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FIFA: We had to eliminate
Iran girls’ football team

FIFA stated in a letter to Iran Football Federa-
tion (IFF) that they had no choice but to disal-
low Iran girls’ football team from participating
in the 2010 Asian Youth Olympic Games.
FIFA banned the team because prevailing rules
prevented players from wearing an Islamic
headscarf.

The Asian Football Confederation said in a
statement on Monday, “FIFA decided that
wearing hijab (Islamic covering) is not in ac-
cordance with game regulations.”

FIFA General Secretary Jerome Valcke stated
in a letter to the Iran Football Federation,
“Taking into consideration the clear position
stated by (the Olympic committee of) Iran,
the FIFA executive committee had no choice
other than to decide that Iran will not be able
to participate.’

FIFA’s international rulebook contains a sec-
tion on players’ onfield equipment and attire.
One provision under Article 4 requires “Basic
compulsory equipment must not have any po-
litical, religious or personal statements.”

This is the second time within a year that the
issue of athletes donning hijab has cropped up
in Singapore.

Meanwhile, Chief Executive Officer of the
Blacktown District Soccer Football Association
Jack Taylor told 2UE Radio that he did not ex-
pect any Sydney football associations to com-
ply with the ruling if FIFA chose to impose it.
“I couldn’t see any association, certainly in
Sydney - and I know most of them - I can’t see
us implementing it,” he said.

He stated, “You can’t make political statements
... but I don’t see the hijab as a political state-
ment.” “What are they

[the FIFA] going to do?” he said

I10C backs FIFA in head
scarf dispute with Iran

LAUSANNE, Switzerland -- The IOC has
supported FIFA’s decision to bar Iran’s
girls soccer team from the Youth Olympic
Games in a dispute over players’ rights to
wear Islamic head scarves.

The International Olympic Committee said
governing bodies are responsible for estab-
lishing and applying their sport’s technical
rules.

FIFA’s decision “’is in line with the rules of
the game, which have been communicated
... to the Iranian Olympic Committee,” the
IOC said in a statement issued late Tuesday.
FIFA barred hijab scarves -- which protect
the modesty of Islamic girls and women --
in 2007 for safety reasons and to prevent
political or religious statements on the field.
Thailand will replace Iran in the girls’
tournament at the games, which are being
staged in Singapore Aug. 12-25.

Esteghlal held to a 1-1 draw in ACL

Iran’s Esteghlal held onto
the lead at the top of the
tightly congested Group A
table after rallying to earn
a 1-1 draw with Al Ghara-
fa in the AFC Champions
League on Wednesday.

Iraq striker Younis Mah-
moud had opened the scor-
ing at Al Gharafa Stadium
in first-half stoppage time
as the home side sought
revenge for last week’s 3-0
defeat in Tehran.

But Mehdi Seyed Salehi
struck for the visitors two
minutes before the hour
mark as Esteghlal remained
a point clear of Al Gharafa
with two games remaining
with Al Ahli just a further
point off the pace after

beating Al Jazira 2-0.

After just two minutes
Mahmoud tired his luck
from distance and was de-
nied by Esteghlal goalkeep-
er Mohammad Moham-
madi.

The visitors had the ball in
the Al Gharafa net after 12
minutes after midfielder Fa-
bio Januario broke through
home side’s defence, but
the strike was ruled out for
offside.

Al Gharafa midfielder
Juninho, who missed last
week’s defeat due to sus-
pension, drifted a free-kick
agonizingly past the Es-
teghlal upright two minutes
later as the early chances
continued to flow.

As the pace of the contest
slowed as the half pro-
gressed, Mahmoud was de-
nied by Mohammadi.

A minute before half-time
Januario blazed an effort
over the head of Al Gharafa
goalkeeper Qasem Burhan
and the crossbar.

But in stoppage time Mo-
hammadi failed to hold
Araujo’s shot and Mah-
moud took full advantage to
head home from close range
to break the deadlock.

Al Gharafa made a bright
start to the second half but
failed to convert a string of
chances into a second goal.
And two minutes before
the hour mark as Salehi
rose above the Al Gharafa

defence to head a chipped
cross from midfielder Khos-
ro Heydari past Burhan.
Burhan was called into ac-
tion to stop the visitors
completing the comeback
five minutes after the hour
mark as the Al Gharafa
goalkeeper turned away a
speculative strike from Es-
teghlal captain Farhad Ma-
jidi.

Mohammadi was called
into action to deny Mah-
moud soon after, but after a
flourish of goalmouth activ-
ity, both side’s appeared to
settle for a point in the clos-
ing stages.

(Source: AFC)

Peyrovani quits as
Iran Olympic foot-

ball coach

Gholamhossein

Asian Games.

Peyrovani, who has had a long-lasting
dispute with the Iranian football and
Olympic officials, ended his job on

Sunday.

“I don’t want to talk about my prob-
lems. I would rather resign right away
and never return to the team. I wish
them all the best,” Peyrovani said.

will be
held from November 12 to 27 in

The 16th Asian Games

Guangzhou, China

Peyrovani
company with Iran Olympic football
team way ahead of the Guangzhou

parted

Iranian teams to participate in Sitting
Volleyball Asia Cup

] &

Gostaresh Foolad of Tabriz and Dokhaniat will take part in the inaugural Sit-
ting Volleyball Asia Cup which will take place in Beijing from April 7 to 12.
The two Iranian teams will travel to Beijing on Monday.

Iran’s other representative Zob Ahan of Isfahan won the title of the third Sit-
ting Volleyball World Championships in Egypt’s Port Said two weeks ago.
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UNESCO to Grade
Qeshm Geopark

UNESCO will decide on the extension of Qeshm Ge-
opark’s membership on the Global Network of Ge-
oparks during on April 9-15 in the 4th International
Conference on Geoparks in Langkawi, Malaysia.

Announcing this, Mohammad Reza Qasemi, the direc-
tor of Qeshm Free Trade Zone Organization, told Mehr
News Agency that UNESCO’s inspectors visited Qeshm
Geopark a few days before the Iranian New Year (start-
ed March 21) to evaluate its condition.

The official noted that UNESCO’s inspectors grade

1,000 geoparks around the world and grant them facili-
ties.

Requirement

“If a geopark gets 1,000 points, its membership on the
Global Geopark Network will be extended,” he said.
Qasemi explained that when grading a geopark, inspec-
tors take indicators into consideration such as educat-
ing rural settlers about the geopark, printing brochures
and attending international meetings and conferences.
He noted that these inspectors consider Qeshm Ge-
opark as one of the most unique geoparks in the world
in terms of cultural and geological structure.

The official said Iranian experts will attend the 4th In-
ternational Geoparks Conference in Malaysia to present
articles and take part in a meeting that will decide the
grade of Qeshm Geopark.

Geoparks are evaluated every four years by UNESCO’s
experts and in case they meet the standards of the or-
ganization, their membership will be extended for the
next 4 years.

“Qeshm Geopark is the only geopark in the Middle
East,” Qasemi stressed, adding that 64 geoparks in the
world are currently members of the Global Network of
Geoparks.

Europe with 34 and China with 22 geoparks host the
most geoparks in the world.

] . o
e o

Characteristics

A Geopark is a nationally protected area containing a
number of geological heritage sites of particular impor-
tance, rarity or aesthetic appeal, with high historical
and cultural interest and huge biodiversity.

These Earth heritage sites are part of an integrated con-
cept of protection, education and sustainable develop-
ment.

Geoparks also provide the best venue for young people
to learn about nature. They can help promote tourism,
handicrafts, culture and history, in addition to creating
jobs.

Qeshm Geopark is located in the western part of Qeshm
Island and is one of the world’s largest salt cave. It is
6,000 meters long and has unique characteristics.

More than 30 hectares from the western part of Qeshm
Island was allocated for the construction of the geopark
in 2003.

Qeshm Geopark has many advantages for scientific
studies, particularly geology, zoology, botany and ar-
cheology.

Geoparks are also a good source of tourism and many
tourists are attracted to Qeshm Island for its geopark.
Qeshm Island

Qeshm Island is situated in the north of Hormuz Strait.
Qeshm city is located in the northeast of the island. Its
weather is hot and humid.

Known as “Altavileh” (long) island due to its long
length, the Touran tribal chief resided in Qeshm at the
time of Mongol invasion and tried to develop it, hence
he was known as Touranshah.

In 1507 AD, the Portuguese constructed important mil-
itary fortifications that remained till the reign of Shah
Abbas. In 1645 AD, the Dutch gathered an important
military force in the Persian Gulf and occupied Qeshm
Island under the pretext that Iran has not observed the
commercial treaty. But they left the island due to its
hot weather.

After the death of Nader Shah in 1747 AD, Iran’s domi-
nation over the Persian Gulf was weakened and Java-
sem Arab tribes conquered the island in 1760 AD.

In 1882 AD, Basaidou on Qeshm Island was chosen as
England’s naval base. The English colonialists also left
the island due to its hot weather.

After the Islamic Revolution in 1979 AD, Qeshm be-
came more important and was declared the second free
trade port of Iran in 1989. In 1990, the customs house
was established and it is one of the busiest commercial
and industrial regions in the Persian Gulf and Oman
sea. Subsequently, commercial exchanges with neigh-
boring states have also expanded considerably.

The traditions and customs of people on the islands of
Qeshm, Hormuz and Hengam are similar. They have
seldom been exposed to western and foreign cultures.
The people are generally patient, hospitable and friend-
ly. They are warm and have a high degree of solidarity.
They are strict Muslims and adhere to the principles of
Islam. Their ceremonies and religious events are influ-
enced by Islamic customs and traditions.

Local Food and Attractions

On Qeshm Island, fish, shrimp, mutton, beef, dates,
flour, sugar, oil and other food items are used to pre-
pare delicacies.

Some of the important natural, historical and religious
sites of Qeshm are:

Qeshm and Hengam islands, Portuguese Castle, Bibi
and Kharboz water reservoirs, Portuguese well, Old
City of Kharboz, Koolghan ancient hill, Balatal Dam,
Jame’ Mosque and pilgrimage sites of Bibi Maryam,
Shah Shahid, Sheikh Andar Abi and Seyyed Mozaffar.

Iran Warned
Against Cheetah
Transfe_l_‘

The endangered species of Persian cheetahs are distrib-
uted over Iran’s central deserts.

The International Union for Conservation of Nature
(TUCN) has warned that the transfer of the Persian chee-
tah from Iran to India could endanger the already threat-
ened species. According to Mehr News Agency, IUCN
has opposed an Indian proposal to bring a few Persian
cheetahs from Iran in return for a number of Asiatic lions
to Iran. Once a native of Iran, the Asiatic lion or the Per-
sian lion survives today only in the Gir Forest of Gujarat,
India. The Asiatic lions once ranged from the Mediter-
ranean to the northeastern parts of the Indian subconti-
nent, but excessive hunting, water pollution and decline
in natural prey reduced their habitat.

Persian cheetahs are distributed over Iran’s central
deserts and are not capable of expanding their territo-
ry. Therefore, their transfer could endanger the species,
Mehr quoted an IUCN official as saying.

“The Asiatic lions, on the other hand, are confined to Gir
Forest and their transfer to Iran could be useful,” he said.
The IUCN official, however, cautioned that no decision
could be made without a detailed study of whether the
Asiatic lion could adapt to its new habitat. Today, the
Persian cheetah, the Eurasian lynx and the Persian leop-
ard are the only remaining species of large cats in Iran
with the once common Caspian Tiger and the Persian
lion having already been driven to extinction.

SOS From Kashkan Bridge

The bridge of Kashkan is one of the most important his-
torical sites in Lorestan province, which is located 50 kil-
ometers south of Khorramabad on the way to Kouhdasht.
Urgent actions are needed to prevent any further damage
from widening cracks on the bridge. Announcing this,
Ali Jafar Mostafanejad, the head of Historical Bridges
Site, told IRNA that Kashkan Bridge is one of the largest
bridges in Iran and in the world. “The bridge is a symbol
of the magnificence and grandeur of Iranian arts and ar-
chitecture,” he said. Mostafanejad said the bridge dates
back to 1,000 years, adding that it is located on the road
linking Susa to Ecbatana, called “King Route” in ancient
times. Kashkan Bridge, which is 350 meters in length,
was built over a river with the same name.

The height of the bridge reaches up to over 25 meters
in its eastern part. The official noted that the bridge is
mainly made of carved stones, noting that they are all cut
in an artistic manner. “The bridge catches every visitor’s
eye and shines like a diamond in Lorestan province,”
he said. Mostafanejad also said that in recent years,
measures have been taken to renovate the bridge, in-
cluding reconstruction of one of the largest piles of the
bridge that helped save it from sudden collapse. Point-
ing to cracks on the bridge, Mostafanejad said that the
cracks are widening every day, hence urgent actions
are needed to prevent any further damage.
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“About Elly” to premiere in Italy

Iran’s award-winning film “About Elly” will go on screen publicly in Italy be-
ginning May 7.

The film, currently being shown in Belgium, will go on screen in Italy with
Italian dubbing from May 7, the film’s international distributer Nasrin Mirshab
told the Persian service of ISNA.

“About Elly” will compete at the 17th Titanic International Film Festival in
Budapest from April 8 to 18. After that, it will go on screen at the Funchal
International Film Festival from April 10 to 17 in Portugal.

The film will also be shown at the Cyprus International Film Festival, which
will be held from April 10 to 18, as well as the Happy Soul Festival, which will
be held from April 10 to 17 in Britain.

“About Elly” has won several international awards among which are the Silver
Bear for best director at the Berlinale 2009 and the Best Narrative Feature cat-
egory at the Tribeca Film Festival in 2009.

Starring Shahab Hosseini, Golshifteh Farahani, Mani Haqiqi, Saber Abar and
Merila Zarei, “About Elly” tells the story of middle class Iranians whose trip
to the Caspian Sea turns into a disaster as they try to maintain their social
customs.

Lotfi’'s Music Articles Published

A collection of articles by well-known Iranian ‘tar’ virtuoso Mohammad Reza Lotfi
has been released by Ava-ye Sheida publications.

According to IRNA, the book includes 14 specialized articles on music.
Introduction of Persian music system ‘Radif’, scientific definition of Persian music
and basic of playing tar, are among the topics covered in the book.

Lotfi is among the major figures who, in the past twenty years, have revolutionized
the Persian traditional music. His innovative approach of combining the classical
with folk elements, both in terms of music and technique, has injected a new vital-
ity into a very old tradition.

Lotfi, 63, is a Persian classical musician renowned for his mastery of tar and setar.
Encouraged by his elder brother, he learned to play the tar and showed his talent
by winning the first prize in Iran’s Young Musicians Festival in 1964.

He started his studies at Tehran’s National Conservatory under Habibollah Salehi
and Master Ali Akbar Shahnazi. While at the conservatory, he also studied west-
ern classical music and the violin which led to his collaboration with various or-
chestras under the direction of Hossein Dehlavi.

Abdollah Davami was also among his other eminent teachers from whom he
learned the Radif.

Between 1978 and 1980, Lotfi became the head of the School of Music at Tehran
University.

Lotfi has made numerous recordings with prominent Iranian musicians such as,
Mohammad Reza Shajarian, Shahram Nazeri and Hossein Alizadeh. He has also
performed widely throughout Asia, Europe, and North America.

Works of Iranian composer
to echo in St. Petersburg

O Sl Bl

Pieces created by the Iranian
composer and ethnomusicologist
Mehdi Hosseini will be played dur-
ing two separate performances in
St. Petersburg in this coming April
and May.

His composition, based on the mu-
sic of the northwestern Iranian
Taleshi tribesmen, will be per-
formed at the Chamber hall of the
Saint-Petersburg State Conserva-
tory, Russia on April 8.

Entitled “Taleshi Hava”, the com-
position will be performed with
a solo violin and bassoon in the
second part of the performance in
memory of the Italian composer
Luigi Nono.

The Saint-Petersburg State Phil-
harmonic Hall will host the World
premiere of the Concerto for String
Quartet and Chamber Orchestra
by Mehdi Hosseini on May 23.

Conducted by the American musi-
cian Brad Cawyer, the Saint-Pe-
tersburg State Philharmonic Sym-
phony Orchestra will perform it.

The world premiere of this concer-
to, which utilizes folk music ma-
terial from the area surrounding
the ancient city of Torbat-e Jam

in Iran, is dedicated to Nigel Os-
borne, mentor to Hosseini.

Following the performance, the
St. Petersburg State Philharmon-
ic Orchestra will be recording for
Hosseini's next compact disk,
which will include the Concerto
for String Quartet and will be re-
leased in Iran.

Born in 1979 in Tehran, Mehdi
Hosseini studied music theory,
Persian music and composition
with Master Farhad Fakhredini.
He later completed his Bachelors
and Masters degrees in Composi-
tion at the Saint Petersburg State
Conservatory in St. Petersburg,
Russia.

Apart from his education in Russia,
Hosseini has also been a student
of the composer Nigel Osborne.
He has demonstrated his creative
capabilities as a composer and his
research abilities as an ethnomu-
sicologist and theorist.

Hosseini has written symphonic
music and chamber orchestra
pieces for ensembles and soloists
in various compositional genres.
At its core, his music reflects his
on-going research into the aston-
ishing variety of Persian regional
folk music.

Iranian Poster Exhibit in Cyprus

Cyprus’ Eastern Mediterranean University will host an Iranian contemporary poster
exhibition selected by artist Reza Abbasi from March 29 to April 16.

Entitled ‘Persianissimo’, the showcase was previously held at the Fort Collins Museum
of Contemporary Art in Colorado in autumn 2009. The exhibit will be held following
an agreement signed between Cyprus’ Eastern Mediterranean University and Iran’s
Special School for Graphic Arts, Mehr News Agency said. A three-day joint workshop
on the theme of Ex Libris will be held on the sidelines of the showcase from March 29
to 31 at the university for Iranian and Cypriot artists. Abbasi was the honor laureate
of the 16th Colorado International Invitational Poster Exhibition which was held from
October 2 to December 22 in Fort Collins, Colorado in the US.
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Tabrizi artist making
Shahriar statue

A statue of the Persian poet Shahriar will be complet-
ed over the next two weeks in Shahriar’s hometown
of Tabriz.

The 5.6 meter high statue is the largest statue of
Shahriar that has ever been created, the statue’s sculp-
tor and designer Reza Fallahian told the Persian serv-
ice of MNA.

The statue will be unveiled on September 18, Shahri-
ar’s birthday, in one of Tabriz’s squares during a cer-
emony which will be attended by Iranian cultural
figures.

The statue, which is in the painting stage now, has
cost about 10,000 dollars and 2,000 more dollars will
be spent it for completion, he added.

The 1000 kilograms statue is made of fiberglass in a
realistic style, Fallahian added.

Born in 1983, Fallahian has created several statues of
Azari luminaries, including Allameh Jafari, Allameh
Tabatabaii, Shams Tabrizi, Sattar Khan and Bager
Khan.

Hossein Behjat Tabrizi (1906-1988) whose pen name
was Shahriar was undoubtedly a gifted and talented
contemporary poet. He is the composer of the first and
most famous Azari language poetry collection, entitled
“Heydar Baba,” ever written by an Iranian.

Legendary vocalist Mohammad-
Reza Shajarian performed at
London’s Barbican Hall.

Persian Weekly - London: Legendary vocalist Moham-
mad-Reza Shajarian performed traditional Iranian music
at London's Barbican Hall.

Accompanied by the Shahnaz Ensemble, the world-re-
nowned musician performed pieces inspired by the po-
ems of legendary Persian poets Hafez, Sa'adi and Mow-
lavi.

The concert held on March 3, 2010, to celebrate the Per-
sian New Year (Nowruz).

Directed by Majid Derakhshani, the Shahnaz Ensemble
has accompanied maestro Shajarian in many internation-
al concerts, including the one held in commemoration of
the Persian Sufi poet Mowlavi in Konya, Turkey.

Ramin Safaei (Santour), Mohammad-Reza Ebrahimi
(Lute), Sina Jahan-Abadi and Kaveh Motamedian (Ka-
mancheh), Shahou Andalibi (Ney), Hossein Rezai Nia
(Daf), Mehrdad Nasehi (Gheychak), Hamed Afshari
(Gheychak Bass), Radman Tavvakoli (Tar), Hamid Qan-
bari (Tonbak) and Mozhgan Shajarian (Setar) are other
members of the Shahnaz Ensemble.

The greatest figure of Iran's contemporary traditional
music, Mohammad Reza Shajarian received UNESCO's
Mozart Medal in 2006 and the 1999 prestigious Golden
Picasso Medal among other awards.

He has invented new string instruments Bam Sorahi, Sa-
ghar and Kereshmeh, which have been designed for tra-
ditional Persian music. Photo: Aref

New collection by Iranian
poet published in Germany

A new poetry collection in German by the Iranian au-
thor Ali Ghazanfari was published recently in Leipzig,
Germany.

Entitled “Und Auch Die Steine Reden” (And Even the
Stones are Speaking), the book was released by En-
gelsdorfer publications recently.

Ghazanfari said that the book highlights the social
aspects and freedom, peace and love are the main
themes found in the anthology.

Several bilingual books in Persian and German by
Ghazanfari have been released by Engelsdorfer, in-
cluding a collection of Sadi, Hafez and 200 quatrains
composed by Rumi.

His translation of Eva Strittmatter’s “Love and Hatred”
will be available from Kara Payam Publications at the
upcoming Tehran International Book Fair in May
2010.

Langeroudi’s Poems
Soon in Turkish

Iranian translator Hamed Rahmati plans to render a po-
etry anthology by contemporary Iranian poet Moham-
mad Shams Langeroudi into Turkish.

Forty poems will be selected for the collection, Rahmati
told Mehr News Agency.

Last year, he published Turkish translations of 10 poems
by Langeroudi on the internet, which were warmly re-
ceived by native Turkish speakers.

“Taking on such an endeavor is a must, on account of
the Turkish people’s interest in Iranian culture and lit-
erature and their lack of knowledge about Iranian au-
thors and poets,” Rahmati said.

Rahmati also plans to prepare a Persian translation of an
anthology of Turkish poetesses. He is currently study-
ing to select the best for the omnibus.

He has recently completed his collection of poems ‘The
Itinerant Photographer’, which will be printed by the
Ahang publications.

Leili and Majnun now
available in Spanish

Leili and Majnun (Leyli y Majnun), a chapter of “Kham-
seh” (“The Quintuplet”) composed by the Iranian ro-
mantic epic poet Nezami Ganjavi (c. 1141-1209 CE),
has recently been published in Spanish in Salamanca.
The collection has been translated by Mahmmad Kan-
garani, a Ph.D. student at the University of Salamanca,
and the Ediciones Sigueme, a Spanish-language pub-
lishing house has printed the work, the Persian service
of IRNA reported on Saturday.

Permanent Associate Professor of the University of
Salamanca Alberto Cantera Glera has written an intro-
duction to the translation.

Leili and Majnun is one of chapters of “Khamseh”,
which is a pentalogy of poems written in Masnavi
verse form (rhymed couplets).

“Khamseh” also includes the didactic work Makhzan
ol-Asrar (The Treasury of Mysteries), traditional love
stories of Khosrow and Shirin and Haft Paykar, and the
Eskandar-nameh, which records the adventures of Al-
exander the Great.

Iran plans to propose two versions of the book, which
will be kept at the Central Library of the University of
Tehran and the library of the Shahid Motahhari School
and Mosque in Tehran, for registration on UNESCO’s
Memory of the World Register list.

Actor Mahmud Banafshek-
hah dies at 68

Actor Mahmud Banafshekhah died of a heart attack at
his residence in Tehran on Wednesday. He was 68.

He acted in several films including Bahram Beizaii’s
“Killing Mad Dogs”, Rambod Javan’s recent film “Ad-
am’s Son, Eve’s Daughter”, and Ali Sajjadi-Hosseini’s
“Old Men’s School”. He has also acted in many TV
series including Kiaunush Ayyari’s “Qarib’s Life” and
Mehdi Fakhimzadeh’s “The Imamate of Love”.

He began his acting career in 1954 with a part in Ma-
hin Oskuii’s drama “In Depth” after attending acting
courses at the Anahita Academy of Arts.

The funeral procession will be held on April 10 oppo-
site the House of Cinema.
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Iran to sign oil fields
development deal

TEHRAN (Reuters) - Iran and an

Iranian-Australian consortium with
Chinese financing are expected to
sign a contract soon on the develop-
ment of three onshore oil fields, the
Oil Ministry website SHANA report-
ed on Monday.

SHANA, citing a senior official of
the National Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC), did not give any financial
details about the deal.

Analysts say Iran needs funds to help
modernize and expand its oil and gas
sector, but Western companies in
particular are increasingly wary of
investing in the major oil producer
due to an international dispute over
Tehran’s nuclear ambitions.

Bahman Samimi, in charge of the de-
velopment of heavy oil fields projects
at NIOGC, said the contract concerned
development of the onshore Kouh-
mond, Kaki, and Boushgan oil fields
in southern Iran, SHANA reported.

It said the contract was due to be

signed during the Iranian month of
Ordibehesht, which begins April 21,
and named the consortium as KIPC.

“The KIPC consortium has submit-
ted the master development plan on
Kouhmound, Kaki and Boushgan and
the plan has been approved by the ...
board of directors of the National
Iranian Oil Company,” Samimi said.

The KIPC has introduced a number
of companies as financiers, mostly
Chinese, SHANA said, adding the
contract would be signed after the
NIOC approved the proposed financ-
ing companies.

Iran has struggled for years to find
the cash and the technology to de-
velop its energy sector as sanctions
and political pressure have kept
foreign firms away. It has increas-
ingly shifted to energy-hungry Asian
countries.

PC Repairing
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China confirms to meet
with world powers on Iran

tion would be enough to convince the
Islamic republic, the Jewish state’s arch-

AFP - China confirmed it would meet
with other world powers in New York
on Thursday to discuss the next steps
against Iran over its suspect nuclear pro-
gramme.

“China will participate in the relevant
discussions,” foreign ministry spokes-
woman Jiang Yu told reporters.

“China still believes dialogue and con-
sultation are the best way to solve the
nuclear issue.”

The talks bring together the five perma-
nent members of the United Nations Se-
curity Council -- Britain, China, France,
Russia and the United States -- plus Ger-
many, who have been negotiating with
Iran for months.

French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouch-
ner had said in Paris on Wednesday that
China had agreed to join the so-called
P5+1 talks in New York, home to the UN
headquarters, but admitted he was un-
sure if sanctions would be on the table.
“What will this discussion be like? Will
we be able to talk about a text, of con-
tent? Will we be going through the mo-
tions? I don’t know,” Kouchner said.

Kouchner nevertheless described the
Chinese stance as “a positive factor” and
“good news”.

China has until now refused to back
Western calls for new sanctions against
Tehran, and last week played host to the
Islamic republic’s chief nuclear negotia-
tor.

Beijing has a close diplomatic and trade
relationship with Iran, dominated by its
imports of Iranian energy resources.

Last week, US Ambassador to the UN
Susan Rice said China was ready for
“serious negotiations” on Iran -- a move
hailed by the White House as an “impor-
tant step” -- but Beijing has so far not sig-
nalled any policy shift.

The United States and its allies suspect
Iran is secretly trying to develop the
atomic bomb, but Tehran says its nuclear
drive is purely for civilian energy pur-
poses, and that it has the right to nuclear
technology.

Russia has also been reluctant to agree
new sanctions but has taken a harder
line on Iran’s nuclear programme in re-
cent weeks.

On Wednesday, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said he doubted
the punitive measures under considera-

foe, to abandon its atomic ambitions.

Netanyahu told a news conference in
Jerusalem that the only “real effective
sanctions would those which hit Iran’s
energy market, either the imports of
refined fuel or the production of petro-
leum.”

The sole, if undeclared, nuclear-armed
power in the Middle East, the Jewish
state has repeatedly said it would not
rule out a military option in dealing with
Iran.

The UN nuclear watchdog, the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency, brokered
a deal last October which envisages Iran
sending its low-enriched uranium (LEU)
to France and Russia for conversion into
fuel for a small research reactor.

But Iranian officials have refused to hand
over Tehran’s stockpiles of LEU, insist-
ing on a simultaneous swap for higher-
enriched uranium inside Iran.

The United States, Russia, and France
have opposed this condition.

Following the deadlock over the deal,
Washington has been spearheading glo-
bal efforts to impose new sanctions on
Tehran.

Iran is already under three sets of UN
sanctions for pursuing the uranium en-
richment work, the most controversial
part of its atomic drive.
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Iran’s president attacks
Obama on nuclear "threat”

attack.

We are a group of interested individual
Iranian who would like to inform and
educate the Iranian community about
life and living in the United Kingdom in
order to help integration into their new
country of residence through culture, art,
entertainment, articles and personal sto-
ries.

The purpose of our weekly publication is
to promote the Iranian culture by expos-
ing the readers to rich traditions in Per-
sian celebration, literature, cinemas, art,
poetry, music, etc.

In addition, we provide a common web-
site for over 3 million Iranian profes-
sionals and readers outside of Iran and
to enable them and other nationalities
throughout the world to view this pub-
lication.

“If they (Israel) attack Iran, possibly no
trace will be left from the Zionist re-
gime (Israel),” Defense Minister Ahmad
Vahidi was quoted as saying by semi-
official Mehr news agency.

Israel has hinted it could strike Iran in
an effort to halt the nuclear activities.
Iran has threatened to retaliate for any
attack by firing missiles at Israel, which
is believed to have the Middle East’s
only atomic arsenal.

A deputy of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei in the elite Revo-
lutionary Guards made similar threats
on Tuesday.

Persian Weekly is a non-political, non-
religious publication that encourages
everyone who is interested in Persian
culture to contribute to this paper. We
welcome any articles, opinion, photo-

The United States and its allies hope to
get new sanctions imposed in the com-
ing weeks over Iran’s nuclear enrich-
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(Reuters) - Iran’s president is-
sued a scathing personal attack
on U.S. President Barack Obama
on Wednesday, calling him an
“inexperienced amateur” who
was quick to threaten to use nu-
clear weapons against U.S. en-
emies.

Commenting on new U.S. policy re-
strictions on the use of atomic weapons
which sent a stern message to nuclear-
defiant Iran that it remained a potential
target, hard-line Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad told Obama that Iran would not
yield to threats.

“Obama made these latest remarks be-
cause he is inexperienced and an ama-
teur politician,” Ahmadinejad said on
Iranian television. “American politi-
cians are like cowboys. Whenever they
have legal shortcomings, their hands go
to their guns.”

Obama made a diplomatic overture to
Tehran soon after taking office in 2009,
urging it to “unclench its fist.”

But since then a confrontation has in-
tensified over Iran’s nuclear activities
which the West suspects are aimed at
developing an atomic bomb and Tehran
says are for civilian use.

Obama is urging U.N. Security Council
members to back new sanctions against
Iran.

His changes to U.S. weapons policy
were announced before a nuclear sum-
mit in Washington next week. He
renounced the development of new
atomic weapons and ruled out the use
of nuclear arms against non-nuclear

armed states.

But this came with a condition. Coun-
tries would be spared a U.S. nuclear re-
sponse only if they are in compliance
with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty. Iran and North Korea would
thus not be protected and be potential
targets.

“Yesterday some news was published
saying that he (Obama) has threatened
to use nuclear and biochemical weap-
ons against countries that don’t comply
with America and which do not yield to
America’s pressure,” Ahmadinejad said
in the speech from the northwestern
city of Urmia. “We hope these reports
are false.”

Iran will host its own Nuclear Disarma-
ment Conference on April 17-18. Chi-
na, which has been courted by Obama
to support sanctions against Iran, has
said it might attend.

French Foreign Minister Bernard
Kouchner said on Wednesday that
China would join talks with the United
States, Britain, Russia, France and Ger-
many in New York on Thursday to dis-
cuss possible sanctions against Iran

But he indicated this was not necessar-
ily a sign that China was dropping its
resistance to sanctions.

“Negotiations will be long, will they be
over by the end of April? I hope so,”
Kouchner said.

IRAN WARNS ISRAEL

Iran repeated warnings to Israel not to

ment work, after failing to reach a fuel-
swap agreement with Tehran.

Iran, which says it needs nuclear tech-
nology to generate power and for medi-
cal reasons, says it would hand over its
low-grade enriched uranium in return
for higher-grade uranium, but the swap
must be carried out inside the country
under the supervision of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

“We have a positive attitude toward
the fuel swapping idea ... provided it
is done within Iran,” Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki told a news con-
ference on Wednesday.

Russia, which, like China, is under
intense Western pressure to support
tougher U.N. sanctions has so far failed
to deliver a S-300 anti-aircraft system
Iran has ordered, a move which has ir-
ritated Iranian officials.

But Defense Minister Vahidi said Rus-
sia had no intention of breaking the
agreement to sell the missile system.
“Russia is committed to our agreements
over the S-300 system. They have told
us that the system will be delivered to
Iran on time.”

Analysts say the S-300 could help Iran
to thwart any attempt by Israel or the
United States -- which have refused to
rule out military action if diplomacy
fails to resolve the atomic row -- to
bomb its nuclear facilities.

The  truck-mounted  S-300PMUI,
known in the West as the SA-20, can
shoot down cruise missiles and aircraft.
It has a range of 150 km (90 miles) and
travels at more than 2 km per second.
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Iran’s president attacks
Obama on nuclear “threat”

(Reuters) - Iran’s president issued a
scathing personal attack on U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama on Wednesday, call-
ing him an “inexperienced amateur” who
was quick to threaten to use nuclear
weapons against U.S. enemies.
Commenting on new U.S. policy restrictions on
the use of atomic weapons which sent a stern
message to nuclear-defiant Iran that it remained
a potential target, hard-line Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad told Obama that Iran would not yield
to threats.

“Obama made these latest remarks because he is
inexperienced and an amateur politician,” Ah-
madinejad said on Iranian television. “Ameri-
can politicians are like cowboys. Whenever they
have legal shortcomings, their hands go to their
guns.”

Obama made a diplomatic overture to Tehran
soon after taking office in 2009, urging it to “un-
clench its fist.” >> Page 3

- . Legendary vocalist Mohammad-Reza Shajarian
Iran to sign oil fields | performed at London’s Barbican Hall. >> Page 6

development deal | prpa: we had to eliminate Iran

Iran and an Iranian-Australian consortium with Chinese financ- - ’
ing are expected to sign a contract soon on the development of g I f tb I I t

three onshore oil fields, the Oil Ministry website SHANA re- Ir S 00 a ea m
ported on Monday. SHANA, citing a senior official of the Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company (NIOC), did not give any financial
details about the deal. Analysts say Iran needs funds to help
modernize and expand its oil and gas sector, but Western com-
panies in >> Page 4

FIFA stated in a letter to Iran Football Federation (IFF) that they had no choice but to disallow Iran

girls’ football team from participating in the 2010 Asian Youth Olympic Games. 9
FIFA banned the team because prevailing rules prevented players from wearing an Islamic head-

scarf. The Asian Football Confederation said in a statement on Monday, “FIFA decided that
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