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SPORT

Pass Mes

In the 27th round of Iran Premier
League (IPL), Esteglal defeated Mes of
Kerman 2-0 at Tehran’s Azadi Stadium
on Wednesday.

Hanif Omranzadeh netted the opener in
the 13th minute of the game. The host
was the better team of the pitch and cre-
ated many good scoring chances. Este-
glal’s Captain Farhad Majidi managed to
double the lead in the 37th.

Prior to this game, Zob-e Ahan defeated
Sepahan 1-0 at Isfahan’s Fouladshahr
Stadium on the same day.

The sole goal of the game was scored by
Mohamamd Hosseini in the 70th minute
of the game.

Despite the defeat, Sepahan is on top of
the IPL table with 55 points and is fol-
lowed by Zob-e Ahan.

On Friday, Sepasi will host Persepolis in
Shiraz and Peykan will test Esteqlal-e
Ahvaz.

Esteqlal-e Ahvaz New Coach

Mehdi Hasheminasab was appointed as
Esteglal-e Ahvaz coach on Tuesday.
Hasheminasab replaced Mohammad Ah-
madzadeh who penned a contract with
the team just a week ago.

Khodadad Azizi, who was a former coach
of Esteglal-e Ahvaz but refused to take
charge of the team again, will return to
the team as the technical manager.
Esteqlal-e Ahvaz is seven points above
the relegation zone in the IPL.

Fixture of the other games:

Rah Ahan Vs Pas

Malavan Vs Steel Azin

Saipa Vs Teraktor

Shahin Vs Saba

Foulad Vs Abu Moslem

Tell us what
you think

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Contact: 02084554203

Esteqlal

Iran Wins Greco-Roman
World Cup

Kazemian

joins Emirates

Iranian Javad Kazemian joined the Emir-
ates team of the UAE on a three-month

contract.

The 28-year-old midfielder who can-
celled his contract with Ajman weeks
ago, reached an agreement with the first
division football team Emirates.
Kazemian is the third Iranian player who
joined the team after Reza Enayati and
Maziar Zare.

The former Persepolis player has played
41 times for Iran national football team
and has scored two times

Iranian  national team
won the final round in the
Greco-Roman  Wrestling
World Cup in Armenia
with a 4-3 victory against
Turkey on Sunday evening.
Mohammad Faqiri in 55,
Omid Norouzi in 60, Saeid
Abd-e-Vali in 66 and Amir
Ali-Akbari in 96-kg cat-
egories were the Iranian
athletes who snatched vic-
tories for Iran while Hamid
Reihani, Habib Akhlaghi
and Bashir Babajanzadeh in
the 74, 84 and 120-kg cat-
egories, respectively were
defeated by their Turkish
rivals.

According to Presstv, Iran
reached the final stage of
the world competition after

defeating the host, Arme-
nia, (4-3) in Yerevan.

Iran team, coached by Mo-
hammad Bana, had over-
powered Cuba in the open-
ing round and trounced a
Nordic team composed of
Swedish and Danish wres-
tlers in the second round.
Turkey advanced to the fi-
nal round with a 12-5 vic-
tory over Georgia on Sun-
day.

Former world champion
Turkey defeated Hungary
(6-1) and Russia (5-2) to
get to the semifinals of the
competition.

Armenia, Georgia, Turkey,
Russia, Hungary, Iran, Cuba
and the Nordic team took
part in the 2010 Greco-Ro-

man Wrestling World Cup
in Yerevan, which ran from
Feb. 12 to 14.

Runner-Up in Turkey
Meanwhile, Iranian free
wrestling team gained a
gold, a silver and three
bronze medals to stand
in the second place in the
Yasar Dogu International
freestyle wrestling tourna-
ment.

In the competition held in
the Turkish city of Istanbul,
Iranian athletes collected
55 points to rank second af-
ter Azerbaijan.

Mohammad Reza Azar
Shakib snatched the gold
medal in the 120-kg cat-
egory and Saeid Ahmadi

brought home silver medal
in the 60-kg class.

Farzan Bahrami, Mostafa
Hossein Khani and Saeid
Riyahi in 55, 66 and 74-kg
categories pocketed bronze
medal.

Azerbaijani wrestlers won
15 medals, including eight
gold, 4 silver and 3 bronze
medals.

The host, Turkey, gained 53
points to stand in the 3rd
place.

Some 300 wrestlers from 24
countries took part in the
contest.

This was the 38th Yasar
Dogu international compe-
tition, commemorating the
Turkish wrestler.

Iranian
weightlift-
ers refuse
drug
testing

Iranian  super  heavy-
weight class weightlifters
refused to submit a drug
test authorized by the Iran
Weightlifting League.

After four lifters were
banned for doping viola-
tions in the international
competitions, Iran’s Anti-
Doping Agency decided to
monitor the athletes dur-
ing domestic competitions.

Head of Iran’s Anti-Doping
Agency Ramin Tabatabaei
confirmed their refusal
and said, “They (the lifters)
didn’t allow our drug con-
trol officers to give them
tests and this is illegal. We
are allowed to test each
athlete even in his home.
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Iranian Musical

Instruments

By Keyhan Kalhor

Iranian traditional music continues to
enthrall listeners across the world. The
appeal of its clear and deep rhythm and
resonance is partly due to the indige-
nous instruments used by Iranian musi-
cians, Dejkam.com reported.

A number of these Iranian musical in-
struments are briefly presented below:

Kamancheh

Kamancheh is a traditional classical bowed lute of
Persian classical music and dates back to antiquity.
It has a small, hollowed hardwood body with a thin
stretched fish-skin membrane.

Its neck is cylindrical, and it has four strings. Often
known as the “spiked fiddle”, because of the spike
protruding from its lower end, it is played vertically
in the manner of the European viol.

The bowstrings are pulled by the player, which ac-
commodates subtle tone variations. It is suspected
that the fourth string was added in the early 20th
century as a result of the introduction of western
violin to Iran.

Setar

The ancestry of setar can be traced to the ancient
tanbour of pre-Islamic Persia. It is made from thin
mulberry wood and its fingerboard has 25 Or 26 ad-
justable gut frets.

Setar is literally translated as “three strings”. How-
ever, in its present form, it has four strings and it is
suspected that setar initially had only three strings.
Because of its delicacy and intimate sonority, setar is
the preferred instrument of Sufi mystics.

Tar

Belonging to the lute family, tar appeared in its
present form in the
middle of the 18th cen-
tury. The body is a dou-
ble-bowl shape carved
from mulberry wood,
with a thin membrane
of stretched lamb-skin
covering the top.

The long fingerboard
has 26 to 28 adjustable gut frets, and there are three
double courses of strings. Its range is about two and
one-half octaves, and is played with a small brass
plectrum.

Ney

Ney, which is probably the oldest pitched instru-
ment known to man, is an oblique rim blown reed
flute with five finger holes in front and one thumb
hole in the back.

One of the principal instruments of traditional Per-
sian music, ney has a range of two and a half octaves.

The upper end is covered by a short brass cylinder
anchored in the tiny space between the upper inci-
sive teeth of the player.

Sound is produced when a stream of air is directed
by the tongue toward the opening of the instru-
ment. In this way, sound is produced behind the

upper teeth, inside the mouth, which gives ney a
distinct timbre than that of the sound produced by
the lips on.

Daf

Dafis a type of frame drum that is depicted in many
Persian miniatures and has reliefs from centuries
ago. Although it appears at first sight to be a rela-
tively simple instrument, daf has the potential of
producing intricate rhythmic patterns and sounds.
Daf is equipped with metal rings on the inside
which add a jingle effect to the sound. The frame is
covered with goat-skin.

Santour

Santour is a three-octave wooden-hammered dulci-
mer with 72 strings which are arranged on adjust-
able tuning pegs in 18 quadruple sets, nine (bronze)
in the low register, and nine (steel) in the middle
register.

Santour can be made from various kinds of wood
(walnut, rosewood, betel palm, etc.) depending on
the desired sound quality. The front and the back of
the instrument are connected by sound-posts whose
positions play an important role in the sound quality
of the instrument.

Although santour is very old, it was neither depict-
ed in miniatures, nor presented in any other me-
dium until the 19th century.

Tonbak

Tonbak is a chalice-shaped drum carved from solid
mulberry wood. It is covered at the wide end by a
membrane of lamb or goat skin.

The technique of this instrument uses both hands
and consists of rolling and snapping the fingers in
various ways. The rich variety of tones and textures
on this instrument allows the player to punctuate
and ornament the melodic phrases as well as create
rhythmical patterns.

‘Ton’ and ‘bak’ are onomatopoeias for two basic
strokes, one low (ton) in the center, and one high
(bak) on the side of the membrane.

Oud

Barbat, also known as Oud, is a short-neck fret-
less lute with five double-courses of strings tuned
in fourths and traditionally played with an eagle’s
quill.

Barbat is the ancestor of the European lute and
functions as a bass instrument.

Tanbour

Tanbour is the ancestor to most long-necked,
plucked stringed instruments. Its pear-shaped bel-
ly is normally carved out of one piece of mulberry
wood with a long neck and 14 gut frets.

Some modern tanbours are made of bent ribs of
mulberry wood. The sound board, 3-4 millimeters
thick, is also made of mulberry wood which has nu-
merous small holes for better resonance.

Tanbour has a unique playing technique by which
the strings are strummed with the fingers of the
right hand to produce a very full and even tremolo
called shorr (literally meaning the pouring of wa-
ter).

This technique, along with various kinds of pluck-
ing, usually with the index and pinky fingers, ena-
bles the musicians to produce different effects and
various rhythmic accentuations. It imitates the nat-
ural sounds of their environment such as a running
stream, a water fall, a bird chirping or a horse’s gal-
lop, all translated into musical rhythms and sounds.
The ancient tanbour used to have two silk or, in
some instances, gut strings tuned in 4th or 5th, simi-
lar to dotar (meaning two stringed), its close relative
widely used in eastern Iran. It has also been regard-
ed as the tanbour of Khorasan in literary texts.
Although these two instruments share a similar his-
tory and are basically the same, they have devel-
oped their own repertoires, playing techniques and
functions.

According to the master instrument maker Mehdi
Kamalian, the name tanbour is taken from the word
tandour or tanour, meaning clay oven, as early in-
strument makers dried tree trunks chosen to carve
the belly in tanours for several hours in order to
perfect the sound. Gradually the instrument took
on the name tanbour.

The present tanbour has three strings and covers the
range of one octave and two notes. The lower pair
of strings, made of steel, is tuned in unison normally
anywhere from a (flat) to b and is fingered together
functioning as the melody strings.

The top string made of copper or brass, slightly
thicker, tuned in lower fourth or fifth, functions as
a sympathetic string with occasional fingering by
the thumb.

Tanbour has always been considered a sacred in-
strument associated with the Kurdish Sufi music of
western Iran and it is believed that its repertoire is
based on ancient Persian music.

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
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Kiarostami’s "Shirin” to
open Image of an Artist

D«

Abbas Kiarostami’s “Shirin” with a brief appear-
ance by Juliette Binoche will open this year’s
Image of an Artist, a documentary film festival,
here on Saturday at the Iranian Artists Forum
(IAF).

This is the movie’s first public premiere in Iran.
The screening will be followed by a review ses-
sion with Kiarostami, crew member Mohamma-
dreza Delpak, and film critics Ahmad Talebine-

jad and Javad Tusi in attendance.

The session will continue with the screening of
a documentary produced about the movie by
Hamideh Razavi.

Shirin depicts the audience’s emotional involve-
ment with the story. The film is made from sim-
ple close-up shots of faces as they themselves
watch it and all the people featured in the close-
ups are women. Everything is angled toward a
specific end, and the film they are watching is
the 800-year-old Persian love story of Khosrow
and Shirin.

Mahnaz Afshar, Golshifteh Farahani, Niki Kari-
mi and Taraneh Alidusti are among the Iranian
cast members of “Shirin”.

The 7th edition of the festival will feature some
47 films in the Youth category and 207 movies
in the Free category.

This is the first time the forum will be holding
two separate openings for the Image of the year
events.

The 7th edition of the “Image of the Year” ex-
hibit will open a week later on February 27 at
which time Iranian artists will be displaying
artworks in different sections of photo, cartoon,
and graphic designs.

The two events will continue until March 15 at
the forum located on Musavi St., off Talegani
Ave.

Khaseb to stage
“Mysterious Gift” in Italy

Iranian stage artist Yaser Khaseb will perform
his “Mysterious Gifts: Theater of Iran” on Feb-
ruary 22 in Bari, Italy.

The play will be staged as a part of an interna-
tional event held by the Primavera dei Diritti
(Spring of Rights) from February 18 to Febru-
ary 28 at the Kursaal Theater and in several
other venues around the city.

The website called “Mysterious Gift” an “ex-

traordinary show that blends dance, puppet
theater and mime, particularly suitable also for
a children’s audience”.

The play was created by Khaseb in 2006 and he
has performed it in different European coun-
tries as well as in the United States. Khaseb is
also the author of two other solo performanc-
es, “Mud” and “Motherland”.

Theater and music, a cycle of international
conferences, meetings with the biggest NGOs,
performances, exhibitions, video-installations,
and theater performances will be held during
the event.

Mideast Tourist Arrivals
Increase

A recent report released recently by the United
Nations World Tourism Organization’s (UN-
WTO) Barometer indicated that Lebanon topped
Arab countries with a 38.9-percent increase in the
number of arrivals, followed by Syria with 10.4
percent and Bahrain with 4.3 percent growth.
Jordan registered the fourth highest increase in
international tourist arrivals in 2009 among Mid-
dle Eastern countries, with a 1.6-percent growth,
reported Jordantimes.com.

“Jordan has succeeded in bucking the negative
trend,” the report said, with a 2-percent increase
up to November, balancing a 4.5-percent growth

like India are showing promise,” it added.
According to the report, Pope Benedict XVT’s visit
to the kingdom in May was one of the major rea-
sons for the increasing number of visitors.

The overall figures, however, showed a 6-percent
decline in the number of visitors to the Middle
East as a whole.

Lebanon topped world countries with 38.9 per-
cent, followed by Taiwan with 14.3 percent and
Korea with 13.4 percent.

These figures may vary, however, as some coun-
tries have not submitted figures for the last month
of 2009, according to the report.

The document also stated that international tour-
ist arrivals are estimated to have declined world-
wide by 4 percent in 2009 to 880 million.

Veteran Iranian
Sorna Player Dies

Veteran musician Ali-Akbar Mehdipur Dehkordi, known for his
haunting melody played at the turn of the Iranian year, died of
heart failure in his hometown on Monday. He was 75.

He was most famous for the sorna, a wind instrument resem-
bling bugle, which he played and recorded about 24 years ago.
For the past three decades, the melody has been broadcast on
Iran’s national TV and radio channels at the time of the New
Year.

Besides playing the sorna, Mehdipur was also famous for playing
the karna, a wind instrument with no holes in it that produces
a powerful bass sound by means of the player’s breath, and the
kamancheh (spike fiddle).

The musician was born in 1935 in a region in Chahar-Mahal
Bakhtiari Province. He began to play sorna at the age of 17.

He later found interest in karna and kamancheh and became a
professional musician specializing in traditional instruments and
performing in many festivals and events overseas.

Canada, Germany, France, Kyrgyzstan, Dubai, Japan, Turkey
and Kuwait are among the countries where he performed his
music.

Performing at Fajr Music Festival, Iran’s Regional Music Festival
in Kerman and playing the sorna in the theme music of Amrol-
lah Ahmadju’s TV series “Once Upon A Time” are also among
his credits.

He was also well acquainted with dastgahs of Iranian music. In
Iranian music, a dastgah is a scale of notes, their features, and an
associated group of traditional melodies that constitute a basis
for an improvisational performance.

Mehdipur was buried in the main cemetery at Shahr-e Kord on
Tuesday.

Photo: Ali-Akbar Mehdipur Dehkordi playing karna in an un-
dated photo (IRNA/Mahmud Raisi)

Books of Iranian author Mastur to

be published in Italy

Two books by Iranian author Mostafa Mastur will be published in

Italian in near future.

“I negotiated with the Ponte 33 publications in Italy during my
recent visit to Florence for publication of my books,” Mastur told

the Persian service of MNA.

“They have thoroughly translated my book ‘Pig’s Bone and Leper’s
Hands’ and during the process of translation they encounter my
bestseller ‘Kiss the Lovely Face of God” and they decide to translate
it too,” he added. “Kiss the Lovely Face of God” was translated into
Turkish by Ertugrul Ertekin and the Arabic version was prepared
by the National Translation Center in Egypt.

“Growth returned in the last quarter of 2009, after
14 months of negative results, contributing to a
better than expected full year.”

Regarding prospects for 2010, the UNWTO fore-
cast growth in international tourist arrivals at be-
tween 3 and 4 percent.

from both European and Arab markets against
6-percent drops from both the Americas and
Asia-Pacific.

“Even source markets that were underperforming
in the first half of the year, such as the UK and
Russia, have since picked up, and new markets
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Iran to verify identity of
national luminaries

Iran plans to take
preventive action
against countries
allegedly trying to
appropriate Irani-
an luminaries.

The Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts Organization (CHTHO) has been
assigned to provide the measures, CHTHO
Director Hamid Bagqaii told the Persian
service of IRNA on Monday.

The establishment of world prizes in the
names of prominent Iranian poets, philos-
ophers, and scientists including Avicenna
in the field of medical science, and Khwar-
izmi and Ghiyath ad-Din Jamshid Masud
Kashani in the field of mathematics, is one
of the actions, he said.

The CHTHO also plans to pay tribute to
Iranian luminaries by organizing interna-
tional conferences in their names.

In addition, the CHTHO plans to set up a
museum for these personalities.

Baqaii, who is also a vice president, asked
the media to help the CHTHO in that mis-
sion. However, he accused some of Iranian
media of working unintentionally or even
intentionally against the national inter-
ests.

He made no reference to the name of a
specific media outlet in his remarks but
added, “Unfortunately, some of our media
regard every issue as political, attacking
national interests by criticizing CHTHO’s
actions. Such an orientation causes some
countries to seek the appropriation of our
luminaries.”

The Iranian government’s concern about
the alleged foreign misuse of Persian lu-
minaries began in 2007 when UNESCO
celebrated the 800th birthday anniversary
of Persian mystic and poet Molana Jalal
ad-Din Rumi (1207-1273) at the request of
Afghanistan, Egypt, and Turkey.

Avicenna, Farabi and several other Iranian
luminaries have been referred to as Ara-
bian or Central Asian scientists in some
Western and Arabian texts over the past
few years.

Novella on Iranian philosopher

published in Armenia

RN

A novella on Iranian philosopher
Abu Nasr Farabi or Avennasar has
recently been published in Arme-
nia, the Islamic Culture and Rela-
tions Organization announced on
Wednesday.

The book entitled “Farabi” was
introduced in Yerevan last week
during a ceremony attended by its
translator Emma Begijanian, Ira-
nian ambassador to Armenia and a
number of cultural figures from the
two countries.

The Persian version of book was
authored in 2004 in Iran by Abbas
Jahangiri, who didn’t attend the
ceremony.

“Farabi” is to be published in Kaza-
khstan in the near future.

Jahangirian’s Armenian version
of “Hamun and the Sea” was pub-
lished in Armenia in 2007. The
book was translated by Andranik
Khechumian.

A Muslim philosopher and a prom-
inent musician, Farabi (c. 878-950)
was regarded in the Arab world as
the greatest philosophical author-

S il e 5 4

Farabi’s philosophical ~thinking
was nourished in the heritage of
the Arabic Aristotelian teachings
of 10th-century Baghdad, the En-
cyclopedia Britannica says.

His great service to Islam was to
take the Greek heritage, as it had
become known to the Arabs, and
show how it could be used to an-
swer questions with which Mus-
lims were struggling.

Photo: The Persian version of
“Farabi”

ity after Aristotle.
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Mehrjuii making doc on
Hamedan’s seasons

Veteran Iranian director Dariush Mehrjuii is making a documentary on the his-

torical west-central Iranian city of Hamedan in all four seasons.

The autumn and winter part of the documentary have been shot and we will
be shooting in the spring and summer, the project executive producer Yahya
Mo’ayyed told the Persian service of Fars News Agency.

The documentary focuses on the historical characteristics of Hamedan as one
of the ancient Iranian capitals and considers the city’s handicrafts as well as its
luminaries, he mentioned.

The film is not a classic documentary and it does not have a narrator. Different
places within the city and its historical sites including the Avicenna mausoleum
and the Ali Sadr Cave are featured in the documentary, he said.

Hamedan is the capital city of Hamadan Province of Iran. The city is believed
to be among the oldest Iranian cities and is one of the oldest cities in the world.
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Watchdog: Iran arrested
90 journalists in 2009

An international press freedom watch-
dog accused Iran of one of the world’s
most severe crackdowns on journalists
with more than 90 reporters arrested
last year.

The New York-based Committee to
Protect Journalists said in its annual re-
port on press freedoms released Tuesday
that Iran is still holding at least 23 writ-
ers and editors, second only to China in
the number of journalists detained.

Iran “saw one of the most vicious and
widespread crackdowns on the press
in recent memory,” said the report. It
added that the crackdown intensified
following the disputed June presidential
election.

The report said China holds 24 journal-
ists in its jails.

Elsewhere in the Middle East, the press
freedom group notes that government
agencies continue to enforce heavy-
handed press laws, including harass-
ment through courts.

The report said there are increasing ef-
forts by Middle East governments to
stifle free information through Internet,
especially monitoring and harassing
bloggers.

It quoted Egyptian activists as saying

that “Internet police” are monitoring
digital traffic and sharing it among state
security agencies.

The report noted a sharp fall in fatali-
ties of media workers in Iraq last year
consistent with an overall drop in vio-
lence but complained of increasing gov-
ernment harassment and assault even
in the relatively secure Kurdish re-
gion. Four Iraqi journalists were killed
in 2009 compared with 11 journalists
killed in 2008 because of their work.
That was down considerably from 32
killed in 2007.

The committee called Yemen “one of
the most repressive countries in the re-
gion for the press.” It mentioned news
suppression, print restrictions, and dis-
tribution control.

In Israel, the committee reported press
restrictions during last year’s offensive
in Gaza, largely denying access to jour-
nalists to cover the war.

The report also mentioned various vio-
lations of freedom of press in Algeria,
Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Libya, Mau-
ritania, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Syria,
Sudan, Tunisia and the United Arab
Emirates.

( Source AP)

Iran refuses to stop enrich-
ment in return for isotopes

Iran will not suspend its sensitive high
level enrichment in return for radioiso-

topes as offered in a letter by three world
powers to the UN atomic watchdog, the
foreign ministry said on Wednesday.

“It is not at all rational to say that Iran
should not produce (isotopes and urani-
um) and stop its (enrichment) plant and
that they will provide its needed medi-
cine,” ministry spokesman Ramin Meh-
manparast told ISNA news agency.

“We will not examine offers which lead
to the shutting down of Tehran reactor,”
said the spokesman, in an almost word-
for-word repetition of a statement he
made on February 10.

Iran started enriching uranium to 20 per-
cent on February 9 to fuel its Tehran re-
search reactor making medical radioiso-
topes amid international concern over its
atomic ambitions.

The move comes as world powers seek to
convince Iran to accept a UN-brokered
deal to supply Tehran with nuclear fuel
for the reactor in exchange for its low-
enriched uranium being taken out of the
country.

The United States, Russia and France
on Tuesday said in a letter to the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
that Iran’s escalation of its uranium en-
richment further undermined interna-

tional trust in its nuclear drive.

The three said they “recognise the need in
Iran for medical radioisotopes” which are
“available on the world market and could
be obtained as a responsible, timely and
cost effective alternative to the IAEA’s
proposal.”

Amid the threat of new sanctions Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said on
Tuesday that negotiations over the IAEA-
drafted nuclear fuel exchange were “not
closed yet.”

He expressed readiness to buy the mate-
rial from abroad, even from Iran’s arch-
foe the United States.

Echoing the president’s comments, Meh-
manparast said that Iran would “examine
the issue of buying 20 percent enriched
uranium or even an exchange (of ura-
nium) under conditions desired by our
country.”

“But in the absence of mutually-agreed
proposals, we are losing time, the reactor
fuel is running out and 850,000 patients
await its medical products,” the spokes-
man said.

Ahmadinejad indicated Tehran could sus-
pend higher grade enrichment if world
powers supplied it the required fuel for
the reactor.
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Russia Delays Arms
Delivery to Iran

Russia is delaying delivery of its
S-300 air-defense system to Iran and
is also calling for Tehran to adhere to
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) guidelines for enrichment of
nuclear fuel. The moves follow Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s two-day visit to Moscow.

The Interfax News Agency quotes
the deputy director of Russia’s Fed-
eral Service for Military and Techni-
cal Cooperation, Alexander Fomin, as
saying delivery of the S-300 air de-
fense system to Iran has been delayed
by technical problems.

Fomin, whose service controls Rus-
sian arms exports, made the com-
ment during a defense exposition in
New Delhi. He did not indicate the
nature of the technical problems or
how long repairs would take.

As recently as Sunday, the deputy
secretary of the Russian Security
Council, Vladimir Nazarov, said the
S-300 contract must be implemented.
It was signed in 2005.

Israel and the United States have op-
posed the sale of the system, which
Iran could use to defend a possible at-
tack against its nuclear facilities.

Announcement of the delay was
made a day after Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu visited Mos-
cow. The Israeli leader told Russia’s
Kommersant business daily he would
not confirm whether he discussed
delivery of any specific weapons
systems in his talks with President
Dmitri Medvedev.

The S-300 is a Soviet-era surface-to-
air system designed to shoot down
aircraft and cruise missiles. Inde-
pendent Russian military analyst

Pavel Felgenhauer told VOA the
missile would complement the long-
er-range S5-200 and the TOR M1 sys-
tem that operates at medium to very
low altitudes.

Felgenhauer says the fact that Iran
does not have the S-300 means it has
a big hole in its air-defense system,
which makes it impossible to defend
against an attack, even by Israel.

Tel Aviv is concerned that an Iranian
nuclear weapon could pose a direct
threat to Israel.

Meanwhile, Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov reminded Iran it
should stop its nuclear enrichment
activity in accordance with a U.N.
Security Council resolution. Lavrov,
currently on a tour of Latin America,
also urged Tehran to accept an inter-
national offer to provide fuel for its
nuclear-research reactors.

Lavrov says the International Atomic
Energy Agency proposed a plan in
October of last year with France, the
United States and Russia that would
provide fuel for Iran’s research reac-
tor, because its current supply is be-
ing used up.

In Moscow, Prime Minister Netan-
yahu called for crippling sanctions
against Iranian imports and exports,
including such refined oil products as
gasoline.

On Tuesday, Kremlin spokeswoman
Natalya Timakova said the interna-
tional community must be certain
Iran’s nuclear program is peaceful.
She added that if such obligations are
not fulfilled, no one can rule out the
use of sanctions against Iran.

(Source VOA)

Iran rejects calls for
UN probes on torture,
violence

Iran has rejected western calls to allow in
the UN expert on torture and for wider in-
vestigations into post-election violence, a
United Nations report showed on Wednes-
day.

Tehran, which had maintained this week
that there was a standing invitation for UN
rights experts, agreed to respond by June to
a broad recommendation that it accept re-
quests for visits.

However, it rejected specific calls by Aus-
tralia, Britain, France and the United States
to allow visits by the special rapporteurs on
torture and on the independence of judges
and lawyers.

“The recommendations... did not enjoy the
support of Iran,” according to the official re-
port on the 47-member UN Human Rights
Council’s review of Iran, which took place
on Monday.

Iran’s then reformist President Mohammad
Khatami implemented the standing invita-
tion to all UN human rights experts in 2003.
However, the United Nations says they
have been unable gain access since 2005, a
period that coincides with Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad’s presidency.

Britain’s recommendation that Iran invite
the UN Secretary-General to investigate
violence since last June’s presidential elec-
tion, as well as calls for a domestic inquiry,
were also rejected.

The report showed Iran accepted 123 pro-
posals made during the review -- notably
to consider abolishing the death penalty for
the religious offences of apostasy and her-
esy, and to stop torture.

It also agreed to respond to 23 others at the
Council’s next session in June.

However, it rejected 44 more outright - all
by western states -- including those calling
for a halt to discrimination against homo-
sexuals and the release of all political pris-
oners.

An Iranian official last week invited UN hu-
man rights chief Navi Pillay to visit.

Iran: 5 foreigners
detained during
Feb. 11 rallies

A top prosecutor in Iran says five foreign-
ers _including two Russians, a French na-
tional, a Japanese reporter and an Afghan
_ were detained during rallies last week
marking the anniversary of Iran’s 1979
Islamic revolution.

The semiofficial ISNA news agency
quotes Tehran prosecutor Abbas Jafari
Dowlatabadi as saying the cases against
the Afghan national and one of the Rus-
sians have been referred to the judiciary
for possible trial.

He said Wednesday the other three for-
eigners have been released.

Dowlatabadi did not identify those de-
tained or provide any further details.

Iran has repeatedly accused Western
countries of provoking street protests af-
ter last year’s disputed presidential elec-
tion.
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Iran refuses to

stop enrichment

Iran will not suspend its sensitive
high level enrichment in return
for radioisotopes as offered in a
letter by three world powers to
the UN atomic watchdog, the for-
eign ministry said on Wednesday.
“It is not at all rational to say that
Iran should not produce (isotopes
and uranium) and stop its (en-
richment) plant and that they
will provide its needed medi-
cine,” ministry spokesman Ramin
Mehmanparast told ISNA news
agency.

“We will not examine offers
which lead to the shutting down
of Tehran reactor,” said the
spokesman, in an almost word-
for-word repetition of a statement
he made on February 10.

Iran started enriching uranium to
20 percent on February 9 to fuel
its Tehran research reactor mak-
ing medical radioisotopes amid
international concern over its
atomic ambitions.

>> Continued on Page 4

Iran to verify identity of
national luminaries

The Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Organization
(CHTHO) has been assigned to
provide the measures, CHTHO
Director Hamid Bagqaii told the
Persian service of IRNA on
Monday.

The establishment of world
prizes in the names of promi-
nent Iranian poets, philoso-
phers, and scientists including
Avicenna in the field of medi-
cal science, and Khwarizmi and
Ghiyath ad-Din Jamshid Masud

Kashani in the field of math-
ematics, is one of the actions,
he said.

The CHTHO also plans to pay
tribute to Iranian luminaries by
organizing international con-
ferences in their names.

aqaii, who is also a vice presi-
dent, asked the media to help
the CHTHO in that mission.
However, he accused some of
Iranian media of working unin-
tentionally or even ... >> Page6

Iranian national team won the final round
in the Greco-Roman Wrestling World Cup
in Armenia with a 4-3 victory against Tur-
key on Sunday evening.

Mohammad Fagqiri in 55, Omid Norouzi in
60, Saeid Abd-e-Vali in 66 and Amir Ali-
Akbari in 96-kg categories were the Iranian

athletes who snatched victories for Iran
while Hamid Reihani, Habib Akhlaghi and
Bashir Babajanzadeh in the 74, 84 and 120-
kg categories, respectively were defeated by
their Turkish rivals.

According to Presstv, Iran reached the final
stage of the world competition ...

" Iran Wins Greco-Roman World Cup
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Two Languages can be better than one!

To reach your Iranian audience, talk to “Persian Weekly” first!
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