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Iran to participate in Sitting
Volleyball World Championships

Iran will take part in the 2010 Sitting Volleyball
World Championships which will be held in
Edmond, Oklahoma, U.S.A. from July 11 to 18.
The five-time Paralympics gold medalist has
been drawn in Pool B along with Iraq, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, Serbia and Kenya.

The competition will bring to the U.S. about
600 athletes and coaches from 36 men’s and
women’s national teams from around the world.
The Sitting Volleyball World Championships
will serve as a qualifier for the 2012 Paralympic
Games in London.

-

The 2010 Sitting World Championships will be
held in the UCO Hamilton Field House in Ed-
mond.

Iran has dominated sitting volleyball for the
past two decades, having won the gold medals
at the 1988 Seoul, 1992 Barcelona, 1996 Atlanta,
2000 Sydney and 2008 Beijing Paralympics.
Only at the 2004 Athens Paralympics final, Iran
was beaten by Bosnia-Herzegovina and took
home the silver medal.

Olympiacos shows inter-
est in Javad Nekounam

Greek Olympiacos Piraeus FC has been linked with Os-

asuna midfielder Javad Nekounam.

According to Spanish media the Greek giant is ready to pay
1.3 million euros for the Iranian who turns 30 in October.
“Javad has told me he would like to join a big European
club. I think Olympiacos is a great club,” his agent said.
“He has already talked to Olympiacos coach. I think he
will join the Greek team soon,” Reza Fazeli added.
Olympiacos is considered one of the big three football
clubs in Greece and it is one of four teams that have never
been relegated from the first division. The team has won
the Greek League 37 times.

Javad Nekounam’s contract expires at the end of June 2011.
Nekounam joined Osasuna in 2006. He played 91 times for
the Pamplona-based team and scored 13 goals

Hashemian May
Start Coaching

Former Bayern Munich striker Vahid Hashemi-
an said if he doesnot
receive any good
proposal as a player,
he may consider of-
fers for coaching po-
sitions.

The 33-year old told
ISNA, “I have good
proposals from big !
clubs from Germany // \
and also Iran. I will
be in Iran on Sun-
day and if I find my niche, I will take it for a
year and then start coaching.”

The former Bochum striker prefers to join a Eu-
ropean football team and put Persepolis on the
back burner.

Previously he has promised Persepolis officials
to consider moving to the Tehran-based team
after the 2010 World Cup.

Referring to this he added, “I talked with Perse-
polis but nothing has been finalized. During my
stay in Iran I will negotiate with them.”
Hashemian joined Hamburg in 1999 and then
played for Bayern Munich and Hannover 96.
He left Bochum last season after the team was
relegated from Bundesliga.

Tumbakovic takes charge of

Steel Azin

Serbian Ljubisa Tumbakovic was appointed as the
Steel Azin football coach.

The Former Partizan Belgrade coach penned a one-
year contract with the Tehran-based team but Steel

Azin didn’t disclose any financial details.

Tumbakovic will join Steel Azin in an Austria train-
ing camp this week. He will be assisted by Iranian
duo Afshin Peyrovani and Ahmad-Reza Abedzadeh
in Steel Azin.

Tumbakovic is the most successful coach in the his-
tory of Partizan Belgrade where he won six national
championships and three national cups.

From January 2004 to December 2009, he was the
manager of Shandong Luneng in the Chinese Super
League

Iranian sportswriter dies
of cancer

Iranian sportswriter Hossein Heidari lost a long-
running battle with cancer early Monday and died
in Tehran’s Shohaday-e Tajrish Hospital at age 33.
Heidari worked at Iranian sports daily “Iran Var-
zeshi” in the past five years.

He was laid to rest at the Behesht-e Zahra Cemetery
on Tuesday. He will be missed by all his colleagues
and relatives.

The Mehr News Agency and the Tehran Times staff
offer their heartfelt condolences to his family and
friends

IrantoPlayFriend-
lies in Austria

Iran’s soccer players will hold three friendly games during
the 11-day training camp in Austria in July.

According to Mehr News Agency, the Iranian team
coached by Afshin Ghotbi will play against Serbia’s Red
Stars Belgrade on July 14, MTK Budapest of Hungary on
July 17 and finally Italian Lazio on July 21.

Ghotbi is in South Africa to assess the Asian teams partici-
pating in the 2010 FIFA World Cup.

Iran’s Football Federation President Ali Kaffashian said
Ghotbi is in South Affrica to have a good look at the Asian
teams and will likely return to Iran on July 3.

Iran was expected to meet Spanish giant Valencia, but the
game was cancelled due to a change in the date of return
to Iran. The Iranian squad is scheduled to return to Iran
on July 22.

Iran is gearing up to show a good performance in the 2011
Asian Cup that will be held in Doha, Qatar.

It will be the 15th time the tournament has been held and
the second time it has been hosted by Qatar.

Iran is in Group D of the competition along with North
Korea, the UAE and defending champion Iraq in a 22-day
competition that will start on January 7.

The AFC Asian Cup is an international football tourna-
ment run by the Asian Football Confederation (AFC). The
winning team becomes the Asian champion and automati-
cally qualifies for the FIFA Confederations Cup.
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Tabriz Bazaar Registered

The historical bazaar of Tabriz in East Azarbaijan prov-
ince was registered on UNESCO’s World Heritage List,
which will be announced officially on July 24.

Announcing this, Torab Mohammadi, the head of
Tabriz Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism De-
partment, told Mehr News Agency that after years of

“Twenty-three restorations projects have been con-
ducted at the site, some of them will be finalized by July
22,” Mohammadi said, adding that Tabriz has been reg-
istered as the center of Shiites by Iran’s Cultural Herit-
age, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization.

The official criticized the large allocation of archeologi-

studies, Tabriz Bazaar has been confirmed by UNESCO’s
experts as the world’s largest roofed bazaar.

The case of Tabriz Bazaar, containing reports, photos
and documentaries about the site, was submitted to
UNESCO last year.

Last September, a group of UNESCO experts visited the
city to evaluate its historical bazaar for registration.

Features

Tabriz Bazaar is one of the oldest bazaars of Middle East
and an Iranian architectural masterpiece.

Located at the center of Tabriz, this spectacular struc-
ture consists of several sub-bazaars, such as Amir Bazaar
(for gold and jewelry), Mozaffarieh (a carpet bazaar),
a shoe bazaar and many others that offer a variety of
goods. Although numerous new shops and malls have
been established the bazaar remains the economic heart
of the city. Tabrix Bazaar is the largest historical bazaar
in Iran founded since 2nd millennium BC. The main
structure of the bazaar consists of two main roofed
northern and southern lanes and several western-east-
ern ones. It is about 3 square kilometers in area and the
largest roofed brick complex in the world.

Restoration Projects

cal funds to the capital city Tehran and called for more
attention to other provinces.

“Only Tehran has an archeological center while there
are many ancient sites across the country,” he said.

He said Tabriz province is conducting archeological ex-
cavations at some of its ancient sites, which are super-

vised by provincial experts.
The official named Maragheh Observatory as one of the
most important historical sites in the province current-
ly undergoing excavations.

City of Tabriz

Tabriz is the capital of East Azarbaijan province. It
boasts of Azargoshtasp Temple--the fire temple of the
kings and nobles of Iran in Ancient Persia. It is perhaps
the birthplace of Zarathustra.

The city was the capital of Iran in different eras. It is
located in a valley to the north of the beautiful Mount
Sahand. The valley opens out into a plain that slopes
down gently to the northern end of Lake Orumieh,
about 60 km to the west.

Tabriz is 310 km southeast of Bazargan (Iranian-Turk-
ish border); 159 km south of Jolfa on Iran-Aran (Az-

erbaijan Republic) border, and can be reached by very
good roads, rail (742 km from Tehran, with connections
to the Europe and Moscow), and air from Tehran and
other major cities, Iranchamber reported.

The city has a long and turbulent history although the
early history of Tabriz is shrouded in legend and mys-
tery, the city’s origin is believed to date back to distant
antiquity, perhaps even before the Sassanian era (224-
651 A.D.). The oldest stone tablet with a reference to
Tabriz is that of Sargon the second, the Assyrian king.
The tablet refers to a place called Tauri Castle and
Tarmkis.

Citadel of Tabriz

Arg-e Tabriz (also called Masjid-e Alishah, Arg-e Al-
ishah) is the impressive remainder of a great and im-
posing monument in the city. The huge and crumbling
brick citadel is a notable landmark built in the early
14th century on the site of a massive mosque that col-
lapsed over 500 years ago, and which must have been
one of the largest ever constructed in the region.

Inside the citadel are two arches and markings that in-
dicate the location of the prayer niche. Alishah’s court
has been covered with ignoble buildings, the sanctuary
walls have been rebuilt and propped up, and it is hard
to believe that any part of this place was ever a mosque.

Constitution House

Constitution House is located next to Tabriz Bazaar on
Motahhari Ave. During the years that led to the Consti-
tutional Revolution and afterwards, the house was used
as the place where the leaders, activists and sympathiz-
ers of the movement gathered, including Sattar Khan,
Bager Khan, Seqatoleslam and Haji Mirza Aqa Farshi.

Blue Mosque

Masjid-e Kaboud (Blue Mosque), located in north
Tabriz, is a 15th-century structure that was partially
destroyed during an earthquake. The entrance portal,
with its two minarets, appears to have been connected
with the main prayer hall under the large cupola of the
mosque by means of a vaulted corridor. On both sides of
the corridor are remains of the chambers with vaulted
roofs. The walls of the mosque have marble slabs and
superb mosaic tiles. Some of the blue mosaics in the
mosque’s portal are heavily damaged.

El-Goli

Do not miss El-Goli (former Shah Goli), a pleasant hill-
side garden and park around an artificial lake spread
over 54,675 square meters.

El-Goli, only 4 km south of downstream Tabriz, is love-
ly and a popular weekend resort for the locals. A hill
in the eastern side of the park leads down to the pool
while a stream from top of the hill flows into the pool.
In the center of the pool is a grand hexagonal build-
ing. The pool itself is said to have been built during the
reign of Aq Qoyounlu kings. However, it was extended
by the Safavids.

The two-story building was constructed in 1868 by Haj
Vali Memar Tabrizi. It has numerous rooms and halls.
The most beautiful part of the house is a skylight and
a corridor decorated with colorful glasses and mirrors.

Churches

From the earliest days of Christianity, a sizable Arme-
nian community lived in Tabriz and the city boasts of
a number of churches, including one mentioned by
Marco Polo on his travels.

At present, Tabriz has six churches, the most important
of which are Saint Serkis Church, located in the Arme-
nian quarter of Tabriz, Baron Avak, which was renovat-
ed in 1845; probably the most interesting and the oldest
but substantially rebuilt Kilisa-ye Maryam-e Mogaddas
(St. Mary Church) which was completed in 1785, on the
corner of North Shariati Ave. and Jomhouri Ave; Able
Mary Church which was built in 1910 and is in the Miar
Miar district of Tabriz.
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Actor Kianian discusses relationship
between cinema and visual arts

Iranian actor Reza Kianian, artist
Parviz Kalantari, and a group of art-
ists have reviewed the influence of
visual arts on cinema and the econo-
my of art during a session on Sunday
at Mellat Cinema Complex in Tehran.
Kianian said, “Cinema is related to
visual arts and if an actor has infor-
mation about visual arts and knows
composition well, he or she can rec-
ognize how to pose for the camera
and how to act in front of it.”
Kianian is keen on photography, too.
He held his first solo exhibit entitled
“Photos of Loneliness” at the Niavar-
an Cultural Center in 2008. His wood
artworks also went on show at the
Iranian Artists Forum in 2007.

The actor next continued to talk
about cinema and its participation in
foreign festivals.

“The condition of Iran’s art is not nat-
ural. In past years, one could scarcely
find a festival in which no Iranian
entries were competing. Now, this
wave has subsided and most foreign
festivals are held without entry of
any Iranian films.

“Participation of Iranian films in for-
eign festivals was equal to thousands
of words written about Iran in the
foreign media, and those thousand
words were worth how many dol-
lars?!!! Our officials seem to be oblivi-
ous of this issue. In other countries,
officials dedicate a special budget to
the media to write about their coun-
tries while we were doing this free of
charge with our cinema.

“Today, submitting a film to a foreign
festival is a bad thing to do. It is also
true about artwork and international
expos and auctions. Our artists and
collectors attend these auctions se-
cretly, while the proper sale of Ira-
nian artwork draws the attention of
other countries to Iran and thousand

of words would be inscribed about art
of Iran,” he commented.

Parviz Kalantari also agreed that
Iranian paintings have been able
to attain international recognition

through auctions held in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE).

“Iran has no similarities to its neigh-
boring countries. In the field of cin-
ema, Iran’s cinema speaks first. And
the sales volume of visual arts at auc-
tions demonstrates that Iran possesses
greater potential in art as compared
to its neighbors,” Kalantari stated.
The session was brought to an end by
several short speeches delivered by
the participants.

A selection of artwork created by 87
contemporary Iranian artists includ-
ing Aidin Aghdashlu, Mohammad
Ehsaii, Reza Kianian and Parviz Ka-
lantari are on display until July 20 in
an exhibition called “Layers of Na-
ture” at the gallery in the Mellat Cin-
ema Complex.

Photo: Actor Reza Kianian (R) and
cameraman Mahmud Kalari (L) talk
together at the gallery of the Mellat
Cinema Complex in Tehran on July 4,
2010. (Fars/Hassan Musavi)

Sassanid fire temple
discovered in central Iran

Ruins of a fire temple dating back to
the Sassanid era have recently been
discovered during a series of archae-
ological excavations in the Vigol re-
gion near Kashan in central Iran.

The discovery was made during the
latest season of excavations, which
are being carried out by a team of
archaeologists led by Mohsen Javeri
and began in mid-June, the Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization announced in a press
release on Monday.

The cruciform temple has four en-
trances leading to the ruins of a fire-
place embellished with unique stuc-
co designs, Javeri said.

The team has also unearthed pieces
of ornate stucco work at the foot of

the fireplace, he added.

The fire temple floor has been cov-

ered with plaster. The walls of the
mud structure have been decorated
with plaster dado rails, above which
they have been painted with ocher
paint.

The archaeologists surmise that the
fire temple was used during the pe-
riod after the fall of the Sassanid Em-
pire due to the fact that the plaster on
the fire temple floor has been recov-
ered several times.

“This kind of the Sassanid religious
architecture has previously been
found in southern Iran, but this first
time such a structure with these
characteristics has been identified in
central Iran,” Javeri noted.

The fire temple is located in one of
the two Sassanid cities, which were
identified in the region in 2005.

Javery said that the cities, which are
almost intact, are buried under the
sands.

Upcoming studies on the cities could
shed light on the transition from the
Sassanid era to the Islamic period and
urbanism during the early Islamic
eras in the region, he stated.

The Vigol region is located at a dis-
tance of about seven kilometers
northeast of the city of Kashan in Is-
fahan Province.

Golden Pen Awards
winners announced

Iran’s Pen Association announced
the winners of the 7th Golden Pen
Awards in a ceremony here on Mon-
day night.

In the poetry section, “One Day, the
Pigeon” by Abbas Qorbani and “A
blossom-made Shawl” shared a Gold-
en Pen.

“The Commissioner” by Ali Moazeni
was honored in the fiction section,

but no entry was recognized for a
Golden Pen.

Mohhamad-Jafar Yahaqqi’s book on
Ferdowsi “From Paj to Razan Gate”
was honored in the research section,
but no entry was recognized for a
Golden Pen in this section.

Deputy Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance for Literary Fields
Yahya Talebian, Art Bureau Director
Mohsen Momeni, and Head of Iran’s
Pen Association Ali-Akbar Velayati
attended the event

To reach your
persian audience, talk to
“Persian Weekly” first!

New English version of “A City under
Siege” coming to Iranian bookstores

A New English version of “A City under
Siege” will be released by Sureh-Mehr,
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a publishing company affiliated with
Iran’s Art Bureau, in the near future.

A previous version of the book was
published by Mazda Publications in the

United States in April 2010.

Written by Habib Ahmadzadeh, the
collection of short stories on the 1980-
1988 Iran-Iraq war and its aftermath
has been translated into English by U.S.
scholar Paul Sprachman.

“Eagle Feather”, “The Airplane”, “An
Umbrella for the Director”, “Thirty-
Nine Plus One Prisoners”, “The Fleeing
of the Warrior”, “A Letter to the Fam-
ily Saad”, and “If There Were No Darya
Qoli” are among the short stories in the

book.

This is the second work by Ahmadza-
deh to appear in English translation.
The first was the novel “Chess with the
Doomsday Machine”.

Ahmadzadeh is a veteran of the Iran-
Iraq war. He has studied theater arts and
is an accomplished scenarist.
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Golestan Palace is best
location to install Amir

Iranian filmmaker to direct biopic on
French Orientalist De Fouchecour

Kabir statue: Seddiqi

Fereidun Seddiqi, the son of
deceased Iranian sculptor Abol-
hassan Seddiqi, asserts that Go-
lestan Palace, where Amir Kabir
once served as prime minister of
Iran, is the best place for the gi-
ant sculpture of Amirkabir.

The bronze sculpture of Mir-
za Taqi Kahan Farahani, best
known as Amir Kabir (1807-
1852), the prime minister of the
Qajar king Nasser ad-Din Shah,
was created by Abolhassan Sed-
diqi in Italy before the Islamic
Revolution and came home 32
years later.

The choice of location to install
the giant sculpture of Amir Ka-
bir has provoked controversy.

The officials at the Tehran Mu-
nicipality propose the Iranian
Artists Forum as the location, as
they believe more people would
have the opportunity to see the
sculpture, while Seddiqi’s son
has another opinion.

The former Association of Na-
tional Works (the present Ira-
nian Luminaries Association)
commissioned Seddiqi to make
the sculpture before the Is-
lamic Revolution, his son told
the Persian service of Fars. “My
father first made the huge art-
work in several small pieces at
a factory in Florence to be as-
sembled later, but he returned
to Iran during the revolution
and the sculpture was left there
with an undetermined fate,” he
added.

“The Association of National
Works was disbanded after the
revolution and the required
funding was not provided to the
factory owner who in return
kept the artwork for himself in
his factory all these years,” he
explained.

“It was several months ago
when Tehran Municipality’s
Statue Office director Mojtaba
Musavi made a trip to Italy to
pursue the case and found out
that the owner is dead and the
sculpture is still at the workshop
of the factory. Furthermore, the
owner’s son is not interested
in keeping the sculpture any
longer.

“The issue was pursued by Iran’s

embassy in Italy, and through
the efforts made by the Iranian
ambassador and Tehran Mayor
Mohammad-Bager Qalibaf, the
huge sculpture was returned to
Iran after 32 years,” he stated.

The sculpture is over 3 meters
high. The left hand of Amir Ka-
bir is laid on his chest holding
the verdict of his chancellor-
ship. The sculpture is packed
now and is currently kept at
Tehran’s Barg Gallery awaiting
the final decision. “Amir Kabir
was living northeast of the pal-
ace for a while as prime minis-
ter under Nasser ad-Din Shah,
so I believe Golestan Palace is
where the sculpture should go.”

He later warned of the dangers
his father’s other sculptures
are facing. “Tehran’s statues of
Ferdowsi and Khayyam are in
danger, facing serious damage
from exposure by remaining
outdoors”. Created by Abolhas-
san Seddiqi, Ferdowsi’s statue is
situated in Ferdowsi Square and
Khayyam’s statue is set up in
Tehran’s Laleh Park.

“Recently, a replica of Khay-
yam’s statue was made and
located at the (former) Einod-
doleh Mansion (Barg Gallery).
Now, a replica of Ferdowsi’s
statue is also being made to be
located at the gallery. I wonder
why the original works are not
being restored and the replicas
are being taken care of,” he con-
cluded.

Abolhassan Seddiqi was born
in 1894 in Tehran. He was in-
tensely interested in painting
and left school to study art in
Kamalolmolk’s school. Kam-
alolmolk was astonished upon
seeing Seddiqi’s first statues and
dedicated a workshop to him in
his school.

Seddiqi created many statues
of great Iranian luminaries and
also made some great artwork
during his time in Italy. In 1991,
the Iranian National Commis-
sion for UNESCO decided to
take photos of Seddiqi’s statues
and published a book on his
creations three years later.

Seddiqi passed away in 1995;
one year after his book was pub-
lished.

Iranian director Mohammad-Ali Farsi plans

to make a documentary on French Orientalist
and Hafez expert Charles-Henri de Fouche-
cour.

“Shooting is scheduled to begin in Septem-
ber,” Farsi said in a press release published on
Tuesday by Iran’s Documentary and Experi-
mental Film Center (DEFC), the producer of
the film.

The preproduction process has begun as a
team is currently conducting research for the
film project, he added.

Farsi said that De Fouchecour is slated to
travel to Iran in November to appear in
scenes that are to be taken in Iran.

The documentary is part 2 of a trilogy enti-
tled “Majnun”. Part 1 of the trilogy, which is
about English writer Edward FitzGerald who
best known as the poet of the first and most

famous English translation of the Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam, has previously been com-
pleted.

The last part of the trilogy will focus on Eng-
lish Orientalist R.A. Nicholson, translator of
Rumi’s works, Farsi said.

De Fouchecour is famous for his translation
of the Divan of Hafez.

He served as the director of the Iranology
Department of I'Institut Francais in Tehran
from 1975-1979.

From 1972 to 1985, he also held the chair of
Persian at the Institut National des Langues
et Civilisations Orientales in Paris.

From 1985 to 1993, he was a professor at the
New Sorbonne University and director of its
Institut d’Etudes Iraniennes. He is now pro-
fessor emeritus at this university.

His work in the field of classical Persian lit-
erature is vast. He was the founder and direc-
tor of Abstracta Iranica, a bibliographical and
critical review of Iranian studies.

He has published about 50 articles on Persian
literature.

Collaborating with the Cultural Section of
the French Embassy in Tehran, the Iran Na-
tional Library and Archives commemorated
De Fouchecour during a special ceremony in
May 2007.

In June 2007, he also received an award from
the Mahmud Afshar Yazdi Foundation for
his lifetime research and activities on Persian
language and literature.

Photo: Charles-Henri de Fouchecour delivers
a speech during a ceremony held in Tehran
on June 23, 2007 to honor the French Orien-
talist with the literary award of the Mahmud
Afshar Yazdi Foundation. (Mehr/Mohsen
Sajjadi)

Catalans get a chance to read
Khayyam quatrains

A selection of quatrains from the Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam was published

poet in the West and introduced the Persian
poet as an astronomer, math-

in Catalan for the first time in
Spain.

: oY

Alex Queralté Bartrés trans-
lated 157 quartets by the il-
lustrious Iranian poet Khay-
yam (1048-1131 CE) from the
original Persian.

The bilingual book recently
released by Adesiara publica-
tions provides the original po-
ems in Persian as well as the
Catalan translation.

In the book’s preface, he called
Khayyam the most widely renowned Persian

OMHMAR KHAYYAM

ematician and physician.

Lhuairtetes
toee e Catalan is a Romance lan-
guage, the national and only
official language of Andorra,
and a co-official language
in the Spanish autonomous
communities of Catalonia, the
Balearic Islands and Valen-
cian Community, where it is
known as Valencia (Valen-
cian), as well as in the city of
Alghero on the Italian island
of Sardinia.
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Iran girls’ soccer team may
miss Singapore event

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran may not send

its girls’ soccer team to the Youth
Olympics in Singapore next month
because of a dispute over the players’
Islamic attire, Iranian media reported
on Thursday.

The deputy head of Iran’s physical
education department, Marzieh Ak-
barabadi, was quoted by newspapers,
including Khabar Varzeshi, or Sport
News, as saying the newly designed
dress was “inappropriate.”

She said the outfit isn’t what was
agreed on and Iran doesn’t “need
to send its team to Singapore at any
cost.”

The outfit was supposed to be a com-
promise with soccer governing body
FIFA, which has banned traditional
hijab headscarves — which protect
the modesty of Islamic girls and wom-
en — in 2007 for safety reasons and
to prevent political or religious state-
ments on the field.

The new Iranian outfit consists of a
cap similar to what swimmers wear,
long-sleeved thick tops, below-knee
trousers and long stockings. The new
white dress has red-and-green details
in Iranian flag colors, and was created

by Iranian designers.

It was unveiled during a practice ses-
sion on Wednesday, which Akbara-
badi, who is in charge of all women’s
sports in Iran, left in protest.

Iran is due to play in the six-nation
soccer tournament in Singapore.
About 3,600 athletes, ages 14-18, will
compete Aug. 12-25 in 26 sports at
the inaugural Youth Games.

FIFA demanded in April that Iran
swap the traditional headscarves for a
cap that covers the players’ hair, so it
could take part in Singapore.

Akbarabadi’s comments seemed to in-
dicate more an internal dispute with-
in Iran’s sports establishment than a
controversy with FIFA.

She also said only one Iranian design-
er could come up with an outfit that
was close to both FIFA standards and
Iran’s viewpoint. Under the country’s
strict Islamic regulations, women
should cover themselves head-to-toe,
although they are allowed to show
their faces. Akbarabadi said the Irani-
an soccer federation could not reach
an agreement with the particular de-
signer.

Reports also quoted the head of Iran’s
soccer federation, Ali Kaffashian, de-
fending the new outfit. According to
him, it complied with “FIFA standard”
and had been approved by the Iranian
physical education department.

He said it would have been possible
to tweak the design had Akbarabadi
made her stance known before. Ak-
barabadi said she had seen the outfit
for the first time Wednesday.

The report also said the Iranian fed-
eration will pursue a final version of
the girls’ team attire in the coming
days — indicating that an agreement
may still be reached.

Iran douses fire at
Naftshahr oil well

After 39 days of heavy operations, Irani-
an riggers have succeeded in putting out
the massive blaze caused by an oil well
explosion in Naftshahr.

Teams from the National Iranian Drill-
ing Company (NIDC) specialized in ex-
tinguishing petroleum-based fires man-
aged to control the blaze at Naftshahr oil
well in the Iranian province of Kerman-
shah on Tuesday, IRNA reported.

A gas leak at the Naftshahr oil well was
the cause of the massive blast on May 29
in which three people working at the site
were killed and 12 others injured.

According to NIDC managing director
Heydar Bahmani, experts believe that
it should have taken some six months
to extinguish an oil well blaze similar to
Naftshahr.

Meanwhile, chairman of Iran’s Central
Oil Fields Company, Mehdi Fakour, said,

“The gas leak has decreased in the area
during the past two or three days.”

Fakour further expressed Iran’s readiness
to “export capability and technical and
engineering know-how to the U.S. and
western Europe to deal with the oil spill
in the Gulf of Mexico.”

Head of Parliament’s (Majlis) National
Security and Foreign Policy Commis-
sion, Alaeddin Boroujerdi, said in June
that Iran was ready to employ its exper-
tise in containing oil spills to put an end
to the “environmental catastrophe” in
the Gulf of Mexico.

“Despite the aggressive U.S. stance to-
ward the Iranian nation, Iran is ready to
help put an end to the spill because of
the severity of the environmental catas-
trophe,” Boroujerdi said.

Caption: The site of an oil well blast in
Iran’s western province of Kermanshah

Iran allocates $29.4
billion for South Pars
development plan

The Iranian president’s special repre-
sentatives for oil affairs has announced
that the government has allocated
$29.48 billion of the National Iranian
Oil Company’s revenues for the South
Pars gas field development plan.

The funds are to be invested in phases
13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, and 24 of the
South Pars gas field.

The plan for these phases is to be im-
plemented over a period of 35 months.

The South Pars field is a gas conden-
sate field located in the Persian Gulf.
It is the world’s largest gas field and is
shared by Iran and Qatar. According
to the International Energy Agency,
the field holds an estimated 50.97 tril-
lion cubic meters (1800 trillion cubic
feet) of in-situ gas and some 50 billion
barrels of condensates.

Iran has the world’s second-largest re-
serves of natural gas and third-largest
reserves of oil.

Iran, Turkey to build power plants

Turkey and Iran agreed to jointly construct some thermal and hydroelectric power
plants with the total capacity of generating 6,000 MW and 10,000 MW, respectively.
The Turkish side will finance the projects, IRNA reported on Wednesday.

The details of how many plants would be built in each country are not yet finalized.
Energy importer Turkey has been consolidating energy ties with Iran in recent months.

Ankara has signed a preliminary deal to use Iran as a transit route for Turkmen gas and
to develop Iran’s South Pars gas field in order to take gas to Europe, Fars News Agency
reported
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E.U. Foreign Chief
Hopes for Iran Talks

Iran’s chief nuclear negotiator has
suggested in a letter to the Europe-
an Union’s foreign affairs chief that
talks could be held as soon as Sep-
tember on issues including Tehran’s
nuclear programme

The proposal is the first clear in-
dication that Tehran is willing to
engage with world powers on its
atomic programme since the United
Nations imposed more sanctions on
Iran last month, a move designed to
stall Iranian uranium enrichment.

In the July 6 letter, a copy of which
was obtained by Reuters, Saeed Jal-
ili asked Catherine Ashton for reas-
surances on three issues before any
talks are held.

These were that talks should aim
to “engage and cooperate”, should
be “committed to the rationale of
dialogue”, and that Ashton should
state her “position on the nuclear
weapons of the Zionist Regime” -- a
reference to Israel, which does not
confirm or deny that it has nuclear
weapons.

“Your response to this context could
set the ground for our talks starting
September 2010 in the presence of
other interested countries, in order
to remove common global concerns
for the purpose of achieving peace,
justice and prosperity,” Jalili wrote.
The letter was received on the same
day that a senior Iranian govern-
ment official acknowledged that
sanctions imposed by the United
Nations, the United States and the
EU in the past month could slow
progress on Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme.

“We cannot say the sanctions have
no effect,” Ali Akbar Salehi, the
head of Iran’s atomic energy agen-
cy, was quoted as saying by Iran’s
ISNA news agency.

RESUMPTION OF TALKS?

Ashton, who is acting as a liaison
for the United States, Russia, China,
Britain, France and Germany -- the
main nuclear negotiators, often re-
ferred to as the EU3+3 -- has not
said how she plans to respond to
the letter.

Tehran has in the past held out the
possibility of talks only to hesitate
or pull back, while still pursuing
uranium enrichment.

The West believes Iran aims to pro-
duce nuclear weapons. Iran says its
programme is solely for peaceful
purposes, including domestic en-
ergy production.

The EU3+3 have spent the past
year employing what they refer to
as a dual-track approach with Iran,
threatening tighter sanctions while
leaving the door open to negotia-
tions.

Tehran last held nuclear talks with
the EU3+3 in Geneva in October
2009, but the discussions led no-
where. The six world powers later
began moves towards imposing a
fourth round of sanctions on Iran.
Tehran has also made efforts to en-
gage with other countries, includ-
ing reaching a nuclear-fuel-swap
deal with Turkey and Brazil in May.
Jalili’s reference to “other interested
countries” appears to refer to them.
“The presence of other govern-
ments with likewise aspiration in
these talks could help make these
constructive dialogues more tangi-
ble,” he wrote, without mentioning
the governments by name.

It is not certain that the EU3+3
would be willing to include the
likes of Turkey or Brazil in any ne-
gotiations.

( Source: Reuters)

Bushehr plant
in last stage of
testing

The equipment of the Bushehr nuclear power

plant is in the last stage of testing and the plant
will come on stream by the end of September,
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran Director
Ali Akbar Salehi announced on Wednesday.
“Today we completed one of the most im-
portant and last tests of the nuclear plant, the
Warm Water Test, before its start-up,” Salehi
told managers and staff of the Bushehr nucle-
ar power plant.

The Warm Water Test was started on April 8,
coinciding with Iran’s National Nuclear Tech-
nology Day, which is the day the country cel-
ebrates its latest scientific achievements.

The ground is paved for the inauguration of
the reactor, he noted.

Salehi added that the Bushehr power plant is a
symbol of the multifaceted and robust cooper-
ation between Iran and Russia and expressed
hope that the two countries would increase
their technical and industrial cooperation.

Moscow agreed to build the Bushehr nuclear
power plant in 1995 and the project was sup-
posed to be completed in July 1999, but the
start-up of the reactor has been postponed
several times.

Russia denies the allegations that the delays
in the start-up of the plant were politically
motivated

Iran opposition leader
criticizes Ahmadinejad

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s opposition leader has
criticized President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad over his dismissal of new U.N. sanctions
against Iran, calling such an attitude a “trea-
son to the Iranian nation.”

Mir Hossein Mousavi said in an article posted
on his website Kaleme late Wednesday that
it’s wrong to “want to relieve the minds of the
people with witticism.”

He is apparently referring to Ahmadinejad’s
description of the U.N. sanctions as “annoy-
ing flies” and a “used tissue.” Mousavi did not
directly mention Ahmadinejad or the presi-
dent’s remarks on the sanctions.

The United Nations in early June slapped
a fourth round of sanctions on Tehran. The
West accuses Iran of seeking to develop atom-
ic weapons, a charge that Iran denies.



-

& Travel &Tours LTD

- 1—»- IKEe

Turkish
Airlies
Tehran
fr £349

Return

including all tax
& charges

Charter
F@f
Baghdad
fr £565

Return

including all tax
& charges

lran
} Air

Shiraz
fr £383

Return
including all tax
& churges

i

B including all tax S

Cheapest flights
to the middle east

bmi
Direct

Tehran
fr £353

Return

including all tax
& charges

Qatar
Airways

Tehran
fr £347

Return

including all tax
& charges _4

lran
Air :
: quf
TeDI'llr:'c::l n e
! Dubai

Return
Return

including all tax
& charges -

mcg.‘ldéngr-:éléstaxj
Call us nov«’or book online

www.YouShouldTravel.com

0207 724 8455

Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am till 6.00pm

bmi
From
Manchester

Tehran
fr £355

Return

Business
Class

Tehran
fr £1437

Return

B mcludlng all tax 4
= charges _a&
-

Business
Class

From
Manchester

Tehran
fr £1305

Return

including all tax
. & charges E =1
=7 el

Y & churgF_.-5 p

IKB Travel & Tours, 230 Edgware Rnad Lnndnn W‘E IDW All Pr:ces P — sublect to availability and change.

:




EKLY

No. 155, Friday 9 July 2010

E.U. FOREIGN CHIEF

HOPES FOR IRAN TALKS

Iran’s chief nuclear negotiator has suggested in a letter to the European Union’s for-
eign affairs chief that talks could be held as soon as September on issues including
Tehran’s nuclear programme

The proposal is the first clear indication that Tehran is willing to engage with world
powers on its atomic programme since the United Nations imposed more sanctions on
Iran last month, a move designed to stall Iranian uranium enrichment.

In the July 6 letter, a copy of which was obtained by Reuters, Saeed Jalili asked Cath-
erine Ashton for reassurances on three issues before any talks are held.

These were that talks should aim to “engage and cooperate”, should be “committed to
the rationale of dialogue”, and that Ashton should state her “position on the nuclear
weapons of the Zionist Regime” -- a reference to Israel, which does not confirm or
deny that it has nuclear weapons.

“Your response to this context could set the ground for our talks starting September
2010 in the presence of other interested countries, in order to remove common global
concerns for the purpose of achieving peace, justice and prosperity,” Jalili wrote.

The letter was received on the same day that a senior Iranian government official ac-
knowledged that sanctions imposed by the Unit >page 4

The historical bazaar of Tabriz
in East Azarbaijan province was
registered on UNESCO’ ris

Iran girls’ soccer team may miss Singapore event
TEHRAN, Iran — Iran may not send its girls’ soccer team to the Youth Olympics in
Singapore next month because of a dispute over the players’ Islamic attire, [ranian media
reported on Thursday.> page 4

Sassanid fire temple discovered in central Iran

Ruins of a fire temple dating back to the Sassanid era have recently been discovered
during a series of archaeological excavations in the Vigol region near Kashan in cen-
tral Iran. The discovery was made during the latest season of excavations, >page 7

Iran to participate in Sitting Volleyball
World Championships

Iran will take part in the 2010 Sitting Volleyball World Championships which will be
held in Edmond, Oklahoma, U.S.A. from July 11 to 18.

The five-time Paralympics gold medalist has been drawn in Pool B along with Iraq,
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Serbia and Kenya. >Page 9

Bushehr plant in last stage
of testing

The equipment of the Bushehr nuclear power plant is in the last stage of
testing and the plant will come on stream by the end of September, Atom-
ic Energy Organization of Iran Director Ali Akbar Salehi announced on
Wednesday.

“Today we completed one of the most important and last tests of the nu-
clear plant, the Warm Water Test, before its start-up,” Salehi told manag-
ers and staff of the Bushehr nuclear power plant.

The Warm Water Test was started on April 8, coinciding with Iran’s Na-
tional Nuclear Technology Day, which is the day the country celebrates
its latest scientific achievements.

The ground is paved for the inauguration of the reactor, he noted.

Salehi added that the Bushehr power plant is a symbol of the multifaceted
and robust cooperation between Iran and Russia and expressed hope that
the two countries would increase their technical and >page 3
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