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TURKMAN HORSE ENDANGERED

Pure-bred Turkman horse has lost its past status and is
currently used by brides during a wedding ceremony.
According to Mehr News Agency, the pure-bred spe-
cies, which has long ears and strong hooves, is rarely
seen in Golestan province. Its endurance level is high.
Although the export of Turkman horse is forbidden,
the import of horses from Pakistan and Britain since the
1960s has endangered the Turkman species.

Hakim Igdari, a horse breeder who manages a horse-

riding complex in Golestan province, said the import of
horses from Pakistan started in early 1960s.

“The local people at first were attracted by the speed
of imported horses,” he said. “But after a lapse of years,
they realized that they have been deceived.”

Turkman horse was crossbred with imported species

Igdari said.

However, the growing trend of crossbreeding reduced
the number of pure-bred Turkman horses in Golestan
province.

Problems

Horse owners faced problems when their horses par-
ticipated in competitions.

A council comprising local horse owners was established

{

several years ago to identify the breeds and determine
which one is mixed bred and which one is pure-bred.
“Some horse-owners and competitors complained
that the winning horses were not pure-bred Turkman
horse,” he said, adding that this stems from ambiguity
about the breed of horses.

to create a breed named Dokhoun (mixed breed). Cur-
rently, a majority of Golestan horses are mixed breed.

“In the beginning, most horse breeders were inclined
to crossbreed their horses with the imported horses,”

He said DNA specimens and hair samples were taken
when owners claimed their horses were pure-bred
Turkman species and sent to the US to determine the
real breed.

“This measure has been taken recently,” he said, ex-
pressing hope that it would help identify the pure-bred
Turkman horses.

Igdari said the American laboratory rejected about 20
specimens from the 120 species, because they didn’t be-
long to purebred Turkman horses.

It was proposed that a session be held with the partici-
pation of the Equestrian Federation of Iran and Golestan
Horse Owners Council about the purity of Turkman
breed and determine whether a horse is thoroughbred
or of mixed breed. The session has not been held yet.

Consequences

Commenting on the import of horses, he said good
horses were not imported into the country.

“The import of cheap thoroughbred horses will damage
the pure-bred Turkman horse,” he warned.

Igdari said every pure-bred Turkman horse is traded be-
tween 100 and 200 million rials in the region.

“Mixed breed horses, created through cross-breeding,
are traded between 50 and 80 million rials,” he said,
adding that in some cases, the price reached 300 mil-
lion rials.

Igdari said problems facing horse breeding in Golestan
province have discouraged horse breeders and driven
them to give up the profession.

“We plan to implement programs to hold separate com-
petitions for domestic and foreign horses, because they
are not the same,” he said.

He pointed out that close to 1,500 horses were identi-
fied across the province four years ago, adding that the
figure has not changed.

“There are concerns about the extinction of pure-bred
Turkman horses,” he said.

The import of foreign horses and their cross-breeding
with Turkman horses were aimed at producing fast
horses, winning titles in horse races and making profits.
However, this trend has endangered the pure-bred spe-
cies. No state body has taken any measure to ameliorate
the situation.

German Town Yields
Persian Coins

German archeologists have discovered 1,200-year-
old silver coins
which they believe
were minted in
modern day Iran,
Iraq,  Afghanistan
and northern Africa.
A team of volun-
teers working with
regional  authori-
ties and the University of Greifswald found 82 coin
fragments and coins, the oldest of which dates back
to the year 610 and the most recent one to approxi-
mately 820 CE.

Searching a 20 by 25 meter stretch of land in the
northern German town of Anklam, the team also
unearthed a silver armband and three bars of silver.
“Coin treasures from this period are exceedingly
rare, and in this volume it is one of the most sig-
nificant (finds),” EarthTimes quoted archaeologist
Michael Schirren as saying.

Historian Fred Ruchhoeft said the discovery shows
that “there was global trade more than 1,200 years
ago.” Experts say the coins were taken to northern
Europe via trading routes along the Black Sea, the
Dnieper River and the Volga, before reaching the
Baltic Sea. The site of the discovery is located near a
Viking settlement, which once enabled trade to the
East and the West.
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Sculptor and
painter Hannibal
Alkhas dies at 80

Iranian master sculptor and painter Hannibal

where he attended the Art Institute of Chica-
go from 1953 to 1959 and earned a bachelor’s
and a master’s degree in fine art. He taught at
different campuses of the Islamic Azad Uni-
versity in Iran.

Hannibal Alkhas was working on the comple-
tion of his Assyrian reproduction of the trag-
edy of Rustam and Sohrab, which was to have

Alkhas died on September 14 in the United
States at the age of 80. He was suffering from
a form of cancer.

Alkhas traveled to Iran in June to attend his
80th birthday celebration that his students
had arranged for him at the Iranian Artists
Forum where a series of his works also went
on show.

He was planning to stay in Iran until the end
of the year but was forced to return to the
United States for medical treatment.

His body will be buried in the United States on
Thursday, but a funeral ceremony is arranged
here in Tehran on Thursday at the Catholic
Church located on Forsat St. and Engelab
Ave,, his brother-in-law Albert Gabriel told
the Persian service of MNA on Wednesday.

The son of Assyrian writer Rabi Adai Alkhas,
Hannibal was born in 1930 in Kermanshah,
Iran. He moved to the United States in 1951

a happy ending.

“When I read the combat of Rustam and
Sohrab in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, I wept for
Sohrab (Rustam’s only son) who was killed by
his father. So I decided to bring the story to a
different end,” he had told MNA in June.

He had also explained that he changed the
plot in a way that when Rustam takes the
knife to stab Sohrab, he feels the great power
of Sohrab and realizes that he is his son and
does not kill him. Thereafter, father and son
become close friends and decide to help peo-
ple. The story continues on to the modern
world of today where they even travel to the
United States to save the American Indians.

Painter and sculptor Alkhas had also illus-
trated tens of book covers. His translation of
Hafez’s lyrics into Assyrian was also among
his other credits.

Italian filmmaker Vittorio De
Seta to visit Iran

Italian filmmaker Vittorio De Seta, who is mostly known for his docu-
mentaries, will travel to Iran in late September.

De Seta has been invited
by Iranian documentar-
ian Kamran Shirdel, who
was one of his students,
the Persian service of
ISNA reported on Sun-
day.

He has been scheduled to
attend various programs
during his sojourn in
Tehran.

Ten short documentaries he made between 1954 and 1959 will be
screened at the Iranian Artists Forum on September 28, the day before

he is due to arrive in Tehran.

In addition, he will attend screenings of a number of his documenta-
ries at the Mellat Cinema Complex on October 5.
De Seta, 87, is considered one of Italian cinema’s greatest imaginative

realists of the sixties.

“Bandits of Orgosolo”, which was made after the ten short documenta-

ries, was his debut film.

The 10th Tribeca Film Festival paid homage to De Seta and screened
the feature-length film at the event in last April and May.

His early documentaries highlight the daily lives of Sicily’s poorest
workers, and are notable for their lack of voice-over narration, quiet

mood and extraordinary color.

He has received many accolades at international events.

Iranian "“My Share”
wins Italian Boccaccio
Literary Prize

The Italian annual Giovanni Boc-
caccio Literary Prize was handed to
Iranian novel “My Share” by writer
Parinush Saniei during a ceremony
held on September 11 this year.
Organized by the Boccaccio Liter-
ary Society, three annual awards are
designated to the best Italian writer,
a foreign writer and a journalist,
which are presented to the winners
each year on the second Saturday in
September.

Boccaccio (1313 -1375) was an Italian
author and poet, a friend, student, and corre-
spondent of Petrarch, an important Renais-
sance humanist and the author of a number
of notable works including “Decameron” and
“On Famous Women”.

“My Share”, the first novel by the author, fea-

tures the story of an Iranian woman named
Masumeh who comes from a traditional
family. She is forced to marry a man whose
main concern is to achieve his revolutionary
ideals rather than fulfill his family responsi-
bilites. She faces much hardship
throughout her life and has to
face life’s problems by herself.
Saniei regards the major character
of the story as symbolic of many
Iranian women.

The book was first published by
Ruzbehan publication in 2003 in
Iran and since has been reprinted
many times, the Persian service of
ISNA reported on Tuesday.
Translated into Italian by Sepi-
deh Ruhi and Narges Monsef, the
book hit the bookstores in Italy

this year.

“Emmaus” by Italian writer Alessandro Baric-
co, and Italian journalist Giovanni Minoli are
the other two winners of Giovanni Boccaccio
Literary Prize. “Father of the Other Individu-
al” is Saniei’s other credit.

Iranian actress to hold charity
exhibit in Sweden, Denmark

Iranian actress Leila Otadi will
hold a photo exhibition on the ar-
chitecture of sacred places in Swe-
den and Denmark to raise funds
for orphaned children and charity
organizations.

Entitled “Ziggurat”, the exhibit
featuring 50 photos will be held at
the Niavaran Cultural Center from
September 17 to 23.

“I have taken photos during my
trips to different cities in Iran and
other countries. With the help of
Ahmad Ahmadi we selected 50
photos out of 12,000 for the exhib-
it,” Otadi told the Persian service
of MNA.

She went on to say that she will

hold the exhibit at her own ex-
pense due to some problems her
colleague faced over holding a
joint art exhibition.

“I choose the title ‘ziggurat’ for the
showcase since the photos are on
religions and architecture that I
have taken in different countries
including Austria, Italy, France,
and Arab United Emirates,” she
mentioned.

“I studied architecture and began
taking photos from that time how-
ever, I took up photography as a
profession over the past two years
under the supervision of renowned
masters,” she said.

Comedian Akbar Abdi
hospitalized for diabetes

Veteran Iranian comedian

Akbar Abdi was admitted to the
Sa’adatabad Hospital in Tehran for
diabetes on Monday.

His right leg is swollen and his
treatment is expected to continue
for an extended period of time,
the Persian media reported on
Tuesday.

He was previously admitted to a

Tehran hospital for the disease last
May.

The 52-years-old actor began his
career with the children’s TV
series “The Traffic Neighborhood”,
directed by Dariush Moadebian in
1981.

He was dubbed “the man with a
thousand faces of Iranian cinema”
for the broad array of comedy
roles he played during the 1980’s.
His main credits include “The
Actor”, “Delshodegan” and “The
Snowman”.
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Cylinder Of Cyrus The
Great Arrives In Iran

The dispute between Iran and the
British Museum has been settled as
the museum has finally loaned the

reasons for the delay as it occurred in
the wake of turmoil following Iran’s
disputed presidential election.

Cyrus Cylinder to the National Mu-
seum of Iran for four months.

The artifact arrived in Iran on Friday
along with a BM delegation led by the
Curator, BM Department of the Mid-
dle East, John Curtis, Iranian media
announced on Friday.

The Cyrus Cylinder was unveiled
during a especial ceremony on Satur-
day at the National Museum of Iran
in Tehran.

“The British Museum had previ-
ously said that it was ready to send
the Cyrus Cylinder to Iran, but the
National Museum of Iran had to
make the necessary arrangements for
transporting the artifact,” National
Museum of Iran curator Azadeh Ar-
dakani said. The cylinder was to be
put on display in an exhibition at the
National Museum of Iran on January
16, but officials at the BM said a week
before the date that there would be a
delay in sending the artifact.

The British Museum said that the
decision to postpone shipment of
the artifact to Iran was made due to
a recent discovery of two cuneiform
tablets, which contain passages with
remarkable similarities to those found
on the cylinder. But Iran saw political

Consequently, Iran cut all relations
and cooperation with the BM and
the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization announced
that it planned to seek compensation
from the British Museum over its re-
fusal to loan the country the Cyrus
Cylinder.

Iran has not published an announce-
ment or comment about the reso-
lution of the dispute between the
country and the BM over the Cyrus
Cylinder.

BM director Neil MacGregor was
scheduled to join the delegation on
Friday night.

“You could almost say that the Cyrus
Cylinder is the history of the Middle
East in one package.

“It is a link to a past that we all share
and to a key moment in history that
shaped the world around us.”

The cylinder was discovered in 1879
by the Assyro-British archaeologist
Hormuz Rassam in the foundations of
the Esagila, the main temple of Bab-
ylon. Today, it is kept in the British
Museum in London.

The artifact was last displayed in Iran
40 years ago.

Passenger bus
overturns, 28 killed

A passenger fell into a valley on the
Tehran-Saveh road early morning on
Wednesday killing 28 passengers and
injuring more than 10 others. Of the
fatalities 24 passengers died upon im-
pact immediately and four others suc-
cumbed to their injuries later in a hos-
pital in Saveh. The incident happened at
03:30 a.m. local time, police announced.
Police have blamed the driver for sleep-
iness for the tragic incident. Mohsen
Beigi, the national traffic police com-
mander, told the Mehr News Agency
that the bus had hit a guardrail and then
fell into a 10-meter valley on a solid

material. The bus was moving from the
western city of Ilam to Tehran.

Two police officers at the Saveh and
Ilam traffic stations have been suspend-
ed for inattentiveness. Also Terminal
7 in an Ilam bus station has been sus-
pended from business. A team of experts
was sent to the scene to investigate the
degree of each factor involved in such a
deadly bus tragedy. Careless driving is
the major cause of accidents in Iran. Un-
fortunately, police is not tough enough
on careless motorists. During Eid ul-Fitr
holidays (Sept. 10-11), 89 people were
also killed and 1200 people were injured
in road accidents. In Shahrivar (August
23 to September 22), summer trips in
Iran reach their peak and road accidents
considerably rise

Erdogan calls for free
trade mechanism be-
tween Turkey, Iran

Turkey’s prime minister said that Turkey and

Europe had a mechanism of free trade and a
similar mechanism should be established be-

tween Turkey and Iran.

Premier Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that Tur-
key and Iran, told to audience that “Why can’t
we establish unobstructed trade mechanism
with Iran as we did before with European Un-
ion?”

“I don’t see any reason that impede us for do-
ing it. Because, I know wery well our Iranian
brothers. I know that Iranian businessmen as
productive and dynamic as our Turkish busi-
nessmen,” he said during Turkish-Iranian
Business Forum at Istanbul’s Ceylan Intercon-
tinental Hotel.

Trade volume had been 1.2 billion U.S. dol-
lars between Turkey and Iran in 2002 and it
reached 10 billion U.S. dollars this year, he
said.Erdogan said the two countries should
conclude talks on the preferential trade agree-
ment as soon as possible and the trade volume
would reach 30 billion U.S. dollars within
next five years.

“We have to achieve it. We succeded it with
Russia. So, Why not be with Iran?” Erdogan
told in mutual business forum.

Erdogan says the recent trade is in favour of
Iran. But he also said that “we have many
thing to sell to Iran.”

Joint initiatives for regional peace

Turkey and Iran could launch joint initia-
tives for regional peace, stability and welfare,
Erdogan said, the state-run Anadolu Agency
said.

He added that two countries situated close
to problematic regions like Middle East and
the Caucasus, maintained their existence as
elements of peace and stability despite those
problems and areas of conflicts.

“I think that there are initiatives we can
launch together to ensure welfare, peace, sta-
bility and confidence in the entire region,”
Erdogan said.

Erdogan said Turkey and Iran’s successes,
particularly economic achievements, would
contribute to welfare and peace of the entire
region.

“As how we are Iran’s door opening to Eu-
rope, Iran is our gate opening to Asia,” he said.

Erdogan said geographical closeness offered
unique opportunities to Turkey and Iran to
boost their commercial and economic rela-
tions.

Turkey and Iran, two countries with many
common goals and features, should be in more
cooperation and solidarity, Erdogan also said.
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BRITISH MUSEUM LENDS IRAN
ANCIENT PERSIAN ARTIFACT

AFP : The British Museum on Fri-
day loaned Iran an ancient terracotta
document called the Cyrus Cylinder,
after a row in which Iran said it had

cut ties with the institution, a senior
official said.

“Today the Cyrus Cylinder, which has
so far been kept in the British Muse-
um, arrived in Iran,” Vice President
Hamid Baghai, who heads the Cultur-
al Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism
Organisation, told Fars news agency.

He said the artifact arrived “under
special security and will be on display
for four months. Forty years ago was
the last time the cylinder was in Iran,
when it went on display for 10 days.”

The Cyrus Cylinder was last shown in
Iran in October 1971 during the reign
of the former shah, for commemora-
tions marking 2,500 years of the Per-
sian monarchy.

In February, Baghai said Tehran had
cut ties with the British Museum in
protest at repeated delays in lending

it the antique, and in April he was
reported as saying Iran wanted
300,000 dollars in compensation
over the delays.

On Friday he said the treasure’s
showcase has also been brought
from London, and that on Satur-
day “in the presence of experts
the cylinder will be placed in the
display.”

It will be shown in Iran’s National
Museum, according to its director
Azadeh Ardekani.

Fars reported that the artifact
was accompanied from London
by British Museum director Neil
MacGregor and John Curtis of its
Middle East department.

Many historians regard the Cyrus
Cylinder, discovered in 1879, as
the world’s first declaration of hu-
man rights. It was written at the
order of Persian ruler Cyrus the
Great after his conquest of Baby-
lon in 539 BC.
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Iranian "My Share” wins Italian
Boccaccio Literary Prize

The Italian annual Giovanni Boccaccio Literary
Prize was handed to Iranian novel “My Share”
by writer Parinush Saniei during a ceremony

held on September 11 this year.

Organized by the Boccaccio Literary Society,
three annual awards are designated to the best
Italian writer, a foreign writer and a journalist,
which are presented to the winners each year
on the second Saturday in September.

Boccaccio (1313 -1375) was an Italian author
and poet, a friend, student, and correspondent
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Erdogan calls for free trade mechanism between
Turkey, Iran

Turkey’s prime minister said that Turkey and Europe had a mechanism of free trade and a
similar mechanism should be established between Turkey and Iran.

Premier Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that Turkey and Iran, told to audience that “Why can’t we
establish unobstructed trade mechanism with Iran as we did before with Page 3

Italian filmmaker Vittorio De Seta to visit Iran

Italian filmmaker Vittorio De Seta, who is mostly known for his documentaries, will
travel to Iran in late September.

De Seta has been invited by Iranian documentarian Kamran Shirdel, who was one of his
students, the Persian service of ISNA reported on Sunday. Page 4

Passenger bus overturns, 28 killed
A passenger fell into a valley on the Tehran-Saveh road early morning on Wednesday killing
28 passengers and injuring more than 10 others. Of the... Page 3
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