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Permanent Hair Removal by

Intense Pulsed Light (IPL)

IPL is a great way to get rid of unwanted
hair and avoid regular shaving or waxing.

Full Body
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Persian Cuisine
A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing
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BURNT CITY

Richest Mideast Bronze Age Site

One of the largest and richest Bronze Age sites in Iran
and the Middle East is located in the southwestern Ira-
nian province of Sistan-Baluchestan.

Located near the city of Zabol, the Burnt City extends
over 300,000 hectares. The ancient site has been attract-
ing Iranian and international archeologists for nearly a
century.

Founded in 3200 BCE, the city fell into ruins in 2100 BCE
after being burnt down thrice and not being rebuilt after
the last fire, Presstv reported.

Four civilizations existed in the city and its ruins show
that it consisted of residential districts in the northeastern
part, an industrial area and a large cemetery along with
memorial buildings.

Extensive Relations

The city is believed by some to have been the capital of
an ancient civilization that flourished on the banks of
Helmand River for more than 1,000 years and had exten-
sive commercial, political and social relations with other
important cities in the region’s northeastern and western
areas.

The first generation to live in the Burnt City had estab-
lished relations with the inhabitants of the eastern and
northeastern parts of ancient Persia, Central Asia and
Quetta--the largest city and provincial capital of Paki-
stan’s Baluchistan province.

Seals, discovered in Burnt City, Mishmahig Island (Bah-
rain), Kuwait and southern Khvarvaran in modern Iraq
indicate that second generation relations continued with
Central Asia.

The third and fourth generations of Burnt City inhabit-
ants maintained relations with northern and eastern re-
gions before they gradually broke off.

Excavations

British scholar Orwell Stein was the first to spot the Burnt
City’s site in 1915. A team of archeologists from the Ital-
ian Institute for the Middle East and Oriental studies
began excavating the area in the 1960s. The Italian team
found more than 200 graves before their project was halt-
ed in the late 1970s.

In 1997, Iranian cultural heritage experts resumed exca-
vations at the ancient site after an 18-year hiatus. The Ira-
nian team initially focused on the burial sites and in 1999
extended their excavations to the residential areas.

Most of the excavated areas date back to 2700-2300 BCE
and have yielded hundreds of objects and relics, which
are currently being studied by the experts of Iran’s Cul-
tural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization
(ICHHTO).

Oldest Animated Object

One of the most significant findings of the Burnt City is
a cream-colored clay goblet that was discovered in 1983
by Italian archeologists while excavating a 5,000-year-old
tomb.

Five consecutive images drawn around the rare chalice
portray a goat moving toward a tree and eating its leaves.
The combined images are considered to be the oldest
known piece of ‘animated’ object.

Iranian director Mohsen Ramezani filmed an 11-minute
documentary called The Tree of Life, for which he used
the illustrations on the goblet to show the movement of
the wild goat toward a tree in five consecutive images.
This wild goat image was later adopted as the symbol of
ASIFA, the Association of Iranian Animation Films.
Other excavations at the Burnt City have revealed fish-
ing nets and hooks, which suggest that fishing was one of
the means of livelihood for the inhabitants of the ancient
city. This is also evident in the recurrent use of fish pat-

terns on the earthenware found at the site.

Artificial Eyeball

In December 2006, archaeologists stumbled upon another
piece of utmost significance, an artificial eyeball which
subsequent research revealed was the first prosthesis to
have been used by man.

The eyeball was found on a 1.82-meter tall female skel-
eton, much taller than ordinary women of her time, and

dated back to between 2900 and 2800 BCE.

The eyeball had a hemispherical form with a diameter of
just over 2.5 cm and was made of very light material. The
surface was covered with a thin golden layer, engraved
with a central circle to represent the iris.

The eye was held in place with a golden thread, which
went through tiny holes drilled on both sides of the eye.
Microscopic studies showed that the eye socket bore im-
prints of the golden thread, which suggest that the eye-
ball had been worn during its owner’s lifetime.

Other Findings

Another medical find was the oldest sample of brain sur-
gery, conducted on a 13-year-old girl suffering from hy-
drocephalic.

Among the other valuable archeological items that the
site has yielded are the oldest known backgammon set,
dice and caraway seeds as well as numerous metallurgical
finds such as slag and crucible pieces.

One of the major finds in the Burnt City were the ruins of
a large building with 17 rooms in 1999, which contained
various objects such as seals, fabrics, wooden and stone
tools, and earthenware.

The structure, which seems to have been a public monu-
ment, also had two staircases one of which was composed
of eight mud-brick steps and the first of its kind dating to
the third millennium BCE.

More than 100 mounds were also discovered in the area,
which are believed to have been villages surrounding the
Burnt City.

Despite the current dry weather conditions of the area,
experts say it used to enjoy a moderate climate in ancient
times with various floras, including trees such as the
weeping willow, maple and white poplar.

The first phase of excavations revealed clay water pipes
running through the whole city and studies showed that
Helmand River and its many branches irrigated Burnt
City farms.

Experts say around 20,000 graves exist in the city’s cem-
etery, which was first unearthed in 1972. The graves
provided scientists with skeletal remains of Burnt City
inhabitants, which in turn yielded valuable information
about their lifestyle.

Many of the inhabitants were found with signs of arthritis
and the oldest individual living in the city was a woman
who had died at the age of 60.

Recent studies showed that female inhabitants of the

Burnt City outlived the male members of their commu-
nity.

In June 2009, Iranian archeologists announced that the
city’s men died between the ages of 35 and 45, while
women lived well into their 80s.

They also found that the area witnessed considerable
population drops and that the number of female inhabit-
ants of the area was more than the male’s.

Demographic Studies

Despite previous research, which estimated the number
of people to have lived in the Burnt City to have been
5,000, the most recent demographical studies assessed the
figure to have been more than 6,000.

Based on archeological findings, the city was an industrial
and artistic center and its inhabitants were a race of both
farmers and craftsmen.

Unique forms of jewelry and accessories found at the site
prove the artistry and creativity of these people and re-
veal the methods they used in making such products.
Golden and azure necklaces, which were discovered in a
grave, helped archeologists to find out the way people of
the Burnt City used primitive tools to create such exqui-
site pieces.

Upon closer examination of necklaces, experts discovered
that the craftsmen cut sheets of gold less than a millime-
ter thin, turned them into cylindrical shapes and adorned
them by placing the azure stone in the middle.

A number of pots were unearthed with traces of paint,
suggesting that people of the Burnt City also painted clay
pots.

The discovered earthenware mostly includes simple
bowls, drinking cups and water bottles.

Given the fact that many clay pots and earthenware were
found inside graves, archeologists say most of the Burnt
City inhabitants believed in life after death and therefore
buried dishes, water and other objects of daily use with
the deceased so that they could use them in their other
life.

Some graves even had garlic cloves, which according to
some archeologists, originates from the traditional belief
that garlic can expel wicked spirits out of the home.

More Discoveries

The whole area was also covered with pottery shards
most of which seem to have been pieces broken in the
process of making pottery.

The shards were believed to have been used as a kind of
pavement.

Traces of pottery kilns were discovered at the city, which
can be a reason for the destruction of the city’s natural
resources as for example trees were cut to be used in kilns.
Different types of earthenware, stone utensils, mosaic
works, fabric and straw mats discovered at the site show
that the people of Burnt City were engaged in diverse in-
dustrial activities.

Some 12 plain and colorful fabrics have been found at the
ancient site so far, testifying to the advanced fabric indus-
try in the city.

Studies conducted on 40 teeth unearthed in the Burnt
City necropolis showed people used their teeth to weave
baskets and other handmade products with reeds from
Lake Hamoun.

In the Burnt City, using teeth as a tool was common
among men and women of different age groups.

A grave even provided anthropologists with evidence of
a murder, as the head of the victim was buried with the
murder weapon placed under its feet.

Among other findings are stone beads, a clay Elamite in-
scription, small clay figurines in the form of animals and
different metal and wooden tools.

In one of the most recent discoveries, a team of Iranian
and British anthropologists identified a male camel rider
while doing research on human remains from the 3rd
millennium BCE.

Further studies revealed bone trauma in the skeleton,
which suggested that the man had most probably been a
messenger spending most of his life on camel back.

Close examinations showed that the rider used to gather
up a leg while riding, which is something that one usually
does while riding a camel over long distances.
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FARHADI BEGINS SHOOTING “SEPARATION
OF NADER AND SIMIN”

The shooting of Asgahr Farhadi’s new film
“Separation of Nader and Simin” began on
Friday.

Mahmaud Kalari is the cameraman of the
production starring Leila Hatami and Shahab
Hosseini, the Persian service of ISNA report-
ed. Merila Zarei, Peyman Ma’adi, Sareh Bay-
at, Sarina Farhadi, Babak Karimi, Ali-Asghar
Shahbazi, and Shirin Yazdani are members of
the cast.

The family drama tells the story of a couple
named Nader and Simin, who are getting a di-
vorce, but the tutorship of their child is caus-

ing trouble for them.

The crew will spend over two months shoot-
ing the project in Tehran.

Farhadi’s films are of the mystery and sus-
pense genre. His previous efforts “Fireworks
Wednesday” and “About Elly” have won ac-
colades in international events.

His latest movie, “About Elly”, won him a
Silver Bear for best director at the Berlinale
20009.

The flick also represented Iranian cinema in
the category of Best Foreign Language Film at
the 82nd Annual Academy Awards in 2010.

UNESCO Registers
Khorasan Bakhshi Music

The United Nations Educational, Scientific

-

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has
registered the Persian folk music ‘Bakhshi’
of Khorasan province on its List of Intangible
Heritage.

A proposal for this was submitted by Iran’s
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism
Organization to UNESCO last year along with
documents on Khorasan’s ‘Ta’zieh’ (Ashura
passion play), traditional sport ‘Zourkhaneh’
and tribal carpet weaving.

These were recently registered with the in-
ternational body as Iran’s intangible heritage,
Fars News Agency reported.

In north Khorasan, one can easily find the
Bakhshis singing and playing the traditional
instrument ‘dotar’. They claim that the ori-
gin of their name can be found in the Persian
word ‘bakhshandeh’ (donor, bestower of gifts)
because of the musical gift that God has be-
stowed upon them. The Bakhshis are inhabit-
ants of Qouchan, Shirvan, and Esfarayen cit-
ies.

Construction Project
Threatening Hamedan
Mound

An ancient mound believed to date back to
the Parthian era is being threatened by a pro-
ject for the construction of a large ground for
Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha prayers in the
city of Hamedan.

The mound, which is known as Tappeh

Mosalla, has been used as a place for the two
major Islamic prayers for decades.

Ruins of a Parthian castle on the mound were
demolished about two years ago when the site
was selected as the location for construction
of the prayer ground, a member of Hamedan
City Council, Mehrnoush Najafi-Ragheb, told
the Persian service of CHN.

Arcaeologists believe that the mound belongs
to a range of ancient mounds known as Sang-
Shir (Stone Lion) and Ecbatana (Place of As-
sembly), of which the latter was used by the
Kassites, Medes and Achaemenids.

The mounds all are located in the urban area
of the city of Hamedan.

Artifacts previously found at the mound show
that the site was used for military purposes
during the Parthian era.

Despite the evidence, no archeological study
was carried out before the construction pro-
ject was launched. The site also witnessed an
environmental tragedy, as more than 400 trees
were cut down on the mound to make way for
the construction project, and many more are
expected to be cut when the project advances.

Safavid Cannon
Barrels Discovered

Two Safavid cannon barrels, along with a
metal ball, were discovered on Thursday in
the southern city of Bandar Abbas during a
wastewater excavation operation.

“The discovery was made on Taleqani Boule-
vard in an area between the old dock of the
city and the Safavid era customhouse,” direc-
tor of Bandar Abbas Regional Electric Com-
pany, Mohyeddin Khatib, told the Persian
service of Mehr News Agency.

“The first barrel was uncovered at 12 midnight
on Thursday by a mechanical shovel digging
at a depth of three meters and the second one,
along with a metal ball, was found a few hours
later,” added Khatib, who is also the contrac-
tor for the regional drainage system.

Each barrel, weighing approximately 300 kg,
were buried under piles of stone and mortar.
The customhouse, known by the residents as
the gazebo, was built by the Dutch in 1698
during the Safavid era (1502-1736).

Persian gardens catalogue for
Venice Biennale published

The two Iranian provinces of Fars and West Azerbaijan have recently
signed an agreement to boost their bilateral cultural collaboration.
Based on the agreement, Iranian and foreign experts invited to the in-
ternational congress on Hafez in October will discuss semantic rela-
tionships among the poetry of Hafez, Shams and Rumi, Fars governor
general’s deputy Hamed Dahganan told the Persian service of ISNA
on Friday.

Born in the city of Tabriz, Shams lived together with Rumi in Konya
for several years. Shams was immortalized in Rumi’s collection of po-
etry named the “Divan of Shams ad-Din of Tabriz”. Shams is buried in
Khoy, West Azerbaijan.

Also, officials in Khoy will be holding a Shams international congress
in November, where experts from Fars will actively participate, he re-
marked.

This will help introduce Persian poets to the world in the most effec-
tive way possible.

14 filmmakers focusing on
ethics in Iran

Fourteen Iranian directors are participating in a project, in which they are
scheduled to make short films on the theme of ethics in Iranian society.
The project has been organized by the Art Bureau, the Persian service of
the Mehr News Agency reported on Monday.

Abdorreza Kahani, Farzad Motamen, Shahed Ahmadlu, Bijan Mirbagqeri,
Shahram Mokri, Hamid Nematollah, Mohammad-Ali Bashe-Ahangar, Va-
hid Musaian, and Mohsen Amir-Yusefi are among the filmmakers.
Bahram Tavakkoli, Bairam Fazli, Naqi Nemati, Ali Shah-Hatami, and
Parviz Sheikhtadi are other participants in the project.

“Rain” by Musaian, “Chicken” by Ahmadlu, “Glass Room” by Sheikhtadi
and “The Child and the Wind” are some parts of the project, which must
be completed until the end of October 2010.

The Art Bureau, which is affiliated with the Islamic Ideology Dissemina-
tion Organization, will debut the short films in February during the 29th
Fajr International Film Festival in Tehran.

The bureau plans to publish the short films in a collection and sell them on
the Iranian home video network.

Don’t Miss us at
www.persianweekly.co.uk

lis and wild goats as well as guns from
illegal hunters.

Police said trespassers have been
plaguing the conservation areas
around the central province of Isfa-
han, leading to complaints from en-
vironmental activists.

Officers have now issued a warning
to hunters, many of whom are armed,
that they risk arrest and prosecution.
The police say hunters had previ-
ously been arrested for possession of
illegal arms and hunting in the chee-
tah’s habitat.

Crackdown Against
Cheetah Hunters

A crackdown has been launched on
illegal hunters stalking the endan-
gered species of Asiatic cheetah in
central Iran amid rising concerns
over its extinction.

Environmental activists took five
hunters into custody while patrolling
the cheetah conservation area, IRNA
reported on Saturday.

Conservation agents and police
seized the corpses of six Ovis orienta-
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Iran distances itself from
insult to Bruni-Sarkozy

Kanhyan, a state-run newspaper con-
sidered a mouthpiece of the conserva-
tive Islamic regime of Iran called Car-
la Bruni-Sarkozy, France’s first lady a
‘prostitute’ in an editorial after she ve-
hemently criticized the Iranian gov-
ernment’s decision to stone a woman
to death.

In an open letter, published on Bruni-
Sarkozy’s website, the former model
said:“Spill your blood, deprive your
children of their mother

The responding editorial in the news-
paper by a representative of the Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei branded Bruni a hypocrite who
herself has had a checkered love life
and numerous relationships with
high-profile celebrities.

However, the Iranian government
distanced itself from the remarks and
asked the media to use more temper-
ate language.

[Interview :

Spokesperson
Iranian Foreign Ministry] “Insulting
the officials of other countries and

Ramin Mehmanparast,

using inappropriate words, this is not
approved of by the Islamic Republic
of Iran. The policies, the manners and
the comments of other countries’ of-
ficials, we criticize them, we make
objections to them and we call for
reviewing their deeds, but we don’t
think using inappropriate and insult-
ing words is the right thing to do- our
media should be careful.”

Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, a
43-year-old mother of two, was con-
victed in May 2006 for having an ‘il-
licit relationship’ with two other men
after the murder of her husband and
was sentenced to 99 lashes.

Later that year she was convicted of
adultery and sentenced to death by
stoning.

Protesters in many cities across the
globe have denounced Ashtiani’s
stoning sentence.

On Saturday around 300 people from
various human rights groups demon-
strated in Paris urging Iran to lift her
death sentence.

UAE biggest
investor in Iran's
power sector

The United Arab Emirates com-
panies invested nearly $720 mil-
lion in Iranian power projects last
year, becoming the largest foreign
direct investor in the country's en-
ergy sector, writes the state owned
Emirates 24/7 website. ""The UAE
has invested $720 million in the
construction of a gas power plant
as well as a combined cycle power
plant in Isfahan and Shiraz; Ger-
many has invested $445 million in
construction of the Pareh-Sar com-
bined cycle power,"" confirmed
Iran's Ministry of Energy. Germa-
ny came second with investments
worth $445 million in its energy
sector, taking the tally to more than
$1.16b last year.

According to International Mon-
etary Fund, foreign investment

in Iran has risen by 87 percent to
more than $3 billion in 2009.

Iran's Minister of Economic Affairs
and Finance, Shamseddin Hossei-
ni, said recently that the country
ranked sixth in attracting foreign
investment in spite of the fact that
foreign investment witnessed a
35 percent growth decline in the
world. Iran's Foreign Investment
Package law which encourages and
supports foreign investments of-
fers investments in power sector
on the basis of Build-Own-Operate
(BOO) and Build-Operate-Transfer
(BOT). Currently, 54 plants are in
the construction phase with capac-
ity to produce 34, 129 megawatts
of power by private sector with an
investment of $19 billion on BOO
basis while contracts for five plants
with capacity of 4,267 megawatts
have been awarded to private firms
with investment of $2.4b. (Source:
utilities-me.com)

U.S. HAS EASY
TIME WITH IRAN

The United States, including Lakers star
Lamar Odom, blew out Iran score-wise in
the basketball game between the two teams
in the FIBA World Championship in Istanbul
on Wednesday with an 88-51 victory over the
Islamic Republic.

But Iran may have won a smaller victory. It
may have prompted the otherwise lightly clad
Ukrainian cheerleaders to dress a little more
conservatively for the game.

Patrick Baumann, secretary-general of the In-
ternational Basketball Federation (FIBA), said
“special arrangements” had been made prior
to the game on Wednesday regarding the
dancers’ outfits to respect cultural sensitivi-
ties, reported Reuters.

“It is a balance between respecting the culture
and making sure basketball delivers all the
pace, excitement and entertainment that goes
with the World Championship,” the news
agency quoted him as saying at a news con-
ference.

The outfits donned by the Ukrainian cheer-
leaders of the Red Foxes dance troupe dur-
ing the Iran-U.S. game differed greatly from
the costumes the women wore during other
matches.

Take the recent game between Greece and the
Ivory Coast in which they danced on the bas-
ketball arena in leopard-print halter tops with
matching tights.

During such performances, Iranian officials
reportedly have stood up and turned their
backs. Some of them left prior to the cheer-
leaders’ routine during the Iranian-American
match Wednesday.

On the other hand, news reports say dancers
were completely absent from the arena during
Turkey’s games.

Iran to resume gas
export to Turkey

Iran’s natural gas flow to Turkey would
be resumed within the next seven days
after it was halted because of an explo-

sion on August 25, an official with the
National Iranian Gas Company said
here on Monday.

The Mehr News Agency quoted Vali-
ollah Dini as saying that, “Based on an
announcement by the (Turkish pipe-
line operator) Botas, gas exports to Tur-
key would be resumed within the next
seven days.”

The overnight blast, allegedly car-
ried out by the separatist Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), forced Turkish
authorities to shut down the conduit
in the country’s eastern city of Agri,
which borders Iran.

The repair work is ongoing on the Iran-

Turkey gas pipeline, Dini added.

Last month, a similar blast occurred in
another section of the pipeline close
to the eastern Turkish town of Dog-
ubayazit, near Iran’s border. When the
explosion on July 21 halted gas flows, it
took 10 days to fix the pipeline.

Iran is Turkey’s second largest supplier
of natural gas after Russia, exporting 10
billion cubic meters of gas each year.
Turkey uses gas to fire half of its power
plants.

Iran’s gas exports to Turkey in 2009
amounted to roughly $7 billion, Press
TV reported.
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WORLD MUST PREPARE FOR

IRAN MILITARY OPTION: BLAIR

Former British premier Tony Blair warned in an interview on Wednesday that the in-
ternational community may have ‘no alternative’ to taking military action against Iran
if it develops a nuclear weapon.

“I am saying that I think it is wholly unacceptable for Iran to have a nuclear weapons
capability and I think we have got to be prepared to confront them, if necessary mili-
tarily,” he said in extracts pre-released by the BBC from an interview to publicise his
memoirs. “I think there is no alternative to that if they continue to develop nuclear
weapons.

They need to get that message loud and clear.” Blair expanded on the point in his book,
which is being published Wednesday, saying that while a nuclear-armed Iran would
pose a threat to the West, the real danger would come with its ability to boost Islamic
extremism. “Let us be frank: Iran is a far more immediate threat to its Arab neighbours
than it is to America” or Britain, he wrote in the memoir, which recounts his experi-
ences during his decade as prime minister from 1997 to 2007. “That’s why Iran matters.
Iran with a nuclear bomb would mean others in the region acquiring the same capa-
bility; it would dramatically alter the balance of power in the region, but also within
Islam.” Western powers and Israel accuse Iran of trying to build a nuclear arsenal.

Iran, which on Saturday began loading fuel into its Russian-built first nuclear power

plant, denies the allegations, saying its programme is for civil energy purposes only.
(AFP)

Iran should be prepared for every
imaginable scenario: general

The former commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps has said that Iran
should prepare to respond to various scenarios since the country is in a complicated
situation.

“We are already in an extremely complicated situation and future events cannot be pre-
dicted and we do not have control over them... and we should prepare ourselves for all
scenarios and should not let sanctions become problematic for us in the future,” former
IRGC commander Major General Yahya Rahim Safavi said on Sunday.

Commenting on the UN Security Council’s latest sanctions resolution and other uni-
lateral sanctions imposed on Iran, Safavi said, “In my view, the coalition for the war on
Saddam Hussein, the same coalition, with its political, economic, and cultural charac-
teristics, has been reestablished.”

In other words, certain countries from Europe and other parts of the world, with the
United States in the lead, which could not realize their hostile plot against Iran during
the 1980-1988 war with Iraq, are making efforts to create problems for the Islamic Re-
public by imposing economic sanctions, mounting political pressure, and attempting to
increase tension inside the country, he opined. Thus, Iran should be prepared for every
imaginable scenario, he added
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