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Tel: 077 2371 3266

The Henrietta Barnett School
Hampstead Garden Suburb
Bigwood Road Nw11 7BN

Email:hadaffarsischool@yahoo.co.uk
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Principal Accounting
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KURDISH

CLOTHES

FACING OBLIVION

Kurdish garment has been identified as the most au-
thentic Iranian-Islamic clothing. However, Kurdish
youths are seen less in their traditional clothing, as
most shops are offering western clothes. This has led to
the neglect of traditional Kurdish garment, which has
fallen into oblivion. This is while studies show Kurdish
clothing, with its different colors and designs, has been
popular among different nations.

Symbol of Kurdestan Province

Until about two decades ago, Kurdish garments could
be found in all regions of Kurdestan province. In fact,
Kurdish clothing was a source of tourism and attracted
many visitors to the region.

Many people used to visit Kurdestan province to pur-
chase the local garments, Mehr News Agency reported.
Today, visitors to the region rarely see Kurdish resi-
dents in their traditional clothes.

Smuggling has contributed to the prevalence of western
clothes in Kurdestan province because residents have
found easy access to cheap foreign clothes.

These days, the Kurdish Giveh--a type of traditional
footwear--and the colorful shawls worn by Kurdish
women in the past have been replaced by western suits
and scarves produced by China.

The situation is similar in Iraq’s Kurdistan, as few indi-
viduals wear traditional clothes.

Lack of state support for reviving traditional clothes is
contributing to their abandonment in the region.

Conspiracy

Iraj Hassanzadeh, the deputy head of Kurdestan gover-
nor for security affairs, told Mehr News Agency that the
popularity of western clothes in Kurdestan province,

which is the symbol of Iran’s civilization, is due to the
conspiracy of Iran’s enemies.

“They (enemies) want Iranian youth to forget their past
and how their ancestors lived,” he said.

Hassanzadeh noted that those active in cultural affairs

lack an organized plan to neutralize the enemies’ ef-
forts, which is another reason behind the popularity of

western clothes in the province.

Marghooz Goat in Danger

The declining interest among Kurdish youth to wear
traditional garment is threatening an indigenous goat
called ‘marghooz’. Fewer local shepherds are breeding
marghooz in Kurdestan province because of the decline
in demand.

Hassanzadeh said parents must be aware of the prob-
lem. “Families and educational centers play a great role
in safeguarding the country’s rich culture,” he said,
adding that parents should encourage their children to
wear local garments.

The official stressed that traditional Iranian garments
such as Kurdish garments are ideal.

“It is essential to help popularize traditional Iranian
clothes to fight poor hijab and western clothes, which
do not conform to the Iranian-Islamic culture,” he said.
Hassanzadeh called for increasing government support
for domestic producers.

Kurdish Garments

Traditional Kurdish garments are for everyday use and
not reserved for holidays. Currently, some women, es-
pecially the elderly, wear them daily. The dresses worn
on a daily basis tend to be modest in color and have lit-
tle or no accessories or embroideries.

At present, the richly-embroidered Kurdish dress is

worn on special occasions.

Traditional Kurdish women’s outfit includes either a
vest or long-sleeved jacket or long overcoat worn over
a gown. An under dress and puffy pant is worn beneath
the gown. A belt is worn over the gown.

In the past, Kurdish women wore hats ornamented with
precious colorful stones, beads and gold ornaments.
This has gradually lost favor. Now, it is more popular
among women to only wear gold jewelry.

Usually, younger women and young girls wear brightly-
colored dresses adorned with beads while older women
wear darker shades.

Older women tend to wear more gold jewelry because
traditionally women receive gold jewelry from their
husbands at the time of marriage, which also distin-
guishes their status.

Materials

The vest, long-sleeved jacket and overcoat are either
made of a plain, velveteen or sequined fabric.

The gown is the dazzling masterpiece of the outfit. Most
commonly, Kurdish women wear a mesh or sheer fab-
ric that is ornamented skillfully with beads, sequins or
both. The embroidery can be the same color as the fab-
ric or multicolored. The brightly colored outfits charac-
terize the spirit of the Kurdish people.

The gowns are designed in numerous ways. The most
common one today is the traditional Kurdish gown,
which has a top to bottom cut with very long sleeves
while the Kurdish-Iranian gown is frilly from the waist
down. This should not be confused with the puffy Alad-
din-style garment.

The under dress and trousers are made of a plain satin
usually matching the color of the gown.

Fabric belts for are color coordinated with the main
outfit. Married women tend to wear gold belts.

The popularity of traditional clothes among youngsters
in every nation is a good sign of people’s respect for
their customs and traditions.

Iran is a multicultural and multi-ethnic country. Its lo-
cal people wear colorful clothes of their region, which
appeal to visitors and help promote tourism.
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WARM RECEPTION
CYRUS CYLINDER

About 48,000 people have visited the exhibition of
Cyrus Cylinder at the National Museum of Iran in the
past ten days. Over 2,000 visitors were foreigners, in-
cluding ambassadors based in Tehran, the Curator of
National Museum, Azadeh Ardekani, told the Persian
service of IRNA. “In the first few days, over 2,000 visi-
tors visited the museum and that number has swelled to
4,000 in the following days,” she said.

Ardekani anticipated a rise in the number of visitors af-
ter the reopening of schools and universities in the new
academic year on September 23. “Visitors can also visit
other parts of the museum and attend academic semi-
nars on Cyrus and human rights,” she said. The British
Museum recently loaned the Cyrus Cylinder to Iran.
The artifact is on display at the National Museum for
four months. The president formally inaugurated the
Cyrus Cylinder exhibit on September 12. Considered
the world’s first declaration of human rights, the Cyrus
Cylinder is a document issued by the Persian emperor,
Cyrus the Great, in the form of a clay cylinder inscribed
in Akkadian cuneiform script. The cylinder was created
following the Persian conquest of Babylon in 539 BC,
when Cyrus overthrew the Babylonian King Naboni-
dus and replaced him as ruler, which ended the neo-
Babylonian Empire. The text of the cylinder denounces
Nabonidus as impious and portrays the victorious Cyrus
as pleasing to the chief Babylonian god Marduk. It goes
on to describe how Cyrus had improved the lives of the
citizens of Babylonia, repatriated displaced peoples and
restored temples and cult sanctuaries. The artifact was
last displayed in Iran 40 years ago.

FOR
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KHOSRO MASUMI CROWNED BEST
DIRECTOR AT PYONGYANG FILMFEST

Iranian director Khosro Masumi has won the
best director award of the 12th Pyongyang In-
ternational Film Festival.

He received the prize for “Wind Blows in
the Meadow” during the closing ceremony
of the festival on September 27, the Persian
service of the Fars News Agency reported on
Wednesday.

The film is about Shuka, a hardworking young
woman from an Iranian mountain village
whose family forces her to marry a mentally
retarded man due to their poverty. Mean-
while, Jalil, an assistant of an itinerant tailor,
has fallen in love with Shuka.

Elnaz Shakerdust, Hossein Abedini, Reza Naji,
Jamal Ejlali, and Maedeh Tahmasbi are the
starring members of the cast.

“Wind Blows in the Meadow” has previously
won the best film award at the 26th Fajr Inter-
national Film Festival in 2008.

The film is the last of Masumi’s trilogy high-
lighting forest-themed stories, which occur in
northern Iran.

“The Tradition of Killing a Lover” and “Some-
where Too Far” are the other films in the tril-
ogy.

Masumi previously stated that with his trilo-
gy, his intention was to depict the huge prob-
lem of unlawful tree harvesting that these for-
est dwellers perpetually encounter.

Photo: Elnaz Shakerdust in a scene from
“Wind Blows in the Meadow” directed by
Khosro Masumi

Turkish schools pick Iran’s “"Majid” as
best translated book

The Turkish version of Hushang Moradi
Kermani’s “The Stories of Majid” was
selected as the Best Book in the field of
translation at the ISTEK Schools Inter-

national in Istanbul.

Kelime Publications released the Turk-
ish version of “The Stories of Majid” by
Nezahat Basci which has been enthusi-
astically received by Turkish readers.
“Sweet Jam”, “Like the Full Moon,” “The &
The Cruse” are other works
by Kermani that have been translated
into Turkish by Nezahat Basci. Kermani

»
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is invited by Kelime Publications to at-

tend the of ISTEK Schools celebration this coming November.

Moradi Kermani (born September 7, 1944) is an eminent author of
books primarily for children and teenagers. However, his works also
appeal to adults. A number of his books have been translated into Eng-
lish, German, French, Spanish, Dutch, Arabic, and Armenian.
Turkey’s Mimar Sinan University of Fine Arts also planted five trees
last week at the Hatira Ormani, a forestation project, in commemora-
tion of Kermani as a symbol of the green, prosperous world he presents
to Turkish children through his books.

Persian scholar
calls Rumi endless
source for universe

Scholar Bahman Namvar-Motlaq is convinced
that the Iranian poet Molana Jalal ad-Din
Rumi (1207-1273) is an endless source for the
universe.

“Rumi has had a dramatic impact in the West-
ern world. His influence on Western culture
and literature began with German literature
initiated mainly by the work of German poet
and professor of Oriental languages Friedrich
Riickert (1788-1866),” he told the Persian Ser-
vice of ISNA on the occasion of Rumi’s birth-
day.

Every year, Iranians commemorate Rumi
National Day on September 30 which marks
the annual anniversary of the birth of Molana
Jalal ad-Din Rumi.

The influence continued in the literature of
France and Britain, particularly in France
with the French writer Maurice Barres, he
added.

“Rumi not only was a literary model for
Barres but also a behavioral one. When Barres
noticed there are many individuals in Turkey
and other regions in the world that choose to

read Rumi’s Masnavi, he used the same meth-
od to influence writers and also used this same
technique to promote Christianity.

“This impression indicates that Rumi has been
influential in different areas of poetry, social
behavior and mysticism,” he remarked.

Namvar-Motlaq continued that Rumi, also
known as Molavi, has had great influence in
the 20th century. In the early 20th, Khayyam
and his poetry were best sellers after the Bi-
ble, but in the late 20th century, Rumi sur-
passed him.

He later pointed to Rumi’s other character-
istics and said that he still belongs to several
cultures. “First, Rumi’s native language is Per-
sian. He was born in Balkh, a region in pre-
sent-day Afghanistan, and he was buried in
Konya, Turkey. This is why three nations and
cultures claim him and have been working to
promote him, which has turned him into a
universal figure.

“Rumi’s perspective is truly Islamic and in-
cludes global concepts that Rumi has narrated
in the delicate language of poetry. And we in
Iran had better strive to promote the real im-
age of Rumi, which would introduce Iranian
and Islamic culture to the rest of the world.”

FARHADI SAYS HIS REMARKS
WERE MISCONSTRUED

Filmmaker Farhadi,

Asghar
whose latest remarks forced the

Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance to revoke the produc-
tion license for his film “Separa-
tion of Nader and Simin”, broke
his silence after a week, declaring
his remarks were misconstrued.
“My remarks (at the award pres-
entation ceremony at the 14th
Iran Cinema Celebration on Sep-
tember 16) were both misquoted
and misconstrued,” he told the
Persian service of ISNA on Tues-
day.

During the award presentation
ceremony, Farhadi had criti-
cized Iranian cultural policy for
isolating a number of prominent
cineastes, including Mohsen
Makhmalbaf, Jafar Panahi, Bah-
ram Beizaii, Amir Naderi, and
Golshifteh Farahani.

Deputy Culture Minister for Cin-
ematic Affairs Javad Shamaqdari
had said that Farhadi’s latest re-
marks forced them to make the
decision.

The shooting of “Separation of
Nader and Simin”, which had
begun in late August, was halted
after Culture Ministry Supervi-
sion and Evaluation Office (SEO)
Director Alireza Sajjadpur made
the decision on Farhadi’s film.
Farhadi was given a one-week
opportunity to retract his re-
marks, but he refused to do so
and consequently, the deci-
sion was made about his film,
Shamaqdari said last week.

“This is not fair. Why were my
remarks misunderstood? I re-
spect the productions by those
filmmakers but I had nothing to
do with their politics and politi-
cal viewpoints,” Farhadi noted.
“I have always tried not to im-
pose my personal opinions into
my films and upon the viewers of
my movies. If I meant to do so,
why would I have made these re-
marks at the cinema celebration?
There are so many international
festivals with many interviews in
foreign countries where political
opinions have greater priority,”
he continued.

“Why would I choose the cel-
ebration here to publicize the
opinions of those individuals
who I only know through their
cinematic works in Iran and not
their political deeds,” he said.

Iran’s House of Cinema has been
trying to mediate to resolve the
problem but their efforts seem to
have gone nowhere.
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Persian Gulf price pressures down but
have not gone: Kuwait Central Bank

Inflationary pressures in Persian Gulf
Arab countries have decreased signif-
icantly, but they must pay attention
to rising global food prices, Kuwait’s
Central Bank governor said on Tues-
day. Kuwait’s own inflation rose to
a 13-month high of 4 percent year-
on-year in July, according to data re-
leased Tuesday, though it is expected
to decelerate toward the end of the
year. Inflation in the world’s top oil-
exporting region started to pick up
again this year, but pressures remain
low in most countries and analysts
expect consumer price growth to
stay well below the record, double-
digit peaks of 2008 in coming months.
“Inflationary pressures have receded
markedly in (Persian) Gulf Coop-
eration Council (PGCC) countries,”
Sheikh Salem Abdel-Aziz al-Sabah
said in opening remarks at the Per-
sian Gulf central bankers meeting in
Kuwait. “However, this doesn’t mean
they have completely disappeared. At
this stage it is necessary to pay atten-
tion especially to signs of a rise in food
prices internationally,” he said. Price
pressures are highest in Saudi Arabia,
where inflation hit an 18-month high
of 6.1 percent in August, mainly be-
cause of surging food costs and chron-
ic housing shortages in the world’s
biggest crude exporter and the top
Arab economy. Saudi Arabia’s Central
Bank indicated this week that though
the price rise is worrying, there is
not much that it can do at this point
to tame it as the increase is driven by
factors it cannot directly influence.

The desert kingdom pegs its currency
to the American dollar in line with
most other Persian Gulf crude pro-
ducers, which makes it keep its policy
rates close to U.S. benchmarks. “A lot
of (Persian) Gulf countries are in a
similar situation as they import food,”
said Daniel Kaye, senior economist at
the National Bank of Kuwait. “They
are subject to increases in external
prices and the impact which feeds
through to inflationary pressures.”
“In general, the inflation image in the
GCC remains pretty benign. I don’t
see this as a start of real inflationary
pressures,” he said. Kuwait’s inflation
climbed to a 13-month high of 4 per-
cent in the month of July, mainly on
a food-price jump. “If commodities
prices stay more or less where they are
now, I suspect that food price inflation
is probably close to its top. Hopefully
toward the end of the year this will
start to ease back again,” Kaye said.
Oman’s inflation, pressured this year
by rising food and housing costs, eased
slightly to 3.3 percent year-on-year in
July after hitting a 13-month high the
previous month. Price growth is low
in the United Arab Emirates as the
second-largest Arab economy grap-
ples with the impact of Dubai’s debt
woes, while booming Qatar has not
yet emerged from deflation. Bahrain’s
inflation is stuck in low single digits.
Analysts polled by Reuters in June
expected inflation rates in the Persian
Gulf to range from 1.7 percent for Qa-
tar to 4.7 percent for Saudi Arabia this
year. (Source: Dailystar.com.lb)

IRAN’S CURRENCY
HAS FALLEN UN-
DER SANCTIONS

Jame Jam newspaper said there may be a
“psychological atmosphere in society to buy

dollars and euros to be on the safe side in a
possible decrease of the rial”. Adding to the
problems, gold traders have been closing
their shops in intermittent protests against
an increase in value added tax, the latest
sign of discontent among Iran’s politically
influential merchant classes.

Meanwhile, in Washington, the US named
eight senior Iranian officials, including the
commander of the Revolutionary Guards
and several cabinet ministers, whom it said
had participated in serious human rights
abuses including killings and beatings after
disputed presidential elections in Iran in
June 2009.0Obama signed an executive order
imposing sanctions on the Iranian officials
and banning Americans from any transac-
tions with them, the Treasury Department
said.

Russia urges Iran to cooperate

with UN nuclear agency

tional law and is negatively politically
charged,” Churkin said.

He noted that this year has been marked
by progress in nuclear disarmament,
citing the treaty signed by the Presi-
dents of Russia and the U.S. in Prague
in April on measures for the further re-

UNITED NATIONS, Sept. 29 (Xinhua)
-- Russia on Wednesday urged Iran
to cooperate with the United Nations

International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), the UN nuclear watchdog, and
to show transparency in its relationship
with the body to resolve outstanding
issues related to Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gram.

“Clarification of outstanding questions
regarding the Iranian nuclear pro-
gram would meet not only the goals
of strengthening the non-proliferation
regime but quite obviously the inter-

ests of Iran as well,” Vitaly Churkin,
Russian UN ambassador, said as he ad-
dressed the General Assembly’s annual
high-level debate.

Russia saw no reasonable alternative to
a political and diplomatic settlement of
the Iranian nuclear issue through con-
structive dialogue between Tehran and
the group of six nations tasked with
negotiating with Iran on its controver-
sial nuclear program. The six states are
Russia, United States, China, the United
Kingdom, France and Germany.

On sanctions against Iran, Churkin said
they were intended to send a signal to
Iran about the need for full cooperation
with TAEA, and to give impetus to the
negotiating process.

“We strongly reject a situation when,
parallel to the collective efforts in the
UN Security Council, unilateral deci-
sions on sanctions are made, including
ex-territorial ones, which undermine
the very foundation of further joint
efforts. We must put an end to this
practice that runs counter to interna-

duction of, and limitation of, strategic
offensive weapons.

“We hope that the strong impetus giv-
en by Moscow and Washington to the
process of nuclear disarmament will be
followed by all nations, first of all, by
nuclear-weapon States,” he said.

In a bid to strengthen the UN role on
issues of global security, disarmament
and confidence-building, Churkin an-
nounced that Russia will, during the
current Assembly session, table three
resolutions.

They are a draft resolution on Transpar-
ency and Confidence- Building Meas-
ures in Outer Space Activities, co-spon-
sored with China; a draft resolution on
Information and Telecommunications
Achievements in the Context of Inter-
national Security; and a Russia-U.S. co-
sponsored draft resolution on Bilateral
Strategic Offensive Arms Reductions
and the New Framework for Strategic
Relations, he added.
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IRAN’S CURRENCY HAS
FALLEN UNDER SANCTIONS

Iran’s rial has fallen more than
10 per cent in the last two days,
prompting speculation about a
shortage of hard currency in a coun-
try whose financial sector has been
hit by international sanctions. The
dollar was selling for 12,200 rials on
Wednesday, Mehr news agency re-
ported, up from 10,850 on Monday.
A witness said some dealers had
stopped selling dollars at all, only
offering to buy them. One newspa-
per said the dollar peaked at 13,000
rials on Tuesday.On Wednesday,
the central bank governor appeared
on television to reassure Iranians
about their currency. “I assure you
from tomorrow (Thursday) the dol-
lar will be offered at a much lower
price,” Mahmoud Bahmani told
students news agency Isna.

“Part of the price hike was real, but
the other part was unreal and the
central bank will intervene to curb
this false price hike.” Iran usually
keeps its money pegged to major
world currencies on an informal
basis, with the Central Bank of
Iran selling currencies early in the
morning to traders who then retail
them with a certain mark-up.

“The foreign currency rate is set by

the market,” Bahmani said, but ac-
knowledged that the government
played a key role in Iran’s “managed
floating exchange rate regime”.The
dollar’s rise was accompanied by an
increase in the price of gold, sup-
porting the view that Iranians were
moving their assets into “safe ha-
vens”.

Newspapers were full of specula-
tion about the rial’s sudden slump.
Many said money changers were
having difficulty selling rials in the
UAE, a vital trading partner across
the Gulf which has cracked down
recently on some business with
Iran due to international sanctions.
One newspaper said the drop in the
rial might be a deliberate devalua-
tion ahead of the massive cuts the
government is about to make in
subsidies it currently hands out to
hold down prices of energy and
other essential goods. The subsidy
cuts are likely to have an inflation-
ary effect.

Jame Jam newspaper said there may
be a “psychological atmosphere in
society to buy dollars and euros
to be on the safe side in a possible
decrease of the rial”. Adding to the
problems, Page 3
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IRANIAN WEIGHTLIFTER
WINS GOLD IN TURKEY

ANTALYA, Turkey, Sept. 26 (MNA) — Iranian weightlifter Behdad Salimi claimed the gold
medal of the Men’s +105 kg category of the 2010 World Weightlifting Championships on
Sunday.

Salimi lifted 208 kg in snatch and won the silver medal behind Russia’s Evgeny Chigishev
who lifted 210 kg. Artem Udachin from Ukraine won bronze by lifting 205 kg.

Salimi in the clean and jerk claimed silver after lifting 245 kg. The gold in clean and jerk
went to 2008 Olympic champion Matthias Steiner from Germany who lifted 246 kg.

Behdad Salimi claimed the gold with a total weight of 453 kg. Steiner won silver with 440
kg and Udachin claimed bronze lifting 440 kg.

Iran’s another representative Kianoush Rostami in 77 kg category had already won a bronze
medal in snatch.

The 2010 World Weightlifting Championships brought together nearly 1,200 weightlifters
from 86 countries. The competitions also served as qualification game for the 2012 London
Olympics
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