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CELEBRATING
NoRrouz 1389

- The Laila Salehzehi Charitable
- Foundation (LSCF) cordially invites
you to our Norouz 1389 Party

19 March 2010

Ragant Banqueﬂn_g_ Suite
331 Regents Park Road
London, N3 1DP
7:30 pm till Late

Join us for a night of fun and
t:eﬁehm{iun of the Iranian New Year-an
ortan, oppor .'ﬂﬂﬂrﬂﬂiﬂfﬂﬁi‘ﬂﬂ
> abolil'our stake in a project to
06l in a rural area of lran.

' 1ip opportunities are
avaﬁabla Piea-se contact us for further
information if you are interested

‘Sponsored by Shiraz Travel &
Audio Visual Exclusive

Registered Charity No. 1125457

b wwwiscfoundation.com | |
H B O P s e LR e
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R&A REMOVALS

Singel Items To A Full House
careful loading. local&distance

friendly&reliabel

professional service guaranteed

A/ |

For free quote call Raz:
07939946093- 07832975070
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Asian youth Boxing
Championship to
commence in Tehran

The 19th Asian Youth Boxing Champi-
onship will start in Tehran’s Shahid Shi-
roudi Complex today.

The event will bring together a total of
140 boxers from 20 countries in Iran’s
capital. “The competitions will be held
in the highest level and top Asian boxers
will compete in the prestigious event,”
Ahmad Nateq-Nouri, head of the Iranian
Boxing Federation, said in a news confer-
ence ahead of the competitions.

“Iran has a difficult job to get medals in
the tournament because our rivals have
come here to go to the podium, but we
will do our best to take hold of the med-
als,” he added. The winners of the cham-
pionship will qualify to compete in the
World Championships which will be
held in Azerbaijan in April this year
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Iran likely to play Turkey and Egypt

WA N
come to Tehran to play
friendlies, he added.

Iran national team will have contacted Turkey,

Iran to play Thai-
land in Asian Cup
qualifier

Already-qualified Iran is to play Thailand
in the 2011 Asian Cup qualifier at the Azadi
Stadium in Tehran on Wednesday.

Iran has played with Thailand 11 times
since 1972, of which Iran has won eight
matches and three have ended in a draw.
The Persians have scored 26 goals with
their biggest win coming in 1984 when
they hit five goals.

Thailand’s best result against Iran is the 1-1
draw during the AFC Asian Cup 2000 in
Lebanon.

Iran qualified for the AFC Asian Cup 2011
finals with 10 points from five matches in
Group E; however, the remaining berth is
still up for grabs.

Thailand and Singapore both have six
points and bottom team Jordan has five
points and they all stand a chance to jump
up to second place

probably play Turkey,
Egypt and Chile in prepa-
ration for the 2011 Asian
Cup, said the team coach.

Speaking at a news con-
ference ahead of match
against Thailand in the
2011 Asian Cup qualifier,
Afshin Ghotbi said, “We

Egypt and Chile football
associations to play against
their teams in warm-up
matches. Also, we are go-
ing to hold a two-week
training camp in Europe
after the 2010 World Cup.”
Iran also intends to invite
Japan and South Korea to

Ghotbi praised Ali Karimi
for returning to the nation-
al team and said, “I am so
happy because of Karimi’s
comeback. He loves the
Iranian people and has lots
of experience,”

Iran is scheduled to play
Thailand on Wednesday.
Ghotbi said, “Iran will play
Thailand with a combina-
tion of young and experi-
enced players. We are go-
ing to build a strong team
for the Asian Cup.”

Iran wins 22 medals in Singapore

Diving Invitational

Iran bagged a total of 22 medals in the 1st
Singapore Diving Invitational held at the
Toa Payoh swimming complex. The two-
day event brought together a total of 36
divers from four countries, namely Singa-
pore (host), Iran, Malaysia and Hong Kong.
Iranian divers won 10 gold medals, eight sil-
vers and four bronzes. The team will return
to Iran on Tuesday

Teymourian intends to stay in Europe I am back for the

people, Karimisays

Iran’s Fulham midfielder Andranik Teymourian wants to continue his
career in Europe after his current contract with the Premier League
team expires.

Teymourian has not been in the starting lineup for a long time and
intends to leave Fulham in the summer.

“I wanted to join another team in the winter break but I didn’t receive

Ali karimi said on Friday that he will come back
to Iran national football team just on account of
the people.

Iran coach Afshin Ghotbi invited Ali Karimi to
the national team on Thursday while the Wizard
of Tehran has not played for the team since June
2009.

“I'had bid farewell to the national team to help the
Iranian football officials build a new young team.
On the other hand, being invited to the national
team is a great honor for any player. Therefore, I
am obliged to play for my people and my country,”
Karimi stated in his personal website.

a good offer. I am determined to stay in Europe and I don’t want to
return to Iran,” Teymourian was quoted as saying by Iranfootball.ir.
“Gaffer Roy Hodgson prefers to use the other players in Fulham and I
cannot stay at Craven Cottage. I am sure I am going to have bright days
in Europe football,” the 27-year-old added.

Iran will play Thailand on March 3 in the 2011 Asian Cup qualifier in
Tehran.

Iran is scheduled to play Thailand on March 3 in
the 2011 Asian Cup qualifier in Tehran

“We have already qualified for the 2011 Asian Cup and will play Thai-
land without any pressure. I believe that Iran is even able to claim the
title of the 2011 Asian Cup championship,” Teymourian said
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Ramsar Prime Northern

Attraction

A trip to northern Iran from the capital Tehran
typically goes along the mountainous Karaj-Chalous
Road, for it is the shortest road to the north. The

painters.
Although most of the antiques have been reportedly
stolen over the years, the few remaining articles, the

journey to Chalous--some 200 km (125 miles) north-
west of Tehran--takes about 4 hours.

If you were to drive westward taking the “seaside
road” from Chalous, the Alborz Range undeniably
closes down on Caspian Sea after about 30 minutes
and you know that you are reaching Ramsar.

Of course you could alternatively purchase a ticket
and enjoy a 30-minute flight from Tehran to Ramsar,
but then you’d be missing out on a lot of fun.

Bride of Iranian Cities

Ramsar is the westernmost city of the Mazandaran
province--one of the three northern provinces of
Iran--and one of the most famous tourist attractions
in Iran’s northern Green Strip.

The magnificent scenery, coupled with ancient ru-
ins and a museum, has turned Ramsar--dubbed “the
bride of Iranian cities”--into one of the busiest places
during the holiday season. This season starts from
the onset of Norouz (Iranian New Year) and spring,
which starts from March 21.

Ramsar has a number of reputed restaurants that
serve northern Iranian cuisine, which includes a va-
riety of seafood and local dishes.

Among the places to visit, or maybe to stay at, is a
75-year-old hotel situated at the foot of the moun-
tain. Hotel Ramsar, built in 1934, is a palace with 25
rooms and five royal suites.

Your appearance does matter when seeking a suite at
the old hotel, because if you have an unseemly look
you will be politely asked to find another place.
After finding accommodation, you might want to
visit the Caspian Museum, known by locals as Tama-
shagahe Khazar, which is located next to the hotel.
The museum, which was a palace used by Iran’s
former monarchs Reza and Mohammad Reza Pahl-
avi, houses works by famous Iranian sculptors and

molding, the furniture, the carpets and the wall car-
pets are certainly worth your time.

Sightseeing Spots

If you take a side road on the mountainous southeast
of the city and keep driving for about 20 minutes,
you will arrive in a village called Javaher Deh--the
Jewel Village.

With a famous waterfall at the uppermost part of the
village, the ever-foggy Javaher Deh is a summer re-
sort, with mountains on three sides and a valley on
the other.

The village, situated at an altitude of 2,000 meters
(6,500 feet) above sea-level, has a spectacular land-
scape.

The Swan Lake, the Fazl and Fazel shrine, Stone Cra-
dle Mountain and Stone Lion Mountain, along with
numerous natural springs, are among Javaher Deh’s
tourist attractions.

The most historically important site in the village,
however, is Adineh Mosque or Friday Mosque built
with wood and clay about 700 years ago.

Ramsar’s cable car system is the only one of its kind
in the Middle East to connect the beach to the moun-
tain forest. With 40 cars in service, the 2-kilometer

(1.2-mile) system is dubbed the biggest in Iran.
Gor-Gor-Luka, Yaghi-Luka, Bam Bamé and Shab-
paré Chal are among ancient caves situated in the
heights surrounding Ramsar.

Gor-Gor-Luka-- in local dialect Luka is used to re-
fer to holes--is a hard-to-reach cave on the Illmilli
Mountain.

The rocky cave is believed to have sheltered nu-
merous mountaineers who would climb the Alborz
Range from Ramsar.

Yaghi-Luka has a 3-meter-wide (10-meter-wide)

entrance with a 95-degree steep--hence the name
Yaghi which means ‘menace’.

Shabpare Chal, meaning the moth dungeon, is
known for the bats it hosts.

The most famous of the four, however, is Bam Bame
Cave, which is situated on Band Mountain and cov-
ered with old trees. The ‘terrifying’ cave has a trian-
gular entrance and is 40 meters (130 feet) deep.
Rumor has it that in the distant past, the cave was
used by bandits to hide their treasures, antiques and
other stolen valuables.

There are a number of natural hot springs and hot
spring spas in downtown Ramsar and on the south-
ern heights of the city--perfect places to relax after a
hard day of hiking or climbing.

Beaches

The most exhilarating thing about Ramsar is its
beaches of course. Ramsar which means “the tamed
place” was previously known as Sakhtsar--the diffi-
cult place--because of its raging sea and the waves of
up to three meters (10 feet).

In order to ‘tame’ the beaches, huge rocks were de-
livered to some beaches to be used as wave breakers.
Nowadays, Ramsar has a combination of rocky and
sandy beaches.

You will find traditional Iranian ‘teahouses’ on plac-
es where the waves literally break under you. Apart
from tea and traditional local dishes, the ‘teahouses’
serve hookah--the traditional Iranian water pipe,
which now comes in different fruit flavors apart
from the original tobacco flavor.

If you enjoy an all-nighter every now and then, you
may stay at the teahouses until 2-3 a.m. and enjoy
the company of locals, who will tell you stories of joy
and pain, and of the implications of living in their
part of the world.

You can also set up a tent and light a fire on the
shore, where you can enjoy the thrill of the moon
that rises from the sea and turns it into a bed of thou-
sands of sparkling particles--which fade to light blue
as the sun rises.
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Juan Martin plays in honor of
Tehrani citizens

Renowned Spanish flamenco guitarist Juan

Martin honored Tehrani citizens with a com-
position he composed especially for them.

Martin gave his first performance scheduled for
the 25th Fajr International Music Festival here
at Tehran’s National Grand Hall on Saturday
evening.

Among his selections, the Spanish guitarist
played a piece he had composed for the people
of Tehran, “when I came to Iran five years ago,
I gave a performance at the Niavaran Palace
and was highly impressed by the people of Te-
hran. It was so interesting for me that I decided
to compose a piece of music for them.”

It was around 9pm when Martin appeared on
stage and began to play one of his flamenco
pieces. Before he began to play, he gave some
details about the piece in English, but there was
no one to translate his words into Persian for
the participants.

He continued with several more selections all
of which were warmly received by the audi-
ence.

Juan Martin was later asked to sing a song and
play guitar but he declined, saying that his
voice is not good for a solo performance, but
then he performed and sang one piece.

Tehrani citizens were expected to flock to Te-
hran’s National Grand Hall to watch their fa-
vorite guitarist’s performance after his first ap-
pearance here five years ago, but the balconies
on the second floor were mostly empty.

The high ticket price (300,000 rials about $30)
could be the main reason, while the organizers
aimed to provide facilities for everyone, espe-
cially for students and families.

Deputy Culture Minister for Artistic Affairs
Mohammad-Hossein Imani-Khoshkhu, and
head of the Iranian Music Association Babak
Rezaii were in the audience.

The Fajr International Music Festival was inau-
gurated in Tehran, Kerman and Shiraz concur-
rently on Friday and will run until March 4.

Juan Martin’s next performance will be in
Shiraz on March 10.

Photo: Spanish flamenco guitarist Juan Martin
performs concert at the National Grand Hall in
Tehran on February 26, 2010 during the 25th
Fajr International Music Festival. (ISNA/Amir
Purmand)

Amsterdam to

host Best of Iran
Film Festival

Several Iranian films will go on screen during the
one-day Best of Iran Film Festival in Amsterdam,
the Netherlands.

The festival has different sections including Short
films of the Short Film Society, Best Shorts and a
special section dedicated to the Iranian Cineaste
Kamran Shirdel.

Renowned Iranian director Mehrdad Oskuii is

the event’s guest of honor and will present three
films created by his students at the Short Films
section of the festival.

“Bread, Fire and the Old man” by Shahruz Tava-
kol, “Mobile in Tehran” by Logman Khaledi and
“Mission Impossible” by Abbas Amini will go on
screen at this section.

The first documentary made in Iran under the
title of “Golestan” (1900-1902) will also go on
screen during the event. Created by Mirza Ebra-
him Khan Akkasbashi, the film features the Qajar
king Mozaffaredin Shah (1853-1907) in his pal-
ace.

A number of Iranian short films will compete at
the festival and last edition short film winners
“Cut” by Parisa Aminelahi and “Countdown” by
Khatereh Hanachi will go on screen during the
event.

Farzad Motamen’s acclaimed film “The voices”,
“The Newcomers” by Kianush Ayyari and “No
one knows about Persian cats” by Bahman Qoba-
di will also go on screen at the festival.

The gala will pay tribute to one of the found-
ers of modern Iranian cinema, Kamran Shirdel
(1939). His short documentaries “Women’s Pris-
on”, “Women’s Quarter”, “Tehran is Iran’s Capi-
tal” and “The Night it Rained” will screen at the

event.

Tehran shows are
beginning of a relation-

ship: Japanese musician

Japanese musician Yasukazu Kano said that their Tehran per-
formances are a beginning and an opening up for further friend-
ship.

“We are talking through our musical instruments and we are
here to make friends,” he told the Tehran Times on Monday.
Kano, accompanied by Haruhiko Saga and Ryutaro Kaneko, is
performing Beat and Wind song from Japanasia in Tehran’s Uni-
versity of Art on Monday and Tuesday.

Sponsored by the Japan Foundation, the band began touring six
Middle Eastern and African countries to echo the sound of tra-
ditional Japanese music. “We have previously organized similar
performances in Europe and now, we think it is time to expose
these regions to Japanese culture as well,” the Japan Foundation
official Koji Sato added.

He went on to say that there is a need to come to these countries
and they have received urgent requests from local institutions
and embassies to perform there.

However, Kano said that they are here in Tehran to make friend
with the Iranian people and have found commonalities with
people here. This is the first time they have traveled to Iran and
find the country totally different from what they have heard
about it in the Japanese media.

“It is the country of Persia with very familiar traditions for Japa-
nese and Japan is affected by their culture very much,” Kano
mentioned.

Since he believes that music makes people alive, Kaneko said
that the younger generation in Iran has a strong need of music.
On the website, they announced two days of performances at
the University of Art’s Farabi Hall, which accommodates limit-
ed audiences. However, “musical exchange” is a part of the Japan
Foundation. Kano said that they are in Iran to meet musicians
here and to find affinities between the two countries’ traditional
music. “We will be welcoming Iranian music in Japan later on
and I consider these performances the beginning of a relation-
ship,” he said. The band will have a workshop for enthusiasts
on Wednesday in which they will introduce Japanese musical
instruments, hold a live Persian music concert and the co-per-
formance of an Iranian and a Japanese ensemble at Farabi Hall.
“I express myself through music, so that I believe the essence
of music is the same all over the world; that it originates from
people’s hearts,” he said.

“Music has the power to make people love each other,” Kano
said. In the end, Saga said that he wished that more people had
the chance to come to the concert.

The concert performances were built up with the rhythm of
Ryutaro Kaneko’s Wadaiko (Japanese drums), the melodies of
Yasukazu Kano’s Japanese bamboo flutes (Shinobue, Nohkan),
and were enriched by Haruhiko Saga’s Morin Khuur (Mongo-
lian Horse-head Fiddle) and Tovshuur.

Their brilliant performances drew the audience’s emotions,
making them feel as if the Japanese band were speaking person-
ally to them through their musical instruments.

stories on a character “Star” on

Iranian children’s books to different themes out of which

be published in Korean

Four children’s books by the
Iranian author Mohammad-
reza Yusefi will be published
in South Korea in the near fu-
ture. Released by the Shabaviz
Publications, the books were
translated into Korean by
Morteza Soltanpur.

His “Me, Moon and the Star”,
“Like Thousand Stars”, “The
Star and the Fish” and “The
Goat and The Palm Tree”
were recently translated into
Korean.

Yusefi has written about 20

three have been translated
into Korean.

His “The Goat and The Palm
Tree” is based on Iranian folk
tales that Yusefi has revised.
His “The Little Star” was re-
cently chosen as one of the
texts to be included in the lit-
erature curriculum for prima-
ry school fifth grade students
by the Armenian Ministry of
Education and Science.

The story, translated into Ar-
menian by Georg Asaturian, is
about a lonely star in the sky
that searches for a friend.
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Tribute paid to leading stage
director Samandarian at IAF

Iranian filmmaker
Jafar Panahi detained

A special ceremony in honor of leading
stage director Hamid Samandarian was held
at the Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) here on
Saturday.

Tehran mayor Mohammad-Baqer Qali-
baf along with a group of actors and artists
among whom were Iraj Rad, Roya Teimu-
rian, Ezzatollah Entezami, Hamed Behdad,
Behzad Farahani and Davud Rashidi attend-
ed the event.

Samandarian, born in 1921 in Tehran, is a
graduate of dramatic arts from Hamburg.

Qalibaf was delighted to open the ceremony
in which he announced that Iranshahr Hall
No.2 was named after Samandarian where
a full-length statue of the master now is
standing at its entrance.

He also promised that the municipality
would be giving support and help to Saman-
darian to stage a single play.

An exhibition of graphic designs and car-
toons featuring Samandarian created by
masters of graphic art Qobad Shiva, Ebra-
him Haqiqi, late Morteza Momayyez and
several others was inaugurated at the Iran-
shahr hall of the forum.

Actor Reza Kianian was the host on stage
and said that the ceremony has been ar-
ranged by the master’s students and fans.

Afterwards, the statue of the master cre-
ated by Hamid Kangarani was unveiled in
the presence of Samandarian and his wife
actress Homa Rusta.

Samandarian expressed his delight and said,
“This ceremony came as a complete sur-
prise. I can see masters in this ceremony
who deserve to be honored before me.”

He then talked about his German instruc-
tor Edward Max and the interest in theater
he helped grow inside him. He also referred
to his Iranian master Abdolhossein Nushin
and said, “Nushin’s theater was thought-
provocative. He guided me to become a the-
atrical person and make use of thought in
my work.

“Master Ebrahim Golestan was also a great
scholar, a linguist, and a translator and I
learned translation from him. He thought
me how an individual can translate a novel
and a play,” he explained.

The ceremony continued with a short
speech his wife Rusta gave about her hus-

band and his great endeavors in promoting
theater in the country.

The book “This Is the Stage of My Life”
written by Afsaneh Mahian featuring works
and thoughts of the master was also intro-
duced at the ceremony.

The ceremony was brought to an end by a
live music performance by Saeid Zehni, a
student of Samandarian.

Photo: Hamid Samandarian (R) poses for a
photograph with his wax figure, which was
unveiled during a ceremony held on Febru-
ary 28, 2010 at the Iranian Artists Forum to
pay tribute to the Iranian stage teacher and
director. (Mehr/Mohsen Rezaii)

Iranian security forces arrested

world-renowned Iranian film-
maker Jafar Panahi along with his
family and a number of friends at
his home in Tehran on Monday, a
number of Persian-language web-
sites reported.

Tehran Prosecutor General Abbas
Jafari-Dolatabadi said on Tuesday
that there was no political or pro-
fessional reason for the arrest.

“He has been suspected of commit-
ting some crimes, which have been
reported, and he has been arrested
along with one of his friends,” he
added.

Panahi and members of his family
had previously been arrested dur-
ing an opposition protest that was
held at a Tehran cemetery on July
30 in memory of the demonstra-
tors who were killed in the streets
as a result of the unrest after the
June 12, 2009 presidential elec-
tion. However, they were quickly
released.

In addition, he also presided over

the competition jury of the 33rd
Montreal World Film Festival,
where he was seen wearing a
green scarf. Green is the color that
has been adopted as the symbol
of Iranians protesting against the
outcome of the 2009 presidential
election, in which Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad was declared the win-
ner.

Later, Panahi’s passport was confis-
cated at Tehran’s Imam Khomeini
Airport when he was trying to
board a flight to France last Octo-
ber.

He was thus unable to join the In-
ternational Jury for the First Fea-
ture Film of Directors at the 11th
Mumbai Film Festival in late Oc-
tober 2009.

The travel restrictions that the Ira-
nian authorities imposed on Panahi
also prevented him from attending
the Berlinale in February, although
he had been invited by Berlin film
festival director Dieter Kosslick.
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Iran should help to harmonize Persian language

in region: Tajik scholar

The director of the Tajikistan Writ-
ers’ Union, Mirza Shakurzadeh, has
said that Iran should take the lead
in restoration of the linguistic au-
thenticity of Persian in the region.
“As the source of the Persian lan-
guage, Iran should lead in restoring
the linguistic authenticity of the
Persian language in Central Asia,”
he told the Persian service of the
Mehr News Agency on Sunday.

Scientific terms are translated dif-
ferently in the three Persian-speak-
ing countries of Iran, Afghanistan
and Tajikistan. These linguistic
conflicts can be resolved by Iranian
experts since Persian is the original
language of this country, he noted.
“Today, Iran is our cultural center
and in Tajikistan we are making
our best efforts to return to the
Persian alphabet in our schools,”

he added.

A nation’s language is the life of
that country and the fading of the
language is its fading, he added.

“I have written about 20 books
on cultural relations among Iran,
Tajikistan and Afghanistan and un-
fortunately, these relations are not
strong,” he said.

There is no common publication
facility to release books written
by authors from three countries
or even a journal to express their
hopes and dreams, he said.
Shakurzadeh also expressed hope
that a joint TV channel in Kabul,
Dushanbe, and Tehran would be
established as a place for open-
minded scholars to strengthen cul-
tural relations.
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Recording of Dehkhoda
discovered at Majlis library

An old 8-minute cassette featuring
the voice of Dehkhoda has recently
been discovered at the Majlis Li-
brary, Museum, and Documentation
Center.

“The cassette was found among the

collection donated by Hassan Raha-
vard, a companion of Dehkhoda,” Ali
Tatari, director of the center told the
Persian service of MNA.

Ali Akbar Dehkhoda (1879-1959)
was a prominent Iranian linguist,
and author of the most comprehen-
sive dictionary of the Persian lan-
guage ever published.

“With a width of 2 or 3 millimeters,
the cassette seems to be one of the
primary cassettes imported to Iran
in those years. It contains an incom-

plete interview of a reporter with
Dehkhoda.

“The first part of the voice is unclear,
it continues with Dehkhoda refer-
ring to the books he has studied and
then talking about his opinion about
the education system of Iran. He
then refers to his book ‘Proverbs and
Mottos’ where his voice gets cut off,”
he remarked.

Dehkhoda was also active in politics,
and served in the Majlis as a Mem-
ber of Parliament (MP) from Kerman
and Tehran. “The cassette is of great
importance to us since we don’t pos-
sess any recordings of the voice of an
MP from the first session of the Na-

tional Consultative Assembly (Maj-
lis),” he added.

“Based on the documents, we believe
the interview took place between the
years 1947 to 1953 during the time
Dehkhoda was seriously ill,” he said.

n

Iranians listened to Dehkhoda’s voice
for the first time on the national ra-
dio program “In the Realm of His-
tory” on Friday afternoon.

A three-minute audio file of the same
cassette is also available on YouTube.

Dehkhoda was born in Tehran to
parents from Qazvin. His father died
when he was only 10 years old. De-
hkhoda quickly excelled in Persian
literature, Arabic and French and
graduated from college after study-
ing political science.

Dehkhoda translated Montesquieu’s
De T’esprit des lois (The Spirit of the
Laws) into Persian. He also wrote the
four-volume “Proverbs and Mottos”,
a French-Persian Dictionary, and
other books. However, his lexico-
graphic masterpiece is the 15-volume
“Dehkhoda Dictionary”, the largest
and most comprehensive Persian
dictionary ever published.

Mohammad Moin completed De-
hkhoda’s unfinished volumes in
compliance with Dehkhoda’s re-
quest. The book eventually came out
after forty five years of great efforts
by Dehkhoda.

Iran prepares two works
for UNESCO Memory of
the World Register

Iran has recently prepared two books
for registration on UNESCO’s Memory
of the World Register list.

“At-Tathim” written by Abu Rayhan
Biruni (973-1048 CE) and “Khamseh”
composed by Nezami Ganjavi (c. 1141-
1209 CE) will be submitted to UNESCO
to be inscribed on the list, member of
the Iranian National Committee for
Memory of the World, Ali Khakpur,
told the Persian service of the Mehr
News Agency on Saturday.

“Kitab at-Tathim Li-Awa’ili Sina’at at-
Tanjim” (“Book of Instructions in the
Elements of the Art of Astrology”) is
one of the books, which was written in
1029 by Abu Rayhan Biruni (973-1048
CE), a Persian scholar and scientist, and
one of the most learned men of his age
and an outstanding intellectual figure.

The book, commonly known as “At-
Tathim”, is a self-teaching guide for
astronomy which has been arranged
in the Q&A style. The oldest version
of the book, which has been inscribed
by Mohammad ibn Jurabi in 1143 CE,
is kept in the Majlis Library, Museum,
and Documentation Center.

The other work is “Khamseh” (“The
Quintuplet”) composed by Nezami
Ganjavi (c. 1141-1209 CE), the great-
est romantic epic poet in Persian lit-
erature, who brought a colloquial and
realistic style to the Persian epic.

Nezami’s reputation rests on his
“Khamseh” which is a pentalogy of
poems written in Masnavi verse form
(rhymed couplets) and totaling 30,000
couplets.

These five poems include the didactic
work Makhzan ol-Asrar (The Treasury
of Mysteries), three traditional love
stories of Khosrow and Shirin, Leili
and Majnun, and Haft Paykar, and the
Eskandar-nameh, which records the
adventures of Alexander the Great.

There are various versions of “Kham-
seh” in Iranian libraries, but the two
versions kept at the Central Library of
the University of Tehran and the li-
brary of the Shahid Motahhari School
and Mosque in Tehran will be intro-
duced for UNESCO.

The documents compiled for the two
books are currently being rendered into
English and they should be submitted
to UNESCO’s Memory of the World
Secretariat until March 31, 2010.

A collection of Iranian documents dat-
ing back to the Safavid era was added to
UNESCO’s Memory of the World Reg-
ister list in 2009.

In addition, the Shahnameh of Bay-
sunqur, one of three ancient copies of
Ferdowsi’s epic masterpiece, and the
Endowment Deed of Rab-e Rashidi are
two other Iranian works, which were
registered on the list in 2007.

Photo: Khosrow II in front of Shirin’s
palace in an illustration from a late
15th century Persian manuscript of the
Khamseh by Nezami (The Keir Collec-
tion, Ham, Richmond, England)
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New Iran sanctions propos-
al sent to Russia, China

UNITED NATIONS — Key Western
powers have sent a revised proposal
for new sanctions against Iran to Rus-
sia and China that would target the
country’s powerful Revolutionary
Guard and toughen existing measures
against its shipping, banking and in-
surance sectors, well-informed U.N.
diplomats said Wednesday.

Russia has expressed a willingness to
negotiate on the elements for a new
U.N. sanctions resolution but China,
which relies on Iran for much of its
energy, has not responded, the dip-
lomats said, speaking on condition of
anonymity because the discussions are
taking place among capitals.

The United States circulated elements
for a possible new U.N. sanctions reso-
lution to other veto-wielding U.N.
Security Council members — Rus-
sia, China, Britain and France — and
Germany in January. The six countries
have been trying, to no avail, to get
Iran to suspend its uranium enrich-
ment program and return to negotia-
tions on its nuclear program.

The revised proposal, sent by the
Western nations in the past few days,
builds on the three previous sanc-
tions resolutions against Iran, aimed at
pressuring the government, which has
stepped up its enrichment program
while insisting its goal is the peaceful
production of nuclear energy.

Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, charged Sunday that the
U.S. and its allies are behind the U.N.
nuclear watchdog agency’s claim that
Iran may be making nuclear bombs,
despite its repeated denials. His com-
ments, on state television Sunday,
came 10 days after the International
Atomic Energy Agency said it was
concerned Iran may be working on
nuclear weapons, echoing conclusions
reached by the U.S. and several of its
allies.

The initial U.N. sanctions resolutions
focused on Iran’s nuclear and missile
programs and the people and financ-
ing behind them.

Diplomats said the new proposal
would target the Revolutionary Guard
and companies and organizations con-
trolled by the elite corps that have
links to weapons proliferation.

The last sanctions resolution adopted
in March 2008 authorized inspec-
tion of cargo shipments by two Ira-
nian companies that are suspected
of containing banned items. It also
introduced financial monitoring of

two banks with suspected links to
proliferation activities and called on
all countries “to exercise vigilance” in
entering into new trade commitments
with Iran, including granting export
credits, guarantees or insurance.

U.N. diplomats said the new proposal
would toughen the shipping, banking
and insurance measures.

The list of individuals and companies
with links to weapons programs is also
likely to be expanded in a new reso-
lution. All countries are required to
freeze the assets of those on the list
and ban travel for the individuals.

While the four Western powers have
been pushing for a fourth round of
U.N. sanctions, China has been skepti-
cal, saying repeatedly that it believes
there is more room for diplomacy.

The Western powers want a new
sanctions resolution approved before
the five-year review of the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty starts at U.N.
headquarters in May. The 1968 accord
is considered the cornerstone of global
efforts to prevent the spread of atomic
arms.

The six countries have backed the
three previous sanctions resolutions,
and Russia’s U.N. Ambassador Vitaly
Churkin said that unity should be
maintained.

“The value of the "six’ is obvious, and
we have been working as the 'six’ on
this matter since May of 2006 and we
have every intention to continue do-
ing so as the "six’,” Churkin told re-
porters Tuesday.

“There are variables sometimes in
interpretation on what would be the
proper thing to do but I see no rea-
son why the six could not continue
working effectively and hammering
out joint positions on the issues of our
dealings with Iran,” he said.

Churkin stressed that the goal remains
negotiations with Iran.

“Another resolution may happen ...
but the key thing is not to have sanc-
tions, the key thing is to have this mat-
ter resolved peacefully,” he said. “And
that is why it is more complicated than
just what element, or elements one is
going to have in a hypothetical Secu-
rity Council resolution. This is where
most of our concerns, our efforts, our
work lie.”

(Source : AP)

Italy Accuses 7 of
Arms Sales to Iran

Seven people accused of selling arms
to Iran via several countries in Europe
have been arrested in Italy, the police
in Milan said Wednesday.

Two are Iranians living in Italy, one of
them an accredited television journal-
ist, and five are Italians, the authorities
said. Two more Iranian suspects remain
at large. The Iranians are suspected of
being spies.

Italy’s veteran counterterrorism prose-
cutor, Armando Spataro, said at a news
conference in Milan on Wednesday that
a nine-month investigation, including
intercepted phone conversations and e-
mail messages, indicated that the group
was trafficking in weapons to Iran de-
spite an arms embargo.

Mr. Spataro said that the British, Swiss
and Romanian authorities had joined
the investigation and that shipments of
materials had been intercepted, includ-
ing 1,000 rifle scopes. The authorities
also said the operation stopped explo-
sives from being shipped to Iran, ac-
cording to the Italian media.

Iran will not retreat
from its nuclear path:
Rohani

Hassan Rohani, director of the strate-
gic research center at the Expediency
Council, said on Tuesday Iran will not
move back from the path it has taken
with regard to its peaceful nuclear pro-
gram.

“Islamic Republic of Iran aims to safe-
guard its nuclear achievements and the
system will not retreat,” Rohani told re-
porters on the sidelines of a conference
on petroleum and foreign policy.

The Iranian nuclear activities are based
on the Non-Proliferation Treaty and
the West’s pressure on Iran is unjusti-
fied, he asserted.

The former nuclear negotiator also said
the doubts expressed about Iran’s nu-
clear program by Yukiya Amano (di-
rector of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency) are “unfounded”.

Rohani who was renowned as the cleric
diplomat under the Khatami adminis-
tration said Amano has repeated claims
by Western officials though the IAEA
chief clearly knows that all nuclear ac-
tivities in Iran are under the TAEA in-
spections. Asked on probable new sanc-
tions on Iran, Rohani said great powers
may pass a new resolution against Iran,
but all these moves fall within a “psy-
chological war” against Tehran.
“Despite Americans’ claims, I see it a
remote possibility that the Security
Council approves a resolution against
Iran,” added the member of the Su-
preme National Security Council
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UNITED NATIONS — Key
Western powers have sent a re-
vised proposal for new sanctions
against Iran to Russia and China
that would target the country’s
powerful Revolutionary Guard
and toughen existing measures
against its shipping, banking and
insurance sectors, well-informed
U.N. diplomats said Wednesday.
Russia has expressed a willing-
ness to negotiate on the elements
for a new U.N. sanctions resolu-
tion but China, which relies on
Iran for much of its energy, has
not responded, the diplomats
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity because the discus-

sions are taking place among
capitals.

The United States circulated el-
ements for a possible new U.N.

sanctions resolution to other
veto-wielding U.N. Security
Council members — Russia,

China, Britain and France — and
Germany in January. The six
countries have been trying, to
no avail, to get Iran to suspend
its uranium enrichment program
and return to negotiations on its
nuclear program.

The revised proposal, sent by the
Western nations in the past few
days, builds on the >> Page 3

Iranian filmmaker
Jafar Panahi detained

Iranian security forces arrested
world-renowned Iranian film-
maker Jafar Panahi along with
his family and a number of
friends at his home in Tehran on
Monday, a number of Persian-
language websites reported.
Tehran Prosecutor General Ab-
bas Jafari-Dolatabadi said on
Tuesday that there was no po-
litical or professional reason for
the arrest.

“He has been suspected of com-
mitting some crimes, which
have been reported, and he has
been arrested along with one of
his friends,” he added.

Panahi and members of his fam-
ily had previously been arrested
during an opposition protest
that was held at a Tehran ceme-
tery on July 30 in memory of the
demonstrators who were killed
in the streets as a result of the
unrest after the >> Page 6

Pressure on China
over Iran sanctions

Juan Martin plays in honor
of Tehrani citizens

Renowned Spanish flamenco guitarist Juan
Martin honored Tehrani citizens with a
composition he composed especially for
them.

Martin gave his first performance sched-
uled for the 25th Fajr International Music
Festival here at Tehran’s National Grand

Hall on Saturday evening.

Among his selections, the Spanish guitar-

ist played a piece he had composed for the

people of Tehran, “when I came to Iran

five years ago, I gave a performance at the ' 7
Niavaran Palace and was highly impressed

by the people of Tehran.
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