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Los Angeles time: Saturday March 20, 2010, 10:32:13
AM

Yore Guole Yoo diid— mae VXYY el sgulasT Gl

New York: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 13:32:13 PM
Paris: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Toronto: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 13:32:13 PM
San Francisco: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 10:32:13 AM
London: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 17:32:13 PM
Vancouver: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 10:32:13 AM
Huston: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 12:32:13 AM
Stockholm: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Abu Dhabi: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 20:32:13 PM
Jakarta: Sunday.March 21, 2010, 02:32:13 AM
Amsterdam: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Jerusalem: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Ankara: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 19:32:13 PM
Lisbon: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Atlanta: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 12:32:13 AM
Madrid: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Baghdad: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 20:32:13 PM
Nairubi: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 20:32:13 PM
Bangkok: Sunday.March 21, 2010, 02:32:13 AM
Melbourne: Sunday.March 21, 2010, 06:32:13 AM
Barcelona: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Montreal: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 13:32:13 PM
Beijing: Sunday.March 21, 2010, 03:32:13 AM
Moscow: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 20:32:13 PM
Beirut: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 19:32:13 PM
New Delhi: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 23:32:13 PM
Berlin: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Ottawa: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 13:32:13 PM
Chicago: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 13:32:13 PM
Tokyo: Sunday.March 21, 2010, 04:32:13 AM
Copenhagen: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Toronto: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 13:32:13 PM
Dubai: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 20:32:13 PM
Vancouver: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 10:32:13 AM
Frankfurt: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
Istanbul: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 19:32:13 PM
Zagreb: Saturday.March 20, 2010, 18:32:13 PM
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CELEBRATING
NoRrouz 1389

- The Laila Salehzehi Charitable
- Foundation (LSCF) cordially invites
you to our Norouz 1389 Party

19 March 2010

Ragant Banqueﬂn_g_ Suite
331 Regents Park Road
London, N3 1DP
7:30 pm till Late

Join us for a night of fun and
t:eﬁehm{iun of the Iranian New Year-an
ortan, oppor .'ﬂﬂﬂrﬂﬂiﬂfﬂﬁi‘ﬂﬂ
> abolil'our stake in a project to
06l in a rural area of lran.

' 1ip opportunities are
avaﬁabla Piea-se contact us for further
information if you are interested

‘Sponsored by Shiraz Travel &
Audio Visual Exclusive

Registered Charity No. 1125457

b wwwiscfoundation.com | |
H B O P s e LR e
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Singel Items To A Full House
careful loading. local&distance

friendly&reliabel

professional service guaranteed

For free quote call Raz:
07939946093- 07832975070
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www.tosae.com, info@tosae.com
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Tell us what
you think

Bagheri chosen as
Iran’s “Footballer of
the Year”

Persepolis captain Karim Bagheri has been
named Iran’s “Footballer of the Year”, ac-
cording to a poll taken by the popular Mon-
day night Iranian channel-3 TV program
“90”.

Bagheri won 59 percent of the votes in the
seven-candidate race. Osasuna midfielder
Javad Nekounam was selected for second
place with 18 percent, Esteghlal striker
Farhad Majidi became third scoring 11 per-
cent, Ali Karimi of Steel Azin came fourth
with 8 percent, Sepahan keeper Mehdi
Rahmati won two percent of the votes and
Zob Ahan’s Mohammad-Reza Khalatbari
and Osasuna’s Masoud Shojaei came sev-
enth and eighth respectively, both with
one percent.

The 36-year-old midfielder has played for
Germany’s Arminia Bielefeld and al-Sadd
of Qatar as well as Persepolis. Bagheri
played 80 times for Iran national football
team and scored 50 goals

Ardalani Sees Promis-
ing Future For Women
Football

Former captain of Iran’s women football Nil-
oufar Ardalani said she has big plans for the
future of the national team.

One of the Asian Football Confederation ‘C’
Certificate Coaching courses participants in
the AFC U-13 Girls Festival of Football for
West and Central Asia, Ardalani has har-
bored ambitions of leading her country in
women’s football. According to Afc.com she
wants to become the head of women’s foot-
ball in the Football Federation Islamic Re-
public of Iran (IRIFF) in the future and dis-
cover the hidden talent in the country. The
first target for former Iranian women’s foot-
ball team captain is to gain her AFC ‘C’ Cer-
tificate for coaching, and eventually move up
to ‘A’ in order to make her goals a reality.
The head of women’s Football at the IRIFF
currently is Farideh Shojaei.

“I wish to lead the country’s women’s foot-
ball. This is my goal,” said Ardalani. “I would
like to set up a women’s football academy in
Iran and develop fresh and young talent from
the age of 6 to 17. “I believe Iran women’s
football can blossom with a strong founda-
tion and grassroots and youth development
program.” The AFC Festivals provide coach-
es like Ardalani the chance to shine in an
international environment. She is hoping to
be considered for future development under
AFC’s Project Future program. Ardalani un-
derstands, however, that Rome was not built
in a day. “As former national team captain
myself, I believe that I understand women’s
football better than many people,” she said.
“There are not many female coaches in Iran.
This is also one of my reasons to participate
in the Festival’s coaching course. I would
like to become a qualified coach.”

Esteqlal in Slumbering Stalemate

- ]

On Match Day 2 of Asian
Football Confederation
Champions League Este-
qlal held to a goalless draw
against Al-Jazira at Tehran’s
Azadi Stadium on Tuesday.
The two sides had many good
scoring chances in the two
halves to net a goal but their
strikers were unable to net a
goal.

In another game of Match
Day 2 of AFC Champions
League, Sepahan will host
Al-Ain.

In Group C of the tourna-
ment Pakhtakor of Uz-
bekistan is on top of the table
with 3 points and is followed
by Al-Shabab of Saudi Arabia
and Sephan. Al-Ain with no
point is at the bottom of the
table.

Sepahan, the runner-up in
2007, will try to claim their
first win when they host
United Arab Emirates club at
Isfahan’s Foulad Shahr Sta-
dium.

The two sides will be meet-
ing for the fifth time in the

AFC Champions League af-
ter clashing during the group
stage in 2005 and 2007. Both
teams are taking part in the
competition for the sixth
time.

Sepahan’s  coach ~ Amir
Qal’encei in an interview
with ISNA said his side was
unlucky to register a win in
the first game of the tourna-
ment.

“We have a good preparation
for the game. We have also
analyzed them meticulously
and I think gaining the victo-
ry at home is not impossible.”
Sepahan has failed to regis-
ter any wins against Al-Ain
in their previous four meet-
ings. Both matches in Isfahan
have finished in 1-1 draws
while the two games in the
UAE have seen Al-Ain win-
ning 3-2. Despite failing to
beat Al-Ain in 2007, Sepahan
topped their group and made
it all the way to the final be-
fore losing 1-3 on aggregate
to Japan’s Urawa Reds.
Sepahan has met two other

-
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teams from the UAE in the
AFC Champions League.
They beat Al-Wahda 3-1 on
aggregate in the semifinals
in 2007 and met Al-Shabab
in the group stage last year,
winning 2-0 at home and los-
ing 1-2 in Dubai.

In Iran’s Premiere League
Sepahan dropped two points
in their last league match on
Saturday against Teraktor in
a 1-1 draw.

However, they remained at
the top of the IPL standings,
four points ahead of second-
placed city rivals Zob-e
Ahan.

Al-Ain has the upper hand
in their clashes with Sepahan
after two wins and two draws
in their previous meetings in
2005 and 2007.

Al-Ain’s 3-2 victory against
Sepahan in their final group
game in 2005 saw them leap-
frog the Iranian side to fin-
ish first and qualify for the
quarterfinals. They eventu-
ally reached the final before
losing 3-5 on aggregate to Al-

Ittihad of Saudi Arabia.
Al-Ain has met only one
team from Iran other than
Sepahan. They defeated
Esteqlal 3-1 during their only
group stage meeting in 2003
on the way to winning the
inaugural competition.
Brazilian striker Emerson is
available again after recover-
ing from a shoulder injury.
However, goalkeeper
Waleed Salem, midfielder
Salem Abdulla and defender
Ismail Ahmed are doubtful as
they are still recovering from
injuries.

Meanwhile, Al-Ain’s Brazil-
ian coach Toninho Cerezo
said his side will have a hard
task again Sepahan.

He added, “Sepahan has
signed good players and they
are very dangerous in attacks
and free kicks.”

He believes it is hard to pre-
dict which teams will qualify
for the next round of the
competition.

Also on Wednesday Mes of
Kerman will play against Al-

Foulad Secure
1st Place

Foulad Mahan Sepahan secured
first place in Group A of the
Asian Football Confederation
Futsal Club Championship with
a battling 6-2 win over Nagoya
Oceans at packed Pirouzi Sta-
dium in Isfahan on Tuesday.
With the two sides having al-
ready booked their place in the
last four of the tournament this
match was simply to decide who
would finish first.

According to Afc.com, Fou-
lad had little trouble claiming
victories in their previous two
matches but were made to work
hard by a determined Nagoya

side.

The victory means the Iranians
will play Port Authority of Thai-
land in the semifinals on Thurs-
day with Nagoya taking on Al-
Sadd of Qatar.

From the outset Nagoya pres-
sured Foulad but it was the host
who took the lead in the sixth
minute with a well-worked
free-kick as Vahid Shamsaei
shaped to shoot only to instead
pass to Mohammad Taheri, who
drove an unstoppable effort
from a tight angle into the back
of the net.

Nagoya showed they were going
to give Foulad a fight and they
leveled less than a minute later
through Kiyohiro Hirabayashi.
The Japanese side then stunned

their opponents when skipper
Wataru Kitahara broke down
the right before firing a shot that
keeper Mostafa Nazari could
only help into the net.

Shamsaei leveled with a well-
placed strike with four minutes
of the half remaining before
Nagoya had Hisao Sadanaga sent
off early in the second half after
he picked up two yellow cards
in quick succession.

Despite having competed well
with Foulad, Nagoya fell behind
when Javad Asghari glanced a
header into the back of the net
in the 28th minute.

Asghari turned provider soon
after when his pass was turned
home by Mohammad Ghasemi
before late strikes from Majid

Raeisi and Shamsaei completed
the victory.

“We had two different halves in
this game,” said Hossein Afzali.
“The first half was very tough.
‘We were not good and the score
was 2-2 at half time.

“But the good thing was we
could use the first half to under-
stand our opponents and then
we took that knowledge into
the second half to be able to beat
them.”

“In futsal the important things
are in the small details,” said
Nagoya Oceans coach Adil Am-
arante.

“We needed to concentrate and
then we would have a good
game but in this match we lost
concentration and in futsal a
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A Promising
Behelgerd G
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Funds have been allocated for rehabilitating the famous
Behelgerd historic garden, manager of the Research Center
for South Khorasan Historical Gardens said.

The garden has a promising future, Aqdas Karampour add-
ed, CHTN reported.

She said 400 million rials in credits has been allocated for
studying Behelgerd garden in the current Iranian year
(ends March 20).

Another 100 million rials has been earmarked from the
annual provincial budget for the same purpose.

Despite the neglect and disrepair in the past, the garden
that dates back to Qajar era, has retained its charm and
original texture.The historic site includes two gardens,
two buildings, horse stable and a natural icehouse.

There is a pool in the middle of the inner courtyard along
with an icehouse that produces ice in winter and preserves
it until summer.

Karampour referred to renovation of the southern wing
of the building and its inner areas, clearing debris and
plant breeding as other measures taken to give the garden
a facelift.

UNESCO Delegation Due

A delegation from UNESCO will travel to South Khorasan
province to see the garden’s nomination for registration on
the UNESCO world heritage list.

“Some gardens in Amirabad, Rahimabad, Shokatabad, and
Behelgerd are potential candidate s for the UNESCO world
heritage list,” she said.

The dossier of South Khorasan gardens will be submitted
to UNESCO.

In another development, IDs have been prepared for the
trees in Behelgerd garden, which takes pride in its 252
trees including pine, cypress, aspen and plane.

Behelgerd is located 15 km off Birjand in South Khorasan
province. It is a mountainous region with a temperate cli-
mate.

9 Gardens for UNESCO List

Files of nine Iranian gardens have been sent to the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) for registration on its World Heritage List.
Deputy head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Organization (ICHHTO) for renovation and reg-
istration affairs, Massoud Alavian made the comment,
CHTN reported.

The gardens include Mahan in Kerman, Kashan’s Fin ,
Chehelsotoun in Isfahan, Akbarieh in South Khorasan,
Eram and Passargad in Fars, Abbasabad in Mazandaran and
Dolatabad and Pahlevanpour in Yazd.

Alavian said the nine present a general view of the process
of artistic expansion of Iranian gardens in the inhospitable
and arid climatic conditions.

“Iranian gardens are indeed an epitome of the great inter-
action between man and Mother Nature,” he stressed.

The official recalled that the gardens demonstrate the role
and influence of gardens in cultural and sociopolitical de-
velopments from the Achaemenid era up to contemporary

Future

arden

times.

“Gardens are among the most authentic scientific and artis-
tic manifestations of Iranians formed over 2,500 years and
have been perfected with the passage of time.”

Tradition, style and designs of Persian gardens influenced
gardens from Andalusia to India. The Taj Mahal in Agra
is considered as one of the largest Persian gardens in the
world. The gardens in Alhambra equally show the influ-
ence of Persian garden style on a more intimate scale.

History

From the time of the Achaemenid dynasty the idea of an
earthly paradise spread through Persian literature and oth-
er cultures. The Hellenistic gardens of the Seleucids and
the Ptolemies in Alexandria are two examples.

The Avestan word pairidaéza-, Old Persian *paridaida-,
Median *paridaiza- (walled-around, i.e., a walled garden),
was transliterated into Greek paradeisoi, then rendered
into the Latin paradisus, and from there entered into Eu-
ropean languages, e.g., French paradis, German Paradies,
and English paradise. The word entered Semitic languages
as well: Akkadian pardesu, Hebrew pardes, and Arabic
firdaws.

As the word expresses, such gardens would have been en-
closed. The garden’s purpose was, and is, to provide a place
for protected relaxation in a variety of manners: spiritual
and leisurely (such as meeting friends), essentially a para-
dise on earth. The Persian word for “enclosed space” was
pairi-daeza, a term that was adopted in Christian mythol-
ogy to describe the garden of Eden or Paradise on Earth.

The manner in which the garden is constructed may be
formal (with emphasis on structure) or casual (emphasis
on nature), following several simple rules governing the
design. This is said to allow a maximization, in terms of
function and emotion, of what can be done in a garden.

Origins

Origins of Persian gardens may date back to 4000 BCE;
decorated pottery of the time displays typical cross plan of
the Persian garden. The outline of Cyrus the Great’s gar-
den, built around 500 BCE, is still viewable.

During the reign of the Sassanids (third to seventh cen-
tury CE), and under the influence of Zoroastrianism, the
role and influence of water in art grew exponentially. The
trend manifested itself in garden design with greater em-
phasis on fountains and ponds.

During the Arab occupation the aesthetic aspect of the gar-
den increased in importance, overtaking its utility. During
the time aesthetic rules by which gardens were governed
gained added importance. An example is Chahar Bagh, a
form of garden which attempts to emulate Eden, having
four rivers and four quadrants, representing the world.
The design sometimes extends one axis longer than the
cross-axis and creates water channels running through
each of the four gardens to connect to a central pool.

The invasion of Persia by the Mongols in the thirteenth
century ushered in new emphasis on highly ornate struc-

tures within gardens, examples of which include tree peo-
nies and chrysanthemums. The Mongol empire then took
Persian garden tradition to other parts of their expanding
empire (notably India).

Babur introduced the Persian garden to India; the now un-
kempt Aram Bagh garden in Agra was the first of many
Persian gardens he created. The Persian concept of an
ideal, paradise-like garden is perfectly embodied in the Taj
Mahal.

The Safavid Dynasty (seventeenth to eighteenth century)
built and developed grand and epic layouts that went be-
yond being a simple extension to a palace and became an
integral aesthetic and functional part of it.

Other Features

Sunlight and its effects were an important factor in the
structural designing of Persian gardens. Textures and
shapes were specifically chosen by architects to harness
the light.

Due to the heat and dry climate in Iran, shade is immense-
ly important in a garden, without which it could not be
usable. Trees and trellises largely feature as biotic shade;
pavilions and walls are structurally prominent in blocking
the sun.

Also related to the heat is the importance of water in the
gardens. A form of underground tunnel, below the water
table, called Qanat is used to water the gardens and its en-
virons. Well-like structures then connect to the Qanat,
enabling the drawing of water for daily consumption.

Lichens Invade

Persepolis

Bas-reliefs and surfaces of stones at Persepolis are increas-
ingly being damaged by the growth of lichens.

The bas-reliefs of lotuses and Achaemenid soldiers are the
main targets of the multinucleate organisms, the Persian
service of Mehr News Agency reported on Monday.
Lichens grow slowly on bas-reliefs, but can cause a catas-
trophe at Persepolis.

“The lichens damage the stone structures physically and
chemically,” a microbiologist of Tehran’s Al-Zahra Uni-
versity, Parisa Mohammadi, said.

“In the physical form, the lichen’s root penetrates into a
stone structure and breaks up the surface by the mechani-
cal pressure it applies. The chemical destruction of stones
by lichens is more complicated. They exude acidic synthet-
ics, which decay the surface of the stones.”

The Winged Man of Pasargadae stone bas-relief is current-
ly suffering from damage caused by lichens and funguses.
In 2005, experts had said the Winged Man should be trans-
ferred to a museum to protect it from damaged. However,
nothing has been done to save this valuable relic.

A report published in late February said the wooden covers
made in 2006 to protect the stone stairways of Persepolis
have also damaged the Achaemenid site.

The wooden covers trap moisture underneath, creating
ideal conditions for the growth of various types of fungus,
lichens and plants.

Lack of planning for the removal of garbage dumped by
visitors at the site has also accelerated the growth of such
organisms.

Researchers say they can only stunt lichen’s growth, as
there is no way to completely remove it from stone sur-
faces.

Once known as the richest city under the sun, Persepolis
was the ceremonial capital of the Persian Empire, which
was the greatest power in ancient times. It was established
as the most magnificent of the four Achaemenid capitals-
-Susa, Ecbatana, Persepolis and Babylon--which were
founded to help Achaemenid kings efficiently administer
their vast empire.

Persepolis was registered as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site in 1979. It was also one of the 80 treasures featured in
a 2005 BBC series.
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UNESCO to decide the fate of

Naqsh-e Jahan Square in late March
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The UNESCO will announce its decision on
the fate of Nagsh-e Jahan Square in few weeks,
program specialist of UNESCO Tehran Cluster
Office Junko Taniguchi said on Wednesday.
Taniguchi, who led a UNESCO delegation
comprised of World Heritage Center program
specialist Feng Jing, and Managing Director of
the Geo-Research Institute in Osaka Yoshinori
Iwasaki, in a visit to the Jahan-Nama Tower
last week, held a press conference in Isfahan,
detailing the outcome of their mission.

The delegation has been commissioned to study
the general status of safeguards for the cultural
heritage of Isfahan, the activities carried out in
the modifying the Jahan-Nama Tower, and the
level of Iranian government’s cooperation in
this issue, Taniguchi said.

He said that they have not completed their
mission yet and refused to make any comment
about the modification of the Jahan-Nama
Tower.

The delegation will return to Tehran on March
7 to scrutinize the information gathered during
their mission, and then UNESCO will decide
on the fate of Nagsh-e Jahan Square within a
month, he added.

The Jahan-Nama Tower spoils the horizontal
panorama of the Nagsh-e Jahan Square, a com-
plex of Safavid-era monuments registered on
UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1979.
UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee’s called
for modification of the Jahan-Nama Tower
during its 28th session on July 1, 2004.

The organization later threatened to place the

site on the List of World Heritage in Danger
if Iran failed to fulfill its obligation to modify
the tower. However, no modification has been
completed.

Delegation member Iwasaki has also been as-
signed to study the threats posed by the con-
struction of Isfahan’s new metro to the city’s
the historical sites, which are located within
the perimeter of the Nagsh-e Jahan Square.
Metro lines under construction are threatening
monuments located on Chahar-Bagh Street and
the Nagsh-e Jahan Square.

Experts believe that vibration caused by future
passing trains would result in the destruction of
the monuments.

A tunnel boring project for the Isfahan Metro
deviated from its intended route in November
2009 and bumped into a ramp and a lower part
of the historical bridge of Si-o-Se Pol.
According to the information the delegation
received, it seems that the foundations of the
400-year-old bridge have not been damaged,
Taniguchi said.

However, he added that the outcome would be
announced after Iwasaki completes his investi-
gation concerning the issue.

Photo: The Jahan-Nama Tower is seen at the
right side of the Aali-Qapu Palace on the hori-
zon from the Nagsh-e Jahan Square in a photo
taken on January 24, 2010. (Mehr/Ehsan Khos-
ravi

)

Swedish festival spotlights films on
Iranian, Afghan women

Swedish “Women in Focus”, the 8th Women’s Film Festival will
open March 6 with films from Iran and Afghanistan.

> o«

Iran’s

Memory of Niavaran” by Hadi Afarideh will open the

8th Women’s Film Festival organized by the Swedish Uppsala

University on Saturday.

Afarideh is also scheduled to speak after his film screening.

“Three-Day Life” by Kaveh Mazaheri, “Rough Cut” by Firuzeh
Khosravani, “Second Home” by Mahvash Sheikholeslami, “Wa-
ter, Wind, Fire” by Yaseman Turang and “The Lover” by Yalda
Qashgqaii are among the Iranian productions to go on screen dur-

ing the two-day event.

“Twenty-Five Percent” by Diana Sagebnistan, “Shelter” by
Mohsen Hossaini, and “Run Roobina, Run” by Diana Saqeb are
among the entries from Afghanistan.

Iranian paintings
adorn Italy’s Pal-
azzo di Venezia

Rome’s Palazzo di Venezia is playing host to
an exhibition of paintings and calligraphy by
Iranian artists under the title “Manifestation of
Feeling”.

A collection of 70 artworks by 50 Iranian artists
in painting, calligraphy, and calligraphy-paint-
ing were put on display on February 20 and will

be on show until March 14.

Several teahouse paintings and intarsia works
are also spotted among the artwork on display.
Artwork by masters Khosro Roshan, Ali Shirazi,
Ali-Akbar Kermani, Mohammad Movahhedian,
Ali Jamshidi, and Ahmad Aryamanesh are ex-
hibiting in the show where about 100 visitors
are attending daily.

Iranian students residing in Rome accompanied
by their foreign friends come to visit the show
every day, Akbar Qoli, an official from the Ira-
nian embassy in Rome told the Persian service
of IRNA.

The exhibit is also being warmly received by
Iranian and Italian artists, private collectors and
tourists, he remarked.

Swedish children
to become famil-
iar with Iranian
national dolls

Iran’s national dolls Dara and
Sara will be introduced to

Swedish children during Iran
Sweden Children Friendship
Week.

The week, held by the Insti-
tute for Intellectual Develop-
ment of Children and Young
Adults (IIDCYA), will begin
March 8 in Stockholm with
Iranian experts introducing
a part of Iranian culture to
Swedish children.

233 books in Persian and
English, as well as books and
films on the subject of learn-

ing Persian and textbooks used
in the Iran Language Institutes
will be introduced during the
week.

Some forty games for children
created by the IIDCYA will be
on display during the event.

—

Several workshops are sched-
uled for the week to introduce
different areas of Iranian art,
including painting, pottery
and collage. In addition, edu-
cational entertainment will
also be held to introduce tra-
ditional Iranian architecture.
IIDCYA Films and short ani-
mations as well as a documen-
tary on Persepolis with Eng-
lish subtitles will go on screen
at the event
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Tribute paid to leading stage

Bani-Etemad appointed

director Samandarian at IAF

Iranian photographer Kurosh Seyyed-
Abutaleb Emam, who was mostly
known for his photos taken at the
warfronts of the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq
war, passed away at Tehran’s Naft
Hospital on Tuesday. He was 55 years
old.

Seyyed-Abutaleb Emam, who was
known as Abutaleb-e Emam, was
suffering from multiple sclerosis for

years.

“I don’t consider myself a photogra-
pher, but I'm obsessed with photog-
raphy,” he had said in his biography
published on the website of Chilick,
an Iranian photographers’ database.

“God bless my father, who was my
first photography teacher. For my
photos, I would immediately stand on
the exact same spot where he had just
stood and then, I would take my pic-
ture,” he explained.

“Growth in the Dawn”, “White
Alone, Lone White”, “The Sketches”
and “The Memorabilia of Khorram-
shahr” are among the titles of the nu-
merous showcases he held in various
art galleries and prestigious museums
in Iran.

“When I was taking photos during
the war, I thought that when the war
would finally come to an end, only the
pictures would remain to recall the
memories of those years,” Abutaleb-e
Emam once said in an interview.

Remains of City Near
Choghazanbil

Recent archeological excavations in the
perimeter of the ancient site of Choghaz-
anbil Ziggurat in Khuzestan province led
to the discovery of the remains of a resi-
dential city with industrial sections.
Announcing the above, director of Chog-
hazanbil cultural heritage site, Moham-
mad Hassan Talebian, told CHTN that ar-
cheologists have found a residential city
in the southern part of Choghazanbil Zig-
gurat, which refute the claims of Roman
Girshman, a French archeologist.

With 300 papers and 20 books to his cred-
it, Girshman (1895-1979) was one of the
most prolific and respected experts on an-

cient Iran. However, he never talked of a
city in his writings.

“The recent excavation was launched in
the area with the aim of designing and
organizing a discharge system for surface
waters,” Talebian said.

“We needed to study the old water sys-
tem before designing the new ones since
excavating ancient sites without adequate
information is very harmful and may
cause damage.” Talebian pointed out that
Choghazanbil Ziggurat was located with-
in an ancient city called ‘Doraventash’.
“Doraventash dates back to the mid-II-
amid era and was established by Ontash
Napirisha, an Ilamid king who favored
the construction of ziggurats,” he said.
Choghazanbil Ziggurat dates back to over
3,400 years.

to Fribourg festival jury

Iranian filmmaker Rakhshan Bani-
Etemad was selected for the Inter-
national Jury at the 24th Fribourg
International Film Festival (FIFF)
that is running from March 13 to
20 in Switzerland.

Bani-Etemad’s “We are Half of
Iran’s Population” will also go on
screen in a special screening ses-
sion during the event. The film
deals with the role of women in
Iranian society.

Also included in the festival is “Te-
hroun”, an Iran-France co-produc-
tion directed by Nader Homayun.
The movie takes its title from Te-
hran’s inner-city slang pronuncia-
tion of the city’s name.

The Colombian road movie “Los
Viajes del Viento” by Ciro Guerra

will open the festival this year.

The Argentinean thriller “El secre-
to de sus Ojos” by Juan José Cam-
panella will close the festival on a
celebratory note. The movie just
won an Academy Award for Best
Foreign Language Film this year.
“Canary Yellow”, “Foreign Curren-
cy”, “Nargess”, “The Blue-Veiled”,
“The May Lady”, “Under the Skin
of the City” and “Mainline” are
among Bani-Etemad’s other cred-
its. Bani-Etemad was awarded an
honorary doctorate by the Uni-
versity of London in July 2009.
She also received the Prix Henri
Langlois at the French festival for
her collection of cinematic produc-
tions last month.
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Distinguished Artists to
Attend Foreign Expos

Traditional Arts and Handicrafts
Department of Iran’s Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts and Tour-
ism Organization plans to send
distinguished handicraft artists
and exporters overseas for at-
tending exhibitions in the next
Iranian year (starting March 21).
Announcing this, Ahmad Balan,
director general of the Commer-
cial Department, said the depart-
ment has four strategies for the
next year, CHTN wrote.

“They include supporting do-
mestic trade, foreign commerce,
empowering non-governmental
organizations and supporting

those involved in the handicraft
industry,” he said.

The official noted that the de-
partment will implement the fol-
lowing plans in line with these
strategies: holding domestic fairs,
preparing the infrastructures re-
quired for handicraft markets,
holding overseas fairs, support-
ing the export of handicrafts and
adopting plans for promoting
non-governmental organizations.
“The venue for holding overseas
expos through governmental and
non-governmental organizations
and the compilation of exhibition
chart would be undertaken,” he
said. Balan noted that identifying
and introducing export-oriented
handicraft fields are of high im-
portance.
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Report: Iran sentences
professor to 6 years

An Iranian appeals court sentenced
a university professor to six years in
prison for suspected involvement in
the country’s postelection turmoil,
local media reported Thursday.
Several pro-reform newspapers,
including the Bahar daily, quoted
Mahmoud Alizadeh Tabatabaei, a
lawyer for Saeed Leilaz, as saying the
appeals court sentenced his client to
a six-year jail term. He did not say
when the court ruling took place.
Leilaz, an economics professor at
Shahid Beheshti University, was
convicted of insulting the country’s
supreme leader, violating public or-
der and participating in a plan to dis-
turb the country’s security, Tabata-
baei said.

Leilaz has been a sharp critic of
Iran’s economic policies. He also has
worked as a journalist and analyst for
local newspapers.

The reports of Leilaz’s sentencing

come a day after the pro-reform
Web site Parlemannews reported the
release of the prominent reform poli-
tician Mostafa Tajzadeh.

Tajzadeh, who served as deputy in-
terior minister from 1997-2005, was
arrested June 13, a day after the
country’s disputed election that won
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad a
second four-year term.

Both Leilaz and Tajzadeh were
among more than 100 political fig-
ures and activists that Iran put on a
mass trial following a crackdown on
opposition supporters who claim Ah-
madinejad won by fraud.

Tajzadeh’s release comes ahead of the
Iranian New Year later this month,
when authorities traditionally re-
lease some prisoners in symbolic acts.
Earlier this month, Iran freed six
journalists and opposition activists
on bail. (AP)

Iranian, Italian scholars
discuss methods to
restore Pasargadae

A team of Iranian and Italian experts

Report: Iran releases former
senior official

]

An Iranian pro-reform Web site says
authorities have released a former

senior official detained for suspected
involvement in the country's postelec-
tion turmoil.

Parlemannews says former deputy in-
terior minister Mostafa Tajzadeh was
freed late Wednesday.

Tajzadeh was arrested June 13, a day
after the country's disputed election
that won President Mahmoud Ah-

_—
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madinejad a second 4-year term.

He was among more than 100 political
figures and activists who were put on a
mass trial following the crackdown on
opposition supporters who claim Ah-
madinejad won by fraud.

The release comes ahead of the Ira-
nian New Year later in March, when
authorities traditionally release some
prisoners in a symbolic act.

attended a conference last week to dis-
cuss methods to restore Pasargadae in
Iran’s southern province of Fars.

Experts from the Italian Ministry for
Cultural Heritage and Activities partic-
ipated in the conference, which was or-
ganized by Iran’s Parsa and Pasargadae
Research Center, the Persian service of
CHN reported on Tuesday.

Italian experts are old hands at the
restoration of ancient sites built from
stone.

Istituto Italiano per il Medio ed Estre-
mo Oriente -- ISMEO conducted many
restoration and excavation projects at
Pasargadae and Persepolis prior to the
victory of the Islamic Revolution.

Although the IsSMEO has been criti-
cized for the methods it used in the res-
toration of Pasargadae, those methods
were the best available at that time.

The Italian Institute for Africa and Ori-
ent (IsSIAO), established in 1995 by the
merger of the ISMEO and the Italo-
African Institute -- IIA, is currently
carrying out a series of comprehensive
studies to find new methods for resto-

ration projects at Iran’s most important

ancient historical site, Persepolis.

In November 2008, a team of Iranian
experts completed a series of restora-
tions on the Cyrus Tomb, which is lo-
cated at the Pasargadae site.

A number of experts censured the res-
torations, describing them as inept, and
saying that the authentic character of
the tomb of Cyrus the Great has been
seriously compromised by the project.

A team of Italian experts was scheduled
to carried out the restoration project
according to an agreement signed dur-
ing the administration of former presi-

dent Seyyed Mohammad Khatami.

However, an Iranian group was substi-
tuted for the Italian team after a new
administration came to the CHTHO
under President Mahmud Ahmadine-
jad.

Photo: The tomb of Cyrus the Great is
seen scaffolded for a restoration project
in photos taken on November 15, 2008.
(Mehr/Mohammad-Hossein Nikupur).
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Gates keeps up pressure on
Iran with Gulf visit

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — U.S. Defense
Secretary Robert Gates was keeping up
the pressure on Iran on Wednesday,
consulting with the United States’
closest and most influential ally in the
Persian Gulf about how to respond to
Iran’s disputed nuclear program.

U.S. officials said Gates would discuss
shared concerns over Iran’s nuclear in-
tentions and ballistic missile program
during meetings with Saudi King Ab-
dullah and senior leaders.

Gates arrived in the Saudi capital after
three days in Afghanistan. He nearly
crossed paths with Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who was in
Kabul on Wednesday for meetings
with many of the same leaders Gates
had just seen.

Gates accused Iran of “playing a double
game” in Afghanistan, and working to
undermine the security U.S. forces are
trying to help build.

Afghanistan is just one of the places
where the United States has a proxy
fight with Iran, and the confronta-
tion appears to be getting nastier. The
Obama administration has all but writ-
ten off hopes for a diplomatic opening
with Iran after three decades of enmity.

Last week, the top American com-
mander in the Middle East, Gen. David
Petraeus, said Iran had gone from be-
ing a “theocracy to a thugocracy” in its
crackdown on a reform movement fol-
lowing last year’s elections.

The predominantly Sunni Arab Middle
East — and Gulf nations in particular
— have been wary of the growing in-
fluence of Shiite Iran, and Saudi Arabia
has long warned of the potential for a
nuclear arms race in the Gulf region if
Iran gained the bomb. Saudi Arabia and
other Sunni states see Iran’s expanding
missile capability as an even more im-
mediate threat.

The U.S. military is trying to reassure

Gulf allies by buttressing its defense
systems with upgraded Patriot missiles
on land and more U.S. Navy ships capa-
ble of destroying missiles in flight.

The Patriot missile systems, which
originally were deployed in the region
to shoot down aircraft, have now been
upgraded to hit missiles in flight.

Petraeus revealed in January that the
U.S. now has eight Patriot missile bat-
teries stationed in the Gulf region —
two each in four countries. He did not
name the countries, but a military offi-
cial told The Associated Press that they
are Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Qatar. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity because
some aspects of the defensive strategy
are classified.

Iran has missiles with ranges of more
than 1,250 miles, capable of striking Is-
rael or U.S. bases in the region. Iranian
missiles could also hit near neighbors
such as Saudi Arabia, although Iran de-
nies any such intent.

The United States and its Western al-
lies have been pushing for a fourth
round of U.N. sanctions against Iran
over its nuclear program, especially
because it refuses to freeze its uranium
enrichment program and due to be-
lated revelations that it was building a
secret, fortified plant.

But Russia and China are skeptical
about any new U.N. penalties. Recent
meetings have not resulted in any
agreements on sanctions.

China, which has extensive trade ties
with oil giant Iran, traditionally oppos-
es sanctions but went along with three
earlier rounds of limited sanctions.

On Tuesday, Iran urged China to resist
pressure to vote for sanctions.

AP National Security Writer Robert
Burns contributed to this report.
( Source Associated Press)

Shell stops selling
gasoline to Iran

AMSTERDAM — Royal Dutch Shell
Plc said Wednesday it has stopped
selling gasoline to Iran, the latest
company to cease business with a
country that is increasingly targeted
by U.S.-encouraged sanctions.

“We do not currently sell any gasoline
to Iran,” said Rayiner Winzenried, a
Shell spokesman in The Hague.

He declined to say when the sales to
Tehran were halted or to relate the
move to the call for tighter sanctions.
Reports say the Dutch-Swiss traders
Vitol Holding BV and Trafigura also
have halted sales to Iran, as has Glen-
core International AG, another Swiss-
based commodities trader.

The United States and its Western
allies have been pushing for another
round of U.N. sanctions to punish
Iran for its refusal to freeze its ura-
nium enrichment program.

Iran also angered the West when it
delayed revelations that it was build-
ing a secret fortified plant as part of its
nuclear program, which Tehran says
is designed for peaceful purposes.

European firm to invest
$3.6b in Iran gas field

Iran has finalized technical and financial

terms with an Eastern European company
on a contract worth $3.6 billion to devel-
op Lavan gas field, southern Iran, the head
of Iranian Offshore Oil Company stated,
without giving further detail on the com-
pany. The Mehr News Agency quoted
Mahmoud Zirakchianzadeh as saying that
IOOC has reached an agreement with a
European firm which has prepared the
Master Development Plan of the Lavan
gas field.
The Lavan gas field aims at producing 4
million tons of liquefied natural gas (LNG)
and 600 million cubic feet of gas per year.
""The European company has received a
state permit to participate in the project in
Iran,"" he said. The Lavan gas field, which
was discovered in 2003, has in-place gas
reserves of around 12 trillion cubic feet.
Turning gas into LNG for export purposes
was the main objective in developing the
Lavan gas field.
Iran has the world's second-largest re-
serves of natural gas (roughly 15 percent
of the world's total) next to Russia. It
contains an estimated 974 trillion cubic
feet (Tcf) in proven natural gas reserves.
About 62 percent of these reserves are lo-
cated in non-associated fields
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Gates keeps up pressure on
Iran with Persian Gulf visit

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — U.S.
Defense Secretary Robert Gates
was keeping up the pressure on
Iran on Wednesday, consulting
with the United States’ closest
and most influential ally in the
Persian Gulf about how to re-
spond to Iran’s disputed nuclear
program.

U.S. officials said Gates would dis-
cuss shared concerns over Iran’s
nuclear intentions and ballistic
missile program during meetings
with Saudi King Abdullah and
senior leaders.

Gates arrived in the Saudi capital
after three days in Afghanistan.
He nearly crossed paths with
Iranian President Mahmoud Ah-

madinejad, who was in Kabul on
Wednesday for meetings with
many of the same leaders Gates
had just seen.

Gates accused Iran of “playing a
double game” in Afghanistan, and
working to undermine the secu-
rity U.S. forces are trying to help
build.

Afghanistan is just one of the
places where the United States
has a proxy fight with Iran, and
the confrontation appears to be
getting nastier. The Obama ad-
ministration has all but written
off hopes for a diplomatic open-
ing with Iran after three decades
of enmity. >> Page 3

Iranian, Italian scholars discuss
methods to restore Pasargadae

A team of Iranian and Italian
experts attended a conference
last week to discuss methods
to restore Pasargadae in Iran’s
southern province of Fars.

Experts from the Italian Min-
istry for Cultural Heritage
and Activities participated in
the conference, which was
organized by Iran’s Parsa and
Pasargadae Research Center,

the Persian service of CHN re-
ported on Tuesday.

Italian experts are old hands at
the restoration of ancient sites
built from stone.

Istituto Italiano per il Medio
ed Estremo Oriente -- ISMEO
conducted many restoration
and excavation projects at
Pasargadae and >> Page 4

Esteqlal

On Match Day 2 of Asian Football Con-
federation Champions League Esteqlal
held to a goalless draw against Al-Jazira
at Tehran’s Azadi Stadium on Tuesday.
The two sides had many good scoring
chances in the two halves to net a goal
but their strikers were unable to net a
goal.

In another game of Match Day 2 of AFC
Champions League, Sepahan will host Al-
Ain.

In Group C of the tournament Pakhtakor
of Uzbekistan is on top of the table with
3 points and is followed by Al-Shabab of
Saudi Arabia and Sephan. Al-Ain with no
point is at the bottom of the table.
Sepahan, the runner-up in 2007, will try
to claim their first win when they host
United Arab Emirates club at Isfahan’s
Foulad Shahr Stadium.

The two sides will be meeting for the fifth
time in the AFC Champions...
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