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IRANIAN SITES AWAIT
UNESCO LISTING

The dossiers of Persian gardens and Hara forests will be
reviewed in the next session of UNESCO’s World Herit-
age Committee (WHC), which will be held in Bahrain
next year.

Abdorasoul Vatandoust, who represents Iran at the
World Heritage Committee, said Iran has submitted the
two dossiers for registration on the World Heritage List,
IRNA reported.

“The process of submitting cultural heritage dossiers to
UNESCO has become more difficult and complicated

compared to previous years, as the organization takes
the issue more seriously,” he said.

“More stages have to be passed to meet the UNESCO’s
standards.”

Registration Difficult

The official said that in the 1980s, the submission of the
dossiers of cultural heritage sites was easier and every
country could submit as many as dossiers it wanted to
the UNESCO.

The dossiers included a short summary of the site’s his-
tory as well as the restoration projects carried out at the
site.

“However, today UNESCO demands more information
and the registration of a site on the global list has be-
come difficult,” he said.

Vatandoust said that UNESCO--in order to maintain
its credibility--has set more difficult conditions for the
global registration of sites.

“To better enforce the Global Heritage Convention, the
World Heritage Committee has set more limitations

with regard to the registration of cultural and natural
heritage sites,” he said.

Hara Forests

One of the unique natural sceneries along the Persian
Gulf coastlines in southern Iran is Hara mangrove for-
ests.

Hara forests are located near Qeshm Island and are

home to rare types of birds. The wild and unique nature
of the forest has made it a tourism destination.

Hara Protected Zone on Qeshm Island and near the
mainland is a biosphere reserve where commercial use
is restricted to fishing (mainly shrimp), boat trips and
limited mangrove cutting for animal feed.

The Hara tree, known also by its scientific name, Avi-
cennia marina, grows to a height of three to eight me-
ters and has bright green leaves and twigs. The tree is a
salt-water plant that is often submerged at high tide. It
usually blossoms and bears fruit from mid-July to Au-
gust, with yellow flowers and a sweet almond-like fruit.
The seeds fall into the water, where wave action takes
them to more stationary parts of the sea.

Hara forests cover an area of approximately 20 square
km, with many tidal channels. The traditional livestock
breeders of Qeshm Island use the leaves of Hara tree for
feeding livestock.

Persian Gardens

From the time of the Achaemenid Dynasty, the idea of
an earthly paradise spread through Persian literature
and example to other cultures.

The Avestan word pairidaeza, Old Persian paridaida,
Median paridaiza (a walled garden), was transliterated
into Greek paradeisoi, then rendered into the Latin par-
adisus, and from there entered European languages, e.g.,

W
X

FEEEr -

Avia

French paradis, German Paradies and English paradise.
The word entered Semitic languages as well: Akkadian
pardesu, Hebrew pardes, and Arabic firdaws.

As the word expresses, such gardens would have been
enclosed. The garden’s purpose was, and is, to provide
a place for protected relaxation in a variety of manners:
spiritual and leisurely (such as meetings with friends),
essentially a paradise on earth. The Persian word for
“enclosed space” was pairi-daeza, a term that was adopt-
ed by Christian mythology to describe the Garden of
Eden or paradise on earth.

Top Natural Attractions

Speaking on the sidelines of a recent meeting in To-
kyo, Mohammad Ali Fayyazi, secretary of the National
Committee of Ecotourism in Iran, said Iran is among top
countries in terms of natural potentials and attractions.
“Biodiversity, ecosystems, climatic diversity and exist-
ence of four seasons in Iran, as well as natural attrac-
tions coupled with the authentic Iranian culture, indi-
cate the high potentials for expanding ecotourism in the
country,” he was quoted as saying by IRNA.

The most ancient forests of the world with its unique
flora along the coast of Caspian Sea in northern Iran,
the unparalleled desert areas in central areas with salt
formations and beautiful sandy hills, Hara (mangrove)
forests in the southern coasts of the country as well as
Alborz and Zagros mountain ranges show Iran’s rich
natural resources.

Geographical landscapes and natural reserves are among
Iran’s tourism attractions that have created a suitable
opportunity for ecotourism nationwide.

The official emphasized that a survey of Iran’s natural
attractions and feasibility studies on tourism invest-
ments reveal that the ecotourism of Iran is an un-
matched economic resource.

Fayyazi noted that in view of its diverse flora and fauna,
Iran is among the top five countries blessed with com-
plete biodiversity, which also includes having four sea-
sons at any particular day of the year.

“Iran can host numerous tourists from all over the
world, especially Japan, in sectors such as mountaineer-
ing, natural therapy, desert tourism, coastal and water
sports, winter sports, anthropology and wild life,” he
said.

National Committee of Ecotourism in Iran’s future
plans include implementation of two national ecotour-
ism documents by preparing investment packages for
ecotourism sites and finalizing the collaboration of the
Organization of Forests, Rangelands and Watersheds,
and Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism
Organization for the proper utilization of forests and
rangelands in ecotourism activities.

“Other plans include making plans for regulating tar-
gets of the vision for ecotourism among members of
Economic Cooperation Organization, planning regional
and international educational seminars and organizing
activities of tour and travel agencies for utilizing the
services of ecotourism managers for launching ecotour-
ism tours.

Expanding ecotourism in Chabahar, examining the pro-
posal for launching the second geopark of the country
in this region and compiling the Iranian ecotourism at-
las are also on the committee’s agenda.

Iran’s Attractions
in Le Figaro

Le Figaro, one of the most authoritative French
newspapers, recently published photos of Iranian
attractions that Marco Polo visited during his trip
through Iran.

To take the photographs of monuments and tour-
ism destinations, which Marco Polo had mentioned
in his famous travelogue about Iran, a number of
Le Figaro’s photographers and reporters traveled
to Iran to retrace the route Marco Polo traversed
centuries ago during May 4-16, IRNA wrote.

They visited the ancient cities of Isfahan, Yazd,
Kerman, Tabriz, Kashan, Saveh and Tehran.

The event aimed at introducing Iran’s destinations
to the world.

The reporters of Le Figaro saw the historical mon-
uments of Tabriz’s Masjed-e Kaboud, Arg-e Rayn,
Zoroastrian Temple and caravansaries. They also
visited the ceremony of extracting rosewater in
Kashan.

Marco Polo (1254-1324) is probably the most fa-
mous westerner who traveled on the Silk Road. He
excelled all other travelers in his determination,
writing and influence. His journey through Asia
lasted 24 years.

Traveling further than any of his predecessors,
beyond Mongolia to China, Marco Polo became a
confidant of Kublai Khan (1214-94). He traveled
the whole of China and returned to tell the tale,
which became the most famous travelogue.

Marco Polo has referred to Iran as one of the most
exciting places in the world in his travelogue.
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Iran’s “Flying Shams”
to land in Konya

An Iranian troupe led by Pari Saberi is sched-
uled to reprise “The Flying Shams” in Konya,

home to the shrine of Iranian poet Molana
Jalal ad-Din Rumi (1207-1273).

The play, which has previously been per-
formed in Tehran, Paris, and Rome, will be
staged on September 30 to celebrate Rumi’s
birthday in the Turkish city.

The play, previously performed in Tehran in
1999, depicts Rumi’s first encounter with his
mentor Shams. Saberi received UNESCO’s
Avicenna medal in 2003 for the staging of this
drama along with the play “Mourning for Sia-
vosh”.

“The play went on stage in Iran, France and
Italy and now has been invited for perfor-

mance on Rumi’s birthday,” Saberi told the
Persian service of the Mehr News Agency.
“However, the onstage performance depends
upon resolving budget issues. Staging won’t be
possible unless financial support materializes,”
she added.

She went on to say that application has been
made to the Eastern Azerbaijan Province Of-

fice of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance to perform the play in Tabriz and
Khoy, but the exact date has not been final-
ized and further details are not yet available.
Saberi was awarded a Légion d’honneur medal
by former French president Jacques Chirac in
2004.

She has previously directed several plays
about Iranian luminaries, including Hafez and
Sadi as well as some stories from Shahnameh.
Photo: Pari Saberi’s troupe performs “The Fly-
ing Shams” at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall in an un-
dated photo. (Photo by Hamid Harasi)

ACTOR SIRUS HEMMATI PLANS TO VISIT

GABRIEL GARCIA MARQUEZ

Iranian actor Sirus Hemmati plans to visit Co-
lombian novelist Gabriel Garcia Marquez in
his trip to Colombia where he will perform
the play “Day of a Soldier”.

The visit has been arranged by London-based
Kali Theater Company, Hemmati has said.

The troupe left Iran on Tuesday to stage the
play, which is written and directed by Has-
san Bastani, the Persian service of Fars News
Agency reported on Tuesday.

“I hope I can take some photos and make a

short documentary of my visit with Garcia
Marquez”, he said, adding that the troupe
would return home on September 6.
According to director Bastani, the troupe will
be staging the play in several cities in Colom-
bia.

“Day of a Soldier” narrates the story of a sol-
dier who is struggling with himself and the
war. He abhors having to fight against another
human being in the war.

Sirus Hemmati and Farnush Farjandi are act-
ing in this play

Nima Literary Award Due

The Second Nima Literary Award, named after the great modern poet Nima Yushij, will be pre-

sented on September 30.

Dariush Me’mar, the award’s secretary, told ISNA that the awarding ceremony will be concur-
rent with commemoration of the renowned Persian poet Molana Jalaleddin Rumi on September
30. “The jury will award the best poetry book published in 2009,” he said, adding that ten top

authors will be praised.

Considered the father of modern Persian poetry, Nima was the 1st to start ‘She’r-e No’ (blank

verse) in Iran.

He was born in 1896 and died in 1960. Nima is most remembered for his works namely, ‘Myth’,

‘O, Night’ and ‘Maneli’.

Nima’s residence in Yush, Mazandaran province has been transformed into a museum.

Iranian doc explores
shattered lives of female
addicts in Tehran

Iranian filmmaker Rakhshan Bani-Etemad has directed a documentary
giving a unique depiction of the shattered lives of female drug addicts
admitted to Khane-ye Khorshid, a rehabilitation center in a poorer dis-
trict in southern Tehran.

“Khane-ye Khorshid Backyard” was screened for a huge crowd at the
Iranian Artists Forum on Tuesday after which Bani-Etemad was pre-
sent for a question and answer panel.

Supervised by the State Welfare Organization, Khane-ye Khorshid is
Tehran’s only rehabilitation center exclusively for female addicts.
“What I have depicted in this movie is only a small part of the prob-
lems addicted women in the capital Tehran face and the hardships
they suffer,” Bani-Etemad said after the film screening.

“Neither does our television dedicate a program airing these issues, nor
does our documentary cinema give it any coverage, and therefore the
realities of these problems in our society continue to remain a secret”,
she said regretfully.

“But I am pleased that such a great number of people have come here
to watch it. I hope events this one will be repeated. The cinema has a
hidden potential which needs to be discovered.”

She explained that the one-hour doc is part of “My Tehran” 10-episode
series, “Tehran can be studied from different points of view, but what
I discovered and depicted is the increasing pain and suffering of these
female addicts; and the organizations that felt no responsibility for al-
leviating any of this misery.

“In contrast to all this pain and suffering, I witnessed positive points
throughout the project, among them was the tremendous energy of the
officials in charge of the center, Leili Arshad and Sarvar Monshizadeh.
“I always felt full respect for these types of people who make their best
efforts for others. I always wondered if individuals like Monshizadeh
and Arshad were not among us, what would happen for these needy
individuals,” she explained. “The lives of women who sleep in streets,
who are beaten or who are raped is extremely painful.”

Bani-Etemad said that she is dedicating this doc to Setareh Farmanfar-
maian, regarded as the mother of scientific social workers in Iran, who
has put forth great efforts in the country.

She then talked about the activities going on in Khane-ye Khorshid
and said, “Although women living at this location are extremely op-
pressed, officials who run the center interact with them respectfully.
It would be good for these types of centers to be established in other
cities.”

In a brief summary, Leili Arshad said, “What you saw in the doc was
quite real without exaggeration. It depicts only a small portion of the
hard life female addicts must suffer.”

She also expressed regret over the lack of cooperation by the public
sector, hospitals and police.

The program was held in collaboration with the Association of Iranian
Documentary Producers.

Photo: Iranian filmmaker Rakhshan Bani-Etemad (R) directs camer-
awoman shooting a scene for “Khane-ye Khorshid Backyard”.
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Iran’s Supreme Leader:
No Negotiations With US

Iran’s supreme leader says his coun-
try will hold talks with the United
States only if the U.S. lifts its “sanc-
tions and threats” against Iran.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei told top
Iranian officialsin a speech Wednes-
day that President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad and others are right in
saying Iran is ready to negotiate on
its nuclear program. But he said no
discussions will be held with the
United States.

The U.S., the United Nations Se-
curity Council and the European
Union have issued tough new sanc-
tions related to Iran’s refusal to stop
enriching uranium.

The top U.S. military officer, Joint
Chiefs of Staff Chairman Admiral
Mike Mullen, earlier this month
said the United States has a plan to
attack Iran to prevent it from ob-
taining nuclear weapons. He said
he hopes the U.S. does not have to
use that option. Mullen said the
risk of Iran developing a nuclear
weapon is unacceptable.

Also Wednesday, Iran’s ambassador
to the International Atomic Energy
Agency urged the organization to

come to Iran’s defense against sanc-
tions from the U.N. Security Coun-
cil. Iranian news agency ISNA
quotes Ali Asghar Soltanieh as say-
ing the IAEA should know that Iran
has been cooperating to show its
goodwill and transparency.

Iran is under four sets of Security
Council resolutions for its nuclear
program, which many in the in-
ternational community suspect is
aimed at creating a nuclear weapon.
Iran denies the charge.

( Source VOA)

Barclaysagreestopay300-mil-
lion-dollar US sanctions fine
WASHINGTON — The British bank Barclays has agreed to pay almost 300

million dollars in fines for violating US sanctions on countries including
Cuba, Iran and Sudan, the US Justice Department said Wednesday.
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“The violations relate to transactions Barclays illegally conducted on behalf
of customers from Cuba, Iran, Sudan and other countries sanctioned in pro-
grams administered by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC),” the
Justice Department said in a statement.

And a top US justice official issued a harsh reprimand.

“Banks like Barclays will not be permitted to disregard sanctions put in place
by the US government,” warned Assistant Attorney General Lanny Breuer.

“Not just once, but numerous times over more than a decade, Barclays
stripped vital information out of payment messages that would have alerted
US financial institutions about the true origins of the funds,” he said.

“This serious conduct has now resulted in a serious sanction -- forfeiture of
298 million dollars, a public admission of its illegal acts, and the implementa-
tion of stringent compliance measures,” Breuer said.

OFAC’s chief meanwhile said Barclays’ evasion of US sanctions was organ-
ized and long-term.
“Barclays implemented practices designed to evade US sanctions for the ben-
efit of sanctioned countries and persons,” said OFAC Director Adam Szubin.
“The substantial economic benefit to sanctioned parties and the systemic na-
ture of the apparent violations could have resulted in a much more onerous
OFAC fine had Barclays not voluntarily self-disclosed and had it not cooper-
ated with OFAC throughout the investigation,” he said.
“This is the first settlement of this magnitude where OFAC determined that
all of the apparent violations were voluntarily self-disclosed by the bank,”
Szubin said of the hefty fine total.

(Source ADP)

U.S. presses Seoul to
close Iranian bank

The Seoul branch of Iran-based Mellat Bank
may be on the brink of shutting down as South
Korea is increasingly pressured to fully sup-
port U.S. sanctions on the Middle East nation.
Sources have said that the bank was found to
have engaged in “obscure” transactions during
a regular checkup on the bank recently con-
ducted by financial authorities here.

There were two other Iranian companies
operating in South Korea that were on the
Washington blacklist, but the fate of Mellat
appeared to be the trickiest issue, as the bank
handles most of the financial transactions for
South Korean companies doing business in
Iran.

Closing it down could be a symbolic yet em-
phatic gesture, those close to the matter said,
and also may help Washington persuade Chi-
na to follow South Korea’s example.

It also would mean, however, that South Ko-
rea may be at risk of losing its lucrative busi-
ness with Iran, not to mention access to its oil.
There are procedural issues to consider as
well, financial officials said, as the obscure
transactions must be of a significant level, or
else the bank’s financial health should be in
jeopardy in order for the government to jus-
tify a shut-down.

Officials so far have said they are considering
their options.

“Relations with both the U.S. and Iran are
important to us,” said one Foreign Ministry
official.

South Korea has a strong alliance with the
U.S., but it also has a multi-billion dollar trade
business with Iran.

Iran also exports oil to South Korea, which
has no significant natural resources of its own.
The U.S. Treasury Department on Tuesday
announced the detailed enforcement regula-
tions regarding Washington’s new sanctions
on Iran it unveiled earlier this year in addi-
tional measures to punish Iran after the U.N.
Security Council issued sanctions of its own
in June. The accusation against Iran is that it
has engaged in unauthorized development of
nuclear weapons programs.

The sanctions were designed to effectively
prevent the financing of Iran’s alleged nuclear
weapons development program and isolate
Iran from international society as the U.S. is
at the center of global financial systems.
Those who fail to abide by Washington’s sanc-
tions are to be fined up to $250,000 or twice
the amount of the transaction. If found to be
an intentional refusal to uphold the sanctions,
they could be fined by up to $1 million and
serve 20 years in jail.

South Korea, as a member of the U.N,, is
bound to adhere to the organization’s sanc-
tions on Iran, but not those stipulated by
Washington.

Yet, many believe Seoul will have no choice
but to comply, as the U.S. has been clear about
seeking South Korea’s support when the State
Department’s financial adviser Robert Ein-
horn visited early this month.

The Iranian government appeared to be dis-
turbed by the forecasts, as reflected in com-
ments by the Iranian ambassador here in re-
cent interviews, during which he warned that
South Korean firms would forfeit their Irani-
an markets if Seoul joined the U.S. sanctions.

(Source: The Korean Herald)
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IRAN TO UNVEIL ARRAY
OF WEAPONS NEXT WEEK

Defence Minister Ahmad Vahidi said on Tuesday that Iran will unveil next week
an array of weapons, including missiles, speedboats and a long range drone, the
ISNA news agency reported.

Two missiles, Qiam (Rising) and the third generation Fateh 110 (Conqueror)
would be tested next week when Iran marks the annual government week, Va-
hidi said in reference to the Iranian week which starts on Saturday.

Iran will also unveil the long-range drone, Karar, he said using the nickname of
revered Shiite Imam Ali.

On Sunday Iran launches its annual government week which runs until August
30 and is an occasion to showcase Tehran’s achievements.

Iran has previously paraded a version of Fateh 110 which has a travel range of
150 to 200 kilometres (90 to 125 miles), but the range of the surface-to-surface
Qiam missile was not reported by ISNA on Tuesday.

Vahidi said production lines of two missile-carrying speedboats, Seraj (Lamp)
and Zolfaqar (named after Imam Ali’s sword) would also be opened next week.

Vahidi said the unveiling of these weapons indicate that “sanctions have had no
impact on us, but made us more experienced and self-sufficient.”

Iranian officials regularly boast about the Islamic republic’s military capabili-
ties and Vahidi’s announcements come at a time when local officials have been
warning against any attack on the Islamic republic.

Tehran’s archfoes, the United States and Israel have not ruled out a military
strike against Iran to stop its controversial nuclear programme.

Last week a top commander from the Revolutionary Guards said Iran will mass
produce replicas of the Bladerunner 51, often described as the world’s fastest
boat, and equip them with weapons to be deployed in the Gulf.

Also on August 8, Iran took delivery of four new mini-submarines of the home-
produced Ghadir class. Weighing 120 tonnes, the “stealth” submarines are aimed
at operations in shallow waters, notably in the Gulf.

Its judiciary chief has temporarily suspended the sentence from being carried
out to allow the case to be examined.

Officials in the Islamic republic maintain the woman was handed the stoning
sentence for adultery and for being an accomplice in her husband’s murder.

Iran frequently accuses Britain of meddling in its internal affairs, and last year
alleged London had fuelled opposition protests in the unrest which followed the
disputed presidential election. (AFP)

Iran’s “"Flying Shams” to land in Konya

An Iranian troupe led by Pari Saberi is scheduled to reprise “The Flying Shams” in Konya,
home to the shrine of Iranian poet Molana Jalal ad-Din Rumi (1207-1273).

The play, which has previously been performed in Tehran, Paris, and Rome, will be
staged on September 30 to celebrate Rumi’s birthday in the Turkish city. Page 4
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