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Gandi Exchange is autorised and regulated
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Finchley House
707 High Road Finchley, London N12 0BT

Tel: 0208 446 4884
rax: 020 8492 3922~ viovae: 0777 20 22222
gandi.uk@gmail com

Consultancy & Advocacy
R R T ad o

Tl oud JSis L0 095 (2 guli) abasly jo LT
Aailod 0 yglivo 49 I U g 0 09 S b

a1 oolus i o e 33 @ a8 il
il e T e sl oty o (latil oy alngly 51 Ll
Sdlad | o s g g dpd  Bhia b Ly s ol 85
ol Lo y5hin | poiay o
TSI g 3 g (518 B0l — ¥ ol oy e |
wrpis § 050 WS A1 08 aulfil — F aljs 5 e § Sali epnny muliii- B
W T lsasdil ¥ 13 st pgeel 23w pglinn =V
(gl g loacrd Jooapnlys g Ly pgel —A
o3k jul g 1B 9 2ud g )l sl 31308 Ak 33 0 glin -

1,995 Sl g lad (8 g> SN
w1 Gl 3 o o095 L

a5l 33 ] lilegads o dh g3 Jlan s 3 e b pddeas g0
Sl yall o ek U L b
S AYIAAYYF — WAEDEFEYVE
o3keT Lo &il3 jdunis g Aile pme Mokl | yass pu
Sl o sy i Wigam &y ugSalpa

Trouble with your relationship?
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O RT "A Woman Alone"
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IPL is a great way to get rid of unwanted
hair and avoid regular shaving or waxing.

Full Body
£300.00
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Persian Cuisine
A Taste of Persia in the
Heart of Ealing
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Private parties and outside catering available
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Replacement Vehicle, Repair, Loss of Earnings, Injury Compensation
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tom floor

(with oppurtunity to make bedrooms)
sitting capacity: 36 inside, 25
in garden

Rent: £7800, Rate: £2000
Open lease: 15 years

Rent review every 5 years
Price: £70, 000

Contact No:
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HOMA IN DANGER

Homa or bearded vulture-eagle (Gypaetus Barbatus),
the legendary bird of Iranian Sufi fables that is said to
never come to rest, living its entire life flying invisibly
high above the earth and never alighting on the ground,
is about go to it last resting place due to human activi-
ties and natural disasters.

Homa is rooted in Iran’s ancient history. However, en-
vironmental documents show that the bird has emigrat-
ed from Europe to Persia in ancient times.

Announcing this, Mansour Jamshidi, an Iranian orni-
thologist, told Mehr News Agency that the habitats of
the bird in Zagros Mountains have been invaded by hu-
mans in a way that the bird is under threat of extinc-
tion.

“No surveys have been conducted in recent years on the
population of Homa in the country,” said Jamshidi, add-
ing that Homa has roots in Iran’s history and is consid-
ered a legendary bird.

Jamshidi noted that Homa is not an indigenous bird,
though its name has been mentioned in Iran’s historical
literature frequently.

“Homa can be found in different parts of Iran including
the highlands of Alborz and Zagros Mountain Range
and some Islands,” Jamshidi said.

However, it is not a native species to Iran, he added.

“ Homa is indigenous bird of Alp in Eastern Europe,”
he said.

Not Just a Mythological Bird

Most Iranians think Homa is an only mythological bird
like phoenix that does not exist in reality, said the ex-
pert.

“Many stories about the magic ability of Homa bird can
be found in the ancient Persian literature,” Jamshidi
said.

“According to Persian tales, when a king passed away
without naming a successor people released a Homa
bird in the city to choose the next king,” Jamshidi said,
explaining that Homa flied over the heads of hundreds
of people in the city and finally sat on one of the citi-
zens’ shoulder, who was the next king.

Because of this, Homa is also known as “the Bird of
Prosperity” in Persian literature, Jamshidi added.

The ruins of Takht-e Jamshid also include huge pillars
displaying the head of a Homa birds which show the

. -"_

high importance of the bird among ancient Iranians, he
said.

Homa is mentioned as a precious bird in Zoroastrian
documents as well.

Moribund Bird

“Huma is among birds located at the top of the food
chain. Therefore human activities have indirect impact
on its life,” Jamshidi said.

Animals located at the top of the food chain usually are
not targeted by the hunters. But overhunting animals
which are located in lower parts of the food chain can
lead to their extinction, the expert explained.
“Overhunting smaller birds and animals that are consid-
ered the valuable sources of food for Homa birds have
caused a break in food chain. Therefore Homa birds are
dying of food shortage,” Jamshidi said.

Damaged Habitat

“The eight years of Iran-Iraq imposed war caused many
irreparable damages to the region of the western Za-
gros, where is the main habitat for Homa birds,” Jam-
shidi said, adding that entering into the region to save
its wildlife from extinction is almost impossible due to
safety problems.

Pollution and habitat destruction will affects the bird’s
reproductions, Jamshidi said, adding that loud noises
caused by frequent bomb explosions in the neighboring
countries has scared away the animals and they have
fled to high altitude which is very hard to access by en-
vironmentalists.

Description

Unlike most vultures, Huma, with the scientific name
of Lammergeier, does not have a bald head. This huge
bird is 95-125 cm (37-49 in) long with a wingspan of
275-308 cm (108-121 in) (10 feet), and is quite unlike
most other vultures in flight due to its large, narrow
wings and long, wedge-shaped tail feathers. It weighs
4.5-7.5 kg (9.9-17 1b).

The adult has a buff-yellow body and head, the latter
with the black moustaches which give this species its
alternative name. It may rub mud over its chin, breast
and leg feathers, giving these areas a rust-colored ap-
pearance. The tail feathers and wings are grey. The ju-
venile bird is dark all over, and takes five years to reach
full maturity. The Lammergeier is silent, apart from
shrill whistles at the breeding crags, and can live up to
40 years in captivity.

Behavior

Like other vultures it is a scavenger, feeding mostly
from carcasses of dead animals. It usually disdains the
rotting meat, however, and lives on a diet that is 90 per-
cent bone marrow.

The Lammergeier can swallow whole bones up to the
size of a lamb’s femur and its powerful digestive system
quickly dissolves even large pieces. Lammergeiers have
learned to crack bones too large to be swallowed by car-
rying them up to a height and then dropping them onto
rocks below, smashing them into smaller pieces and ex-
posing the nutritious marrow.

This learned skill requires extensive practice by im-
mature birds and takes up to seven years to master. Its
old name of Ossifrage (“bone breaker”) relates to this
habit. Live tortoises are also dropped in similar fashion
to crack them open. Although dropping bones is a regu-
lar habit, the Lammergeier also obtains food by other
means and has been known to seize and carry off live
prey such as a two foot monitor lizard.

Conservation Status

Although the Lammergeier is threatened within its
range in Europe, the species has a large range across
Asia and Africa and is relatively common across much
of that range.

As such the species s listed as least concern by the IUCN
and BirdLife International, although there is some evi-
dence of decline. It was formerly killed in significant
numbers because people feared (without justification)
that they carried off children and domestic animals; the
birds were also hunted as trophies in European coun-
tries.

Iranian sculptors among

Skywards finalists

Artworks by three Iranian sculptors are among the
shortlist of the United Arab Emirates contest for
redesigning membership cards of its frequent flyer
program, Skywards.

Sculptures by Kambiz Sabri, Sahand Hesamian and
Amir Vafaii are among the twelve finalists in the
competition which have been selected from about
2500 works submitted.

Four art items are selected in each color-coded brief
of the contest namely Blue, Silver and Gold “to re-
flect the membership tier and mood of the theme to
be interpreted” as the contest’s website reported.

Three winners in each of the different briefs will be
announced on September 25.

In the first phase, the jury selected 50 artworks from
those submitted and at final phase, four works will
be chosen in each section. The winner will be se-
lected by 100,000 members of Emirates, Sabri told
the Persian service of MNA.

Sabri’s work which features enlarged rain drops in
the space surrounded by a cube has been selected in
the Blue brief section.

“Waves” by Amir Vafaii which is inspired by Turk-
men carpet motifs and Hesamian’s “Eastern Sun”,
an inspiration by a shape of Islamic tile work called
“Shamseh” have been chosen in the Silver brief of
the contest.

The winning artwork will replace the designs of
renowned contemporary artists like Damien Hirst
on membership cards. The artist’s name will be dis-
played alongside their work on the card and will be
seen by Skywards’ members in over 236 countries.
The creator of the winning artwork in each brief
will receive a commission fee of US$5,000 and have
their name and artwork showcased to a global audi-
ence. Each winner will also be invited to Dubai to
display their winning entry along with selected art
work they have created at Art Dubai 2011.
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US-IRAQ WAR FILM TO REPRESENT
IRANIAN CINEMA AT ACADEMY AWARDS

“Farwell Baghdad”, a U.S.-Iraq war drama,
has been selected by Iranian cultural officials
to represent the country at the 81st Annual
Academy Awards in the Best Foreign Lan-
guage Films category.

The report was announced in a press release
by the office of the deputy culture minister for
cinematic affairs on Tuesday.

“The film’s anti-occupation plot is one of the
main reasons the board selected it for the
Academy Awards,” the office said.

Directed by Mehdi Naderi, the film is about
Daniel Dalka, a boxer who kills someone,
joins the U.S. army to escape from the mafia,
which is seeking revenge, and then is sent to
Iraq.

The film, which represents Naderi’s directo-
rial debut, has been produced by the Docu-
mentary and Experimental Film Center that
is affiliated to the Iranian Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance.

Iran’s decision to submit the film to the Acad-
emy Awards is in conflict with the special
rules for the Best Foreign Language Film
Award due to the fact that the film has not yet
been screened publicly in Iran.

According to the rules, “The motion picture
must be first released in the country submit-
ting it no earlier than October 1, 2009, and
no later than September 30, 2010, and first
be publicly exhibited for at least seven con-
secutive days in a commercial motion picture
theater for the profit of the producer and ex-
hibitor.”

In 1999, “The Children of Heaven”, Majid
Majidi’s film depicting the face of poverty in
an Iranian family, was nominated in the Best
Foreign Language Films category at the Acad-
emy Awards.

Photo: Pantea Bahram in a scene from “Far-
well Baghdad”
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Iranian writer on cultural tour
of South Korea

Iranian writer and translator Puneh Nedaii is now in South Korea for
a one-month stay.

She has been invited by the South Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports
and Tourism. Nedaii, who is also director of Amrood Publications in
Tehran, will be spending one month in South Korea having been there
already since September 20. She will be visiting various well-known
tourist attractions and meeting many Korean individuals.

The ministry has launched this program to foster a better understand-
ing of South Korea. Several journalists from other countries are also
joining in the program.

Visiting the Pusan Film Festival, traditional palaces, meeting Korean
journalists, novelists and poets as well as Iranians residing in Korea are
among the other agenda items on her program.

Nedaii is planning to publish all her memoirs and interviews in a single
volume here in Iran later on when she returns home.

The writer has previously translated the Korean folk tale entitled
“Chung, Hyo, Ye”. The book is a collection of tales of filial devotion,
loyalty, respect and benevolence taken from the history and folklore
of Korea.

She is also working on a translation of an anthology of short poems by

South Korean poet Ko Un from English into Persian.

Rumi foundation
of Turkey to honor

Turkey’s International Mevlana Foundation
plans to pay homage to Rumi-focused Iranian
vocalist Shahram Nazer during a ceremony in
Shiraz in November. The ceremony is a part
of an international congress to highlight the
relationships between the poetry of Hafez,
Shams-i Tabrizi and Rumi, foundation repre-
sentative Foruzandeh Arbabi told the Persian

service of ISNA on Saturday.

The ceremony has been organized in appre-
ciation of Nazeri’s efforts in promoting Rumi
poetry around the world, Arbabi said quot-
ing Rumi’s 22nd niece Esin Celebi who is the
deputy director of the foundation.

“Through his intense concerts over the past
four decades, master Nazeri has invited peo-
ple of the world to live in peace, which was
Rumi’s greatest wish,” he added.

According to Arbabi, Nazeri will be one of the
guests of honor at the Rumi commemorative
celebration held annually on his death anni-
versary on December 17 in Konya, home to
the mausoleum of the Persian poet and mys-
tic. Nazeri has previously been honored with
the Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur medal,
one of France’s most prestigious awards in the
world of art and culture.

It was given to him in Paris in September 2007
in recognition of the scholarly interest he has
taken in the musical interpretation and vocal-
ization of the transcendent lyrics of Molana
Jalal ad-Din Rumi. Photo: Vocalist Shahram
Nazeri performs in a concert at the Niavaran
Cultural Historical Complex in Tehran on Au-
gust 7, 2008. (Mehr/Ahmad Motalaei)

LoNDON’s FIRST IRANIAN FILM
FESTIVAL DEBUTS IN Nov.

The UK Iranian Film Festival
(UKIFF) is the 1st exclusively
Iranian film festival to take place
in the UK and is slated to begin
in November.

There are many film festivals
that honor Iranian films annu-
ally across the globe and now
the time has finally arrived for
an Iranian film festival to have a
permanent home in the United
Kingdom.

The week-long festival opening
on November 19 includes spe-
cial events which will take place
in various cities in collaboration
with Iranian and foreign cin-
ematic figures.

Iranian documentarian Kamran
Shirdel is heading the selection
committee and the jury panel.

Screen director Patrick Tucker
and cinematographer Zoran
Veljkovic along with Iranian fig-

ures, including filmmaker Moj-
taba Mirtahmasb, photographer
Seifollah Samadian and artist
Hossein Khosrojerdi, are other
members of the selection com-
mittee.

The festival also is holding the
New Image Contest that will be
selected and judged by Samadian
and Khosrojerdi. The images will
be chosen out of works submit-
ted in the two categories of pho-
tography and illustration whose
themes are Iranian heritage or
Iranian cinema.

UK Iranian Film Festival (UKIFF)
is a film-focused organization
that aims to provide a stimulat-
ing and inspiring alternative to
the film experience, along with
praising and promoting the art of
filmmaking.

Iran’s "Banquet
under the Water”
welcomed by U.S.
festival

Iran’s “Banquet under the
Water” by Babak Amini won
the Bronze Jury Prize at the San
Francisco International Festival
of Short Films (SF Shorts).

Produced by Iran’s Documentary
and Experimental Film Center
(DEFC), the 15-minute film is a
joint project by Iran and France.

It narrates the story of a cou-
ple who works at defusing land
mines which remained after the
war in a camp near the border.

They find an antique buried un-
derground in the minefield one
day before New Year, something
which changes their lives for-
ever.

The festival, which was held
from September 8 to 11, screened
80 short films from twenty coun-
tries around the world.
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5+1 seeks ‘early negotiated
solution’ with Iran

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The
five permanent members of the UN
Security Council and Germany, the
so-called 5+1 group, are seeking an
“’early negotiated solution™ to the
nuclear standoff with Iran, according
to a copy of a draft statement obtained
Wednesday by AFP.

The draft was due to be finalized
when U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton meets her counterparts from
Russia, China, Britain, France and
Germany at 11:15 am (1515 GMT) on
the sidelines of the UN General As-
sembly.

““We reaffirmed our determination
and commitment to seek an early ne-
gotiated solution to the Iranian nucle-
ar issue and focused our discussion on
further practical steps to achieve it at
an early date,” the draft said.

The draft said the six powers are
“’ready to engage with Iran™ in the
context of implementing a nuclear
fuel swap deal that was agreed in Ge-
neva in October last year, adding they
looked forward to an “early meet-

»

ing”” with Iran.

%

Under the deal, Iran would ship most
of its low-grade uranium to France
and Russia so that it could be enriched
and returned to Iran to fuel a medical
research reactor in Tehran.

But it stalled as Iran sought to modify
its terms in a new agreement bro-
kered by Brazil and Turkey.

In Vienna, Tomur Bayer, Turkish am-
bassador to the International Atomic
Energy Agency, the UN nuclear
watchdog, renewed calls for the six
powers to accept the modified deal

when he addressed the IAEA’s annual
conference.

“We call on all relevant parties to
implement the agreement without
further due,” Bayer said.

The draft also said the chief diplomats
discussed the new sanctions.

““We confirmed the need for Iran to
comply with the UN Security Coun-
cil, and TAEA (International Atomic
Energy Agency) Board of Governors
requirements,”” the draft said.

Clinton spokesman Philip Crowley
told AFP that Washington does not
respond to leaked statements, but
signaled continued U.S. willingness
to engage Iran in a constructive dia-

logue.

«»

If Iran is ready for serious discus-
sions, all they have to do is let us
know,”” he said in an email.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad, in New York to attend the
UN General Assembly meeting, told
media that his country was ready to
resume talks with world powers over
its nuclear program.

The UN sanctions had also damaged
the chances for an improvement in
U.S.-Iranian relations, he added. He
blamed international politics for the
growing tensions over the nuclear
program.

“’Iran’s nuclear case is a political
case,”” the New York Times quoted
him as saying. “’Otherwise, why
would it be essential for the details of
our nuclear program be made avail-
able to the media?””

AZERBAIJAN, IRAN SEEK
TO INCREASE ANNUAL
TRADE TO $10B

Azerbaijan’s ambassador in Tehran
has underlined Baku’s willingness
to boost economic ties with Iran
and increase annual trade to $10bn.
Javanshir Akhundov made the re-
marks at a seminar in Tehran on
Sunday, entitled “Azerbaijan Re-
public: Past Experiences, Future
Prospects”.

“As regards the economy, economic
trade stands at $500 to $600 million.
Our goal is to reach $10 billion,”
Akhundov told the seminar.

The diplomat said that the large
volume of trade would take hard
work, but that construction of the
Rasht-Astara railway would help
achieve the goal.

“Iran’s northern provinces enjoy
abundant economic capacities but

despite large populations and eco-
nomic possibilities the existing po-
tential has not yet been utilized to
serve the interests of the two coun-
tries and nations,” the envoy said.
Iran and Azerbaijan have sought
to expand ties, especially trade and
economic links, and signed several
cooperation agreements earlier this
year.

Iranian Interior Minister Mostafa
Mohammad-Najjar, heading a high-
ranking delegation, visited Baku
in May 2010 and signed several
Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs).

The Iranian minister of culture and
Islamic guidance, Mohammad Hos-
seini, paid a visit to Baku in July and
met senior Azeri officials to discuss
bilateral ties and cooperation, in
cultural fields in particular.
(Source: News.az)

IRANIAN SOCIETY
CALLS FOR NATIONAL
REGISTRATION OF
CYRUS CYLINDER

The Iranian Society of Architecture Luminar-
ies has proposed that Iran register the Cyrus
Cylinder on the National Cultural Heritage
List.

“We should seize this opportunity caused by
the arrival of the Cyrus Cylinder in the coun-
try to register it on the list,” society director
Alireza Qahhari told the Persian service of the
Mehr News Agency on Monday.

“If we register the Cyrus Cylinder on the list
now, we can make the arrangements to regis-
ter the artifact on the UNESCO list,” he added.

“Although the Cyrus Cylinder is not kept in
Iran, it belongs to the country and we should
emphasize this fact by national and interna-
tional registration of this artifact,” Qahhari
stated.

The Cyrus Cylinder is currently on display at
the National Museum of Iran in Tehran. The
British Museum has loaned the artifact for a
four-month show at the Iranian museum.

The cylinder was unveiled during a ceremony
attended by President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad, British Museum director Neil MacGregor
and several other British and Iranian officials
on September 12.

“The Cyrus Cylinder is a precious item that
sets a lofty criterion for judging the perfor-
mance of rulers,” Ahmadinejad said in the
ceremony.

Many Iranian officials have been outraged by
the remarks he made in praise of the artifact
and the personality of Cyrus the Great.

The cylinder was discovered in 1879 by the
Assyro-British archaeologist Hormuz Rassam
in the foundations of the Esagila, the main
temple of Babylon. It was transferred to Lon-
don and was kept at the British Museum.

Considered the world’s first declaration of
human rights, the Cyrus Cylinder is a docu-
ment issued by the Persian emperor Cyrus the
Great in the form of a clay cylinder inscribed
in Akkadian cuneiform script.

The cylinder was created following the Per-
sian conquest of Babylon in 539 BC, when
Cyrus overthrew the Babylonian king Nabo-
nidus and replaced him as ruler, ending the
Neo-Babylonian Empire.

The text of the cylinder denounces Nabonidus
as impious and portrays the victorious Cyrus
as pleasing to the chief Babylonian god Mar-
duk.

It goes on to describe how Cyrus had im-
proved the lives of the citizens of Babylonia,
repatriated displaced peoples and restored
temples and cult sanctuaries.

The artifact was last displayed in Iran 40 years
ago.
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PRESSURE GROWS ON IRAN
OVER NUCLEAR PLAN

UNITED NATIONS: UN chief Ban
Ki-moon on Sunday gave Iran’s
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
pointed reminders about interna-
tional disputes over his country’s
nuclear drive and human rights.

Ahmadinejad met the secretary gen-
eral at the UN headquarters in his
first formal engagement of his trip
to New York for the UN General
Assembly.

With Iran already facing four
rounds of UN Security Council sanc-
tions over its refusal to halt uranium
enrichment Ban “hoped that Iran
will engage constructively in nego-
tiations” with international powers
on the nuclear showdown.

Ban said the talks should lead to “a
mutually acceptable agreement in
conformity with relevant Security
Council resolutions,” said a state-
ment released by a UN spokesman.

Talks between Iran and Britain,
the United States, France, Germa-
ny, China and Russia have become
stalled over the nuclear program,
which Western powers say is aimed

at developing an atomic weapon.

Iran denies the charge though re-
cent reports by the UN Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency have been
increasingly critical of Iran’s refusal
to cooperate with international in-
spectors.

Ban also stressed to the Iranian
leader “the importance of respect-
ing fundamental civil and political
rights.”

Iran has faced a separate interna-
tional outcry over the case of Saki-
neh Mohammadi-Ashtiani has been
sentenced to death by stoning for
adultery and also received a 10-year
jail term for participating in the
murder of her husband.

Many Western countries have com-
plained at the severity of the sen-
tence.

Ahmadinejad has given interviews
with US media and has other high
profile appearances planned while
in New York, where he is surround-
ed by very tight security. - AFP/fa
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Would you, as an Iranian,
take part in London 2012
olympic?
1-Yes
2-No
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your name to 07733113137

www.persianweekly.co.uk/polls
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U.S.-IRAQ WAR FILM TO REPRESENT
IRANIAN CINEMA AT ACADEMY AWARDS

“Farwell Baghdad”, a U.S.-Iraq war drama, has been selected by Iranian cultural officials to
represent the country at the 81st Annual Academy Awards in the Best Foreign Language
Films category. The report was announced in a press release by the office of the deputy culture
minister for cinematic affairs on Tuesday. “The film’s anti-occupation plot is one of the main
reasons the ... Page 4

IRANIAN SOCIETY CALLS FOR NATIONAL
REGISTRATION OF CYRUS CYLINDER

The Iranian Society of Architecture Luminaries has proposed that Iran register the Cyrus Cyl-
inder on the National Cultural Heritage List.

“We should seize this opportunity caused by the arrival of the Cyrus Cylinder in the country
to register it on the list,” society director Alireza Qahhari told the Persian service of the Mehr
News Agency on Monday. Page 3
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