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Iranian cyclists win seven

Iranian cyclists claimed seven medals in the
Asian Cycling Confederation (ACC) Track Asia
Cup in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

In the three-day event which finished on Sun-
day, Seyyed Reza Jebraieli won the bronze med-
al in men’s Junior Sprint. He also claimed the
bronze in the Keirin event. Mahmoud Parash
took silver in men’s senior Keirin.

medals in Tack A| up

Iran’s men’s junior team sprint trio was defeated
by Malaysia and won the silver. Ali Morshedloo
won silver in men’s junior 1 km Time Trial be-
hind Thailand’s Satjakul Sianylam.

In the men’s senior team sprint, Iran managed to
secure a silver medal after Japan. Ali Ali-Askari
won the bronze in men’s senior 1 km Time Trial
after the South Korean and Japanese cyclists

Iranian ref apologizes
for returning home

The sole Iranian assistant referee at the 2010 FIFA World

Cup apologized to his countrymen when his officiating
tour of duty ended in South Africa.

Hassan Kamranifar played a key role in sending off Swiss
player Valon Behrami for elbowing Arturo Vidal of Chile
during the Group H match on June 21 at the Nelson Man-
dela Bay Stadium.

“I did my best in the tournament, nonetheless I apologize
to all Iranians for being sent back,” Kamranifar said.

“I am so happy because I gave a boost to the Iranian ref-
erees’ society. It’s up to others to judge my performance in
the World Cup,” the referee added.

Hassan Kamranifar and Saleh Mohamed Al Marzouqi from
the UAE were assistant referees to Saudi Arabian referee
Khalil Al Ghamdi in the 2010 FIFA World Cup

Visa Problem For
Sitting Volleyball

The US has not issued visa for the country’s sit-
ting volleyball team.

Informing the above to IRNA, Mahmoud Khos-
ravi Vafa, the head of Iran’s National Paralym-
pic Committee, said, “The team must be in the
US in 8 days to participate in the world cham-
pionship. We also sent a letter to the Interna-
tional Sitting Volleyball Federation and protest
against the act.”

The sitting volleyball world championship will
start on July 9 and run for 12 days. Volleyball
teams from Iran, Morocco, Rwanda, Kenya,
Egypt, Libya, Iraq, China, South Korea, Japan,
Kazakhstan, Bosnia, Russia, Germany, Ukraine,
Serbia, Hungary, Croatia, the Netherland, Bra-
zil, Canada and the host US will play with each
other in Oklahoma.

The team, which finished runner-up in the pre-
vious edition of the tournament, is coached by
Hadi Rezaei.

Iran’s sitting volleyball has clinched the cham-
pionship in many international events.
Meanwhile, on the first day of the 4th edition of
the international tournament in Tunisia, Iran’s
disabled athletes grabbed 7 gold, 2 silver and 3
bronze medals.

Some 27 countries have participated in the
event.

winger

Legendary Brazilian football-
er hired by IRIB Ch.5

TEHRAN-Former
iconic Brazilian
Jairzinho
will travel to Iran
to take part in a TV

show as a sports
commentator.
Jairzinho, 65, will

be on IRIB Channel
5 on Saturday in a
2010 FIFA World
Cup program. The
details of his con-
tract with the Irani-
an TV channel have
not been released.

Jairzinho is one of only three players, alongside Al-
cides Ghiggia and Just Fontaine, in the history of
the World Cup to have scored in every game of the
tournament.

He has played 81 times for Brazil and scored 33
goals.

Jairzinho was a member of the legendary Brazilian
national team that won the 1970 FIFA World Cup.

He coached Gabon for two years and was sacked by
the country’s football officials after a crushing de-
feat against Angola in a World Cup 2006 qualifier.

IrantoPlayFriend-
lies in Austria

Iran’s soccer players will hold three friendly games during
the 11-day training camp in Austria in July.

According to Mehr News Agency, the Iranian team
coached by Afshin Ghotbi will play against Serbia’s Red
Stars Belgrade on July 14, MTK Budapest of Hungary on
July 17 and finally Italian Lazio on July 21.

Ghotbi is in South Africa to assess the Asian teams partici-
pating in the 2010 FIFA World Cup.

Iran’s Football Federation President Ali Kaffashian said
Ghotbi is in South Affrica to have a good look at the Asian
teams and will likely return to Iran on July 3.

Iran was expected to meet Spanish giant Valencia, but the
game was cancelled due to a change in the date of return
to Iran. The Iranian squad is scheduled to return to Iran
on July 22.

Iran is gearing up to show a good performance in the 2011
Asian Cup that will be held in Doha, Qatar.

It will be the 15th time the tournament has been held and
the second time it has been hosted by Qatar.

Iran is in Group D of the competition along with North
Korea, the UAE and defending champion Iraq in a 22-day
competition that will start on January 7.

The AFC Asian Cup is an international football tourna-
ment run by the Asian Football Confederation (AFC). The
winning team becomes the Asian champion and automati-
cally qualifies for the FIFA Confederations Cup.
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Tirgan Festival
Inspired by Archer

Arash is a heroic archer of Iranian folklore and several
sources appear to have considered Arash to be the ori-

gin of the name ‘Arshak’ (i.e. Arsaces).

This is while the name of the Parthian dynasty derives
from a Parthian- or Eastern Iranian equivalent of ‘Arde-
shir’, i.e. ‘Artaxerxes’.

Within the scheme of the mythologically-conflated
genealogies of Iranian dynasties, the Arsacids claimed
to descend--via the other Arash--from Kai-Qobad,
Parstimes.com reported.

As is typical for names from oral tradition, there are
numerous variations of Arash. In the Avesta, the name
appears as ‘Erekhsha’ (“of the swift arrow, having the
swiftest arrow among the Iranians”). This Avestan lan-
guage form continues in Zoroastrian Middle Persian as
‘Erash’ (Bundahishn, Shahrastanha-i Eran, Zand-e Va-
human Yasht, Mah-e Frawardin), from which the an-
glicized ‘Eruch’ derives.

New Persian and Arabic forms include ‘Erash’ and
‘Trash’ in Tabari and Ibn Al-Athir; Aarashshebatir in
Tabari; ‘Arash’ in Talebi; ‘Aarash’ in Maqdesi, Balami,
Mojmal, Marasi, Birouni, and in the Vis o Ramin of
Gorgani. Names with a stock epithet representing the
Avestan “swift arrow” include Tabari’s ‘Aarashshebatir’
and Mojmal’s ‘Arash-e Shewatir’. A surname form in-

)«

cludes ‘Arash/Aarash kaman-gir’ “Arash, bow-expert.”

Mythological Origin

The basic story of the bowman runs as follows: In a war
between the Iranians and non-Iranians (in post-Sassa-
nid tradition frequently identified with the Turanians)
over the “royal glory”, General Afrasiab surrounds the
forces of the righteous Manouchehr and the two sides
agree to make peace.

Both agree that whatever land falls within the range of
a bow-shot shall be returned to Manouchehr and the
Iranians, and the rest should then fall to Afrasiab and

the Aniranians.

An angel (in Birouni, it is ‘Esfandaramad’, ie. the
Amesha Spenta Ameretat, MP Spendarmad) instructs
Manouchehr to construct a special bow and arrow, and
Arash is asked to be the archer. Arash then fires the
specially-prepared arrow at dawn, which then travels
a great distance before finally landing and so marking
the future border between the Iranians and Aniranians.
In Talebi and Balami, Arash is destroyed by the shot
and disappears. In Tabari, he is exalted by the people,
appointed commander of the archers and lives out his
life in great honor.

Differences

The distance the arrow travels varies: in one it is thou-
sand leagues (farsakhs), in another forty days walk. In
several, the arrow travels from dawn to noon, in others
from dawn until sunset.

A few sources specify a particular date for the event.
The Middle Persian Mah-e Frawardin notes the 6th day
of the 1st month; later sources associate the event with
the name-day festivities of Tirgan (13th of Tir) presum-
ably provoked by the homonymity with the Yazata Tir
or tir (arrow).

The location from which Arash fired his arrow varies
as well. In the Avesta (which does not mention places
in western Iran), it is ‘Airyo.khshaotha’, a not-further
identified location in the Middle Clime. Islamic-era
sources typically place the location of the shot some-
where just south of the Caspian Sea, variously in Taba-
ristan (Tabari, Talebi, Maqdesi, Ibn al-Athir, Marashi);
a mountain-top in Ruyan (Birouni, Gardizi), Amul
Fortress (Mojmal), Mount Damavand (Balami) or Sari
(Gorgani).

The place where the arrow landed is variously identi-
fied as ‘Mount Khvanvant’ in the Avesta (likewise an
unknown location); a river in Balkh (Tabari, al-Atir);
east of Balkh (Talebi); Bactria/Tokharistan (Maqdesi,
Gardizi); the banks of the Oxus River (Balami) or Merv
(Mojmal).

According to Birouni, it hit a nut tree between “Farga-
na” and Tabaristan “in the furthest reaches of [Greater]
Khorasan.”

Rain Festival

The festival of Tirgan is observed on July 1 and it is pri-
marily a rain festival. It is one of the three most widely
celebrated feasts (along with Mehregan and Norouz)
amongst Iranian peoples. Tir in modern Persian, Tishtar
in Middle Persian or Pahlavi, and Avestan

Besides an Afrainagan or Jashn dedicated to Tir, there
appear to have been many customs associated with
Tirgan. Mary Boyce in “Persian Stronghold of Zoro-
atrianism” mentions a game of Moradula (‘bead-pot’)
or chokadula (‘fate-pot’). She also related the custom
of tying rainbow-colored bands on their wrists, which
were worn for ten days and then thrown into a stream.
She observed during her time in Sharifabad that many
of the charming old Tirgan customs had died away by
the 1960s leaving “merrymaking by young people and
children, who with a happy license...splash and duck
one another in the village streams”.

Tirgan is also associated with the legend of the arrow
(‘tir’), which is briefly alluded to in the Tishtar Yasht
(Yt8.6).

An expanded account is found in Mirkond’s “History of
the Early Kings of Persia”, Erekhsha Khshviwi-ishush
(Arash-e Shiwatir, i.e. ‘Arash of the swift arrow, and in
modern Persian, known as Arash-e Kamangir) was the
best archer in the Iranian army.

‘When Manouchehr and Afrasiab determined to make

peace and fix the boundary between Iran and Turan, it
was stipulated that Arash should ascend Mount Dama-
vand, and from thence discharge an arrow towards the
east; and that the place in which the arrow fell should
form the boundary between the two kingdoms. Arash
thereupon ascended the mountain, and discharged to-
wards the east an arrow, the flight of which continued
from the dawn of day until noon, when it fell on the
banks of the Jeyhun (the Oxus).

Persian Version

The following Tirgan story from the Persian narrations
tie together many of these elements:

It is related that when the wicked Afrasiab, the Tur,
ruled over the country of Iran, it did not rain, at that
time, for 8 years. Afrasiab, the Tur, asked the wise and
the astrologers why it was not raining.

Zu Tahmasp answered: “You turned faithless, because
Fareidoun had allotted to you Turkestan and entrusted
it to you whereas he had allotted Iran to us and given
it to us. You turned away from that covenant and set
it aside. It is for this reason that, owing to this sin of
yours, it does not rain.” Afrasiab asked how this could
be ascertained.

Zu Tahmurasp said, “I shall throw an arrow from here,
and where my arrow falls, there will be the bounda-
ries (of your territory).” Afrasiab accepted it and en-
tered into a compact thus: “I shall consent to have as
the boundaries (of my territory) that place where your
arrow settles and I shall go out of Iran.”

When this compact was entered into, it was in the
month of Tir that Zu Tahmasp uttered the name of God
and threw the arrow from the country of Iran and that
arrow fell in the country of Turan by the command of
Lord Ahuramazd. When that arrow settled in the coun-
try of Turan, Afrasiab took this witness that the rains
did not come on account of his faithlessness. Then Afra-
siab arose from that place and went out of Iran with his
army and settled in the country of Turan.

The intelligence of this spread and heavy rains poured
down on the day of Govad. Then they assented to insti-
tute a festival in the country of Iran in the month of Tir
and up to now the Dasturs of Iran write a Nirang (for-
mula) and tie it on the hands of the faithful and remove
it from their hands on the day of Govad, throw it into
the sea on that day for the reason that the glad tidings
of the return of Afrasiab to Turan had reached on the
day of Govad.

It is for this reason that this Nirang is untied from the
hands and thrown into the sea so that all calamities may
sink into the sea.
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Persian music respected
in Europe: musician

Persian music is respected and praised
in Europe and it is an honor for the
Dutch Heerlen Music School to hold

courses of Persian music for students,
said Iranian musician Hamid Mota-
bassem.

“When I began my activities as a mu-
sician teaching tar and setar in the
Heerlen Music School in the Nether-
lands seven years ago, none of my Eu-
ropean colleagues had a clear image
of Persian music and its instruments.
Now after all these years, Persian mu-
sic is respected. We are holding semi-
nars and workshops to introduce Per-
sian culture and are expecting to give
an increased number of concerts,” he
told the Persian service of MNA.
“When I went to Europe 25 years
ago, I noticed that Europeans had lit-
tle information about Persian music,
and in their cultural centers there
were only a few records from ney vir-
tuoso Hassan Kasaii, santur virtuoso
Faramarz Payvar and singer Khatereh
Parvaneh.

“And now after all these years, semi-

nars and workshops have spread
knowledge of and interest in Persian
music to the West,” he remarked.

“Music knows no boundaries and is
a common language among all na-
tions, helping to connect all cultural
spheres with one another,” he noted.
“The combination of Oriental music
with Western music has always been
interesting, and it was on that basis
that I proposed the idea of forming
an ensemble named Pardis in which
European musicians are now playing.

“The European musicians gradually
became familiar with Iranian music
and now understand its ambience
quite well. The compositions we play
are entirely Iranian, but to be honest,
I can only compose Iranian pieces.
It is clear that what I compose is not
really traditional, but we can call it
modern Iranian music which con-
tains Persian melodies,” he explained.

“The ensemble first functioned as a
music school to encourage students
and teachers. We have so far held
several educational concerts, and we
are planning to invite Iranian and
European professional musicians for
future programs,” he added.

Motabassem also cooperates with
Dastan traditional ensemble and
hopes to continue his collaboration

Iranian doc to spotlight
Achaemenid tablets in Chicago

Iranian documentarian Orod Atapur
plans to make a film on Iran’s Achaeme-
nid tablets, which have been confiscated
by the Oriental Institute of the Univer-
sity of Chicago.

He has recently completed his stud-
ies for the documentary to be entitled
“Persepolis-Chicago”, the Persian serv-
ice of the Mehr News Agency reported
on Thursday.

Atapur is currently writing the screen-
play and Sima Film, a studio affiliated to
the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcast-
ing, will finance the production.

According to the Oriental Institute di-
rector Gil Stein, the institute currently
holds 8000 to 10,000 intact tablets and
about 11,000 fragments.

The tablets were discovered by the
University of Chicago archaeologists
in 1933 while they were excavating in
Persepolis, the site of a major Oriental

Institute excavation.

The artifacts bear cuneiform script ex-
plaining administrative details of the
Achaemenid Empire and date from
about 500 BC. They are among a group
of tens of thousands of tablets and tab-
let fragments that were loaned to the
Oriental Institute in 1937 for study. A
group of 179 complete tablets was re-
turned in 1948, and another group of
more than 37,000 tablet fragments was
returned in 1951.

In spring 2006, U.S. District Court Judge
Blanche Manning ruled that a group of
people injured by a 1997 bombing in
Israel could seize 300 Achaemenid clay
tablets loaned to the University of Chi-
cago and the university cannot protect
Iran’s ownership rights to the artifacts.

Iran protested against the ruling and
initiated legal proceedings, which so far
have not produced any results.

Tehran gallery hangs
paintings by Slova-
kian ambassador

Paintings by Slovakian Ambassador
Anton Hajduk are currently on dis-
play in a joint exhibit with works of
two Iranian women painters at the

Shirin Gallery.

A total of 20 paintings by the Slova-
kian ambassador to Tehran, Shah-Pari
Behzadi, and Puneh Jafarinejad are on
display at the gallery.

“Most Slovaks are innate painters. I
have painted for many years, but this
is my first exhibit in Iran,” Hajduk
said in a press release issued by the
Shirin Gallery.

He added that painting is his hobby
and personal interest, and he is an ex-
pert in politics.

He said the exhibit would help boost
cultural ties between Iran and Slova-
kia, adding that painting is a medium
which “has no limits in communica-
tion and does not need any transla-
tion.”

Behzadi said that she and Puneh Ja-
farinejad have attended several paint-
ing symposia in Slovakia since 2000,
and at one of them Hajduk told them
that he would like to display his
works in Iran one day.

The exhibit will run until June 30
at the gallery located at 145 North
Salimi St., off Andarzgu Blvd. in the
Farmanieh neighborhood.

To reach your
persian audience, talk to
“Persian Weekly” first!

Slovakian festival honors
Iran’s “Last Supper”

Ahmad Soleimanifar’s “The Last Sup-

the cast of the play.

per” won the Audience Award at the
Istropolitana Project, which was held in
Bratislava, Slovakia from June 18 to 23.

The play was the representative of Iran’s
Arak Islamic Azad University at the
event, which is also known as the Inter-
national Festival of Theatre Schools.

Written by Mohammadreza Kuhestani,
the anti-war play communicates with
the audience not with dialogue but
“through modern theatrical practice” as
it is mentioned on the festival’s website.

Majid Amiri, Mahdi Nikravesh, Seyyed
Hamid Lajevardi, Mohammad-Javad
Piruzi and Mashallah Kuhestani are in

The Istropolitana Project presents the
best creative work by students of dra-
matic arts. The competitive biennial
also holds workshops and educational
sessions on the sidelines of the event.

The festival aims to host a creative
meeting of the younger generation of
theater artists from national and inter-
national schools and to present various
approaches towards theatrical staging
and interpretation.

Photo: Members of Ahmad Soleimani-
far’s troupe in a scene of “The Last Sup-
per”
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Canadian university
honors Iranian actor
Ezzatollah Entezami

Simon Fraser University (SFU)
in Canada paid tribute to the
Iranian star of stage and screen
with a program named “An
Evening in Honor of Ezzatollah
Entezami” on June 25.

The event was attended by En-
tezami, film producer Qasem
Qolipur and a group of Iranians
residing in Canada.

Derryl MacLean, Director of the
Center for Comparative Study
of Muslim Societies and Cul-
tures at SFU, Adrienne Wong,
head of Neworld Theater, and
producer Qolipur spoke brief-
ly about the actor and his 70
years of activities in cinema and
theater.

The program continued with
a special ceremony performed
by local American Indians who
afterwards presented pairs of
talking sticks to Entezami and
Qolipur.

The talking stick has been used
for centuries by many Na-
tive American Indian tribes as
a means of just and impartial
hearing. The talking stick was
commonly used in council cir-
cles to designate who had the

right to speak.

The program was followed by
screening the documentary “...
And the Sky Is Blue” featuring
life of the actor. The doc was di-
rected by Ghazaleh Soltani and
produced by Qolipur.

Entezami turned 86 on June 20.
He has been known as the “Mas-
ter Actor” of Iranian cinema
since journalist and film critic
Hushang Golmakani wrote the
memoirs of Entezami in a book
with this same title.

On September 28, 2007,
UNESCO honored Entezami
with a lifetime achievement
award in a ceremony at its
headquarters in Paris.

In February 2007, he was
awarded the Jury’s Special Crys-
tal Simorgh award at the 25th
Fajr International Film Festival,
Iran’s most prestigious cinemat-
ic event, for his role in Amir-
Shahab Razavian’s film “Mina
of the Silent City”.

Iranian company preparing “24"
for home video network

An Iranian company is currently preparing
the U.S. TV series “24” for the home video
network.

A voice acting team, which is being directed
by Bahran Zand, is dubbing the TV series at
Tasvire Donyaye Honar (TDH), one of Iran’s
major companies working in the home en-
tertainment industry, TDH announced in a
press release on Tuesday.

In addition, a group of experts has been as-
signed the task of covering bodies of film
characters that appear in skimpy attire in the
TV series.

Nader Talebzadeh, “The Messiah” director,
supervises all the operations of the serial,
which covers 24 hours in the life of federal
agent Jack Bauer, who works for the Los An-
geles based Counter Terrorist Unit (CTU).

The TDH has purchased the broadcasting
rights of the TV series, which has been pro-
duced by four U.S. companies in eight seasons
comprising 24 episodes for the Fox Network.

Broadcasting began on November 6, 2001,
with the series finale broadcast on May 24,
2010.

The TDH has applied for a distribution li-
cense from the Iranian Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance.

In September 2009, the Silver Screen Insti-
tute, an Iranian companies working in the

home video industry, announced that it had
finished preparing the American TV series

So far, the serial has not succeeded in ob-
taining the Culture Ministry’s approval for
broadcast.

Last year, “Prison Break”, another American
TV series, was distributed by Iran through
the home video network due to its anti-U.S.

story.

“About Elly” director to make
“Separation of Nader and Simin”

Asghar Farhadi, whose films are of the mys-
tery and suspense genre, plans to make a fam-

ily drama entitled “Separation of Nader and
Simin”.
The Persian media announced on Tuesday

that Farhadi has obtained a production li-
cense for the film from the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance and will begin hir-
ing his crew as soon as possible.

The film is about a couple named Nader and
Simin, who are getting a divorce, but the tu-
torship of their child has caused trouble for
them.

Farhadi was the director of the prize-win-
ning Iranian film “About Elly”, which won
him a Silver Bear for best director at the Ber-
linale 2009.

It was also awarded in the Best Narrative
Feature category at the 2009 Tribeca Film
Festival.

“About Elly” represented Iranian cinema in
the category of Best Foreign Language Film
at the 82nd Annual Academy Awards in
2010.

Photo: Asghar Farhadi poses with the Silver
Bear for best director he received for “About
Elly” at the 59th edition of the Berlinale
on February 15, 2009. (EPA/Pool/Michael
Gottschalk)
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Gazprom Neft Eyes Iran

Oil Projects

Gazprom Neft, the oil arm of Russian
energy firm Gazprom, is looking to
expand its foreign operations into oil-
rich Iran and Cuba, which are both
hindered by trade sanctions.

The company is actively seeking to
increase its resource base to meet an

ambitious oil output goal of 100,000
million tons a year by 2020, up from
around 60,000 million, Reuters re-
ported.

“Gazprom Neft wants to join Petro-
nas’ project in Cuba,” Gazprom Neft
Chief Alexander Dyukov said during
the company’s annual shareholders’
meeting.

His deputy, Boris Zilbermints, said
the firm aimed to clinch a deal in July.
Zilbermints also said the company
was keen to conclude preliminary
talks to develop the Anaran oilfield in
Iran by the end of summer, but im-
plementing the deal would depend on
the United Nations changing its trade
sanctions on the country.

Last November, Gazprom Neft, Rus-
sia’s fifth-largest oil producer, signed
a memorandum of understanding
with the National Iranian Oil Compa-
ny (NIOC) to study the development
of two other Iranian oilfields, Azar
and Shanguleh.

Cuba estimates it has 20 billion bar-
rels of oil-abundant in its section of
the Gulf of Mexico that abuts the oil-
rich U.S. and Mexican zones of the
gulf.

Cuba’s portion of the Gulf of Mexico
has been divided into 59 blocks, of
which 17 have been contracted out to
companies, including Spanish oil gi-
ant Repsol and its partners, Malaysia’s
Petronas, Brazil’s Petrobras, Ven-
ezuela’s PDVSA and PetroVietnam.

Cuba also presents some difficul-
ties for the development of hydro-
carbon reserves as the country falls
under a US-imposed trade embargo.
The 48-year-old embargo limits the
amount of US technology that can be
used in oil developments in Cuba.
Gazprom Neft also owns a 20-percent
state in a consortium with other Rus-
sian producers to develop hydrocar-
bon deposits in Venezuela.

On Friday, the company signed a pro-
duction sharing agreement for two oil
offshore blocks in Equatorial Guinea,
the latest country into which the firm
has expanded its activity, pledging $3
billion in investments.

Iranian Develops New
Infertility Treatment

For the first time in the world, a new
method can treat male infertility by using
stem cell technology.

Professor Karim Nayernia, an Iranian
biomedical scientist and a Britain-based
expert on stem cell biology, made the an-
nouncement on Tuesday, IRIB reported.
Nayernia, a professor of stem cell biol-
ogy at Newcastle University, said his team
could create human sperm’s stem cells in
laboratory.

“The new finding was significant in that it
helps study different stages of sperm life in
lab and examine why some men are unable

to produce sperms,” he said.

Discussing his latest researches on early
diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer,
Nayernia said his team has offered sev-
eral new indicators for diagnosis of breast
cancer in women, adding that the find-
ings have been published in major medical
journals.

He believed that the method might help
identify and remove cancerous cells in
breast even when they are still few.

Karim Nayernia, 52, was born in Iran. He
is an alumnus of the University of Gottin-
gen, where he defended his dissertation in
1993. He worked at the university until
2006, before moving to work at Newcastle
University.

Death penalty for
Iran jail abuse

TEHRAN, Iran — An Iranian military
court has convicted and sentenced to
death two suspects charged with tortur-
ing and killing three anti-government
protesters in prison, the country’s judici-

handed down.

Iran last year said it had charged 12 of-
ficers implicated in the Kahrizak case.
Their trial was later reported to have
started in March. Iran’s military courts

ary said Wednesday.

The announced verdicts were the first
in a case that significantly embarrassed
Iranian authorities and drew some of the
fiercest criticism against the government
over its treatment of protesters in the
turmoil following last June’s disputed
presidential election.

Those killed included 24-year-old
Mohsen Rouhalamini, the son of a
prominent conservative figure. His death
sparked an outcry even among govern-
ment supporters. The two other victims
were identified as Amir Javadifar and
Mohammad Kamrani.

Authorities initially denied the abuse
claims, accusing the opposition of run-
ning a campaign of lies against the ruling
system.

But anger over the abuse emerged in Au-
gust, after influential conservative fig-
ures in the clerical hierarchy condemned
the mistreatment of detainees. The out-
rage forced Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei to order the immediate
closure of the Kahrizak prison where
they had been held.

A report on the Iranian judiciary’s web-
site said the military court also had sen-
tenced nine other suspects in the case to
flogging or prison terms, while one per-
son was acquitted.

No details were released on the identities
of the suspects or when the verdict was

are the ones that usually try policemen
and military personnel.

The state IRNA news agency subse-
quently said a judge has banned report-
ing details of the trial.

In January, a parliamentary probe found
a former Tehran prosecutor, Saeed Mor-
tazavi, responsible for the torture deaths
of the three in Kahrizak. There has been
no word of any action to punish Morta-
zavi, who became the head of a govern-
ment body tasked with fighting smug-
gling of goods.

The judiciary said Wednesday that the
court has studied cases of more than 60
other people over separate cases of mis-
treatment of protesters, and that 33 of
them would go on trial.

Hundreds of protesters and opposition
activists were arrested in the govern-
ment crackdown following the disputed
June 2009 election, which the opposition
says President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
won through massive vote fraud.

The opposition says more than 80 pro-
testers have been killed in the postelec-
tion crackdown, but the government has
confirmed around 30 deaths. More than
100 protesters, activists and pro-reform
opposition have been on trial, accused of
fueling the protests and being part of a
plot to overthrow the government.
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Obama to Sigh New
US Iran Sanctions

WASHINGTON — US Presi-
dent Barack Obama is set to sign a
sweeping package of tough new en-
ergy and financial sanctions on Iran
over its nuclear program, the White
House has said.

Obama will sign the bill at 6:15 pm
(2215 GMT) at the White House,
his press secretary said in the daily
statement Wednesday of the US
president’s schedule for the coming
day.

The new congressional measures
aim to choke off Iran’s access to im-
ports of refined petroleum products
like gasoline and jet fuel and curb
its access to the international bank-
ing system.

The US Senate and the House of
Representatives approved the leg-
islation -- aimed at forcing Tehran
to halt its suspect nuclear program
-- last week by crushing 99-0 and
408-8 margins, respectively.

The new measures, which backers
described as the toughest ever uni-
lateral US sanctions against the Is-
lamic republic, are piled atop new
UN Security Council and European
sanctions.

World powers led by Washington
accuse the Islamic republic of seek-
ing to build nuclear weapons and
are demanding that it freeze its ura-
nium enrichment activity, which
can be a key step towards develop-
ing an atomic arsenal.

The bill would shut US markets to
firms that provide Iran with refined
petroleum products that the oil-rich
nation must import to meet demand
because of a weak domestic refining
capability.

It also takes aim at firms that invest
in Iran’s energy sector, including
non-US companies that provide

financing, insurance, or shipping
services.

It could also see non-US banks do-
ing business with certain blacklisted
Iranian entities -- including Iran’s
elite Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps and several banks -- shut out
of the US financial system.

The bill would also enable US states
and local governments to divest
from foreign firms engaged in Iran’s
energy sector, and would tighten
the existing US trade embargo
on Iranian goods by curbing the
number of exempted products.

Lawmakers had noted that Iran
had rejected Obama’s efforts, since
taking office in January 2009, to
engage Tehran diplomatically on is-
sues from its nuclear program to its
support for Islamist groups branded
terrorists in Washington.

But they also cautioned that the
bill’'s impact would depend on
whether Obama invoked its pow-
ers rather than use his considerable
authority to waive some of the most
punishing measures.

The legislation also calls for the US
government to identify Iranian offi-
cials who are human rights abusers
and target them for sanctions like a
travel ban and asset freeze.

And it would also for the first time
require companies seeking US gov-
ernment contracts to certify that
they and their subsidiaries do not
do business with Iran, which denies
charges it seeks nuclear weapons.

Opponents of the bill said Iran’s
elite would escape unscathed while
its people suffered, stoking anti-US
resentment rather than turning the
population against leaders in Te-
hran.

Mullen: Iran
will continue to
strive for nukes

ASPEN, Colo. — Adm. Mike Mullen said
Monday he believes Iran will continue to pur-
sue nuclear weapons, even if sanctions against
the country are increased.

Speaking at the Aspen Security Forum, the
chairman of the joint chiefs of staff said it
would be “incredibly dangerous” for Iran to
achieve nuclear weapons, and that there’s “no
reason to trust” Iran’s assurances that it is only
pursuing a peaceful nuclear program, espe-
cially after the discovery of the secret nuclear

facility in Qom.

But he said a military strike against Iran
would be “incredibly destabilizing” to the re-
gion, and that he believed U.S. ally Israel un-
derstands that. The admiral was responding to
questions about whether he shared the assess-
ment of CIA Director Leon Panetta, who said
on Sunday that Iran likely has enough nuclear
material to make two weapons, but is at least
a year away from being able to carry that out.

Mullen has just returned from a multination
tour that included a stop in Tel Aviv, where
he met with his Israeli military counterpart to
discuss Iran’s continuing defiance of the in-
ternational community over the nuclear issue.

The U.N. Security Council approved new
sanctions against Iran earlier this month.
Congress and the European Union followed
with additional measures aimed at discourag-
ing Iran from continuing its uranium enrich-
ment program, which they fear could be used
to produce a nuclear weapon.

Mullen said there was no reason to expect
Iran to conform to international norms, given
its past behavior, but he declined to describe
what measures the U.S. was considering. He
has often said that all options remain on the
table.

He explained that the hardest part about try-
ing to decide what to do about Iran is how
much the U.S. does not know about the coun-
try’s nuclear progress.

When asked whether he thought Israel would
give the United States time to see whether
tougher sanctions or talks would produce
more cooperation from Iran, he would only
say that he believes the U.S. and Israel are “in
synch” with their current policies.
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DEATH PENALTY FOR
IRAN JAIL ABUSE

TEHRAN, Iran — An Iranian military court has convicted and sentenced to death two
suspects charged with torturing and killing three anti-government protesters in prison, the
country’s judiciary said Wednesday.

The announced verdicts were the first in a case that significantly embarrassed Iranian au-
thorities and drew some of the fiercest criticism against the government over its treatment
of protesters in the turmoil following last June’s disputed presidential election.

Those killed included 24-year-old Mohsen Rouhalamini, the son of a prominent conserv-
ative figure. His death sparked an outcry even among government supporters. The two
other victims were identified as Amir Javadifar and Mohammad Kamrani.

Authorities initially denied the abuse claims, accusing the opposition of running a cam-
paign of lies against the ruling system.

But anger over the abuse emerged in August, after influential conservative figures in the
clerical hierarchy condemned the mistreatment of detainees. The outrage forced Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to order the immediate closure of the Kahrizak prison
where they had been held.

A report on the Iranian judiciary’s website said the military court also had sentenced nine
other suspects in the >> Page 4

Gazprom Neft Eyes Iran Oil Projects

Gazprom Neft, the oil arm of Russian energy firm Gazprom, is looking to expand its
foreign operations into oil-rich Iran and Cuba, which are both hindered by trade
sanctions.

The company is actively seeking to increase its resource base to meet an ambitious oil
output goal of 100,000 million tons a year by 2020 > page 4

Iranian doc to spotlight Achaemenid
tablets in Chicago

Iranian documentarian Orod Atapur plans to make a film on Iran’s Achaemenid tablets, v
which have been confiscated by the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago.

He has recently completed his studies for the documentary to be entitled “Persepolis- Ca n a d ia n u n ive rSity

Chicago”, the Persian service of the Mehr News Agency reported on Thursday. >> Page 7

Iranian cyclists win seven medals in hOnorS I ranian aCtor
Track Asia Cup >>page 9 Ezzatollah Entezami ......

Two Languages can be better than one!

To reach your Iranian audience, talk to “Persian Weekly” first!
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