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Irouble with your relationship?

Divorce is not always easy fo consider

07846 508 534 mbal (AL . .
CALL US 07949 54 64 34

Web; www.andishehschool.org.uk it o I|
Email: info@andishehschool.org.uk PO BOX 63313,

London N4 JEE Call us today - You deserve a happier life!




New debut album From Afroindizial§

Called LyriOsophy
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Now available at CEiTunes !
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10 Harley Street
London W1G 9PF

Telephone: +44 20 8202 1836
Mobile: +44 790 333 7498
Email: Shahin_Nejad@hotmail.co.uk

Appointments only:

(Evening & weekends available)
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UK Office: Golders Green,

8 Accommodation Road London

NWI11 8ED Tell: 02084558413
07752479826

University of ING'S

Kent 3@

C O CC C O K

Hampstead

UK visa, student and immigration
Extension of UK visas

Canadian and Australian visas
Visa application forms

Statement of purpose

English language schools/colleges
Undergrad,Postgrad application
Phd application

UCAS Application

Portfolio and CV creation

Free Appointments

Our partners
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Tel: +44 (0) 20 8963 0012
Fax: +44 (0) 20 8963 0090
info@mahanfoods.com
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England
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( IPL Hair Removal

Permanent Hair Removal by
Intense Pulsed Light (IPL)

IPL is a great way to get rid of unwanted
hair and avoid regular shaving or waxing.

Full Body
£300.00

Limited Crffer
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Visa Services

F mdawsa com

Ve

Schengen visa Adult: £89.00 + Embassy fees - C 2 hn,: % 399 A S0 gl g

Egyptian visa: £49.00 Includes embassy fees nﬁ‘f"’:ﬂ = A ;_ © A9a ¥4 an slag
Indian visa: £49.00 Includes embassy fees § Fn A gs ¥4 uaa (gl g
Dubai visa: £149.00 includes embassy fees : : i
Wl VY sl
China and Hong Kong: £79 includes embassy fees i i

For UK, Canada and Australia from £99.00 g3 VA Sas Saa g Gaa 6l
B ity fabls . el sy

&3 30 oy 9205 1 LIS sl o 0 Lo (81 390 dugd
)30 93 03 @ WO gl gw 49 bows (51399 44
Please contact AJ for further information on:

Findavisa, 1 Olympic way, Wembley, Middlesex, HA9 ONP

Phone: 020 8782 1160, 078 2450 6478

Email: enquiry@findavisa.com , Web: www.findavisa.com
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you think

Iran’s League Title For Sepahan

By Alireza Nakhchi

In the 32nd round of Iran’s
Premier League (IPL), Sepa-

han won the title with two
games remaining after a 2-2
draw against Abu Moslem at
Mashhad’s Samen Stadium
on Sunday.

According to IRNA, the
Isfahan-based club has col-
lected 63 points, six more
than second-placer Zob-e
Ahan.

Abu Moslem midfielder
Mohammad Rajabzadeh
scored the first goal of the
game in the 7th minute but
Sepahan’s Iraqi striker Emad
Ridha netted the equalizer
in the 18th minute of the
match.

Sepahan pushed forward
and midfielder Ehsan Hajsafi
made it 2-1 for the visitor
in the 75th minute of the
match. Midfielder Vahid
Asgari joined the score sheet
ten minutes from time.

In a post match press confer-
ence Sepahan Coach Amir
Qalenoei expressed his sat-
isfaction about his players’
performance in the league.
“We managed to clinch the

title in a 34-round compe-
tition. It was tough but we

did it. You will see the real
Sepahan the next season,”
said the former Esteqlal boss.
“Sepahan has had the best
soccer forwards, the league
top-scorer and the least
number of defeats this sea-
son,” he added.

In the other games of this
round, second-placer Zob-
e Ahan beat Sepasi 2-0.
Farshid Talebi and Moham-
mad Reza Khalatbari on tar-
get for Zob-e Ahan.

The team coached by Man-
sour Ebrahimzadeh has ad-
vanced to the Round of 16 of
ACL to host another Iranian
club, Mes on May 12.
Esteqlal edged out Shahin
of Bushehr 1-0 to keep the
third place in the table.
Rinaldo Cruzado of Peru
scored the sole goal of the
mathc for Esteqlal from the
penalty spot in the 35th
minute of the game.

Steel Azin Hold Persepolis
At Tehran’s Azadi Stadium,
where spring rain was ex-

tensive, Iran’s giant Perse-
polis held to a goalless draw

\ 0!

against Steel Azin.

The two teams created some
scoring chances throughout
the match but neither side
could found the net. Perse-
polis top trainer Ali Daei
believes his boys did a good
job but they were unlucky
to use opportunities.

Former Iran’s coach said,
“We created many good
chances especially in the
second half. We don’t have a
good finisher so we couldn’t
score.”

On the other side Afshin
Peyrovani, who recently
joined Steel Azin, said Perse-
polis chances were the result
of his players’ mistakes.
Former Persepolis defender,
Peyrovani, in his first test
faced his former club.

In other matches Mes de-
feated Teraktor 3-2, Este-
qlal-e Ahvaz drew 4-4 with
Saipa, Saba Battery was held
1-1 by Foulad, Rah Ahan
sidelined Peykan 3-0 and
Pas played a 1-1 draw with
Malavan.

Ghotbi to Analyze
World Cup Matches

Iran’s national soccer team manager Afshin Ghotbi is scheduled to travel to
South Africa in order to analyze the 2010 World Cup matches.

The Iranian coach’s trip is aimed at seeing and analyzing North Korea’s matches
in South Africa’s World Cup which will begin on June 11 and ends on July 11.
The Iranian outfit is in Group D of the 2011 Asian Football Confederation Asian
Cup, competing with World Cup qualifier North Korea, defending champion
Iraq and the UAE, Presstv reported.

The tournament will be held in Qatar from January 7-29, 2011.

Iran will hold a training camp in Austria from July 11-24 and play a friendly
match against South Korea on September 7th to prepare itself for the Asian
tournament.

According to the Iranian boss, the success of the Iranian side in the 2011 AFC
Asian Cup depends on its preparation.

“Asian football is on the rise and the difference in teams standards is getting
thinner. There are no clear favorites in our group. I believe, the success of Iran
in the competition will depend on our preparation,” Ghotbi said following the
2011 Asian Cup draw at the Aspire Dome in Doha on April 23.

“We’re giving shape to an extensive training program and want to make steady
progress,” the 46-year-old Iranian added.

“We've a few talented youngsters in the squad and they need more experience
and exposure. We're confident of doing well, but again we need to make the
right kind of build-up,” he further explained.

been drawn against Saudi Arabia.

Iran May Play Spain

Jorge Pérez Arias, secretary general of the
Spain Football Federation said he will try
to arrange a friendly match between his
country and Iran.

According to Mehr News Agency, on the
sidelines of a meeting between officials of
Iran Football Clubs Association and Spain
Football Federation, the secretary general
explained they received a request for a
friendly from the Iranians two years ago,
but the Spanish team had no free time in
this period. “We receive many offers from
countries to play friendly matches. Play-
ing with Iran football team? Why not? It
would be beautiful, but it should be ar-
ranged,” he said.

N. Korean Style

Meanwhile, Iran’s Javad Nekounam said
he does not like the way North Korea foot-
ball team plays and wished that Iran had

Iran has been drawn in the Group D of
2011 Asian Football Confederation Asian
Cup alongside, North Korea, UAE and
Iraq, the title defender. The tournament
will be held in Qatar from January 7-29,
2011. In the first match Iran will face Iraq
at Ahmed bin Ali Stadium.

Referring to his recent comment about
North Korea he added, “We have always
been a winner against North Korea, but I
don’t like the way they play. Anyhow, we
will beat them again.” “I don’t like the way
Bahrain plays either. I wish Saudi Arabia
were in our group,” Iranian Osasuna mid-
fielder said in an interview with goal.com.
“The 2011 Asian Cup is a difficult tourna-
ment and you can’t predict who the win-
ner will be,” Nekounam stated.

“I don’t admire anti-football tactics such as
those we witnessed in Barcelona’s match
against Inter in the Champions League.
No one enjoyed the way Inter played,” he
added.

Iranian-American Farohkmanesh invited
to Iran basketball team

Ali Farohkmanesh Northern
Iowa guard has been invited to
Iran basketball team, accord-
ing to the team’s manager.

The 5-foot-11 guard, who was
born in Washington to an Ira-
nian father and an American
mother, does not have an Ira-
nian passport yet the Iranian
basketball officials hope that
he can travel to Tehran to take
part in the training.

“We are interested in having
Farokhmanesh in our team,
but first we have to solve his
passport problem,” Hassan
Nourbakhsh said.
Farokhmanesh will likely be
the third Iranian player to play
for the national team. Hamed Haddadi and Arsalan Kazemi, who play in Mem-
phis Grizzlies and Rice respectively, will accompany Iran basketball team in
the 2010 FIBA World Championship.

Iran has been drawn in Group B along with the U.S,, Slovenia, Brazil, Croatia,
Brazil and Tunisia
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Miankaleh

Birds Sanctuary of Caspian Sea

By Paria Khodaqolizadeh

Wetlands and lakes can be among the most profitable mod-
ern tourism opportunities for Iran.

From far north to far south, Iran enjoys lots of wonder-
ful lakes and wetlands with unique attractions, mostly due
to different geoclimatic conditions, which appear to have
a high influence in causing large biodiversity across the
country.

This is while, eco-tourism, in whole, and wetland tourism,

in particular, are not very popular in Iran and many tour-
ists are unaware of such tours, and many blame it on lack
of proper publicizing.

However, finding an amazing place to travel and stay for a
few days, free from all urban-related worries, is very easy
in a vast country like Iran for those interested in ecotour-
ism.

One of these most beautiful and intact places is Miankaleh
Wetland in northern Mazandaran province.

Miankaleh is home to many rare species of birds and host
many migratory birds in all seasons. It is a nice ecotourism
site for those interested in bird watching and wildlife.

Tour Programs
Mansouri, a tourism expert, told Persian daily ‘Iran’ that,

Miankaleh Wetland is situated southeast of Caspian Sea
bordering with Ashouradeh and Behshahr, both of them
historically and naturally important sites.

Over 300 bird species, all important for ecotourists, move
to the wetland annually, Mansouri said, adding that the
wetland hosts more than 2 million birds every year.

“The region is visited by a large number of foreign and do-
mestic tourists every year due to its numerous attractions,”

Mansouri told ‘Iran’.
Explaining about the tour services to visitors, Mansouri
said tourists will go to Dasht-e Naz, home to Persian Yel-

low Deer, and then will visit international wetland of Lepo
Zagh Marz on the first day.

Visiting the historical sites of Behshahr and Abbasabad are
also among the programs usually planned for the first day
of the tour, he said.

On the second day travelers will go to Miankale Wetland,
Mansouri said.

Many programs, ranging from bird watching to searching
for rare flora and fauna, are scheduled for the second day,
Mansouri added.

While enjoying the view of the wetland and its desirable
weather, the group has also the opportunity to visit fisher-

men’s cottages, wholly made of natural fiber, he said.
“Visitors can see and experience the techniques used by
fishermen to catch fish,” he said.

Potential Ecotourism Site

Indeed a peninsula, Miankaleh is consisted of 2 branches of
rivers, northern and southern.

A small island, called Esmal Saay, lies in the heart of the
wetland.

There are three habitats including Ab-e Shur (sour water),
Ab-e Shirin (fresh water) and Lab-e shur (sour edge), near
the wetland which are worth visiting.

Pointing to wetland tourism as one of the main branches of
ecotourism, which is very popular in the world, Mansouri
said that wetland tourism is a newly-established branch in
Iran and is still unknown to many.

“ We have high potentials for holding such tours due to
the large number of lakes and wetlands in our country”,

Mansouri said, adding that however further education and
more publicizing is needed in this regard.

Promoting wetland tourism is beneficial for both local resi-
dents and environment at the same time, he said.

“A while ago, construction of a road near the wetland was
posing a big threat to its ecosystem,” he said, adding that
however, the project was permanently halted by tourists
and residents.

Arash Kheirandish, who heads a travel agency, told Per-
sian daily Iran that migratory birds are the main attrac-
tions of the region.

“Flocks of migratory birds, arriving at the wetland from
Siberia and Northern Europe in winter, have made the
region an important ecotourism site, Kheirandish said,
adding that the region was an important site for hunting
during the Qajar era and most kings had found it a suitable
place for perusing their hobby.

Kheirandish said bird watching tours are active in the re-
gion with the aim of introducing different species of birds.
“Those interested in traveling to the region are recom-
mended to take part in tours that have a bird specialist who
can effectively provide the visitors with scientific explana-
tion about the region,” he said.

Tour guides who accompany the visitors must have enough
knowledge about the ecology of the region as well, he said.

Biodiversity

Miankaleh is undoubtedly one of the finest bird reserves
in the Palearctic.

At least 288 species have been recorded; including 15 spe-
cies currently listed in the IUCN Red Data Book of Threat-
ened Animals.

The reserve is extremely important throughout the year,
supporting perhaps 250,000 waterfowl in winter and large
colonies of herons, egrets, pratincoles and terns in sum-
mer.

It also serves as a major staging area for migrant water- and
landbirds in spring and autumn, and is the most important
staging area for many species of shorebirds in the South
Caspian region.

The reserve is especially noted for its large wintering pop-
ulations of grebes, Pelecanus crispus, Phalacrocorax carbo,
herons, Phoenicopterus ruber, swans, geese, surface-feed-
ing and diving ducks, raptors (Haliaeetus albicilla, harriers,
eagles and falcons), shorebirds and gulls, and for its breed-
ing colonies of herons and egrets, Glareola pratincola and
Sterna albifrons.
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Iranian Films Bound for Cannes

Iranian filmmaker Soheila Golestani’s
‘White Situation’ has been selected for
the Short Film Corner of the 2010 edition
of the prestigious Cannes Film Festival.
The three-minute film addresses Iranian
women’s issues. Cast includes Moham-
mad Reza Farzad, Farahnaz Sharifi, Ba-
hareh Riahi and Milad Movahhedi, Mehr
News Agency said.

Organized by Cannes International Film
Festival, the Short Film Corner screens
films from all over the world, as well as
the ones participating in the festival’s
Official Competition, Cinéfondation, Di-
rector’s Fortnight and Critic’s Week sec-
tions.

This year’s festival will also screen ‘Cer-

tified Copy’, directed by Iranian laureate
Abbas Kiarostami and starring French ac-
tress Juliette Binoche.

‘Certified Copy’ is Kiarostami’s first film
produced outside Iran. It tells the story of
an art gallery owner (Binoche) who en-
joys a brief encounter with a middle-aged
English writer at an art conference.

The love story will compete for the
Palme d’Or, the event’s top prize.
Filmmaker, painter, designer and pho-
tographer, Kiarostami has received many
prestigious international awards, includ-
ing the 1997 Cannes Golden Palm award
for ‘Taste of Cherry’ and the 2008 Glory
to the Filmmaker award of the Venice
Film Festival.

Exhibition of New
Works by Shirazeh
Houshiary at
Lehmann Maupin

The US Lehmann Maupin gallery
is holding an exhibition of modern
works by London-based Iranian artist
Shirazeh Houshiary in New York.
‘Light Darkness’, which will run until
June 19, is Houshiary’s fifth Lehmann
Maupin show and presents her latest
paintings, drawings and sculptures,
Presstv reported.

The show displays a constant state of
oscillation and metamorphosis, illus-
trating the illusive and changing na-
ture of the world.

Houshiary’s paintings depict kinetic
and luminous surfaces formed from
repeated words.

“These paintings are very contempla-
tive and encourage the viewer to look
within. Here synchronicity is the

point of connection between the in-
ner and outer event,” the 55-year-old
artist said about her works.

She has exhibited her works at the
Museum of Modern Art, Oxford,
Camden Arts Center in London, and
the Museum Villa Stuck in Munich,
among others.

Houshiary (born 1955) is an Iranian
installation artist and sculptor. She
was also nominated for the 1994
Turner Prize. Houshiary’s work is
included in numerous public and
private collections including the Mu-
seum of Modern Art, New York and
The Tate Collection, London.

She is identified with other young
sculptors of her generation such as Ri-
chard Deacon and Anish Kapoor, but
her work was distinct from theirs in
the strong Persian influence which it
displayed. Her ideology draws on Sufi
mystical doctrine and Jalal ad-Din
Muhammad Rumi, a Persian mystic
and poet from the 13th century.

Another Bronze
Statue Vanishes

in Tehran

Following serial thefts of bronze stat-
ues in Tehran, the municipal authori-
ties of the capital found on Monday
that a bust of Avicenna has also been
stolen.

The statue had been located in Beh-
jatabad Park in the Karim Khan Zand
neighborhood, the Persian service of
the Fars News Agency reported.

Over the past week, nine bronze stat-
ues were reported stolen from the ur-
ban environments of Tehran.

Busts of two leaders of the Iranian
Constitutional Movement, Sattar
Kahn on Sattar Khan Street and Baqer
Khan on Shahr-Ara Street, and busts
of Iranian intellectual revolutionary
Ali Shariati at Shariati Park and Per-
sian lexicographer Mohammad Moin
on Ostad Moin Boulevard are among
the heisted sculptures.

Tehran Municipality’s Statue Of-
fice announced on Sunday that has
stopped installation of new bronze
statues due to theft panic.

Office director Mojtaba Musavi be-
lieves that most of the statues were
stolen during the Noruz holidays
from March 21 to April 2.

However, the bust of Moin had been
installed at its location less than a
month ago.

Tehran Municipality’s Statue Office
has filed a lawsuit against the culprits.

Tehran Municipality’s Beautification
Organization announced on Sunday
that the theft of one of the busts was
recorded by a traffic surveillance sys-
tem camera located nearby.

In addition, Tehran Police Chief Hos-
sein Sajedinia said on Sunday that
investigation by Tehran police has
resulted in a positive outcome, which
will be announced soon.

Iraq to Host Kamkars

Iran’s world-renowned Kamkars Ensemble is planning to perform traditional Persian
music with the Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra (INSO).

“We will hold concerts in the Iraqi cities of Sulaymaniyah and Arbil after the holy
month of Ramadan in September,” musician and leader of the group Houshang Kamkar
told Fars News Agency.

“The group will be accompanied with a number of INSO members and musicians from
Sulaymaniyah,” he added.

Renowned Kurdish singer Adnan Karim will join the group and perform pieces com-
posed by the Kamkars members.

The group will also perform a concert at Oslo World Music Festival on July 8. London’s
Barbican Hall Center and WOMAD music festival will host the Kamkars in late July.
“All Persian pieces will be new compositions by Pashang, Arsalan and Ardeshir Kam-
kar and me,” Houshang Kamkar said.

A Kurdish family of virtuosic vocalists and instrumentalists, the Kamkars are among
Iran’s leading musicians who perform traditional Kurdish and Persian music.

They have performed in national and international events across Europe and the US.

Shardad Rohani
Conduct Tehran
Symphony Orchestra

to  Orchestrain its concerts scheduled for
May 26-28.

Rohani, currently residing abroad, ar-
rives this week to begin rehearsals. He
has been invited by Iran’s Music As-
sociation, Fars News Agency reported.
The Iranian composer, violinist and pi-
anist has appeared as a guest conductor
with a number of prestigious orches-
tras such as the London Royal Philhar-
monic concert orchestra.

Rohani is the music director and con-
ductor of the COTA symphony or-
chestra in Los Angeles.

He is probably most known for arrang-
ing and conducting the Yanni Live at
the Acropolis concert, an open-air
concert with the London Royal Phil-
harmonic Concert Orchestra in the
Parthenon, Athens, Greece.

The concert was acclaimed by both
critics and audience and became the
most widely viewed program ever
shown on Public Television in United
States and is the second best-selling
music video of all time.

Renowned Iranian musician Shardad
Rohani has been invited to serve as
guest conductor of Tehran Symphony
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Iran’s "Lady Sun”
shining in Istanbul

“Lady Sun”, Iran’s Contempo-
rary Illustration, is now shining
at Istanbul’s Milk Gallery and
Design Store.

The exhibit, running from April
26 to May 16, is now displaying
artwork by 40 Iranian illustra-
tors and graphic designers.

The show has been arranged
by the Iranian Graphic Design-
ers Guild Association (IGDGA),
and the Association of Iranian
Mlustrators in  collaboration
with the International Council
of Graphic Design Associations
(ICOGRADA).

Mimar Sinan Fine Arts Univer-
sity in Turkey hosted Grafist 14,
the 14th International Istanbul
Graphic Design Week from
April 26 to 30, which will be
followed by several exhibitions,
seminars and workshops in the
coming weeks, veteran graphic
designer Ebrahim Hagqiqi told
the Persian service of FARS.

“The exhibit is part of a program
arranged by Mimar Sinan Fine
Arts University. Several friends
and I decided to select the title
‘Lady Sun’ since the sun has al-
ways been a distinguished ele-
ment in our illustrations and
also in our handicrafts, so we
thought it would be a fitting
symbol for our country Iran,”
he stated.

He added, “We were invited to
the exhibit last year and had a
limited time to make our selec-
tions for display. So, along with
Majid Abbasi, I selected art-
work done by artists from the
two Iranian associations,” he
added.

“Hlustration has a long history
in Iran. What we know as Irani-
an miniature is actually illustra-
tions for old Persian texts. Fer-
dowsi’s Shahnameh, the poetry
of Hafez and Sadi all provided
the best reasons of the time for
Iranian artists to create beauti-
ful artwork on paper”, reads
part of the catalogue written by
IGDGA Head of Board of Direc-
tors Farshid Mesqali.

“By the time lithography ap-
peared in Iran, artists inspired
by miniatures created differ-
ent illustrations, this time, not
based on old texts, but upon
the folklore of the Iranian peo-
ple. Gradually, this art form
branched out into different ar-
eas such as newspapers, school-
books, book covers, and posters.

“Iranian contemporary illus-
tration has traveled a long way
during the last 150 years and
without doubt, it is now part
and parcel of Iranian visual
arts,” adds the catalogue.

Afghan poet calls
for establishment
of tri-national Per-
sian lit academy

The Iranian-based Afghan poet Ab-
utaleb Mozaffari proposed that Iran,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan establish
a joint academy of Persian language
and literature.

The literati of Persian literature
should find a common name for
the language used in these three
countries which is called Dari in
Afghanistan and Tajik in Tajikistan,
he lamented to the Persian service
of ISNA.

He also commented on the problem
of the publishing industry in his
country and asked Iranian officials
to help sponsor young Afghan au-
thors.

“Afghan poetry as well as resistance
and migration literature has had its
development during the years of
war in Afghanistan,” he added.

He pointed to freedom of expression
in the Afghan press as the main fac-
tor which affects poetry and litera-
ture in that country.

He called Afghanistan the cross-
roads of different cultures saying
that Persian speakers should be
more concerned about the Persian
language in this country.

Hungarian artist
Gizella Sinaii to hold
exhibit in homeland

Iran-based Hungarian painter
Gizella Varga Sinaii will put a
number of her works on display
in a joint exhibition along with
a Finnish artist and an American
painter in her hometown of Buda-
pest, Hungary.

Entitled “Meeting Point”, the ex-
hibit will open on May 13.

“I will be displaying 12 items with
the central theme of flowers and
birds, and the Finnish and Ameri-
can artists will be displaying their
artwork in their own styles,” Sinaii
told the Persian service of Fars.
“The exhibit is arranged by an art
and cultural institute in Budapest.
I thought it would be better to in-
clude artistic creations from three
different nationalities,” she re-
marked.

Gizella Varga Sinaii is married to
veteran Iranian filmmaker Khosro
Sinaii.

The exhibit will run for three
weeks, she said and expressed hope
that the volcano in Iceland that
erupted previously would not reac-
tivate.

Tehran Symphony Orchestra
conductor quits

Conductor Manuchehr Sahbaii gave up his job at the
Tehran Symphony Orchestra on Sunday.

He told the Persian service of MNA that he is not re-
signing officially since he has made an informal com-
mitment to the orchestra and he explained that his de-
cision to leave is merely a test.

“I decided not to conduct the symphony because of ad-
ministrative problems and other difficulties, so guest
conductors will be invited to conduct the orchestra,”
he added.

He said that using guest conductors for orchestra will
produce negative results.

“Unfortunately the Tehran Symphony Orchestra is not
strong and such a process will end in its falling apart,”
he said.

“I have been the permanent conductor of the sympho-
ny since 2008. Regarding my two Ph.D. dissertations
on music and my fluency on five European languages,
I have opportunities to collaborate with a number of
international organizations,” he said.

He said that he would function as a guest conductor
with the Tehran Symphony Orchestra if he has suf-
ficient time.

Sahbaii was appointed as permanent conductor of the
orchestra in January 2008 after Nader Mashayekhi’s in-
formal dismissal from the post following an announce-
ment by the Music and Poetry Office of the Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance that the orchestra no
longer had a permanent leader.

Mashayekhi, like his predecessor, Ali Rahbari, had
complained about delays in the payment of the musi-
cians’ wages and said that salaries fell short of covering
the increases in the cost of living.

Over the past two years, the TSO has performed con-
certs occasionally, in commemoration of the Iran-Iraq
1980-1988 war and for ceremonies celebrating the an-
niversary of the Islamic Revolution.

Photo: Manuchehr Sahbaii conducts the Tehran Sym-
phony Orchestra during the performance of the Peace
and Friendship Symphony in Rome on January 27,
2010. (Mehr/Mahmudreza Amiri-Nadri)
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China, Russia to
discuss Iranin Moscow

BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese President
Hu Jintao will discuss the Iranian nu-
clear issue with Russian leaders during
a weekend visit to Moscow, a Chinese
official said Wednesday, noting the

9

two sides had “’similar views””.

Hu will meet President Dmitry
Medvedev and Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin during the May 8-9
visit, during which he will attend cer-
emonies marking the 65th anniver-
sary of the end of World War II, the
official said.

“’The leaders of the two countries
will exchange views on international
and regional issues of shared inter-
est, which of course includes the Ira-
nian nuclear issue,”” Assistant Foreign
Minister Cheng Guoping told journal-
ists.

“’China and Russia have similar views
on this issue.””

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei La-
vrov last week said Iran was a “’dif-
ficult partner” and warned targeted
sanctions over Tehran’s nuclear pro-
({35 : %
gram may become “’unavoidable

The United States and its European
allies are seeking new UN sanctions
against Iran.

But Beijing -- one of the five perma-
nent veto-wielding members of the
15-member Security Council -- has

been reluctant to embrace more sanc-
tions on Iran, which is a major energy
provider to China.

Medvedev has repeatedly said Russia,
also a veto-wielding council member,
does not rule out further sanctions
against the Islamic republic but that
they should not hurt the wider popu-
lation.

Cheng called Hu’s visit to Russia a
“’major event”” that would further
cement a relationship founded in the
two nations’ victory against German
and Japanese forces 65 years ago.

£33

(1331

The friendship between the two
sides, forged with blood in the war
against fascism, forms the solid foun-
dation and the endless impetus for bi-
lateral relations,”” Cheng said.

News of the meeting follows a warn-
ing by Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad that a new round of UN
sanctions against Tehran would close
the door on diplomatic engagement
with the United States.

“’The path to that (improved ties) will
be shut,”” Ahmadinejad told report-
ers, adding that it would mean a “’re-
versal to the (former U.S. president
George W.) Bush era” of confronta-
tion rather than the engagement U.S.
President Barack Obama seeks.

France

rejects US request

to extradite Iranian

PARIS — A French court on Wednes-
day turned down a US request to ex-
tradite an Iranian engineer accused of
buying electronic parts and exporting
them illegally to Iran for use by the
military.

The decision to release Majid Kaka-
vand capped more than a year of legal
wrangling in a case that had broad dip-
lomatic implications as France pressed
for the release of a French academic
held in Tehran.

The Paris appeals court, which has
the authority to rule on extradition
requests, found that “there are no
grounds to favourably receive this
extradition request from the United
States.”

Kakavand, who was arrested at Paris
airport on March 20 last year following
a holiday in France, said he planned to
fly home as soon as possible and return
to his “normal life”.

“The Americans destroyed my life and
my personality and made a very bad
image of me and now everybody can
understand that it was not true,” the
37-year-old engineer told AFP after
the ruling.

“With these baseless accusations, the
Americans tried to mislead the French
judiciary system.”

Kakavand’s case came before the courts
as France seeks the release from Iran of
24-year-old French academic Clotilde
Reiss, who has been tried on charges
of acting against Iranian national secu-
rity.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad had linked Reiss’s release
to the fate of Iranians held in French
jails but President Nicolas Sarkozy had
flatly responded that there would be
no such swap.

Another Iranian, Ali Vakili Rad, con-
victed of the 1991 murder of the de-
posed shah’s last prime minister,
Shapour Bakhtiar, is in France await-
ing a decision on a parole request.

France has also been a vocal critic of
Iran’s nuclear programme, pressing
calls for Tehran to address allegations
that it is secretly developing nuclear
weapons.

Kakavand said he did not see a link
between his fate and that of Clotilde
Reiss. “The case of Miss Reiss in Iran is
quite different,” he said.

US justice officials accused Kakavand
of buying electronic components and
measurement instruments through
a Malaysian company and exporting
them to Iran via Malaysia between
2006 and 2008.

The technology was bought from firms
in New Jersey, Alabama and California
and shipped to the Iran Electronics In-
dustry (IEI) firm, which came under
an EU trade ban in 2008.

Washington argued that Kakavand
had purchased sensitive dual-use tech-
nology that could be used for military
purposes and violated export laws by
failing to seek a special license to ship
them to Iran.

France however does not have the
same export requirements for Iran and
the IEI company that received the or-
ders came under a trading ban after
Kakavand had made his transactions,
French officials said.

Last month, experts from the French
arms agency DGA told the court that
the electronics components purchased
by Kakavand could not be considered
potentially dangerous.

French prosecutors had told the ap-
peals court that they opposed extradi-
tion, arguing that Kakavand’s offences
were not punishable in France at the
time when they were committed.

The case dragged out in court over
months with hearings repeatedly post-
poned as judges sought more time to
examine US documents supporting the
extradition request.

We need your input if you
have a story to tell

Contact:

Persian Weekly

020 8455 4203 news@persianweekly.cS.uk

Two Languages can be
better than one!

To reach your persian audience, talk to “Persian
Weekly” first!

www .persianweekly.co.uk




Persian Weekly | Friday 07 May 2010

NEWS

Tell us what

you think

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Contact: 02084554203

We are a group of interested individual
Iranian who would like to inform and
educate the Iranian community about
life and living in the United Kingdom in
order to help integration into their new
country of residence through culture, art,
entertainment, articles and personal sto-
ries.

The purpose of our weekly publication is
to promote the Iranian culture by expos-
ing the readers to rich traditions in Per-
sian celebration, literature, cinemas, art,
poetry, music, etc.

In addition, we provide a common web-
site for over 3 million Iranian profes-
sionals and readers outside of Iran and
to enable them and other nationalities
throughout the world to view this pub-
lication.

Persian Weekly is a non-political, non-
religious publication that encourages
everyone who is interested in Persian
culture to contribute to this paper. We
welcome any articles, opinion, photo-
graphs and ideas you might have.

Editor-in-Chief: A.Najafi (07811000455)
Designers: Alireza Ryahi, Aref
Writers: Dr Bijan Kimiachi,

Ehsan Sadeghian, Saba Irani

Website: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Email: info@persianweekly.co.uk

Address:
Persian Weekly

P.O. BOX 57783
London, NW11 1GX
Tel/fax: 020 84554203

Special Thanks to:

Dr. Bijan Kimiachi

NUJ (National Union Journalist)

Avesta Iranian School,

Finchley Print Centre, Mahan Food Ltd

Print:
‘Web Print UK Ltd.

DON’T FORGET

Help to keep public area clean and tidy for everyone by
taking your copy of Persian Weekly Newspaper with you,
when you leave

When you have finished with this
magazine please recycle it.

Ban on Nuclear Weapons in
Middle East Receives
Support at NPT Conference

Major powers, regional players
and others endorsed establishing
a ban on nuclear weapons in the

Middle East during Wednesday’s
session of a conference to review
the 1970 Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty.

In 1995 signatories to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
adopted a resolution calling for
the creation of nuclear weapons-
free zone in the Middle East, but it
has yet to be implemented.

Russian delegate, Anatoly An-
tonov, speaking on behalf of the
permanent five members of the
Security Council - Britain, France,
China, Russia and the United
States - said the group is commit-
ted to the full implementation of
the resolution.

“And in particular, we are com-
mitted to a full implementation
of the 1995 NPT resolution on the
Middle East, and we support on-
going efforts to achieve this objec-
tive,” said Anatoly Antonov. “We
will be ready to consider all rel-
evant proposals.”

Egypt, as chair of the 118 nations
of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM), has been circulating a
proposal calling for a conference
by next year on a Middle East nu-

clear weapons-free zone.

“The need is all greater today for

the effective and comprehensive
implementation of the 1995 reso-
lution on the Middle East, espe-
cially after 15 years during which
no effort was exerted by the three
depositories of the treaty, despite
the fact that those states submitted
the draft resolution, co-sponsored
it, and sought its adoption,” said
Egypt’s U.N. Ambassador Maged
Abdelaziz.

Egypt also urged Israel - the only
country in the region believed to
already possess nuclear weapons -
to declare them and join the NPT.

Other than Israel, nuclear states
India and Pakistan are the only
other nations which have not
signed on to the NPT. North Ko-
rea announced its withdrawal
from the treaty in 2003, and sub-
sequently carried out two nuclear
tests.

Iran, which is a member of the
NPT, is widely believed to be
pursuing a secret nuclear weap-
ons program - a charge it denies.
Analysts say if Iran gets a bomb
it could spark an arms race in the
region.
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Iran begins new
military maneuvers
in Persian Gulf

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI (AP)

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran on Wednesday
kicked off new war games and military
maneuvers in the strategic Persian Gulf wa-
ters, the country’s second military show of
force in less than a month.

The exercises reflect Iran’s desire to flex its
military muscle at a time of a deepening
standoff with the West over Tehran’s con-
troversial nuclear program. The war games,
held annually since 2006, also act as a warn-
ing, should U.S. or Israel consider a military
strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities.

The new maneuvers, dubbed “Velayat 89,”
are to last eight days in the Strait of Hor-
muz and the Sea of Oman and cover about
97,000 square miles (250,000 square kilom-
eters) of Iranian territorial waters, reported
state TV.

In late April, Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
held five-day maneuvers in the Persian
Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz. Iran’s lead-
ers have in the past said that if attacked, the
country would respond by shutting off the
Strait of Hormuz, the mouth of the Gulf
through which around 40 percent of the
world’s oil and gas supplies passes, as well
as by attacking American bases in the Gulf.

Navy chief Adm. Habibollah Sayyari was
quoted by the TV as saying Wednesday
that Iran’s Navy, backed by the air force,
will “show its might” in the latest exercise.

The exercise comes as the Obama adminis-
tration is lobbying hard at the U.N. Secu-
rity Council for tougher punishment of Iran
over its refusal to suspend uranium enrich-
ment, a process that can produce either a
warhead or fuel for a nuclear reactor.

The West accuses Iran of seeking to build
a weapon, a claim Tehran denies, insisting
its nuclear program is only for peaceful pur-
poses, such as power generation.

The exercise also comes against the back-
drop of President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s
remarks on the sidelines of a nuclear treaty
conference at U.N. headquarters in New
York dismissing the threat of further eco-
nomic penalties for Iran.

Ahmadinejad has recently been lobbying
China and Russia, the two among the Se-
curity Council’s five veto-wielding perma-
nent members that have been reluctant to
endorse further sanctions against Iran, and
also rotating members such as Uganda and
Brazil.

As the sole head of state to attend the once-
every-five-years Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty gathering, Ahmadinejad argued in
New York that any new sanctions would
mean President Barack Obama has given up
on his campaign to engage Iran diplomati-
cally.
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UN BACKS

‘NUCLEAR-FREE’

MIDDLE EAST

Major powers, regional players and oth-
ers endorsed establishing a ban on nu-
clear weapons in the Middle East during
Wednesday’s session of a conference to
review the 1970 Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty.

In 1995 signatories to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) adopted a
resolution calling for the creation of nu-
clear weapons-free zone in the Middle
East, but it has yet to be implemented.

Russian delegate, Anatoly Antonov,
speaking on behalf of the permanent five
members of the Security Council - Brit-

ain, France, China, Russia and the Unit-
ed States - said the group is committed
to the full implementation of the resolu-
tion.

“And in particular, we are committed to
a full implementation of the 1995 NPT
resolution on the Middle East, and we
support on-going efforts to achieve this
objective,” said Anatoly Antonov. “We
will be ready to consider all relevant
proposals.”

Egypt, as chair of the 118 nations of the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), has
been circulating a proposal calling for
a conference by next year on a Middle
East >>Page 3

Iranian Films Bound for Cannes

Iranian filmmaker Soheila Golestani’s “White Situation’ has been selected for the Short Film Corner of
the 2010 edition of the prestigious Cannes Film Festival.

The three-minute film addresses Iranian women’s issues. Cast includes Mohammad Reza Farzad, Fa-
rahnaz Sharifi, Bahareh Riahi and Milad Movahhedi, Mehr News Agency said.

Organized by Cannes International Film Festival, the Short Film Corner screen >> Page 7

Another Bronze Statue Vanishes in Tehran

Following serial thefts of bronze statues in Tehran, the municipal authorities of the capital found on
Monday that a bust of Avicenna has also been stolen.

The statue had been located in Behjatabad Park in the Karim Khan Zand neighborhood, the Persian
service of the Fars News Agency reported. >> Page 7

Britain voted on Thursday in
the closest general election
for decades

Two Languages can be better than one!

To reach your Iranian audience, talk to “Persian Weekly” first!
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