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Celebration Over
Registration Of Sites

A ceremony will be held soon to celebrate the global
registration of Iranian sites.
Announcing this, Masoud Alavian-Sadr, the deputy

"

head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Organization for preservation of historical
sites, told Fars News Agency that the ceremony will
be held by the end of the holy month of Ramadan
(Sept. 9).

Two Iranian historical sites, namely the historical
Tabriz Bazaar in East Azarbaijan province and the
Mausoleum of Sheikh Safieddin in Ardebil prov-
ince, were added to UNESCO’s World Heritage List.
The decision was taken during the 34th session of
UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee in Brasilia on
Saturday.

Sites in Saudi Arabia, Australia, India, the Marshall
Islands and South Korea were also added to the list
at the session.

Sheikh Safieddin Mausoleum

Sheikh Safieddin Monastery and its Shrine Ensemble
in Ardebil were built between the beginning of the
16th century and the end of the 18th century.

It is a place of spiritual retreat in the Sufi tradition.
Iranian traditional architecture is at its best here and
catches the visitors’ eyes.

The architecture maximizes the use of space to ac-
commodate a variety of functions, including a li-
brary, mosque, school, mausoleum, cistern, hospital,
bakery and administrative quarters.

Tabriz Bazaar

Tabriz Bazaar has been a place of cultural exchange
since antiquity and dates backs to at least 9 centuries.
The historical bazaar complex, the largest roofed
structure in the world, is one of the most important
commercial centers on the Silk Road. It consists of
a series of interconnected, covered, brick structures,
buildings and enclosed spaces.

“The historical bazaar has been recently insured
against fire,” said Shahram Amiri, the head of Tabriz

City Council.

“The site’s registration on the World Heritage List
will benefit the residents of Tabriz since more tour-
ists are expected to visit the city as of now.”

Amiri noted that the businessmen and shop-owners
of the bazaar have become more informed about its
importance, adding that they are now more inter-
ested in safeguarding the site.

Habib Bashiri-Azar, a member of Tabriz City Coun-
cil, said the global registration of the site will help
promote tourism.

“Tabriz Bazaar is a historical document showing the
antiquity of our country,” he said.

Torab Mohammadi, the head of Tabriz Cultural Her-
itage, Handicrafts and Tourism Department, said
that the bazaar’s registration on the global list will
attract more foreign tourists to the city.

“The names of world heritage sites are available on
the international tourism website,” he said, pointing
out that many foreign tourists select their destina-
tions via this site.

Iranian Sites on UNESCO’s List
1. Choghazanbil, Khuzestan province, 1979
2. Persepolis, Fars province, 1979

3. Nagsh-e Jahan Square, Isfahan province, 1979

4. Takht-e Soleiman, West Azarbaijan province, 2003
5. Pasargad, Fars province, 2004

6. Bam and its Cultural Landscape, Kerman province,
2004

7. Soltanieh Dome, Zanjan province, 2005

8. Bisotoun, Kermanshah province, 2006

9. Historical churches of St. Thaddeus and St.
Stepanous, West Azarbaijan province, and Dzordzor
(Zorzor), East Azarbaijan province, 2008

10. Shoushtar’s ancient water system, Khuzestan
province, 2009

11. Mausoleum of Sheikh Safieddin Ardebili, Ardebil
province, 2010

12. Tabriz Bazaar, East Azarbaijan province, 2010.

Japan Will Help
Organize Anzali
Wetland

Japan is to assist Iran in organizing Anzali Wetland in
Gilan province

Speaking with Gilan Governor General Rouhollah
Qahremani Chabok during his visit to Rasht, Japan’s
Ambassador to Iran Akio Shirota said close ties be-
tween Iran and Japan have reached a level where we,
as representatives of the Japanese people and gov-
ernment, want to contribute to the Anzali Wetland
project, the Persian daily Iran wrote.

He appreciated the firm determination of Gilan’s of-
ficials in preserving Anzali Wetland.

The Japanese diplomat noted that this Caspian prov-
ince has huge potentials, particularly in terms of nat-
ural and environmental factors, which can be consid-
ered as special advantages.

“However, the province is facing difficulties in terms
of development,” he said.

Shirota noted that Japan has good experience in
boosting the economy, preserving the environment
and handling problems such as pollution, adding that
Tokyo can transfer its know-how to Gilan province.
Gilan Governor General Rouhollah Qahremani said
the Japanese proposal to assist Iran in organizing An-
zali Wetland is a valuable measure.

He appreciated the humanitarian aid offered by the
Japanese government during the Roudbar earthquake
in 1990.

“Since Japan is surrounded by seas, the Japanese peo-
ple have good experience in related fields,” he said.
Qahremani pointed out that the Iranian government
has allocated 900 billion rials ($90 million) for organ-
izing Anzali Wetland, of which 75 billion rials have
been spent on the project.

Anzali Wetland is a beautiful wetland located on the
southern coast of Caspian Sea in Iran. The internation-
ally known wetland was registered as a Ramsar site
in June 1975. However, the quality of the wetland’s
water is deteriorating due to the inflow of wastewater
from surrounding cities and pollution from farming.
In order to restore the environmental conditions of
the wetland, the governments of Japan and Iran de-
cided to carry out a joint study with technical assist-
ance from Japan. It will be funded by the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency.

Isfahan to Become Arts,
Handicrafts Hub

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO) has launched efforts
for registering Isfahan as the capital of Iranian arts
and handicrafts.

Hamid Baqaei, the head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization (ICHHTO),
also told reporters on Monday that the transfer of
Handicrafts Department to Isfahan was a correct
move made by the incumbent government, CHTN
reported. “When the Handicrafts Department was
stationed in Tehran, it was not possible to establish
links with artists active in the handicraft sector and
we worked to remove this obstacle,” he said.

“An opportunity should be created so that artists re-
fer to the department when necessary and more eas-
ily than in the past. This type of outlook is prevalent
worldwide and benefits the country and the handi-
craft sector,” he said. He emphasized that the general
vision in the handicraft sector should be expanded to
ensure its wellbeing and progress.
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U.S. author to speak on
unity of religions in Tehran

The author of “Attar and the Persian Sufi Tradition”, American Leonard Lewisohn,
has been invited to give a lecture entitled “The Exalted Unity of Religions in Persian
Literature” in Tehran on August 10.

A senior lecturer in Persian and Sufi literature at British Exeter University, Dr.
Lewisohn will deliver his lecture at 5:00 pm at the Institute of Wisdom and Phi-
losophy of Iran.

Lewisohn was one of the winners of the 15th edition of the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s International Book of the Year Awards for his book “Attar and the Persian
Sufi Tradition”.

Leonard Lewisohn is an Iran Heritage Foundation fellow and has been a lecturer in
classical Persian and Sufi literature at the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies of
the University of Exeter in England since 2004.

Born in 1953, Lewisohn traveled to Iran in his 20’s as an English teacher, but his
interest in Persian literature led him to study at the University of Shiraz. He later
traveled to London to continue his studies in Persian literature at the School of Ori-
ental & African Studies. He obtained his Ph.D. in Persian literature in 1988.

“The Angels Knocking on the Tavern Door, Thirty Poems of Hafez (2008, coau-
thored with Robert Bly), “The Heritage of Sufism” (1999) and “Beyond Faith and
Infidelity” are some of his published books.

Iranian land artist Ahmad Nadal-

suing this issue.
m )
I am glad to see that the Shiraz gov-
ernor is this sensitive to the problems
faced by Shirazi artists,” she said.

“Gaps
screenwriter
accused of
plagiarism

A writer living in the southern Ira-
nian city of Shiraz claims that the
Iranian blockbuster TV series “Gaps”
currently on screen copies a screen-
play she wrote last year.

“It has never been seen that an of-
ficial shows this much concern over
the problems of artists and cultural
figures,” she added.

“I will personally follow up on this is-
sue and I will never allow the rights
of Shirazi authors and artists be de-
nied,” Qasemi said.

The screenplay “Gaps”, which fo-
cuses on the disconnect between the
younger generation and their parents,
is written by Masud Behbahaninia ac-
cording to the program’s credits.

“Even the characters’ names in ‘Gaps’
exactly match the names I used in
my screenplay,” Arezu Mahbudi told
the Persian service of the Mehr News

Agency on Monday.
seney Y The soap opera is currently being

broadcast on IRIB’s Channel 3 every

According to Mahbudi, her original
night.

screenplay is based on her short story
entitled “For Zahra” that was regis-
tered in a screenplay databank in Te-
hran.

In 2009, a screenwriter named Sha-
habeddin Taheri sued Farjollah
Salahshur, accusing him of plagia-
rizing the TV series “Prophet Joseph
(AS)” that was broadcast on IRIB’s
Channel 1 in 2008 and 2009.

Mahbudi said that she demanded an
explanation from the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB).

The Tehran court found Salahshur
guilty of plagiarism and ordered him
to pay Taheri 20 percent of the sum
he received from IRIB.

“It seems that they plan to put me off
until the end of the TV series in order
to thwart my efforts to pursue this is-
sue,” she stated.

However, Salahshur has appealed the
decision.

Mahbudi thanked Shiraz Governor
Hossien Qasemi for his efforts in pur-

ian to display works in Seoul

Iranian land artist Ahmad Nadalian is

invited to display a collection of his art-
works at the ARKO Art Center in Seoul,
South Korea in October.

A collection of installations and video
art, a series of photos of his previous
land artworks, as well as his bicycle of
peace will go on show beside artworks
by ten other artists invited from Japan,
Germany, China, Britain, Argentina, In-
dia, the Netherlands, the United States
and South Korea.

“The Korean officials of ARKO Cent-
er showed their interest in the bicy-
cle whose tire bears an imprint of the
phrase “Dream of Peace in the Persian
Gulf” and asked to transfer the message
of peace to other nations in the world,”
Nadalian told the Persian service of
ISNA on Monday.

Nadalian is planning to perform his land
art on the banks of the Han River in
Seoul. He is also determined to ride his
bicycle of peace on a beach in the city.
He will be taking new imprints on his
bike with him.

The tire of Nadalian’s bicycle bears an
imprint of the phrase “Dream of Peace

in the Persian Gulf” and by riding bicy-
cle, the phrase will be imprinted in the
sands.

“I made use of an old tire and prepared
the letters in English first and later at-
tached them to the original tire on the
bike,” he had said earlier.

Nadalian rode his bicycle of peace on the
Persian Gulf Coast last year on Hormoz
Island. “T aim to preserve the geographi-
cal, political and cultural boundaries of
my country Iran, and I believe art is the
best means to help fight against distor-
tion of the name ‘Persian Gulf’,” he had
declared.

Modern Iranian land art is associated
with Nadalian. He usually creates his
works and leaves them in natural loca-
tions, ranging from trees to high cliffs,
deserts, and on riverbeds.

His works have been on display from
Iran to Japan, China, Italy, France, the
U.S., and several other countries.

Photo: Ahmad Nadalian poses with his
bicycle on the shore of the Persian Gulf
in an undated photo. (Photo by ISNA)
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Tehran to host joint concerts of Iranian, Italian harpists

The Iranian and Italian artists will hold “A Night with the Harp” on August 3 and 4 at

the Niavaran Cultural Center.

Conducted by the harpist Fataneh Shahin, the ensemble that includes Italian harpists
Valentina Meinero and Petra Arman along with Saeid Dolat-Zarei on ney from Iran,

will perform the concerts on both days.

“I was introduced to Valentina last year when I went to Italy to buy harps and she was
eager to do performances in Iran,” Shahin mentioned in a press release on the Iran

Music Association website.

The group had brief rehearsals in March in Switzerland and the rehearsals began in

earnest a month ago, she added.

“I have selected music from the Baroque to the contemporary era composed by Carlos
Salzedo, Gaetano Donizetti, Michael Amorosi as well as three pieces by the Iranian
musicians Abolfazl Rahbarian, Arvin Sedaqat-kish and Arash Abbasi,” she mentioned.
Unfortunately, harp as a popular instrument dating back thousands of years in Iran has
been forgotten and should be reintroduced to Iranians at this time, Shahin concluded
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Iranian artist receives
top award of Sharjah

Iranian artist Mostafa Aqamiri has received the gold medal of the 4th
Sharjah Biennial for the Art of Arabic Calligraphy.

Having been unaware of his award, the artist received the gold medal,
honorable mention, and several books bearing images of his displayed
works via post in Tehran on Tuesday, he told Tehran Times Art and
Culture Desk.

Organized by the Sharjah Calligraphy Museum, the exhibit took
place from April 7 to June 7 in which 333 artists took part in the ex-
hibition that showcased 821 artworks from 28 countries.

Agamiri won the award for his illumination work named “Sham-
seh”. In the art of illumination and miniature, shamseh is named af-
ter the artwork bearing the image similar to the Sun. “Shahnameh”,
“Mosque”, and “Eight Heavens” are some of his other creations that
went on display at the biennial.

Other Iranian artists including Sara Mir-Nezami, Ahmad Moham-
madpur, Sepideh Aqamiri, and Mohammad Yaqubian also competed
with artists coming from 28 countries including Turkey, Germany,
Canada, India, Egypt, Malaysia and Japan.

The Fourth Sharjah Biennial for the Art of Arabic Calligraphy 2010
acquainted visitors with many historical scripts related to Muslim
cultures. The biennial was accompanied by several workshops and
lectures on the art of calligraphy.

A graduate of handicrafts and Persian art, Aqamiri teaches at several
universities and academies of art in Tehran and in other cities.

Photo: “Shamseh”, a tazhib work by Iranian artist Mostafa Aqamiri
won the gold medal of the 4th Sharjah Biennial for the Art of Arabic
Calligraphy, which was held from April7 to June 7, 2010.

Kamran Adl seeking safe haven for
his photos at Harvard

Veteran Iranian photographer Kamran Adl
plans to send his photos to Harvard Univer-
sity in hopes of providing better conditions
for their preservation.

“Even a large number of the photos no long-
er exist and unfortunately, I no longer have
their negatives to make additional prints,” he

added.

He made the plan after he found out that
most of his works, currently kept by certain
Iranian institutes and organizations, have
been damaged and many of them have been
discarded, the Persian service of the Mehr
News Agency reported on Wednesday.

Adl has a massive collection of photos de-
picting artifacts on display at various Iranian
museums.

The 69-year-old photographer has retrieved
a number of his photos since 2006 and
scanned them for his archive.

“I plan to send the originals to Harvard Uni-
versity after the scanning is completed,” he
stated.

He criticized Iranian photo archives for their
disregard shown toward their treasures. He
said that he has regularly asked cultural of-
ficials to provide digital albums from the
‘matchless photos’, which are kept at the
photo archive of the Niavaran Cultural His-
torical Complex.

He also has taken photos of various ritu-
als as well as historical Iranian architecture
as depicted by monuments such as bazaars,
mosques, and other ancient sites.

In addition, a number of his works focused
on Iranian arts including carpet weaving and

glassmaking, He said that the photos are decaying as a re-

sult of people handling them.

“Many of the photos, currently in the pos-
session of certain Iranian institutes and or-
ganizations, have been damaged through ig-
norance and by inappropriate conditions for
their preservation,” Adl told the MNA.

Photo: Shahzadeh Garden of Mahan in Ker-
man Province in an undated photo by Kam-
ram Adl (kamranadle.com)
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Persian Carpet of Peace and Friendship wraps up in Tabriz

The Persian Carpet of World Peace and Friendship was unveiled Wednesday during a ceremony
in the presence of several Iranian, foreign and UNESCO officials in Tabriz.

The project began at Tehran’s Sadabad Historical Complex in 2008 and took two years to accom-
plish during which representatives of over 100 countries visited and symbolically tied a knot on
the carpet, the Persian service of Mehr reported on Wednesday.

“This carpet is actually a means of promoting peace and helping place a high value on world
peace and friendship and strengthening relationships among nations,” said Sadabad director Es-
hrat Shayeq.

“The 2 x 1.5 meter carpet will act as Iran’s cultural Olympic torch that will travel through differ-
ent countries to finally arrive and go on permanent display at UN Headquarters in Paris.

“So far, the book covering the lengthy process of weaving the carpet as well as notes inscribed
by high-ranking international officials about the project in three different languages has been
published,” he added.

He mentioned that Persian carpet weaving has been dormant and has not achieved its rightful sta-
tus despite its worldwide fame and we hope these new ideas would help revive this traditional art.

A ceremony is also being arranged to pay tribute to master carpet designers Mahmud Farshchian
and Mirza-Taqi Khiabani in the near future, he concluded.
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Solo tenor Mohammad
Nuri dies at 81

Distinguished tenor Mohammad Nuri,
a singer with more than 40 years in
folk music, died Saturday night in Te-
hran’s Jam Hospital. He was 81.

Nuri was suffering from bone can-
cer and had been hospitalized several
times over the past year.

His live, sensational performance of
melodies such as “Jaan-e Maryam”,
“Shalizar”, “Wishes” and his songs in
different dialects of Gilaki, Azari and
Shirazi will always be on people’s
minds.

His love for his homeland was quite
clear in his songs “Land of Sun” and
“My Good Land”. He regarded music
an international language that belongs
to all nations of the world.

He believed in pushing Iranian tra-
ditional music toward revolutionary
changes the same way that the father
of Iranian blank verse Nima Yushijj
reversed the decline of Persian poetry
with his powerful writing style and
brave innovations.

A graduate of English literature, Nuri
began to teach English in different
schools, but his love of music propelled
him to singing. He studied Iranian
singing with master Esmaeil Mehrtash,
and continued with Sirus Shahrdar and
Fereidun Farzaneh.

He was following masters Hossein
Aslani and Naser Hosseini in his vo-

cal technique. He became popular in
1960’s with his songs sung in various
dialects.

His performance of Carmina Burana (a
scenic cantata composed by Carl Orff)
with his choir at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall
in 2008 was truly a memorable per-
formance.

Nuri was selected Iran’s eternal figure
in music in 2006.

Conductor of Iran’s Philharmonic
choir Afsnaeh Jaberi regarded master
Nuri as an individual who was kind
with his students. “He had an eternal
voice and his songs would always re-
main in the history of Iran’s music.”
Musician and university professor Dar-
iush Pirniakan expressed his grief over
the sad loss of the master, “Nuri had
a unique style of singing. He always
lived with love and several generations
lived with his songs. His voice will al-
ways remain in our minds.”

His funeral procession will take place
on Monday, starting form at Vahdat
Hall, and he will be buried in the Art-
ists Section of Tehran’s Behesht-e Za-
hra Cemetery.

Photo: Mohammad Nuri performs dur-
ing the closing ceremony of the 24th
Fajr International Music Festival at the
Vahdat Hall in Tehran on December
16, 2008. (ISNA/Mona Hubefekr)

Works by Bahman Mohasses
go on display in Tehran

k.

Artwork by recently-deceased artist
Bahman Mohasses will go on display at

other accomplishments.
Born in 1921 in Rasht, Gilan Province,

the Niavaran Cultural Historical Com-
plex.

The exhibit will contain six sculptures
and five painting tableaus preserved at
the complex.

A sculpture of a human figure bearing
the head of a cow, a bronze statue of a
bird, and the hand of a man holding a
dead bird are some of the works by Mo-
hasses to go on show.

Several paintings with images of fish,
and one painting with the image of a bird
are also included in the collection.
Mohasses was an outstanding painter
and sculptor as well as a good transla-
tor. Persian translation of works by Ital-
ian authors Italo Calvino and Curzio
Malaparte, and French authors Eugene

Mohasses traveled to Europe in 1951 and
chose to stay in Rome. He studied at the
Academy of Art in Rome, and held sev-
eral solo and group exhibitions in Italy
and other countries.

Mohasses returned to Iran in 1963 and
staged the play “The Chairs” by Ionesco.
Some years later in 1967, he decided to
go back to Italy and continued living in
Rome until he died. He used to visit Te-
hran every now and then but few were
in touch with him.

Some of his valuable artworks are pre-
served in Italy and the United States
while others are kept in Iran at the
Jahan-Nama Museum of the Niavaran
Palace and Tehran Museum of Contem-
porary Art.

Ionesco and Jean Genet are some of his

Niki Karimi’s third film narrates doc directors’ dilemma

Iranian actress-cum-director Niki Karimi is making her third film, which is entitled

“Narration”.

Starring Shahab Hosseini, Ashkan Khatibi and Hasti Movahhedfar, the social drama
narrates the story of a documentarian couple who get involved with the problems of

the main character in their production.

Asr-e Novin-Bita is a private company investing in this project. This is the first time

one of Karimi’s movies is being funded by a private investor.

The company will soon release the latest news and photos of the movie on its website.

Producer Jahangir Kowsari is also collaborating with Karimi in this project.

Karimi has appeared in over thirty films during her two-decade career. She made a
name for herself as a successful director as well with her debut “One Night” and her

second film, “A Few Days Later.”

Niki Karimi is also fond of photography and held her first solo exhibit at Golestan

Gallery last year.

Photos explore slices of Dowlatabadi’s life

A photo exhibit featuring different stages of veteran Iranian author Mahumud Dowlata-
badi opened during a ceremony at the Shirin Gallery on Friday.

Entitled “Amordad: The Eternity of 70th Mahumud Dowlatabadi’s Amordad”, the ex-
hibit showecases thirty portraits taken by Yarta Yaran that will go on display on his 70th
birthday, August 6.

The ceremony was attended by several scholars and artists including authors Kamran
Adl, Javab Mojabi, photographer Ata Omidvar and documentarian Akbar Alami.

“I thought about the passage of time many times. I always knew I would have little
chance to conquer time and now I see the image of its passage in these photos hanging
on the walls,” Dowlatabadi mentioned at the ceremony.

Born in 1940, short-story writer and novelist Dowlatabadi was the most prominent Ira-
nian novelist of the 1980s. Self-educated and forced to work from childhood, he spent
part of his younger adult years as a stage actor in Tehran.

Artists and authors should honor people of their country and assist them to experience a
better life, Dowlatabadi added.

“I recalled lovely women in the roles of kind mothers, capable managers and helpful
neighbors, all of whom are unforgettable,” he mentioned while he was explaining about
the role of women in his works.

No man can be successful alone, there should be a woman beside him to accompany him,
he concluded.

“Living with authors is sweet but it is different from ordinary life. Mahmud sometimes
has worked from midnight to noon during the 40 years we have been together,” his wife
mentioned at the ceremony.

Dowlatabadi writes for people of the world and people from different countries enjoy his
writings, Javad Mojabi explained about Dowlatabadi at the event.

“Kalidar”, “Desert Strata”, “The Trip”, “The Legend of Baba Sobhan”, “The Cowherd”,
“Aqil”, “Man”, “Missing Soluch” are among Dowlatabadi’s credits.

The one-week exhibit is running at the gallery located at 145 North Salimi St., off
Andarzgu Blvd. in the Farmanieh neighborhood.
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Iran dismisses U.S.
attack threats

Iranian officials lashed out on Tues-
day at remarks by the top US military
chief that Washington had a plan to
attack Tehran, saying the US would
suffer a defeat worse than in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Admiral Mike Mullen, chairman of
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on
Sunday the United States has drawn
up the plan to prevent Iran getting
nuclear weapons, but was “extremely
concerned” about the upshot of any
such attack.

“In case of an attack against Iran, their
destiny will be worse than their piti-
able destiny in Iraq and Afghanistan,”
Iranian Foreign Minister Manouche-
hr Mottaki was quoted as saying by
ISNA news agency.

Mottaki hoped that better sense
would prevail in Washington, say-
ing “they said they would go to some
places and they went.”

“But we have seen what happened to
them. We think there are still ration-
al people in America... who will not
put the American dignity on sale.”

Earlier on Tuesday, foreign ministry’s
spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast
also dismissed Mullen’s remarks.

“We witness such inappropriate re-
marks by these American military of-
ficials,” he told reporters at his week-
ly news conference in Tehran.

“We think the reason behind it stems
from the consecutive (US) defeats in
the region and its military adventur-
ism which has resulted in deaths of
innocent citizens and of their own
forces.”

In a separate statement, Iran’s De-
fence Minister Ahmad Vahidi de-
scribed Mullen’s comments as “fascis-
tic.”

“Such remarks are in contradiction to
their claims of change that they are
after dialogue and peace,” Vahidi was
quoted as saying by state news agency
IRNA.

“They show that they are unable to
stand against the will of Iran. Hav-

ing plans to attack an independent
nation... in the third millennium is a
clear violation of the UN charter.”

Speaking on US television, Mul-
len held out hope on Sunday that a
combination of diplomatic efforts
and sanctions would force Tehran to
suspend a uranium enrichment pro-
gramme that many believe is a secret
bid to develop nuclear arms.

At the same time, though, he said
“the military options have been on
the table, and remain on the table”.

“I hope we don’t get to that, but it’s
an important option and it’s one that’s
well understood,” he added.

Asked if the military has a plan to
strike Iran, Mullen replied, “We do.”
He did not elaborate.
Iran insists its uranium enrichment
programme is for peaceful purposes
only.

( Source AFP)

Explosion rocks petchem plant in south Iran, 5 killed

ASSALOUYEH - A massive explosion at the Pardis Petrochemical Company
plant in the southern port city of Assalouyeh caused a huge fire and killed five

workers on Wednesday.

The incident occurred at about 2 p.m. local time.
A ruptured gas pipe is reported to have been the cause of the explosion, sources

told the Mehr News Agency.

Welding sparks ignited the leaking gas and caused the explosion.

The explosion and ensuing fire also damaged parts of the petrochemical plant.
Firemen have managed to contain the fire, but a unit of the Pardis Petrochemi-
cal Company plant was completely burnt down.

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad inaugurated the second phase of the Pardis
Petrochemical Company plant on July 28.

China Rejects
US Concerns
about Deals
with Iran

China has defended its business ties with Iran
after a United States official urged Beijing to
fully implement sanctions against Tehran.
China Thursday rejected concerns about its
dealings with Iran.

China’s state media quoted a Foreign Minis-
try spokeswoman saying trade with Tehran
is normal business and does not harm the in-
terests of other countries or the international
community.

She was responding to comments made by the
United States’ special advisor for nonprolif-
eration and arms control, Robert Einhorn.

This week Einhorn said China should fully
cooperate with United Nations sanctions im-
posed against North Korea and Iran because of
their nuclear programs.

The U.S. and European Union recently passed
new sanctions against Iran and are encourag-
ing Russia and China to support them. The
sanctions target Iran’s energy and banking
sectors.

Joseph Cheng, a professor of political science
at Hong Kong’s City University, says Beijing
has little interest in new sanctions.

“China certainly has substantial oil interests in
Iran and therefore China is quite reluctant to
support the American position,” he said. “On
the other hand, of course, the American gov-
ernment realizes that unless all major powers
are in concerted action, otherwise sanctions
will be largely ineffective, it may even hurt
the interests of American corporations.”

As Western businesses have pulled out of Iran
because of the sanctions, concerns have been
raised that Chinese enterprises are moving in
to snatch up business.

China is already Iran’s biggest trading partner
and plans to invest billions of dollars in its oil
sector, including building several refineries.

Tehran is energy-hungry China’s third largest
oil supplier. Iran’s oil minister is in China this
week to discuss further trade and cooperation.

Although trade relations are friendly, Cheng
says China is concerned about Iranian nuclear
proliferation, and in June supported a fourth
round of U.N. sanctions against Iran.

China’s Foreign Ministry says the country has
always observed the Security Council’s reso-
lutions and rejects suggestions that Beijing is
not acting responsibly.

But Beijing has opposed tougher measures,
including unilateral sanctions imposed by
the U.S., EU, Australia, Canada, and Japan,
who fear that Tehran aims to acquire nuclear
weapons. Iran says its nuclear programs are
for peaceful energy purposes.

Despite the sanctions, Iran last month claimed
to have acquired an advanced missile system,
bringing into question the effectiveness of the
measures.

(Source VOA)
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IRAN DISMISSES U.S.

ATTACK THREATS

Iranian officials lashed out on Tuesday at remarks by the top US military
chief that Washington had a plan to attack Tehran, saying the US would
suffer a defeat worse than in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Admiral Mike Mullen, chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on
Sunday the United States has drawn up the plan to prevent Iran getting
nuclear weapons, but was “extremely concerned” about the upshot of any
such attack.

“In case of an attack against Iran, their destiny will be worse than their piti-
able destiny in Iraq and Afghanistan,” Iranian Foreign Minister Manouche-
hr Mottaki was quoted as saying by ISNA news agency.

Mottaki hoped that better sense would prevail in Washington, saying “they
said they would go to some places and they went.”

“But we have seen what happened to them. We think there are still rational
people in America... who will not put the American dignity on sale.” Page 3

China Rejects US Concerns about Deals
with Iran

China has defended its business ties with Iran after a United States official
urged Beijing to fully implement sanctions against Tehran.
China Thursday rejected concerns about its dealings with Iran. Page 3

Kamran Adl seeking safe haven for his
photos at Harvard

Veteran Iranian photographer Kamran Adl plans to send his photos to
Harvard University in hopes of providing better conditions for their
preservation. Page 5

Iranian land artist Ahmad Nadalian to
display works in Seoul

Iranian land artist Ahmad Nadalian is invited to display a collection of his
artworks at the ARKO Art Center in Seoul, South Korea in October. Page 6

Solo tenor Mohammad Nuri
dies at 81 ...

Two Languages can be better than one!

To reach your Iranian audience, talk to “Persian Weekly” first!
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