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Permanent Hair Removal by

Intense Pulsed Light (IPL)

IPL is a great way to get rid of unwanted
hair and avoid regular shaving or waxing.

Full Body
£300.00

Limited Offer
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Persian Cuisine
A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing
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Replacement Vehicle, Repair, Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation
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Some Progress in Wildlife Preservation:

Yellow Deer Population
Increasing in Fars

Population of the rare Persian yellow deer, which has been
recognized as a highly endangered species, is gradually in-
creasing in Miankotal, Fars province.

Husseinali Ebrahimi, head of province’s Department of
Environment (DoE) told Mehr News Agency that 16 years

hectares, which he said is “inadequate” for the growing
numbers.

Their numbers have been gradually increasing and “there-
fore their habitat must be expanded”.

A second phase of the plan to revive the yellow deer is

ago seventeen deer of this species were moved from Dasht-
e Naz Protected Zone in Mazandaran province to Mianko-
tal Protected Zone to help revive the species in the area.
Miankotal is a mountain forest region on the western flank
of Fars and in the vicinity of two other protected zones,
namely Arzhan and Parishan.

“The Persian yellow deer is accustomed to mountain
weather and live naturally in plains covered with forest,”
Ebrahimi said. Miankotal has been identified as a suitable
habitat for the animal by conservationists because it has
the necessary environmental conditions and protection
measures the animal needs to grow and reproduce, the
DoE official said.

The areas where the yellow deer dwells have been sepa-
rated from the rest of the zone by fences.

“Rangers patrol the area round-the-clock to help protect
the animals against any threat, in particular from illegal
hunters and poachers,” he added.

Several studies have been conducted on the yellow deer
population in recent years by experts to save and protect
the animal. Annual headcount of the animal and strict
monthly monitoring of the region are some of the meas-
ures that have been taken in more recent times.

Pointing to the national plan to protect the deer now un-
derway in all protected zones across the country, Ebrahimi
said a team of environmentalists are working to remove
shortcomings and hurdles to the plan.

“In spite of the unfavorable weather conditions plus
droughts that in recent years badly affected the region, the
number of Persian yellow deer has increased significantly,”
he said, implying that the progress was due to the regular
and efficient monitoring of its population in the area.

He announced the birth of 12 fawns in the current Iranian
year (started March 21) alone as delightful.

“The yellow deer population reached 72 in Miankotal after
the dozen fawns were born,” the official said.

Currently the deer population lives in an area covering 100

underway in the region and the animal’s habitat will be
expanded by 400 hectares.

Distinct and Diverse

The natural environment of Iran is enchanting. Every part
of the country has something special to offer in wildlife
and plant species thanks to the difference in temperature,
climate and geographical features, reported Iranembassy.
org. As far as the environment is concerned, Tehran prov-
ince has ten protected areas -- the oldest ones are the
200-year-old national parks Khojir and Sorkheh Hessar.
The two are the oldest of their kind known in recent mem-
ory. An important feature of the province’s wildlife is the
Central Alborz Ram (Ovis Vignei Arkali). The species is a
blend of the Armenian and oreal rams, with black mane
and frontwards spiral horns. They live in rough highlands
and migrate depending on the season. Their breeding time
is late autumn and births are usually in summer, bearing
usually a couple of cubs.

The best time for visiting the wildlife habitats, as far as va-
riety and scenery is concerned, is spring and late autumn.
Hamadan province has two protected environmental sites,
one in the west is Assadabad and the other in the east is
Lashkar. The latter hosts antelopes, ibex, ram, ewe and
leopard. The area’s famous ewe bird is found in the high
plains of Assadabad. Among the other forms of wildlife
in the area are various types of birds of prey like Delijeh
falcon, hawk, falcon, sparrow hawk and Balaban falcon as
well as other migratory birds like the geese, ducks, and the
yellow partridge.

In Abundance

Antelopes and ibexes are in abundance in the highlands.
The latter has a pair of sword-like horns 140 cm long with
a beard and a dark strap around the lower neck and chest
which adds to the beauty to the animal. The region’s ante-
lope and ibex sometimes weigh up to 60 kilograms and live

as long as 14 years. They live in rough rocky terrain and
mover rather easily.

Khorasan region has six protected environment zones
among which Tandoureh National Park in west Daregaz is
the most important. This park has significant heights, deep
valley’s and an evergreen plant life which makes it one of
the major living places for the Oreal ram. Antelope, ibex
and leopard are seen insignificant numbers in this region.
There are also gazelles in Mehrouyeh site in southwest Es-
farayen. Among the other protected zones are Sarigol in
the east and Salouk to the west; both mountainous regions
are home to the Oreal ram and ewe. Still another is the Sa-
rani region bordering the former Soviet Union where there
are plenty of juniper trees which make it an ideal living
place for Oreal ram. Gharakhood region is also located in
this province.

Major wildlife species of the region include the Oreal ram
and ewe, antelope ibex, Jir, leopard, partridge, Caucasian
partridge, yellow, partridge, grouse and various types of
birds of prey and migratory birds. The Oreal ram is the
largest of its kind in Iran. It has long white beard and spiral
horns that lend it a certain grandeur. It lives in rocky hills
with small trees and is best seen in late autumn. However
the natural habitat also has its own unique attraction in
late spring.

Uncommon Species

Kerman province has two protected environmental sites.
One is a wildlife resort named Khabar va Rouchoum south
of Baft . To the north is the Khabar range covered with
tropical trees including wild pistachio. A peculiar species
of deer known as Khabir lives in the southern regions.
Another wildlife resort is Mehrouyeh on the southern pan
where the Jiroft bird, francolin and black bear live. Gener-
ally wildlife in Kerman province consists of the ram, ewe,
antelope, ibex, deer, Jir, leopard, black bear, and birds like
partridge, yellow partridge, Caucasian partridge, the Jirofi
Bird, grouse and francolin as well as migratory birds and
birds of prey. The Jiroft type which is bit smaller than a
chicken sings beautifully and lives on tall bushes and trees.
Its living places are the Persian Gulf region and the south-
ern pans of Kerman province.

Best times to tour the region are in early spring and early
autumn.

There are six protected environment zones in Fars prov-
ince the most important one of which is Bamu National
Park; with its suitable plant life on the southeastern flank
and its wildlife: ram, ewe, antelope, ibex, deer, leopard,
partridge and yellow partridge.

The second protected area is Bakhtagan located to the east
of the province where the two lakes Bakhtagan and Teshk
have provided the most suitable living place for migratory
birds like the crane and flamenco.

Zagross Range

The third area is more significant as it used to provide
shelter for the Persian lion and yellow deer. This region is
located between Shiraz and Kazeroun and is the venue of
the two lakes Arjan and Parishan in the central part that
is home to migratory birds like cranes and geese. In recent
years, a number of yellow deer have been released in this
region across the Zagross forest range.

Still another protected area in Fars province is the Bahram-
I Gur zone in the east which is one of the dwelling places
of the Iranian zebra and panther.

The tropical zone of Hermed in the south is another pro-
tected area. Generally, wildlife in Fars province consists
of ram, ewe, antelope, ibex, Jir, panther, zebra, partridge,
yellow partridge, grouse and various types of migratory
birds. One of the most important birds of Bakhtagan and
Bahram-I Gur regions is the bustard. It is a protected spe-
cies usually hunted by falcons.

This bird which is of high interest in the Persian Gulf area
is becoming extinct elsewhere except Iran. It weighs about
two kilograms and lives and lays eggs in southern Iran. It
looks like a she turkey.

Early spring is the best season for visiting this province.
The Jiroft bird which is a bit smaller than a chicken sings
beautifully and lives on tall bushes and trees. ‘

The most impressive quality of wildlife and the environ-
ment, however, is found where there is a rich natural
habitat. Among such areas are the ones surrounding lake
Uremia, the Caspian region in the north and the Hamoon
region to the southeast.
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IRANIANS WIN TOP PRIZES AT U.S. PHO-

TOGRAPHY EXHIBIT

The 2010 PSA International Exhibition of
Photography recently honored a number of
Iranian photographers with gold, silver and
bronze medals.

Zeynab Arabi won a gold medal in the Pho-
tojournalism Open Section Awards for her
“Untitled 1” depicting an old woman behind
a wall in a mosque.

Meanwhile Mohammad Tavakkoli received a
silver medal in the Photojournalism Human
Interest Section Awards for his “Sadness” por-
traying an Iranian baby boy weeping during a
mourning ceremony for Imam Hussein (AS).

Tavakkoli also received honorable mention
for his “Cowed” in the Photojournalism Open
Section Awards. The 27-year-old photogra-
pher works for Hamshahri, a Persian daily
that has the largest circulation in Iran.
“Jumping” by Alireza Hassanzadehfard and
“Operation” by Amin Nazari were awarded
bronze medals in the Photojournalism Open
Section Awards.

The exhibition is organized annually by the
Photographic Society of America (PSA),
which was founded in 1934 to promote the
art and science of photography.

World War II documents
found in bag of former
Iranian monarch

A number of documents on World War II
have been discovered in a bag that is said to
have belonged to the former Iranian monarch
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.

The bag was found in the trunk of one of the
Shah’s Rolls-Royces when it was being pre-
pared for a showcase in Tehran last week, the
Persian service of the Fars News Agency re-
ported on Tuesday.

The trunk of the Rolls-Royce, which is kept at
a parking of the Niavaran Cultural Historical
Complex, has not been opened over the past
32 years, complex director Alireza Moqimi
said.

“The contents of the brown leather bag in-
clude documents about World War II on of-
ficial royal sheets in several folders,” Moqimi
explained.

A folder containing a number of the foreign
ministry’s papers is also among the contents,
he added.

Mogqimi said that the documents would be de-
scribed in detail after antiseptic treatment is
completed.

“No securities, gold objects, or other items
that could be easily exchanged for money
were found,” he noted.

According to Moqimi, they did not have a
key for the Rolls-Royce. Thus, nobody knew
about the contents of the car’s trunk before
last week.

He said that there are only two examples of
the specific model of Rolls-Royce in the world
and no one had a key to open the trunk.

“Some people believed that the car would
have to be sent to the Rolls-Royce Company
to make a key for it, but they declined to do
so due to the shipment restrictions,” Moqgimi
said.

“The car has a complex lock so ordinary lock-
smiths are not able to open the doors of the
car. Experts used special techniques to open
the trunk,” he added.

The discovery has been disputed by the direc-
tor of the Office for Iranian Contemporary
History Studies

Abbas Salimi believes that Cultural Herit-
age, Tourism and Handicrafts Organization
(CHTHO) Director Hamid Baqaii has been
hoodwinked by an expert who claims that he
has discovered documents about World War
1L

“The expert knows that the CHTHO director
lacks historical knowledge so he has made at-
tempts to curry favor with him,” Salimi said.

Baqaii had previously said that they were
compiling documents to demand compen-
sation from the Allies for violation of Iran’s
neutrality during World War II.

Salimi said that there are compelling docu-
ments in Iran suggesting that Britain used Ira-
nian facilities during WWIL.

“I was sad to see Esfandiar Rahim-Mashaii
appointed as director of the CHTHO. Later
on, I was even more saddened when Bagqaii
succeeded him as head of the organization,”
Salimi lamented.

Chief of Staff of the Presidential Office Rahim-
Mashaii was the former CHTHO director.
The old dock, built in 1939, has a length of 185
meters and an average width of 4.2 meters.
Taleqani Boulevard passes between the gaze-
bo and the old dock of the city. It is believed
that in olden times, the cannons were used to
protect the gazebo.

Khatib added that cultural heritage officials
of Hormuzgan province had not informed the
contractor about the history of the region.
Such an information probably would have
been given to the provincial water and waste-
water company and not to the contractor.
The newly discovered artifacts will be tem-
porarily kept in the storehouse before being
turned over to Hormuzgan’s Cultural Herit-
age, Tourism and Handicrafts Department.

Iran’s “A Light in the Fog”
shines at Bulgarian filmfest

The award-winning Iranian film “A Light in the Fog” by Panahbark-
hoda Rezaii won a Golden Aphrodite at the Love is Folly International
Film Festival in Varna, Bulgaria. The film is about Rana, a widow who
lives in a rustic house with her aging father. She wavers between hop-
ing for the return of her lover Habib while she is also considering a
marriage proposal from a distant neighbor Rahmat. The film competed
against twelve other films from different countries, including Bulgar-
ia, France, Romania, Russia and Denmark at the festival, which was
held from August 27 to September 2. “A Light in the Fog” won several
awards at the Golden Minbar International Muslim Film Festival and
went on screen at several renowned festivals including Pusan, Edin-

>«

burgh and Asia-Pacific. Iran’s “Last Queen” won the Grand Prix of the

festival last year.

Photo: Parivash Nazarieh in a scene of “A Light in the Fog”

Iran and Japan plan to boost
artistic relations

Japanese plenipotentiary in Iran
Kazutoshi Aikawa and cultural at-
taché Yoko Takahashi visited the
exhibit “A Manifestation of World
Contemporary Art” currently un-
derway at the Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art (TMCA) here
on Wednesday. They also met with
the director of the Visual Office of
the Iranian Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance, Mahmud Shaluii,
and talked about boosting bilateral
cultural relations. “Japan is ready to
collaborate in holding joint exhibits
with Iran and is willing to arrange an
exhibition of Iranian art in Japan,”
Kazutoshi said. Shaluii who is also
TMCA curator mentioned that Iran
would like to exhibit a selection of
works displayed at the Tehran Inter-
national Cartoon Biennial as well as
a collection of typography with the
central theme of Asma-ul-Hosna in

Japan. “Iran is also prepared to hold
an exhibition of the Persian gardens’
collection currently on show at the
12th Venice Biennale of Architec-
ture,” Shaluii remarked. Kazutoshi
further noted that his country would
like to collaborate in holding joint
projects and training in the restora-
tion processes of artworks kept in
the Tehran museum. Running until
September 23, “A Manifestation of
World Contemporary Art” presents
about 150 paintings out which 33 are
being unveiled for the first time.
Works ranging from the impression-
istic to the minimal art eras by re-
nowned artists such as Pablo Picas-
so, Jackson Pollock, Marc Chagall,
Claude Monet, Henri Matisse and
several others are now on show in
the exhibit which began in June in
different galleries of TMCA.

Don’t Miss us at
www.persianweekly.co.uk

Cartoonist wins golden
award at Chinese Red

Man contest

Iranian cartoonist Salam Moham-
madi won a golden award at the
3rd Chinese Red Man Internation-
al Cartoon & Humor Contest.
Another Iranian participant, Mo-
hammad-Ali Khalaji, also received
honorable mention at the contest,
the Persian service of MNA report-

ed on Wednesday.

Iranian cartoonist Masud Shojaei
Tabatabaii was selected to judge
the contest along with five other
jurors. Red Man is an online con-
test in which artists from all over
the world are participating.

The contest consisted of three sec-
tions; cartoons, caricatures and ani-
mation, all with the central theme
of disasters, earthquakes, floods,
droughts and blizzards.
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We are a group of interested individual
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European pressure mounts
on Iran over stoning case

BRUSSELS — European Union na-
tions and the continent’s biggest hu-
man rights organization slammed Iran
on Wednesday for its plan to stone a
woman convicted of adultery, while
Iran’s ambassador to the Vatican said
there is “hope” the punishment could
be eased upon review by Iranian au-
thorities.

The plight of Sakineh Mohammadi
Ashtiani, a 43-year-old mother of two,
has cast a harsh light on Iran’s version
of Islamic justice and caused a global
outcry. Iran says it has put the ston-
ing on hold for now but has also in-
dicated Ashtiani could be hanged for
her conviction of playing a role in her
husband’s 2005 murder.

In an interview broadcast on Italian
state TV Wednesday, Tehran’s envoy
to the Holy See gave the strongest in-
dication yet that Iran may set aside the
death penalty — or at least the stoning
— in Ashtiani’s case.

He was asked what response he could
give to the many appeals from around
the world to stop the stoning, includ-
ing concern from the Vatican.
Ambassador Ali Akbar Naseri stressed
that Islamic law was “inspired by
clemency and forgiveness.” Asked if
that meant there was some hope Ash-
tiani could receive clemency, he re-
plied that “one hopes for some easing
of the punishment.”

But he insisted that Iranian judicial au-
thorities were “fully independent” and
would not be swayed by “threats.”
Ashtiani “after having had illicit rela-
tions with numerous men, killed, in
a savage way, her husband, with the
complicity of one of these” men, the
ambassador said.

“Her guilt has been demonstrated, but
the judicial authorities, before issuing
the definitive sentence, are re-examin-
ing the case with utmost care and at-
tention, and one hopes for an easing of
the punishment,” he said with a slight
smile and without elaborating.

His comments also appeared to be a
positive response to the Vatican’s hint
that it would try behind-the-scenes di-
plomacy to spare Ashtiani’s life.

The European Union Parliament in
Strasbourg, France, passed a resolu-
tion Wednesday condemning Tehran,
a move that comes on the heels of EU
Commission President Jose Manuel
Barroso calling stoning “barbaric.” The
vote passed by a huge 658-to-1 margin
with 22 abstentions. The vote against
was an error and was to be amended in
the parliamentary records later.
Sweden summoned Iran’s ambassador
to protest the sentence.

“It is important that we are not passive
in a case that — except for her own
destiny — has become a symbol for
the repression in Iran,” Sweden’s For-
eign Minister Carl Bildt said. “We are
against the death penalty in all cases,
but stoning is a specifically vile form of
the death penalty.”

German Foreign Minister Guido West-

erwelle released a statement saying he
is “deeply worried for Ms. Ashtiani’s
life.”

“Iran has to respect human rights, es-
pecially because it committed to do so
under international law,” Westerwelle
said. It is “not a question of religion,
but a question of fundamental human
dignity.”

The sentiments were echoed by the
47-nation Council of Europe, the con-
tinent’s biggest human rights organiza-
tion. It called on the Islamic republic’s
parliamentary speaker, Ali Larijani, to
do his utmost to fully repeal the sen-
tence.

“This inhuman sentence and the mis-
treatment that Sakineh Mohammadi
Ashtiani is suffering cast a tragic shad-
ow on your country,” wrote Mevlut
Cavusoglu, President of the Council’s
Parliamentary Assembly.

On Iran’s state-run Press TV, Foreign
Ministry spokesman Ramin Mehman-
parast repeated previous statements
that plans to carry out the stoning have
been “stopped” while judiciary officials
also study the punishment for Ash-
tiani’s conviction of playing on role in
her husband’s 2005 murder.

Ashtiani’s lawyer, Houtan Javid Kian,
told The Associated Press there has
been no change in her case and the
stoning sentence was suspended but
not officially canceled. He has said
Ashtiani was never formally put on
trial on the charge of being an accom-
plice to murder and was not allowed to
mount a defense.

On Monday, Kian said he had received
word that his client was lashed 99
times last week in a separate punish-
ment after British newspaper ran a pic-
ture of an unveiled woman mistakenly
identified as Ashtiani. The newspaper,
the Times of London, apologized for
the error.

There has been no official Iranian con-
firmation of the new punishment.

On Sunday, the Vatican raised the pos-
sibility of using its diplomatic channels
in the case but it has stopped short of
saying such efforts had begun. Some
Western officials, including Italian
Foreign Minister Franco Frattini, have
said they don’t believe Iran will carry
out the stoning following the interna-
tional outcry.

But Iran has at times struck a defiant
tone. Even an offer of asylum from
Brazil — which is on friendly terms
with Tehran — went nowhere.
Mehmanparast accused the United
States and other Western countries of
trying to “exploit” the case and turn it
into a “political charade.”

“Our country has been under a lot of
political pressure by the U.S. and other
Western countries over its nuclear
work,” he noted.

The European Parliament, however,
insisted universal human rights were
what was at

(Source AP)

IRANIAN DUO WIN GOLD
IN WORLD WRESTLING
CHAMPIONSHIP

Iran’s Greco-Roman wrestlers Hamid Sourian
and Amir Ali-Akbari claimed gold medals in
the 2010 World Wrestling Championship.
Defending champion Sourian beat South Ko-
rean Gyu-Jin Choi on Monday night in 55kg
class and won the title for the fifth successive
year. “I am so happy to win the gold in World
Championship, but I will be thinking about
winning the gold in the 2012 Olympic Games
from now,” the 25-year-old said. Ali-Akbari
also beat Olympic gold medalist Aslanbeck
Khushtov in the tournament. “Defeating
Khushtov is a big feat. I practiced hard during
the past months and I want to present my gold
to my mother,” the 96 kg class said.

Amir Ali-Akbari was the other Iranian wres-
tler who won a gold medal. The 96kg class
defeated Tsimafei Dzeinichenka of Belarus in
the final and won his first gold medal.

More than 1,200 athletes from 100 countries
participated in the 2010 World Wrestling
Championship in Moscow

Iran beats South Korea
in Seoul

Iran defeated South Korea by a solitary goal
at the Seoul World Cup Stadium on Tuesday.
Masoud Shojaei received an excellent pass
from Pejman Nouri and found the back of
the net in the 39th minute. Iran, who had
defeated China 2-0 in another friendly match
on Saturday, received a boost ahead of the
2011 AFC Asian Cup by beating the Korean
outfit in their home. The Manchester United
midfielder Ji-sung Park captained the South
Korean team in this match.

Iran had not defeated South Korea in Seoul
since 1971 at which the west Asian team beat
its rival 2-0

Iran to participate in
Women'’s Asian Cup

Iran will take part in the 2nd Asian Cup for
Women which will be held in Taicang, China
from September 19 to 25.

Iran has been drawn along with China, South
Korea and Kazakhstan in Pool A.

Pool B consists of defending champion Thai-
land, Vietnam, Japan and China Taipei.

Iran is scheduled to play China in its open-
ing game. The team will play South Korea
and Kazakhstan in the upcoming days, re-
spectively
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IRAN CLAIMS RIGHT TO
REJECT NUCLEAR INSPECTORS

The International Atomic Energy
Agency’s (IAEA) latest demands on
Iran were beyond the country’s U.N.-
agreed nuclear commitments, [ranian
ambassador to the agency Ali-Asghar
Soltaniyeh said here Wednesday.
“The demands and expectations in
IAEA Director General Yukia Ama-
no’s latest report are beyond Iran’s
commitments and responsibilities
in accordance with the NPT (Non-
Proliferation Treaty) agreement,”
Soltaniyeh told the Islamic Repub-
lic News Agency after attending the
Technical Justification session of
IAEA.

Soltaniyeh answered questions posed
by ambassadors of other countries
about the Iranian nuclear program
at the session, which was convened
ahead of next week’s IAEA Board of
Governors meeting.

The latest IAEA report said Iran had
been continuing its uranium enrich-
ment activities despite U.N. sanctions,
and called for Iran to cooperate more
with the IAEA to clarify the nature of
its nuclear program. Iranian officials
have said the report was partially po-
liticized.

“At this justification session, we de-
clared that this report hurts the tech-
nical and expert status of the agency
as many of the points included in it
are beyond the NPT barriers,” Sol-
taniyeh said.

Soltaniyeh also criticized the techni-
cal aspects of the report, saying tech-
nical details in it made it confusing
for non-expert readers, and could
only lead to more tension. “Including
erroneous information and technical
details should be avoided in preparing
such reports,” he said.

Iran says petrol self-
sufficiency achieved

Oil Minister Masoud Mirkazemi
said on Tuesday that Iran has at-
tained self-sufficiency in produc-
ing petrol, a commodity targeted
by world powers in new sanctions
imposed against Tehran. “We have
attained daily domestic production
of 66.5 million liters of petrol in our
refineries,” Mirkazemi was quoted
as saying on state television’s web-
site. He said Iran previously used to
produce 44 million liters of petrol a
day and imported 20 million liters in
order to meet its domestic need.

“But we have been able to achieve
this (higher) production over the
past 20 days following the sanctions
and mischief of some sellers who
hiked petrol prices.” Iranian officials
claim the country’s daily petrol con-

sumption amounts to around 64 mil-
lion liters.

Iran recently said it had launched an
emergency plan which could make
it self-sufficient in petrol by the end
of the current Iranian year to March
20, 2011. Prior to that Tehran said
it would cover its own needs for the
refined oil product by 2012.

Despite holding around 10 percent
of world oil reserves and being
the second-largest producer in the
OPEC oil organization after Saudi
Arabia, Iran has had to import large
volumes of petrol due to its lack of
refining capacity and inefficiency
problems.

Oil experts claim that in recent
weeks Iran has been importing less
of the product, which has been tar-
geted in the latest round of sanctions
by world powers.
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