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8 Accommuodation Road London
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[LLONDON

UK visa, student and immigration
Extension of UK visas

Canadian and Australian visas
Visa application forms

Statement of purpose

English language schools/colleges
Undergrad,Postgrad application
Phd application

UCAS Application

Portfolio and CV creation

Free Appointments
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Persepolis Tastes 1st IPL Win

In the first round of Iran’s Premier League (IPL),
Iran’s popular football club Persepolis sealed
a 1-0 victory against Teraktorsazi at Tehran’s
Azadi Stadium on Tuesday.

In the first half, the two sides failed to score a
goal. The home crowd went wild when Perse-
polis striker Gholamreza Rezaei netted the sole
goal of the game in the first minute of the sec-
ond half, Presstv reported.

“I joined Persepolis to score goals for the team,
that’s why scoring the goal in the first IPL game
was very important to me,” Rezaei said after
the game. Persepolis head coach, Ali Daei, ex-
pressed his happiness over the victory in the
very first IPL match.

“We did not perform very well in the first half.
Although we had some good chances, we didn’t
manage to score any goals,” Daei said.

“But we dominated the game in the second half
and we could have scored more goals.”

On the other side, Teraktorsazi’s Manager Faraz
Kamalvand said the game should have ended
in a draw. “I believe the two sides should have
drawn, because Persepolis didn’t have any
chances except for the goal it scored. We lost
several good chances,” Kamalvand said.
Sepahan Held in Tehran

Elsewhere, defending champion Sepahan was
held to a 1-1 draw against Rah-Ahan on the
same day.

Amin Motevasselzadeh from Rah-Ahan scored
in the 31st minute, but Reza Enayati equlized

five minutes into the second half.

In the other game of this round, Saipa beat Saba
1-0 and Malavan finished 1-1against Naft.

On Monday, the capital-based club Esteqglal de-

feated Shahrdari of Tabriz 3-2, while Steel Azin
beat Foulad of Khuzestan in Ahvaz.

U.S. wrestling team

arrives in Iran
- |

The U.S. six-member freestyle wrestling team
arrived Tuesday in Tehran to take part in the
Imam-Ali Habibi Cup.

The team traveled to Ghaemshahr, 237 km
north-east of the capital Tehran, where the
competitions will be held from July 31 to Au-
gust 1.

Coleman Scott (60 kg), Trent Paulson (74 kg),
Raymond Jordan (84kg), Pat Cummins (96 kg),
Tommy Rowlands and Tervel Dlagnev (both
120kg) are the American participants in the
event.

The team will be competing in the freestyle
wrestling tournament while diplomatic ten-
sions between the U.S. and Iran governments
have increased in the recent months over Iran’s
nuclear issue

Real Zaragoza want
Shojaei

PAMPLONA, Spanish Primera Division outfits Real
Zaragoza have set their eyes on Iranian offensive
allrounder Masoud Shojaei.

The versatile attacking player, who had joined Os-
asuna from UAE’s Al Sharjah two seasons ago, is not
wanted in Pamplona anylonger, as he would be the
fourth non-EU player for next season.

Shojaei has a contract until 2011 which includes a
3.5 million Euro buyout clause, however, Osasuna
would let him go without charging any transfer fee
as long as they would get Shojaei off their payroll.

The Iranian, who reportedly earns about 550.000
Euros per season, could also be loaned to Zaragoza,
who are looking for a player who can play in dif-
ferent offensive positions and doesn’t exceed their
self-imposed salary cap.

The club who had finished 14th in La Liga last sea-
son are therefore very eager to add Shojaei to their
squad, as he matches the demanded profile perfect-
ly. However, newspaper ‘El Periodico’ of Aragon
reports that beside Zaragoza also another Primera
Division club is chasing the 26-year-old Iranian in-
ternational.

Masoud Shojaei appeared in 69 games for Osasuna,
scoring five goals and assisting nine others.

(Source: Persianfootball)

Shadi Bags Iran
World Rowing Gold

Iranian rower Mohsen Shadi Naqadeh made history win-

-l‘"""---_;"r f -t
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ning his country’s rowing gold medal at the World Rowing
U-23 Championships in Racice, Czech Republic.

The talented Iranian came first in the Final B of Light-
weight Men’s Single Sculls after he crossed the line in six
minutes 59.17 seconds on Sunday, Presstv reported.
Brazilian rower Alison Silva collected the silver medal
(6:59.17), while Germany’s Linus Lichtschlag stood in the
third place (7:01.40).

Some 56 nations took part in the 2010 World Rowing Un-
der 23 Championships July 23-26.

The international rowing world is scheduled to gather
again in ten days for the World Rowing Junior Champi-
onships, which will be held in Brive-la-Gaillarde, France.
Shadi told ISNA, “The level of the competition was very
high but hopefully I was able to snatch the gold medal. For
grabbing the precious medal I trained hard.”

Shadi will be Iran’s representative in the 2010 Asian Games
which will be held in Guangzhou, China.

Referring to the continental event he added, “T will try
hard to get gold medal in Asian Games. I know it will be a
tough competition and have to be fully prepared.”

The 15-day event will be wrapped up on November 27.

Iranians win gold In
IPC World Powerlifting

Championships

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia — Iran’s Hamzeh Mohammadi
and Ali Nejatkhah claimed gold medals in the International
Paralympic Council (IPC) World Powerlifting Champion-
ships on Tuesday.

Mohammadi won the gold medal in the men’s 60 kg cat-
egory by lifting 197.5kg.

Nejatkhah seized the gold in the junior 60 kg category for
lifting 155kg. He was followed by Saeid Nasiri, also from
Iran, who won the silver medal when he lifted 150 kg.

A total of 484 athletes from 50 countries are taking part in
the IPC Championships which is underway at the Kuala
Lumpur Stadium in Titiwangsa, Malaysia.

Athletes in the event are preparing themselves for the Lon-
don 2012 Paralympic Games where powerlifting is includ-
ed as part of the Summer Games
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Exploring The Land
of Civilizations

If you're looking for opportunities to explore the glory
and splendor of a matchless and magnificent civiliza-

tion firsthand, the ancient land of Iran has much to of-
fer with its unparalleled beauties and wonderful antiq-
uities.

Although it might be the case that the mainstream me-
dia have deprived you of beholding the exquisiteness
of Iran by portraying a deceptive image of the country
as a part of their anti-Iran propaganda project, you can
personally search to discover in Iran what is practically
impossible to find in the rest of the world, Presstv re-
ported.

The western state-run corporate media are trying their
best to convince you that Iran is not a safe and secure
place to visit. It’s the essence of their black propaganda
directed against Iran discriminatorily. However, if you
once made the courageous decision to visit the cradle
of Mesopotamian civilization, you’ll finally come to the
conclusion that Iran is absolutely different from what
you’ve been told. The first experience of visiting Iran is
enough to persuade you that this ancient land is worth
visiting tens of times.

From hundreds of monuments, historical buildings, an-
cient sites, complexes and cities located across Iran, let’s
stop by the most popular three out of ten places that are
registered on UNESCO’s List of World Heritage Sites.
World Heritage Sites are considered to be of special cul-
tural or physical significance, and should be vigilantly
protected by the international community and the
country where they’re situated in. As of 2009, 890 sites
were listed by the UNESCO globally.

Should you decide to visit Iran, you're highly recom-
mended to take into account the following three World
Heritage Sites, which constitute the most valuable lega-
cy of Iran’s 7,500-year-old civilization.

1. Persepolis:

I don’t know of any foreign tourist, including my non-
Iranian friends, who has concluded his trip to Iran
without visiting Persepolis. It is the heart of Iran’s an-

By Kourosh Ziabari

cient civilization and the pure manifestation of Persian

glory.

Persepolis was the ceremonial capital of Achaemenid
dynasty. The early remnants of Persepolis date back to
515 BCE.

T

According to French archeologist and architect, André
Godard, who designed the National Museum of Iran,
Cyrus the Great first chose the site of Persepolis as his
capital. However, Darius the Great expanded its halls
and peripheral buildings consequently, ordering the
construction of Apadana Palace and the Council Hall as
the appendixes of the main structure.

Persepolis includes a number of enormous buildings
that exist on its terrace, including the Gate of All Na-
tions, the Throne Hall and the Tomb of King of Kings.
The facades, porticos, gates and walls of the Persepo-
lis are beautifully ornamented with oriental, Persian
sketches and bas reliefs that depict various scenes of the
ancient Persian lifestyle.

2. Nagsh-e Jahan Square

Also known as Imam Square, Nagsh-e Jahan Square is
one of the world’s largest squares, situated at the center
of Isfahan city. It is 160 meters wide by 508 meters long.

Several remarkable buildings with unique features that
render them outstanding historical constructions are
located at each corner of this square. One of the most
beautiful buildings in Nagsh-e Jahan Square is the Aali-
Qapu Palace. It was a ceremonial palace belonging to
the Safavid Dynasty that ruled Iran from 1501 to 1722.

Aali-Qapu Palace is 34 meters high with an area of
1,800 square meters, 6 stories and 53 rooms. It was used
as the royal fortress of Shah Abbas I.

The northern side of the square opens into the Grand
Bazaar of Isfahan which is one of the oldest bazaars of
the Middle East dating back to the 17th century. The
French jeweler and traveler, Jean-Baptiste Chardin, has
written about the Grand Bazaar of Isfahan extensively.
His ten-volume book “The Travels of Sir John Chardin”
is one of the remarkable scholarly books written about
the history of Ancient Persia.

3. Soltaniyeh
Soltaniyeh is a city located in Iran’s western province

of Zanjan. It boasts of Soltaniyeh Dome, which is the
world’s largest brick-made dome. It also retains the
record of being the world’s oldest double-shell dome.
In 2005, the Soltaniyeh Dome was registered on
UNESCO’s List of World Heritage Sites.

The building used to be the capital of Ilkhanid dynasty
in 14th century. The interior mosaics, faiences, murals
and frescos of the dome are superlatively beautiful and
attractive. They consist of Persian calligraphic elements
and ornamental components.

Godard has described the dome elaborately: “Definitely,
it is the most excellent instance of Mongolian architec-
ture and one of the best breakthroughs of Iran’s Islamic
architecture and perhaps the most attractive one tech-
nically.”

From the viewpoint of architectural importance and
historical significance, Soltaniyeh Dome is compared to
Italy’s Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore Cathedral.

Iran has seven other historical magnets registered on
the UNESCO list: Bisotoun Inscription in Kermanshah
province, Shoushtar Historical Hydraulic System and
Choghazanbil Ziggurat in Khuzestan province, Bam
and its Cultural Landscape in Kerman province, Pasar-
gad in Fars province, the Armenian Monastic Ensem-
bles in East Azerbaijan province and Takht-e Suleiman
in West Azerbaijan province.

According to the officials of Iran’s Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization, Iran’s 11th in-
ternational site will be registered on the UNESCO list
during the 34th session of the World Heritage Commit-
tee. The session, which opened on July 25, continues till
August 3 in Brasilia, Brazil.

The Grand Bazaar of Tabriz, which is reportedly the
largest covered construction of the world, is the 11th
site of Iran whose registration proposal was submitted
to the committee last year.

Your travel to Iran can give rise to a great deal of dy-
namism, attraction and interest, if you consider visiting
the international historical sites of the country as your
main agenda.

Aside from these sites, a number of little-known but
equally fascinating sites awaits the adventurous trave-
ler, if your visit is slated to be an impressive and unfor-
gettable exploration of the heart of Iran’s longstanding
and respectable civilization.
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Ancient underground city
unearthed in western Iran

An ancient underground city has
been discovered in southeast Hamed-
an Province.

The city is located near the village
of Arzanfud, 25 kilometers southeast
of the city of Hamedan, the Hamed-
an Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Department (HCHTHD)
announced on Saturday in a press re-
lease.

The city, which is comprised of 25
rooms connected to each other by
several corridors, had been dug un-
der a stone mound at a depth of 4 to
6 meters.

The structure is surmised to have
been used by habitants as a shelter
during wars.

The city’s original entrance has not
been found so far, but it is accessible
through an opening that has been
made by HCHTHD’s experts.

There are holes carved in the walls,
which had been made to hold early
light fixtures. A crib has also been
identified in the structure.

A number of stone rings and clasps
have also been discovered in the city.

According to initial studies, the city
likely dates back to the kingdom of
the Medes or the Parthian era.

No more details were mentioned
about the discovery.

service of MNA reported on Sunday.

channels.

Iranian cineastes making
shorts for WFP

A number of Iranian cineastes have been commissioned by the UN World Food
Program (WFP) to make short films on world health.

Rakhshan Bani-Etemad, Kamran Shirdel, Mehdi Naderi, Bayram Fazli, Turaj
Aslani, Rokhsareh Qaem-Maqami, and Mahnaz Mohammadi are the seven Iranian
filmmakers who are currently working on short films.

Kamran Shirdel is working on two projects about eradicating hunger in the world
and reducing the number of deaths among children.

Issues such as AIDS, mothers’ health, environmental sustainability, and educational
coequality are some of themes for the one-minute films being produced, the Persian

Bani-Etemad is working on mothers’ health, Mohammadi on education for all chil-
dren, Aslani on equality of man and woman, Qaem-Maqami on AIDS, Fazli on
environment and Naderi on international collaboration for development.

All the eight films will be submitted in one package to the UN Headquarters in
New York in September. The films are due to be aired on different international

Persian-Bosnian
dictionary released
in Bosnia

The Ibn Sina Research Institute in
Sarajevo recently released a Persian-
Bosnian dictionary, acting the role of
a bridge between the two nations.

The dictionary consists of 50,000
words, phrases and idioms plus a sim-
plified Persian grammar guide all con-
tained in 1,298 pages, deputy director
of the institute, Abolfazl Kaheh, told
the Persian service of IRNA.

“Bosnian students needed a Persian
language dictionary to help them
conduct their research, and the in-
stitute in collaboration with a team
supervised by Bosnian scholar Namir

Halilovi accomplished the project,”
Kaheh said.

“Interested students have the oppor-
tunity to study Persian language and
literature at the universities of Iran,
and at present, there are over 100
graduates living in Bosnia,” he said.

The book was published in Bosnia,
Kaheh said, adding, “And we needed
to ask permission of Iran’s Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance to
bring the book into the country.”

He added Ibn Sina Research Institute
is an independent organization that
receives no funding from the Iranian
government and derives its revenue
by translation and publication of
books.

The institute has published a versified
Bosnian translation of the Divan of
Hafez in 2009.

Scaffolds defacing historical

Iranian church

St. Thaddeus Church, an Iranian site
which was registered on the UNESCO’s

The Apostles Thaddeus and Bartholom-
ew traveled through Armenia in 45 CE

World Heritage List in 2008, has been
marred by scaffolds and metal buttress-
es.

The former Iranian government set
up the scaffolds and buttresses over 30
years ago to restore the ceiling and the
dome of the church, the Persian service
of CHN reported on Wednesday.

The restoration remained incomplete
after the victory of the Islamic Revolu-
tion in 1979 and so far nothing has been
done to remove the temporary supports.

Experts believe that the dome and ceil-
ing will collapse if the scaffolding and
buttresses are removed.

In addition, the growth of agrarian
plants in the gaps between the giant
stone blocks used in construction of the
ceiling and dome is threatening the site.

The St. Thaddeus Church, also known as
the Black Church (Qara Kelissa), is one
of Iran’s most interesting and notable
Christian monuments, located near the
Chalderan region in Maku, West Az-
erbaijan Province.

One of the 12 disciples, St. Thaddeus,
also known as St. Jude, (not to be con-
fused with Judas Iscariot), was mar-
tyred while spreading the Gospel. He
is revered as an apostle of the Armeni-
an Church. As legend has it, a church
dedicated to him was first built on the
present site in 68 CE.

Nothing remains of this original church,
which was extensively rebuilt in the
13th century, but some sections around
the altar may date back to the 10th cen-
tury. Most of the present structure dates
to the 17th century and is built with
carved sandstone. The oldest sections
are made of black and white stone.

to preach the word of God. Many peo-
ple were converted and numerous secret
Christian communities were established
there.

Around that time, Abgar died after
ruling for 38 years and the Armenian
kingdom was split into two parts. His
son Ananun crowned himself in Edes-
sa, while his nephew Sanatruk ruled in
Greater Armenia. About 66 CE, Ananun
gave the order to kill St. Thaddeus in
Edessa. The king’s daughter Sandokht,
who had converted to Christianity, was
martyred with Thaddeus. Her tomb is
located near the St. Thaddeus Church.

The church is surrounded by thick walls
which form the outer ramparts of some
abandoned monastery buildings.

A large part of the church was destroyed
during the Genghis Khan invasion.
However, Persian scientist Nasir ad-Din
Tusi, who was a scientific adviser of the
Mongols during the reign of Hulegu
Khan (c. 1217-1265), grandson of Geng-
his Khan, restored it.

Each year, Christians from all over the
world gather at the church on July 1
for their annual commemoration of the
martyrdom of St. Thaddeus.

On July 6, 2008, St. Thaddeus Church
and the Iranian churches of St. Stepha-
nus, and Dzordzor (Zorzor) were reg-
istered on UNESCO’s World Heritage
List.

Photo: Iranian Armenian youths walk
near Qara Kelissa (Black Church) during
an Armenian religious festival in Qara
Kelissa village in the Chaldoran valley,
northwest Iran, July 21, 2007. (AFP/
Getty Images)
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Iran’s Kamkars group
performed in London

Persian Weekly - The Barbican Center has held a Kurdish music
concert by the prominent Iranian Kamkars music ensemble in the
British capital of London.

The Kamkars presented intricate and beautiful arrangements of
traditional folk songs on July. 26, 2010 at Barbican Hall.

A Kurdish family of virtuosic vocalists and instrumentalists, the
Kamkars are among Iran’s leading musical ensembles which perform
traditional Kurdish and Persian music.

The Kamkars, an Iranian Kurdish family of seven brothers and a
sister, are undeniably one of the leading musical ensembles in Iran
today.

The group has performed numerous concerts throughout the world,
including their performance at the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize ceremo-
ny honoring Shirin Ebadi.

Group Members

°Hooshang Kamkar - (director and composer of the group)
°Bijan Kamkar - (lead singer and Tar, Rubab, Tombak, Dohol and
Daf player)
°Pashang Kamkar - (Santoor player)
°Ghashang Kamkar - (Setar player)
°Arjang Kamkar - (Tonbak player)
°Arsalan Kamkar - (Barbat, Oud and Violin player)
°Ardeshir Kamkar - (Kamancheh and Ghaychak player)
°Ardavan Kamkar - (Santoor player)
°Maryam Ebrahimpour - (vocalist)
oSaba Kamkar - (vocalist)
°Hanna Kamkar - (Daf)
°Neyriz Kamkar - (Tar player)
°Siawash Kamkar - (Composer)
°Omid Kamkar Lotfi - (Setar player)
Photo: Taha Golkar

Young Iranian playwrights invited to
Interplay Europe festival

Young Iranian dramatists have been invited
to the Interplay Europe -- Festival of Young
Playwrights, which will be held in Australia
in 2011.

The news was announced on Saturday by
theater scholar Farindokht Zahedi, who was
the only Iranian participating in the festival’s
latest edition that was held in Izmir from July
3to12.

During the festival, Zahedi analyzed seven
plays submitted to the gala by participants
from various countries, according to her
statements to the Persian service of the Mehr
News Agency.

In addition, she held workshops on classic,
modern and postmodern playwriting and
also delivered a lecture about the quality and
quantity of theatrical performances in Iran.
“The organizers have invited me and the
other Iranian dramatists to participate in the
2011 Interplay Europe that will take place in

Australia,” Zahedi stated.
Iranian playwrights can apply for participa-
tion on the festival’s website, she said.

Founded in Sydney in 1985, the Interplay Eu-
rope is an international organization for the
furtherance of young playwrights aged 18 to
26.

Interplay biennially organizes the world’s
largest festival of young playwrights, World
Interplay, at James Cook University in
Townsville, Australia.

Participants from all over the world discuss
their plays in small groups with experienced
international tutors.

Through workshops and small scale produc-
tions they have the opportunity to improve
their work.

Interplay also supports international youth
exchange and seeks to contribute to better
understanding among nations.

ECI asks Iran to allow visa-free
travel for ECO countries’ artists

ECO Cultural Institute (ECI) director Hoj-
jatollah Ayyubi has proposed to Iran’s For-
eign Ministry that it permit cultural figures
to enter or leave ECO countries without
requiring visas.

The proposal has been warmly received by
the Foreign Ministry Ayyubi said, adding,
“We hope we can help eliminate the bor-
ders for ECO countries’ cultural figures,”
the Persian service of MNA reported on
Tuesday.

Speaking at the session arranged Monday
for the 6th International Sand Sculpture
Festival, Ayyubi stressed expanding Iran’s
cultural relations with other countries.
The festival will take place in Babolsar,

Mazandaran Province from August 4 to 6.

“There is a rich history of relations be-
tween Iran and other countries. The glory
of the rich art, literature and science of
the Iranian nation are quite obvious in the
ECO countries. There is the necessity to
strengthen these cultural ties to bring the
regional nations closer to one another,” he
remarked.

He also talked about the potential of Ma-
zandaran in hosting ECO art and cultural
events, saying, “The province is a neighbor
to other Caspian Sea countries, and it pos-
sesses a rich culture and history plus high
potential for tourism and hosting interna-
tional events.”

We need your input if you
have a story to tell

Contact:

Persian Weekly

02084554203

news@persianweekly.co.uk

“Seven Minutes” to grace silver screens in U.S. and Canada

The bitter Iranian drama “Seven Minutes to Autumn” by Alireza Amini will find ways into theat-
ers in Canada and the United States over the next two weeks.

Starring Hedyeh Tehrani, Hamed Behdad, and Mohsen Tanabandeh, the movie heartlessly nar-
rates the tragedy of disloyalty and family scandal.

“The movie will be released in Canada and the United States with English subtitles,” producer
Jamal Sadatian told the Persian service of MNA.

“Seven Minutes to Autumn” was nominated in several categories for a Crystal Simorgh at the Fajr
Film Festival last year and had the potential to become a box office hit in Iran but insufficient
support squelched the opportunity, he declared.

“Amini’s ‘Seven Minutes’ is currently on stage in Iranian theaters. We expected the officials to
support the film screening but the IRIB (Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting) provided no sup-
port for releasing the teaser trailer,” he said.

Ticket sales were down in the capital city of Tehran earning only about $370,000. “We decided
to screen the movie during the 2010 World Cup despite that box office receipts were expected to
drop sharply in Iran during the month long football games,” said the producer.

“The movie screening still is continuing in several other cities and we hope to leave the stage with
good sales volume,” he said. Mohsen Tanabandeh took the Best Actor Crystal Simorgh award for
his role in “Seven Minutes to Autumn” at the 28th Fajr International Film Festival last year.
Photo: Hedyeh Tehrani in a scene from “Seven Minutes to Autumn”
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New EU sanctions against Iran
unacceptable: Russian FM

Amnesty: Lawyer in Iranian
stoning case missing

Amnesty International accused Iran
of harassing the lawyer of a woman
sentenced to death by stoning, saying
Wednesday that he has gone missing
and two of his relatives have been de-
tained.

A blog maintained by the lawyer,
Mohammad Mostafaei, helped gen-
erate a wave of international outrage
over the stoning sentence, with Brit-
ain and the United States calling for it
to be lifted.

Tehran said earlier this month that it
would not carry out the stoning sen-
tence against Sakineh Mohammadi
Ashtiani for the time being, but the
mother of two could still face execu-
tion by hanging for her conviction of
adultery and other offenses.

Mostafaei — an outspoken lawyer
who also has defended many juve-
nile offenders and political prisoners
— was summoned for questioning by
judicial officials at Tehran’s Evin pris-
on on Saturday, released after several
hours, then asked to return, Amnesty
said, adding it was not known if he
went back.

“Mostafaei’s whereabouts have been
unknown since shortly after he was
released from questioning by judicial
officials last Saturday,” the London-
based human rights group said.

It said Iranian authorities also had
detained the lawyer’s wife, Fereshteh
Halimi, and her brother, Farhad Hali-
mi, later that day in a possible attempt
to pressure Mostafaei to surrender if
he wasn’t already detained. “They re-
main held and have been denied ac-
cess to their lawyer,” according to the
statement.

Mostafaei did not respond to calls to
his cell phone, and family members
could not immediately be reached
for comment. Iranian authorities rou-
tinely refuse to discuss such issues.

The lawyer wrote on his blog after
his release Saturday that he had been
mainly questioned about his defense
of juvenile offenders. He also wrote
on his Facebook account: “It is pos-
sible they will arrest me,” according
to Amnesty.

He and a number of other lawyers
launched a campaign against the ex-
ecution of juveniles in 2008, demand-
ing that the punishment be abolished.

“Mohammad Mostafaei is a thorn in
the side of the Iranian authorities and
we fear that he is being persecuted
in an attempt to stop him carrying
out his professional activities as a de-
fense lawyer and in support of human
rights,” Amnesty official Malcolm
Smart said.

Human Rights Watch, another advo-
cacy group, has said Ashtiani was first
convicted in May 2006 of having an
“illicit relationship” with two men
following the death of her husband
— for which a court in Tabriz, in
northwestern Iran, sentenced her to
99 lashes. Later that year she was also
convicted of adultery, despite hav-
ing retracted a confession which she
claims was made under duress.

Stoning was widely imposed in the
years following the 1979 Islamic rev-
olution, and even though Iran’s judi-
ciary still regularly hands down such
sentences, they are often converted to
other punishments.

The last known stoning was carried
out in 2007, although the government
rarely confirms that such punish-
ments have been meted out.
Under Islamic rulings, a man is usu-
ally buried up to his waist, while a
woman is buried up to her chest with
her hands also buried. Those carrying
out the verdict then throw stones un-
til the condemned dies.

(Source AP)

Iran, Iraq start new
round of gas talks

High-ranking Iranian and Iraqi officials
started new round of gas talks in Baghdad
on Tuesday. Transferring Iran’s natural
gas to Iraqi power plants and transiting
Iranian gas to European countries via Iraq
are the main topics of the negotiations, the
Mehr News Agency reported.

Deputy Oil Minister Javad Owji said the
visiting Iranian delegation is at the mo-
ment involved in talks with the Iraqi side,
expressing Iran’s readiness for providing
the Western neighbor with natural gas.
“We have formed a joint working group

on gas transfer (to Iraq),” he told Mehr
News Agency on Wednesday.

“We envisage that Iran would be able to
supply Iraq with its required gas in the
next two years, in case the negotiations
were finalized,” Managing Director of the
National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC)
added. Meanwhile, Deputy Managing Di-
rector of NIGC Mostafa Kashkouli, said
last week that Iran is negotiating to pump
its gas to Iraq via two pipelines that cross
the border at Dehloran and Khorram-
shahr. Iran possesses the world’s second
largest gas reserves, which compose al-
most 16 percent of the world’s total. The
country is eager to expand its consumer
base for energy resources

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
issued a statement on Tuesday condemn-

ing the European Union’s decision to im-
pose unilateral sanctions on Iran.

The EU adopted new sets of sanctions on
Monday targeting Iran’s foreign trade,
banks and insurance companies, and en-
ergy sectors.

Lavrov said the EU sanctions on Iran
would hamper international efforts to
resolve the dispute over Iran’s nuclear
program, Reuters reported.

The use of sanctions outside the frame-
work of the United Nations Security
Council is unacceptable, he added.

Russia, which is one of the six major
powers negotiating with Tehran over the
nuclear issue, voted in favor of the June
9 UN Security Council resolution impos-
ing sanctions on Iran but has expressed
opposition to EU and U.S. unilateral
measures ever since.

The United States, China, France, Brit-
ain, and Germany are the other members
of the group, which is known as the 5+1

group.

At his weekly press briefing on Tuesday,
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman
Ramin Mehmanparast stated that the EU
sanctions recently imposed on Iran over
its nuclear program call the EU’s inde-
pendence into question.

The European Union, under the influ-
ence of the United States, is treading on a
wrong path, and by doing so has brought
its credibility and independence into
question, he said.

Mehmanparast stated that the new EU
sanctions would be ineffective and not-
ed that the new measures would hinder
efforts to resolve the nuclear standoff
through diplomacy and dialogue.

The EU measures will not diminish
Iran’s determination to press ahead with

its peaceful nuclear program, he added.

“The path of imposing sanctions is an
old, already tried, and counterproductive
path,” he added.

Majlis National Security and Foreign
Policy Committee Chairman Alaeddin
Boroujerdi also condemned the unilat-
eral EU sanctions on Iran.

The fact that the West repeatedly asks
Iran to enter into negotiations and then
simultaneously imposes sanctions on the
country is unacceptable, he said.

If the Western powers really seek to
engage in meaningful dialogue with
Tehran, they should first discard their
threadbare carrot and stick policy, he
added.

Boroujerdi noted that any attempts to es-
tablish dialogue should follow the usual
track, which goes through the United
Nations Security Council and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency.

The latest EU sanctions are a continu-
ation of similar unilateral measures the
U.S. Congress adopted against Iran on
June 24.

They encompass a ban on exports to Iran
of key equipment for the oil and gas in-
dustry and new restrictions on Iranian
banks’ operations in the EU, including
insurance deals, the BBC reported.

The new measures also target transfers of
equipment that could have military uses
and ban Iranian cargo flights to the EU.
They also authorize inspections of Ira-
nian ships.

Brazil, Turkey, and India have also con-
demned the EU’s decision to impose uni-
lateral sanctions on Iran.
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EU’s message to Iran:
Return to the table

European Union (EU) foreign min-
isters on Monday endorsed tougher
sanctions over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, including measures to block oil
and gas investment and curtail its re-
fining and natural gas capability.

Foreign ministers from the 27 EU
member states adopted a decision im-
plementing the measures contained
in UN Security Council Resolution
1929 as well as extra measures identi-
fied by EU heads of state and govern-
ment at their June summit.

EU’s restrictive measures, which
went beyond UN sanctions imposed
on June 10, followed a similar U.S.
move.

The decision provides a comprehen-
sive and robust package of sanctions
in the areas of trade, financial serv-
ices, energy, transport as well as ad-
ditional designations for visa ban and
asset freeze, in particular for Iranian
banks, the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps and the Islamic Republic
of Iran Shipping Lines.

Meanwhile, the EU foreign ministers
reaffirmed the longstanding commit-
ment to work for a diplomatic solu-
tion of the Iranian nuclear issue, call-
ing on Iran to seize this opportunity
to allay the concerns of the interna-
tional community and agree on a con-
crete date for talks.

British Foreign Secretary William
Hague said Britain has been in recent
weeks seeking an agreement in the
EU on a strong package of sanctions
implementing the UN Security Coun-
cil resolution. London also wanted a
message to Iran that it can not just
walk away from negotiations and ex-
pects no further pressure.

“And T hope Iran takes the message
from that that the European nations
are open to negotiation about the

nuclear program but if they do not
respond, we will intensify the pres-
sure,” Hague said.

Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt
said the Americans do not have much
room to tighten their sanction as they
have had sanctions since 1979.

“Now we (the EU) go some what be-
yond. That might have an effect,” he
told the press. “But without empha-
sizing and strengthening the diplo-
matic track, there is a risk of ending
up with a dead end, which can be
dangerous.”

Acting Belgian Foreign Affairs Min-
ister Steven Vanackere stressed that
the EU position is “very balanced,”
as it is a “dual-track” position. H “We
want to be able to encourage Iran to
come to the negotiation table, which
can be the solution for the problems.
At the same time, since it is a dual-
track, if dialogue is not possible sanc-
tions can be necessary and then they
have to be balanced,” he said.

“I think we came to an agreement on
a position which is quite balanced,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Iran has reportedly sub-
mitted a letter to the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on
resuming nuclear talks.

The letter, jointly provided by Iran’s
National Security Supreme Council
and Iran’s Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion, expresses Iran’s readiness to start
uranium swap talks, Iranian satellite
Press TV reported on Monday.

Earlier in the day, Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman Ramin Meh-
manparast said Iran is ready to start
the nuclear talks “without delay,” the
semi-official ISNA news agency re-
ported.

Iran preps for
war games

P

Iran will test some of its air force fighter jets in
night missions and use reconnaissance drones
for the first time in upcoming war games, of-
ficials said.

Iranian air force Lt. Cmdr. Mohamma Alavi
told the semiofficial Fars News Agency that
forces deployed at air bases in Tehran, Bush-
ehr, Isfahan and several other cities were to
take part in war games during a 7-day period
starting Saturday.

“The drills will for the first time include over-
night bombing exercises by F-4 Phantom
fighter jets and Sukhoi 24,” the commander
said.

Plans include the first test flight of Iranian re-
connaissance drones, he added. More than 40
types of military aircraft are expected to take
part in the drills.

In early July, Iranian pilots tested a renovated
MiG-29 at an airbase in the northwestern Ira-
nian city of Tabriz where it sat idled for sev-
eral years.

Alavi said pilots would conduct night bomb-
ing raids during the weeklong drill and unveil
a new series of air-to-surface weapons.

The Iranian military during war games
launched off the southern coast of Iran in May
tested two medium-range cruise missiles.

China prefers “dialogue” over Iran’s

nuclear activities

Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi has called for an end to the existing
tensions over Iran’s peaceful nuclear activities through negotiations, Leba-

non’s Al-Manar TV reported.

Jiechi stated that his country calls for a Middle East free of nukes and is

trying to persuade Israel in this regard.

On the other hand, Austria’s foreign ministry spokesman commented on
Austrian foreign minister’s meeting with his Chinese counterpart, saying
the U.S. and South Korea military maneuvers are not fruitful due to the
existing tensions in the region. Austrian foreign ministry spokesman added
that the existence of nuclear weapons in the Korean Peninsula causes re-

gional instability.

On July 25, 2010, Chinese foreign minister held talks with his Austrian
counterpart, Michael Spindelegger in the Austrian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs. The two foreign ministers had exchanged views on the Iranian nu-
clear issue, the situation on the Korean Peninsula and other issues

Tehran Stock Exchange
ranks 2nd in WFE rankings

The World Federation of Exchanges (WFE)
ranked Tehran Stock Exchange second in its
most latest rankings based on bourse index
and trade volume among WFE members.
Tehran Stock Exchange bourse index from
June 2009 to 2010 grew 55 percent and the
current value of it went up to about 33 per-
cent and hit over $71 billion, ranking 15th in
the world top stock exchanges.

TSE trade volume increased 248 percent in
one year and soared up to $8.8 billion.

In the WFE standings Colombo, Sri Lanka
stood first and Turkey, Indonesia and Argen-
tina were third to fifth, respectively.

The Paris-based World Federation of Ex-
changes is one of the largest trade organiza-
tions in the financial services industry, with
more than 50 exchange members from across
the securities and futures industry represent-
ing the vast majority of exchange-traded
business.

In addition, another 48 affiliate exchanges
from developing countries are part of WFE.
The federation acts as a discussion and policy
forum - focused at its annual general assem-
bly - for issues including self regulation, en-
forcement, trading halts and securities busi-
ness conduct




B “ Travel &Tours LTD to the middle east

‘ﬁ_’KB Cheapest flights

bmi
Direct

= Tehran
Tehran fr £388 T

fr £429 B P
including all tax Te h I'Cl n

Return & charges
fr £447

including all tax
& charges Return

Turkish
Airlines

including all tax

I ran & charges
%

Air
Charter : © Gulf
Direct . Air

e Teh
Baghdad g Dubai
fr £565 Return frﬂii"l‘:i

Return : .
including all tax
including all tax

inci;d;;grg!;ux chqrges" & charges _4
Call us nov«’or book online

www.YouShouldTravel.com

0207 724 8455

S hiraz Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am till 6.00pm
fr £383 T

Return %
From Business

y including all tax 4
&chgrge;‘} Manchester Business Class
- Class
From Tehrﬂn
Manchester fl’ £1412 ‘

Return
& including all tax 4 1 Te h ran - Return
- G “\ fr £I 305 B including all tax

e, &% charge: _g8 \
- " Return . & charges _d

o
% including all tax P :




EKLY

No. 158, Friday 30 July 2010

PERSIAN. =
.n ~0 Al
B e

www.persianweekly.co.uk - At the news agency £1.00

U'S MESSAGE TO IRAN:
RETURN TO THE TABLE

European Union (EU) foreign ministers on Monday en-
dorsed tougher sanctions over Iran’s nuclear program, in-
cluding measures to block oil and gas investment and cur-
tail its refining and natural gas capability.

Foreign ministers from the 27 EU member states adopted a
decision implementing the measures contained in UN Se-
curity Council Resolution 1929 as well as extra measures
identified by EU heads of state and government at their
June summit.

EU’s restrictive measures, which went beyond UN sanc-
tions imposed on June 10, followed a similar U.S. move.

The decision provides a comprehensive and robust pack-
age of sanctions in the areas of trade, financial services,
energy, transport as well as additional designations for visa
ban and asset freeze, in particular for Iranian banks, the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and the Page 3

Iran preps for war games

Iran will test some of its air force fighter jets in night
missions and use reconnaissance drones for the first
time in upcoming war games, officials said.

Iranian air force Lt. Cmdr. Mohamma Alavi told the

semiofficial Page 3 Iran’s Kamkars group performed in London

. H : Persian Weekly - The Barbican Center has held a Kurdish music concert by the prominent Iranian Kamkars music
Am n_eSty' Law_ye[‘ in Iranian ensemble in the British capital of London. The Kamkars presented intricate and beautiful arrangements of tradi-
Stonlng case missing tional folk songs on July. 26, 2010 at Barbican Hall. Page 6

Amnesty International accused Iran of harassing the H H H
lawyer of a woman sentenced to death by stoning, AnCIe nt ] n d e rg rou n d Clty u nea rth ed in
saying Wednesday that he has gone missing and two

of his relatives have been detained. Page 4 We5te rn I ra n Page 7
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