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Principal Accounting
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CELEBRATING
NoRrouz 1389

- The Laila Salehzehi Charitable
- Foundation (LSCF) cordially invites
you to our Norouz 1389 Party

19 March 2010

Ragant Banqueﬂn_g_ Suite
331 Regents Park Road
London, N3 1DP
7:30 pm till Late

Join us for a night of fun and
t:eﬁehm{iun of the Iranian New Year-an
ortan, oppor .'ﬂﬂﬂrﬂﬂiﬂfﬂﬁi‘ﬂﬂ
> abolil'our stake in a project to
06l in a rural area of lran.

' 1ip opportunities are
avaﬁabla Piea-se contact us for further
information if you are interested

‘Sponsored by Shiraz Travel &
Audio Visual Exclusive

Registered Charity No. 1125457

b wwwiscfoundation.com | |
H B O P s e LR e
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Tell us what
you think

Iranian referee in-
vited to 2010 FIBA
World Championship

Iranian Heros Avanessian has been

invited by the International Basket-

Majidi’s Goals Sink Al-Ahli

ball Federation to officiate at the 2010
FIBA World Championship.

The 2010 FIBA World Championship
will be held from August 28 to Septem-
ber 12, 2010 in Turkey.

Avanessian had previously been in-
vited to Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.
Iran has been drawn in Group B along
with the U.S., Slovenia, Brazil, Croatia

and Tunisia

Iran’s Zob Ahan
beats Al Wahda in
ACL opener

Zob Ahan of Isfahan started its Asian
Champions League campaign with a
victory over Al Wahda of the UAE
on Tuesday. The Iranian representa-
tive beat Al Wahda 1-0 at the Foolad
Shahr Stadium in Group B of the

tournament.

Brazilian Igor Castro put Zob Ahan
ahead in the 60th minute with a
well-targeted shoot outside of the

penalty area.

Zob Ahan was the dominant team
and created many good opportuni-
ties during the match but the strikers

didn’t take advantage of them.

Sepahan is scheduled to play Saudi
Arabia’s Al Shabab on Wednesday in
Group C at the King Fahd Interna-
tional Stadium. This Isfahani team is
the only Iranian participant to have
made it to the final in these past few

years.

On the Match Day 1 of
Asian Football Confed-
eration Champions League
Iranian club Esteqlal beat
Al-Ahli 2-1 at Prince Ab-
dullah Al-Faisal Stadium in
Jeddah on Tuesday.
Esteglal’s captain Farhad
Majidi scored in either half
of the game to wrap up the
three points before sub-
stitute Hassan Al-Raheb
grabbed a late consolation
for the home side as last
year’'s AFC Champions
League winning coach Ser-
gio Farias suffered a defeat
on his continental debut in
charge of Al-Ahli.

With Al-Gharafa record-
ing a 2-1 win over Al-
Jazira in Abu Dhabi, Este-
qlal share top spot with the
Qatar League leader after
the opening game in Group
A of the tournament, Afc.
com wrote.

The home side began
brightly, but the visitors
opened the scoring after
just 12 minutes as Majidi
found himself on the end
of a corner and dispatched

equalized for the home
side but a lack of fortune
and a brilliant double save
from Esteqlal goalkeeper
Mohammad Mohammadi
preserved the visitors’ lead.
Striker Malek Maaz saw
his initial close range effort
blocked by Mohammadi
before the Esteqlal cus-
todian recovered to turn
away Al-Mosa’s follow up
header.

Former Pohang Steelers
coach Farias made his first
substitution after 20 min-
utes by replacing defender
Mansour Al-Harbi with
Abdul Rahim Jizawi.

And the move almost paid
off as Jizawi linked up with
striker Victor Simoes but
agonizingly guided his
header from the Brazilian’s
cross the wrong side of the
post.

The home side continued
to press after the break but
again the away club goal-
keeper Mohammadi con-
tained to prevail.

The Esteqlal custodian
did hand the home side a

Marcinho’s 68th minute
spot kick.

With 14 minutes remain-
ing an unmarked Majidi
doubled Iran representa-
tive’s lead as the striker
headed home past Al-
Muaiouf.

Al-Ahli attempted to press
forward in the last 10 min-
utes in search of a way back
into the contest through
Al-Raheb and Jizawi, but
the Esteglal defense and
Mohammadi stood firm.
Mohammadi was beaten
with four minutes remain-
ing as Al-Raheb headed
home Mohammed Mas-
sad’s cross, but it proved
just to be a consolation for
the home side.

Hard Work Paid Off

In a post match press con-
ference Esteqlal coach Sa-
mad Marfavi insisted he
had done his homework
on Al-Ahli and his hard
work paid off as his side
joined Al-Gharafa at the
top of Group A after the
Qatar League leader beat

qlal striker Marfavi.

“We must now show our
best during the remaining
matches and we will do
our best to secure an early
qualification for the next
round.”

In the next round of fix-
tures on March 9, Esteqlal
will host Al-Jazira, while
Al-Ahli is going to test to
Al-Gharafa.

Meanwhile, Al-Ahli coach
Sergio Farias apologized
after his new charges suf-
fered a 2-1 home defeat by
Esteglal and said, “I apolo-
gies to the fans for the de-
feat,” said Farias

“The fans showed a lot of
effort and passion during
the whole match, but we
were not lucky.

“We had several chances,
but when you do not score
in football you will lose.”
“I know that AFC Cham-
pions League matches are
difficult and require con-
centration for the entire 90
minutes,” added Farias.
“But I think what hap-

In Group D Mes of Kerman who is in
the Iran Professional League relega-
tion zone will host Al Ahli of Emir-
ates at the Shahid Bahonar Stadium
on the same day

his header past Al-Ahli
goalkeeper Abdullah Al-  bringing down substitute
Muaiouf. Jizawi inside the penalty
Six minutes later midfield- area, but Mohammadi
er Motaz Al-Mosa almost = made amends by saving

chance to equalize after  Al-Jazira2-1in AbuDhabi.  pened was due to the lack
“We have monitored Al-  of experience of my play-
Ahli for a long time and  ers.”

this is the reason behind

the win,” said former Este-
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From Stone Age To
Jiroft Civilization

Little is known about Iran prior to the rise of the Ela-
mite power. This is so because there remains a treas-
ure-trove of pre-historic artifacts and long-buried cit-
ies yet to be recovered. Only recently are Stone Age
sites in Iran being excavated and observed. Therefore
the knowledge of historians and archeologists of pre-
historic Iran is quite scarce and is almost entirely
based on modern discoveries and findings of the last
few decades.

By pre-historic Iran, archeologists mean to the part of
Iranian history from the date of Iran’s oldest archeo-
logical site discovered in morthern Iran and believed
to be 800,000 years old up to the rise of the Elamites
in around 3200BC when Iran becomes historical. The
first part of Iran’s pre-history would cover the Stone
Age, reported Wikibooks.org.

As recent as November 2006,a team of Iranian and
Russian archeologists excavating in northern prov-
inces of Ardebil, Gilan, Mazandaran and Golestan
discovered 50 pre-historic sites, 30 of them in Arde-
bil alone, which contained old Stone Age implements
dating to sometime between 800,000 and a million
years ago. Another set of recent excavations by a joint
Iranian-French team of archeologists revealed Nean-
derthal sites in Iran, 40,000 to 85,000 years old. These
recent discoveries have been made in Kermanshah
province and in Mahabad in Western Azarbaijan as
well as Niasar in Lorestan province where caves in-
habited by pre-historic Neanderthals were found.

New Stone Age

The Neolithic Age is often associated with the growth
of farming and irrigation as the temperature and
rainfall of the time was found to be suitable for ag-
riculture. The Neolithic Age in Iran began in about
8000BC and ended by about 5500BC. It was char-
acterized by the growth of small settlements having
50-100 inhabitants who lived either in houses built
of unbaked brick or tents or brush-shelters. However
excavations are yet to reveal the existence of class dif-
ferences and temples or other special structures.

The Early Neolithic Period (8000-7300BC) preceded
the use of pottery. The tools were mostly made up of
flint, wood or fiber. Figurines of sheep, cattle, dogs,
pigs and people made from clay have been found.
With the introduction of agriculture and expansion
of villages, people started using clay to make pottery.
Bracelets and pendants were often worn by the in-
habitants. Tools for harvesting crops, butchering,
working hides, and other tasks were made from flint,
while grinding stones, mortars, and pestles were made
from limestone. Native pure copper from the central
Iranian plateau was hammered into beads and pins.

The Rise of Mesopotamia

Iran was directly affected by the rise and evolution of
city-states in neighboring Mesopotamia as its south-
western provinces were under the Mesopotamian
sphere of influence. Between 5300BC when the Neo-
lithic Eridu culture originated till 539BC when Cyrus
the Great of Persia put an end to the last of the Meso-
potamian kingdoms, the frontier regions of Khuzestan
and Kurdestan formed a part of the Greater Mesopo-
tamian culture. In about 3200 BC, the Elamites, the
first Iranian people of any significance, established a
kingdom in southwestern Iran and ruled this region,
sometimes as vassals, for over two thousand years.

Uruk

The Samarra Culture first use irrigation in northern
Mesopotamia at 5500BC. There were walls rounded
the villages. The Chalcolithic Ubaid/Obeid or Eridu
culture thrived from 5300 BC to 4000BC and pio-
neered farming and irrigation and the use of copper.
Slowly villages grew into cities and Eridu civilization
extended into Northern Mesopotamia. The Eridu pe-
riod was followed by the Uruk period which extended
from 4000 to 3100 BC. This period saw the rise of one
of the world’s oldest cities from which Mesopotamia’s
modern name Iraq could have originated. There were
big cities in northern Mesopotamia before southern
mesopotamia.

Writing was invented and large temples were built.
These city-states were remarkable for their excel-
lent organization and governance. By 3000 BC, the
government of Uruk had become powerful enough to
subdue other city-states and give rise to the Sumerian
Empire.

Early Sumer Dynasty

The Empire of Sumer began with the Dynasty of Kish
in around 3000BC. At this time there were wide-
spread conflicts between many city-states. One city
conquered another, but soon was overthrown by yet
another city. By 2700 BC, the focus seems to have
shifted from Kish to Uruk. The Uruk and the Ur dy-
nasties ruled from 2700BC to around 2500 BC when
over lordship passed on to Lagash. In 2334 BC, the
last of the Sumerian kings was overthrown by Sargon
I of Akkad.

Akkad

Semitic Akkad established its supremacy over Meso-
potamia and ruled the lands from 2334BC to around
2100BC. One of the early rulers of Akkad, Lugal-
Zage-Si is credited with having established Akkadian
supremacy over the Elamite kingdom based in south-
west Iran. Sargon I, first ruled after the conquest of
Mesopotamia, is regarded as the greatest monarch
of his dynasty. It is possible that he might have ex-
ercised his authority over Iran proper as clay tablets
belonging to his period make reference to copper be-
ing brought from Magan which most scholars believe,
is modern Makran. Sargon’s grandson Naram-Sin is
credited with having led an expedition into Magan
and having taken its monarch captive.

Mittani and the Hittites

Mittani was a feudal kingdom established in north-
ern Mesopotamia (present-day Syria and Turkey) in
the 14th century BC by fierce warriors believed to be
of Aryan descent. This is one of the earliest instances
when one hears of the Indo-European people who
later founded the Persian kingdom.

Mittani power began to decline after the 13th century
BC and they gradually became vassals of the Assyr-
ians.

Like the Mittani, the Hittites were speakers of an In-
do-Aryan language who ruled over Central Anatolia.
They rose to power in the 18th century BC and grad-
ually expanded their dominion over the Levant and
West Asia conquering Syria and clashing with the
Mittani on the borders of Mesopotamia. In 1274BC,
they clashed with Egyptian forces at Kadesh in Syria.
However, after many days the battle came to a dead-

end with neither side able to vanquish the other.

Assyria and Neo-Babylonia

Assyria in northern Mesopotamia seems to have come
into prominence in the first half of the second millen-
nium BC and to have conquered most of Mesopotamia
following the defeat of the Hittites. The Assyrian Em-
pire extended its authority over the Levant and parts
of Iranian Kurdestan by the end of the millennium.
However, frequent rebellions in Egypt taxed its re-
sources and left Assyria badly weakened. When new
peoples, the Persians and the Medes, migrated into
modern Iran, they were able to attack and destroy the
Assyrian civilization. The Assyrians ruled over Mes-
opotamia until 602BC, when Asur-uballit, the last
ruler of Assyrians was defeated by the Babylonians.
The New Babylonians ruled much of Mesopotamia
under kings like Nabopolassar and Nebuchadnezzar
until 539BC when Cyrus conquered Babylon and put
an end to Mesopotamian independence.

Zayandeh-Rud Civilization

In the 5th millennium BC, just as city states were
emerging in neighboring Mesopotamia the Zayendeh
Rud civilization was flourishing along the banks of
the river of the same name in Central Iran. Isfahan,
Bakthiari and the Yazd provinces of modern day Iran
lay at the heart of the Zayendeh-Rud civilization. Is-
fahan is, in many ways, regarded as one of the oldest
cities in the world. Archeological research has also
revealed the remains of an ancient buried city, which
according to local lore, were believed to have been
destroyed by war and famine. The site of Sialk or Sialk
Tappeh in the central Iranian province of Isfahan is
a typical example of Zayendeh-Rud settlement. Sialk
also has the world’s oldest ziggurat, built by the suc-
cessors of the Zayendeh-Rud people, the Elamites in
about 2900BC.

Jiroft Civilization

Recent excavations in the city of Jiroft in the prov-
ince of Kerman in eastern Iran have revealed settle-
ments believed to be around 5000 years old. Findings
include the oldest inscription in the world with char-
acters in Elamite script which predate those found in
Susa by at least 300 years.

These discoveries have led many to believe that the
Jiroft Civilization may predate the Sumerian civiliza-
tion.

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
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Flamenco icon Juan
Martin to perform in Iran

Renowned Spanish flamenco guitarist Juan Mar-
tin will give performances during the 25th Fajr
International Music Festival.

Martin who arrived in Iran on Monday morn-
ing will give performances at Tehran’s National
Grand Hall on February 28. Shiraz will host a
performance by him on February 29.

A virtuoso of the flamenco guitar who has been
voted one of the top three guitarists in the world
by US magazine Guitar Player, Juan Martin is a
native of Andalucia, where he still has a home in
Malaga, as he mentioned on his website.

He has recorded 14 albums, mainly as a com-
poser. Currently, he has four videos distributed

by Warner Brothers which, despite their moral
purity, are always among their best sellers.

His method book “El Arte Flamenco de la Gui-
tarra”, in its seventh print, has opened the com-
plex art of the flamenco guitar to the whole
world and is assiduously studied from Moscow
to Beijing to San Francisco and back to Spain
and has assured his name will be recorded for
posterity.

The Spanish paper El Mundo said of him that he
has a terrifyingly good technique and an abso-
lute dominance of the guitar, filling the concert
hall with crystalline clarity.

Iranian and Kazakh art
academies sigh agreement

Directors of the Zhurgenov Kazakh National
Academy of Arts and the Iranian Academy of
Arts (IAA) signed a memorandum of under-
standing on Monday. Zhurgenov Academy di-
rector Arystan Beik Mohammad and IAA direc-
tor Ali Mo’allem Damghani met here in Tehran
on Monday and discussed bilateral cooperation.

Mo’allem Damghani regarded the visit as a good
step for future friendship and said that for na-
tions to exchange thoughts in today’s world is
not at all unusual. Arystan Beik Mohammad also
expressed his satisfation upon visiting the coun-
try, and said, “Kazakhstan is a newly-established
republic. We recently celebrated our 20th anni-
versary of independence. We are happy that Ka-

zakhstan is now enjoying greater respect in the
world.” He later expressed hopes that the agree-
ment would be the first step in collaboration by
the two countries especially in the area of pro-
tecting cultural and historical sites. “As soon as
we entered your country Iran, we noticed the
keen interest in protecting ancient historical
sites. The individual who respects his past, will
surely have a bright future,” said a Kazakh di-
rector who is visiting Tehran accompanied by a
delegation of university professors and students.
He later handed books on art and painting in
Kazakhstan in addition to a “The Golden Man”
statuette to IAA director and said, “This statu-
ette is the symbol of my country.” IAA secretary
Bahman Namvar-Motlaq also received a Kazakh
musical instrument from Arystan Beik Moham-
mad.

“Iranian Cookbook” whets

Berlinale’s appetite

“Iranian Cookbook” by filmmaker Mohammad Shirvani was
warmly received at the Berlinale’s Culinary Cinema section this
year.

The Berlinale’s Culinary Cinema section unveiled 11 films re-
volving around the relationship between food and love, nature
and the environment. The event ran from February 14 to 19.
Culinary Cinema includes dinner with culinary delights by star
chefs.

The doc was screened on February 16 and afterwards, audiences
were taken to a royal restaurant where a discussion was held
while serving food, Shirvani told the Persian service of MNA.
Shrivani continued, “The German chef who prepared the food
for the night talked about Iranian cuisine and said that he did his
best to prepare the food based on Iranian taste with information
he collected from internet sites, and honestly, he did a good job.
“After dinner was served, a question and answer section was
held with the participation of film critic Anke Leweke. Part of
the discussion centered on the relationship between food and
love and that Iranian women spend long hours in the kitchen
preparing meals, helping to reunite family members,” he added.
“Differences between Iranian and Western women in cooking
and that Iranian women have preserved old cooking traditions
were also discussed. Besides that, pointing to the fact that the
world is moving toward modernism, people are becoming lone-
lier and eat their sandwiches in their loneliness,” he explained.
“The session was followed by discussion of fast food and that
foods produced by McDonald’s chain restaurants might give in-
stant pleasure to the customers, but are still the product of a
machine rather than a human being.

“I must admit that ‘Tranian Cookbook’ is an appreciation of Ira-
nian women. I did not intend to make a feministic movie but I
think it was necessary to concentrate on cooking and its related
issues at least once. The kitchen is place where my mother spent
over 30 years and I never really noticed its details.

“I selected and filmed the women, mostly from my relatives,
from a mid-class family in Tehran. But I am sure anybody who
watches this would find someone around the house or a relative
similar to the female characters in the movie.

“Time is considered a major character in this movie. I also tried
to lampoon TV cooking programs in which the characters are
ignored and food is what is focus on, while in my film, I centered
on the individuals and the family relationship,” he stated.

He later mentioned that the documentary might be screened in
Donya-ye Tasvir Cinematic and TV Films Celebration at the Mi-
lad Tower on March 5.

Shirvani is an old hand at making politically themed films. He
previously directed “President Mir Qanbar”, a documentary on
Mir Qanbar Heidari, a 75-year-old retired civil servant from a
remote part of Iran’s Azerbaijan region, who ran for the presi-
dency of the Islamic Republic.

His “444 Days” is also a documentary focusing on U.S. diplomats
John W. Limbert and Lowell Bruce Laingen who were detained
at the embassy, dubbed the “Den of Spies” by Imam Khomeini.
Photo: A scene of “Iranian Cookbook” directed by Mohammad
Shirvani
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Iranian cartoonist wins first
prize at Italian festival

Iranian cartoonist Mohammad Kargar took
first prize at the 2010 edition of Italy’s In-
ternational Festival of Graphic Humor.
The 12th Festival Internazionale di Humor
Grafico with the central theme of “With-
out H20 there’s nothing to laugh about”
selected seven winners this year.

The festival jury composed by Francesco

Tullio Altan, Sergio Staino, Massimo Buc-
chi, Mauro Talarico, Marco De Angelis,
Lucio Trojano and Julio Lubetkin chose
the winners.

Kargar took the first prize of “Humor-
ist Cause” with a silver plate. The second
prize went to Paolo del Vaglio from Italy,
and the third Prize went to Ba Bilig, from
China.

Young Sik Oh from South Korea took the
4th prize. The 5th prize went to Mehmet
Kahrman (Turkey), the 6th to Raed Khalil
(Syria) and Osvaldo Da Silva Costa from
Brazil and Dorux Axinte from Romania
shared the 7th prize.

Mahmud Nazari, Reza Mokhtar Jozani,
Amir Amini, Maryam Rahimipur, Leyla
Pirmohammadi, Mahmud Azadnia, and
Elham Irannejad were among other Ira-
nian participants at the competition.

Photo: This work created by Iranian
cartoonist Mohammad Kargar won the
top prize at the International Festival of
Graphic Humor in Italy.

Moradi Kermani’s "“Cush-
ion” hits Iranian bookstores

The latest novella by Iranian
author Hushang Moradi Ker-
mani entitled “Cushion” was
released recently by the Moin
Publications.

The comic novella is about
clever citizens of an imaginary
town who try to rebuild a
clock which belongs to a time
dating back 100 years.

In the book’s preface, Ker-
mani described the book as a
soft gift just like a pillow for
the head of intelligent people
in our society.

H o sl i

His “The Big Clay Jar”, which has been
translated into Italian, French, Spanish,
English and other languages, was recently
published in Taiwan by Yuan-Liou Pub-
lishing Co.

Moradi Kermani’s stories
“The Stories of Majid,”
“Sweet Jam” and “Like
the Full Moon” were
translated into Turkish
by Nezahat Basci.

Moradi Kermani (born
September 7, 1944) is an
eminent writer of books
primarily for children
and teenagers. However,
his works also appeal to
adults.

War novel draws

translator to Iran
|

U.S. translator Paul Sprachman
will travel to Iran once again in
May in order to visit the narra-
tor of “Da”, a Persian novel on the
1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war.
Sprachman, who has been invited
by the Center for Creation of Lit-
erary Works of the Art Bureau,
is also scheduled to report on the
progress he has made in translation
of the novel so far during his two-
week sojourn in Tehran.

He is currently translating the nov-
el into English.

Written by Seyyedeh Azam Hos-
seini, “Da” was published in 2008
and soon became an Iranian best-
seller.

The novel contains recollections
by Seyyedeh Zahra Hosseini of the
time when the Iraqi army captured
Khorramshahr in the early days of
the Iran-Iraq war, which is known
as the Sacred Defense in Iran.

U.S.

Sprachman has previously trans-
lated Ahmad Dehgan’s “Bearing
270 Degrees,” and Habib Ahmad-
zadeh’s “Chess with the Resurrec-
tion Machine”, two other Persian
novels in the Sacred Defense genre.

Sprachman can read and write
Persian, Arabic, German, Hindu-
Urdu, French, and Latin. He is also
somewhat familiar with Chinese,
Russian, and Hebrew.

Mohammad-Ali Jamalzadeh’s
“What’s Sauce for the Goose” and
“Once Upon a Time”, Ebrahim
Golestan’s “Esmat’s Journey”, and
Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s “Plagued by the
West” are the some of the other
Persian books he has previously
rendered into English
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Ancient arches
destroyed in
southwestern Iran

Excavating machines recently demol-
ished two ancient arches at the Mash

Mardasi ancient site in the southwest-
ern Iranian province of Khuzestan.

Working on an irrigation project of to
the Agricultural Jihad Ministry, the
machines stumbled on the structures,
the Persian service of the Mehr News
Agency (MNA) reported on Monday.

The arches are believed to date back
to an era before the advent of Islam
in Iran.

The report was previously denied by
an anonymous official of the Khuz-
estan Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Department (KCHTHD).
A KCHTHD representative visited
Mash Mardasi who confirmed that
the project was safe for the site, the
official said.

However, MNA published a number
of photos depicting the mud bricks
of the structure scattered around the
excavation for the irrigation project.

The Mash Mardasi site comprises sev-
eral structures and a mound on which
the ruins of a Qajar era fortress re-
main.

Artifacts, including glazed pottery
bearing zigzag shaped patterns have
previously been discovered at the site.
Photo: Mud bricks of one of the an-
cient arches, which have been de-
stroyed by excavating machines
working on an irrigation project at
the Mash Mardasi ancient site in
Iran’s Khuzestan Province, are seen
in the photo. (Photo by Mehr)
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Iran arrests terrorist ringleader

Abdolmalek Rigi

Iranian security forces have arrested
Jundullah terrorist group leader Ab-
dolmalek Rigi, the Intelligence Minis-
try announced on Tuesday.
Intelligence Minister Heidar Mos-
lehi said the Iranian security forces
captured the terrorist group leader in
Iran’s airspace.

“Through a precise and splendid
maneuver and intelligence manage-
ment,” the security forces “were able to
capture this evil person in the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s sky,” Moslehi told a
press conference.

Intelligence sources told the Mehr
News Agency that Rigi was detained
on board a flight from the United Arab
Emirates to Kyrgyzstan. The plane
landed at Bandar Abbas Airport, where
Rigi and his aide were arrested, the
sources added. Later, the plane was
allowed to continue its flight to Kyr-
gyzstan.

“Following proper coordination be-
tween the Iranian Intelligence Minis-
try and the country’s aviation authori-
ties, the plane was forced to land when
it entered Iran’s airspace,” an informed
source, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, told the national televi-
sion network Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting.

The source said Rigi had intended to
travel to Kyrgyzstan from the UAE on
board the plane using a false name and
identification documents.

Earlier on Tuesday, Interior Minister
Mostafa Mohammad Najjar said Rigi
was captured outside the country and
brought to Iran.

“This evil person, who took orders
from intelligence agents of foreign
countries, was captured... outside the
country,” the interior minister told
reporters in Birjand, a town in eastern
Iran.

Najjar added, “Abdolmalek Rigi in-
tended to travel from one place to an-
other place to plan a new evil act,” but
was captured by Iranian security and
intelligence forces.

The Jundullah terrorist group, also
known as the Rigi group, has conduct-
ed a series of deadly terrorist acts in
eastern Iran.

The group, led by Abdolmalek Rigi,
claimed responsibility for an attack
that killed over 40 people, including
five senior commanders of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps, in the south-
eastern province of Sistan-Baluchestan
on October 18.

Jundullah terrorists regularly cross into
Iran from their hideouts in neighbor-
ing Pakistan to attack civilians and po-
lice officers.

The intelligence minister called the
capture of the Jundullah leader a “great
success and great victory” for the Ira-
nian nation.

Moslehi showed documents to report-
ers, including a photo showing Rigi
was at a U.S. military base in Afghani-
stan 24 hours before he was captured.
He also showed reporters a pass card al-
lowing Rigi to enter Pakistan and also
an Afghan passport provided to him by
U.S. operatives.

The intelligence minister also showed
them a passport issued by the UAE for
the accomplice accompanying Rigi.

Moslehi said Iran had asked the intelli-
gence services of Britain, the U.S., and
certain other countries to cooperate
with Iran in efforts to capture the ter-
rorist, but they refused.

“The capture of Rigi without the help
of foreign intelligence services dem-
onstrated the power of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran,” he added.

Syria, Iran vow to
strengthen ties to face

common threat

DAMASCUS, Feb. 25 (Xinhua) -- The
leaders of Syria and Iran on Thursday
vowed to strengthen bilateral relations
and face common threats from Israel.

Starting his visit to Damascus on Thurs-
day morning, Iran’s President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad held talks with his Syrian
counterpart on the bilateral relations and
latest developments in the Arab and in-
ternational arenas.

Local analysts believed that Iranian presi-
dent’s visit is aimed to strengthen the bi-
lateral relations, since Syria has been the
closest ally of Iran in the Arab world.

At the joint press conference, both presi-
dents confirmed that the bilateral rela-
tions are “deep, developed, wide and
permanent,” and it is important for the
two countries to be together and support
resistance against their shared enemy.

“We have no choice other than being to-
gether through enhancing communica-
tion, strengthening relations and expand-
ing the network of interests between our
countries; this is the only way if we actu-
ally and practically want to make inde-
pendent decisions,” Assad told reporters.

Assad said Syria is ready for any Israeli
aggression at any time and under any pre-
text. “Israel’s statements do not mean that
it will launch an aggression, nor does the
absence of statements mean that Israel
will not,” he said.

The Iranian president warned Israel not

to repeat past mistakes, adding that this
will lead to its inevitable end because
people of the region will stand up against
it.

“Our enemies are united, so we must be
united too. Israel is a threat to all, and if it
repeats its past mistakes, we will face and
destroy it,” he said.

When asked to comment on U.S. Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton’s recent
warning to Syria not to have relations
with Iran, the two presidents laughed it
off, saying it’s a matter between the two
countries as how to develop their rela-
tions.

“We hope others will not give us lessons
when it comes to our region and history.
We can decide how things will proceed
and we know what are our interests and
we thank them for their advice,” Assad
said.

In her testimony to the U.S. lawmakers
on Wednesday, Clinton said Washington
remains concerned by suspected Syrian
support for militant groups in Iraq and
elsewhere, interference in Lebanon and
Syria’s close relationship with Iran.

Meanwhile on Thursday, the two coun-
tries also signed an agreement on cance-
ling entry visas for holders of diplomatic,
private, service and ordinary passports,
and the two presidents said the agree-
ment will result in more communication
between people from both Syria and Iran.

Source: Xinhua
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We are a group of interested individual
Iranian who would like to inform and
educate the Iranian community about
life and living in the United Kingdom in
order to help integration into their new
country of residence through culture, art,
entertainment, articles and personal sto-
ries.

The purpose of our weekly publication is
to promote the Iranian culture by expos-
ing the readers to rich traditions in Per-
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Iran wants to discuss Japan
offer to enrich uranium

Iran wants to discuss Japan offer to
enrich uranium

Iran will study a Japanese offer to
enrich uranium for Tehran to allow
it access to nuclear power for peace-
ful purposes, Iran’s parliamentary
speaker Ali Larijani said Thursday
in Tokyo.

A Japanese nuclear energy expert
meanwhile told AFP he doubted
Japan now has the technical capac-
ity to follow through on such a pro-
posal.

The offer was made, with US back-
ing, in December during a Tokyo
visit by Iran’s top nuclear negotia-
tor Saeed Jalili, the Nikkei business
daily has reported, although Japan’s
government has not yet confirmed
the plan.

“We need to study this proposal by
Japan,” Larijani said in a speech, a
day after he met Prime Minister
Yukio Hatoyama and Foreign Min-
ister Katsuya Okada.

World powers suspect Iran is en-
riching uranium to make nuclear
weapons under cover of its civil-
ian energy programme, but Larijani
reiterated Tehran’s stance that the
fuel is for a research reactor making
medicines.

Japan, the only country to have
been attacked with atomic bombs,
has long been a strong proponent
of nuclear non-proliferation efforts,
while it also has good ties with Iran,
one of its main energy suppliers.

Hatoyama urged Larijani on
Wednesday to prove to the world

that its nuclear project is for peace-
ful purposes and not to make weap-
ons.

Teheran should implement UN Se-
curity Council resolutions and fully
cooperate with the International
Atomic Energy Agency “to remove
all the doubts about Iran’s nuclear
development”, Hatoyama told Lari-
jani.

Iran has so far failed to take up
an IAEA offer under which Rus-
sia would enrich its uranium and
France would process it. Tehran this
month said it had begun enriching
uranium itself to a higher level.

Larijani was on Saturday due to visit
the western Japanese city of Nagasa-
ki, which was hit with an American
atomic bomb at the end of World
War II, three days after a US nuclear
attack devastated Hiroshima.

Hatoyama said he hoped Larijani
would see the “horror” wrought by
nuclear weapons in Nagasaki. The
premier added that Japan regards
Iran as “an important country” and
wishes to further enhance bilateral
relations.

Larijani, in his speech, commented
on US President Barack Obama’s
stated goal of working toward a nu-
clear-free world.

“I do want him to start pursuing the
goal,” he said. “The United States
have tens of thousands of nuclear
warheads. The issue has to be re-
solved as the existence of nuclear
weapons poses a grave threat to the
earth.”

A Japanese nuclear energy expert
cast doubt on whether Japan would
have the capacity to follow through
on its reported offer to Iran.

“The current capacity is getting
short even for enriching uranium
for Japan,” said Nobuaki Arima, a
uranium enrichment expert with
the agency for natural resources and
energy. “It would be difficult for
Japan to accept a foreign country’s
demand for enrichment, at least for

»

now.

(Source : AFP)

United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly Rec-

ognizes 21 March as
International Day of
Nowruz

The General Assembly this afternoon
recognized the International Day of
Nowruz, a spring festival of Persian
origin, and moved back the dates of the
next high-level dialogue on Financing
for Development, as it continued its
sixty-fourth session.

According to the preamble of the
resolution on the International Day
(document A/64/1.30/Rev.2), Nowruz,
which means new day, is celebrated on
21 March, the day of the vernal equi-
nox, by more than 300 million people
worldwide as the beginning of the new
year. It has been celebrated for over
3,000 years in the Balkans, the Black
Sea Basin, the Caucasus, Central Asia,
the Middle East and other regions.

The Assembly called on Member States
that celebrate the festival to study its
history and traditions with a view to
disseminating that knowledge among
the international community and or-
ganizing annual = commemoration
events.

Welcoming the inclusion of Nowruz
into the Representative List of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage of Human-
ity by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) on 30 September 2009, the
text notes the festival’s “affirmation of
life in harmony with nature, the aware-
ness of the inseparable link between
constructive labour and natural cycles
of renewal and the solicitous and re-
spectful attitude towards natural sourc-
es of life”.

The text was introduced by Azerbai-
jan’s representative, who said that, as
a holiday celebrated in many parts of
the world with themes important to
all humanity, Nowruz encouraged in-
tercultural dialogue and understand-
ing. Speaking after the Assembly took
action on the draft, the representative
of Iran marked its adoption by quot-
ing lines of the Persian poet Jalalud-
din Rumi that expressed the holiday’s
theme of rebirth “on our planet and in
our souls”.
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Norooz Recognized

The General Assembly this af-
ternoon recognized the Interna-
tional Day of Nowruz, a spring
festival of Persian origin, and
moved back the dates of the next
high-level dialogue on Financing
for Development, as it continued
its sixty-fourth session.

According to the preamble of the
resolution on the International
Day (document A/64/L.30/Rev.2),
Nowruz, which means new day,
is celebrated on 21 March, the day
of the vernal equinox, by more
than 300 million people world-
wide as the beginning of the new
year. It has been celebrated for
over 3,000 years in the Balkans,

the Black Sea Basin, the Caucasus,
Central Asia, the Middle East and
other regions.

The Assembly called on Member
States that celebrate the festival
to study its history and traditions
with a view to disseminating that
knowledge among the interna-
tional community and organizing
annual commemoration events.

Welcoming the
Nowruz into the Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity by the
United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Page
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Flamenco icon Juan
Martin to perform in Iran

Renowned Spanish flamenco
guitarist Juan Martin will give
performances during the 25th
Fajr International Music Festi-
val.

Martin who arrived in Iran on
Monday morning will give per-
formances at Tehran’s National
Grand Hall on February 28.
Shiraz will host a performance
by him on February 29.

A virtuoso of the flamenco guitar
who has been voted one of the
top three guitarists in the world

by US magazine Guitar Player,
Juan Martin is a native of Anda-
lucia, where he still has a home
in Malaga, as he mentioned on
his website.

He has recorded 14 albums,
mainly as a composer. Currently,
he has four videos distributed by
Warner Brothers which, despite
their moral purity, are always
among their best sellers.

His method book “El Arte Fla-
menco de la Guitarra”, in its sev-
enth print, has opened Page 7

by UN Calendar

Iran arrests terrorist ringleader
Abdolmalek Rigi

Iranian security forces have arrested Jun-
dullah terrorist group leader Abdolmalek
Rigi, the Intelligence Ministry announced
on Tuesday.

Intelligence Minister Heidar Moslehi said

the Iranian security forces captured the ter-

rorist group leader in Iran’s airspace.

“Through a precise and splendid maneuver

and intelligence management,” the security ' 4
forces “were able to capture this evil...
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