway at Te-
hran’s Ferdowsi Hall.

At the beginning of the performance, the opera’s
director Behruz Gharibpur expressed his appre-
ciation for the attendance of the opera’s vocalists
and dedicated the performance to Mohammadreza
Shajarian.

Master Shajarian is one of those rare artists who
treat other venerable artists well for the benefit of
the artistic community. Homayun has inherited
his father’s sensitivity toward carrying out his ar-
tistic pursuits, Gharibpur added.

“I found his endeavors praiseworthy and I tried
to highlight his role in the opera just like Shams
who had a critical role during the life of Rumi,”
he added.

Other opera vocalists Mohammad Mo’tamedi,
Hossein-Ali Shapur and Sara Rezazadeh attended
the Wednesday performance.

Composed by Behzad Abdi, music for the opera
was recorded in the Ukraine. The puppet show

troupe Aran performs it using more than 100 pup-
pets.

Gharibpur has performed three puppet operas;
“Rustam and Sohrab” a national work, “Macbeth”
an international play and “Ashura”, a religious-
themed play.

“I do love the opera puppet show and Mr. Ghar-
ibpur has done a great job with this performance.
Producing such grand theater for two hours and
selecting poetry by a great poet like Rumi is really
a difficult task,” Homayun Shajarian told ISNA af-
ter watching the performance.

“This was my first experience collaborating with
a theater troupe and as a result, I have decided to
pursue other collaborative efforts in the future,” he
added.

The performance will go on stage until March 18
at the Ferdowsi Hall located opposite Vahdat Hall,
Shahriar St., off Hafez Av.

Photo: Top Iranian vocalist Mohammadreza
Shajarian (L) shakes hands with stage director Be-
hruz Gharibpur after a performance of the “Rumi
Opera Puppet Show” at Tehran’s Ferdowsi Hall on
February 3, 2010. (ISNA/Ruhollah Vahdati)

Malaysia Innovation
Awards for Iranians

Iranian students won 11 awards to rank first among foreign students
studying in Malaysian universities in the 9th Malaysia Technology
Expo held during 4-6 February 2010.

The Malaysia Invention and Innovation Awards is held annually
with the participation of students from mainly Asia-Pacific coun-
tries, IRIB reported.

The 9th Malaysia Invention and Innovation Awards 2010, held in
Putra World Trade Center, Kuala Lumpur, recognizes exemplary
inventions and innovations related to technologies and industries.
Committed to the promotion and commercialization of science and
technology, the event identifies scientists and researchers that have
achieved excellence in the commercialization of research and de-
velopment, as well as products and services.

Some of the Iranian winners include Sheyda Shahidi for designing
a mobile phone software, Dr. Hosseini for producing antibacterial
vaccine for livestock, Hamid Reza Hashamdar for designing ad-
vanced structures for airport terminals and Professor Maqoumi for
fabricating smart devices for preventing accidents.

About 10,000 Iranian students are studying in Malaysian universi-
ties.

Iran’s “"Ronak” award-
ed at Canadian festival

Iran’s “Ronak” by Hushang Mirzaii was awarded at the Picture
This..., Canadian international disability film festival in Calgary,
Canada.

The Iranian documentary “Ronak” received honorable mention
at the 10 to 30 minutes film section of the festival.

The jury praised “great camera work”, “the intimacy of the film”,
“interesting shots” in the film and described it as inspiring, natu-
ral, informative and creative.

The film narrates the story of Mr. Rahimi, blind since childhood
from a small pox infection, who lives in rural Iran. He dotes on
his elderly mother, buying her medicine and visiting her daily.
His film “Something like My Eyes” also competed at the festi-
val. The movie narrates the life story of Abdolvahaed from Iran’s
Kordestan who lost his parents in the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war.
‘When he was in first grade, he was blinded and lost both hands
when a land mine exploded.

“Akbar Dreams Chicken” and “Haji-Gullit” by Reza Dorostkar
also participated at the gala.

Picture this is an international disability film festival. It is a non-
profit annual event initiated by the Community Development
department of the Calgary Scope Society, a registered non-profit
society. A few staff members and numerous volunteers work year
round to bring the festival to the public.

Iranian cineastes
to attend Berlinale

A delegation of Iranian cineastes will be attending the 60th Berlin
International Film Festival which will be held from February 11
to 21.

Attending the Berlinale this year will be member of Iran’s House
of Cinema Board of Directors Mohammad Sarir, deputy director
of Iran’s Actors’ Guild Merila Zareii, Director of the Association
of Iranian Cinema Writers and Critics Saeid Mostaghasi, Head of
the Planning Managers And Assistant Directors Guild Mohammad
Mayyami. Their journey is part of a project by the House of Cinema
to dispatch Iranian cineastes to international events to be intro-
duced to other cinematic achievements in the modern world.

The Iranian films “Ask the Wind” directed by Batin Qobadi, “The
Cat and the Mouse”, by Bijan Zamanpira and Nahid Ghobadi,
“White, Red and the Green” by Nader Davudi, “The Hunter” by
Rafi Pitts and “Iranian Cookbook” by Mohammad Shirvani will be
competing in various sections of the event.
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Cyrus Cylinder not coming

Aref Qazvini’s memoirs on Constitutional
Movement published

home, Iran cuts ties with
British Museum

Iran has cut all relations and cooperation

with the British Museum after the muse-
um refused to lend the country the Cyrus
Cylinder for a showcase.

The decision to cut the ties was an-
nounced during a press conference on Sat-
urday by Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization Director Hamid
Bagqaii, who is also a vice president.

Iran had set a deadline of February 7 for
the British Museum to fulfill its agreement
on lending the Cyrus Cylinder to Iran for
the exhibit.

Iran has been waiting to receive the Cyrus
Cylinder on loan from the British Museum
since 2005 after the National Museum of
Iran loaned the British Museum a number
of artifacts for the “Forgotten Empire: The
World of Ancient Persia” show in London.

The cylinder was to be put on display in an
exhibition at the National Museum of Iran
on January 16, but officials at the British
Museum said a week before the date that
would be a delay in sending the artifact.

The British Museum said that the decision
to postpone sending the artifact to Iran
was made due to a recent discovery of two
cuneiform tablets in BM’s collection of Ba-
bylonian art, which contain passages with
remarkable similarities to those found on
the cylinder.

But Iran sees political reasons for the delay
as it occurs in the wake of turmoil follow-

ing Iran’s disputed presidential election.

“The British Museum is not only a cultural
place but also is a political center,” Baqaii
said.

“We intend to send letters to museum of-
ficials around the world, suggesting that
they take a lesson from our experience.
If they want to collaborate with the BM,
they must receive the approval of the Brit-
ish Ministry of Foreign Affairs before-
hand in order to avoid any problems,” he

quipped.

“They are thirsty for cultural relations
with Iran as a part of the great human
civilization. This break in relations will
hurt their cultural, research, and scientific
complex,” he said.

Considered the world’s first declaration
of human rights, the Cyrus Cylinder is a
document issued by the Persian emperor
Cyrus the Great in the form of a clay cyl-
inder inscribed in Akkadian cuneiform
script.

The cylinder was created following the
Persian conquest of Babylon in 539 BC,
when Cyrus overthrew the Babylonian
king Nabonidus and replaced him as ruler,
ending the Neo-Babylonian Empire.

The text of the cylinder denounces Nabo-
nidus as impious and portrays the victori-
ous Cyrus as pleasing to the chief Babylo-
nian god Marduk.

It goes on to describe how Cyrus had im-
proved the lives of the citizens of Babylo-
nia, repatriated displaced peoples and re-
stored temples and cult sanctuaries.

The cylinder was discovered in 1879 by
the Assyro-British archaeologist Hormuz
Rassam in the foundations of the Esagila,
the main temple of Babylon. Today, it is
kept in the British Museum in London.

Personal memoirs of the Iranian na-
tional poet Aref Qazvini on the Con-
stitutional Movement were recently
published by Nashr-e Sokhan Publi-
cations.

Compiled by Mehdi Nurmohamma-

di, the book contains Aref’s memo-
ries of Iran’s Constitutional Move-
ment inscribed during his trip to
Lorestan in the year 1926.

Abolqassem Aref Qazvini (1882-
1934) was an Iranian poet, lyricist,
and musician. He was a revolution-
ary during the Iranian Constitutional
Movement and composed many po-
litical and pro-revolutionary songs.

Iran’s Constitutional Movement took

place between 1905 and 1911. The
movement led to the establishment
of a parliament in Iran.

Aref began to compose his memoirs
of the Constitutional Movement in
Lorestan and took them home with
him when he returned to Qazvin. He
died in Hamedan in 1934 but left his
writings to a friend named Hassan
Eqbali. The manuscripts were hand-
ed over to Ali Eqgbali after Hassan’s
death, said Nurmohammadi, adding
that he took the writings from Ali
and worked on them for four years.

“Most of the writings contain mem-
oirs among which several poems are
also interspersed,” he added.

Nurmohammadi has also discovered
more of Aref’s poetry which will be
published along with the complete
divan of the poet and his letters later
on in a book.

Aref was born in Qazvin. He learned
Persian and Arabic in Qazvin. He
was well versed in nastaliq calligra-
phy and also used to play music.

His lyrics on the Constitutional
Movement helped the movement
progress. He continued to compose
national poetry until his death in
Hamedan at the age of 52.
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“Bald Champion” to go on
stage in Indian cities

The Iranian puppetry troupe Apple Tree will be performing a traditional pup-

pet show named “The Bald Champion”
(Pahlavan Kachal) in the Indian cities
of New Delhi, Mumbai and Gurgaon
for 10 days opening on February 9.

The troupe is invited to the annual
Ishara International Puppet Festival
which opened in Delhi on January 27.
The program will run in Mumbai from
February 10 to 15.

Led by Majid Giahchi, the troupe con-
sists of 4 female members and has pre-
viously staged the show at international
events in Ireland, Belarus, Poland, Tur-
key, Italy and Serbia.

“The traditional play has been forgot-
ten for years, but the Apple Tree troupe
was able to revive the art form after
carrying out research on it in 2005,”
said Giahchi.
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He added that the troupe has been active and has been able to perform new plays

in the country every year.

07832975070

Giahchi asked for further support by the public sector and said, “When a troupe
attends an international event, it acts as an ambassador of the art and culture of
Iran, so it needs to be supported financially.”
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Iran’s Ebadi presses for
UN rights stand on Iran

Iranian Nobel Peace laureate Shirin
Ebadi will head a debate on the side-

lines of the UN Human Rights Council
on Friday, Amnesty International said,
after she pressed the Council to take a
stand on a violent crackdown in Iran.

The 47-nation council in Geneva is due
to publicly debate Iran’s overall human
rights record on February 15 under a
regular review process, just days after
Iran marks the anniversary of the 1979
Islamic revolution on Thursday.

Ebadi, who has called on Iranians to
take to the streets during the anniversa-
ry, said in an open letter to the council
and the UN human rights chief that Ira-
nians would continue to resort to peace-
ful protests in defence of their rights.

In the letter published by CNN on
Monday, she accused Iranian authori-
ties of carrying out violent and some-
times deadly repression of activists and
warned that it could lead to a “catastro-
phe.”

“The defenceless people of Iran are
continuing to resist and insist on the
realization of their just demands for de-
mocracy and human rights... through
peaceful protests,” wrote Ebadi, a hu-
man rights lawyer who went into exile
last year.

“My question to you in your capacity
as representatives of UN Human Rights
Council member states is this: for how
much longer do you believe that you
could urge young people to remain
calm? The patience and tolerance of
Iranian people, however high, is not in-
finite,” she added.

“A recurrence of the recent months’
events, the continuation of the repres-
sive policies, and the killing of defence-
less people, could bring about a catas-
trophe that may undermine peace and
security in Iran, if not in the entire re-
gion,” warned Ebadi.

She urged Council members “to use

whatever means possible to convince
the government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to abide by resolutions adopted
by the UN General Assembly” and to al-
low UN human rights investigators to
enter Iran.

Ebadi also called on the council to ap-
point a new UN rights rapporteur dedi-
cated to keeping an eye on Iran.

A spokesman for UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay
confirmed on Wednesday that her of-
fice had received the same text.

A spokesman for London-based Am-
nesty International, Tom Mackey, said
in Geneva that the group “is hosting a
joint event with her (Ebadi) along with
Human Rights Watch and with regional
organisations, on Friday afternoon. It’s
specifically on Iran.”

More than 4,000 protesters and op-
position figures have been arrested in
Iran following the disputed re-election
of Iranian President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad last year, according to offi-
cial figures.

Ebadi also cited arrests and shootings of
protestors in her letter, as well as death
sentences handed down in trials behind
closed doors.

“So far, based on official figures released
by the government of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, four of them have been
executed and more than 25 others are
awaiting their impending fate,” she
claimed.

Political prisoners were tortured, wom-
en campaigners were charged with
sedition, trade union members were
imprisoned, while even a branch of
Shiite Muslim faith was persecuted by
authorities, according to the 2003 Nobel
winner.

“Even more appallingly, they have re-
cently embarked on yet another means
of exerting pressure on political and
social activists, which is to take one or
a few of their relatives hostage,” Ebadi
said.

On Monday, the United States and the
European Union, which are both repre-
sented in the council, condemned con-
tinuing human rights violations by Iran
and expressed concern over the poten-
tial for further violence in the coming
days.

( Source AFP)

US fires first Iran
sanctions salvo

The United States targeted Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guard as it fired Wednesday
the first salvo in what it hopes will be a
new international campaign of sanctions
against Tehran for its suspect nuclear
work.

A day after President Barack Obama
pressed for a “significant regime of sanc-
tions” against Iran, the Treasury Depart-
ment ordered a freeze on assets of an in-
dividual and four companies linked to the
Revolutionary Guard.

The department designated an Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps commander
and four subsidiaries of a construction
company owned or controlled by the
force as “proliferators of weapons of mass
destruction and their supporters”.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said
last month that the United States had the
Revolutionary Guard in its sights when
discussing sanctions against Iran with its
partners: Russia, China, Britain, France
and Germany.

The six powers are leading the effort to
curb Iran’s uranium enrichment pro-
gramme, which the West fears masks a
drive to build a nuclear bomb. Iran denies
the charge, saying it is for peaceful use of
energy.

All but Germany are veto-wielding mem-
bers of the UN Security Council.

The New York Times, citing administra-
tion officials, reported Wednesday that
the administration was drafting a UN
Security Council resolution targeting the
Revolutionary Guard, the companies it
owns and the assets it controls.

US officials were not immediately avail-
able for comment amid a blizzard hitting
Washington.

Obama’s tough words, combined with
the treasury action, come after Iran an-
nounced on Tuesday it has begun work
to enrich uranium to 20 per cent, which
it says is for a medical research reactor in
Tehran.

The move suggested Iran was spurning
a four-month-old proposal by the UN’s
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) to ship most of its stocks of 3.5
per cent enriched uranium abroad to be
further upgraded to fuel the reactor.
Experts say that once Iran enriches ura-
nium to 20 per cent, it can proceed to
the 93 per cent needed to produce nu-
clear weapons since the technology is the
same. Iran maintains the enrichment is

purely for civilian energy purposes.
“Despite the posturing that the nuclear
power is only for civilian use... they in
fact continue to pursue a course that
would lead to weaponisation, and that is
not acceptable to the international com-
munity,” Obama said.

After trying to engage Iranian leaders
and persuade them to accept the IAEA
deal to defuse the crisis, Obama said the
world must be prepared to pressure Iran
to change course, even if the “door is still
open” to negotiations.

The world community “has bent over
backwards” to accommodate Iran and yet
is still ready to accept the Islamic republic
as a member of “good standing”, he said.
“What we are going to be working on
over the next several weeks is develop-
ing a significant regime of sanctions that
will indicate to them how isolated they
are from the international community as
a whole,” Obama said.

In Moscow, the powerful head of Russia’s
national security council, Nikolai Patru-
shev, said Tehran’s announcement that it
had started work to produce 20 per cent
enriched uranium cast doubt on its claims
not to be pursuing weapons.

Patrushev indicated the Kremlin’s pa-
tience in trying to seek dialogue with Te-
hran was wearing thin.

“Political and diplomatic methods are im-
portant for regulating, but everything has
its limit,” Patrushev was quoted as saying
by Russian state news agencies.

State Department spokesman Philip
Crowley said the United States would
propose an alternative to allow Tehran
to import the medical isotopes it says it
needs for cancer patients. Iran dismissed
the offer on Wednesday.

Crowley also told reporters Tuesday that
the United States sought ways to punish
the regime for its refusal to halt its ura-
nium enrichment programme without
hurting the Iranian people.

Analyst Karim Sadjadpour has said it
makes sense to target the Revolutionary
Guard because it manages Iran’s nuclear
programme and has led the crackdown
on anti-government protests since dis-
puted presidential elections in June.

He added such sanctions would not al-
ienate supporters of the pro-democracy
movement, for which the administration
has expressed sympathy and condemned
Iranian government actions.
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Gates Hopes Iran Sanctions
Will Avoid Military Action

-

U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates
says he hopes strong international
sanctions on Iran will forestall the
need for a military strike designed to
end the country’s chances of devel-
oping a nuclear weapon. Gates spoke
in Paris, where he and his French
counterpart Herve Morin agreed it
is time for sanctions after months of
diplomatic overtures from the West
have not had any impact on Iranian
leaders.

Secretary Gates is working with al-
lies to develop an effective sanctions
regime targeting Iran’s government,
while having minimal impact on its
people. U.S. officials say they hope to
bring a resolution to the U.N. Securi-
ty Council this month, while France
holds the rotating presidency.

Gates says Iran has not responded
constructively to President Barack
Obama’s unprecedented and long ef-
fort to start a dialogue on its nuclear
program. But asked whether he is
concerned Israel might launch an
air strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities
now that the Iranian president has
ordered the resumption of uranium
enrichment, the secretary said he be-
lieves there is still a chance for sanc-
tions and other forms of diplomatic
pressure to work.

“Everybody’s interest is in seeing this
issue resolved without a resort to con-
flict,” he said. “The key is persuading
the Iranian leaders that their long-
term best interests are best served by
not having nuclear weapons, as op-
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posed to having them. And so I think
that an approach along these lines, as
long as the international community
is seen pressing vigorously to resolve
this problem, my hope is we will
then be able to keep this in economic
and diplomatic channels.”

French Defense Minister Herve
Morin agreed. He said it is clear
nothing has changed in Iranian nu-
clear policy, and so it is time to begin
talking about new economic sanc-
tions.

The two defense ministers also dis-
cussed Afghanistan, with both de-
fending France’s role, even though it
is adding only 80 trainers in the cur-
rent round of NATO commitments.
They noted France made more sig-
nificant increases before last week’s
defense ministers’ meeting in Istan-
bul. The two men also welcomed im-
provements in U.S.-French defense
relations in recent years, including
France’s return to NATO’s military
command.

But they did not agree on every-
thing. France is considering selling
a large naval assault vessel to Russia.
Secretary Gates declined to com-
ment in detail, saying only they had
had “a good and thorough exchange
of views” on the subject. Minis-
ter Morin defended the plan, say-
ing the West’s old nemesis, Russia,
has “changed deeply” in the past 20
years, and it is time to nurture a new
relationship with it.

(Source VOA)

Brown warns

Iran over nuclear
programme

LONDON (Reuters) - Prime Minister
Gordon Brown said on Thursday the in-
ternational community was moving clos-
er to imposing sanctions on Iran because
of its nuclear programme.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad announced on Thursday that Iran was
capable of enriching uranium to more
than 80 percent purity, coming close to
levels experts say would be needed for a
nuclear bomb, although he said that was
not the country’s intention.

“I believe the mood around the world is
now increasingly one where, patience not
being inexhaustible, people are turning to
look at the specific sanctions we can plan
on Iran,” Brown told BBC TV.

“’This is a critical time for Iran’s relation-
ship with the rest of the world.”

Brown said the international commu-
nity did not want to impose sanctions
but would do so if Iran did not cooperate
more fully over its nuclear plans.

Turkish FM visits
Tehran for nuclear
talks: report

Turkish Foreign
Minister Ah-
met Davutoglu
was  scheduled
to arrive in Te-
hran  Tuesday
evening to meet
top Iranian of-
ficials including
Foreign Minis-
ter Manouchehr
Mottaki.
Turkey’s  semi-
official Anatolia news agency reported on
Tuesday that Davutoglu is expected to pay a
visit to Iran “’for nuclear talks™

Speaking at a press conference following his
talks with Thorbjorn Jagland, secretary gen-
eral of the Council of Europe (COE), Davu-
toglu said he would go to Iran after Tehran
announced it started enriching uranium to
20 percent on Tuesday.

Meantime, the Turkish minister said that he
was not pessimistic about the issue (enrich-
ment), believing that there was still a com-
mon ground.
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US fires first Iran
sanctions salvo

The United States targeted Iran’s Revolutionary Guard as it fired
Wednesday the first salvo in what it hopes will be a new international
campaign of sanctions against Tehran for its suspect nuclear work.

A day after President Barack Obama pressed for a “significant regime of
sanctions” against Iran, the Treasury Department ordered a freeze on
assets of an individual and four companies linked to the Revolutionary
Guard.

The department designated an Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps com-
mander and four subsidiaries of a construction company owned or con-
trolled by the force as “proliferators of weapons of mass destruction and
their supporters”.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said last month that the United States
had the Revolutionary Guard in its sights when discussing sanctions
against Iran with its partners: Russia, China, Britain, France and Ger-
many.

The six powers are leading the effort to curb Iran’s uranium enrichment.
>> Continued Page 4
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Iran’s “"Ronak” awarded
at Canadian festival

Iran’s “Ronak” by Hushang Mirzaii was awarded at the Picture
This..., Canadian international disability film festival in Calgary,
Canada.

The Iranian documentary “Ronak” received honorable mention at
the 10 to 30 minutes film section of the festival.

The jury praised “great camera work”, “the intimacy of the film”, G ha ri bpur dedicates performa nce to Shaja rian

“interesting shots” in the film and described it as inspiring, natural,

informative and creative. Mohammadreza Shajarian accompanied by his and dedicated the performance to Mohammad-
son Homayun who is among the opera’s vocalists reza Shajarian.
The film narrates the story of Mr. Rahimi, blind since childhood from attended a performance of the puppet opera on Master Shajarian is one of those rare artists who
a small pox infection, who lives in rural Iran. He dotes on his elderly February 3. The show is currently underway at treat other venerable artists well for the benefit of
mother, buying her medicine and visiting her daily. Tehran’s Ferdowsi Hall. the artistic community. Homayun has inherited
His film “Something like My Eyes” >> Page 7 At the beginning of the performance, the opera’s his father’s sensitivity toward carrying out his ar-
director Behruz Gharibpur expressed his appre- tistic pursuits, Gharibpur added.
ciation for the attendance of the opera’s vocalists Page 9
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