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Statement of purpose
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Teymourian says my priority
Is to play for European teams

Former Fulham midfielder Andranik Teymour-
ian reiterated that he has received offers from

Iranian teams Persepolis and Steel Azin but play-
ing in an European club is his priority.

Free agent Teymourian is reportedly a target for
Sheffield United in the summer transfer win-
dow. He said, “They have announced their readi-
ness to sign me. However, I need time to think

about it.”

“My agent is studying my offers from English,
Spain, Germany as well as Iranian teams for the
time being. Perseolis and Steel Azin have also
contacted me but they have to wait. As I have
already said I would rather continue my football
in Europe,” the 27-year old player said

Esteqlal to Sign
New Players

An official at Esteqlal said the club has negoti-
ated with Farzad Ashoubi and Emad Ridha.

Ali Nazari Jouybari told IRNA, Esteqlal has
talked with Mes player, Ashoubi. He also said
that his move will be finalized.

Since Ali Fathollahzadeh was appointed as the
managing director of Esteqlal, he has tried hard
to sign new players to show a good performance
in the 10th edition of Iran Premiere League.
The 28-year old Emad Mohammed Ridha is an
Iraqi football striker who currently plays for
Sepahan. Emad Mohammed has been a regu-
lar starter for Iraq ever since he played for the
youth national team.

Jouybari added that the training session of the
capital-based club will start next week. He also
said that Arash Borhani, the club’s top goal
scorer will remain in the squad. Borhani has
signed a 2-year contract with the Blues.

With Parviz Mazloumi at the helm of the club,
Esteqlal wants the championship of the league
or Iran Hazfi Cup.

Esteglal with Samad Marfavi finished third in
the previous edition of the league. The Tehran-
based club will participate in the next edition
of the Asian Champions League Champions
League.

Asian Cup for
Iranian Wrestlers

Iran’s Greco-Roman wrestlers bagged 8 medals to
clinch the championship of the 2010 Asian Youth
Wrestling Championship on Friday.

According to Mehr News Agency, in a 2-day event
wrapped up on Friday in Huangshan city, Anhui prov-
ince of China, Iranian wrestlers snatched 2 gold, 4 sil-
ver and 2 bronze medals to stand on top of the stand-
ings as a top team of the championship.

Hamid Reza Khamesi in the 50-kg class downed Kyr-
gyz and South Korean wrestlers to reach the final. He
was beaten by his Kazakh rival to gain silver medal.
In the 120-kg category, Shahab Jili snatched a bronze
medal following a win and a loss against Japan and
Kyrgyzstan athletes, respectively. In this category Kyr-
gyz and Kazakh athletes stood first and second.

Saman Abdevali in the 55-kg class defeated Kyrgyz and
Syrian opponents and reached the final. In the final
he was beaten by China’s wrestler and necked silver.
Iran’s wrestler in the 60-kg class, Amir Zokaei Mehr,
beat Japanese and South Korean wrestlers to snatch a
precious medal.

In the 66-kg class, Mohsen Qasemi bagged gold after
beating, the host wrestler in the final.

Hadi Alizadeh pocketed bronze in the 74-kg class. In
this category Kazakh wrestler stood first.

The 84-kg class wrestler Saman Azizi received silver
medal and Mojtaba Mamizadeh in the 96-kg category
snatched another silver medal for Iran.

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan stood after Iran. More than
200 athletes from over 10 countries attended the event.

Asian Volleyball
Title For Paykan

In the final game of the 2010 Asian Men’s Volleyball Club
Championship in China, Iran’s Paykan retained the cham-
pionship of the event.

According to IRNA, defending champion, Paykan, sur-
prised Al-Arabi of Qatar 3-1 on Sunday in Zhenjiang,
China.

Paykan, coached by Ali Moameri, defeated Qatari club 26-
24, 25-22 and 25-19 but was beaten in the third set 25-22.
It is the fifth time that, Paykan has claimed the champion-
ship of the tournament.

Iran’s Paykan, with 11 gold, silver and bronze medals, has
a prestigious standing among the Asian volleyball clubs.
Paykan has taken the berth of the FIVB Men’s Club World
Volleyball Championship which will be held in Doha, Qa-
tar later this year.

China, the host, Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia and Kaza-
khstan were in Group A of the event. Iran’s Paykan, Qa-
tar, Uzbekistan, Bahrain, Thailand and Myanmar were in
Group B.

Some 11 Asian teams have participated in the 21st edition
of the championship which started on June 5 and will run
until June 13.

The FIVB Men’s Club World Volleyball Championship is
a volleyball competition contested between the champion
clubs from continental confederations.

Eight participants will be divided into 2 groups in the first
round of the event. Two points are assigned for the win-
ner of each match and the loser will leave the court with a
single point. The first 2 teams of every group will advance
to the knockout round.

Mazloomi named as

Esteghlal coach

Parviz Mazloomi was appointed as Esteghlal football coach

on Friday.

The 56-year-old coach joined Estegh-
lal as Samad Marfavi’s successor on a
two-year contract.

“I have a difficult job ahead of me
in Esteghlal. I need the help of the
former coaches’ since we intend to
be one of the candidates for winning
the Iran Professional League title next
season,” Mazloomi said.

Mazloomi inspired the Iran B football

team to win the Asian West Championship in 2007. He has
also headed Mes of Kerman and Abu Moslem of Mashhad

football teams in the past years.

Also, Ali Fatollahzadeh was named as Esteghlal’s acting-

chairman on Wednesday
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Babak Khorramdin
A Hero From Azarbaijan

Babak Khorramdin is considered one of the most heroic
freedom fighters of Iran who initiated the Khurramite
movement. It was a freedom movement aimed at over-
throwing the Arab occupiers ruling over Iran.

Babak was born in 8th century in Balalabad region of
Azarbaijan province, close to the city of Ardebil. His fa-
ther died from wounds suffered in a fight during a jour-
ney to the Sabalan district when Babak was in his teens.
The responsibility of his two brothers and mother fell
on his shoulders.

By age 18, Babak was engaged in the arms trade and
industry in Tabriz. His engagement in businesses gave
him the opportunity to travel throughout Central Asia
and Eastern Europe, reported Persiansara.com.

Unrest Spreads

In 8th century, Iran was under the rule of Arab caliphs.
Unrest and resistance were growing in all provinces, as
Iranians started revolts to regain their freedom. This in
turn forced the Arab rulers to use more violence to keep
the country under control.

Since Azarbaijan was strongly resisting Arab occupa-
tion, it faced the onslaught of the Arabs.

Witnessing all this pressure being exerted on the peo-
ple, Babak launched the Khurramite movement from a
place that later came to be known as Babak Fortress in
the mountains of Karabakh.

Babak’s knowledge of history, geography and the lat-
est battle tactics strengthened his position as a potential
commander during the early wars against the Arab oc-
cupiers.

One of the most dramatic periods in the history of Iran
was set under Babak’s leadership during 816-837, as
people not only fought against the Arabs, but also for
the preservation of Persian language and culture. Ba-
bak’s followers, who were mostly from Azarbaijan area,
used to wear red uniforms.

Babak called Persians to arms, seized castles and key
areas, thereby blocking the movement of his enemies.
Gradually, a large multitude joined him. For many
years, the persistence of Iranian residence under Ba-
bak’s leadership yielded many victories for the Iranians,
preventing the Arab generals from quelling the popular
movement.

Babak’s Campaign

In 835, Al-Motasem, the Abbasid caliph, placed Afshin,
a senior Persian general and a son of the vassal prince of
Osrusana, in command of an expedition to destroy his
compatriot, Babak.

Afshin faced Babak in battle and inflicted heavy losses,
but Babak escaped. The next year, Afshin avoided the
traps laid by Babak and managed to capture his camp,
driving off his forces and finally storming Babak For-
tress in August 837.

Eventually, Babak, his wife, and his warriors were
forced to leave Babak Fortress after 23 years of constant
campaigns. In 837-838, Al-Motasem reinforced Afshin
and sent a safety guarantee for Babak who became very
upset and said: “Better to live for just a single day as a
ruler than to live for 40 years as an abject slave.” He
made his way to the Armenian leader Sahl Sombat,
prince of Khachen. Sahl Sombat, however, handed Ba-
bak over to Afshin, punishing Babak for devastation
that his troops inflicted upon the Armenian lands of Sy-
unik and Artsakh in addition to cashing in on the large
reward for the capture of Babak.

During Babak’s execution, the caliph’s henchmen first
cut off his legs and hands in order to spread fear in his
followers. Legend has it that Babak bravely wiped his
face with the drained blood pouring out of his cuts, thus
depriving the caliph and the rest of the Abbasid Army
from seeing his pale face (a result of the heavy loss of
blood) and attributing it to fear.

Babak took pride in his Persian heritage and made eve-
ry possible effort to bring Iranians together. His sensa-
tional and legendary campaign to defend Iran’s national
identity and interest is still commemorated after nearly
1,200 years in Azarbaijan province every year on his
birth anniversary.

Every year in July, Iranians visit Babak Fortress to hail
their Iranian hero, Babak, as the symbol of Iranian re-
sistance against the Arab occupiers. They read poetry,
especiallt from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, play traditional
Persian music and light up bonfires in line with the tra-
ditional rituals of ancient Iran.

UNDP Dealto Save
Persian Cheetah

Iran’s Department of Environment and the United Na-
tions Development Program (UNDP) signed a memoran-
dum of understanding to expand cooperation on saving
the Persian cheetah.

The agreement is part of the second phase of a domestic
program dubbed “Protection of Persian Cheetahs”, which
was launched 9 years ago.

UNDP’s coordinator, Consuelo Vidal, said the second
phase of the project will last four years.

He said $4 million have been allocated to the project, of
which $1 million will be provided by UNDP and the rest
by Iran.

Vidal praised Iran’s role in saving the environment, de-
scribing it as one of the most important countries in the
world that cares for the nature.

Alireza Jourabchian, the head of the project, told IRNA
that effective steps were taken in the first phase.

“The first phase of the project was very successful in sav-
ing the Persian cheetahs from extinction,” he said.
Jourabchian noted that the second phase of the project
demand greater efforts with the project’s team feeling a
heavier responsibility.

“The project of protecting Persian cheetah began 9 years
ago in cooperation with the UNDP and during this period
the number of environmental rangers have been doubled
in the habitats of Persian cheetahs,” he said, adding that
their habitat have also increased.

“The cheetah’s habitat has increased from 3,000,800 hec-
tares to 6,000,300 hectares,” he said.

The official noted that facilities and equipments projected
in the project have been increased by 150 percent.
“T'wenty-eight years before the launch of the project,
there was neither any sighting nor any picture from Per-
sian cheetah in Iran. But when the project began, 200
photographs of the animal have been submitted to the
department,” he said.

The head of the project said the first NGO for educating
local people about the animal and its habits was launched
as one of the project’s goals.

On the number of cheetahs, Jourabchian said that before
the project only 10-15 of them were confirmed across the
country.

“Currently, there are 70-120 of them living in the pro-
tected zones,” he said, hoping that their population will
increase after the implementation of the second phase.
On the future goals of the project, Jourabchian explained
that focusing more on environmental issues, improving
the condition of habitats, educating local people and us-
ing public participation are among the projects’ goal for
the second phase.

“Many international bodies are now supporting the
project, including IUCN,” he said.

Mohammad Javad Mohammadizadeh, the head of Depart-
ment of Environment, also described the project as one of
the most successful ones in the world.

“We can apply the experiences of the project in saving
other animal species, particularly those in danger of ex-
tinction,” he said.

The official said the Persian cheetah’s habitats have in-
creased from 5 to 10 as a result of the project.

“Currently, more than 80 percent of local people living
near the habitats of the animal are acquiring needed edu-
cation,” he said.

Mohammadizadeh said that what we once knew as Asiatic
cheetah is totally extinct and what has remained is the
Persian cheetah, stressing that the animal exists only in
Iran.

“Raising the animal in captivity was much easier for ex-
perts, but we preferred to raise them in nature till they
can develop their natural characteristics and learn to sur-
vive in the wild,” he said.

Mohammadizadeh announced Iran’s readiness to help
Middle Eastern countries and those that lack the know-
how for saving endangered animals.

“Iran is ready to transfer its knowledge of saving at risk
animals to all countries in the world,” he said.
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Director hiring amateurs to thwart
state restrictions on filmmaking

Renowned Iranian director Bahman
Farmanara is hiring an amateur crew
for his new film in order to frustrate
new state restrictions on filmmaking.
His new film entitled “Journey to Kon-
ya” is about a team of Iranian univer-
sity students who begin a trip by bus to
visit the tomb of Rumi in Konya.

“I plan to make the film without ap-
plying for a production license,” Far-
manara told the Persian service of
ISNA on Monday.

“To that end, I intend to use non-pro-
fessional actors and a young amateur
cameraman with an HD camera for
this project so as not to get anybody
into trouble. The only one acting in his
usual occupation is the bus driver and
if he is banned, he can become a taxi
driver!,” he added.

He said that selecting the crew mem-
bers would not be completed until
early July and shooting would begin
before autumn.

In December 2009, the Iranian Min-
istry of Culture and Islamic Guidance
threatened to impose a one-year ban
on cineastes, cast, or crew members
who collaborate in producing films

which lack the necessary licensing for
filmmaking in Iran.

The Culture Ministry had previously
warned Iranian cineastes about collab-
orating in film foreign projects lacking
the necessary licensing.

A screenplay must be approved by
the Culture Ministry to obtain a pro-
duction license in Iran. In addition,
the film’s producer must apply for a
screening license from the ministry for
a domestic or foreign premiere.

No film can be produced or premiere in
Iran if the Culture Ministry refuses to
grant the necessary licenses.

Over the past decade, Iranian direc-
tors Abbas Kiarostami, Jafar Panahi,
Bahmad Qobadi and several other
filmmakers have made films without
applying for a production license from
the Culture Ministry.

In a new decision, the Culture Minis-
try has announced that Iranian films
must obtain a screening license from
the ministry for a foreign premiere.
They have also said that Iranian cin-
eastes must receive their approval for
cooperating in foreign productions.

Persian arts embellish Shirazi
Golden One

Iranian artists used silver, gold and
shell as well as Persian intarsia arts,
inlay and filigree in making the ornate
Golden One automobile.

The car was designed by Dubai-based
Iranian Siamak Hojjat and Iranian art-
ists from Shiraz worked on the car,
which was manufactured in the United
Arabs Emirates, from 2004 to 2006.
“The car is decorated with ten kilo-
grams of 18-carat gold and 150 dia-
monds are set in it,” Hojjat mentioned
in a press released by the Persian serv-
ice of MINA.

The car body sports a 6.5 meter intar-
sia (decorative inlay) and the car’s floor
mat is made from a genuine Persian
carpet, he said.

Hojjat went on to say that the car’s
seats are upholstered with natural
suede and natural leather is used on its
door handles.

The artists dedicated about 20,000
hours in making the car whose purpose
is to introduce Iranian art to world, he
mentioned.

“Plans are to put the car, whose top
speed is 240 km/h, on display in Iran
and that should happen soon, possibly
within the coming two weeks,” he said.
The car is now in Iran’s customs and,
following official inspection proce-
dures, it will go on display for public
viewing. The car will be kept in Shiraz
after the public showing.

Photo: The Golden One in an undated
photo

IRIB probing actress Fatemeh
Motamed-Arya ban over hijab

The Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcast-
ing (IRIB) is studying to whether or not
to impose a ban on Iranian cinema and
television actress Fatemeh Motamed-
Arya.

The supervising committee will make a
final decision and if the ban is approved,
the actress would be barred, deputy
managing director of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) Morteza
Mirbageri told the Persian service of
MNA.

A picture showing Motamed-Arya with-
out hijab and wearing a green wristband
at a place identified as the Doha pavil-
ion at this year’s Cannes Film Market
was published on the Jahan News and
a number of other Persian websites.
Motamed-Arya was censured for her
appearance at Cannes by an Iranian MP.
“The photo was taken in a cosmetics

store while she was trying on several
costume jewelry bracelets of various
colors; yellow, red, blue,” Motamed-Ar-
ya’s husband Ahmad Hamed said.
Hamed threatened to file lawsuits
against those websites that have pub-
lished reports about her participation in
the Cannes film festival last month.

The actress was playing a major role in
Mohammadreza Honarmand’s TV series
“The Chef” which came to an end on
Monday.

Motamed-Arya and Iranian filmmakers
Mojtaba Mirtahmasb and Jafar Panahi
were barred from traveling abroad fol-
lowing the unrest that occurred after
the 2009 Iranian presidential election.
However, Tehran Prosecutor General
Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi lifted the travel
restrictions on Motamed-Arya last De-
cember.

Iran’s “There Are
Things” competes at
Karlovy Vary

Iran’s “There Are Things You Don’t
Know” by Fardin Sahebozzamani is
entered in the main competition sec-
tion of 45th Karlovy Vary International
Film Festival in the Czech Republic.

This is the first feature film entry by the
young director at the festival running
from July 2 to 10.

Ali is a taxi driver who tries to avoid
any kind of adventure. Sima, an old
school friend, nevertheless tries to re-
vive their old friendship, helping to re-
lieve his isolation.

Starring Ali Mosaffa, Leila Hatami, and
Mahtab Karamati, the movie has not
yet been screened in Iran.

Abdorreza Kahani’s “Twenty” won the
jury special award at the 44th edition of
the gala last year.
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Iranian director Rafi
Pitts selected for
Edinburgh festival jury

Iranian director Rafi Pitts has

been selected to be a member of
the main jury at the Edinburgh
International Film Festival.

Former Bond girl Britt Ekland,
director Mike Hodges, New
York’s Museum of Modern Art’s
senior film curator Laurence
Kardish are the other members.

The quartet will judge for the
Michael Powell Award. Inau-
gurated in 1993, the award is
named in homage to the U.K.
filmmaker.

The prize aims to reward im-
agination and creativity in Brit-
ish filmmaking and 2009 award
went to Duncan Jones for his
debut film “Moon”.

The Edinburgh International
Film Festival will open June 16
with Sylvain Chomet’s “The Il-
lusionist” and runs until June
27.

Rafi Pitts “Hunter” is among
the festival’s participants. The
film is about a young man who
randomly kills two police offic-
ers in an act of vengeance. He
escapes into a forest, where he
is arrested by two other officers.

“Revolving around his magnetic
central performance, the film is
a powerful thriller that lingers
in the mind long after the last
gunshot rings out,” the festival’s
website described the movie.

Iranian director making doc on
British Consulate in Bushehr

Iranian director Abbas Mohammadi is mak-
ing a documentary on the history of the Brit-
ish Consulate in Bushehr.

Entitled “Consulate, One Survivor”, the doc-
umentary is about the history of the consu-
late which was built during the occupation of
city by British forces in the mid 18th century.
“The ruined edifice of the consulate is being
restored by Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handi-
craft, Tourism Organization,” he told the
Persian service of IRNA.

In making documentary, he stressed that he
is taking a historical perspective without any

political bias.

At the end of the 18th century, the British
and Dutch established their regional com-
mercial offices in Bushehr, and during the
19th century the town became prominent as
the home of the British political agent for the
Persian Gulf.

The British Consulate General governed
Bushehr for 20 years until 1913. Following
a battle between Iranian and British troops,
the British Consulate was moved across the
Persian Gulf to the Arabian Peninsula

Paris Px3 awards Iranian
photographers

After participating in the non-professional
category of the competition, the winners were

awarded in the different sections.

Mehdi Arastuii took the first place award in
the Portrait-Culture section of the non-pro-
fessional category. In the Fine Art-Abstract
section, Mir-Kian Roshan-Nia was selected as

second place winner. And Ali Rahimi took the
second place in the nature section.

Reza Milani and Fereshteh Yahyaii also re-
ceived honorable mention.

American Howard Schatz was chosen Pho-
tographer of Year, and Stefano Orazzini was
selected as Best New Talent.

Works by the winners of the 2010 competition
will be exhibited at Espace Dupon, in Paris in
July 2010.

The “Prix de la Photographie, Paris” (Px3)
strives to promote the appreciation of photog-
raphy, to discover emerging talent, and to in-
troduce photographers from around the world
to the artistic community of Paris.

Photo: “I Have Forgotten My Homework” by
Reza Milani received an honorable mention at
the 2010 ‘Prix de la Photographie, Paris’.

Iranian academ-
ic rendering
Diderot’s oeuvre
into Persian

TEHRAN -- Morteza Kalantar-
ian is translating books penned
by the 18th century French phi-
losopher, art critic, and writer
Denis Diderot.

“I have been working on Di-
derot’s writings for one year. I
don’t know whether his works
have been translated into Per-
sian or not but I believe that he
is a very influential author who
has been neglected in Iran,” Ka-
lantarian told the Persian serv-
ice of ISNA.

He went on to say that Ka-
lantarian’s work will be released

by the Agah Publications after
completion of the translation.

“I decided to categorize works
by Diderot into fiction and phi-
losophy, although his fiction
connotes philosophical points,”
he mentioned.

He has a complicated philo-
sophical prose style which
makes translation of his works
difficult, he mentioned.

Among Diderot’s writings, he
has translated “The Nun”, “Ram-
eau’s Nephew” and “Jacques the

Fatalist”.

Diderot (1713-1784) was a
prominent figure during the En-
lightenment and is best known
for serving as chief editor of and
contributor to the creation of
the Encyclopedia.

Melika Goli named
Iran’s youngest author
Eleven-year-old Melika Goli was registered

as the youngest author and the youngest do-
nor on Iran’s National Records List.

Her father said that he applied to register
Melika’s name with Guinness World Records

as the world’s youngest author but Guinness
officials asked for an official request from the
Iranian government.

“So, we filed for registration of her name here
and then Iran’s National Records officials
announced on Saturday that they have reg-

istered Melika’s name,” he told the Persian
service of MNA.

“We aim to register Melika’s name with the
Guinness Book of World Records one day
and I doubt if there is any other such regis-
tration in this field,” he mentioned.

Melika has already written 14 books and 20
more of her books are ready for publication.
She has recently endowed all 14 of her books
to provide funds for orphans around the
world.

She plans to donate any money raised from
the sale of translations of her books in a spe-
cific country to the children of that country.

She began her writing career at the age of
seven after completing first grade when she
attended story-writing courses her father
held for school children. Prior to that time,
she created oral stories.

“Runaway”, “Moneys”, “The Wealthy Dad-
dy”, “The Bride”, “More Beautiful than Ever”,
“The Bicycle”, “The Last Time”, and “The
New Boss” are among her credits.
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Larijani insists on continued
20%0 uranium enrichment

Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani has called
on the administration to push ahead
with its program to enrich uranium
to 20 percent to power the Tehran re-
search reactor.

The remarks by Larijani came as the
UN Security Council approved a new
sanctions resolution against Iran and
the Vienna Group (the U.S., France
and Russia) failed to respond properly
to the nuclear fuel swap deal signed
between Iran, Turkey and Brazil.

“The Majlis asks the government to
continue producing 20 percent en-
riched uranium and not halt enrich-
ment at all, because some countries
did not observe the Non-Proliferation
Treaty and failed to provide nuclear
fuel for the Tehran research reactor,”
Larijani said on Wednesday.

“The bullying nations” which renege
on “their commitments should know
that their illogical pressure will be
proportionately responded by the lev-
el of uranium enrichment which will
be based on our needs,” he noted.

Larijani also warned about inspection

of the Iranian ships which is allowed

under the newly-adopted UN sanc-
tions resolution.

“We warn the United States and
some other adventurous countries, if
they are nurturing the temptation to
inspect Iranian cargos, they should
know we will take the same action on
their ships in the Persian Gulf and the
Sea of Oman to defend our national
interests,” he asserted.

Iran ‘vote riggers’ must be
tried, Mousavi says

Iranian opposition leader Mir Hossein
Mousavi has called for the trial of those
he claimed “committed fraud” in last
year’s presidential election.

He made the demand in a statement is-
sued on the anniversary of violent pro-
tests that followed the vote.

Mr Mousavi also said the police and the
military should stay out of politics. He
demanded an independent judiciary.
Last week, he urged his supporters not to
take to the streets to mark the anniver-
sary to avoid bloodshed.

Scores of people were killed and thou-
sands arrested during the violence that
followed the controversial re-election of
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on 12
June 2009.

“A fair trial of those who committed the
election fraud, tortured and killed pro-
testers must be held,” Mr Mousavi said
in the statement released on his website
Kaleme.com.

‘New charter’

Mr Mousavi also announced a “new
charter” of policy aims for the opposition
movement.

He called for an “end to the involvement
of police and military forces in politics,
the independence of the judiciary, and
prosecution of those in plainclothes,” re-
ferring to the Basij militia, deployed in
Tehran last year during opposition pro-
tests against Mr Ahmadinejad.

He urged authorities to release political
prisoners and to lift restrictions on po-
litical parties and social movements.
Last week, Mr Mousavi and his reform-
ist ally Mehdi Karroubi called off mass
protests planned for the one-year an-
niversary of President Ahmadinejad’s
re-election, saying they did not want to
cause the loss of innocent lives.

Only sporadic demonstrations in Tehran
and other Iranian cities were reported,
amid a massive security presence and
warnings from the intelligence minis-
try that protesters would be “charged
as criminals” for “any illegal action and
contact with the foreign media”.

Mr Mousavi has repeatedly vowed to
continue his struggle against the govern-
ment, even saying he is not afraid to die
for the cause of reform.

South Pars 1,000MW
power plant inaugurated

A large power plant with 1,000 mega-
watts output was officially inaugurat-
ed on Tuesday in Assalouyeh, south-
ern Iran, aiming to supply electricity
to the refineries of South Pars gas field
phases 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, and 18, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran News Network
reported.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad attended the inauguration
ceremony.

The power plant project was imple-
mented at the cost of 4,800 billion rials
(some $480 million). It includes six
160MW units which will be also con-
nected to the national electricity grid.
The first phase of the power plant had
come on stream in 2009.
Ahmadinejad also attended the sign-
ing ceremony of the contracts for de-
velopment of six phases of South Pars.
The National Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC) and domestic companies
signed contracts worth $15 billion on

Tuesday for the carrying out the de-
velopment plans of six phases of the
South Pars gas field.

Phases 13, 14, 19, 22, 23, and 24 are
transferred to the Industrial Develop-
ment and Renovation Organization
(IDRO), Petropars, and an all-Iranian
consortium.

NIOC Managing Director Ahmad
Qalebani and Oil Minister Masoud
Mirkazemi also attended the signing
ceremony.

The South Pars field is a gas conden-
sate field located in the Persian Gulf.
It is the world’s largest gas field and is
shared by Iran and Qatar. According
to the International Energy Agency,
the field holds an estimated 50.97 tril-
lion cubic meters (1800 trillion cubic
feet) of in-situ gas and some 50 billion
barrels of condensates.

Iran holds has the world’s second-
largest reserves of natural gas and the
third-largest reserves of oil.

Huge oil deposit
confirmed in
southwest Iran

Seismologic studies have verified 30
billion barrels of in-situ oil at the

Arvand-Kenar oilfield near Abadan in
southwestern Iran, governor of Arvand-
Kenar said.

Fars News Agency quoted Latif Hayayi
Ahvazi as saying, “An Iranian company
and a Chinese firm are making prepara-
tions for exploration in the region.”
“The first well has been drilled and the
preliminary stages of digging two other
wells in the field have started,” said Hos-

sein Dehdashti, a member of the Majlis
energy committee.

Parts of Iran’s oil and gas industry could
be targeted by an extra layer of Euro-
pean Union sanctions, according to a
document prepared for EU leaders, Reu-
ters reported.

Iran has continued developing the field
to meet domestic demand.

““We should not be dependent on oth-
ers (to develop our energy sector). Those
who are moody and ... obey their mas-
ters orders not to work with Iran,””
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said
on state television.

The comment followed a deal to develop
six phases of Iran’s giant South Pars gas
field was signed between National Irani-
an Oil Co. and some Iranian companies.
Iran has the world’s third-largest proven
oil reserves at nearly 138 billion barrels
or over 10 percent of the world’s total,
according to BP’s 2010 statistical review.
Iran is also the world’s fifth-largest oil
exporter. the gas sector, Iran’s South
Pars is part of the world’s largest reser-
voir of gas not associated with oil pro-
duction. Iran shares the field with Qatar
which has developed its side of the field
and has become the world’s largest ex-
porter of LNG.
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US Imposes New
Penalties on Iran

WASHINGTON — U.S. sanctions on
Iran expanded Wednesday to hit more
than three dozen additional companies
and individuals with penalties meant
to curb Iran’s nuclear and missile pro-
grams.

In announcing the move, Treasury
Secretary Timothy Geithner said the
new U.S. penalties were aimed at those
helping Iran develop its nuclear and
missile programs and evade interna-
tional sanctions.

The new penalties are the first step tak-
en by Washington to build on an Iran
sanctions resolution passed by the U.N.
Security Council last week. In addition
to imposing U.N. penalties, the resolu-
tion called for individual countries and
blocs of nations to examine and expand
their own sanctions regimes on Iranian
individuals and organizations.

“In the coming weeks we will continue
to increase the financial pressure on
Iran,” Geithner said. “We will contin-
ue to target Iran’s support for terrorist
organizations.”

He told a White House news confer-
ence that the administration expects
other countries to announce new pen-
alties of their own against Iran soon.
“This is not something the United
States can do alone,” he said.

The European Union is expected to an-
nounce additional steps Thursday.
Rep. Howard L. Berman, D-Calif,
chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, praised the U.S. action,
saying it “will significantly extend the
reach of comprehensive Iran sanctions
legislation that Congress will soon
pass, reinforcing and augmenting the
international sanctions regime so that
we can achieve our goal of persuading
Iran to suspend its uranium enrich-
ment program.”

The sanctions bar financial transac-
tions between Americans and the
designated entities and also freeze any
assets they may have in U.S. jurisdic-
tions.

The list of additional U.S. measures
includes sanctions against Iran’s Post
Bank for its support of nuclear prolif-
eration, officials said. That brings to 16
the number of Iranian-owned banks
on the U.S. list. Post Bank is alleged to
be a front for Iran’s larger Bank Sepah,
which had been hit by earlier U.S.
sanctions.

Among the other new U.S. targets are
five front companies and a list of more
than 90 names of ships that Iran’s na-
tional maritime carrier has been using
to try to evade sanctions, the Treasury
Department’s Stuart Levey told the
same White House briefing.

U.S. officials accuse that carrier, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines,
of changing the name of numerous
vessels in a bid to skirt the sanctions.
The company was first hit with U.S.
sanctions in September 2008.

Levey, Treasury’s lead architect of U.S.

sanctions on Iran, said the U.S. also is
adding two individuals and four organ-
izations that are part of Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps, which the U.S.
claims plays a key role in Iran’s missile
programs and support for terrorism.

Those individuals are Mohammad Ali
Jafari, the commander in chief of the
Revolutionary Guard since September
2007, and Mohammad Reza Naqdi,
who is alleged to have led the corps’
attempts to elude previous sanctions.

The U.S. also added to its sanctions list
22 petroleum, energy and insurance
companies located inside and outside
Iran that are owned or controlled by
the Iranian government, Levey said.
Of those, eight are based in Britain,
with headquarters in London; six are
based in Iran; three are based offshore
in Jersey, two each in Singapore and
the United Arab Emirates, and one in
Germany.

Robert Einhorn, the State Department
official in charge of implementation of
the sanctions, said the goal is to per-
suade Iran to return to the negotiating
table.

“We want Iran to address the legiti-
mate concerns of the international
community about its nuclear program
and it nuclear intentions,” he told re-
porters.

But earlier Wednesday, before the U.S.
announcement was made, Tehran said
it would expand its atomic research by
building four new reactors.

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
vowed to punish the West and force
it to “sit at the negotiating table like
a polite child” before agreeing to fur-
ther talks. He said Iran will not make
“one iota of concessions,” adding that
he would punish world powers for the
U.N. sanctions before announcing new
conditions for negotiations.

“You showed bad temper, reneged on
your promise and again resorted to
devilish manners,” he said in speech
broadcast live on state TV.

U.S. officials have said for weeks that
they would follow up on the U.N.
sanctions resolution with unilateral
action, and they have encouraged oth-
ers to do so as well. The administration
originally hoped to entice Iran to re-
turn to talks over its nuclear program,
but after that effort fell flat, President
Barack Obama turned to a strategy of
increasing financial and other pres-
sures on Iran.

Iran has for years defied international
demands to prove its nuclear program
is peaceful, as it insists, and not a cover
for atomic weapons development, as
the U.S. and its allies claim.

The U.N. Security Council now has
passed four sets of international sanc-
tions against the country aimed at
persuading it to come clean about its
intentions.

(Source: AP)

Iran summons
British envoy
after foiled

‘bombing’ report

TEHRAN — Iran on Wednesday summoned
London’s ambassador to Tehran, Simon Gass,
after it reported the arrest of several people
linked to an outlawed opposition group that it
said enjoyed Britain’s “backing.”

“The Islamic Republic of Iran demands a se-
rious inquiry by the British government into
this issue and a report of its findings,” the offi-
cial IRNA news agency quoted a foreign min-
istry official as telling London’s envoy.

That was a reference to Intelligence Minister
Heydar Moslehi’s announcement on Tuesday
that “two terrorist teams of hypocrites were
identified and their key members were ar-
rested.”

Iranians authorities refer to the exiled opposi-
tion People’s Mujahedeen as “hypocrites.”

The minister accused Britain, France and
Sweden of “backing” the Mujahedeen.

The People’s Mujahedeen was founded in
1965 in opposition to the shah and subse-
quently fought the clerical regime that ousted
him in the 1979 Islamic revolution.

Then President Saddam allowed about 3,500
members and their families to live at a camp
in Iraq as part of a policy of accommodating
the Iranian armed opposition at bases in Iraq
during his 1980-1988 war with Iran.

Following the US-led invasion of 2003, Amer-
ican forces disarmed the Mujahedeen and
placed the residents under protection.

Moslehi said the detainees planned to “car-
ry out bombings in several Tehran squares
on the anniversary of the election” on June
12, which passed off without major protests
against President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

Iran’s opposition leaders, who reject Ah-
madinejad’s re-election last year as massively
rigged, called off demonstrations on June 12
over safety concerns for participants.

Iran has repeatedly accused the West, and
Britain in particular, of stoking unrest and
seeking to destabilise the country in the
wake of the hotly disputed re-election of Ah-
madinejad.
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WASHINGTON — U.S. sanctions on Iran expanded Wednesday to hit more than
three dozen additional companies and individuals with penalties meant to curb
Iran’s nuclear and missile programs.

In announcing the move, Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner said the new U.S.
penalties were aimed at those helping Iran develop its nuclear and missile pro-
grams and evade international sanctions.

The new penalties are the first step taken by Washington to build on an Iran
sanctions resolution passed by the U.N. Security Council last week. In addition to
imposing U.N. penalties, the resolution called for individual countries and blocs
of nations to examine and expand their own sanctions regimes on Iranian indi-
viduals and organizations.

“In the coming weeks we will continue to increase the financial pressure on
Iran,” Geithner said. “We will continue to target Iran’s support for terrorist or-
ganizations.”

He told a White House news conference that the administration expects other
countries to announce new penalties of their own against Iran soon. Page3
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Iran summons British envoy after foiled
‘bombing’ report

TEHRAN — Iran on Wednesday summoned London’s ambassador to Te-
hran, Simon Gass, after it reported the arrest of several people linked to an
outlawed opposition group that it said enjoyed Britain’s “backing.” > Page 3

Paris Px3 awards Iranian photographers

After participating in the non-professional category of the competition,
the winners were awarded in the different sections.

Mehdi Arastuii took the first place award in the Portrait-Culture section of
the non-professional category. >Page 6

IRIB probing actress Fatemeh Motamed-
Arya ban over hijab

The Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) is studying to whether
or not to impose a ban on Iranian cinema and television actress Fatemeh
Motamed-Arya. The supervising committee will make a final > Page 7

New

Iranian director Rafi Pitts
selected for Edinburgh festival jury

Iranian director Rafi Pitts has been selected to be a member of the main jury at the Edinburgh
International Film Festival.

Former Bond girl Britt Ekland, director Mike Hodges, New York’s Museum of Modern Art’s senior
film curator Laurence Kardish are the other members.

The quartet will judge for the Michael Powell Award. Inaugurated in 1993, the award is named in
homage to the U.K. filmmaker. >> Page 6
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