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10 Harlev Street
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Telephone: +44 20 8202 1836
Mobile: +44 790 333 T498
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Trouble with your relationship?

e
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Divorce is not always easy to consider

CALL US 07949 54 64 34

Jan)
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Call us today - You deserve a happier life!
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Zob Ahan 3-0
Bunyodkor

AFC - Esfahan: Two goals of the highest

quality helped Zob Ahan stun Uzbekistan’s
Bunyodkor 3-0 at the Foolad Shahr Stadium
as the Iranians took over top spot in AFC
Champions League Group B.
Mohammed Hosseini gave the hosts the lead
in the 36th minute with a fine volley before
Mohammad Ghazi found the back of the net
with a superb 30-yard strike seven minutes
into the second half.

A clinical finish from Mohammad Khalat-
bari 10 minutes from time put the seal on a
deserved victory for Zob Ahan over a sub-
dued Bunyodkor outfit.

The first-half proved a dour affair with
the first shot on target coming in the 19th
minute when Zob Ahan gave the ball away
in midfield and Denilson was played in
down the right but his shot was beaten away
at the near post by Shahab Gordan.

The game came to life nine minutes before
half-time, though, when the hosts took the
lead in excellent fashion.

A clever ball inside the full-back set Hassan
Ashjari away down the left and he stood up
an inch-perfect ball to the back post where
Hosseini cushioned a side-foot volley into
the roof of the net from six yards.

Anvarjon Soliev volleyed over as Bunyod-
kor looked for an instant response and Serv-
er Djeparov saw a low attempt flash beyond
the far post two minutes before the break as
Zob Ahan went in at half-time one goal to
the good.

They then doubled their lead in breathtak-
ing fashion in the 52nd minute. Ashjari’s
throw found Ghazi and the forward took a
couple of touches, strode forward and un-
leashed a 30-yard rocket that gave Bunyod-
kor goalkeeper Ignatiy Nesterov no chance
as it dipped into the top corner.

Ashjari created another chance for Igor
Castro six minutes later but Nesterov got
down well at his near post to keep out the
forward’s header.

The Bunyodkor keeper pulled off another
smart save to repel Ashjari’s low free-kick
from 20 yards that had fizzed through the
wall.

However, the home side added a third goal
in the 80th minute to put the result beyond
doubt when Ghasem Hadadifar’s smart ball
inside set Khalatbari clear and after the
striker had let the ball run across his body,
buried a finish past Nesterov and into the
bottom corner from 12 yards.

There was still time for Mohammad Man-
souri to stab wide from six yards as Zob
Ahan completed a comfortable victory.

Esteghlal 3-0 Al Gharafa

Esteghlal dominated the first-half and
went ahead after just 12 minutes when
Majidi beat keeper Abdulla Abdulaziz
having been sent clear by Seyed Salehi
before the duo combined again early
in the second-half to double the hosts’
lead.

Pejman Montazeri then powered in
a late header to put the result beyond
doubt.

Esteghlal served a warning of things
to come as Majidi delivered a cross for
Siavash Akbarpour to head wide of the
right-hand post.

The hosts took the lead soon after,
though, when Salehi’s defence-split-
ting pass put Majidi clean through and
he beat Abdulaziz with a consummate
finish.

Al Gharafa had a chance in the 33rd

minute when a deflected free-kick
landed at the feet of Mirghani Al Zain
but the forward missed the target.

Majidi again found himself in a one-
on-one situation with Abdulaziz five
minutes before the break but this time,
his tame effort was comfortably col-
lected by the keeper.

The second-half saw a much more de-
termined Al Gharafa outfit emerge to
try and restore parity but left them-
selves open to the counter attack and
Esteghlal exploited the weakness with
ruthless efficiency in the 54th minute
when Majidi latched onto Saleh’s long
ball over the top before flicking it over
the advancing keeper.

Al Gharafa searched for a way back
into the game and had an opportunity
to pull a goal back in the 65th minute
when Otman El Assas wriggled through

the home defence but blasted over be-
fore the same player set up Al Zain but
he fired straight at keeper Mohammad
Mohammadi.

Esteghlal then sealed the points in the
79th minute when Khosro Heydari
swung in a free-kick and Montazeri
out-jumped his marker to head home
inside Abdulaziz’s near post from eight
yards out.

Majidi then wasted a glorious chance
to complete his hat-trick in the dying
minutes when Mohsen Yousefi found
space down the left and his delightful
angled low ball across the face of the
six-yard box was skied horribly over
the bar by the striker at the back post.

It mattered little though as Esteghlal
completed a comfortable victory that
saw them leapfrog their opponents to
the top of Group A.

Iranian-American
Ali Farokhmanesh
lights up NCAA
Tournament

Farokhmanesh was top scorer of
the game with 16 points, including
four converted 3-point shots and
the last points for Northern Iowa.
Leading by one point in the final 34
seconds with the shot clock still at
30, Farokhmanesh took a risk when
he was wide open and unchallenged
for a 3 and gave the Panthers a 4
point lead with only 24 seconds
left. He later converted 2 more free

throws to finish the game with 16
points.

Stiff defense, good rebounding,
great teamwork and great conver-
sion from the three point line in
the first half were the reason for a
half time lead of 36-28 for North-
ern Jowa. Kansas came back into
the game and had the lead cut to
only 1 point in the final minute and
it looked like the tide was chang-
ing, but then Farokhmanesh came
up with the shot that is already in
the history books of his college and
probably already NCAA Tourna-
ment history.

Ali Farokhmanesh grew up in

Iowa and his father Mashallah
Farokhmanesh is a former Iranian
Volleyball national team player.
Short in size at only 6-0 and 1901bs,
he makes it up with great shooting,
defense and heart. Overall, North-
ern lowa’s team performance was
so far one of the most impressing
in the tournament and it is the first
time since a certain Larry Bird took
his team from the Indiana State
University to the Final Four that a
team from the less fancied Missou-
ri Valley Conference plays in the
Sweet Sixteen of the Tournament.
Northern Iowa will face the winner
between Maryland and Michigan
State for a place in the Elite Eight.




Persian Weekly |Friday 26 March 2010

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk

Tell us what

IRANICA

you think

Contact: 02084554203

The origins of
NOROOZ

In harmony with the rebirth of nature, the Iranian
New Year Celebration, or NOROOZ, always begins
on the first day of spring. Nowruz ceremonies are

“Farvardgan” which lasted ten days, and took place
at the end of the solar year. It appears that this was a
festival of sorrow and mourning, signifying the end
of life while the festival of NoRuz, at the beginning
of spring signified rebirth, and was a time of great joy
and celebration.

In harmony with the rebirth of nature, the Iranian
New Year Celebration, or NOROOZ, always begins
on the first day of spring. Nowruz ceremonies are
symbolic representations of two ancient concepts -
the End and the Rebirth; or Good and Evil. A few
weeks before the New Year, Iranians clean and re-
arrange their homes. They make new clothes, bake

symbolic representations of two ancient concepts -
the End and the Rebirth; or Good and Evil. A few
weeks before the New Year, Iranians clean and re-
arrange their homes. They make new clothes, bake
pastries and germinate seeds as sign of renewal. The
ceremonial cloth is set up in each household. Trouba-
dours, referred to as Haji Firuz, disguise themselves
with makeup and wear brightly colored outfits of
satin. These Haji Firuz, singing and dancing, parade
as a carnival through the streets with tambourines,
kettle drums, and trumpets to spread good cheer and
the news of the coming new year.

The origins of NoRuz are unknown, but they go back
several thousand years predating the Achaemenian
Dynasty. The ancient Iranians had a festival called

pastries and germinate seeds as sign of renewal. The
ceremonial cloth is set up in each household. Trouba-
dours, referred to as Haji Firuz, disguise themselves
with makeup and wear brightly colored outfits of
satin. These Haji Firuz, singing and dancing, parade
as a carnival through the streets with tambourines,
kettle drums, and trumpets to spread good cheer and
the news of the coming new year.

The origins of NoRuz are unknown, but they go back
several thousand years predating the Achaemenian
Dynasty. The ancient Iranians had a festival called
“Farvardgan” which lasted ten days, and took place
at the end of the solar year. It appears that this was a
festival of sorrow and mourning, signifying the end
of life while the festival of NoRuz, at the beginning
of spring signified rebirth, and was a time of great joy

and celebration.

The other ancient symbolic representation of NoRuz
is based around the idea of the triumph of good over
evil. According to the Shah-nameh (The Book of
Kings), the national Iranian epic by Ferdowsi, NoRuz
came into being during the reign of the mythical
King Jamshid; when he defeated the evil demons
(divs) seizing their treasures, becoming master of
everything but the heavens and bringing prosperity
to his people. To reach the heavens, Jamshid ordered
a throne to be built with the jewels he had captured.
He then sat on the throne and commanded the de-
mons to lift him up into the sky. When the sun’s
rays hit the throne, the sky was illuminated with
a multitude of colours. The people were amazed at
the King’s power and they showered him with even
more jewels and treasures. This day of great celebra-
tion was named NoRuz, and was recognised as the
first day of the year.

Haft-Sin

A ceremonial table called Sofreh-e Haft Sin (cloth of
seven dishes), name of each dish beginning with the
Persian letter Sinn.

A few days prior to the New Year, a special cover is

Persian household. This ceremonial table is called
cloth of seven dishes, (each one beginning with the
Persian letter cinn). The number seven has been sa-
cred in Iran since the ancient times, and the seven
dishes stand for the seven angelic heralds of life-
rebirth, health, happiness, prosperity, joy, patience,
and beauty.

The symbolic dishes consist of:

Sabzeh or sprouts, usually wheat or lentil represent-
ing rebirth.

Samanu is a pudding in which common wheat
sprouts are transformed and given new life as a
sweet, creamy pudding and represents the ultimate
sophistication of Persian cooking.

Seeb means apple and represents health and beauty.
Senjed the sweet, dry fruit of the Lotus tree, repre-
sents love. It has been said that when lotus tree is in
full bloom, its fragrance and its fruit make people fall
in love and become oblivious to all else.

Seer which is garlic in Persian, represents medicine.
Somagq sumac berries, represent the color of sunrise;
with the appearance of the sun Good conquers Evil.
Serkeh or vinegar, represents age and patience.

To reconfirm all hopes and wishes expressed by the
traditional foods, other elements and symbols are
also on the sofreh):

a few coins placed on the sofreh represent prosperity
and wealth;

a basket of painted eggs represents fertility;

a Seville orange floating in a bowl of water repre-
sents the earth floating in space;

a goldfish in a bowl represents life and the end of
astral year-picas;

a flask of rose water known for its magical cleansing
power, is also included on the tablecloth;

Nearby is a brazier for burning wild rue ,a sacred
herb whose smoldering fumes ward off evil spirits;
A pot of flowering hyacinth or narcissus is also set
on the sofreh;

A mirror which represents the images and reflections
of Creation as we celebrate anew the ancient Persian
traditions and beliefs that creation took place on the
first day of spring.

On either side of the mirror are two candlesticks
holding a flickering candle for each child in the fam-
ily. The candles represent enlightenment and hap-
piness;
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British Museum congratulates
Norouz

Iranians on

——

London, March 22, -

To celebrate the 2010 Persian New,
The British Museum has joined forces
with the charity Magic of Persia for a
weekend of workshops and activities
aimed at re-educating children about
the rich and diverse cultural traditions
and heritage of Iran. On the weekend
of the 20th and 21st of March, events
including games, arts and crafts, per-
formances of Iranian music and dance
will be organised for families and
young people.

A senior British Museum official has
congratulated Iranians on the New
Iranian Year known as Norouz, high-
lighting the historical and cultural sig-
nificance of this “ancient festival”.

John Curtis, the British Museum’s
Middle East Keeper, also told on the
occasion of the new Iranian year that
Norouz is a world-renowned festival
which has been designated as an In-

ternational Day.

United Nations Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon issued a statement last week,
designating Norouz as an Internation-
al Day to “promote harmony with the
natural world and foster global peace
and goodwill”.

“We are pleased to learn that Norouz
has been designated as an Internation-
al Day by the United Nations,” Curtis
said, adding that the British Museum
has attributed “great importance” to
the traditional festival for several years
by hosting events on the auspicious
occasion of the New Iranian Year.

He said celebrating Norouz has been
part of the British Museum’s strategy
to “promote interest in Ancient Persia
and Iranian culture”.

“... as also demonstrated by the hold-
ing of two major exhibitions on Iran,
namely ‘Forgotten Empire’ and ‘Shah
Abbas’...it is gratifying that the signifi-

cance of this ancient festival has now
been recognised all around the world.”

The United Nations General Assem-
bly passed a resolution on 23 February
to recognise the International Day of
Norouz.

In his statement, Ban said there is evi-
dence of a “growing global awareness
of the holiday’s significance not only
in the regions where it is celebrated
but around the world.”

“For millennia, when the sun crosses
the equator and the northern hemi-
sphere enters spring, peoples in the
Balkans, the Black Sea Basin, the Cau-
casus, Central Asia, the Middle East
and other regions have carried out
their own special traditions in cele-
bration of Norouz. These rituals, from
repainting homes to visiting friends to
preparing symbolic meals, are infused
with a spirit of renewal and can in-
spire not only those conducting them
but all people.”

The International Day of Norouz has
been also recognised as a day to “pro-
mote harmony with the natural world
and foster global peace and goodwill.”

Iranians celebrate Norouz, literally
means the New Day, on the first day
of spring to mark the beginning of the
year in the Iranian calendar.

Norouz is traditionally a public holi-
day in Iran in which families pay trib-
ute to relatives and friends by visiting
them.

They also put on new clothes, clean
houses, plant flowers, paint eggs and
prepare symbolic meals to celebrate
the ancient tradition.

The arts have always proved to be an
effective way of engaging with young
people, and the creativity that lies at
the heart of these events helps to gen-
erate enthusiasm for both ancient and
modern Persian culture. The event is
free and open to families of all nation-
alities and religions. As well as help-
ing children to identify with Iranian
culture, the workshops also aim to
alleviate stereotypes, which can be
formed all too easily as a result of the
current political climate, and finally to
provide a platform for the burgeoning

Persian art scene.

Magic of Persia is a non-profit, non-
political charity whose principal ob-
jective is to educate young people
about the unique and significant con-
tribution of Persian culture to society.
The charity was founded by Shirley
Elghanian, an Iranian woman liv-
ing in London, who realised that her
children had very limited knowledge
about Persian culture and tradition.
Conscious of the fact that heritage is a
fundamental part of a person’s identi-
ty; Shirley sought a means of enhanc-
ing young people’s cultural awareness.
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Top art and culture stories of
Iranian calendar year 1388
(March 21, 2009-March 20, 2010)

The Iranian calendar year 1388 (March 21, 2009 to
March 20, 2010) is approaching its last days, leaving
us with memories of good and bad events. One more
year passed by, and we retain only the happy memo-
ries of individuals who are no longer with us. Many
artists, photographers, actors, and filmmakers passed
away and left us amidst our tears and sorrows.

* Only one month had passed by in the New Year
when on April 25 the songwriter of “Fire Remaining
from the Caravan,” Bijan Taraqqi, died at his home at
age 80. Taraqqi had been suffering from respiratory
disease and arthritis for a long time.

Taraqqi’s other poetry collections are “A Window
to Garden”, “Fire Remaining from the Caravan” and

“Behind the Walls of Memories”.

*Scholar and translator Reza Seyyed-Hosseini died at
the Iranmehr Hospital on May 1. He was 83. He had
translated works by Albert Camus, Andre Malraux,
Jean-Paul Sartre and Marguerite Duras from French
into Persian. Reza Seyyed-Hosseini was chosen as
Iran’s 2001 eternal figure in the field of translation.

* Stage and screen actress Parvin Soleimani died at
her home on June 1. She was 87. Soleimani played
in several TV films and series like “Noruz Vacation,”
“Auntie Sara,” “School of Grandmas” and “Filthy
Thought”.

* On July 9, Iranian children’s book author Mehdi
Azar Yazdi, who was mainly known for his “Good
Stories for Good Children,” passed away of lung sep-
sis at Tehran’s Atieh Hospital.

“Good Stories for Good Children” won a UNESCO
prize in 1966 and was selected as Iran’s best book of
the year in 1967. His book “Adam” was chosen as
Iran’s best book of the year in 1968.

* Stage and screen actress Farrokhlaga Hushmand
died on July 13. She was 81 and had been suffering
from brain damage for months. Actress Hushmand
played in over 60 films and TV series, but achieved
fame playing the role of Naneh-Aqa, Samad’s mother
in a TV series that was extremely popular in its time).

*On July 17, Mehr News Agency and Tehran Times
English Daily lost its photojournalist Mojtaba Takin,
his wife and his daughter in a tragic car crash on As-
tara-Tehran road.

Takin, 40, who was known for his calm manner and
patience, had won several prizes in Iranian and in-
ternational photography competitions.

* Filmmaker Seifollah Daad, credited for his famous
hit “The Survivor”, a drama about a Palestinian
woman, died at 54 on July 28.

Daad was the former deputy culture minister for cin-
ematic affairs in the mid-1990s. He had also headed
the House of Cinema for two years. In 1996, he es-
tablished the Iran Cinema Celebration which gave a
new look to the Fajr film festival.

* Iran lost one of its pioneers of Iranian modern art,
Behjat Sadr on August 11. Behjat died of heart attack
at 85 in an island in the south of France.

She was the first female contemporary painter to be
considered on the same level as her male colleagues
in Iran. Some experts believed that she had the most
complete understanding of modern art.

* Santur virtuoso Parviz Meshkatian passed away on
September 21. He died of heart failure at his home in
Tehran and was only 54 years old. It is still hard

to believe.

Meshkatian was the leader of the Aref Ensemble,
which did its last concert tour of Iran in November
2007.

* Muezzin Hossein Sobhdel died of lung disease at
his home in Tehran on November 4. He was famous
for his composition “Khomeini, O Imam”, a famous

song praising the late Imam Khomeini that was per-
formed during the early days of Iran’s 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

Sobhdel’s azan is compared with Rahim Moazzen-
zadeh Ardebili’s azan, considered to be Iran’s most
popular.

* Director Masud Rasam died of leukemia on No-
vember 1 at Tehran’s Laleh Hospital. He was 52. He
directed several popular TV series including “The
Green House”, “The Couples” and “The Red Pearl]”.

* Filmmaker Amir Qavidel died at 62 here in a Te-
hran hospital on November 8. He had been suf-
fering from liver disorders for several months. He
was the director of several movies among which
were “Rokhsareh”, “Galan”, “Train”, “Mirza Kuchak
Khan”, “Foggy Port” and “Bloody Rice”.

* Actor of cinema and stage Jamshid Layeq died on
November 12 at age 78. He was hospitalized his last
week in a Tehran hospital, suffering from heart and
respiratory disorders.

He was mostly known for his remarkable perform-
ances in the “Sultan and the Shepherd” TV series.

* Veteran poet of Sacred Defense Mahmud Shahrokhi
died at 82 in a Tehran hospital on November 15. He
was suffering from gastroenteritis that led to heart
failure after surgery.

Shahrokhi chose the pen name Jazbeh for himself.
“In the Mist of Caravan”, “Pain of Anemone”, “Mani-
festation of Love” and “Sweet Odor of Garden of
Wisdom” are among his credits.

* Actress and film dubber Niku Kheradmand died
on November 17 in a Tehran hospital. She was 77.
Kheradmand was suffering in the aftermath of a
heart attack she experienced several months prior.
Her remarkable role in the TV series “Thieves of the
Grandmother” will never be forgotten.

* Renowned musician and santur virtuoso Master
Faramarz Payvar died on December 9. He was 77.
Payvar had a stroke eleven years ago and was not
able to continue his career afterwards. Payvar be-
gan his musical career by studying with renowned
Iranian musician Abolhassan Saba (1902-1957). He
studied the Radif repertory and played the santur
with Saba for eight years before he graduated from
his mastership class.

*On January 15, veteran photographer Bahman Jalali
died at 65 in Tehran. He was mostly famous for the
photos he reproduced on the Qajar era. A number of
his works in this genre were published in his book
“The Revealed Treasure”.

* Veteran musician Ali-Akbar Mehdipur Dehkordi,
known for his haunting melody played at the turn
of the Iranian year, died of heart failure in his home-
town on February 15. He was 75.

He was most famous for playing the sorna, a wind
instrument resembling a bugle. For the past three
decades, the melody, which he played and recorded
about 24 years ago, has been broadcast on Iran’s na-
tional TV and radio channels at the time of the New
Year.

* And it was only a few days ago on March 9 when
Iranian photographer Kurosh Seyyed-Abutaleb
Emam, who was mostly known for his photos tak-
en at the warfronts of the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war,
passed away at Tehran’s Naft Hospital. He was only
55 years old..
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UK Foreign Secretary David
Miliband issues Iran message

T

| |

UK Foreign Secretary David Mili-
band has said he hopes Iranians will
be able to freely express their own

aspirations in the next 12 months.

His call came in a message to mark
the Iranian New Year this weekend.

Mr Miliband said it was not a coded
message backing Iran’s opposition,
but an attempt to speak out against
the denial of “basic human rights”.

Meanwhile, US President Barack
Obama has said that Washington’s
offer of dialogue with Iran still
stands.

Itis the second time President Obama
has recorded a video message for the
festival of Nowruz, a 12-day holiday
celebrating the beginning of the New
Year on the Persian calendar.

Last year he became the first US lead-
er for decades to reach out directly to
Iran’s people and government, offer-
ing a “new beginning” in US-Iranian
relations.

The 2009 re-election of President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was dis-
puted by the defeated candidates,
prompting millions of Iranians to
take to the streets and demand a re-
run.

The BBC’s Tehran correspondent,
Jon Leyne - reporting from London -
said the Iranian government is likely

;-"

to read Mr Miliband’s message as a
coded message of support for the op-
position, or at least for the principles
they say they stand for.

But the foreign secretary denied that
he had issued a call for rebellion.

Mr Miliband told BBC Radio 4’s To-
day programme: “There is nothing
coded at all about my message.

“What I am saying is that the Iranian
people should be able to demonstrate,
to express their views in an open
way without fearing being beaten,
imprisoned, shot in the streets or, in
some cases, executed in show trials”.

Mr Miliband said it was “not about
the British government trying to
choose the government of Iran”,
which he said was “a matter for the
Iranian people”.

However, he said it was a “legitimate
matter of international concern” that
Iranians were unable to assert their
“basic human rights”.

The foreign secretary said it was
right to speak out about the denial of
human rights to the people of Iran by
a regime which he described as be-
ing “nervous” and “paranoid about its
future”.

(Source BBC)

Iran bails ex-president Rafsan-
jani’s grandson: prosecutor

TEHRAN — Iran has released on
bail a grandson of ex-president
turned opposition supporter Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani a day after his
arrest, Fars news agency reported on
Tuesday, quoting a judicial source.

“(Hassan) Lahouti, who was arrested
on Sunday morning on orders from
the judiciary on suspicion of com-
mitting some security crimes, was
released from prison after being
questioned and expressing remorse,”
Tehran prosecutor Abbas Jafari
Dolatabadi said.

The prosecutor added that Lahouti,
who was arrested on arrival from
London, was released on Monday af-
ter posting 73,000 dollars in bail and
that his case has been sent to court
for further investigation. He gave no
further details.

The opposition website Rahesabz.
net said that “insulting the supreme
leader (Aytollah Ali Khamenei) was
the reason behind Lahouti’s arrest.”

“Lahouti, during one of his tel-
ephone conversations from Lon-
don that was listened to by security
forces, had criticised Khamenei,” the
website said.

“According to the authorities, the
words used in the call constituted an
insult to the leader,” it added.

Insulting top Iranian officials can in-
cur a jail sentence.

Rafsanjani, who served for two
terms between 1989 and 1997, has
been heavily criticised by hardlin-
ers for his support of the defeated
opposition candidate Mir Hossein
Mousavi in his challenge to Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

Rafsanjani heads two powerful insti-
tutions in the Islamic republic, the
Assembly of Experts, which has the
power to supervise and replace the
supreme leader, and the arbitration
body, the Expediency Council.

Iranian security serves cracked
down on hundreds of thousands of
opposition supporters who took to
the streets after Ahmadinejad’s re-
election, protesting that the poll was
massively rigged.

The courts have sentenced several
top reformists and political activists
to varying jail terms after convicting
them of acting against the regime.

Several detainees have been released
on bail in recent weeks, but 10 pro-
testers charged with taking part in
the post-election unrest have been
sentenced to death, according to
news reports. (AFP)
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China agrees to discuss
new Iran sanctions

UNITED NATIONS — China agreed to
discuss possible new sanctions against
Iran for the first time during talks with
key nations trying to get the Iranians to
return to negotiations on the country’s
nuclear program, Britain’s U.N. ambas-
sador said Wednesday.

Ambassador Mark Lyall Grant said sen-
ior diplomats from the six nations —
the U.S., Russia, China, Britain, France
and Germany — held a conference call
Wednesday on a proposal for a fourth
round of sanctions, which the United
States circulated in January.

China has not responded to the pro-
posal. But Lyall Grant said that during
Wednesday’s call, “my understanding
is that they have agreed to engage sub-
stantively.”

He said the six political directors “have
agreed that they will have a further dis-
cussion of possible measures early next
week.”

China, which relies on Iran for much of
its energy, traditionally opposes sanc-
tions, but it went along with the first
three sanctions resolutions.

It has been skeptical of the need for a
fourth round of sanctions, which West-
ern powers are seeking to pressure Iran
to suspend its uranium enrichment
program. The International Atomic
Energy Agency reported recently that
said Tehran may be making nuclear
bombs.

According to well-informed U.N. dip-
lomats, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity because the discussions are tak-
ing place among capitals, the proposed
new sanctions would target Iran’s pow-
erful Revolutionary Guard and toughen
existing measures against its shipping,
banking and insurance sectors.

When China’s new U.N. Ambassador

Li Baodong was asked about the con-
ference call and whether China is ready
to engage in talks on possible new sanc-
tions, he replied “very good question.”
But he sidestepped a direct answer.

He reiterated China’s “firm commit-
ment” to preventing the spread of nu-
clear weapons, adding that this is “very
important to maintain stability and
peace in the Middle East.”

“Forthright solutions should be found
through peace talks and negotiations,”
Li said. “For a long time China has been
advocate of these talks. Now we are
working along with other members,
along with (the) international commu-
nity, to find a peaceful solution to this
issue.”

One problem in getting Beijing to en-
gage has been China’s recent diplo-
matic shake up. The Foreign Ministry
moved its political director to Geneva,
transferred Li Baodong from Geneva to
the U.N., and moved China’s UN. Am-
bassador Zhang Yesui to Washington.

Lyall Grant said “my understanding is
that the Chinese official who will now
lead on the Iran dossier” is China’s
former deputy U.N. ambassador Liu
Zhenmin, who just returned to Beijing.

Earlier this month, Liu told the U.N. Se-
curity Council that Beijing remains in
favor of addressing the Iranian nuclear
issue through “the dual-track strategy”
of diplomatic engagement and pressure
through sanctions — a comment which
U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice called “im-
portant.”

State Department spokesman Mark
Toner, speaking to reporters in Wash-
ington, said that during Wednesday’s
call “all parties reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the dual-track approach.”

“But again, this is going to be a long
process and there’s going to be ongoing
consultations as we move forward,” he
said.

Both China and Russia have repeatedly
said they believe there is still room for
negotiations with Iran, which insists
its nuclear program is aimed solely at
producing nuclear energy and is purely
peaceful.

Russia’s Interfax agency quoted Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov as
saying after the call that the six coun-
tries “stated that the search for a solu-
tion through diplomatic efforts does
not and cannot have any alternative.”
(Source AFP)

Six key powers
hold conference
call on Iran:
diplomat

Senior officials of six major powers on
Wednesday held a conference call on
proposed new UN sanctions against
Iran over its suspect nuclear program,
Britain’s UN envoy said.

Ambassador Mark Lyall Grant told re-
porters that foreign ministry political
directors of the six held a conference
call in capitals and “have agreed they
will have further discussions of pos-
sible measures (sanctions) early next
week.”

China, who for weeks stalled on hold-
ing such discussions, took part in the
call with senior officials of Britain,
France, Germany, Russia and the
United States.

Lyall Grant revealed that the Chinese
official assigned to the political direc-
tors’ exchanges was Liu Zhenmin,
who until recently was China’s depu-
ty UN ambassador here.

Asked whether this signaled a will-
ingness by Beijing to engage substan-
tively in bargaining over a fourth
round of sanctions against the Islamic
Republic, the British envoy said: “my
understanding is that they (the Chi-
nese) have agreed to engage substan-
tively.”

Earlier Wednesday, China’s new UN
Ambassador Li Baodong would only
say that his country, which maintains
close energy and economic ties with
Tehran, has always advocated diplo-
macy and was “working with other
members to find a peaceful solution.”
Lyall Grant said it was too soon to say
when a new sanctions draft resolu-
tion would be brought before the full
15-member council.

“The resolution will be brought to the
council when it is ready,” he said.
Mark Toner, a State Department
spokesman, said the conference call
was part of “a regular consultation”
with US partners about “the impor-
tance of holding Iran accountable.”
He added: “We’re in the midst of dis-
cussing next steps, and that’s going to
take some time.”

The Security Council already has
slapped three rounds of sanctions on
the Islamic Republic over its refusal
to halt uranium enrichment, which
the West and Israel view as a cover to
build nuclear weapons.

Iran denies the charges and main-
tains that its nuclear program is solely
geared toward electricity generation
for its growing population.

The new sanctions proposed by
Western powers would target Iran’s
powerful Revolutionary Guards who
oversee the country’s nuclear and bal-
listic missile programs.
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BRITISH MUSEUM
CONGRATULATES
ON IRANIAN NEW

YEAR

London, March 22, - Persian Weekly

To celebrate the 2010 Persian New,
The British Museum has joined
forces with the charity Magic of
Persia for a weekend of workshops
and activities aimed at re-educating
children about the rich and diverse
cultural traditions and heritage of
Iran. On the weekend of the 20th
and 21st of March, events including
games, arts and crafts, performanc-
es of Iranian music and dance will
be organised for families and young
people.

A senior British Museum official

has congratulated Iranians on the
New Iranian Year known as No-
rouz, highlighting the historical
and cultural significance of this
“ancient festival”.

John Curtis, the British Museum’s
Middle East Keeper, also told on the
occasion of the new Iranian year
that Norouz is a world-renowned
festival which has been designated
as an International Day.

United Nations Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon issued a statement
last week, designating Norouz as an
International Day to “promote har-
mony with the natural world and
foster global >> Page 6

China agrees to discuss | Esteghlal 3-0 Al Gharafa

new Iran sanctions

UNITED NATIONS — China
agreed to discuss possible new sanc-
tions against Iran for the first time
during talks with key nations trying
to get the Iranians to return to ne-
gotiations on the country’s nuclear

program, Britain’s U.N. ambassador
said Wednesday.

Ambassador Mark Lyall Grant said
senior diplomats from the six na-
tions — the U.S., Page 3

Esteghlal dominated the first-half and
went ahead after just 12 minutes when
Majidi beat keeper Abdulla Abdulaziz
having been sent clear by Seyed Salehi
before the duo combined again early
in the second-half to double the hosts’
lead.

Pejman Montazeri then powered in a
late header to put the result beyond

doubt.

Esteghlal served a warning of things
to come as Majidi delivered a cross for
Siavash Akbarpour to head wide of the
right-hand post.

The hosts took the lead soon after,
though, when Salehi’s defence-split-
ting pass put Majidi clean through and
he beat Abdulaziz with a consumma

Two Languages can be better than one!

To reach your Iranian audience, talk to “Persian Weekly” first!
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