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London N4 JEE Call us today - You deserve a happier life!
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10 Harley Street
London W1G 9PF

Telephone: +44 20 8202 1836
Mobile: +44 790 333 7498
Email: Shahin_Nejad@hotmail.co.uk

Appointments only:
(Evening & weekends available)
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UK Office: Golders Green,

8 Accommodation Road London

NWI11 8ED Tell: 02084558413
07752479826

University of ING'S

Kent 3@

C O CC C O K

Hampstead

UK visa, student and immigration
Extension of UK visas

Canadian and Australian visas
Visa application forms

Statement of purpose

English language schools/colleges
Undergrad,Postgrad application
Phd application

UCAS Application

Portfolio and CV creation

Free Appointments

Our partners
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Tel: +44 (0) 20 8963 0012
Fax: +44 (0) 20 8963 0090
info@mahanfoods.com

Lane,
La nNW10 7NH
England

4010 S _ _ www.mahanfoods.com
Ghormeh Sabzi Sabzi Polo
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IPL Hair Removal

Permanent Hair Removal by

Intense Pulsed Light (IPL)

IPL is a great way to get rid of unwanted
hair and avoid regular shaving or waxing.

Full Body
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I want to win Olympic
gold, Sourian says

Persepolis crowned Hazfi
Cup champio
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Persepolis football team defeated Gostaresh Foolad
of Tabriz here and won Iran’s Hazfi Cup title on
Monday.

In front of about 100,000 spectators at the Azadi
Stadium, Persepolis beat Gostaresh Foolad 3-1 and
won the title for the fourth time. Iran’s popular
team had defeated Gostaresh 1-0 in the first leg at
the Yadegare-Emam Stadium in Tabriz.

Brazilian Tiago Alves put Persepolis ahead in the
31st minute from the penalty spot. Unmarked Ha-
mid-Reza Ali-Asgari put the ball into an empty net
for the second time when Hadi Norouzi hit the bar
three minutes later.

Sl

In the beginning of the second half, Gostaresh’s
keeper was sent off by referee Masoud Moradi after
catching the ball outside of the penalty area.

Gostaresh’s Rasoul Khatibi pulled a goal back from
the penalty spot in the 73rd minute.

Mohsen Khalili poured cold water on Gostaresh
hopes when he headed a ball into the goal in the
77th minute to seal a victory for Persepolis.

“Persepolis is going to win treble next season. AFC
Champions League is our priority for the upcoming
season. We could have won with more goals but
our strikers didn’t take advantage of the chances

Four-time world champion in Greco-Roman wrestling Ha-
mid Sourian said the world medals do not satisfy him and he
wishes to win the Olympic gold medal.

The 25-year-old wrestler has not won any Olympic medal
yet.

He plans to snatch the gold in the London 2012 Olympic
Games.

“After winning gold in Herning I have had good training. I
want to clear my mind of the defeat in the Beijing Olympic
Games. At the moment, I am preparing for the Asian Games
in Guangzhou, and my final goal is to win gold in London
2012 Olympic Games,” Sourian said

Iran wins Asian Taek-
wondo Championships

Iran claimed the
title of the 19th
Asian Taekwon-
do Champion-
ships.
Defending
champion Iran
came first with
59 points bag-
ging four gold
medals, one
silver and one
bronze in Astana, Kazakhstan. South Korea finished
runner-up with 42 points with two golds, two sil-
vers and one bronze. Thailand came third scoring 33
points and bagged two gold medals.

A total of 210 participants from 20 countries includ-
ing South Korea, China, Thailand, Iran, Jordan, Af-
ghanistan, Japan and the Philippines, took part in
the four-day event which ended on May 23

Haddadi ready
and willing to
stay in Grizzlies

Memphis Grizzlies’ center Hamed Haddadi said
that he is keen on staying in Memphis Grizzlies,
but he would leave the team if he received an at-
tractive offer.

The 2.18 meter basketball player, who joined the
NBA club Memphis Grizzlies as a free-agent on
August 28, 2008, talked about his future in an in-
terview with the Iranian sports daily Khabar Var-
zeshi. “I have good relations with my teammates
and the coach in Grizzlies. I would prefer to stay
here, but the team’s officials have not yet talked
to me about extending my contract,” Haddadi said.
“The World Championship is a good arena where
we can show our potential. Iran is not afraid of the
big teams in the tournament,” he added.

Iran is in Group B of the 16th FIBA World Basket-
ball Championship along with the U.S., Slovenia,
Tunisia, Croatia and Brazil

Mahram overpowers
Iraqirival hands down

Mahram basketball team defeated Iraq’s Dohuk in the 21st
FIBA Asia Champions Cup on Monday.

Defending champion Mahram overpowered Dohuk 109-68
at the Al Gharafa Stadium in Doha.

Mahram, who had defeated Astana Tigers from Kazakhstan
in its opening, is scheduled to play Smart Gilas of the Phil-
ippines on Tuesday.

A total of 10 Asian teams are divided into two groups, and
the top four teams from each group will advance to the next
stage.

Reigning champion Mahram, Smart Gilas of the Philip-
pines, Astana Tigers from Kazakhstan, Iraq’s Dohuk and Al
Rayyan of Qatar are in Group A.

Group B consists of Al Riyadi of Lebanon, Al Jalaa of Syria,
Jordan’s Applied Science University club, Al Nasr of the
United Arab Emirates and Al Hilal from Saudi Arabia.

The winner of the tournament will proceed to The FIBA
World Club Championship which will be held in the Chi-
nese cities of Chengdu and Nanjing in October with eight
teams participating
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Persian Sweets

Delicious Delicacies

Iran traces its historical and cultural roots to more than
two millennia and no doubt many Iranian dishes and
sweets are also rooted in ancient Persia.

Persian cuisine or the cuisine of Iran is diverse, with
each province featuring dishes, culinary traditions and
styles distinct to their regions. It includes a wide variety
of foods, a diverse variety of salads, pastries and drinks
as well as candies specific to different parts of Iran, IRIB
reported.

If you travel to different cities of Iran, you can buy its
special candies as a souvenir.

Some of the Iranian candies recommended for tasting
are as follows:

1- Baglava or Baklava is a popular sweet pastry made of
chopped nuts layered with phyllo pastry. With its high
sugar and fat content, it is very rich. It is a souvenir of
Yazd province in central Iran.

2- “Rice Sweets” or “Naan Berenji” is the souvenir of
Kermanshah city, one of the most ancient cities in west-
ern Iran. Naan Berenji is a delicately flavored cookie
made with rice flour, sugar, eggs and rosewater.

3- Nougat is a term used to describe a variety of similar
confectioneries made with sugar or honey, roasted nuts
(almonds, walnuts, pistachios or hazelnuts are common,
but not peanuts) and sometimes chopped candied fruit.
The consistency of nougat can range from chewy to
hard depending on its composition, and it is used in a
variety of candy bars and chocolates.

Persian nougat, known as Gaz, is a variety that has been
produced in Isfahan city for many centuries. It contains
the sugary extract of the root of Tamarix.

A special kind of Gaz is referred to as Nogha in Persian.
Nogha is almost exclusively made with walnuts instead
of pistachios and almonds, which are usual for other
types of Gaz. The making of Nogha is very much the
same as any other Gaz. The difference is that Nogha is
usually spread between two very thin layers of wafers
and cut into sections larger than ordinary Gaz cubes.

4- Rock candy or Nabat is a type of confectionery com-
posed of relatively large sugar crystals. Iranians always
add saffron to the mixture to produce the yellow-color-
ed and delicious candy.

5- Halva is a favorite dessert in the Middle East, espe-
cially in Iran. Served with coffee or tea, it is the per-
fect ending to any meal. In Iran, halva usually refers
to a confection made from wheat flour and butter, and
flavored with rosewater. The final product has a dark
brown shade.

Halva is also served in funerals and related ceremonies,
often topped with shredded almonds or coconut.

One variation from the Caspian region is called Asali

e

T

Halva (literally honey halva). It is different from other
types of halva prepared in Iran since it is based on rice
flour rather than wheat flour, and instead of sugar, it is
sweetened with honey.

Halva Ardeh is the Iranian version of halva. It is sesame
based and may or may not include whole pistachios.

6- Qottab is a Persian pastry made of eggs, yoghurt,
flour, almonds and cardamom. The city of Yazd is well
known worldwide for this delicacy.

7- Pashmak is a type of Persian candy floss or cotton
candy made from oil and sugar. This, too, is made in
various Iranian cities, though it originated from Yazd.
8- Abnabat is a kind of Persian hard candy made of sug-
ar boiled with added flavors. There are different kinds
of Abnabats such as Abnabat Qeichi and Poolaki.

9- Pistachio brittles (Sohan) is a Persian candy that
combines wheat flour, pistachio, cardamom, saffron,
flour, vegetable oil and sugar. The city of Qom is well
known for its Sohan.

10- Zoolbia and Bamiyeh have a honey-sweet flavor
with a touch of rosewater and cardamom. The mix is
also used to make another type of Iranian sweet named
Goosh-e Fil. Zoolbia and Bamiyeh are cooked in all Ira-
nian cities, especially in the Muslim fasting month of
Ramadan.

11- Noql or sugar-coated almonds is a traditional Ira-
nian confection. It is made by boiling sugar with water
and rosewater and then coating roasted almonds in the
mixture.

Nogl is often included in Iranian weddings that follow
traditional ceremonies. As part of the wedding celebra-
tion, a lavish spread of food is prepared at the home of
the bride. Included among the food is an assortment of

pastries and sweets, including Noqgl. Tabriz is famous
for this sweet.

12- Samanou is a special type of sweet dish made from
the liquid extracted from germinated wheat during No-
rouz. In Iranian culture, Samanou is symbol of sweet-
ness and fertility.

13- Sholeh Zard is a traditional Iranian dessert always
cooked in religious ceremonies and in the holy month
of Ramadan. It is made with rice, saffron and rosewater.
14- Shir Berenj is a Persian rice pudding that is sweet-
ened with sugar or jam after it’s served. It contains rice,
rosewater, milk and cream.

15- Sharbat-e Sekanjebin is a sweet-and-sour syrup
made with water, sugar, vinegar and fresh mint, and
then served ice cold. The result is a refreshing beverage.
On the 13rd day of Norouz, Iranians have Sekanjebin
with lettuce as a tradition.

There are many more such delicacies, but the above list
presents some of the best known Iranian confectionar-
ies and sweets.

Dena Registered
by UNESCO

UNESCO has registered Dena Protected Zone in the
Zagros mountain-range as a biosphere reserves.
Announcing this, Mohammad Farhat, the head of
the project titled “Conservation of Biodiversity in
Central Zagros”, told Mehr News Agency that the
route of the pipeline projected to pass through Dena
Protected Zone is being reviewed by the National
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) to help protect the
zone.

Farhat said NIOC’s decision shows that private and
state-run companies are eager to help save the envi-
ronment.

Earlier, 12,000 old chestnut trees were felled in
preparation for the oil pipeline in the Dena Protect-
ed Zone.

“These trees are of considerable biological impor-
tance and take a long time to be replaced by new
ones,” he said, recommending all related organiza-
tions to review their policies for the sake of environ-
mental conservation.

“The chestnut trees growing in Central Zagros are
different from those of northern provinces of Iran, as
chestnut trees in the latter revive faster.”

Pointing to the designation of 2010 as the Year of
Biodiversity, Farhat said all related organizations
should cooperate to save wildlife and plant species
from extinction.

Dena is home to 6.15 percent of the country’s spe-
cies, which is equal to 1,250 species.

Central Zagros mountains are rich in biodiversity
and one of the most unique places in the country in
this regard.

Zagros Protected Zone spans over 2.5 million hec-
tares and includes the provinces of Chaharmahal-
Bakhtiyari, Kohkilouyeh-Boyerahmad and parts of
Fars and Isfahan provinces.
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Iranian filmmaker Jafar Panahi
released from prison

Iranian filmmaker Jafar Panahi was
released from Tehran’s Evin prison on
Tuesday on bail of 2 billion rials (about
$200,000), the Persian service of ISNA
reported.

Panahi was arrested in early March al-
legedly for making a movie about the
2009 election. He went on a hunger
strike last week to protest the circum-
stances of his detention.

Tehran Prosecutor General Abbas Ja-
fari-Dolatabadi said earlier that there
were no political or professional rea-
sons for the arrest, however Panahi’s
file will be forwarded to the Islamic
Revolution Court to make the final de-
cision.

Panahi was due to sit on the jury of
the 2010 Cannes festival but was un-
able to attend the event. Cannes jury
head, U.S. director Tim Burton, joined
with international filmmakers’ calls for

Panahi’s release, and left one seat sym-
bolically vacant for him on stage at the
opening ceremony on May 5.

In addition, at a press conference for
his “Certified Copy”, Iranian inde-
pendent filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami
made a plea for Panahi’s release.

This is while Iranian Deputy Culture
Minister for Cinematic Affairs Javad
Shamagqdarii censured the Cannes Film
Festival for its support for Panahi.
Shamagqdarii objected to the action tak-
en by the film festival during his visit
with Cannes president Gilles Jacob at
the Cannes Film Market last week.
Jacob described the Cannes festival’s
actions in support of Panahi as human-
itarian rather than political and noted
that the festival’s organizers respect
the independence of countries.

European Iranalogists Documentary Planned

Veteran Iranian documentary maker Mohammad Ali Farsi plans to make a trilogy
about European Iranologists and their studies on Persian literature.

“The first episode is about the 11th-century Persian poet Omar Khayyam and the Brit-
ish poet, Edward Fitzgerald, who popularized Khayyam’s ‘Rubaiyat’ (Quatrains) in the
West,” Farsi told Mehr News Agency. Khayyam is recognized worldwide for his col-
lection of quatrains, which was popularized in the West through Fitzgerald’s 101-verse
semi-narrative translation in 1859. “The second part of the trilogy will focus on famous
French orientalist and Hafez expert, Charles-Henri de Fouchecour,” he added. De Fou-
checour is known for his contributions to the French language periodical ‘Abstracta
Iranica’ and the Islamic encyclopedia. He also served as the director of the Iranology
Department of I'Institut Francais in Tehran from 1975 to 1979.

“The final part of the trilogy will be about an Iranalogist, who has translated ‘Shahnameh’
into Russian,” Farsi explained. ‘Shahnameh’ (Grand Book), the famous masterpiece of
the 11th-century Persian epic poet Abolqasem Ferdowsi, recounts Iran’s mythical and
historical past. Farsi’s project will be produced by Iran’s Documentary and Experi-
mental Film Center (DEFC).

Iranian filmmaker Mohammad
Nurizad released from prison

Iranian filmmaker Mohammad Nurizad
was released from Tehran’s Evin prison
on Sunday after five months of deten-
tion.

The news was reported by the Khabar
Online website, the internet version of
the Persian daily Khabar.

Nurizad, who is also a journalist, was
detained on December 20, 2009 follow-
ing his objections to the Iranian govern-
ment’s actions toward the opposition af-
ter the 2009 presidential election.

Last Thursday, the Islamic Revolution
Court website reported that Tehran
Prosecutor General Abbas Jafari Dolata-
badi had visited Nurizad and Jafar Pan-
ahi, another Iranian filmmaker detained
in Evin prison.

During the visit, he ordered the requests
of Panahi and Nurizad to be examined.

However no details were given about the
filmmakers’ requests.

Last week, there were rumors that Nuri-
zad’s vision had been damaged after he
was attacked by five people during out-
side recreation at the prison. The Islamic
Revolution Court website denied the ru-
mor and stated that Nurizad was in good
health.

Panahi, who was arrested in early March,
allegedly for making a movie about the
election, went on hunger strike this
week to protest the circumstances of his
detention.

Photo: Mohammad Nurizad attends a
press conference after a screening of his
film “Flags of Kaveh’s Castle” on Febru-
ary 7, 2008 during the 26th Fajr Inter-
national Film Fetsival. (Photo by Mehr)

Mosaffa denies receiving court summons

Iranian actor Ali Mosaffa has denied the reports that he and his actress wife Leila
Hatami have received a summons to appear in court.
“Neither I nor Leila have been summoned to court,” he said in a statement published in

the Persian daily Sharq on Sunday.

He said that he had only recently accompanied one of his relatives, who was sum-

moned to court as a witness in a legal case.

The semi-official Fars News Agency reported on Saturday that Mosaffa and Hatami
and her mother Zahra Khoshkam were summoned to Tehran’s Appeals Court 38 to

face charges of fraud.

“Neither Leila nor I have been summoned to the Appeals Court 38 and no one has sued

us for fraud,” Mosaffa noted.

Mosaffa said that he and his wife have frequently been the target of Iran’s yellow press
and this is nothing new for them. “Now we have become food for ‘orange” websites,”
he said, satirizing the color of the Fars website.
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Iran decertifies
“Certified Copy” for
Juliette Binoche costume

UN FILM DE ABBAS KIAROSTAMI
PRODUIT PAR MARIN KARMITZ £T ANGELO BARBAGALLO

PROCHAINEMENT

An official of the Iranian Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance
has said that Iranian auteur Ab-
bas Kiarostami’s “Certified Copy”
would not premiere in Iran due
to the skimpy dress of the film’s
French star Juliette Binoche.

“Juliette Binoche wears a cer-
tain costume throughout the film
that hinders the film from being
screened in Iran,” Deputy Culture
Minister for Cinematic Affairs Ja-
vad Shamaqdari said on Tuesday
in Haft, a weekly TV program re-
viewing Iranian film productions.

However he said that the film “is
not bad” and added, “Perhaps, it
may be screened in academic and
certain circles.”

Binoche won the Best Actress
Award for “Certified Copy” (“Cop-
ie Conforme”) at the Cannes festi-
val on Sunday.

She accepted the prize, while
holding a large sign bearing the
name Jafar Panahi, Iranian direc-
tor imprisoned allegedly for mak-
ing a movie about the 2009 presi-

m2

dential election and released on
bail on Tuesday.

During a press conference for the
film at Cannes, She began weep-
ing for Jafar Panahi, who was said
to have gone on a hunger strike at
Evin prison.

Shamaqdar described the press
conference as “a political show”.

“The press conference was dis-
rupted by a turncoat Iranian re-
porter, who gave a concocted re-
port that the Iranian filmmaker
(Panahi) was dying from a hunger
strike and as a result, Juliette Bino-
che began sobbing,” he said.

During his visit to Cannes presi-
dent Gilles Jacob in last week,
Shamagqdarii censured the Cannes
festival for its support for Panahi.

Cannes had joined with inter-
national filmmakers’ calls for
Panahi’s release and left one seat
symbolically vacant for Panahi on
stage at the festival’s opening cer-
emony on May 5.

Tell us what
you think

Iran’s
“"Hunter”
snares award
at Slovakian
festival

The Iranian film “The Hunter” wins
the top award at the 16th Interna-
tional Environmental Film Festival
Envirofilm 2010 running from May
10 to 15 in several cities of Slovakia.
Directed by Jafar Nurmohammadi,
the short film features the story of
a 12 year-old rural boy who has a
special talent for mimicking birds’
songs. Local hunters scheme to ex-
ploit the boy’s talent for hunting
partridges, but the village teacher
unmasks their ulterior intentions.

The award presentation ceremony
took place at Zvolen Castle with
several Iranian and Slovakian of-
ficials in attendance. The mayor of
Bansk4 Stiavnica handed the award
to the Iranian ambassador to Slo-
vakia, Mr. Amiri (first name not
given), who accepted it on behalf of
the director.

The short film was also screened for
the participants.

“Shimbar” by Hojjatollah Qasemi
and “Battle of Clouds” were the oth-
er Iranian entries to the festival. All
three Iranian productions will go on
air on the national TV of Slovakia.

Envirofilm is an international festi-
val of films, TV programs and videos
with the theme of protecting nature
and the environment. Its objective
is to present and promote films and
TV programs which focus on nature
and environmental protection.

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Contact: 02084554203

‘Kiarostami puts
Iranian cinema in
global spotlight’

Actor Hamed Behdad says that Iranian cinema gains
recognition in the international arena from filmmaker
Abbas Kiarostami’s works.

“Kiarostami is one of the world’s greatest filmmakers
and his participation in international events gains rec-
ognition for Iranian artists and in the end for Iranian
art and culture,” Behdad told the Persian service of the
Mehr News Agency on Friday.

Kiarostami plans to hire Behdad for his next film, “Fa-
ther and Son”, which will be made in Iran.

“This is an opportunity that can give a new flavor to
my acting career,” Behdad said.

“It is an especially sweet event to appear in a film by a
world-renowned auteur. I'm honored by my upcoming
collaboration with Kiarostami,” he added.

“It’s quite hard to say what it’s about because it does
not have a narrative structure, but it’s from an idea that
I've had for several years,” said Kiarostami, who de-
clined to give more details about the film.

Japanese

in Tehran

musi-
cians to perform

nication with our audience,” said Koma at the
conference.

Idaki Shin also noted, “I have placed help-
ing mankind above personal goals of being a
good pianist. At first, I did not like piano but
gradually, I began to appreciate it because I
realized that for me, it is the best means to

Japanese pianist Idaki Shin and vocalist Keiko
Koma will give performances at Tehran’s
Vahdat Hall on May 28 and 29.

In a press conference held at Vahdat Hall on
Wednesday, the two musicians elaborated on
their program. Keiko Koma expressed their
delight on being back in Iran for another
concert.

The ensemble had previously held concerts
in Iran. Their first performance was in Perse-
polis, Shiraz in 2004, and the second was in
Tehran’s Sadabad Palace in 2006.

Idaki Shin will present an improvised piano
solo performance on the first night. “The lan-
guage of music is different and one can easily
narrate thoughts and feelings through music.
We try to maintain the best possible commu-

pursue my goals.

“My music is not a traditional Japanese genre,
rather, it is an impression of my surround-
ings that is different in each country and that
is why it is referred to as improvisation,” he
added.

The second night will be dedicated to a per-
formance of the Legends of Koguryo. (There
are many legends on Koguryo, 277 BC-668
CE, a powerful nation in the East.)

“Koguryo is a dynasty that no longer exists,
but we try to enliven its memory through
music and poetry. Koma will also sing songs
he has composed for Iran. The performance
will be accompanied by various music instru-
ments,” Idaki Shin remarked.
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Seize ‘unique opportunity’
with Iran: UN envoy

Iran says its nuclear fuel deal proves
it is ready to open a new chapter of
cooperation with the West and called
on the West to “seize this unique op-
portunity”.

In an interview Tehran’s ambassador
to the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) urged the UN Secu-
rity Council to respond positively.
Ali Asghar Soltanieh was speaking
to the BBC on the day that Iran of-
ficially outlined the details of the fuel
exchange to the UN’s nuclear watch-
dog. So far Western powers have
claimed the agreement is too little
too late, and are pursuing sanctions
against Iran.

The fuel swap was first proposed
last October as a confidence build-
ing measure by the IAEA along with
America, France and Russia (the so-
called Vienna Group) on behalf of six
world powers.

It involves exchanging 1,200 kilo-
grams of Iran’s low enriched ura-
nium for special nuclear fuel rods
needed to power its medical research
reactor. Iran sought amendments for
eight months and then finally agreed
to the transfer, following a high level
intervention from Turkey and Brazil.
The new element is that the low en-
riched uranium (LEU) would be de-
posited in Turkey as a guarantee that
Iran would get the promised fuel
rods.

‘Maximum concession’

“We are not sure unless this fuel is
in the core of the reactor that such

a thing will actually happen,” Solt-
anieh said, indicating that deep sus-
picions linger from America’s failure
to honor nuclear contracts after the
1979 Iranian revolution.

Once the rods materialize, the LEU
“deposit” will go to whichever state
supplies the uranium to make them,
possibly Russia, he said.

He called this a “maximum conces-
sion” and urged the Vienna Group
to “seize this unique opportunity”
to negotiate the technical details of
the deal. “I'm sure if they will take
the right course of action and change
gear from confrontations, resolutions
and sanctions...then I think we will
open a new chapter of cooperation,”
he said.

The United Nations has approved
resolutions asking Iran to stop its
uranium enrichment program.
Soltanieh made clear that suspending
enrichment was a non-starter.

Such UN resolutions are “not pos-
sible, not implementable,” he said,
fiercely defending Iran’s right as a
member of the Nuclear Non Prolif-
eration Treaty to produce nuclear
fuel, and suggesting that the Iranian
government might reconsider the
exchange deal if the Security Council
eventually votes for sanctions.

He urged instead that both sides
“open a new avenue for mutual confi-
dence building,” noting that “there’s
been a serious trust deficit for the last
30 years”

Iran plans to launch 3
more satellites

Iran plans to launch three domestically-
manufactured satellites into orbit by late
March 2011.

The three satellites, named Tolou, Nav-
id, and Mesbah 2, will be launched from
domestically-manufactured satellite
launchers, the deputy director of Iran’s
Space Systems Industry, Mahdi Mousavi
Badjani, announced on Monday.
However, in some instances, foreign sat-
ellite launchers will be used to launch
Iranian satellites, Badjani told the Mehr
News Agency.

He went on to say that the Tolou satel-
lite will probably be launched by the Si-
morgh satellite carrier.

The Tolou is a remote sensing satellite,
the Navid will carry out research, and
the Mesbah 2 is a telecommunications
satellite.

Badjani also said that Iran’s space pro-
gram will conduct a number of other
important activities during the current
Iranian calendar year, which began on
March 21, 2010 and ends on March 20,
2011.

Asked about the unclear status of the Zo-
hreh satellite, he said the Iranian Com-
munications and Information Technol-
ogy Ministry is working on the satellite,
adding that the Zohreh satellite is differ-
ent from other satellites in terms of its
applications.

In 2005, Iran and Russia signed an agree-
ment on the design, testing, and launch
of the Zohreh satellite.

The agreement was signed by Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of the Iran
Telecommunications Company Ahmad

Mogaddam, the deputy director of the

Russian Federal Space Agency (Roscos-
mos), and the managing director of Avia
Exports of Russia.

The satellite will have 12 transpond-
ers, which will give it the capability to
broadcast radio and television programs
throughout the country and to facilitate
telephone communications, fax links,
and data transmissions

Verdicts finalized for 217 un-
rest detainees

The court verdicts for 217 people arrested in connection with the post-election unrest
have been finalized, Tehran Prosecutor General Abbas Jafari-Dolatabadi announced on
Saturday.

If today, there has been no move to prosecute the “leaders of sedition”, it is not due to
inability or heedlessness, but it is because the time for that has not come yet, Jafari-
Dolatabadi said.

“We give assurance to the people that the Judiciary is moving within this framework,
and if we are silent today, it does not mean that we have accepted these statements” by
the leaders of sedition, he added.

Commenting on statements made by defeated opposition leaders in which they de-
nounced the recent execution of five counter-revolutionary terrorists, the Tehran pros-
ecutor general said, “When a court verdict is issued, nobody has the right to condemn
the judicial system.”

Raising objections to the court rulings conveys the message that innocent people have
been executed, he added.
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Iran and Russia clash
over nuclear sanctions

Iranian President Mahmoud Ah-

madinejad says a nuclear fuel swap
deal Tehran recently reached with
Brazil and Turkey is the “last op-
portunity” to resolve a long-standing
nuclear dispute between Iran and
the West.

President Ahmadinejad presented
his argument with characteristic or-
atorical verve, saying a nuclear fuel
swap deal worked out by Brazil and
Turkey last week was a “final oppor-
tunity” that must not be lost by the
international community.

He says that President Barack
Obama should understand that this
agreement is a historic chance to
show that he wants to create change,
to respect the rights of other nations,
and to give up what he calls the er-
roneous policies of past American
administrations.

He also appealed directly to Presi-
dent Obama to use his influence to
better what he called the “political
future of the world” and to oppose
those whom he says are counseling
Mr. Obama to take a tough stance
against Iran.

The United States and other top
Western powers have been criti-
cal of the recent fuel-swap deal, ar-
guing it does nothing to allay fears
that Iran is trying to build nuclear
weapons. A similar deal was first
proposed last October, when Tehran
had a much smaller stockpile of en-
riched uranium.

Mr. Ahmadinejad also criticized
Russia for siding with the United
States on a plan to impose a fourth

round of U.N. sanctions on Iran. The
proposal is being debated in the U.N.
Security Council. The resolution
appears to have the backing of the
Security Council’s five veto-wield-
ing permanent members, including
China and Russia.

Editor Alex Vatanka of Janes’ Islamic
Affairs Analyst argues the three main
centers of power in Iran, President
Ahmadinejad, Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, and the powerful Revolutionary
Guard Corps, have conflicting views
about the nuclear deal.

“I think it is quite complex, because,
whereas the IRGC and the Supreme
Leader might have their own surviv-
al at stake, Ahmadinejad sees himself
differently. He sees himself as the
elected official who has to go for the
popular vote,” Vatanka said. “And
he knows that overhauling relations
with the United States could really
generate some good will in Iran,
because, by and large, despite what
everyone in the world thinks, there
is a lot of pro-American sentiment
in Iran. And a lot of people in Iran
appreciate that one of the biggest ob-
stacles in improving their lives is the
international isolation that they are
facing, and that America is crucial in
keeping Iran isolated.”

Vatanka also believes Iranian Su-
preme Leader, Ali Khamenei, is not
in a strong position to oppose Mr.
Ahmadinejad, should he attempt
a rapprochement with the United
States, and the Revolutionary Guard,
while powerful, remains divided
among itself.
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Iran seeks
prisoner swap
involving three
US ‘hikers’

Iran’s intelligence minister has called
on Washington to propose a prisoner
swap to secure the release of three

US citizens arrested last July near the
Iraq border.

Heydar Moslehi said he had no doubt they
were spies.

Shane Bauer, 27, Sarah Shourd, 31, and Josh
Fattal, 27, have been charged with espionage.
Their families said they were hiking and
strayed over the border accidentally.

Tehran allowed the mothers of the three de-
tainees to meet them last week, but ignored
repeated pleas for their release.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has
called for the three to be freed.

The case has further strained relations be-
tween Washington and Tehran, which are at
loggerheads over Iran’s nuclear programme.
“The status of these three Americans as spies
is clear and explicit. There has been no discus-
sion concerning a swap,” Mr Moslehi said in
comments reported by the semi-official Fars
news agency.

“Our expectation is that the Americans, with
their claim on human rights issues, should
initiate an action so that we can decide on
whether or not there would be one.”

‘Do the right thing’

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
suggested in a US TV interview last September
that the Americans’ release might be linked to
the freeing of Iranian diplomats he said were
being held by US forces in Iraq.

And the Iranians accuse the US Central Intel-
ligence Agency of abducting one of their nu-
clear scientists while he was on pilgrimage in
Saudi Arabia last year.

US state department spokesman P] Crowley
said last Thursday that Washington was not
contemplating any kind of a prisoner swap.
“But if Iran has questions about any of its citi-
zens and whether we have any information as
to their whereabouts, we would be more than
happy to receive that diplomatic note and re-
spond to it,” he said.

He described the three Americans as innocent
tourists, adding: “It is time for Iran to do the
right thing by releasing these three young
Americans and allowing them to go home and
be reunited with their families.”
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IRAN & RUSSIA CLASH
OVER NUCLEAR SANCTIONS

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad says a nuclear fuel swap deal
Tehran recently reached with Brazil and Turkey is the “last opportu-
nity” to resolve a long-standing nuclear dispute between Iran and the
West.
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President Ahmadinejad presented his argument with characteristic
oratorical verve, saying a nuclear fuel swap deal worked out by Brazil
and Turkey last week was a “final opportunity” that must not be lost by
the international community.

He says that President Barack Obama should understand that this
agreement is a historic chance to show that he wants to create change,
to respect the rights of other nations, and to give up what he calls the
erroneous policies of past American administrations.

He also appealed directly to President Obama to use his influence to
better what he called the “political future of the world” and to oppose
those whom he says are counseling Mr. Obama to take a tough stance
against Iran. >> Page 4

Iran decertifies “Certified Copy” for
Juliette Binoche costume

An official of the Iranian Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance has said
that Iranian auteur Abbas Kiarostami’s “Certified Copy” would not premiere
in Iran due to the skimpy dress of the film’s French star >>Page6

Iran plans to launch 3 more satellites

Iran plans to launch three domestically-manufactured satellites into orbit
by late March 2011.
The three satellites, named Tolou, Navid, and Mesbah 2, will be >>Page 4

‘Kiarostami puts Iranian cinema in global
spotlight’

Actor Hamed Behdad says that Iranian cinema gains recognition in the in- relea Sed from p rison Page 7

ternational arena from filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami’s works. >>Page 6
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