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Divorce is not always easy fo consider

07846 508 534 mbal (AL . .
CALL US 07949 54 64 34

Web; www.andishehschool.org.uk it o I|
Email: info@andishehschool.org.uk PO BOX 63313,

London N4 JEE Call us today - You deserve a happier life!
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10 Harlev Street
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Telephone: +44 20 8202 1836
Maobile: +44 790 333 T498
Email: shahin nejadi@ hotmail.com
Appointments anly.
{(Evening & weekends available)
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Indian visa: £49.00 Includes embassy fees a3 93 ¥ aia (513
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Please contact AJ for further information on:
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Tose Limited.
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Tell us what
you think

Iranian, Chinese
Shooting Federations

Ink Cooperation MoU

The shooting federations of Iran and China
endorsed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to expand mutual cooperation.

The MoU was signed by Secretary of Iran’s
Shooting Federation Navvab Nouri and his
Chinese counterpart Lee Feng on the sidelines
of the World Cup Shooting Competitions in
China.

Holding joint training camps, reciprocal par-
ticipation in the competitions held in both
countries, reciprocal participation in short-
term training camps of the two countries, dis-
patching coaches and referees to short-term
and long-term training camps, joint invest-
ment in development and supply of shooting
tools and equipments were among the impor-
tant subjects touched in the MoU.

During the meeting, Nouri announced Iran’s
expansive plans to promote shooting, and
voiced eagerness to use Chinese’ experienc-
es in this field as one of the most successful
shooting federations in Asia and the world.
Lee, for his part, expressed the hope that the
relations between the two countries’ shooting
federations would expand.

Iran’s national shooting team has attended the
World Cup competitions with 14 athletes.

Iranian team to play in
Asia-Pacific Beach
Volleyball Tourney

Ghotbi candidate
for Australian post,
Verbeek says

Dutch coach Pim Verbeek referred to
Iran coach Afshin Ghotbi as a wor-
thy successor for him in the Austral-
ian football team after the 2010 FIFA
World Cup.

“I have worked with Ghotbi in South
Korea. He understands football very
well. T have no doubt that he can get
good results with Iran in the 2011 AFC
Asian Cup. In my opinion, Ghotbi
is a good candidate to take charge of
Australia’s team after the 2010 World
Cup,” the 54-year-old coach said.
Ghotbi was Verbeek’s assistant in the
South Korea football team during the
2007 AFC Asian Cup.

The current Australia coach Verbeek
revealed that he will leave the team af-
ter the World Cup and the Australian
FA is ready to appoint a replacement in
the near future.

Meanwhile, the Daily Telegraph re-
cently reported the Australian Foot-
ball Association has approached
Galatasaray’s Frank Rijkaard for the
position of national team coach of the
Socceroos.

The former Barcelona coach Rijkaard
currently works with Australian in-
ternationals Harry Kewell and Lucas
Neill at the Turkish side and both play-
ers have supposedly recommended the
Dutch coach.

Esteghlal moves up to
IPL third place
4 N ..ﬂ

Esteghlal of Tehran football team secured third place of the Iran Professional
League (IPL) standings on Monday.

Esteghlal beat Zob Ahan of Isfahan 1-0 at the Azadi Stadium and advanced to
IPL third place.

Siavash Akbarpour scored Esteghlal’s solitary goal from the penalty spot in the
40th minute.

Zob Ahan as title contender showed a poor performance and Esteghlal could
have won the match with two or three goals ahead if their strikers had taken
advantage of the opportunities they got.

“I am satisfied with the way my players played. However, we could have won
with more goals,” Esteghlal coach Samad Marfavi said.

Elsewhere, IPL leader Sepahan defeated Rah Ahan 2-0 and is now eight points
clear at the top with three weeks remaining.

Sepahan has 62 points while Zob Ahan and Esteghlal are in second and third
places respectively with 54 and 52 points.

Bank Keshvarzi will represent Iran in the
Asia-Pacific Open Beach Volleyball Tourna-
ment which will be held in Batam, Indonesia
from April 20 to 25.

Participants in this event are top teams in
beach volleyball from all of the countries in
the Asia-Pacific region assuring an interesting
and attractive competition.

The organizers have put aside a $16,000 cash
prize for the winners.

Iran bound
towards AIBA
Youth World
Championship

Iran boxing team will participate in
the AIBA Youth World Championship
which will be held in Baku, Azerbaijan
from April 20 to May 2.

Iran will take part in the tournament in
nine weight categories.

Some 105 countries will be sending 532
competitors to the second edition of
the championships.

Previously, the competition was
known as the World Cadet Champion-
ships.

The tournament will act as the only
qualifier for the Youth Olympic Games
in Singapore next August

Ferguson Sends Letter to Hejazi

Manchester United manager Sir Alex Ferguson praised legendry Iranian
goalkeeper Naser Hejazi and expressed sympathy for his disease.

In a letter dated 14th April, Ferguson explained that he had learned of the
matter recently.

The 61-year-old Hejazi was diagnosed as having lung cancer a few months
ago, Presstvn reported.

“I was sorry to hear that you have not been feeling too well. I just thought I
would drop you a line on behalf of the players and staff, as I wanted you to
know that we are all thinking about you,” the United boss wrote.

Hejazi is among the most recognized players in Iran. In 2000, he was ranked
by the Asian Football Confederation as the 20th Century’s second best
Asian goalkeeper.

In 1978, Hejazi was approached by Manchester United and trained with
them for a month and appeared in the reserves.

“On a personal note, I would like to thank you for your loyal support and
devotion to the club over the years, which is very much appreciated,”
Ferguson added. “I know that the last few months have been difficult for
you but trust that you will gain some comfort knowing that you are in our
thoughts and prayers,” he concluded.
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Assadkhan Fortress Awaits Registration

Assadkhan Fortress sits atop a hill on Zagros slopes
overlooking a plain in Andika county, Khuzestan
province.

ordered Bakhtiari khans to supply the charcoal
from Khuzestan forests. But Assadkhan disobeyed,
starting a war with French forces and Fathalishah’s

The 20-hectare fortress, which dates back to the
pre-Islamic era, is awaiting registration on the Na-
tional Heritage List for a year, Mehr News Agency
wrote.

The fortress belonging to the Sassanid era (224-651
AD) is also called Malekan Castle, 20 percent of
which has been ruined.

Stone and plaster are used in this marvelous monu-
ment that can become a tourist spot after it gets a
facelift.

Members of Andika Cultural Heritage Lovers So-
ciety have followed up the procedures to register
the fortress on the list and have sent the dossier to
Khuzestan’s Cultural Heritage Department.

If the fortress is registered on the National Herit-
age List, Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Organization will take over its restoration
and maintenance.

The monument, a major portion of which is con-
structed on two floors, is located five kilometers off
Bonehvar on Andika-Lali border.

Historicity

Because of its strategic location, it was the residence
of Bakhtiari khans (tribal chiefs). It was also the
residence of the Atabakan-e Lor rulers. After the
fall of Atabakan dynasty, a family from Bakhtiari’s
Astaraki clan moved to Bonehvar which was six kil-
ometers off the fortress.

Assadkhan Behdarvand was in charge of the for-
tress in the Qajar Era (1794-1925 CE) when it was
named Assadkhan Fortress.

Bakhtiari’s Bahdarvand clan refused to recognize
Qajar’s rulership and fought battles that lasted till
Fathalishah’s governorship.

When a French general arrived in Iran to launch
artillery factories, he asked the Qajar king to sup-
ply the required charcoal. The Qajar government

Army on Zardkooh slopes. Then, he sought shelter
in the fortress. Mohammadali Mirza Dolatshah, the
son of Fathalishah, was dispatched to suppress the
revolt.

However, when Mohammadali Mirza’s army ar-
rived, they saw a fortress on top of the hill with no
way to invade.

Then, Assadkhan and Mohammadali Mirza held

Mohammadali Mirza had promised Assadkhan pro-
tection, but Fathalishah Qajar ordered the guards
to dig a grave in the palace’s courtyard and bury
Assadkhan alive.

Assadkhan realized that the guards were too weak
to dig the grave, therefore he also helped them. The
Qajar king decided not to kill him, when he saw his
courage.

Subsequently, Assadkhan and many Bakhtiari peo-
ple were recruited in the Iranian Army, showing
much bravery during the Iran-Russia wars.

The courtiers were jealous of him and influenced
Mohammadali Mirza, who was on his death-bed, to
make Assadkhan return to his tribe.

When Assadkhan returned, he found that his neph-
ew Davoud Khan had conquered the fortress. He
migrated to Shiraz to avoid fratricide and stayed
there till his death. Later, his son Jafarqoli Khan
defeated Davoud Khan and conquered the fortress.

Significance

Secretary of Khuzestan’s Cultural Heritage Lovers
Society, Mojtaba Gahestooni, said the fortress needs
more attention due to its important position, beau-
tiful outlook and solid buildings.

He said a British diplomat and travelogue writer,
who had visited the fortress after the death of As-
sadkhan and during the rule of his son Jafarqoli
Khan, had written comprehensive notes about the
amazing architecture of the fortress.

The cultural expert said Assadkhan Fortress boasts
of two water reservoirs.

Other buildings, namely Borj and Bibi Setareh
House, within the fortress have outstanding archi-
tectural characteristics.

The construction of a linking road will enable more
tourists to visit the fortress and inject new life into
the region’s economy and tourism.

Assadkhan Fortress, with its mountainous views

negotiations, the contents of which were registered
on a stone. The king’s son offered peace and friend-
ship to the Bakhtiari Khan. Assadkhan accompa-
nied the Qajar prince to the capital.

and Dorab Village nearby, can be used as accom-
modation sites for tourists.

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
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Samandarian to stage “Galileo”
as artistic testament

After seven years, leading stage director
Hamid Samandarian will fulfill his desire
to perform Bertolt Brecht’s “The Life of
Galileo” as his artistic testament.

The play will be staged at Iranshahr’s
Samandarian Hall this winter, the execu-
tive director of the play Afsaneh Mahian
told the Persian service of MNA.

After the ceremony held in his honor in
late February 2010, Samandarian insisted
on performing the play in the near fu-
ture, she mentioned.

At that ceremony, Tehran mayor Mo-
hammad-Bager Qalibaf announced that
Iranshahr Hall No.2 was named after Sa-
mandarian where a full-length statue of
the master now stands at its entrance.
“As the executive directors, Kiumars Mo-
radi and I are overseeing the administra-
tive stages of the performance. We are

trying our best not to engage Master Sa-
mandarian in the official stages so that he
can concentrate on directing,” she said.

Tehran Municipality, the Art and Cul-
tural Organization of Tehran Municipal-
ity, Iranian Artists Forum and the Center
for Dramatic Arts announced their will-

ingness to sponsor the play.

Brecht’s “The Life of Galileo” was staged
recently by director Dariush Farhang at
the main hall of Tehran’s City Theater.
The play was warmly received by audi-
ence.

Photo: Iranian stage director Hamid Sa-
mandarian made a gesture to the audi-
ence after a performance of Friedrich
Diirrenmatt’s “The Visit” by his troupe at
the main hall of Tehran’s City Theater in
January 2008. Members of his troupe are
seen in the photo. (Photo by Tebyan)

Paris show to hang
photos by Iranian
photographers

Iran’s Silk Road Gallery will be pre-
senting photographs to be exhibited
at the Paris Photo 2010, all of which
were taken by renowned Iranian pho-
tographers.

Photos by Bahman Jalali, Katayun Ka-
rami and other Iranian photographers
will be showcased at the gala by the
gallery, which is entirely dedicated to
the art of photography.

Photos by the intellectual photog-

rapher Bahman Jalali and Katayun
Karami, whose work focuses on the
situation of Iranian women, will be
featured at the gala, the gallery direc-
tor Anahita Qabaeean told the Per-
sian service of Fars News Agency.
“While we have not finalized our
plans for Iran’s stand at the venue,
we anticipate taking 25 photographs
to the event and initially hanging half
of them on a display wall, and then
replacing them with the remaining
photos in the course of the event,” she
explained.

This major photographic event will be
held from November 18 to 21 at the
Carrousel du Louvre.

Iranian tar virtuoso
Ata Janguk dies at 62

Iranian tar and setar virtuoso and music
teacher Ata Janguk passed away of heart
failure at Tehran’s Shohada Hospital on
Wednesday. He was 62 years old.

He was admitted to the hospital because
of a stroke a few days ago.
Albums of “Star-Studded” and “Waiting”

are among his credits.

Mother of Iranian
cinema Hamideh
Kheirabadi dies at 86

Veteran actress Hamideh Kheira-
badi, also known as Nadereh, died
at her home late on Monday. She
was 86.

Kheirabadi was born in 1924 in
Rasht. She began her artistic ca-
reer in theater when she was 23
and played her first role in the
movie “Patriot” in 1953.

Kheirabadi appeared in several
TV series including “Patriarch”,
“Sweet and Sour”, “"Green Home",
“Godfather” and 150 movies such
as "The Bald Hassan” and “Moth-
er” by Ali Hatami, "The Lady” and
“The Tenants” by Dariush Mehrjuii,
“The Actor” by Mohsen Makhmal-
baf, and “Children of Divorce” by
Tahmineh Milani.

She was inactive in recent years
but her role as a kind-hearted
mother played in numerous mov-
ies by prominent filmmakers will
always be remembered. Khei-
rabadi was the mother of actress
Sorayya Qasemi.

Actor Behzad Farahani expressed
his sorrow over hearing about
the death of the actress and said,
“She was grand lady and an ex-
perienced actress able to portray
complex characters quite well.

“She acted with the great masters

of her time and gained lots of ex-
perience. Her memory is always
with us. Among her other good
characteristics was her smile, one
could see all the spring her smile,”
he remarked.

Actor Mohammad-Ali Keshavarz
who had played in several works
with late Kheirabadi regretted the
great loss and said, “"She was an
understanding and knowledge-
able lady the likes of which can
hardly be found.”

She was an actress who cannot be
replaced. She worked for years for
the art and culture of this land, he
remarked, adding that, “the last
time I saw her was on my birth-
day, April 15. She came to visit me
for my birthday.”

Kheirabadi was buried on Tues-
day. She had asked to be buried
next to her other family members
at Tehran’s Behesht-e Zahra Cem-
etery.

Photo: Hamideh Kheirabadi ex-
presses her thanks to the audience
during the Second Iranian Screen
Actors Celebration at Tehran's
Arike-ye Iranian Hall on January
5, 2008. She was honored with a
lifetime achievement award dur-
ing the celebration. (Fars/Hossein
Salmanzadeh)
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Experts on Sadi to meet

in Shiraz and Tehran

Experts on Sadi will get to-
gether in Shiraz and Tehran
on April 21 and 22 to review
the beautiful lyrics of the poet.

Iranians annually celebrate
April 21, which has been des-
ignated as Sadi National Day.

The director of the Center
for the Study of Sadi, Kurosh
Kamali Sarvestani, gave details
of the two-day seminar.

“Each year, specific aspects of
the poet are chosen for discus-
sion, and this year the focus
will be on his ghazals,” Kamali
Sarvestani told the Persian
service of FARS.

He added that the poets would
gather to review and discuss
the beauty of the romantic lyr-
ics of Sadi on these days.

“The programs will begin in
the morning at the Fars Na-
tional Library of Shiraz. Sev-
eral experts will lecture on this
day, including Asghar Dad-
beh discussing the position of
ghazals, Abdolali Dastgheib
reviewing the structures of
Sadi’s ghazals, Reza Shabani

speaking on satire in Sadi’s
ghazals, and Zia Movahhed on
music in the ghazals,” he said.

“Tribute will also be paid to
Mostafavi household in an
honoring ceremony for their
great efforts in publishing the
Divan of Sadi inscribed by
the late Mirza Mahmud Adib
Mostafavi.

“On Thursday, the program
will continue in Tehran under
the title “Sadi in Ghazal” in
collaboration with the cultural
department of Tehran’s Book
City.

“Experts Reza Davari Ar-
dakani, Nasrollah Purjavadi,
Gholamhossein Ebrahimi Di-
nani, and several other scholars
will be making presentations
on this day,” he concluded.

Sheikh Muslih od-Din Sadi
Shirazi (C. 1213-1291) is one of
the greatest figures of classical
Persian literature, worldwide
famous for his Bustan (The Or-
chard) and Gulistan (The Rose
Garden).

Photo: Mausoleum of Sadi,
Shiraz

Kalhor to
accompany Silk
Road Ensemble
with Yo-Yo Ma
on Asian tour

Iranian kamancheh virtuoso Kay-
han Kalhor will accompany the Silk
Road Ensemble with Yo-Yo Ma on
their Asian tour.

Concerts will take place in South
Korea, Macao, Taiwan, Thailand and
Singapore from April 18 through 30.
The Silk Road Ensemble with Yo-
Yo Ma tour will also feature the
ensemble’s debut performances in
Macao and Thailand.

This series of concerts from April
18 to 30 concludes the Silk Road
Project’s 10th anniversary celebra-
tion with performances in Seoul,
South Korea; Macao; Taipei, Taic-
hung and Kaohsiung, Taiwan; Bang-
kok, Thailand; and Singapore.

The founder and artistic director of
the nonprofit arts and educational
organization the Silk Road Project
Yo-Yo Ma is an American cel-
list, virtuoso, orchestral composer
and winner of multiple Grammy
Awards.

Iran’'s Kamkars, London
Symphony Orchestra discuss
collaboration

Hushang Kamkar, leader of Iran’s Kamkars Ensemble,
said that he has recently held discussions with the Lon-
don Symphony Orchestra about joint performances of
music composed by him and his brother Arsalan with
the orchestra.

“My brother Arsalan and I had composed symphonies
that we planned to perform abroad. So, during our re-
cent trip to London, we approached the London Sym-
phony Orchestra about performing the compositions
and our talks with them produced positive results,”
Hushang Kamkar told the Persian service of the Fars
News Agency on Monday.

“Following the talks, we reached an agreement that we
would send the compositions to be performed by the
London Symphony Orchestra, if possible,” he said.

“It is difficult for us to perform these pieces abroad
because it requires a lot of money. So there has to be
someone to sponsor the concert or else the foreign or-
chestra must pick up the cost of putting on the per-
formances,” Kamkar explained.

Kamkars Ensemble will be participating in the Forde
Folk Music Festival in Norway from July 8 to 11.

A wide repertoire of Persian and Kurdish music is
scheduled to be performed during the event.

There will also be a reprise of the concert in London
on July 23.

Iranian
photographers
awarded at
Italian
competition

Two Iranian photographers won
awards at the 13th International
Francesco Forno Photography Com-
petition - Trophy ACEA which was
held from April 11 to 18 in Rome.

Photographer Farzin Shadmehr’s
“Untitled” won the second prize
in the Man and the Sea Section of
the event and the Youth under 29
Award of the gala went to Iranian
artist Mehdi Razavi for his work
“NO WAR”.

A total of 208 accepted photos taken
by 566 photographers from 36 coun-
tries are on display during an exhibi-
tion at the Central Montemartini of
Rome from Sunday to April 30.

The exhibit will also be held in Tolfa
from May 3 to 10 and after that in
Civitavecchia from August 10 to 20.

The competition is held by the
Francesco Forno Voluntary Asso-
ciation under the supervision of the
International Federation of Photo-
graphic Art.

Iranian, Armenian scholars
discuss theatrical exchanges

Prominent members from the Iranian Center for Ar-
menian Writers and the Iranian Playwrights Society
discussed the two countries’ dramatic literature at the
Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) on Tuesday.

Iranian stage artists including Behzad Farahani, Alireza
Naderi, Kurosh Narimani, Mohammad Yaqubi and Ba-
bak Vali attended the event.

At the beginning of the ceremony, Iranian stage artist
Behzad Farahani spoke briefly on the brilliant history
of Armenian theater in Iran and highlighted boosting
of cooperation in publishing Iranian and Armenian
books in bilingual forms.

He went on to say that the Armenian theater has had a
great influence on Iranian theatrical development.

The Center for Armenian Writers Director Leon Ana-
nian said that he made a proposal to publish a joint
book on Persian literature in Armenian and Persian to
Iran’s Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance.

“I proposed to sign agreements between the two cent-
ers to make it possible to introduce the dramatic arts
of the two countries to each other,” stage director Mo-
hammad Yaqubi mentioned during the session.

Stage director Faares Baqeri proposed the publication
of books on Armenian dramatic history to introduce
Armenian stage artists and literati.

At the end of the event, Ananian pointed out that sev-
eral Armenian works have been translated into English
and Romanian, and expressed his hope that Persian
versions of some of them will be available in Iran in
the near future.
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US could be in Iran missile | Iran seeks compensation

range by 2015: US official

WASHINGTON — Iran could de-
velop a ballistic missile capable of
striking the United States by 2015, a
senior US official told lawmakers.
Asked at a senate hearing about Te-
hran’s missile capability, James Mill-
er, principal deputy undersecretary
of defense for policy, said current
estimates indicate “that it could po-
tentially be as soon as 2015.”

But he said that estimate assumed
“foreign assistance” to enable Iran to
improve its missile technology.

A report last year from the US Air
Force National Air and Space Intelli-
gence Center said Iran could build an
intercontinental ballistic missile that
could hit US soil by 2015-2018, if it
received outside help.

Analysts say Iran’s Safir space launch
vehicle, which Tehran put into orbit
in February 2009, has the potential to
be converted into a long-range mis-
sile.

Washington closely follows Iran’s
missile program and has cited threats
from Tehran and North Korea as the
main impetus for building up missile
defenses for the United States and al-
lies.

The US administration also accuses
Tehran of a clandestine effort to
build nuclear weapons.

Miller confirmed previous estimates
that it would take “well beyond a

year” for Iran to develop a nuclear
weapon and “more likely in that plus
three-year time frame.”

Last week, General James Cart-
wright, vice chairman of the US Joint
Chiefs of Staff, told a senate hearing
that Iran could make enough highly
enriched uranium for a nuclear bomb
in one year but would most likely not
be able to field a usable weapon for
three to five years.

He also cautioned often impatient
lawmakers that a limited US military
strike was not likely to be “decisive”
in halting Tehran’s disputed nuclear
program.

In a related development Brigadier
General Hossein Salami, deputy chief
of the Guards, told state-owned Al-
Alam television channel the Revolu-
tionary Guards will begin Thursday
a three-day military drill which will
test a range of home-built missiles
and other weapons.

The exercise will see ground, air and
naval units of the Guards participat-
ing and is aimed at “preserving the
security of Persian Gulf, Strait of
Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman,”
Brigadier General Hossein Salami,
deputy chief of Guards told state-
owned Al-Alam television channel.
“Iranian missiles and other weapons
will be used ... to test Iran’s defence
capability,” Salami said.

Iran currently producing
20% enriched uranium

Iran is currently producing 20 percent
enriched uranium, Atomic Energy Or-
ganization of Iran Director Ali-Akbar
Salehi said on Wednesday.

However, in a letter to the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency, Iran asked
the agency to identify which countries
have the capability to provide nuclear
fuel for the Tehran research reactor,
Salehi told reporters.

He went on to say that Iran will agree
to the nuclear fuel swap deal if guar-
antees are provided that the fuel ex-
change is done simultaneously and on
Iranian territory.

Iran has said it is ready to exchange
most of its stockpile of low-enriched
uranium for 20 percent enriched fuel

rods to operate the Tehran research re-
actor.

However, Tehran has stated that since
it does not trust the West, it wants the
exchange to take place simultaneously
on Iranian territory under the supervi-
sion of the [AEA

from British Museum

Iran plans to seek compensation from
the British Museum after the museum

refused to lend the country the Cyrus
Cylinder for a showcase.

“The National Museum of Iran has spent
about $300,000 for the showcase and we
plan to demand our outlay back from
the British Museum,” Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts Organization
(CHTHO) Director Hamid Bagqaii told
the Persian service of ISNA on Friday.
He said that he is scheduled to visit a
British official in the upcoming week to
discuss the museum’s refusal to loan the
Cyrus Cylinder to Iran for the exhibit.
According to Baqaii, who is also a vice
president, the CHTHO has complained
to UNESCO about the British Museum’s
decision declining to send the Cyrus Cyl-
inder to Iran.

The cylinder was to be put on display in

an exhibition at the National Museum
of Iran on January 16, but officials at the
British Museum said a week before the
date that there would be a delay in send-
ing the artifact.

The British Museum said that the deci-
sion to postpone sending the artifact to
Iran was made due to a recent discovery
of two cuneiform tablets in BM’s collec-
tion of Babylonian art, which contain
passages with remarkable similarities to
those found on the cylinder.

But Iran saw political reasons for the de-
lay as it occurred in the wake of turmoil
following Iran’s disputed presidential
election.

Consequently, Iran cut all relations and
cooperation with the British Museum.

Photo: Cyrus Cylinder

Iran censures UAE

FM for ill-advised
remarks

Iran on Wednesday reproved the UAE
foreign minister for comparing Tehran’s
control of its three islands of Lesser and
Greater Tunbs and Abu Musa in the
Persian Gulf to an Israeli occupation.
“The UAE foreign minister’s remarks
about the Iranian islands in the Persian
Gulf are neither right nor well-con-
sidered,” Foreign Ministry spokesman
Ramin Mehmanparast told the Mehr
News Agency.

He went on to say that Iran has always
been seeking the cooperation of the Is-

lamic world to counter the main threat
to the region by the Zionist regime.
Iran has repeatedly said that misunder-
standing over the ownership of the Abu
Musa Island can be cleared up through
dialogue.

Again Mehmanparast insisted that Mis-
understandings between friends can be
resolved through bilateral talks.”

He added UAE leaders should avoid
making remarks which would benefit
the Zionists.

On Tuesday, Emirati Foreign Minister
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahayan
likened Iran’s control of its three islands
in the Persian Gulf to Israel’s occupa-
tion of Arab territories, AFP reported.

We need your input if you
have a story to tell

Contact:

Persian Weekly

020 8455 4203 news@persianweekly.co.uk

Two Languages can be
better than one!

To reach your persian audience, talk to “Persian
Weekly” first!

www .persianweekly.co.uk




Persian Weekly | Friday 23 April 2010

NEWS

Tell us what
you think

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Contact: 02084554203

We are a group of interested individual
Iranian who would like to inform and
educate the Iranian community about
life and living in the United Kingdom in
order to help integration into their new
country of residence through culture, art,
entertainment, articles and personal sto-
ries.

The purpose of our weekly publication is
to promote the Iranian culture by expos-
ing the readers to rich traditions in Per-
sian celebration, literature, cinemas, art,
poetry, music, etc.

In addition, we provide a common web-
site for over 3 million Iranian profes-
sionals and readers outside of Iran and
to enable them and other nationalities
throughout the world to view this pub-
lication.

Persian Weekly is a non-political, non-
religious publication that encourages
everyone who is interested in Persian
culture to contribute to this paper. We
welcome any articles, opinion, photo-
graphs and ideas you might have.

Editor-in-Chief: A.Najafi (07811000455)
Designers: Alireza Ryahi, Aref
Writers: Dr Bijan Kimiachi,

Ehsan Sadeghian, Saba Irani

Website: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Email: info@persianweekly.co.uk

Address:
Persian Weekly

P.O. BOX 57783
London, NW11 1GX
Tel/fax: 020 84554203

Special Thanks to:

Dr. Bijan Kimiachi

NUJ (National Union Journalist)

Avesta Iranian School,

Finchley Print Centre, Mahan Food Ltd

Print:
‘Web Print UK Ltd.

DON’T FORGET

Help to keep public area clean and tidy for everyone by
taking your copy of Persian Weekly Newspaper with you,
when you leave

When you have finished with this
magazine please recycle it.

®

bl -

Iran begins war
games in Gulf,
Strait of Hormuz

Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guard

The television said naval, air and

on Thursday started large-scale
war games in the Persian Gulf and
the strategic Strait of Hormuz,
state television reported.

Iran has been holding military
maneuvers in the gulf and the
Strait of Hormuz annually since
2006 to show off its military ca-
pabilities. The last four editions of
the games were held in the sum-
mer, but there has been no offi-
cial explanation why they were
brought forward this year.

The war games have routinely
heightened tension in the region,
but they have more recently taken
added significance as the stand-
off between the West and Tehran
over Iran’s nuclear program grows
deeper.

The West suspects the program
conceals a nuclear arm production
drive, a charge that Iran denies.

Iran has in the past signaled that it
would close the Strait of Hormuz
if attacked by the West, something
that makes holding war games
there a particularly sensitive move.
Some 40 percent of the world’s oil
and energy supplies pass through
the narrow waterway at the mouth
of the Persian Gulf.

ground units from the Guard
were participating in the three-
day games codenamed “The Great
Prophet.” It said the war games
will witness the commissioning
of what it described as an “ultra-
speed” vessel called “Ya Mahdi”
and a total of 313 speedboats with
the capability of firing rockets and
missiles also would participate.

On Wednesday, Defense Minis-
ter Gen. Ahmad Vahidi said “new
weapons” would be test-fired in
the war games, but did not give
any details.

Tehran was angered by President
Barack Obama’s announcement
this month of a new U.S. nuclear
policy in which he pledged Amer-
ica would not use atomic weapons
against nations that do not have
them. Iran and North Korea were
pointedly excluded from the non-
use pledge, and Iranian leaders
took that as an implicit threat.
Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, said Wednesday
that the U.S. “nuclear threat” is a
“Stigma in the U.S. political histo-
ry,” saying Iranians will not allow
the U.S to dominate the country.
Iran’s archenemy, Israel, has not
ruled out military action against
Iran’s nuclear facilities.
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Threat to Iran’s
gasoline imports

“a joke”- minister

TEHRAN, April 22 (Reuters) Sanctions have
had no impact on Iran’s ability to export oil
and the risk that future measures might hit its
gasoline imports is a joke, Iranian Oil Minister
Massoud Mirkazemi said on Thursday.

“We have no limitations to export our oil,”
Mirkazemi told reporters on the sidelines of
an energy conference.

Sanctions had helped rather than hindered
Iran’s oil industry, he said.

Iran faces the threat of a fourth round of Unit-
ed Nations sanctions which the West hopes
will pressure it to curb a nuclear programme
it fears is aimed at creating a bomb, something
Iran denies.

The latest draft proposals agreed by the United
States, Britain, France and Germany include
restrictions on new Iranian banks established
abroad and on insurance of cargo shipments
to and from Iran, the world’s fifth-largest
crude exporter.

Israel wants tougher measures that would
block Iran’s vital gasoline imports. Due to a
lack of investment in oil refineries, Iran has to
import some 40 percent of its gasoline needs,
despite being the world’s fifth biggest export-
er of crude. [ID:nN19659046]

Asked about the threat of gasoline sanctions,
Mirkazemi said: “It’s a joke.”

“Despite all limitations imposed on Iran’s oil
and gas industry, we have been able to im-
prove. Imposing sanctions has not isolated
Iran but helped the country to improve its oil
industry,” he told the conference.
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Iran’s non-oil exports to
ECO up 25%

Iran exported 4.79 million tons of non-oil
goods (excluding gas condensates) worth
$3.069 billion to the Economic Cooperation
Organization member states in the previous
calendar year (ended March 20).

The value of exports shows a 25 percent in-
crease in comparison to its preceding year’s
figure of $2.447 billion, ILNA News Agency
reported on Wednesday.

The Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) is an intergovernmental organization
involving seven Asian and three Eurasian na-
tions. It provides a platform to discuss ways to
improve development and promote trade, and
investment opportunities.

Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Afghanistan, Az-
erbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are the ECO
member states
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IRAN BEGINS WAR GAMES
IN GULF, STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Iran’s elite Revolution-
ary Guard on Thursday
started large-scale war
games in the Persian
Gulf and the strategic
Strait of Hormuz, state
television reported.

Iran has been holding
military maneuvers in
the gulf and the Strait of
Hormuz annually since
2006 to show off its mili-
tary capabilities. The
last four editions of the
games were held in the
summer, but there has

nation why they were
brought forward this
year.

The war games have rou-
tinely heightened ten-
sion in the region, but
they have more recently
taken added significance
as the standoff between
the West and Tehran
over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram grows deeper.

The West suspects the
program conceals a nu-
clear arm production
drive, a charge that Iran
denies. >>

been no official expla- Page3

Iranian Iran’s Kamkars,
photographers London Symphony
awarded at Italian Orchestra discuss
competition collaboration

Two Iranian photographers won
awards at the 13th International
Francesco Forno Photography
Competition - Trophy ACEA
which was held from April 11 to
18 in Rome.

Photographer Farzin Shadme-
hr’s “Untitled” won the second
prize in the Man and the Sea
Section of the event and the
Youth under 29 >> Page 6

Hushang Kamkar, leader of
Iran’s Kamkars Ensemble, said
that he has recently held discus-
sions with the London Sympho-
ny Orchestra about joint per-
formances of music composed
by him and his brother Arsalan
with the orchestra.

“My brother Arsalan and I had
composed symphonies that we
planned to >> Page 6

Mother of Iranian cinema Hamideh
Kheirabadi dies at 86
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