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Tell us what
you think

Molaei claims bronze

Kamranifar did a good job

Mohamamd Fanaei Iranian expert for referee-
ing said Hassan Kamranifar did a god job on
Chile match against Switzerland on Monday.

In the 55th minute of the match, he raised his

flag to mark the offside and 20 minutes later he
let the Chile’s player continue his effort to score
a goal.

In this match he also raised his flag to help the
referee Khalil Al-Ghamdi to send off Swiss mid-
fielder Valon Behrami in the first half.

Behrami was shown a straight red card for rais-
ing an arm to Arturo Vidal in the first half in
Port Elizabeth.

Referring to this Fanaei said, “I don’t think it
was red card but the referee made the final de-
cisions.”

Previously, football world governing body
praised the decision made by Iranian lines man
during a Thursday match between France and
Mexico.

Kamranifar who was the assistant referee of the
match allowed a Mexican player to continue his
move and score a goal, despite it was like an off-
side trap. The match finished 2-0 for Mexico.
Meanwhile, Switzerland coach Ottmar Hitzfeld
slammed the decision of referee to send off mid-
fielder Valon Behrami in their 1-0 loss to Chile.
“The red card was not even a yellow. Of course
I'was angry,” said Hitzfeld, who also accused the
Chile players of putting on “quite a perform-
ance”.

“The red card made it hard to defend our goal
for 60 minutes,” he added.

The result leaves the South Americans on six
points and Switzerland on three ahead of the
final round of Group H games on Friday, in
which the Swiss face Honduras.

Chile’s victory came courtesy of a headed goal
from Mark Gonzalez in the 75th minute, ending
the stubborn Swiss resistance that had earlier
helped them surpass Italy’s 20-year record of
550 minutes for the longest time without con-
ceding a goal at the World Cup finals.

in World Weightlifting
Championship

SOFIA, Bulgaria -- Iran’s BahadorMolaei earned bronze in
the clean and jerk of World Junior Weightlifting Champi-
onship on Sunday night.

The +100 kg category athlete lifted 208 kilogram in the
clean and jerk and won bronze medal.

Ruben Aleksanian from Armenia won the gold medal lift-
ing 180kg in snatch, 212kg in clean and jerk and 392kg in
total.

Zaurbek Naniev of Russia earned silver medal when he
lifted 172 kg in snatch, 208kg in clean and jerk and 380kg
in total.

The Iranian team of Kianoush Rostami in 77kg category,
Saeid Mohammadpour in 94kg and Bahador Molaei in
105kg was participating in the competitions.

Rostami had already won three gold medals in the event.
About 50 countries took part in the 36th Men’s and 16th
Women’s Junior World Weightlifting Championship in
Universiade Sports Hall.

Steel Azin awaits
Belgian coach

Belgian Hugo Broos will likely be appointed as
Steel Azin football coach, according to the club.
The former Trabzonspor coach will travel to
Iran within the next few days to negotiate with
the Tehran-based team officials. The 58-year-
old coach has won the prestigious Coach of the
Year award 4 times in his career. Twice coach-
ing Club Brugge in 1992 and 1996, once with
Anderlecht in 2004 and finally in 2007 with

KRC Genk. ™
Iran weightlifting may face
serious doping charges, IWF
president says

SOFIA, Bulgaria -- Dr. Tamas Ajan president of
the International Weightlifting Federation said
Iran is in dire straits because of performance-
enhancing drug use.

“Iran Weightlifting Federation will be suspend-
ed for life if any lifter tests positive for a banned
substance. Being banned from every activity in
the sport would be a big tragedy for them,” Ajan
said. “Iran has so many talented lifters who
could perform well in the upcoming events. But
I think the club coaches of the country don’t
have proper knowledge of doping. It can hurt
weightlifting in Iran,” the IWF president added.

Rostami wins triple gold med-
als at Junior World Weight-
lifting Championship

SOFIA, Bulgaria, (MNA) -- Kianoush Rostami
claimed three gold medals here at the 36th Men’s
World Junior Weightlifting Championship on
Thursday night.
The Iranian 77
kg category lift-
ed 160 kg in the
snatch and 187
in the clean and
jerk in a total of
347 kg. He scored
three gold med-
als in the Men’s
World Junior Weightlifting Championship.

“I am so happy to win three gold medals at the
World Championship, but I am also disappointed
since I could not set a record in the competitions,”
Rostami said.

The Russian competitors Viktor Kharchenko and
Albert Sayakhov came second and third lifting 331
and 330 kg respectively.

Kianoush Rostami in 77kg category, Saeid Moham-
madpour in 94kg and Bahador Molaei in 105 kg
make up the Iranian team participating in the com-
petitions.

About 50 countries have participated in the 36th
Men’s and 16th Women’s Junior World Weightlift-
ing Championship which is underway in Universi-
ade Sports Hall until June 20.

Teymourian says my
priority is to play for
European teams

Former Fulham midfielder Andranik Teymourian reiter-
ated that he has received offers from Iranian teams Perse-
polis and Steel Azin but playing in an European club is his
priority.

Free agent Teymourian is reportedly a target for Sheffield
United in the summer transfer window. He said, “They
have announced their readiness to sign me. However, I
need time to think about it.”

“My agent is studying my offers from English, Spain, Ger-
many as well as Iranian teams for the time being. Perseolis
and Steel Azin have also contacted me but they have to
wait. As I have already said I would rather continue my
football in Europe,” the 27-year old player said.
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Dena Protected Zone
Cries for Attention

Large tracts of Dena Protected Zone have been wiped
out by unbridled livestock grazing, felling of trees for a
gas pipeline project and human greed in general.
According to Mehr News Agency, Dena Protected Zone
was established as part of a project named “Conserva-
tion of Biodiversity in Central Zagros”.

UNESCO registered Dena Protected Zone as a bio-
sphere reserve to preserve Central Zagros biodiversity
and promote sustainable exploitation through farming,
water conservation and tourism activities.

However, there is no sign of a real protected zone in the
area and it is like a neglected land.

Rampant Misuse

Dena Protected Zone is spread over the provinces of
Chaharmahal-Bakhtiyari, Kohkilouyeh-Boyerahmad,
parts of Fars (Eqlid and Marvdasht) and Isfahan (Sami-
rom) provinces.

Bahman Izadi, secretary of the non-governmental or-
ganization named “Yaran-e Sabz-e Dena”, expressed
concerns about livestock breeding in the area, adding
that the zone is exposed to destruction, theft and hu-
man greed.

Izadi pointed out that Golpari and Houz Dal Heights are
considered protected zones, though livestock breeders
enter without any hindrance.

He warned that if officials of the zone and of the De-
partment of Environment (DoE) do not seriously con-
trol the situation, it will only embolden profiteers.

“A building constructed for visitors is used by poachers.
They hunt, hide or rest without any worries,” he said.
The environmentalist said linking roads and residential
sites in Dena ease the access of poachers and livestock-
breeders to the protected zone, adding that they are be-
ing misused.

Pointing to reduction in wildlife species because of ex-
cessive hunting, Izadi said close to 500 ewes, rams and
goats die annually due to unbridled hunting.

Pipeline Problems

After 25,000 trees were felled for the establishment of
a gas pipeline linking Assalouyeh in Bushehr province
to central and northern Iran, it was stopped when the
Department of Environment lodged a complaint.

The pipeline, with a diameter of 16 meters, had been
built up to a length of 7 kilometers, Mehr News Agency
reported.

Jalil Badam-Firouz, the director general of Kohkil-
ouyeh-Boyerahmad’s Department of Environment, said
that after experts of DoE and Oil Ministry surveyed the
situation, they agreed to abandon the project and lay
the pipeline alongside the route established in the Dena
Protected Zone years ago.

However, what’s distressing is the admission of Badam-
Firouz that for laying the pipeline with a width of 16
meters, an area of 60 meters was cleared of trees in the
forest.

Dena’s Ecology

Dena Protected Zone extends over 93,660 hectares in
the Zagros mountain range in the country’s southwest.
It is located between 51.09 and 51.37 degrees in east-
ern longitude and 30.25 and 31.14 degrees in northern
latitude.

Sisakht city and villages of Meymand, Noorabad and Si-
var are the most important populated areas in the vicin-
ity of Dena Protected Zone.

Dena Protected Zone is unique in terms of ecological
conditions across the country with diverse plant and
animal species. It is considered a significant area in
western Iran in terms of topographic conditions, as it
has waterfalls, overflowing rivers and high mountains.

Natural glaciers are visible in Dena Heights almost all
year long.

The region is divided into high altitudes, arid and semi-
arid forests, and cold steppe. This has given rise to a rich
and diverse flora and fauna.

Dena boasts of various biomes, including mountain and
grassland biomes. They also include diverse habitats,

including freshwater, littoral, grassland and mountain
habitats. Therefore, wildlife species living in steppes,
grasslands and forests are all spotted here.

Wildlife and Biological Indicators

The unique ecological characteristics of Dena Protected
Zone have led to a variety of wildlife species, a number
of which can be hunted in accordance with DoE rules.
However, wildlife species such as the Iranian leopard,
wild cat, forest cat, lynx and wolf are near extinction, as
their populations are declining in the region.

Ferrets and ermines have been sighted in the region,
and the Iranian squirrel is considered an indigenous
animal of the forest.

Also, various bird species such as the bearded vulture,
jay and golden eagle live in the region.

The international project titled “Conservation of Dena
Biodiversity”, supported by the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme and handled by DoE, has been im-
plemented in eight villages.

Expert critical of
inept restoration
of Khaju Bridge

An expert recently criticized the inept restoration
work done on the Khaju Bridge, one of the most fa-
mous historical structures built over the Zayanderud
River in Isfahan.

Workers used cement for restoring the historical
bridge, but Omid Udbashi believes that they should
have used another type of mortar instead of cement,
the Persian service of the Mehr News Agency reported
on Sunday.

Restoration work was completed by experts from the
Isfahan Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Department (ICHTHD) last summer.

Cement causes corrosion of stones used in the con-
struction of the bridge, he added.

“Due to the lime content of the stones, other types
of mortar should be used in this kind of a restoration
project,” he stated.

He noted that using cement in the restoration of mon-
uments was done away with over 40 years ago.
According to Udbashi, the cement mortar has been
eroded away by the river passing under the bridge.

He said that a monument needs to be studied carefully
before undertaking any restoration work on it. How-
ever, such research is usually omitted in Iran due to the
high cost of such studies.

In August 2009, the Isfahan Press Activists Society is-
sued a statement to censure the inept restoration on
Khaju. Over 40 journalists who signed the statement
said that the restoration had ruined the authenticity of
the Khaju Bridge.

The bridge is also being threatened by the growth of
grass and algae in the gaps between the stones used in
construction of the monument.

The Khaju Bridge was built around 1650 during the
reign of the Safavid king Shah Abbas II on the founda-
tion of an earlier bridge.

Comprised of 23 arches, the bridge is 105 meters in
length and 14 meters in width.

The Khaju Bridge had previously been restored in
1873.

In November 2009, Si-o-Se Pol, another historical
bridge built over the Zayanderud River in Isfahan, was
damaged by a tunnel boring project for the Isfahan
Metro.

The tunnel-boring machine deviated from its intended
route and bumped into a ramp and a lower part of the
bridge.

Si-o-se Pol, also known as the Allahverdi Khan Bridge,
is one of a small number of Isfahan’s historical bridges
spanning the Zayanderud.

The construction of the bridge began in 1602 by order
of the Safavid king Shah Abbas I.

Photo: The photo shows that mortar used to fill the
gaps between the stones in a part of the Khaju Bridge
has been removed by the flowing water of the Zay-
anderud River less than one year after restoration.
(Photo by Mehr)
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UNESCO official inspects Irani-
an nominations for Memory of
the World Register list

A UNESCO official recently visited
to examine two historic Iranian texts
nominated for registration on the or-
ganization’s Memory of the World

Register list.

“At-Tathim” written by Abu Rayhan
Biruni (973-1048 CE) and “Kham-
seh” composed by Nezami Ganjavi (c.
1141-1209 CE) have been submitted
to UNESCO to be inscribed on the
List.

Iran’s application for registration of
these works was reviewed during a
meeting at the Iran National Library
in Tehran on Wednesday, the Persian
service of the Mehr News Agency re-
ported on Tuesday quoting Roslyn
Russel, chair of the Registration
Sub-Committee of the International
Memory of the World Program at
UNESCO.

Russel described her visit to inspect
the venerable documents as helpful
and said that she would enlighten the
sub-committee about them upon her
return.

The sub-committee is scheduled to
discuss the works during its meeting
in November 2010 and UNESCO’s
International Advisory Committee of
the Memory of the World Program
will decide about registering them in
late May 2011, she said.

A Persian scholar, scientist, one of
the most learned men of his age and
an outstanding intellectual figure,
Abu Rayhan Biruni wrote “Kitab at-
Tathim Li-Awa’ili Sina’at at-Tanjim”
(“Book of Instructions in the Ele-
ments of the Art of Astrology”) in
1029.

The book, commonly known as “At-
Tathim”, is a self-teaching guide for
astronomy which has been arranged
in the Q&A style. The oldest ver-
sion of the book, which has been in-
scribed by Mohammad ibn Jurabi in
1143 CE, is preserved at the Majlis
Library, Museum, and Documenta-
tion Center.

“Khamseh” (“The Quintuplet”) was
composed by Nezami Ganjavi, the
greatest romantic epic poet in Persian
literature, who brought a colloquial
and realistic style to the Persian epic.

Nezami’s reputation rests on his
“Khamseh” which is a pentalogy of
poems written in Masnavi verse form
(rhymed couplets) and totals 30,000
couplets.

These five poems include the didactic
work Makhzan ol-Asrar (The Treas-
ury of Mysteries); the three tradition-
al love stories of Khosrow and Shirin,
Leili and Majnun, and Haft Paykar;
and the Eskandar-nameh, which
records the adventures of Alexander
the Great.

There are various versions of “Kham-
seh” in Iranian libraries, but the two
versions kept at the Central Library
of the University of Tehran and the
library of the Shahid Motahhari
School and Mosque in Tehran are the
ones that have been nominated for
registration with UNESCO.

A collection of documents dating back
to the Safavid era, the Shahnameh of
Baysunqur, one of three ancient cop-
ies of Ferdowsi’s epic masterpiece,
and the Endowment Deed of Rab-e
Rashidi are three Iranian works, all
of which have previously been reg-
istered on UNESCO’s Memory of the
World Register list.

Selections from “Stories of Majid”
to be published in book in US

Several stories selected from the Iranian
children’s book “The Stories of Majid”
written by Hushang Moradi Kermani
will soon be published in a single book
in the United States.

Translated by Teymur Ruhi, the sto-
ries were previously published in the
American monthly magazine Cricket
and include “Drum”, “Samovar”, “The
Tie”, and “The Vice Principal”. The sto-
ry “Third Haircut” will also be added to
this collection.

Moradi Kermani (born September 7,
1944) is an eminent Iranian writer of
books for children and teenagers. The
22nd edition of his “Stories of Majid”
by Moin Publications recently hit Iran’s
book market, the Persian service of
ISNA reported.

Also available at the market is a book
named “Second Hushang”, which is a bi-
ography of author Hushang Moradi Ker-
mani written by Karim Feizi. The book
narrates the story of the writer after he
arrives in the capital city of Tehran.
Several Iranian movies and TV-series
have been based on his works. In 2006,
Dariush Mehrjuii directed “Mom’s
Guest” based on his novel by the same
title.

A number of Moradi Kermani’s books
have been translated into English, Ger-
man, French, Spanish, Dutch, Arabic,
and Armenian. His autobiography has
been published under the title “Believe
It or Not”.

To reach your
persian audience, talk to
“Persian Weekly” first!

“Catch the Moving Bus” reflects

“Catch the Moving Bus” director Hay-
edeh Ha'eri believes that the series play
reflects social problems in modern soci-
ety.

Ha’eri has selected four plays by Ameri-
can playwrights Tor Alexander Valenza
and Christopher Durang which was be-
ing performed as a series play under the
title of “Catch the Moving Bus” at Te-
hran’s Molavi Hall.

Actress and theater scholar Ha’eri, who
teaches at the Cinema Theater Faculty,
has returned to the stage after 22 years
with this play, based on selections from
her own Persian translations of plays by
Valenza and Durang.

“I am acquainted with American dra-
matic literature and read new plays
written in the U.S. I do love short plays
so I asked my brother who teaches dra-
ma at a U.S. university to send me newly
authored plays which could go on stage
in Iran,” she told the Persian service of
Mehr News Agency.

“I tried to consider different aspects of
a play in performance. The problems
posed by this play are global in nature.
We do not intend to make light of these
problems, rather we simply want to call

modern social problems: director

attention them,” she added.
She said that she intentionally used one
actor for different roles based on her

previous stage experiences. All actors
are her students at the university.
“Unlike Iran, comedy is a popular genre
among Americans and is welcomed by
audiences there as well, something that
is not popular here in Iran. Besides that,
a short play is a good medium to attract
an audience.

“Young Iranian artists are very talented
with noble ideals but unfortunately
they become discouraged because they
are not supported by state organiza-
tions,” she lamented.

She said that she does not intend to
stage her play in foreign countries since
Iran is her motherland and her main
concern.

The play was being staged at the Molavi
Hall but the venue was sealed closed
Tuesday morning without disclosure of
any identifiable reason for the action.

Photo: The Hayedeh Ha’eri troupe per-
forms in a scene of “Catch the Moving
Bus” at the Molavi Hall in an undated
photo. (Photo by Mehr)
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Gharibpur promot-
ing Persian culture
through puppetry

Opera puppet show director
Behruz Gharibpur said that
he wishes to disseminate Per-
sian culture all over the world
through Iranian puppets.

His four opera puppet shows
“Rustam and Sohrab”, “Mac-
beth”, “Ashura” and “Rumi”
were discussed during a session
at the Engelab Cultural Center
on Saturday.

The session was attended by
Gharibpur, puppet designer
Ali Pakdast, composer Behzad
Abdi, writer and literary critic
Mihan Bahrami and playwright
Behzad Sediqi.

“The idea of my first opera ‘Rus-
tam and Sohrab’ came to my
mind in 1970 when I felt that
the Persian art form of kheimeh
shab-bazi was endangered and
I tried to revive it by means of
an opera puppet show,” he men-
tioned.

Kheimeh Shab-bazi is a Persian
traditional puppet show which
is performed in a small cham-
ber by a musician and a person
called a morshed (mentor). The
dialogue takes place between
the morshed and the puppets.
The methods used in staging the
performance distinguish it from
other types of puppetry.

He called “the magical power of
music” a life-giving element in
his plays which he used in the
live performance of “Rustam
and Sohrab” and other opera
puppet shows.

“One faces numerous problems
and limitations in technical
movements during an opera
which do not exist in an opera
puppet show,” he said.

He said that the puppet show
troupe Aran tried its best to
render performances in the Ira-
nian style although it has bene-
fited from Western experiences.

“The spirit of sacrifice is imbued
in ‘Ashura’ using appropriate
lighting, wise selection of cos-
tumes and rhythmical move-
ments”, Mihan Bahrami said.

I always wanted to collaborate
with Gharibpur in making an
opera puppet show so I ac-
cepted his proposal to compose
music for ‘Ashura’ in 2006, Beh-
zad Abdi mentioned during the
event.

Gharibpur has performed three
puppet operas; “Rustam and
Sohrab” a national work, “Mac-
beth” an international play and
“Ashura”, a religious-themed

play.

Portuguese Club holds Kamran
Shirdel retrospective

The Portuguese Club of Cinematography
held a retrospective of the work of Iranian
documentary filmmaker Kamran Shirdel on
June 17.

Documentaries “Solitude Opus I”, “The Night
It Rained”, “Women’s Quarter”, “Tehran Is
the Capital of Iran” and “Women’s Prison” by
the acclaimed filmmaker went on screen at
the club in Lisbon as well as the Film Society
of Portugal.

Shirdel recently received the Italian Cava-
liere di Gran Croce OMRI, the first class Or-
der of Merit the Italian Republic awards for

contributions in the fields of literature, mu-
sic, economy, public service, social, philan-
thropic, and humanitarian activities.

Born in 1939 in Tehran, Kamran Shirdel is
one of the most widely renowned Iranian
documentary filmmakers.

He is the founder of Kish International Docu-
mentary Film Festival (KIDFF) (not held for
several years) which was of high importance
to novice filmmakers.

“Morning of the 4th Day”, “Mirror” and
“Simin” are among Shirdel’s credits.

I gave no promises about film
premiere: Hedyeh Tehrani

Iranian superstar Hedyeh Tehrani denies hav-
ing made any promises to attend the premiere
of her film “Seven Minutes to Autumn” on Fri-
day evening.

Tehrani was notably absent from Tehran’s Ey-
van-e Shams Theater for the premiere of her
film.

Iranian film critic Nima Hassaninasab, who
was the host at the premiere event, frequently
mentioned her absence and complained about
it.

“I had not promised any individual that I
would attend the ceremony. People know bet-
ter that I usually do not take part in these types
of programs; getting out of a black limousine,
walking on a red carpet and so on. I believe
such ceremonies are not acceptable consider-

ing the current atmosphere in our society,” she
said.

However, at the ceremony the host repeat-
edly said, “Ms. Tehrani has chosen not to at-
tend this ceremony despite her promise, and I
apologize for her absence!”

Director Alireza Amini, producer Jamal Sa-
datian, cast members Hamed Behdad and
Mohsen Tanbandeh, and several members of
film crew attended the event on Friday.

At the film premiers, black limousines trans-
fer the cast and other members of film crew to
the premiere event. A red carpet is rolled out
at the entrance of the venue, and the cast and
film crew are escorted by bodyguards wearing
black suits and ties

Don’t Miss us at

www.persianweekly.co.uk

Belarus keen on
extending artistic ties
with Iran

TEHRAN -- Belarus is eager to boost artistic
ties with Iran, Pavel Latushka the country’s
Culture Minister mentioned at an Iranian art
exhibit in Minsk, according to a press release
issued by the Islamic Culture and Relations
Organization.

The exhibit, which will run until June 23, is
being held by Iran’s Islamic Culture and Re-
lations organization (ICRO) in the Iranian
Embassy in Belarus in Minsk.

According to the press release, Latushka pro-
posed establishing an Iran-Belarus artists as-
sociation and also announced preparations
by the Belarus Ministry of Culture to hold a
cultural week in Tehran.

Latuska pointed to “Today’s Iranian Lady”, a
photo exhibition focusing on Iranian wom-
en’s activities in the social and cultural fields,
as an influential event and applauded the so-
cial aspect of Iranian women’s lives.

The exhibition is a cultural response to the
negative image of Iranian women propagated
in the West, director of the Iranian Photog-
raphers Center (IPC), the main organizer of
the exhibit, previously told the Persian serv-
ice of the Mehr News agency.
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Iran must respond: Brazil

|\ 1} '
SOFIA (AFP) - Sanctions may not
have closed the door for talks over
Iran’s nuclear program, but the ball is
now in Tehran’s court to allay inter-
national fears, Brazil’s foreign minis-
ter said here on Wednesday.

During a two-day visit to Sofia, For-
eign Minister Celso Amorim said he
was aware that ‘there were concerns
expressed by the Vienna Group’ -- the
United States, France and Russia --
over a May 17 fuel swap deal between
Iran, Brazil and Turkey.

‘I think now it is up to Iran to react
to these,” he told journalists. Iran’s
tripartite deal to exchange 1,200 kilo-
grams (2,640 pounds) of its low-en-
riched uranium for higher grade fuel
was cold-shouldered by world powers
with the UN, EU and U.S. slapping
new sets of sanctions on Teheran. ‘My
frank opinion is that sanctions do not
help. But I am encouraged by the fact
that Iran has had so far a rather flex-
ible response,” Mr. Amorim added.
Bulgarian Foreign Minister Nikolay
Mladenov meanwhile noted that ‘it
is most important at the moment not
to take the decision by the UN Secu-
rity Council for additional sanctions
as closing the door for negotiations
and talks with Iran.” ‘T hope the Ira-
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nian authorities will be ready to sit at
the table for an open dialogue on all
issues concerning their nuclear pro-
gram with the Vienna Group and the
TAEA (International Atomic Energy
Agency) to find a solution to this situ-
ation,” he added.

‘T agree that maybe the sanctions do
not close the door (to talks), I hope
that this is the case. But I think that
the rush to sanctions was a bit disap-
pointing from our point of view,” Mr.
Amorim said. He appeared encour-
aged that French President Nicolas
Sarkozy was willing to continue ne-
gotiations with Iran, based on the
Brazil and Turkey proposal, and he
praised the ‘positive mood’ in Iran’s
general response to that proposal. ‘I
think this is a good development.’
Mr. Amorim added: ‘We have felt
especially on the part of one of the
members of the so-called Vienna
Group, the willingness and the de-
sire to have a continued engagement
by Turkey and Brazil.” ‘And if this is
also the desire of Iran, which I think
it is, but also of the other two (Vien-
na Group members) we will be more
than glad to help,” he said.

Photo: Brazilian Foreign Minister
Celso Amorim -

Iran’s strategic gaso-
line reserves up 15%

The managing director of national Ira-
nian oil refining and distribution com-
pany stated that gasoline reserves in the
first three months of the current Iranian
calendar year (began March 21) are 15
percent higher compared to the same
period the year before.

Deputy Oil Minister Alireza Zeighami
said that the oil ministry has increased
its gasoline reserves for self-sufficiency

in case an urgent situation comes up, the
Mehr News Agency reported.

In this regard, CEO of National Iranian
Oil Products Distribution Company Far-
id Ameri pointed out that gasoline sup-
ply in the country is at a good level.

He noted that strategic reserves of gaso-
line are 500 million liters more than the
same period last year.

The official went on to say that with the
present supply of gasoline and diesel in
the country there is no need to worry
about any shortage even in the long
term.

Meanwhile, the deputy oil minister
claimed that gasoline consumption had
decreased an average 2 million liters a
day compared to the same period a year
before.

He said, “Since the start of the year
(March 21) the average consumption has
been 62 million liters a day.

Pakistani PM

ighores US

warning on Iran gas deal

ISLAMABAD — Defying a warning

from Washington, Pakistan’s prime min-
ister promised to go ahead with a plan to
import natural gas from Iran, even if the
U.S. levies additional sanctions against
the Mideast country.

Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani’s
comments Tuesday came two days af-
ter the U.S. special envoy to Pakistan,
Richard Holbrooke, cautioned Pakistan
not to “overcommit” itself to the deal be-
cause it could run afoul of new sanctions
against Iran being finalized by Congress.
The deal has been a constant source of
tension between the two countries, with
Pakistan arguing it is vital to its ability
to cope with an energy crisis, and the
U.S. stressing it would undercut interna-
tional pressure on Iran over its nuclear
program.

Gilani said Pakistan would reconsider
the deal if it violated U.N. sanctions, but
the country was “not bound to follow”
unilateral U.S. measures. He said media
reports that quoted him as saying Paki-
stan would heed Holbrooke’s warning
were incorrect.

The U.N. has levied four sets of sanc-
tions against Iran for failing to suspend
uranium enrichment, a process that can
produce fuel for a nuclear weapon. The
latest set of U.N. sanctions was approved
earlier this month.

The U.S. has also applied a number of
unilateral sanctions against Iran, and
Congress is finalizing a new set largely
aimed at the country’s petroleum indus-
try. Both houses have passed versions of
the sanctions and are working to recon-
cile their differences.

Pakistan and Iran finalized the gas deal
earlier this month. Under the contract,
Iran will export 760 million cubic feet
(21.5 million cubic meters) of gas per
day to Pakistan through a new pipeline
beginning in 2014. The construction of

the pipeline is estimated to cost some $7
billion.

While U.S. officials have expressed op-
position to the deal, Washington ac-
knowledges that Pakistan faces a severe
energy crisis and has made aid to the
energy sector one if its top development
priorities. Electricity shortages in Paki-
stan cause rolling blackouts that affect
businesses and intensify suffering during
the hot summer months.

U.S. opposition to the gas deal has also
been tempered by Washington’s reliance
on Pakistani cooperation to fight al-Qa-
ida and Taliban militants staging attacks
against NATO troops in Afghanistan.

The Pakistani military is also engaged in
fierce battles with Taliban fighters along
the Afghan border who have declared
war against the state.

Pakistani troops backed by fighter jets
killed 43 militants and wounded two
dozen others in the Orakzai tribal region
Tuesday, said Jahanzeb Khan, the deputy
political administrator in the area.

Four soldiers were killed in the fighting
and 18 others were wounded, said Khan.

The military declared victory against the
Taliban in Orakzai at the beginning of
June, but regular clashes with the mili-
tants have continued.

Meanwhile, a purported Pakistani Tali-
ban spokesman warned the group would
kill 35 Pakistani soldiers unless the gov-
ernment agreed to a demand to release
captured militants.

“We have 35 Frontier Corps men in our
custody and we will start killing them
if our arrested fellows are not released
soon,” Tkramullah Mohmand told The
Associated Press over the phone from
undisclosed location.

Mohmand did not mention how many
militants the group wanted freed and re-
fused to give a deadline, but said “we will
not wait for long.”

He confirmed the paramilitary soldiers
were the same ones who went missing
after a militant attack on a border check-
point in Mohmand tribal region more
then a week ago. Six Frontier Corps sol-
diers were killed in the attack.

Attempts to reach a spokesman for the
military were not immediately success-

ful.
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‘Iran to enrich
uranium to 20%

Iran’s nuclear chief said Wednesday
his country has produced 17 kilo-
grams of uranium enriched to 20
percent, defying U.N. demands to
halt the controversial program.

The 20 percent level, needed to pro-
duce fuel for a medical research re-
actor, is far below the more than 90
percent required to build a nuclear
weapon, but U.S. officials have ex-
pressed concern Iran may be mov-
ing closer to the ability to reach
weapons-grade level.

The United States and its allies ac-
cuse Iran of seeking to acquire
atomic weapons. Tehran denies the
charge, saying its nuclear program
is geared toward generating elec-
tricity.

Iran has been producing the 20 per-
cent enriched material since Feb-
ruary. The new figure of 17 kilo-
grams — about 37 pounds — was
announced by Vice President Ali
Akbar Salehi, who heads Iran’s nu-
clear program.

“Potentially, we can produce 5 kilo-
grams (11 pounds) a month but we
are not in a hurry over this,” Salehi
said, according to the semiofficial
ISNA news agency.

The U.N. Security Council ap-
proved a resolution two weeks ago
strengthening sanctions on Iran
over its disputed nuclear program
and calling on individual countries

and blocs of nations to expand their
own sanctions regimes on Iranian
individuals and organizations.

The European Union followed with
new sanctions, and last week the
U.S. Treasury Department said it
would restrict economic contacts
with some three dozen additional
individuals and companies alleged
to be helping Iran develop its nucle-
ar and missile programs and evade
international penalties.

Iran is producing the further en-
riched material from its stocks of
low enriched uranium, which at 3.5
percent purity is the level needed to
fuel an electricity-generating reac-
tor.

Iran says it needs the 20 percent
enriched uranium to produce fuel
rods to power a research reactor
that produces isotopes for treating
cancer and other medical material.
Salehi said Iran possesses the tech-
nology needed to produce the fuel
rods and the first should be ready
sometime next spring.

He said Iran plans to build four
new reactors for atomic medical re-
search around the country, saying
the reactors will be for radioactive
isotopes for medical needs of pa-
tients in Iran and abroad.

The United Nations has demanded
Iran halt all enrichment activities,
but Iran says it has a right to the
program to fuel a peaceful nuclear
program.

Iran doubles highest
banknote amid inflation fears

Iran has doubled the denomination of
its highest banknote to 100,000 rials
($10, £6.50), its Central Bank Governor
Mahmoud Bahmani has announced.

At least 150 million notes are being
printed and distributed over the next
three months, he told Mehr news
agency.

The move has been prompted by high
inflation, although official figures say
the rate has fallen to 10% from a peak
of 29% in 2008.

Mr Bahmani said the new notes should
be used in place of travellers’ cheques.

The special travellers’ cheques, which
local banks issue, can each be worth up
to 2m rials.

Kamran Dadkhah, an associate eco-
nomics professor at Boston’s North-

eastern University, said “astronomical”
inflation in Iran in recent years had
necessitated the new notes.

“They have to print notes in larger
denominations, otherwise people will
have to take a sack of them to buy a
sandwich,” he told Bloomberg Busi-
nessweek magazine.

The Iranian government has previ-
ously said it would start reducing food
and fuel subsidies later this year, in a
move critics fear could fuel inflation
and spark protests.

The government says Iranians in lower
income brackets will receive cash pay-
ments to help them cope when the cost
of items such as bread and gasoline
increase as a result of the gradual re-
moval of the subsidies over a five-year
period.

Iran holds Russia respon-
sible for “damages” on
freeze of missile delivery

Iranian defense minister said Tuesday Russia
will be responsible for the damages caused
by its failure to deliver the S-300 missile de-
fense system to Iran, local satellite Press TV
reported.

Ahmad Vahidi said that the delivery of the
air-defense systems would not violate Russian
or international laws, the report said.

“Russia has a duty to fulfill its obligations...
Implementing the S-300 deal is not against
Russian laws or international regulations,”
Vahidi was quoted as saying.

Iran struck a deal with Russia in 2007 to buy
the S-300 systems, but Russia delayed the de-
livery of the anti-aircraft missiles.

“It is obvious that (Russia) is responsible for
the damages caused by its failure to imple-
ment the deal,” said the minister, according
to Press TV.

Iranian officials have urged Moscow to stand
by its commitments regarding the S-300 de-
fense system deal with Tehran.

Last week, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin said in a meeting with French President
Nicolas Sarkozy that his country will freeze
missile sales to Iran in light with the UN sanc-
tions, according to the Elysee Palace.

The United States and Israel oppose selling
Iran the S-300 air defense system, an ad-
vanced missile system capable of shooting
down aircraft and cruise missiles from up to
150 km away. Source: Xinhua

German ambassador
summoned over mis-
treatment of Iranian
citizen

The German ambassador to Iran was sum-

moned the Foreign Ministry on Tuesday to
protest over the beating of an Iranian citizen
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in the German embassy in Tehran.

The foreign ministry expressed strong objec-
tion to Ambassador Brand Erbel over the is-
sue. Erbel said he was not aware of the attack.
However, he promised to investigate the issue
and inform Iran’s Foreign Ministry of the re-
sults of the inquiry
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Iran to enr
Uraniumto 2

Iran’s nuclear chief said Wednesday his country has produced 17 kilo-
grams of uranium enriched to 20 percent, defying U.N. demands to halt
the controversial program.

The 20 percent level, needed to produce fuel for a medical research re-
actor, is far below the more than 90 percent required to build a nuclear
weapon, but U.S. officials have expressed concern Iran may be moving
closer to the ability to reach weapons-grade level.

The United States and its allies accuse Iran of seeking to acquire atomic
weapons. Tehran denies the charge, saying its nuclear program is geared
toward generating electricity. >> Page 3

Iran doubles highest
banknote amid inflation fears

Iran has doubled the denomination of its highest banknote to 100,000
rials ($10, £6.50), its Central Bank Governor Mahmoud Bahmani has
announced. At least 150 million notes are being printed and distributed
over the next three months, he told Mehr news agency. > page 3

h

Portuguese Club holds Kamran Shirdel | Gharibpur promoting Persian

retrospective
The Portuguese Club of Cinematography held a retrospective of the work Cu Itu re th ro u g h p u p petry
of Iranian documentary filmmaker Kamran Shirdel on June 17.

Documentaries “Solitude Opus I”, “The Night It Rained”,  >Page 6 Opera puppet show director Behruz Gharibpur said that he wishes to disseminate Persian culture

all over the world through Iranian puppets.
His four opera puppet shows “Rustam and Sohrab”, “Macbeth”, “Ashura” and “Rumi” were dis-

Kamranifar did a gOOd JOb cussed during a session at the Enqelab Cultural Center on Saturday.

Mohamamd Fanaei Iranian expert for refereeing said Hassan Kamrani-

far did a god job on Chile match against Switzerland on Monday. The session was attended by Gharibpur, puppet designer Ali Pakdast, composer Behzad Abdi, writ-
>> Page 9 er and literary critic Mihan Bahrami and playwright Behzad Sediqi. >> Page 6
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