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Principal Accounting
Suite 7 Time House,

56B Crewys Road,
Golders Green, NW2 2AD

Tel: 0208 209 1919

Fax: (9714) - 22 77 920

ravandi:emairates.net.ae

Email: ovace@principalaccounting.co.uk,
Website: www.principalaccounting.co.uk
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Tose Limited.
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Esteghlal qualifies
for ACL next stage

Iran’s Esteghlal secured its place in the next
stage of the Asian Champions League (ACL)
with a 2-1 victory over Al Ahli of Saudi Arabia
on Wednesday.

In the match held at the Azadi Stadium in front
of some 65,000 spectators, Seyed Mehdi Seyed
Salehi gave Esteghlal the lead after receiving a
brilliant pass from captain Farhad Majidi in the
25th minute.

Siavash Akbarpour fouled Al Ahli striker and
gave away a penalty in the 35th minute. Victor
scored from the spot and equalized the match.
Amir Hossein Sadeghi’s 45th header clinched a
2-1 victory over the Saudi Arabia side.

Esteghlal put under pressure Al Ahli in the
second half but their striker could not take ad-
vantage of their chances.

Esteghal leads the Group A with 11 points. Al
Gharafa of Qatar and the UAE’s Al Jazira in the
group try to secure a place in the second round

Mahram to participate in FIBA Asia

Iran’s Mahram is going to
defend its first place title in
the 21st FIBA Asia Champi-
ons Cup basketball tourna-
ment which will be held in
Doha, Qatar, from May 22
to 30.

The event, to be organized
by the Qatar Basketball

= _F W

Federation (QBF), will see
Asia’s top 10 clubs facing
each other at the Al Gharafa
Stadium next month. Qatar
will be hosting this tourna-
ment for the first time.

The top ten Asian teams
will be divided into two

groups with the top four
from each group playing in
round robin format.

Qatar’s Al Rayyan, Mahram
of Iran, Al Hilal from Saudi
Arabia, the UAE’s Al Nasr,
Iraqi Dohuk, Al Riyadi of
Lebanon and Syrian Al Jala

Iran to participate in
FINA Diving Grand Prix

Iran will take part
in the 16th FINA
Diving Grand Prix
which will be held
in Montreal, Cana-
da from April 29 to
May 2.

Iran, which is gear-
ing up for the 2010
Asian  Games in
Guangzhou, will
travel to Canada to
participate in the
event.

A total of 16 countries including the U.S,,
France, Hungary, Italy, Malaysia and Russia
are expected to take part in the event

Iran’s Mes
receives AFC
award

Mes of Kerman received a $40,000
cash prize from the Asian Football
Confederation for their successful
hosting of Asian Champions League
(ACL) matches.

Mes has hosted Al Ahli of the UAE and
Al Sadd from Qatar so far. Mes will
also be hosting Al Hilal of Saudi Arabia
on April 27 in Kerman.

Mes is scheduled to play Al Ahli in Du-
bai on Tuesday.

The Iranian representative is third in
Group D with six points. Al Hilal lies
on top of the table with 10 points.
MH/MR

have confirmed their pres-
ence in the event and the
other three teams have yet
be announced.

The tournament is held
annually and sees the top
Asian clubs in competition.
Mahram won the title in
Indonesia last year

Ghotbi will stay on as
Iran’s coach: IFF

Ghotbi will carry on as Iran’s
national team football coach
in the 2011 AFC Asian Cup
championship, president of
the Iran Football Federation
(IFF) confirmed on Sunday.

In the past few days the media
repeatedly reported that IFF
officials were going to change
the current Iranian coach
and replace him with a well-
known foreign manager.
Sven-Goran Eriksson, who has
been appointed as the Ivory
Coast coach, and former Tur-
key manager Fatih Terim were
among the candidates to take
charge of the team.

Despite the intense specula-
tions, Ali Kaffashian con-
firmed that Ghotbi will con-
tinue as coach and his position
is secure.

“Ghotbi will be Iran coach un-

til the end of the 2011 AFC Asian Cup. However, he must take advice from the

technical committee,” he added.

Ghotbi had stated in a letter on Tuesday he will not work with a foreign coach

and requested the IFF to be clear on this matter
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Zagros Biodiversity Declining

Dena Wildlife Protected Zone in Zagros Mountains has
60 indigenous protected species, more than the total
number of protected species in 44 countries.
Announcing this, Mohammad Farhat, the project man-
ager for protecting biodiversity in Zagros, told IRNA
that Dena is home to 6.15 percent of the country’s spe-
cies, which is equal to 1,250 species.

Central Zagros Mountains are rich in biodiversity and
one of the most unique places in the country in this
regard.

Challenges

“Climatic conditions and ruggedness have given rise to
a significant biodiversity in the region’s ecosystems and
habitats, providing a good shelter for about 2,000 plant
species as well,” he said.

“The existence of high number of plant and animal

habitat,” he said.

Zagros Project

The project of protecting biodiversity in Zagros aims
to revive plant and animal species, save animals from
extinction and boost the livelihood of residents.

Farhat said 100 trillion rials have been allocated to the
project, of which 40 percent will be provided by the
Global Environment Fund and the rest by the country’s
National Resources Department.

Zagros protected area covers an area of 2,500,000 hec-
tares and includes the provinces of Chaharmahal-Ba-
khtiyari, Kohkiluyeh-Boyerahmad and parts of Fars
and Isfahan provinces.

The project will be carried out in cooperation with ag-
ricultural, forestry, pasture, water and ecotourism sec-
tors.

Ecotourists Increase

Tourists at ecotourism sites of Iran registered an
89.4-percent increase during Norouz holidays (March
21-April 2) compared with the corresponding figures of
the last Iranian year.

Amir Abdous, managing director of Natural Reserves
Directorate of the Department of Environment, told
IRNA that more than one million tourists visited natu-
ral habitats during Norouz holidays.

“With 96,500 visitors, East Azarbaijan province regis-
tered the highest rate of tourism growth in the country
followed by Ilam, South Khorasan and Semnan prov-
inces,” Abdous said, noting that the number of arriv-
als to East Azarbaijan province shows a 380-percent
increase compared with the corresponding figures of

species in the region, which were of high importance
commercially in ancient times, formed a primitive civi-
lization here.”

Farhat said population growth, change in economic
and social systems, and abolition of traditional ways
of earth exploitation are the main reasons behind the
sharp decline in the number of species and biodiversity.
“Animal and plant species are under severe threat here,”
Farhat said, adding that overgrazing, illegal hunting,
poaching and change in land use are contributing to the
decline in the region’s species.

“Unsustainable exploitation of biospheres and unsus-
tainable livelihood, increased soil erosion, unfriendly
approach of ecotourists toward nature, lack of attention
by officials to biospheres and sustainable development,
as well as unawareness of rural and tribal settlers about
at-risk species are speeding up the destruction of this

last year.

Showing a 331-percent increase, Ilam province attract-
ed 128,500 tourists during Norouz followed by South
Khorasan province with 19,356 arrivals and Semnan
province with 35,465 visitors.

“Other provinces also showed significant increases in
the number of ecotourists,” Abdouse said.

Lack of temporary accommodation and information
centers, as well as arduous roads are among problems
facing ecotourism.

“During Norouz holidays, prefabricated houses were
established and special places were allocated for setting
up private tents in different ecotourism areas,” he said.
Abdous noted that during the holidays, 5 illegal guns
were seized and 36 illegal hunters were arrested by the
police.

Persian Gulf
Navigation For
UNESCO Listing

Traditional knowledge of navigation in the Persian
Gulf” is among issues proposed for registration on the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization’s (UNESCO) list of spiritual heritage,
said an official of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Organization (ICHHTO), Yadollah Par-
moun, on Tuesday.

“In terms of geographical considerations, the case cov-
ers the provinces of Hormuzgan, Bushehr and Khuz-
estan as well as Iranian islands scattered in the Persian
Gulf,” Parmoun was quoted as saying by CHTN.

“In terms of subject matter, the case pertains to oral
traditions, rituals and traditions, performing arts, tra-
ditional know-how related to nature, universe and
skills in making handicrafts. The case should cover all
these subjects in order to be registered as world herit-
age by UNESCO,” he said.

The first item in this category pertains to using posi-
tion of stars for finding navigation routes. The second
item has to do with wind and sea conditions, color of
the sea, fishing season and so on.

The official further said that the first item in the
handicraft category is linked to building small boats
in a traditional manner in large shipyards, the related
equipment and traditional compass.

Referring to ‘Norouz-e (New Day of) Sayyad (Fisher-
man)’ and ‘Shushi’ rituals in the rituals and traditions
category, Parmoun said, “Norouz-e Sayyad is the day
when fishermen do not fish and pray for catching
more fish. In the Shushi rituals, held concurrently
with Norouz-e Sayyad, some people come up from
under the water wearing special masks and interact
with people who call on them for friendship.”
Parmoun noted that performing arts accompanied by
music and synchronous moves are performed when
the fishermen’s net is pulled out of the water.
“Different languages and dialects such as Achmi,
Qeshmi, Bandari, Bushehri and Lori are used in the
Persian Gulf islands where special songs are sung,” he
said. He emphasized that the number of traditional
navigators in the Persian Gulf, who are mostly elderly
citizens, is on the decline.

“This is one reason for the decline in the spiritual her-
itage of navigation in the Persian Gulf. Another rea-
son for this traditional activity is emergence of new
technologies. At present, the younger generation,
instead of using the traditional compass, uses Global
Positioning System and fiberglass boats instead of the
traditional wooden boats,” he said.

Parmoun pointed out that based on historical docu-
ments, Iranians have been pioneers in sea navigation
and maritime activities since ancient times.

“The first move for reviving this ancient spiritual
heritage is to compile the case on traditional knowl-
edge of navigation in the Persian Gulf and send it to
UNESCO,” he said.
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Tehran Vocal Ensemble might

Seddiqi’s iconic sculptures

not compete at Chinese World
Choir Games

Insufficient budgeting has hindered Tehran Vocal Ensemble from participat-
ing in the 6th World Choir Games 2010 in China.

“The deadline is over and our troupe has not been able to apply for this year’s
game due to lack of financial support,” the ensemble’s conductor Milad Om-
ranlu told the Persian service of ISNA.

Billed as the world’s biggest choir competition, the World Choir Games will be
held from July 15 to 26 in Shanghai, China.

“The ensemble has been doing rehearsals for about seven months and the Min-
istry of Culture and Islamic Guidance had already promised financial support
for the team but there has been no help until now,” he added.

“I can not ask the members to cover the required budget, since it is such a large
sum for individuals, although it might not seem like that much money to a
charitable foundation or a private sector firm,” he remarked.

“The deadline was over last week, but we asked the Chinese officials to extend
it for us. We have submitted our documents and are still waiting for a reply
from the ministry for the needed financial support.”

Omranlu further noted, “If the ministry invests on this project, it would cer-
tainly bring honor and fame to the country and would be great publicity for
the music of Iran.”

“I also discussed the issue with Hamid Shahabadi, deputy culture minister for
artistic affairs, and he promised to help. But if the deadline extension is not
granted, the financial support will be of no use,” he concluded.

The ensemble won a Golden Diploma at Italy’s 8th International Choir Com-
petition and Festival of Jazz, Gospel, Pop, Secular and Sacred Music.

It also won a gold medal in the Mixed Choir Category of the 11th International
Folksong Choir Festival and two medals at the 2nd Asian Choir Games that
took place in South Korea in 2009

Iranian doc wins jury award
at Full Frame festival

The Iranian documentary “The Poot” by Elham Asadi was awarded at the Full
Frame Documentary Film Festival which was held from April 8 to 11 in Durham.
The film won the Full Frame Jury Award for Best Short during the closing cer-
emony on April 11.

As the festival’s website described the film “as a beautifully crafted tribute to the
ancient Iranian tradition of carpet weaving, documenting the detail and preci-
sion that goes into each hand-loomed creation” in which “No part of the process
is overlooked.”

“In this pure visual treat, stunning cinematography and an ambient soundscape
come together to celebrate handmade work in an age of mass-production,” the
website mentioned about the film.

The Full Frame Documentary Film Festival is an annual international event
dedicated to the theatrical exhibition of non-fiction cinema. Each spring, Full
Frame welcomes filmmakers and film lovers from around the world to historic
downtown Durham, N.C,, for a four-day, morning to midnight array of over 100
films as well as discussions, panels, and southern hospitality

deteriorating

Fereidun Seddiqi, son of great
sculptor Abolhassan Seddiqi has
warned of the dangers his father’s
sculptures are facing.

Tehran’s statues of Ferdowsi and
Khayyam are in danger, facing se-
rious damage from exposure by
remaining outdoors, he told the
Persian service of Fars.

Created by Abolhassan Seddiqi,
Ferdowsi’s statue is situated in
Ferdowsi Square and Khayyam'’s
statue is set up in Tehran’s Laleh
Park.

“Tehran Municipality’s Beautifica-
tion Organization had promised
to transfer the two statues to a
museum in order to avoid further
damage, and replace them with
other statues made in the same
form, but there has been no seri-
ous action to date,” he added.
“The statue of Khayyam in La-
leh Park is in critical situation. It
shows numerous cracks, some of
which I have temporarily restored.
But it remains in danger.

“The sculpture of Nader Shah in
Naderi Mausoleum of Mashhad
also needs to be restored,” he re-
marked.

The 14-ton sculpture features
Nader Shah Afshar and three sol-
diers clad in different Persian cos-
tumes accompanying the king, as
symbol of solidarity among the
Iranian nation.

Seddiqi said that at one time, of-
ficials announced they allocated a
special budget for restoration, in-
cluding pathology of the master-
piece and removing the segments,
but beyond that, nothing new has
developed.

He also added that the sculpture
of Amir Kabir in Tehran’s Dar-ul-
Fonun School also faces the same
fate.

"I am not optimistic about resto-
ration of any of these artworks
and as a gesture of objection to
the neglect by officials, I am plan-
ning not to do any sculptures this
year,” he concluded.

Fereidun Seddiqi created a sculp-
ture installed at Asadabadi
Square. He also made Kamalol-
molk Sculpture for Tehran’s City
Theater Complex.

Abolhassan Seddiqi was born in
1894 in Tehran. He was intense-
ly interested in painting and left
school to study art in Kamalol-
molk’s school. He showed great in-
terest in sculpture at a time when
there was no master of sculpture
in the country. Kamalolmolk was
astonished upon seeing Sed-
diqgi’'s first statues and dedicated
a workshop to him in his school.
Seddiqi familiarized himself with
the theories of sculpture through
a book Kamalolmolk had brought
to Iran.

Seddiqi created many statues of
great Iranian luminaries and also
made some great artwork dur-
ing his time in Italy. In 1991, the
Iranian National Commission for
UNESCO decided to take photos of
Seddiqi’s statues and published a
book of his creations three years
later.

Seddiqi passed away in 1995, one
year after his book was published.

Caption: Statue of Ferdowsi in Te-
hran’s Ferdowsi Square
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Happy Attar Day

April 14 marks the Attar Day in
Iran and people annually cel-
ebrate the occasion across the
country.

Farid ud-Din Mohammad ibn
Ebrahim Attar, also called Farid
ud-Din Abu Hamid Moham-
mad, was a Persian poet who
was one of the greatest Muslim
mystical writers and thinkers,
composing at least 45,000 dis-
tiches (couplets) and many bril-
liant prose works.

As a young man Farid ud-Din
traveled widely, visiting Egypt,
Syria, Arabia, India, and Cen-
tral Asia. He finally settled in
his native town, Neyshabur,
in northeastern Iran, where he
spent many years collecting the
verses and sayings of famous Su-
fis (Muslim mystics). His name,
Attar, which literally means a
perfumer or apothecary, may
indicate that either he, his fa-
ther, or his grandfather prac-
ticed that trade. There is much
controversy among scholars
concerning the exact details of
his life and death as well as the
authenticity of many of the lit-
erary works attributed to him.

The greatest of his works is the
well-known Manteq at-Teyr
(The Conference of the Birds).

This is an allegorical poem de-
scribing the quest of the birds
(i.e., Sufis) for the mythical
Simorgh, or Phoenix, whom
they wish to make their king
(i.e., God). In the final scene
the birds that have survived the
journey approach the throne
contemplating their reflections
in the mirror-like countenance
of the Simorgh, only to realize
that they and the Simorgh are
one.

Other important works of this
prolific poet include the Elahi-
nameh (The Ilahi-nameh or
Book of God) and the Mosibat-
nameh (“Book of Affliction”),
both of which are mystical al-
legories similar in structure and
form to Manteq at-Teyr; the
Divan (“Collected Poems”); and
the famous prose work Tad-
hkerat al-Awliya, an invalu-
able source of information on
the early Sufis (abridged Eng.
trans., Muslim Saints and Mys-
tics). From the point of view of
ideas, literary themes, and style,
Attar’s influence was strongly
felt not only in Persian litera-
ture but also in other Islamic
literatures.

Source: Encyclopedia Britan-
nica

Attar’s mausoleum in
Neyshabur

Spain’s
University
of Alicante
to host
seminar on
Sadi

Spain’s University of Alicante will
be playing host to a seminar on Sadi
opening on April 22.

Sponsored by Iran’s Cultural Office
in Spain, the seminar is arranged
aiming to review thoughts, views,
character and the international in-
fluence of Sadi, one of the greatest
figures of classical Persian literature.

Iranians annually commemorate
Sheikh Muslih od-Din Sadi Shirazi
(C. 1213-1291), one of the greatest
figures of classical Persian literature,
on April 21, which has been named
Sadi Day.

“Sadi is a world famous poet and one
of the pioneers of dialogue among
civilizations. His pure words and
thoughts are still fresh after all these
years and no doubt Persian culture
and language is indebted to him,”
Iran’s cultural attaché Amir Pur-
pezeshk told the Persian service of
IRNA

“Sadi’s two most precious books,
Bustan (The Orchard) and Gulistan
(The Rose Garden), possess a deep
humane attitude embracing the
thoughts of mystics and wise men
Sadi had met in his life,” he noted.

He regards such events as the best
means to increase the knowledge
possessed by people, scholars, and
academic figures of the two coun-
tries and strengthen bilateral cul-
tural relations.

Spanish scholars Jose Francisco Cu-
tillas Ferrer, and Joaquin Rodriguez
Vargas will be lecturing on the char-
acter, thoughts and works of Sadi.

Cutillas Ferrer is a full time profes-
sor at the University of Alicante in
the Arabic and Islamic Studies de-
partment. He is also a professor of
Persian language, Iranian culture
and civilization, and Islamology.

Joaquin Rodriguez Vargas has trans-
lated Sadi’s masterpiece the Gulistan
into Spanish, published under the
title “La Rosaleda” by El Cobre Pub-
lications in Spain

Iranian cartoonist award-
ed at Portuguese festival

Iranian cartoonist Mahmud Azadnia was awarded at

the 12th PortoCartoon World Festival.

He won the Second Prize Portocartoon, 2500 Euro
which is partially in money and partially a visit to Por-
tugal.

The festival was held in two sections, namely Airplanes
and Flying Machines, and Free Category.

The winners of the XII PortoCartoon will receive tro-
phies and prizes during the opening ceremony of the
exhibition to be held at the premises of the National
Museum of the Press in June.

The awarded works will also become the property of
the Portuguese Printing Press Museum and will be part
of the International Cartoon Gallery

Jalali’'s widow to take his
photos to Florence

Bahman Jalali’s widow Rana Javadi is taking a collection
of his photos to Villa Romana, Florence, Italy.

Opening in June, the collection contains 42 photos Jalali
had taken under the titles “Revolution”, “Desert”, and
“Urban Landscapes”. The Villa Romana is an interna-
tionally oriented institution in Florence, Italy, providing
accommodations to winners of the annually announced
Villa Romana award as well as other international guests.
It presents current artistic trends and developments in ex-
hibitions and presentations. “Each year, the institute pro-
vides an opportunity for an international artist to hold an
exhibit and Jalali was scheduled to hold the exhibit there,”
she told the Persian service of ISNA.

Veteran Iranian photographer Bahman Jalali died at 65 in
Tehran in January. was After being informed of his illness,
pancreatic cancer, Jalali left for Germany for treatment
then returned here and died in his home.

Javadi, who is also a photographer, added that she is also
planning to carry out a photography project in Florence
during her stay. “I plan to take photos of Isfahan’s his-
torical sites and print them on large-size banners. Then I
will place the banners in plain view in different spots in
Florence. Finally, I will take photos of these banners along
with people from the city standing beside them,” she add-
ed. Jalali’s exhibit will open on June 18. He was mostly
famous for his photomontages of Qajar era negatives. A
number of his works in this genre were published in his
book “The Revealed Treasure”. Jalali was born in 1944 in
Tehran and was a graduate with a degree in economics
and political science. He collaborated with the French
photo press agency SIPA after the Iran-Iraq war, but soon
left to pursue his own interests in documentary photog-
raphy. Jalali was the one who narrated the first days of
the Islamic Revolution in 1979 with his camera and later
recorded the events of the Iran-Iraq war and the occupa-
tion of Khorramshahr.

His collection of Bushehr in southern Iran, the deserts in
central Iran and his photomontages of Qajar era negatives
are other photo narratives by the artist
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Iran says slashing currency
zeros not on agenda

Dropping 3 zeros from the national
currency will not be on the agenda
till the method of implementation of
the subsidy reform plan is specified,
the Iranian Central Bank governor
said.

The Islamic Republic of Iran Broad-
casting quoted Mahmoud Bahmani as
saying that the subsidy reform plan is
an economic challenge itself and we
do not intent to fuel the challenges.

In September 2009, Bahmani had an-
nounced plans to devaluate the cur-
rency by three decimal places but
later said the idea had been shelved
for further consideration.

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
directed the Central Bank of Iran in
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2007 to mull over the concept of de-
valuating the national currency.
Bahmani had previously stated that
the subsidy reform plan would add
the inflation rate by maximum 15
percent.

The inflation rate in the last calendar
month of Esfand (ended on March
20) reached 10.8 percent, the Central
Bank said.

The goal of the subsidy reform plan
is to bring prices to their true market
level within a five-year period. The
plan mainly targets energy prices.

According to the plan, the admin-
istration is obligated to reform the
energy prices by the end of the fifth
development plan (2010-2015)

Brazil, Iran in high profile

trade talks

Iranian Industries and Mines Minister
Ali-Akbar Mehrabian and Brazilian De-
velopment, Industry and Foreign Trade
Minister Miguel Jorge discussed ways
to expand trade ties in the fields of in-
dustry, energy, agriculture, housing and
technology, Tuesday in Tehran.

The two countries have set up a joint
committee to give a boost to bilateral
economic relations, IRINN news net-
work reported on Tuesday.

The Brazilian minister, heading a del-
egation of around 100 businesspersons
and industrialists, arrived in Tehran on
Monday.

The delegation is consisted of high-rank-
ing officials of economy and banking
sectors as well as managers of large state-
run and private companies in mining,
energy, housing, petrochemical, food,
agriculture and technological industries.
“’Iran and Brazil are two major econom-
ic powers in the Middle East and in the
Latin America, Mehrabian said, adding
that leaders of the two countries are de-
termined to broaden trade and economic

relations based on mutual interest.
Miguel Jorge said for his part that the
two sides have great potentials to en-
hance cooperation in agriculture, food,
energy, IT and medical fields.

The Brazilian official also met with Pres-
ident Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The pres-
ident said in the meeting that the flour-
ishing Iran-Brazil ties will be beneficial
for all the developing nations.

Iran can be a gateway for Brazil to enter
Middle East markets, Ahmadinejad said,
adding that Brazil can play the same role
for Iran to enter Latin American mar-
kets.

Brazilian Ambassador to Iran, Antonio
Salgado said Wednesday that since Bra-
zilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
took office in 2003, the South American
country began boosting relations with
other countries including Iran, which is
a regional power, Press TV reported.
The trade volume between Iran and Bra-
zil reached 1.2 billion dollars last year.
Lula is planning to pay an official visit to
Tehran in May

Poland calls for in-
creased trade with Iran

Head of the Polish Chamber of Com-
merce Andrzej Aren-darski expressed
his country’s willingness to cooperate
with Iran in high-tech industries.

The Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcast-
ing quoted the Polish official as saying
that his country’s traders were willing to
enhance business with Iran’s private sec-
tor. He stated that taking into considera-
tion the two countries’ cordial political
cooperation we presume that there is no
obstacle for expanding trade relations.
The marketing deputy of the Trade Pro-
motion Organization of Iran pointed out

Iran’s high capacity in exporting tech-
nical and engineering services to other
countries, adding that Iranian firms
were eager to enter the European market
through Poland.

Reza Tofiqi said that Iran could cooper-
ate with Poland by constructing cement
factories, roads, bridges, power plants
and highly developed buildings.

Last year, the trade volume between
Iran and Poland exceeded $51 million,
and products and goods including oil,
automobiles, car parts, medicine, data
processing equipment and electric appli-
ances related to telephones constituted
the main items Poland imported, each
field being a good opportunity for Ira-
nian businesspersons

Iran to
complete
peace
pipeline

Tehran is to start in early May the design
and construction of the remaining part of
the Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline on Iranian
soil, a gas official says.

The Head of the National Iranian Gas Ex-
port Company told Shana newswire on
Sunday that a consultant would be cho-
sen in the near future for the remaining
part of the pipeline, also known as the
‘Peace Pipeline’.

“We hope that the design of the pipeline
will be completed before the current Ira-
nian year ends on 21 March 2011, and the
construction of the pipeline will begin
during the same Iranian year,” he said.

He stressed that Iran’s gas will be deliv-
ered to Pakistan by March 2014, noting
that only 250 km of the pipeline on Ira-

nian side remains unconstructed.
Kasaeizadeh said that Russian and Chi-
nese firms have shown interest in con-
structing the Pakistani part of the pipe-
line, noting that Islamabad has other
options regarding its construction.

A gas sales contract between Iran and Pa-
kistan was signed last June by the presi-
dents of the two countries.

Around 1,100 kilometers of the pipeline
would be built in Iran, while the remain-
ing 1,000 kilometers would be installed in
Pakistan.

Kasaeizadeh said in January that accord-
ing to normal procedures, Iran is sup-
posed to deliver the gas to the Iran-Paki-
stan border, and then Pakistan would be
responsible for conveying the export to
any potential customer.

Earlier, in September 2009, Kasaeizadeh
mentioned that India also needs Iran’s gas
and that Tehran has no problem in sign-
ing gas deals with New Delhi.

India wants the delivery point of its gas
imports from Iran to be on the Pakistan-
India border.

The pipeline was originally proposed in
1995, but last year, after almost 13 years
of negotiations India decided to step back.
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Big powers say
Iran sanctions
talks ‘constructive’

Discussions among diplomats of
the five permanent U.N. Security
Council members plus Germany
intensified Wednesday in New
York, where one diplomat said
that they are starting to negotiate
on the substance of possible new
sanctions against Iran for its sus-
pected nuclear weapons program.

The meeting was the second in
less than a week, and came only
a day after world leaders met at a
nuclear security summit in Wash-
ington.

Ambassadors from Britain, China,
France, Russia, and the United
States, plus Germany, met for
more than three hours at the U.S.
Mission to the United Nations.
Following the closed-door meet-
ing, French Ambassador Gérard
Araud told reporters that the
negotiations are intensifying. “I
think it was a very constructive
meeting. I think we have started
to negotiate on the basis of the
text. And I think that the six
countries are onboard,” he said.

China has close trade ties with
Iran and it has been the most re-
luctant of the six nations to im-
pose new sanctions against Te-
hran.

Following the meeting, Ambas-
sador Li Baodong characterized
the talks as “very constructive.”
“Today, we just had a very con-
structive consultation. And the
six countries in our consultation
have had a better understanding
of each other’s position. And we
will continue this consultation,”

he said.

Diplomats are negotiating possi-
ble new sanctions aimed at cur-
tailing Iran’s ability to develop
nuclear weapons, such as an arms
embargo, financial measures,
moves that target investments in
Iran’s energy sector and sanctions
against the country’s powerful
Revolutionary Guard Corps.

Negotiations on the sanctions
could take weeks.

The United States has drafted
the text from which the group
is working. French Ambassador
Araud said the six powers are dis-
cussing the substance of that text
and are moving forward. He and
other diplomats said the group
would meet again soon.

Once they have agreed to the
language of a draft resolution,
they will present it to the other
10 non-permanent members of
the Security Council for their ap-
proval.

World powers believe that Iran
is secretly trying to develop nu-
clear weapons, a charge it denies.
But Tehran has not allayed glo-
bal concerns. It has not accepted
confidence-building ~ measures
and other proposals from the in-
ternational community and it
has not abided by several other
Security Council resolutions de-
manding that it cease enriching
uranium.

Iran ‘may be
yearaway from
N-bomb’

Iran could amass enough nuclear material to

build a bomb in about a year and could even-
tually produce a missile powerful enough to
reach the US, military and intelligence chiefs
said.

Four senior representatives of Barack Obama's
administration told Congress they were pur-
suing new sanctions on Iran urgently and
added that a military strike had not been ruled
out.

President Obama has said he will not "take
any options off the table with respect to Iran",
under-secretary of defence Michele Flournoy
said.

"Now, that means to me that military options
remain on the table," Mr Flournoy said.

Iran is pursuing an aggressive missile pro-
gramme, including intercontinental missiles
that it would need outside expertise to per-
fect, Defence Intelligence Agency director Lt
Gen Ronald Burgess told the Senate Armed
Services Committee.

That is not the same as saying that Iran is clos-
ing in on the means to launch a nuclear attack
on the US, but the comments were among the
Obama administration's most precise public
assessments of Iran's military abilities and in-
tentions.

Once Iran had decided to build one bomb, it
could amass enough highly enriched uranium
to do so in as little as 12 months, said General

James Cartwright, vice chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

He added that Tehran would still need addi-
tional time to test the weapon and make it us-
able against an enemy.

New nuclear nations generally need three to
five additional years to make a usable weap-
on, General Cartwright said, but the timeline
could be shortened if Iran should pursue a
warhead and a missile or other delivery sys-
tem at the same time.

Iran had spurned Mr Obama's attempts at dip-
lomatic outreach, said under-secretary of state
William Burns.
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BIG POWERS: IRAN
SANCTIONS TALKS

'‘CONSTRUCTIVE’

Discussions among diplomats of the five per-
manent U.N. Security Council members plus
Germany intensified Wednesday in New
York, where one diplomat said that they are
starting to negotiate on the substance of pos-
sible new sanctions against Iran for its sus-
pected nuclear weapons program.

The meeting was the second in less than
a week, and came only a day after world
leaders met at a nuclear security summit in
Washington.

Ambassadors from Britain, China, France,
Russia, and the United States, plus Germany,
met for more than three hours at the U.S.
Mission to the United Nations. Following
the closed-door meeting, French Ambassa-

dor Gérard Araud told reporters that the ne-
gotiations are intensifying. “I think it was a
very constructive meeting. I think we have
started to negotiate on the basis of the text.
And T think that the six countries are on-
board,” he said.

China has close trade ties with Iran and it has
been the most reluctant of the six nations to
impose new sanctions against Tehran.
Following the meeting, Ambassador Li Bao-
dong characterized the talks as “very con-
structive.” “Today, we just had a very con-
structive consultation. And the six countries
in our consultation have had a better under-
standing of each other’s position. >>Page 3

Iran says slashing curren-
cy zeros not on agenda

Dropping 3 zeros from the national currency
will not be on the agenda till the method of
implementation of the subsidy reform plan is

specified, the Iranian Central Bank governor
said. >>> Page 4

Spain’s University of
Alicante to host seminar
on Sadi

Spain’s University of Alicante will be playing

host to a seminar on Sadi opening on April 22.
Sponsored by Iran’s Cultural Office in Spain, the
seminar is arranged aiming to review thoughts,
views, >>>Page 6

Persian Gulf Navigation
For UNESCO Listing

Traditional knowledge of navigation in the Per-
sian Gulf” is among issues proposed for registra-
tion on the United Nations Educational, Scientif-
ic and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) list of
spiritual heritage, said an official of Iran’s Cultur-
al Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organiza-
tion (ICHHTO), Yadollah Parmoun, on Tuesday.
“In terms of geograp >>>Page 8

April 14 marks the Attar Day
in Iran and people annually
celebrate the occasion across
the country.

Farid ud-Din Mohammad
ibn Ebrahim Attar, also
called Farid ud-Din Abu
Hamid Mohammad, was a
Persian poet who was one of
the greatest Muslim mystical
writers and thinkers, com-
posing at least 45,000 dis-
tiches (couplets) and many

Happy Attar Day

brilliant prose works.

As a young man Farid ud-
Din traveled widely, visiting
Egypt, Syria, Arabia, India,
and Central Asia. He finally
settled in his native town,
Neyshabur, in northeastern
Iran, where he spent many
years collecting the verses
and sayings of famous Su
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