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Kandovan
A Rocky Attraction

The historical village of Kandovan is one of the three
rocky villages of the world. It is a great asset for the
tourism sector of East Azarbaijan province, which
was neglected by officials.

With the government’s adoption of new approach
for promoting tourism, Kandovan has become the
focal point of investments by the public and private
sector.

heart of mountains, Mehr News Agency reported.
There are two other rocky villages in the world, one
in North Dakota in the US and the other in Turkey.
However, Kandovan, situated in Oskou District, is
the only rocky village of the world inhabited by peo-
ple for some 6,000 years.

Investments

The architecture of this village and presence of peo-
ple there within the framework of ancient texture
are its exceptional features.

Kandovan is a resort area in Mount Sahand whose
green meadows appeal to nomadic tribes. The village
has a mineral water spring known for treating people
with kidney problems.

Projects on the agenda of related organizations in-
clude improvement of access roads, upgrading living
conditions, beautifying the region and rectifying the
conditions of the village’s spa.

Torab Mohammadi, the head of East Azarbaijan
Tourism Department, gave word of the start of ex-
tensive activities for improving conditions in Kan-
dovan with the allocation of 100 billion rials.

He pointed to the need for improving the appearance
of the village and removing new and unconventional
structures from its face.

“All structures and buildings, which do not comply
with the indigenous architectural style of Kandovan,
will be destroyed,” he said.

Commenting on those residing in the newly built
residential units, he said, “A new village will be built
one kilometer away from Kandovan so that residents
of illegal houses will be transferred there.”
Mohammadi emphasized that Kandovan will be-
come a regional tourism with the implementation of
development plans and expansion of investments.

Comprehensive Plan

Governor of Oskou Younes Fateh said according to
a comprehensive plan, within the next four years,
Kandovan will become needless of state budget if a
special credit is allocated.

He stressed that Oskou has very high tourism attrac-
tions, which include the annual Mohammadi Rose
Festival in Gonbarf Village, the traditional Oskou
bread, Kandovan Village, mineral water springs with

therapeutic applications and promotion of bird-
watching.

He said Oskou currently needs state and private sec-
tor investments to tap its tourism potentials and es-
tablish the needed infrastructures.

“In 2009-10, 200 billion rials of state resources were
designated for improving the conditions of Kan-
dovan. In 2010-11, 400 billion rials are needed for
executing special projects, including the demolition
of 200 illegal residential units which do not comply
with the village’s architectural texture,” he said.

Gonbarf'a Hub of Perfume Production

Fateh referred to the potentials of Gonbarf Village,
located near Kandovan, and said that due to the pro-
duction of Mohammadi Rose, the village has become
a new hub of flower production nationwide.
“Kashan is renowned as the hub of Mohammadi
Rose production in the country. Villages surround-
ing Kashan annually produce 300 tons of Moham-
madi Rose while farmers in Gonbarf alone produce
200 tons of this flower ... The quality of Mohammadi
Rose in this region is better than in other regions of
the country and Swiss and French companies have
expressed their willingness to launch perfume pro-
duction units in this region,” he said.

He emphasized that today a few grams of the pure
Mohammadi Rose perfume have more value added
than hundreds of kilograms of rosewater.

Although all parts of Iran possess high potentials in
terms of historical and natural attractions, expansion
of infrastructures has not yet been heeded by related
officials. In fact, the absence of a strategic view re-
garding tourism sector has hindered the growth of
this key field in East Azarbaijan.

Prehistoric man-made
caves discovered in
northern Iran

Four man-made caves, which are believed to date
back to the Stone Age, have recently been discovered
near the city of Masuleh in northern Iran.

Members of the Masuleh Conservation and Sustain-
able Development Institute stumbled upon the caves
during a mountain climbing program last week, the
Persian service of CHN reported on Wednesday.

The large caves have been dug in pairs into the crests
of the heights in north Masuleh and signs of excava-
tion are clearly observable in the walls, the institute
secretary Sadeq Zadsalehi said.

It is not surprising that the caves are not far from
Masuleh, since the city has a long history of habita-
tion, he added.

The openings of the caves are about 10 meters in
height and width. Neolithic tools including stone
hammers and cutters and piles of stone chippings
have been found at the caves, which all are about 10
meters in depth.

The discovery will transform the history of habita-
tion in the city, which is believed to date back to the
seventh century.

Located 36 kilometers southwest of Fuman in Gilan
Province, Masuleh is a living museum of architecture
and cultural anthropology, with its beautiful houses
hugging the cliffs, rising vertically upward, with
rooftops and village streets virtually indistinguish-
able.

Heavy rainfall has caused damage to Masuleh over
the past few years, and new construction projects are
threatening the historical authenticity of the city.




6

Persian Weekly | Friday 13 August 2010

Culture

Tell us what
you think

Email: news@persianweekly.co.uk
Visit: www.persianweekly.co.uk
Contact: 02084554203

Iranian cineastes establish
film company in Toronto

Three Iranian cineastes established a film company in Toronto, Canada.
Amir-Shahab Razavian accompanied by Yadollah Shahbazi and Farhad Aahi estab-
lished the Make Movie Production in Toronto.

“The company was established during my five months sojourn in Canada and we
will be screening Iranian films each Monday at the venue,” Razavian told the Per-
sian service of ISNA.

Several Iranian 1990s films including “About Elly” by Asghar Farhadi, Bahman
Qobadi’s “A Time for Drunken Horses” and “Turtles Can Fly”, Hamid Nematollah’s

>«

“Boutique”, Parisa Bakhtavar’s “Tambourine”, and Reza Mirkarimi’s “So Close, So

Far” were screened at the venue.

Razavian announced that the company would make a joint Iranian-Canadian film
in the near future. Plans call for the movie to be shot in Toronto.

Iranian producers
say no to Emirates
in-flight screenings

Two Iranian producers have made
objections to the illegal screening of
their films on the Emirates airline in-

25 Bengali - Jamal Raja

ol Remgall - Goodbye Senotina

G50 U - Sikaes Mbere Sahedl

631 Urdu - Bangholk Key Chor
652 Farsl - Twilight
633 Fanl- Loser

634 Taidd - M For Moiher

flight entertainment.

Manuchehr Mohammadi’s “M for
Mother” is currently on the Emirates
in-flight movie list and Gholamreza
Musavi’s “Red” was previously on it.

“Twilight” and “The Loser”, both di-
rected by Qasem Jafari, are other Ira-
nian films on the list.

“I have recently been informed about
screening ‘M for Mother’ by the
Emirates airline while neither the air-
line nor any other related company
has a contract with us,” Mohammadi
told the Persian service of ISNA on
Tuesday.

“The movie is being shown illegally
and we have the legal right to pursue
this issue,” he added.

He said that he has made arrange-
ments for taking legal action against
screening the movie and his attorney
is pursuing the issue.

In addition, Mohammadi said that he

World Cinema
Farsi - Twilight

when Saref o

Directad by

taenie
Hunilme B 4

Stars Ranak Moonest, All Ramnooyari: Khiatereh Hasam|

Mow Plaging —

plans to send a letter to the Emirates
airline to ask for an explanation of
this matter.

Meanwhile, Gholamreza Musavi said
that he has yet received no response
to a letter he sent to the Emirates
airline office in Tehran about three
weeks ago.

He has threatened to ask the attorney
of Iran’s Supreme Council of Produc-
ers to file a lawsuit against the airline,
if he receives no compelling response
from the airline’s office.

Photo: Three Iranian films are seen on
the World Cinema list of the Emir-
ates in-flight entertainment. (ISNA/
Masud Najafi)

1st London Iranian Film Festival

UKIFF is delighted to announce the
inaugural 1st London Iranian Film Fes-
tival, commencing on November 19,
2010.

Film festivals that honour Iranian films
are held annually across the globe and
now the time has finally arrived for
an Iranian Film festival to have a per-
manent home in the United Kingdom.
With a diverse programme celebrating
the best of contemporary Iranian films,
the festival will showcase some of the
finest talents of this rich cinematic cul-
ture.

Whilst acclaimed Iranian Directors may
well be familiar to UK audiences, a new
generation of emerging voices remain
largely unknown. The intention of the
London Iranian Film Festival is to in-
troduce this undiscovered new talent
to London’s film enthusiast’s, as well as
celebrating the work of legendary Ira-
nian filmmakers.

The London Iranian Film Festival is cur-

rently seeking submissions with consist-
ent Iranian elements within the follow-
ing categories:

Feature Film (more than 60 minutes)
Documentary (no longer than 3 hours)
Short Film (no longer than 30 minutes)
Submissions open on 06/08/2010.

Final deadline on 17/09/2010.

The chosen films will be screened at two
of London’s most prestigious cinema
venues in a weeklong event that will
include Q and A’s. The Festival offers
a number of travel and accommodation
allowances to participating filmmakers.

The 1st London Iranian Film Festival
promises to be a landmark event in pro-
moting Iranian film culture within the
UK.

We look forward to welcoming you to
the occasion.

For more information

visit: www.ukiff.org.uk

Iranian singer to perform at
Morgenland Festival Osnabruck

Iranian singer Mohammad Motamedi along with a team of international musicians
will perform a concert named Qasida during the Morgenland Festival in Osnabriick,

Germany on August 18.

“Iranian kamancheh player Ruzbeh Asadian will also follow me at the concert which
is a combination of Persian and Arabic music,” he told the Persian service of MNA.

Rosario ‘La Tremendita’, Salvador Gutiérrez, and Sergio Martinez from Spain, and
Moslem Rahal and Firas Hassan from Syria will collaborate in this performance, he

remarked.

“This will be a good experience for me and my best opportunity to date to display the
potential of Persian music to the world,” he said.

The festival running from 15 to 22 makes connections between countries such as Iran,
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, and China.

Two Languages can be
better than one!

To reach your persian audience, talk to “Persian Weekly” first!

www .persianweekly.co.uk

Iran’s “"Endless Dreams” to
compete at S. Korean filmfest

Puran Derakhshandeh’s “Endless Dreams” will compete at the Busan International

Kids’ Film Festival which will be
held from August 11 to 15 in South
Korea.

The film tells the story of Rey-
haneh, an eight-year-old girl, who
experiences a horrible nightmare.
The day after, the nightmare hap-
pens right before her eyes; her
teacher disappears.

The festival’s only competitive sec-
tion involves a collection of screen
productions by children authors
called “Ready Action!” Twenty

episodes of the collection will be presented alongside films from around the world.
“Nocturnal Emissions”, “Candle in the Wind”, “A Love Without Frontier”, “Little Bird
of Happiness”, “Lost Time”, and “Passing Through the Dust” are Derakhshandeh’s

other credits.

Photo: Armita Moradi in a scene of “Endless Dreams”
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New signs from early Islamic era
found at Sassanid site in Isfahan

An archaeological team working at the Ashraf Tepe in Isfahan has
found evidence suggesting that the Sassanid site had also been used
during the Buyid dynasty (945-1055).

The team led by Alireza Jafari-Zand began the first season of excava-
tion July 19 at the site located near the historical bridge of Shahrestan,
built on the Zayanderud River in Isfahan.

Last week, the team announced that they discovered ruins of a Sas-
sanid castle at the mound. They also unearthed ruins of a structure,
which is believed to be a palace built by Ashraf Afghan, cousin of the
king of Ghazna Mahmud.

“We stumbled upon a reconstructed part in the ruins of the castle,
which suggests that the structure had been used during the Buyid
dynasty,” Jafari-Zand told the Persian service of CHN on Sunday.
“The bricks used in the rebuilt part are very similar to bricks used in
construction of the Shahrestan Bridge and the Isfahan Congregational
Mosque, which date to the Buyid era,” he added.

He said that they have also found shards, which are believed to date
back to the period.

“It is too soon to comment about the use of the castle during the Buyid
era, but studies on the new discoveries here can shed light on the evo-
lution of Iranian architecture,” Jafari-Zand explained.

He said that none of the shards unearthed from the historical strata at
the mound were made in the eras that came after the Buyid dynasty,
an Islamic family of prominent Iranian and Shia character.

“This fact shows that the castle had been abandoned for about 600
years until Ashraf Afghan built his palace at the site,” he stated.

The archaeologists believe that their excavations at the mound, which
is located in the urban area of the city, will be helpful in the develop-
ment of archaeological studies on the ancient city.

“Isfahan is a city, which has never died over the history... and the old
Isfahan is beneath the modern city. Thus, normally, archaeological
excavation is impossible in the city,” Jafari-Zand said.

He believes that the mount keeps a part of the history of Isfahan and
Iran in its heart.

The mound has seriously been damaged on the northern side by con-
struction of a street. In addition, unscientific excavations carried out
by a number of archaeology interns in 1987 disturbed the historical
strata in a part of the site.

Jafari-Zand believes that the Ashraf Tepe can be converted into a site-
specific museum after the team completes the archaeological studies
on the site.

Foreign ambassadors visit historical
castle in southwestern Iran

A group of foreign ambassadors in Iran vis-
ited the historical Castle of Chaleshtor in
Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari Province in south-
western part of the country on Thursday.

Coming from 30 different countries, the am-
bassadors were accompanied by several high
ranking officials from their respective em-
bassies.

Guests were also warmly received by local
musicians who played traditional music of
the region upon their arrival.

Constructed in 1903, the castle features a
combination of Qajar era and European ar-
chitecture standing out on the landscape
with its 38 stone pillars. The year 1321 lunar

i
calendar (1903) is engraved on one of its cap-
itals indicating the date of its construction.

The castle embraces five ivans and five
rooms. The rooms are decorated with paint-
ings in a style that is a combination of Iranian
and Western painting. It also houses a large
bathhouse, several storerooms and stables.

Visits to several other sites in the region was
also arranged for the guests on the same day.

Photo: An Iranian girl symbolically wel-
comes a group of foreign ambassadors in Iran
at the Chaleshtor Castle during their visit to
the monument in Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari
Province last week.

(IRNA/Mahmud Raissi)

Iranian author to lecture
on heritage of Persian
language in Canada

Iranian author Erfan Nazar- .
Ahari will lecture on “Ira- _{ —
nian Children and Persian -‘5'
Language Heritage” in Ot-
tawa on August 14.

| Youleft
Your Wings?

Ty it N
o it B [

On August 21, she will give
a lecture on “Spiritual Lit-
erature and Today’s Human
Challenges” in Ottawa. The
event will be attended by
Iranian families living in
Canada.

e e

Nazar-Ahari told ISNA that she will have an hour-long interview on a
Canadian radio station on a program dedicated to Rumi’s mysticism in
the near future.

She was invited to Canada by Dreamgate Press, the publisher of the
Persian version of her book “Where Did You Leave Your Wings?”.
The book was translated by Leila Khamushian alongside with her other
books into English.

Iranian films win awards at
Portuguese festival

Iranian productions received two interna-
tional awards at Portugal’s Avanca Film
Festival that took place from July 23 to Au-
gust 1.

“The Other” by director Mehdi Rahmani
grabbed the World Premiere Prize, while
cinematographer Fereidun Shirdel received
photography award for “When the Lemons
Turned Yellow” by director Mohammad-
reza Vatandust.

Starring Mohammadreza Forutan and Mer-
lia Zarei, “The Other” narrates the journey
of a young adult with a man who is soon to
become his stepfather.

“When the Lemons Turned Yellow” cent-
ers on an engaged couple Shahrbanu and
Shahram who volunteer to help at the
warfront right at the beginning of the Iran-
Iraq (1980-1988) war where Shahrbanu
disappears.
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CHINA'S CYRUS CYLINDER EXTRACTS

SPARK DEBATE IN ACADEMIA

An Iranian archaeologist believes that more
studies are needed to prove the authenticity
of alleged extracts from the Cyrus Cylinder
carved on two bone fragments found in China.
“We should wait patiently for in-depth stud-
ies by experts on ancient languages and other
laboratory research to confirm the genuine-
ness of the objects,” Kamyar Abdi told the
Persian service of CHN on Saturday.

“If the objects are proven authentic, the dis-
covery will begin to transform our knowledge
about relations between the Near East, espe-
cially the Achaemenid Empire, and China
during the first millennium, in particular dur-
ing the Eastern Zhou Dynasty (770-221 BC),”
he added

The discovery will also extend back the his-
tory of relations between China and Iran. Un-
til the discovery, it was believed that political
relations between Iran and China dated back
to the Han Dynasty (206 BC-221 CE) in China
and the Parthian dynasty in Iran.

“The Cyrus Cylinder had undoubtedly been
important for the people living under the
Achaemenid Empire, but, if the objects are
proved authentic, the first question would
be how the Cyrus text had been transferred
to China and why the text was important
enough for the Chinese to copy it,” he stated.
Considered the world’s first declaration of
human rights, the Cyrus Cylinder is a docu-
ment issued by the Persian emperor Cyrus the
Great in the form of a clay cylinder inscribed
in Akkadian cuneiform script.

The cylinder was created following the Per-
sian conquest of Babylon in 539 BC, when
Cyrus overthrew the Babylonian king Nabo-
nidus and replaced him as ruler, ending the
Neo-Babylonian Empire.

The text of the cylinder denounces Nabonidus
as impious and portrays the victorious Cyrus
as pleasing to the chief Babylonian god Mar-
duk.

It goes on to describe how Cyrus had im-
proved the lives of the citizens of Babylonia,
repatriated displaced peoples and restored
temples and cult sanctuaries.

The cylinder was discovered in 1879 by the
Assyro-British archaeologist Hormuz Rassam
in the foundations of the Esagila, the main
temple of Babylon. Today, it is kept in the
British Museum in London.

Two fossilized horse bones bearing cuneiform
inscriptions, which are extracts from the text
of the Cyrus Cylinder, have recently been
discovered in China, the London-based Art
Newspaper reported last week.

The objects seem to be genuine based on re-
search by British Museum specialist Irving
Finkel.

The texts inexplicably have fewer than one in
every 20 of the Cyrus text’s cuneiform signs
transcribed, although they are in the correct
order, Finkel said.

The bones had been donated to the Beijing
Palace Museum in 1985 by deceased Chinese
traditional doctor Xue Shenwei, who bought
the artifacts in 1935 and 1940.

Two years after the donation of the objects,
specialist Wu Yuhong realized that the text of
the first bone came from the Cyrus proclama-
tion, but the text of the second was not yet
identified.

In January 2010, two fragments of a clay tab-
let with inscriptions of part of the text of the
Cyrus proclamation were found in the British
Museum’s collection.

Afterwards, experts hypothesized that the
Cyrus proclamation might have been widely
copied during ancient times.

Thus, Finkel conducted an in-depth study
on the pair of Chinese bones to determine
whether they might be authentic.

Based on existing photographs, he learned
that the text on the second bone was also from
the Cyrus proclamation, and requested more
information from Beijing.

Chinese Assyriologist Yushu Gong provided a
much better image of the text and took the
photos to the British Museum for a workshop
that was held on June 23-24.

“The text used by the copier on the bones was
not the Cyrus Cylinder, but another version,
probably originally written in Persia, rather
than Babylon,” Finkel said.

He surmised that it could have been a version
carved on stone, written with ink on leather,
or inscribed on a clay tablet. Most likely, the
original object was sent during the reign of
Cyrus to the far east of his empire, in the west
of present-day China.

There was some skepticism among the schol-
ars attending the workshop, but Finkel be-
lieves that the evidence is “completely com-
pelling”.

He is convinced that the bones have been
copied from an authentic version of the Cyrus
proclamation, although it is unclear at what
point in the past 2,500 years the copying was
done.

Photo: Irving Finkel with a rubbing of the an-
cient Chinese bones

Sixth Intl. Sand Sculpture
Festival selects winners

The 6th International Sand Sculpture Festival selected winners during
a ceremony held on the Caspian Sea shore, Babolsar on Friday.

Thirty-one sand sculptures were created and showcased during the

4-day event. The artworks were selected from 160 submitted by about
700 artists from six provinces, but without any international partici-
pants.

The festival was held in free, regional culture and special sections.

Works were selected by jury members Ahmad Nadalian, Kurosh Gol-
nari and Fatemeh Parinejad.

While the jury did not select a first place winner in the special section,
Bager Vaseq from Ardebil and Mohsen Asrarian from Tehran took sec-
ond and third place in this section respectively.

In the regional section, the jury also did not select a first place win-
ner. Mahshid Hashemi (Babol) and Yaser Hosseini (Mashhad) shared
second place, and third place went to Mohammad-Mehdi Samakush.

Hassan Babaii (Sari) was announced as first place winner in the free
section and second was Hassan Molla-Noruzi (Neyshabur). Bahareh
Zamani (Neyshabur) and Bijan Ghonchehpur (Karaj) shared the third
award.

The ceremony was brought to an end without international partici-
pants, Jury member Nadalian said in the news released by Fars News
Agency on Sunday.

In his letter, Nadalian had also complained about the statement the
jury had prepared for the closing ceremony, “Part of the statement was
omitted from the entire text.”

“All during the event, officials from the provincial department of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance insisted on reading the jury’s statement.

“We prepared the text, first expressing our gratitude to the organizers,
but also pointed to several of the event’s shortcomings. The jury was
not able to attend the closing ceremony but found out later that part of
it was deleted,” the report added.

Following is the omitted part of the text, “A lack of a permanent secre-
tariat during the year and hastiness in holding the program disrupted
the process of judging. The jury asks for better programming to help
preserve this event. The current exhibit is not suitable for the national
participants and needs improvement. Also it would be better for the
event to host international guests in the future.”

Sculptures created by artists from ECO member countries went on dis-
play at the Guest Section of the festival.
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Iran to expunge ‘dirty’
dollar and euro reserves

Iran announced plans Monday to get
rid of its dollar and euro reserves in
response to the latest U.N. sanctions
over its contested nuclear program.

The U.N. Security Council imposed a
fourth round of sanctions on Iran in
June because of its refusal to halt ura-
nium enrichment. Tougher unilateral
U.S. and European Union sanctions
followed in July.

“To fight sanctions, we will remove
the dollar and euro from our foreign
exchange basket and will replace
them with (the Iranian) rial and the
currency of any country cooperating

Ahmadinejad’s

government  has

opened Iran’s doors to imports in re-
cent years to keep consumer prices
low at the expense protecting of do-
mestic industry, but Rahimi said the

with us,” Vice President Mohammad
Reza Rahimi told Iran’s semiofficial
Fars news agency. “We consider these
currencies (dollar and euro) dirty and
won't sell oil in dollar and euro,” he

added.

government is now planning to in-
crease tariffs on imports.

“We will increase tariffs by 200 per-
cent. We will hike it so much so that
no one will be able to buy foreign
goods. We should not buy the prod-
ucts of our enemies,” he said. “Stu-
dents can force their parents not to
buy foreign goods.”

The United States and its allies are
concerned Iran’s continued uranium
enrichment could ultimately produce
a nuclear weapon. Iran denies this,
saying it only seeks nuclear energy
for peaceful purposes.

«

Rahimi also called Australians “a
bunch of cattlemen.” Australia joined
the 27-member European Union in
Rahimi said sanctions won’t deter  imposing additional sanctions against
Iran from continuing its nuclear pro-  Iran.

gram, and instead they are only help-
ing it achieve technological self-suffi-
ciency in various industries.

While Iranian economists acknowl-
edge that sanctions are biting and
have harmed Iran, President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad insisted this
week that sanctions will instead serve
to eradicate the domination of the
dollar in global markets.

Rahimi also attacked South Korea,
saying Seoul needs to be punished for
joining the global coalition of coun-
tries sanctioning Iran.

“The Koreans also need to be slapped,”
he was quoted by Fars as saying.

(Ali Akbar Dareini - Source AFP)

Briton dies as Mongol Rally team
crashes in Iran

A British man has died in a road crash as a charity car rally passed through Iran,
the Foreign Office has said.
A second British man in the vehicle and another member of the same team in
the Mongol Rally are in hospital and in a stable condition. The accident hap-
pened on 6 August in the city of Mashhad.
About 350 teams left the UK in July on the 10,000 mile (16,093 km) event.
Participants take their own routes via Europe, Central Asia and the Middle East
to Mongolian capital Ulaan Baatar.
A spokesman for the Mongol Rally’s Bristol-based organisers, The Adventurists,
said the team was involved in a “serious traffic accident”.

He said: “We are deeply saddened to announce the death of a participant taking
part in the Mongol Rally 2010.

“Our deepest sympathies and thoughts are with the family and friends of the
deceased at this difficult time.”
The spokesman said the families of those involved had been informed and that
no further information about the identity of the team or further details of the
accident would be released unless they instructed him to.
The rally, which set off from the Goodwood motor circuit in West Sussex on 24
July, is made up of teams in cars with an engine size of less than one litre and
emergency vehicles.

Organisers say the event has so far raised more than £378,000 for charities
working for children and rural communities in Mongolia and other countries.

(' Source BBC)

Iranian insults draw
angry UK reply

An Iranian minister claimed Dav-
id Cameron was stupid and the

British were inhuman idiots

The UK’s ambassador to Tehran has responded
angrily after a senior Iranian minister claimed
the British were inhuman idiots led by a stu-
pid Prime Minister.

Iran’s first vice president, Mohammad Reza
Rahimi, was quoted as saying that the UK’s
inhabitants were “not human” and “a bunch
of idiots run by a mafia”.

In a reference to Prime Minister David Cam-
eron he reportedly added: “The young lad in
charge now is even more stupid than his pred-
ecessor.”

UK ambassador Simon Gass wrote a strongly-
worded reply on the British embassy’s website
on Tuesday, which he linked to his Twitter

page.

He said in a statement in the Farsi language,
which was translated by The Times: “To dis-
cuss the political differences between coun-
tries is natural.

“But when a high-ranking official who repre-
sents the Islamic Republic of Iran makes such
insulting remarks about the people of another
country, it reflects badly only on the person
who made such remarks.

“To state that the British are not human and
to call them thick shows a lack of respect for
human dignity, and is an illogical and worth-
less remark.”

Mr Rahimi did not restrict his ire to the UK
when he spoke at an education conference on
Monday.

He condemned the countries that have sup-
ported the latest United Nations sanctions
over Iran’s nuclear programme, saying the
Koreans “need to be slapped” and denouncing
Australians as “a bunch of cattlemen”.
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office said
Mr Gass’s decision to reply to Mr Rahimi’s
comments did not mark a change in policy,
adding: “In this instance we felt the remarks
given at an education conference were inac-
curate and offensive, and that they merited a
response.”

(Source UKPA)
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IRAN TO EXPUNGE 'DIRTY’
DOLLAR AND EURO RESERVES

Iran announced plans Monday to get rid of its dollar and euro reserves in response to
the latest U.N. sanctions over its contested nuclear program.

The U.N. Security Council imposed a fourth round of sanctions on Iran in June be-
cause of its refusal to halt uranium enrichment. Tougher unilateral U.S. and Euro-
pean Union sanctions followed in July.

“To fight sanctions, we will remove the dollar and euro from our foreign exchange
basket and will replace them with (the Iranian) rial and the currency of any country
cooperating with us,” Vice President Mohammad Reza Rahimi told Iran’s semiof-
ficial Fars news agency. “We consider these >Page 3

Iranian insults draw angry UK reply

The UK’s ambassador to Tehran has responded angrily after a senior Iranian minister
claimed the British were inhuman idiots led by a stupid Prime Minister.

Iran’s first vice president, Mohammad Reza Rahimi, was quoted as saying that the
UK’s inhabitants were > Page 3

Briton dies as Mongol Rally team
crashes in Iran

A British man has died in a road crash as a charity car rally passed through Iran, the
Foreign Office has said. A second British man in the vehicle and another member of
the same team in the Mongol Rally are in hospital and in a stable condition. The ac-
cident happened on 6 August in the city of Mashhad. Page 3

Iranian films win awards at Portuguese festival

Iranian productions received two international awards at Portugal’s Avanca Film
Festival that took place from July 23 to August 1.

“The Other” by director Mehdi Rahmani grabbed the World Premiere Prize, while
cinematographer Fereidun Shirdel received photography award for “When the Lem-
ons Turned Yellow” by director Mohammadreza Vatandust >Page 5

Iranian producers say no to Emirates in-
flight screenings

Two Iranian producers have made objections to the illegal screening of their
films on the Emirates airline in-flight entertainment.

EIS

Manuchehr Mohammadi’s “M for Mother” is currently on the Emirates in-flight

D«

movie list and Gholamreza Musavi’s “Red” was previously on it. > Page 5

CHINA'SCYRUSCYLINDEREXTRACTS
SPARK DEBATE IN ACADEMIA

Kamyar Abdi told the Persian service of CHN on Saturday.
“If the objects are proven authentic, the discovery will begin to transform our knowl-

edge about relations between the Near East, especially the > Page 4
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