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10 Harley Street
London W1G 9PF

Telephone: +44 20 8202 1836
Mobile: +44 790 333 7498
Email: Shahin_Nejad@hotmail.co.uk

Appointments only:
(Evening & weekends available)
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UK Office: Golders Green,

8 Accommodation Road London

NWI11 8ED Tell: 02084558413
07752479826

University of ING'S

Kent 3@
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Hampstead

UK visa, student and immigration
Extension of UK visas

Canadian and Australian visas
Visa application forms

Statement of purpose

English language schools/colleges
Undergrad,Postgrad application
Phd application

UCAS Application

Portfolio and CV creation

Free Appointments

Our partners
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IPL Hair Removal

Permanent Hair Removal by
Intense Pulsed Light (IPL)

IPL is a great way to get rid of unwanted
hair and avoid regular shaving or waxing.

Full Body
£300.00

Limited Offer
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Rescue and recovery

24 /7 days a week
Mechanical- Body Work - Storage Facilities-
Free Scrap your car

07565100902
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Tose Limited.
2nd Floor, 90 Fonthill Road 4 London N4 3HT

Tel: +44 (0) 207 2638256
Fax: +44(0) 207 6573088
Mobile: +44 (0) 7505494669
www.tosae.com, info@tosae.com
toselimited@googlemail.com
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Finchley House
707 High Road Finchley, London N12 0BT
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Tell us what
you think

I am proud to be Iranian,
Aravane Rezael says

Newly-crowned Madrid Tennis Masters
2010 champion Aravane Rezaei said she
was very proud of her Iranian lineage.

Rezaei defeated number two Venus Wil-
liams with a stunning 6-2, 7-5 victory and
wants more prestigious titles in the future.
“I want to be number one. In the time be-
ing I am training eight hours a day to pre-
pare for the Roland Garros,” the French
national Rezaei said.

The 23-year-old with Iranian roots added,
“I am proud of being Iranian and we speak
Farsi in our home. I will return to my
motherland after Roland Garros to talk to
the Iranian reporters,” she added.

“I did my best in the Spain tournament
and beat all my rivals in the one-week
competitions, I am proud of myself for
that,” Rezaei said.

Rezai had only claimed WTA Tour titles
at Strasbourg and Bali prior to Madrid.
She gained victories over former world
number one’s Junstine Henin and Jelena
Jankovic in the prestigious tournament.
Aravane Rezai of France, the world
number 24, stunned Venus Williams 6-2
7-5 to capture the Madrid Open title.

Rezai broke her American opponent twice
to take the first set with ease and fought
back from 5-2 down in the second to win
in one hour, 42 minutes.

my b =)
WTAT A

It was the unseeded 23-year-old’s third ca-
reer title after triumphs in Strasbourg and
Bali last year.

Despite the defeat, Williams, who turns 30
next month, will return to number two in
the world rankings on Monday.

“’I just cannot believe this,”” said Rezai.
“’She played very well and I've always re-
spected her as a player and a champion. I
just tried my best today and it worked well
for me.””

Rezai blasted winners from all corners of
the court and won 100% of points on her
first serve as she took the opening set in
less than half an hour.

Williams rallied in the second and stormed
into a 5-2 lead but Rezai refused to be sub-
dued.

She saved five set points before squaring
the match at 5-5 and pushed on to take the
title on her first match point.

A shocked Williams, winner of nine clay
titles, uttered just one sentence at the
presentation ceremony.

“’She played well, congratulations,” said

the five-time Wimbledon champion.

Iran advances to Asian
Boys’ Volleyball
Championship semi-final

Tehran-Iran narrowly defeated Chinese Taipei and made it to the semi-final
round of the 8th Asian Youth Boys’ Volleyball Championship on Saturday.
Iran beat hard-hitting Chinese Taipei 3-2 (25-20, 25-19, 23-25, 21-25, 15-9) at
the Azadi Stadium Hall.

India and South Korea have already qualified for the semi-final round. The
Iranian team is scheduled to play India on Thursday.

The competition is regarded as the qualification tournament for both the first
Youth Olympic Games in Singapore and for the 2011 FIVB Boys’ Youth World
Championship.

A total of 10 teams divided into two pools of five for the preliminary round
with Pool A consisting of the host and defending champion Iran, as well as
China, South Korea, Australia and Sri Lank. Japan, runners up in 2009, head
Pool B with India, Kazakhstan, Chinese Taipei and Thailand

“I am so glad that the season is over.
Bochum’s position was bad and the
players were not in coordination.
Some of them were stressed out
during the matches. I think Bo-
chum deserved to be relegated,”
Hashemian stated.

Hashemian
denies move

to Persepolis

Relegated Bochum striker Vahid
Hashemian rejected media specula-
tion that he would join the Tehran-
based football club Persepolis.

Hashemian joined Hamburg in
1999 and then played for Bayern
Munich and Hannover 96.

Hashemian’s current contract ends defender
this summer and he has yet to ne-
gotiate with a new team.

“I have not talked to Persepolis or

any other team,” Hashemian said.

Meanwhile,
Hadi Aghili is also one of players
Persepolis is interested in for the
next season. However, he said that
he would not return to his former

Sepahan

club.
The 33-year-old footballer believes
that Bochum deserved to be rel-
egated from Bundesliga.

“I have not reached an agreement
with Persepolis,” Aghili said
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In Honor of Ferdowsi

I suffered during these thirty years, but I have revived
the Iranians with the Persian language; I shall not die
since I am alive again, as I have spread the seeds of this
language ...

Ferdowsi is considered the greatest Persian poet, mainly
for writing Shahnameh (The Grand Book)--the Persian
national epic.

He devoted most of his adult life to Shahnameh, which

was originally composed for the Samanid princes of
Khorasan, who were the chief instigators of the revival
of Persian cultural traditions after the Arab conquest in
the 7th century, Iranchamber reported.

Ferdowsi was born in Khorasan in a village near Tous
in 935. During his lifetime, this dynasty was conquered
by the Ghaznavid Turks, and there are various stories
describing the lack of interest shown by the new ruler
of Khorasan, Mahmoud of Ghaznavi, in Ferdowsi and

his work. Ferdowsi is said to have died around 1020 in
poverty and embittered by royal neglect, though confi-
dent of his poem’s ultimate fame.

Shahnameh

The poetic epic is one of the definite classics of the
world. It tells the heroic tales of ancient Persia.
Ferdowsi’s style in describing the events takes the read-
ers back to the ancient times and makes one sense and

feel the events. He worked for 30 years to finish this
masterpiece.

For nearly a thousand years, the Persians continue to
read and listen to this masterwork in which the Persian
national epic found its final and enduring form. It is the
history of Iran’s glorious past, preserved for all times in
sonorous and majestic verse.

According to Nezami, Ferdowsi was a landowner, de-
riving a comfortable income from his estates. He had

only one child, a daughter, and it was to provide her a
dowry that he set his hand to the task that was to oc-
cupy him for more than 30 years.

From Prose to Poetry

Shahnameh is a poem of nearly 60,000 couplets and
based mainly on a prose work of the same name com-
piled in the poet’s early youth. This prose was largely
the translation of a Pahlavi (Middle Persian) work, the
Khvatay-nameh, a history of the kings of Persia from
mythical times down to the reign of Khosrow II (590-
628). But it also contained additional material continu-
ing the story up to the overthrow of the Sassanians by
Arabs in the middle of the 7th century AD.

The first to undertake the versification of this chronicle
of pre-Islamic and legendary Persia was Daqiqi, a poet
in the court of Samanids, who came to a violent end
after completing only 1,000 verses. These verses, which
deal with the rise of Zoroaster, were later incorporated
by Ferdowsi, with due acknowledgements, in his own
poem.

An important feature of this work is that while Arabic
was considered the main language of science and lit-
erature, Ferdowsi used only Persian in his masterpiece.
As Ferdowsi himself says, “Persian language is revived
by this work”. Finally completed in 1010, Shahnameh
was presented to the celebrated Sultan Mahmoud of
Ghaznavid, who by that time had made himself mas-
ter of Ferdowsi’s homeland, Khorasan. The relationship
between the poet and the patron is largely legendary.

Bigoted Response

According to Nezami, Ferdowsi came to Ghazna in per-
son and through the good offices of the minister Ahmad
ibn Hassan Meymandi was able to secure the sultan’s
acceptance of the poem. Unfortunately, Mahmoud
then consulted certain enemies of the minister as to the
poet’s reward. They suggested that Ferdowsi should be
given 50,000 dirhams, and even this, they said, was too
much, in view of his Shiite beliefs.

Mahmoud, a bigoted Sunnite, was influenced by their
words, and in the end Ferdowsi received only 20,000
dirhams. Bitterly disappointed, he went to the bath and,
on coming out, bought a drink and divided the whole of
the money between the bath attendant and the drink-
seller.

Fearing the sultan’s wrath, he fled first to Herat, where
he was in hiding for six months. He then traveled
through his native Tous to Mazandaran where he found
refuge in the court of Sepahbod Shahriyar whose family
claimed descent from the last of the Sassanians.

There, Ferdowsi composed a satire of 100 verses on
Sultan Mahmoud, which he inserted in the preface of
Shahnameh and read it to Shahriyar. Ferdowsi offered
to dedicate the poem to Shahriyar as a descendant of the
ancient kings of Persia, instead of Mahmoud.
Shahriyar, however, persuaded him to leave the dedica-
tion to Mahmoud, bought the satire from him for 1,000
dirhams a verse and had it expunged from the poem.
The whole text of this satire, bearing every mark of au-
thenticity, has survived to the present.

According to the narrative of Nezami, Ferdowsi died
inopportunely just as Sultan Mahmoud had determined
to make amends for his shabby treatment of the poet by
sending him 60,000 dinars worth of indigo.

Nezami does not mention the date of Ferdowsi’s death.
The earliest date given by later authorities is 1020 and
the latest 1026. However, it is certain that he lived to be
more than 80.
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Iran honors Japanese
Khayyam scholar Emiko Okada

Old pizzazz missing at Cannes
Film Market: Farabi official

Japanese Khayyam scholar Emiko
Okada was honored during a cere-
mony at the Silk Museum in the port
city of Yokohama during the past
week.

The event, organized by Iran’s Em-
bassy in Japan, was attended by Ira-
nian ambassador to Japan Seyyed
Abbas Araqchi and several other Ira-
nian officials.

“We are proud of this Japanese lady
and prominent university professor
who has done her best in the dis-
semination of our culture,” Araqchi
mentioned during the event.

She has translated the last 100 cou-
plets of Khayyam’s poetry remaining
untranslated from the original Per-
sian. Khayyam’s writings have been
translated into numerous languages
around the world, he said.

Okada has previously conducted re-

search on Ferdowsi and has trans-
lated his masterpiece the Shahnameh
into Japanese too, he added.

Other Japanese scholars have trans-
lated parts of Khayyam’s poetry into
Japanese but she is the first scholar
who has translated the epic work in
its entirety, he added.

The Iranian Embassy honored her
lifetime achievements to introduce
Persian literature and culture and
her publications in this realm, he
added.

At the ceremony, Okada spoke on
Persian culture and literature in Jap-
anese and read parts of Khayyam’s
poetry.

Photo: Japanese Khayyam expert
Emiko Okada delivers a speech dur-
ing a ceremony, which was held
at the Silk Museum of Yokohama.
(IRNA/Jamshid Rezaii)

Sculptors call on
officials to pursue

Tehran statue thefts

Sculptors urged the officials to take
serious steps to vigorously investigate
the recent serial thefts of bronze stat-
ues across capital Tehran.

Sculptors asked officials for adequate
safeguarding of sculptures situated in
local neighborhoods and parks after
several bronze statues were reported
missing over the past few weeks.

The statues were allegedly stolen for
the scrap value of the metal used in
making them, Tehran Municipal-
ity’s Statue Office director Mojtaba
Musavi had once said earlier.

And now after several weeks, no reli-
able source has yet to take charge of
the case and no promising news has
been released.

Busts of two leaders of the Iranian
Constitutional Movement, Sattar
Kahn in Sattar Khan Street and Bager
Khan in Shahr-Ara Street, and the
bust of Iranian master of intarsia art
Mohammad-Hossein ~ Sani’khatam

at Mellat Park as well as two other
sculptures from the courtyard of the
Iranian Artists Forum are seen on the
list of missing items.

A bronze statue of a “Calf” located in
the courtyard of the Faculty of Vet-
erinary Medicine of the University
of Tehran, and a bust of Avicenna in
Behjatabad Park in the Karim Khan
Zand neighborhood are also among
the statues vanishing over the few
weeks. “Sculptors expect serious
prosecution in this case. I see scant
attention. The team who carried out
these serial thefts was well equipped,”
sculptor of the missing Sani’khatam
bust Hamid Shans told the Persian
service of MNA. “How can one steal a
heavy bronze statue located in a place
where there is no electrical service
nearby? This shows the perpetra-
tors were extremely equipped pro-
fessionals,” he remarked. “Locating
statues across the city is a necessity,
not merely for the sake of beautifica-
tion, and the recent reaction of offi-
cials indicates their lack of interest in
improving the visual environs of our
neighborhoods.

The 2010 Cannes Film Market is not gen-
erating the excitement it used to several
years ago, Farabi Cinematic Foundation
International Department Director Amir
Esfandiari says.

The market runs from May 12 to 21 on
the sidelines of the Cannes Film Festival
in France.

The European recession has dragged on
into this year, apparently pulling the
market down and causing it to lose some
of its consumers, Esfandiari told the Per-
sian service of ISNA on Tuesday.

“The film festival itself has received a
better and warmer welcome despite the
global economic situation and the vol-
canic ash cloud drifting across Europe,”
he remarked.

Among the countries participating in the
market, Iran has tried to appear more
dynamic. “Several film companies are
attending this year among which are
Filimiran, Iranian House of Cinema, Art
Bureau of the Islamic Ideology Dissemi-
nation Organization (IIDO), and Farabi
Cinematic Foundation,” he added.
However, the director of Shahrzad In-
ternational Film Distribution Company
Katayun Shahabi has lamented over the
mismanagement of the distribution of
Iranian films at the Cannes Film Market.

“The Iranian film market faces problems
in introducing and distributing films in
foreign markets. I hope that officials pro-
vide needed facilities for international
distribution of Iranian films,” she had
said.

ifteen Iranian movies have gained screen-
ing permissions at the market. Among
those which have been screened so far
are Bahram Bahrampur’s “Aal”, Puran
Derakhshandeh’s “Endless Dreams”, and
Shahriar Bahrani’s “The Kingdom of
Solomon”.

Cinema expert on international affairs
Mohammad Atbaii is also among those
who complained against the unplanned
appearance of Iranian cineastes at the
market.

“I wish we had done a better job of plan-

ning. Unfortunately, the cineastes did
not have rudimentary knowledge of how
to make best use of the market and the
festival.

“I hope the officials at the Iranian House
of Cinema will learn some day that they
have a rightful place in the international
village alongside other countries and not
just a spot at the film market. The inter-
national village is a place where all film
producers have a chance to meet others
and show off their productions,” he ex-
plained.

Atbaii who is currently at the market in
Cannes continued saying that months
before the start of the Cannes film fes-
tival, CDs and brochures for Abdorreza
Kahani’s “Nothing”, a social drama on a
deprived family, were submitted to for-
eign festivals. However, the Iranian Min-
istry of Culture and Islamic Guidance an-
nounced its refusal to grant a screening
license for “Nothing” just a few days be-
fore the event.

“We were supposed to meet the manag-
ers and officials to whom we had sub-
mitted copies of the film, and they were
going to inform us about their approvals.
It was difficult to justify the decision to
them.”

He later talked about his evaluation of
the market and explained that the mar-
ket is becoming smaller for the films
with artistic views and independent cin-
ema every year.

Atbaii also remarked that the festival is
repeating itself, “I do pay my respect to
all the great participating filmmakers at
the gala, but unfortunately, what we see
at the festival is fewer attempts to dis-
cover new talent. It is a circle of 50 to 60
filmmakers dominating the competition
section, and novice directors are over-
looked.”

“But still, the festival is a good oppor-
tunity, and we must not undermine the
market and should try to have better
programming,” he concluded.

Photo: Cannes’ Palme d’Or (Reuters/
Christian Hartmann)
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Italy awards Iranian
documentarian Kamran
Shirdel Order of Merit

Iranian documentary filmmaker

Kamran Shirdel was recently
awarded the Italian Cavaliere di
Gran Croce OMRI.

This is the first class Order of Mer-
it of the Italian Republic awarded
for contributions in the fields of
literature, music, economy, public
service, social, philanthropic, and
humanitarian activities.

Shirdel received the award during
a ceremony held at the Italian Em-
bassy here in Tehran.
Documentarian Shirdel is the first
Iranian filmmaker who has re-
ceived the Italian medal.

“Kamran Shirdel is no doubt the
father of Iran’s modern cinema,
especially in social documentary
cinema. He has played a major
role in introducing and promot-

ing Italian neo-realism. He has
also helped introduce great Italian
filmmakers of the 1960’s and 70’s,
including Federico Fellini, Franc-
esco Rosi, and Michelangelo An-
tonioni,” reads part of the letter It-
aly has published for the occasion
of awarding the medal to Shirdel.
Born in 1939 in Tehran, Shirdel is
one of the most widely renowned
Iranian documentary filmmakers.
He was the founder of Kish Inter-
national Documentary Film Festi-
val (KIDFF) (not held for several
years) which was of high impor-
tance to novice filmmakers.
“Morning of the 4th Day”, “Mir-
ror”, “The Night It Rained”, and
“Simin” are among Shirdel’s cred-
1ts.

introduced at the ceremony.

Albanian library named after Ferdowsi

A library in the southern Albanian city of Berat was named after the
Iranian epic poet Ferdowsi during a ceremony last week.

The event was a part of a program organized to pay tribute to Vajiha
Bukharai, the Albanian translator of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and Gu-
listan, and Bustan of the Iranian poet Sadi. The Iranian ambassador
and cultural attaché, the mayor of Berat, and a number of the city’s
local officials attended the program. A bust of Bukharai was also un-
veiled in front of the library on the sidelines of the program. “Fer-
dowsi in the Albanian World and Vajiha Bukharai”, a book that has
recently been published by the Iranian Embassy in Tirana, was also

Iranian entries for
Cannes Film Market
suffer from misman-
agement: distributor

The director of Shahrzad Interna-
tional Film Distribution Company
Katayun Shahabi lamented over the
mismanagement of the distribution
of Iranian films at the Cannes Film
Market. She told the Persian service
of MNA that Iranian officials should
provide adequate funding for at-
tending such important events as the
Cannes Film Market throughout the
year due to intense competition.

“The Iranian film market faces prob-
lems in introducing and distributing
films in foreign markets, I hope that
officials provide needed facilities for
international distribution of Iranian
films,” she mentioned.
“Unfortunately many buyers have
criticized the poor quality of some
films which are offered at the mar-
ket,” she lamented.

She also mentioned that the global
economic situation and the volcanic
ash cloud drifting across Europe led to
a decline in this edition of the Cannes
Film Market.

“Ointment” by Alireza Davudnejad,
“All My Mothers” by Ebrahim Saeidi,
“Mark Park” by Baktash Abtin and
“We get used to” by Mohsen Ostad-
Ali Makhmalbaf are among the films
offered by the Shahrzad Company.
The Cannes Film Market runs from
May 12 to 21 May on the sidelines of
the Cannes Film Festival in France.

Carpet book of Rubaiyat
of Khayyam unveiled
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A rare copy of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam wo-
ven into a carpet was unveiled Tuesday in the presence
of Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Moham-
mad Hosseini during a ceremony in Neyshbaur where
Khayyam is laid to rest.

May 18 marks the birthday of the great Iranian poet,
astronomer, and mathematician Omar Khayyam
(1048-1131). Iranians annually celebrate the occasion
as Khayyam Day.

“This precious treasure took 15 years to complete un-
der the supervision of Mehdi Rajabzadeh along with a
team of 70 carpet weavers,” said host Ebrahim Amanol-
lahi.

“The carpet book is comprised of 92 double-sided pag-
es. Each page holds several verses of the Rubaiyat deco-
rated with miniatures and illumination woven into silk
fabric.

“The front cover bears an image of the mausoleum of
Khayyam and the inside of the cover holds the identity
certificate of the carpet. The back cover also contains a
miniature created by Iranian master of miniature Mah-
mud Farshchian,” he explained.

Amanollahi added that a ceremony to be attended by
cultural heritage officials and masters of carpet weav-
ing is being arranged in Tehran soon in honor of the
team of the carpet-weavers.

Shahram Nazeri to honor Nima Yushij

Shahram Nazeri plans to perform a concert in
honor of the Iranian blank verse poet Nima
Yushij on May 20.
The concert will be held at Nima’s home in

the village of Yush, the home town of the
poet who is considered the father of Persian
blank verse poetry, the Persian service of

ISNA reported on Friday.

Nazeri will perform a repertoire of poems by

Nima during the concert.

The performance will be held on the sideline
of a seminar on Nima, which has been organ-
ized by the Faculty of Persian Language and
Literature of the University of Mazandaran

on the 50th anniversary of the death of the
poet.

Born Ali Esfandiari, Nima (1896-1960) died
of pneumonia in the Shemiran neighborhood
in Tehran, but was buried in Yush located in
Iran’s northern province of Mazandaran, as
he had willed.

Nazeri is also slated to give concerts in honor
of the Persian Gulf on Kish Island from May
25 to 27.

Nazeri’s concert in Bushehr, which had been
scheduled for National Persian Gulf Day on
April 30, was cancelled due to its coincidence
with a religious observance.
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10-point nuclear deal between
Iran, Turkey and Brazil

Iran, Turkey, and Brazil issued a
10-point declaration according to
which Iran would ship 1200 kilo-
grams of its low enriched uranium
to Turkey to be exchanged with 120
kilograms of higher enriched nuclear
fuel to power Tehran’s medical reac-
tor.

Following is the text of the deal
signed in Tehran between Iran, Tur-
key and Brazil:

1. We reaffirm our commitment to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons and in accord-
ance with the related articles of the
NPT, recall the right of all State Par-
ties, including the Islamic Republic
of Iran, to develop research, produc-
tion and use of nuclear energy (as
well as nuclear fuel cycle including
enrichment activities) for peaceful
purposes without discrimination.

2. We express our strong conviction
that we have the opportunity now to
begin a forward looking process that
will create a positive, constructive,
non-confrontational atmosphere
leading to an era of interaction and
cooperation.

3. We believe that the nuclear fuel
exchange is instrumental in initiat-
ing cooperation in different areas, es-
pecially with regard to peaceful nu-
clear cooperation including nuclear
power plant and research reactors
construction.

4. Based on this point the nuclear
fuel exchange is starting point to
begin cooperation and a positive
constructive move forward among
nations. Such a move should lead to
positive interaction and cooperation
in the field of peaceful nuclear activi-
ties replacing and avoiding all kinds
of confrontation through refraining
from measures, actions and rhetori-
cal statements that would jeopardize
Iran’s rights and obligations under
the NPT.

5. Based on the above, in order to fa-
cilitate the nuclear cooperation men-
tioned above, the Islamic Republic of

Iran agrees to deposit 1200 kg LEU
in Turkey. While in Turkey this LEU
will continue to be the property of
Iran. Iran and the IAEA may station
observers to monitor the safekeeping
of the LEU in Turkey.

6. Iran will notify the IAEA in writ-
ing through the official channels of
its agreement with the above with-
in seven days following the date of
this declaration. Upon the positive
response of the Vienna Group (US,
Russia, France and the IAEA) further
details of the exchange will be elabo-
rated through a written agreement
and proper arrangement between
Iran and the Vienna Group that spe-
cifically committed themselves to
deliver 120 kg of fuel needed for the
Tehran Research Reactor (TRR).

7. When the Vienna Group declares
its commitment to this provision,
then both parties would commit
themselves to the implementation
of the agreement mentioned in item
6. The Islamic Republic of Iran ex-
pressed its readiness --in accordance
with the agreement-- to deposit its
LEU (120kg) within one month.

8. In case the provisions of this Dec-
laration are not respected Turkey,
upon the request of Iran, will return
swiftly and unconditionally Iran’s
LEU to Iran.

9. Turkey and Brazil welcomed the
continuous readiness of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to pursue its talks
with the 5+1 countries in any place
including Turkey and Brazil, on the
common concerns based on collec-
tive commitments according to the
common points of their proposals.

10. Turkey and Brazil appreciated
Iran’s commitment to the NPT and
its constructive role in pursuing the
realization of nuclear rights of its
member states. The Islamic Republic
likewise appreciated the constructive
efforts of friendly countries Turkey
and Brazil in creating the conducive
environment for realization of Iran’s
nuclear rights

Russia concerned about unilateral

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
expressed concern Wednesday over re-
ports that the U.S. and the European Un-
ion may consider new unilateral sanc-
tions against Iran in addition to a draft
Security Council resolution currently
being discussed.

“Lavrov expressed concern over the lat-
est information about plans of the U.S.
and EU not to restrict themselves to for-
mulating a collective position on Iran
within the U.N. Security Council, but
to impose unilateral sanctions, includ-
ing exterritorial sanctions, which would
go beyond decisions agreed upon by the
international community and would run
counter to the principle of the suprem-
acy of international law guaranteed by
the U.N. Charter,” the Foreign Ministry
said in a statement, referring to a phone
conversation between Lavrov and U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.

sanctions against Iran

Clinton said earlier in the day that
Washington, Moscow and Beijing have
come to an agreement on a new Security
Council resolution, thought to impose
another set of sanctions against the Is-
lamic republic.
The exchange of opinions between Lav-
rov and Clinton on Iran’s controversial
nuclear program came a day after the
Iranian, Brazilian, and Turkish foreign
ministers signed an agreement on the ex-
change of low-enriched uranium to fuel
Tehran’s scientific research reactor.
The Iran Six (France, Britain, Germany,
the United States, Russia and China) be-
gan discussing on April 19 the text of a
draft resolution to impose sanctions on
Iran, which the U.S. and other Western
countries suspect of developing nuclear
weapons under the guise of a civilian nu-
clear energy program.

Source: Xinhua

Iran to begin con-
struction of new
enrichment plant

TEHRAN -- Iran plans to begin con-
struction of a new uranium enrich-
ment facility by late March 2011,
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
Director Ali Akbar Salehi said on

Wednesday.

“This year (1389), after the prelimi-
nary stages are conducted, (we) will
begin the construction of one of these
plants,” Salehi told reporters when
asked if any decisions have been made
about the locations of the planned
plants.

Iranian calendar year 1389 began on

March 21, 2010 and ends on March
20, 2011.

In 2009, the Iranian government ap-
proved plans to build 10 new uranium
enrichment plants.

The new enrichment plants would
be the same size as Iran’s main en-
richment complex at Natanz, Isfahan
Province.

Salehi also said that the Bushehr nu-
clear power plant is going through its
final tests and will come on stream this
summer.

Elsewhere in his remarks, he said
there are some wise members of the
5+1 group (the United States, Britain,
France, Russia, China, and Germa-
ny) that will prevent the group from
pushing for the imposition of new UN
sanctions on Iran.

Calling for sanctions to be imposed
on Iran will only discredit the West-
ern countries that take that course, he
noted.

Asked if the secretary of Iran’s Su-
preme National Security Council,
Saeed Jalili, would be having a meet-
ing with European Union foreign
policy chief Catherine Ashton, Salehi
said both sides have expressed their
interest in holding talks and they will
probably meet in Turkey.

However, he gave no date for the
meeting
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Obama to pursue UN
sanctions despite Iran
nuclear deal

US President Barack Obama has
vowed to pursue fresh UN sanc-
tions against Iran despite Tehran’s
nuclear deal with Turkey and Bra-
zil.

Mr Obama telephoned Turkish
PM Recep Tayyip Erdogan to say
Iran’s moves still “do not build
confidence”.

Brazil and Turkey earlier urged
fellow members of the UN Secu-
rity Council to heed a deal they
struck with Iran over its nuclear
programme.

The deal would see Tehran trade
uranium for ready-enriched reac-
tor fuel.

Many Western countries have
long suspected Iran is trying to
make a nuclear weapon, but Te-
hran insists its programme is for
purely peaceful, energy purposes.

‘Discrediting’

Mr Obama told Mr Erdogan there
were still “fundamental concerns”
about Iran’s nuclear programme.
The White House said Mr Obama
had acknowledged the deal set out
by Turkey and Brazil.

But the US president “stressed
the international community’s
continuing and fundamental con-
cerns about Iran’s overall nuclear
programme, as well as Iran’s fail-
ure to live up to its international
obligations”.

The statement added: “Further, he
indicated that negotiations on a
new UN Security Council resolu-
tion will continue.”

It said Iran had persistently failed
to meet the P5+1 countries - the

five permanent UN Security
Council members plus Germany
- and had refused to halt uranium
enrichment.

Brazil and Turkey had both earli-
er expressed disappointment that
proposals for new sanctions had
been tabled a day after Tehran
agreed to the deal.

The new measures put before the
UN foresee cargo ship inspections
and new banking controls.

“Brazil and Turkey are convinced
that it is time to give a chance for
negotiations and to avoid meas-
ures that are detrimental to a
peaceful solution of this matter,”
the foreign ministers of Brazil and
Turkey earlier said in a letter to
the UN Security Council.

On Monday, the three countries
signed a deal in which Iran agreed
to send low-enriched uranium to
Turkey in return for enriched fuel
for a research reactor.

Placing Iran’s nuclear material in
a third country was intended to
act as a confidence-building meas-
ure by the major world powers
to prevent Iran producing more
highly-enriched, weapons-grade
material.

A similar deal was suggested last
year by the P5+1, who have been
negotiating with Iran over its nu-
clear programme.

But plans for a fourth set of UN
sanctions against Iran over its nu-
clear programme were circulated
among all 15 members of the Se-
curity Council on Tuesday.

A close adviser to Iranian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
Mojtaba Hashemi Samareh, dis-
missed the new measures as ille-
gitimate.

The head of Iran’s atomic energy
organisation, Ali Akbar Salehi,
said the sanctions on Iran would
backfire.

“They won’t prevail and by pursu-
ing the passing of a new resolution
they are discrediting themselves
in public opinion,” said Mr Salehi.

(Source: BBC)
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Iran director Jafar
Panahi ‘on hunger
strike’ in prison

The internationally acclaimed filmmaker
Jafar Panahi has begun a hunger strike to
protest at his imprisonment in Iran, op-
position websites say.

The writer and director was arrested in
March along with members of his family.
The Iranian authorities have clamped
down on dissenting voices since protests
flared over the disputed elections last
June.

The director, known for his social real-
ism, has made several films critical of
Iran’s regime.

He has won awards at the Venice and
Berlin Film Festivals, and was due to be
acting as a judge at the ongoing Cannes
film festival in the south of France.

Mr Panahi’s family were released short-
ly after their arrest, but he was taken to
Evin prison in Tehran.

France’s Kouchner
denies Iran ‘spy-deal’

France has denied it made a secret pact with
Iran to secure the release of a French lecturer
charged with spying after last June’s disputed
election

Clotilde Reiss has now arrived in Paris follow-
ing a flight from Tehran.

She was originally sentenced to 10 years in
jail in Iran but this was commuted to a fine of
$285,000 (£190,000), her lawyer said.

The 25-year-old was accused of espionage and
e-mailing photographs of anti-government
protests.

Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner told Ra-
dio ] in France that there had been "no hag-
gling and no pay-off" to secure her release.
Ms Reiss is due to meet French President
Nicolas Sarkozy on Sunday.

Nuclear link?

Ms Reiss's lawyer, Mohammad Ali Mahdavi,
earlier said he had paid the fine on her behalf.
She has been staying at the French embassy
in the capital Tehran since she was bailed six
weeks after her arrest in July last year.

At that time, Ms Reiss had been on a six-
month teaching and research assignment in
the central city of Isfahan.

Last week, France freed an Iranian engineer
whom it had detained for the alleged illegal
export of electronic parts for use by Iran's
military.

The US had wanted to extradite Majid Kaka-
vand, but a French court rejected the request
last week and he was allowed return home.
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Russia signals support

for Iran sanctions

Russia’s lead negotiator on the Iranian nu-
clear issue says he is “optimistic” about the
result of the Group of 5+1 negotiations on
the forth round of UN sanctions against Iran.
“These talks are slowly moving forward,”
Reuters quoted Sergei Ryabkov as saying on
Tuesday.

“Definitely there is still some space to bridge
over, but I wouldn’t exaggerate or over-exag-
gerate the differences,” he added.

He reiterated Russia’s position that the point
of a fourth round of UN sanctions should not
be to punish Iran but to “strengthen the non-
proliferation regime.”

Although Moscow’s stance on the Iran sanc-
tion remains vague, Russia’s backing for
sanctions against Tehran during the past
month has grown, shifting from support for
Iran’s nuclear program to veiled cautions.

“Moscow could support further nuclear
sanctions with the UN Security Council if all
other means have been exhausted,” Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev said in an inter-
view with Danish television last month.

In another strong signal of support for more
UN sanctions against Iran, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov said last week, “In the
absence of cooperation on the part of Iran, it
is quite possible that sanctions will become
inevitable.”

The new round of UN sanctions calls for a
comprehensive arms embargo on Iran, al-
lowing foreign states to seize Iranian ships
suspected of carrying materials linked to its
nuclear program.

It also curtails Tehran’s ability to raise new
investments in the country’s energy sector.

10-point nuclear deal
between Iran, Turkey and
Brazil

Iran, Turkey, and Brazil issued a 10-point dec-
laration according to which Iran would ship
1200 kilograms of its low enriched uranium to
Turkey to be exchanged with 120 kilograms
of higher enriched nuclear fuel to power Te-
hran’s medical reactor. Page 4

Italy awards Iranian docu-
mentarian Kamran Shirdel
Order of Merit

Iranian documentary filmmaker Kamran Shirdel
was recently awarded the Italian Cavaliere di
Gran Croce OMRI.

This is the first class Order of Merit of the Italian
Republic awarded for contributions in the fields
of literature, music, economy, public service, so-
cial, philanthropic, and humanitarian activities.
Shirdel rec >> Page 6

Iran honors Japanese
Khayyam scholar Emiko
Okada

Japanese Khayyam scholar Emiko Okada was
honored during a ceremony at the Silk Mu-
seum in the port city of Yokohama during the
past week.

The event, organized by Iran’s Embassy in Ja-
pan, was attended by Iranian ambassador to
Japan Seyyed Abbas Araqchi and several other
Iranian offici >> Page 7
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I am proud to be Iraan,
Aravane Rezael says

Newly-crowned Madrid Tennis Masters 2010 champion Aravane Re-
zaei said she was very proud of her Iranian lineage.

Rezaei defeated number two Venus Williams with a stunning 6-2,
7-5 victory and wants more prestigious titles in the future.

“I want to be number one. In the time being I am training eight hours
a day to prepare for the Roland Garros,” the French national Rezaei
said. The 23-year-old with Iranian roots added, “I am proud of being
Iranian and we speak Farsi in our home. I will return to my mother-
land after Roland Garros to talk to the Iranian reporters,” she added.
>> Page 9

Two Languages can be better than one!

To reach your Iranian audience, talk to “Persian Weekly” first!
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