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10 Harley Street
London W1G 9PF

Telephone: +44 20 8202 1836
Mobile: +44 790 333 7498
Email: Shahin_Nejad@hotmail.co.uk

Appointments only:
(Evening & weekends available)
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UK Office: Golders Green,

8 Accommodation Road London

NWI11 8ED Tell: 02084558413
07752479826

University of ING'S

Kent 3@

C O CC C O K

Hampstead

UK visa, student and immigration
Extension of UK visas

Canadian and Australian visas
Visa application forms

Statement of purpose

English language schools/colleges
Undergrad,Postgrad application
Phd application

UCAS Application

Portfolio and CV creation

Free Appointments

Our partners
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0208 810 1161 info@tavazo.co.uk




Tel: +44 (0) 20 8963 0012
Fax: +44 (0) 20 8963 0090
info@mahanfoods.com

Lane,
La nNW10 7NH
England

4010 S _ _ www.mahanfoods.com
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( IPL Hair Removal

Permanent Hair Removal by
Intense Pulsed Light (IPL)

IPL is a great way to get rid of unwanted
hair and avoid regular shaving or waxing.

Full Body
£300.00

Limited Crffer
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Visa Services

F mdawsa com

Ve

Schengen visa Adult: £89.00 + Embassy fees - C 2 hn,: % 399 A S0 gl g

Egyptian visa: £49.00 Includes embassy fees nﬁ‘f"’:ﬂ = A ;_ © A9a ¥4 an slag
Indian visa: £49.00 Includes embassy fees § Fn A gs ¥4 uaa (gl g
Dubai visa: £149.00 includes embassy fees : : i
Wl VY sl
China and Hong Kong: £79 includes embassy fees i i

For UK, Canada and Australia from £99.00 g3 VA Sas Saa g Gaa 6l
B ity fabls . el sy

&3 30 oy 9205 1 LIS sl o 0 Lo (81 390 dugd
)30 93 03 @ WO gl gw 49 bows (51399 44
Please contact AJ for further information on:

Findavisa, 1 Olympic way, Wembley, Middlesex, HA9 ONP

Phone: 020 8782 1160, 078 2450 6478

Email: enquiry@findavisa.com , Web: www.findavisa.com
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Tose Limited.
2nd Floor, 90 Fonthill Road 4 London N4 3HT
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Sepahan wins IPL title

Sepahan of Isfahan claimed the title of the
Iran Professional League (IPL) on Thurs-
day.

Sepahan defeated Paykan 2-1 in Isfahan
and sealed the championship title for the
second time.

Ibrahim Tore scored a brace in Sepahan’s
penultimate game of the season. Alireza
Abbasfard scored Paykan’s sole goal.

Esteghlal moved up to the IPL second
place when Farhad Majidi scored in in-
jury time against Rah Ahan at the Azadi
Stadium.

Zob Ahan was held to a 1-1 draw by
Foolad of Khuzestan. The team dropped

to third due to goal difference.

Persepolis was beaten 3-1 by the relegat-
ed Abu Moslem to suffer its seventh loss
of the season.

Steel Azin missed the chance to jump to
fourth place when it was held to a 1-1
draw against Mes of Kerman in Tehran.

Elsewhere, Saipa defeated Pas of Hamed-
an 3-0, Saba Battery beat Malavan 3-1,
Teraktorsazi of Tabriz seized a 2-1 victory
over relegated Esteghlal of Ahvaz, and
finally, Shahin of Bushehr overpowered
Moghavemat of Sepasi 1-0.

Iran team needs
Ghotbi says

help,

Iran football coach Afshin Ghotbi said that his team needs full support in order
to end the squad’s 35 year title drought in the Asian Cup.

“Iran has not won the Asian Cup championship title since 1976, and we are
going to put an end to this in January 2011 in Doha. I believe that the Iranian
people are our 12th player, and the media the 13th,” Ghotbi said in a news

conference on Tuesday.

After criticizing the Iranian media over attacking the national team, Ghotbi

continued, “I feel really sorry for some

reporters who criticize the national

football team because their favorite players have no place in the line up. We
have to be professional and change our viewpoints. Iran needs help to get good

results in the AFC Asian Cup.”

“Iran will participate in a training camp in Austria from July 11 to 24. We will
also take part in another training camp ahead of the Asian Cup. Iran will play

four friendlies in the camp,” he added.

Iran in AFC U-19 “"Group of Death”

Iran has been drawn
Sunday in the “Group of
Death” of the AFC U-19
Championship 2010
alongside South Korea,
Australia and Yemen.

“Iran has a difficult job
in the AFC U-19 Cham-
pionship 2010 so we
will do our best in the
competitions. South Ko-
rea qualified for round
of eight in last year’s

World Cup. Australia
is a powerful team as
well,” Ali Doustimehr
Iran football coach said.

“First, we have to con-
centrate on advanc-
ing to the next round.
I hope we can hold a
training camp in China
ahead of the event,” he
added.

The AFC U-19 Champi-

onship 2010 will be held
from October 3 tol7,
2010 in Zibo, China.

The Groups: Group A:
China, Thailand, Syria,
Saudi Arabia Group B:
Uzbekistan, Iraq, Bah-
rain, North Korea Group
C: UAE, Vietnam, Jor-
dan, Japan Group D:
South Korea, Australia,
Yemen, Ira

Iran, Saudi Arabia
Continue ACL Rivalry

The Asian Football Confederation
Champions League Round of 16 clash
between Al-Shabab and Esteqlal is yet
another chapter in the fierce rivalry
between Saudi Arabia and Iran foot-
balls.

Although the Saudis have won the
ACL twice and finished runners-up
once, thanks to Al-Ittihad, in terms of
head-to-head, the Iranians have prov-
en to be hard nuts, Afc.com reported.
Indeed, one of the toughest and most
intimidating places in Asia to come
away from with a win is Iran, who
can usually rely on tens of thousands
of fans to back them against all comers.
Of the Saudi clubs’ 12 ACL games in
Iran, only Al-Hilal, the Riyadh titans,
have been able to win on Persian soil.
Their 1-0 victory over Saba Battery in
the 2009 edition of the AFC Champi-
ons League stands out as a lonely bea-
con in a haze of defeats.

On the other hand, Iranian teams have
won three times in Saudi Arabia from
12 of their visits.

Former ACL runner-up Sepahan was
the first to win in Saudi Arabia when
they edged past Al-Shabab 1-0 in Ri-
yadh in the 2007 edition of the Asia’s
premier club competition.

It was Sepahan again in 2008 when
they shocked two-time champions Al-
Ittihad 1-0 in Jeddah while Esteqlal
overcame Al-Ahli 2-1 in group stage of
this year’s ACL in Jeddah.

Sepahan alone played 12 matches

against Saudi clubs and won eight.
They lost two and two games were
drawn.

A total of 25 matches have been played
between the clubs from these two
countries so far with Iranian sides win-
ning 13 while the Saudis could manage
full points in just six games.

One of these matches was played in
Kuwait, during the 2002-03 competi-
tion when the group stages were cen-
tralized.

Six games ended in draws. Of the eight
matches played between them this
year, out of which five went to the
Iranians, one to their rivals, while two
ended in draws.

Iran holds a 33-27 advantage in goal
difference.

The overall achievements of Saudi
clubs in the AFC Champions League,
however, overshadow these statistics.
Al-Tttihad won the title twice in 2004
and 2005 and finished runners-up to
Pohang Steelers last year while the Ira-
nians only have Sepahan’s final appear-
ance in 2007 to show for their troubles.
Three Iran clubs—Zob-e Ahan, Este-
glal and Mes Kerman--have made it
to the Round of 16 this year compared
to two from Saudi—Al-Hilal and Al-
Shabab.

Both the Saudi clubs, however, topped
their respective groups while only
Zob-e Ahan managed to win Group B.
Zob-e Ahan will meet Mes Kerman
in the Round of 16 encounter but it
remains to be seen whether Esteqlal
will be able to add another away vic-
tory over the Saudis when they face
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Company helps ancient
Iranian art survive

o 3

A file replica of a bas-refef of Persepolis made by the STPIC.

The entrance of the Garden of Inscriptions, wivich opened at the courfyard of the

.

Niavaran Palace Museum in Tehran on February 3, 2009

In a village called Amirieh near
Tehran, skilled artisans in a
workshop are trying to keep an-
cient Iranian art and culture alive
and well for the benefit of those
who have been slowly forgetting
their origins over the past few
decades.

This workshop was established about 15 years ago
by the Shahriar Tandis and Peykare International
Company (STPIC) to manufacture statuettes of con-
temporary Iranian luminaries, Iranian personalities
from ancient times, and mythical personalities from
Persian literature.

You can find examples of their artwork in a gallery at
the company’s office in Tehran.

The company’s artists have sculpted cultural figures
from Ariobarzanes (368-330 BC), the Persian satrap
of Persis who fought against Alexander the Great, to
living legend of Iranian traditional music Moham-
madreza Shajarian.

They have also brought many Iranian epics to life,
such as the battle of Rustam and Sohrab and the
Third Adventure of the Shahnameh, with their crea-
tions.

One of the most interesting artifacts on display at the
STPIC office is a replica of the Cyrus Cylinder, which
is the same weight and size as the original artifact
kept in the British Museum.

Shortly after its inception, the STPIC shifted from
making small sculptures to working on larger
projects, one of most valuable of which is the Garden
of Inscriptions. 33 models of the ancient inscriptions
located in various sites of Iran are on display at the

(Phete by Saghar Amir-Azimi)

garden located in the courtyard of the Niavaran Pal-
ace Museum in Tehran.

“Most of the inscriptions were created by kings and
out of the reach of the common people in order to
safeguard them,” STPIC Managing Director Hossein
Taqavi explained to the Tehran Times last week.

The garden provides ordinary people and scholars
alike with easy access to models of the inscriptions
that are the same color and size as the originals, he
added.

Molding, making, and installation of the replicas
took 12 years and according to Taqavi, even planting
the grass at the garden was done by the STPIC.

The STPIC never received a penny for its work from
the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Or-
ganization (CHTHO), which had commissioned the
project, Taqgavi said, adding, “We only desired to see
the project through to its completion.”

He believes that most of the inscriptions are threat-
ened by destruction from human and natural factors
and the garden is a means to preserve the ancient
inscriptions for future generations.

A part of the Kartir inscription carved on the Zo-
roaster’s Kaba at the Nagsh-e Rustam site in Fars
Province vanished in 2006, just one year after it was
molded by the STPIC for the garden.

No harmful effects have been shown for the mate-
rial used to mold the inscriptions and other artifacts.
The material has been innovatively formulated by
the STPIC.

The STPIC has installed a great tableau depicting the
evolution of script at the 23rd Tehran International
Book Fair, currently underway in Tehran at Imam
Khomeini Mosalla.

Over the past three years, the STPIC has focused on
creating pieces for installation in buildings to com-

plement their architecture.

“New Iranian buildings lack national symbols,”
Taqavi lamented.

“Over the past three years, giving meaning to the en-
vironment has been high on our company’s priority
list,” he added.

In this way, in the revetment of a structure entitled
“The Nations’ Wall” at the CHTHO in Tehran, the
STPIC used tile-shaped plaster pieces bearing copies
of motifs originally carved on rocks and structures
located at various prehistoric and ancient sites in
Iran.

“With an introduction provided for each piece,
CHTHO’s clientele are kept busy with the details
given for each of artworks,” Taqavi said.

The CHTHO has approved a STPIC’s plan for deco-
rating its entrance using a design based on the gift
presenters’ bas-reliefs at Persepolis.

The molds for the decorations have been taken off
the originals at Persepolis.

The STPIC has made single balusters and urban fur-
niture carrying motifs and symbols of ancient Ira-
nian architecture. Some of the artworks have been
used in a number of locations in Tehran.

Over the past year, about 1.2 million artistic crea-
tions were crafted by the 273 artists working at
STPIC’s workshop located in Shahriar, which is a
working class neighborhood.

“We could have set up our workshop in one of better
districts of the capital, but we believe that providing
employment for people in less affluent communities
is a blessing for us,” Taqavi stated.

The STPIC has been honored several times as Iran’s
Employer of the Year.

So far, the company has held 15 foreign exhibits in
Germany, England, Russia, India, Oman, Qatar and
several other countries.

French cultural attaché in Tehran Jean-Claude Voi-
sin has proposed that the STPIC offer some of its
products at the Louvre Museum. Initial discussion of
the issue is on the agenda of an upcoming meeting
scheduled with Louvre officials.

The STPIC is also making a model of the Nations’
Gate of Persepolis for the Toronto municipality.

Creating each one of our artifacts requires an ex-
penditure of time-consuming, in-depth research,
Taqavi noted.

“The matter becomes more complex with abstract
designs, because they need even more time and tal-
ent, in a similar way that a poet must strive when
composing intricate rhymes in poetry.”

Photo: The entrance of the Garden of Inscriptions,
which opened at the courtyard of the Niavaran Pal-
ace Museum in Tehran on February 3, 2009 (Photo
by Saghar Amir-Azimi)

Photo: A tile replica of a bas-relief of Persepolis made
by the STPIC
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Stone inscription stolen from

Vakil Mosque in Shiraz

A stone inscription of the Vakil
Mosque of Shiraz was reported miss-
ing. No exact date of the theft has
been reported in the news.

The artifact bearing engravings of
verses from the holy surahs of Ikhlas
and part of Bagarah was situated on
the wall of the main entrance to the
mosque. The inscriptions were en-
graved on a precious jade stone meas-
uring 125x70cm.

“The guard of the mosque was found
with his arms and legs tied, after the
thieves had already fled,” director of
Fars Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Department Mohamma-
dreza Bazrgar told the Persian serv-
ice of Mehr.

He added that the mosque was un-
der the care and guardianship of Fars
Endowments and Charity Affairs De-
partment and not the cultural herit-
age department.

The Vakil Mosque is situated west of
the famous Vakil Bazaar. It was built
during the Zand dynasty (1750-1779)
and covers an area of 8,660 square
meters. Both sides of the entrance
gate are adorned by magnificent tile-
works and arches.

The prayer chamber of the mosque
contains 48 similar tall pillars of
stone with a beautiful ceiling and
a marble mihrab that is considered
to be one of the masterpieces of the
Zand era

Visitors flock to see
Behbahani’s mystic birds

A crowd of visitors flocked to the open-
ing of a sculpture exhibit on Friday,
May 7. Seen among them were illustra-
tor Nureddin Zarrinkelk, painter Iran
Darrudi, actors Hamid Jebbeli, Parviz
Purhosseini, Hedyeh Tehrani and Niki
Karimi, and critic Hadi Seif.

Taha Behbahani’s mystic birds drew
hundreds of visitors to the exhibit “Taha,
Lock, Bird, and Freedom” on its opening
day at Tehran’s Shirin Gallery.
Zarrinkelk regarded the sculptures a ‘sur-
prise’, calling them different and unique
and said, “One can see the trace of illus-
trations and paintings in Taha’s sculp-
tures, but what makes his work unique is
his usage of calligraphy in them.

“The idea of letters turning into three
dimensional objects has always excited
me, and when I saw Behbahani creating
a sculpture with the help of letters and
calligraphy, I was absolutely astonished,”
he remarked.

Critic Seif considered his artwork a fresh
hope for modern sculpture of Iran.

“The statues act as a bridge connecting
the worlds of miniature painting and
Iranian mysticism. They both possess a

modern nature, and also carry the mark
of an oriental painter and sculptor,” he
remarked.

A selection of 30 birds is on display in
the courtyard of Shirin gallery. In the
first hours of the exhibit, 21 sculptures
were sold at a total price of one billion
rials ($100,000).

The most expensive sculpture “Tree
of Lovers” sold for 200 million rials
($20,000).

The exhibit will run until May 19 at the
gallery located at No. 145 North Salimi
St., off Andarzgu Blvd. in the Farmanieh
neighborhood.

Taha Behbahani, painter, sculptor, set
designer, television and theater director
was born in 1948 in Tehran. He finished
high school at Kamalolmolk Art School,
and later studied at the Faculty of Dra-
matic Art at the University of Tehran,
graduating in set design for theater, tel-
evision and cinema.

He has held a number of solo and joint
exhibits in Iran and other countries.

TIBF official oblivious
to closure of Egyptian
pavilion

A top official of the 23rd Tehran Interna-
tional Book Fair (TIBF) has said that he
is unaware of the closure of the Egyptian
pavilion at the TIBF.

“‘'m not aware of the closing of the
Egyptian pavilion at the TIBF. At least,
such an incident has not occurred before
yesterday,” TIBF international section

director Mohammadreza Vasfi told the
Persian service of the Mehr News Agen-
cy on Saturday.

The Egyptian pavilion was shut down
at the TIBF on Thursday for offering
“Arabian Gulf Encyclopedia”, a book
promoting the false, misleading and re-
cently-concocted name of Arabian gulf
in place of the correct, long-established
and historically-documented name of
Persian Gulf. Tehran Police Chief Hos-
sein Sajedinia said the pavilion was shut
down and police forces recovered the

previously distributed copies of the book
with the assistance of TIBF officials and
judicial authorities.

“Arabian publishing companies are una-
ware of our sensitivities on this issue, so
we face similar problems every year dur-
ing the TIBF,” Vasfi said.

It has been rumored that an Italian pa-
vilion has also been closed down at the
TIBF. “No Italian publishing companies
whatsoever are participating in this
year’s book fair so as to be shut down,”
Vasfi noted.

“However, a number of Italian publica-
tions are being offered by other foreign
publishers at the TIBF,” he added.

“Due to their indiscipline, Italian pub-
lishing companies are not interesting
enough to be invited to international
book fairs, including the TIBF,” Vasfi
said to explain why TIBF did not invite
Italian publishing companies.

A total of 980 foreign publishers from
some 90 countries are participating in
the TIBF, which runs until May 15.
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Iranian center to
discuss Cyrus 11
and Zulgarnain

Founder of the Achaemenid
Persian Empire Cyrus the Great
and the concept of Zulgarnain
are scheduled to be discussed in
a seminar, which will be held
by the Center for the Great Is-
lamic Encyclopedia (CGIE) in
Tehran on May 27.

“The seminar has been organ-
ized to review the identity of
Zulqarnain mentioned in the
Holy Quran and the likelihood
of its conformity to known his-
torical examples,” the CGIE an-
nounced in a press release on
Sunday.

“In its cultural and historical
studies, the CGIE is striving
to rebuild strong cultural and
civilizational links between the
Iran of pre-Islamic eras, Iran
after the advent of Islam, and
what has been mentioned in Is-
lam,” it explained.

Some scholars say that that

Cyrus the Great is Zulqarnain,
whose story is told in the Holy
Quran, because Zulgarnain
means “one with two horns” in
Arabic.

Pasargadae, the first dynas-
tic capital of the Achaemenid
Empire, which was founded
by Cyrus the Great in the 6th
century BC, is home to a stone
bas-relief of a winged man con-
sidered to be Cyrus the Great by
some archaeologists and histori-
ans.

The bas-relief depicts a man
with four wings who is standing
and praying. He also is wearing
a crown which has two horns
on it.

Photo: The bas-relief of the
Winged Man, which is consid-
ered to be Cyrus the Great, at
Pasargadae in Fars Province

Iran’s “Aal”
to participate
at Cannes
Film Market

Bahram Bahrampur’s “Aal” will
participate at the Film Market of
Cannes Film Festival 2010.

English subtitles for the film are
now ready for film’s participation
in the event, the film producer Ali
Moallem told the Persian service of
IRNA.

“We decided on international
screening for the film after its suc-
cessful participation at the 28th Fajr
International Film Festival so we
have provided it with English subti-
tles,” he mentioned.

The film narrates a story of a young
couple who travels Armenia. During
their trip, they encounter a number
of strange events.

The Cannes Film Festival will be
held from May 12 to 23

Lt

TMCA reps
invited to
Venice Biennale

of Architecture

Roberto Rosolen, an official of the
12th Venice Biennale of Architec-
ture met with Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art (TMCA) Direc-
tor Mahmud Shaluii and invited
representatives of the museum to
attend the biennale this year.

They both met at the headquarters
of the biennial in Venice where
Rosolen officially invited TMCA
for the biennial running from Au-
gust 29 to November 21.

He noted that this is the first time
Iran will be taking part in the bi-
ennale of architecture, which is of
considerable significance.

Rosolen also expressed hope that
Iran will be establishing a perma-
nent exhibit in Venice. He also
asked for boosting the activities of
the museum in the city of Venice.
Iran boasts a number of highly pro-
fessional artists who are able to ac-
tively participate in international
programs, he stressed.

Shaluii, who is also the director of
Iran’s Office for Visual Arts, asked
the official to help introduce Ira-
nian art and architecture at the bi-
ennial in the best manner possible.

Tehran Symphony Orchestra
conductor quits

Conductor Manuchehr Sahbaii gave up his job at the
Tehran Symphony Orchestra on Sunday.

He told the Persian service of MNA that he is not re-
signing officially since he has made an informal com-
mitment to the orchestra and he explained that his de-
cision to leave is merely a test.

“I decided not to conduct the symphony because of ad-
ministrative problems and other difficulties, so guest
conductors will be invited to conduct the orchestra,”
he added.

He said that using guest conductors for orchestra will
produce negative results.

“Unfortunately the Tehran Symphony Orchestra is not
strong and such a process will end in its falling apart,”
he said.

“I have been the permanent conductor of the sympho-
ny since 2008. Regarding my two Ph.D. dissertations
on music and my fluency on five European languages,
I have opportunities to collaborate with a number of
international organizations,” he said.

He said that he would function as a guest conductor
with the Tehran Symphony Orchestra if he has suf-
ficient time.

Sahbaii was appointed as permanent conductor of the
orchestra in January 2008 after Nader Mashayekhi’s in-
formal dismissal from the post following an announce-
ment by the Music and Poetry Office of the Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance that the orchestra no
longer had a permanent leader.

Mashayekhi, like his predecessor, Ali Rahbari, had
complained about delays in the payment of the musi-
cians’ wages and said that salaries fell short of covering
the increases in the cost of living.

Over the past two years, the TSO has performed con-
certs occasionally, in commemoration of the Iran-Iraq
1980-1988 war and for ceremonies celebrating the an-
niversary of the Islamic Revolution.

Photo: Manuchehr Sahbaii conducts the Tehran Sym-
phony Orchestra during the performance of the Peace
and Friendship Symphony in Rome on January 27,
2010. (Mehr/Mahmudreza Amiri-Nadri)




| —

EU Accident Management
uild 590 Lo 1 Gl ot Jo oy ilSio i g il 08 o8 Bl b anilis
Replacement Vehicle, Repair, Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation

P.C.O REGISTERED MINI CAB DRIVERS

(O doud & jlud CEL 4O
(o5 o —T0) WuD Juogil b Solai Juo gl 0 01>
WIS oS (o b (FOlai o (Shwo (4 >
BDolai g 5310w S 30 L wol yo Céb o
“e 0wt 389 95 YU 51 58 5 Colos
( “ www.euaccident.co.uk
(ﬁa 56 Millennium Business Centre
3 Humber Road, Staples Corner, London NW2 6DW

0845 430 0347

BT Local Rate




Persian Weekly | Friday . 14 May 2010

NEWS

Tell us what
you think

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Contact: 02084554203

Iran says it warned off US
plane near manoeuvres
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TEHRAN: Iran’s military warned off a
U.S. reconnaissance aircraft trying to
approach Iranian naval manoeuvres,
the semi-official Fars News Agency
said yesterday. The incident involving
the two old adversaries happened on
Monday, it quoted the armed forces
chief as saying.

Iran’s navy last week launched eight
days of exercises in the Gulf and the
Gulf of Oman, a region crucial for
global oil supplies. “A US reconnais-
sance aircraft which had intended to
approach our operational war games
left ... upon the timely warning of our
air defence forces,” Fars quoted armed
forces commander Ataollah Salehi as
saying.

He was speaking to reporters as the
military test-fired two surface-to-sea
missiles in the Gulf of Oman, it added.
There was no immediate U.S. com-
ment on the report.

Pieter Wezeman, a researcher on
military issues at the Stockholm In-
ternational Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI), said similar incidents had
happened before and did not neces-
sarily signal an escalation in tension.

To me it sounds like standard behav-
iour from both sides,” he said by tele-
phone from the Swedish capital. “I re-
call a number of them over the years.”
Earlier this month, Iran revealed that
one of its military planes had photo-
graphed a US aircraft carrier, suggest-
ing that the U.S. ship’s crew had ob-
jected to the Iranian action.

U.S. Defence Secretary Robert Gates
said last week Iran was challenging
US naval power in the Middle East
with an array of offensive and de-
fensive weapons. The U.S. military is
present in most Gulf Arab countries
and has expanded land- and sea-based
missile defence systems in and around
the Gulf during a protracted nuclear
stand-off with Iran.

Iran’s manoeuvres coincide with ris-
ing tension between Iran and the
West over Tehran’s uranium enrich-
ment programme. Western officials
suspect it is aimed at developing nu-
clear weapons capacity. Iran says it is
only for electricity generation.

The United States is lobbying for a
fourth round of UN sanctions on the
Islamic state over its refusal to halt
sensitive nuclear activities and open
up to UN inspections.

Iran often announces advances in its
military capabilities and tests weap-
onry in an apparent attempt to show
its readiness for any strikes by Israel
or the United States.

Israel, widely believed to have the
Middle East’s only nuclear arsenal, has
described Iran’s nuclear programme
as a threat to its existence and has not
ruled out military action.

In exercises held in the Gulf and the
Strait of Hormuz last month, offi-
cial media said the elite Revolution-
ary Guards tested missiles and a new
speedboat capable of destroying en-
emy ships.

Iran, a predominantly Shi’ite Muslim
state, has said it would respond to any
attack by targeting US interests in the
region and Israel, as well as closing the
Strait of Hormuz.

About 40 percent of the world’s trad-
ed oil leaves the Gulf region through
the strategic narrows. Salehi said: “It’s
past the epoch when America would
change the regime in a country by just
dispatching a warship.” Iran is “very
serious about the protection of its in-
terests”, the armed forces chief added.
- Reuters

Brazil will explore all options
in Iran nuclear talks

MADRID/TEHRAN (Reuters) - Brazil-
ian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
said he would try everything to reach
a solution with Iran over its nuclear
program, according to a newspaper in-
terview on Sunday.

“I want to exhaust every possibility up
until the last minute of finding a pact
with the President of Iran so that it can
carry on enriching uranium but assur-
ing us that it’s only for peaceful pur-
poses,” he told El Pais.

Turkey and Brazil, both non-perma-
nent members of the United Nations
Security Council, have been trying
to revive a stalled nuclear fuel deal
in a bid to stave off further sanctions
against Iran.

Lula will travel to Iran at the end of
next week to work with President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and other
Iranian leaders towards a negotiated
solution with Iran, Brazilian Foreign
Minister Celso Amorim told Reuters
on Friday.

Last week Iran voiced optimism about
Turkish and Brazilian mediation ef-
forts in its nuclear dispute with the
West, saying it welcomed in principle
ideas aimed at reviving a stalled nucle-
ar fuel deal with major powers.

Asked about Turkish and Brazilian
proposals, Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast said
“new formulas have been raised about
the exchange of fuel.”

“I think we can arrive at practical
agreements on these formulas,” he

said. “That is why we welcomed the
proposals in principle ... and left the
details for more examination.”

He did not elaborate on the content of
the proposals or say when they were
presented. Last year’s UN-drafted plan
revolved around Iran sending uranium
abroad for further processing.

Iran’s Mehr News Agency said Turkish
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan would
also be in Tehran on May 16, but his
office said there were currently no
such plans.

The fuel plan is seen as a way to remove
much of Iran’s low-enriched uranium
(LEU) stockpile while Iran would get
specially processed fuel to keep its nu-
clear medicine program running.

But the proposal broke down over
Iran’s insistence on doing the swap
only on its territory, rather than ship-
ping its LEU abroad in advance, and in
smaller, phased amounts, meaning no
meaningful cut in a stockpile which
grows day by day.

Brazil favors a mooted compromise in
which Iran could export its uranium to
another country in return for higher-
enriched fuel for a Tehran research
reactor. Iran has so far insisted the ex-
change must take place on its territory.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Ryabkov called for flexibility from
Iran, while indicating that nations
pressing Tehran on its nuclear pro-
gram may also have to compromise.

“A certain gap remains between the
Iran version of this fuel deal and what
the (UN nuclear agency) proposed,”
he said in a radio interview posted on
Russia’s Foreign Ministry website.

“For this reason it’s necessary to exert
additional effort and to show a certain
flexibility, including from the Iranian
side, in order to find a mutually ac-
ceptable solution,” he said.

Photo: Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula Da Silva (Getty Images)
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Obama adviser warns
Russia against arms

sale to Iran

In a generally upbeat assessment
of ties with Russia, Gary Samore,
White House coordinator for arms
control, weapons of mass destruc-
tion proliferation and terrorism,
said he thought Russia understood
Washington’s position and would
be surprised if Moscow shipped
the S-300 anti-aircraft system that
Iran has ordered.

“We’ve made it very clear to the
Russians that that would have a
very significant impact on our
bilateral relations,” said Samore.
“I think the Russians understand
that the consequences would be
very severe.”

Tehran has urged Russia not to
bow to Western pressure over the
sale of the system which, analysts
say, could help Iran thwart any
attempt to bomb Iran’s nuclear
facilities.

The United States and Israel have
refused to rule out military action
against Iran if diplomacy fails to
resolve the dispute over its nuclear
facilities. Tehran says its nuclear
program is for peaceful purposes,
but Western governments believe
it is aimed at bomb-making.

Washington is pressing other glo-
bal powers to agree to a fourth
round of U.N. sanctions against
Tehran over its refusal to halt its
nuclear work, but Samore said
Iran’s program had suffered tech-
nical setbacks, giving diplomacy a
bit more time.

“The nuclear clock is not moving
as quickly as some feared,” he said.

DEFENDING RESET WITH RUS-
SIA

Samore defended the Obama ad-
ministration’s decision this week
to revive an agreement with Rus-
sia in which the two countries
would cooperate on civilian nu-
clear energy, saying the Russians
had been more cooperative on

issues ranging from dealing with
Iran to reducing nuclear arms.

But he stopped short of saying that
the proposed nuclear deal would
be withdrawn if the Russians sent
the anti-aircraft system to Iran, or
backed away from supporting a
new resolution on U.N. Security
Council sanctions against Iran.

“I think we are seeing good coop-
eration from the Russians and I
think that will be apparent to eve-
rybody once the Security Council
takes action,” Samore said. “I think
we will get a good resolution with
Russian and Chinese support.”

Washington’s effort to renew the
civilian nuclear deal with Rus-
sia is the latest attempt to “reset”
U.S. relations with Russia, one of
President Barack Obama’s foreign
policy priorities.

The civilian nuclear deal was
shelved almost two years ago over
Russia’s war with Georgia, when
relations between Washington
and Moscow reached a post-Cold
War low.

The agreement is not a treaty but
it must be submitted to Congress
for a 90 day review and lawmak-
ers can vote to kill it before it be-
comes effective.

Some Republicans in Congress
have expressed concern that
Obama is going too far in Russia’s
direction before getting Moscow
to sign on to a tough sanctions
resolution on Iran.

“By trading this agreement for
Russian support for a weak, mean-
ingless round of Iran sanctions at
the UN Security Council, the U.S.
has severely hampered its own
efforts to isolate the Iranian re-
gime,” said Ileana Ros-Lehtinen,
the ranking Republican on the
House Foreign Affairs Committee.

(Source: Reuters)
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Iran grants visas to
detained US hikers’
mothers

A\

TEHRAN — Iran has issued visas for the
mothers of three US hikers held for more
than nine months in the Islamic republic,
the foreign ministry said on Tuesday, de-
scribing Tehran’s decision as a “humani-
tarian act.”

“The visas have been issued. They can
pick them up and travel to Iran to meet
their children,” ministry spokesman
Ramin Mehmanparast told reporters.

Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki
said late Monday that the mothers of the
three young Americans, jailed since July
2009 for “illegal entry” into Iran, would
be granted visas.

“This is a humanitarian act, we have
not seen any such response on the other
side,” Mehmanparast said, criticising the
United States which has had no diplo-
matic ties with Iran for nearly three dec-
ades.

Shane Bauer, 27, Sarah Shourd, 31, and
Josh Fattal, 27, were detained last July 31
after straying across Iran’s border during
a hiking trip in northern Iraq’s Kurdistan
region.

Iran initially accused them of spying but
Mottaki said in December that they faced
charges of entering the country illegally.
The trio are being held in Tehran’s noto-
rious Evin prison.

Washington said last month it was “deep-
ly alarmed” over the fate of the hikers af-
ter relatives said two of them had fallen
into poor health and all were considering
a hunger strike.

The families of the three hikers expressed
hope on Monday that they would soon
be able to travel to Iran in order to see
their children.

“We have not received official confirma-
tion that this is the case but we would
obviously be delighted if it is true and are
ready to travel as soon as our visas are is-
sued,” they said in a joint statement.
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Obama adviser
warns Russia against
arms sale to Iran

In a generally upbeat assessment of ties with
Russia, Gary Samore, White House coordi-
nator for arms control, weapons of mass de-
struction proliferation and terrorism, said
he thought Russia understood Washington’s
position and would be surprised if Moscow
shipped the S-300 anti-aircraft system that
Iran has ordered.

“We've made it very clear to the Russians
that that would have a very significant im-
pact on our bilateral relations,” said Samore.
“I think the Russians understand that the
consequences would be very severe.”

Tehran has urged Russia not to bow to
Western pressure over the sale of the sys-
tem which, analysts say, could help Iran
thwart any attempt to bomb Iran’s nuclear
facilities.

The United States and Israel have refused

to rule out military action against Iran if

diplomacy fails to resolve the dispute over
its nuclear facilities. Tehran says its nu-
clear program is for peaceful purposes, but
Western governments believe it is aimed at
bomb-making.

Washington is pressing other global powers
to...>> Page 3

Iran grants visas to
detained US hikers’
mothers

Iran has issued visas for the mothers of
three US hikers held for more than nine
months in the Islamic republic, the for-
eign ministry said on Tuesday, describing
Tehran’s decision as a >>Page 3

Iran says it warned off US
plane near manoeuvres

Iran’s military warned off a U.S. reconnais-
sance aircraft trying to approach Iranian na-
val manoeuvres, the semi-official Fars News
Agency said yesterday. The incident involv-
ing the two old adversaries happened on
Monday, it quoted the armed >>Page 4

Iranian center to
discuss Cyrus II and
Zulgarnain

Founder of the Achaemenid Persian Empire
Cyrus the Great and the concept of Zulqar-
nain are scheduled to be discussed in a semi-
nar, which will be held by the Center for the
Great Islamic Encyclopedia (CGIE) in Tehran
on May 27. >>Page 6

TMCA reps invited to
Venice Biennale of Architecture

Roberto Rosolen, an official of the 12th Ven-
ice Biennale of Architecture met with Te-
hran Museum of Contemporary Art (TMCA)
Director Mahmud Shaluii and >> Page 6

David Cmeron Is New
British Prime Minister

Sepahan wins IPL title

Sepahan of Isfahan claimed the title of the Iran Professional >> Page 9

Two Languages can be better than one!

To reach your Iranian audience, talk to “Persian Weekly” first!
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